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…cricket does not reflect the age. It is the age... (James 1986: xi) 

The sToryline of souTh Africa cricket, like the broader narrative of the 

political defeat of apartheid, often gets told in beguilingly simple terms. 

Mandela met De Klerk. Graeme Pollock met Basil D’Oliveira.1 Apartheid had 

been stumped. Past and present merged. The covers were pulled off to reveal 

a level playing field. Another ‘small’ miracle. Critical voices of dissent were 

drowned out by the over-arching language of nation-building. 

There was an iconic image following South Africa’s loss to England in 

the World Cup semi-final in 1992, before apartheid was officially dismantled: 

Steve Tshwete, the then head of the Sports Desk of the African National 

Congress (ANC), and Kepler Wessels the then captain, ‘in an emotional 

embrace after South Africa had bombed out of the semi-final against 

England on a ludicrously unjust rain rule’ (Alfred 2001: 158). For Luke Alfred, 

this moment illustrated that: 

…cricket in South Africa has allied itself to reform both without and 

within, and if the road to post-apartheid nirvana hasn’t always been 

easy, it is the road that cricket has chosen to take…The new team 
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were part of the new post-apartheid nation, and rooting for that team, 

in some admittedly insignificant way, was to keep casting a vote for 

change, for a nation qualitatively different to that of the apartheid 

state. (Alfred 2001: 158–159)

This chapter takes a critical look at cricket’s journey since those heady days. 

It considers the twists and turns, the pitfalls and gains that have occurred 

along the way. It examines whether cricket is still on ‘the road to post-

apartheid nirvana’, or whether the global changes that have taken place  

since then mean that the road of national transformation, with an emphasis 

on broadening the base of the game into ‘previously disadvantaged areas’,  

is fast reaching a dead end. We begin with a brief overview of the steps  

that led to the creation of the United Cricket Board of South Africa (UCBSA), 

and thereafter focus on contestation around issues of transformation  

and representivity.

Cricket in South Africa: the changing global and national context

In Victorian England cricket was seen as a particularly useful way of morally 

‘disciplining colonials’ and inculcating ideals of stamina, manliness and 

vigour into these ‘lazy and effete’ populations. Its spread to the Caribbean, 

Australia, the Indian sub-continent and South Africa had an underlying 

‘quasi-official charter that was moral and political’ (Appadurai 1995: 27). 

In South Africa, cricket came to represent British class ideology in relation 

to Afrikaners and racist exclusion in relation to blacks.2 While all South 

Africans played cricket, white players represented South Africa (Nauright 

1997: 26–27). Cricket was also popular among Indians, coloureds and 

Africans in the Eastern Cape, who developed separate cricket structures and 

cultures. A South African Cricket Board of Control (SACBOC) was formed 

in 1947 to organise inter-race tournaments between Africans, Indians and 

coloureds, while non-racial provincial units replaced racially based bodies in 

1961 (see Desai et al. 2002; Odendaal 1977; Reddy 1999). 
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178 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

South Africa was isolated from world cricket from 1970, when the 

British home secretary bowed to public pressure and asked the English 

Cricket Board to call off South Africa’s tour to England because of its apartheid 

policies. During the 22 years of isolation that followed, international teams 

were paid huge sums of money to break the boycott. Most black South Africans 

developed a deep hatred of South African teams and openly supported the 

opposition during ‘rebel’ tours. ‘No normal sport in an abnormal society’ 

became the slogan of the non-racial South African Council on Sport (SACOS), 

which was formed in 1973 to both organise sport locally along non-racial lines 

and facilitate an international sports boycott (Nauright 1997: 140). 

The rapid political change that took place from the late 1980s was 

matched in cricket. The cancellation of a tour by English ‘rebels’ led by 

Mike Gatting at the beginning of 1990 was followed by the first unity 

meeting between non-racial and white cricket bodies in September 1990, the 

inauguration of the UCBSA in June 1991, ‘readmittance’ to the International 

Cricket Council (ICC) in July 1991, a tour of India in November 1991, 

participation in the World Cup in Australia in February 1992, and a tour to 

the West Indies in April 1992. ANC officials agreed to South Africa’s return 

to international cricket before a political settlement was reached, in part to 

assuage white fears of cultural swamping by a majority African population 

(Nauright 1997: 154). Grant Farred makes the pertinent observation that ‘the 

use of such terms as readmission and return [were] tantamount to legitimising 

the apartheid past; it implicitly authorise[d] white post-apartheid hegemony. 

It invalidate[s] the SACOS struggle, obliterates the history of nonracial cricket, 

and anoints the achievements of white players’ (Farred 2000: 146).

South Africa’s speedy re-entry to international cricket upset many 

SACOS stalwarts. During negotiations the two sides had agreed on a 

‘Statement of Intent’, which called for, among other things, ‘respect for 

the sports moratorium against cricket tours to and from South Africa’. 

SACBOC members felt that the moratorium would force whites to take 

seriously their pledge to redress imbalances. Being welcomed back into 

international cricket at this early stage meant that black administrators lost 
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beyond the nation? coLour and cLass in south african cricket 179

an important leverage point during negotiations. There was bitterness in 

some quarters that the beneficiaries of apartheid continued to profit. Veteran 

anti-apartheid campaigner Hassan Howa felt that the tour to India was 

‘dishonest. It represented only those who enjoyed the great benefits of racial 

discrimination. It was not a South African team but a White South African 

team’ (Saturday News 15 November 1991). Former president of the non-racial 

Natal Cricket Board (NCB) Ahmed Kharwa was equally critical during a 

public meeting in Ladysmith in November 1991: 

As sportsmen and administrators we accept and recognise the 

importance of unity as South Africa moves towards democracy. 

However, we feel betrayed by the breach of faith by the ANC in lifting 

the sports moratorium prematurely. It is disturbing that while the 

objectives of the sports moratorium to normalise South African 

society was [sic] far from achieved, there has been indecent haste to 

participate internationally. (Ladysmith Gazette 6 December 1991)

Kharwa felt that white players and administrators, who were ‘desperate’ for 

international cricket, had got their ‘first prize too easily’ (Kharwa interview). 

Haroon Lorgat, a past convenor of the national selection committee and CEO 

of the ICC since 2008, reflected on the long-term impact of South Africa’s 

speedy re-entry into international competition:

We started off on the wrong foot. The 1991 tour to India was 

inopportune and should never have taken place. It set the pace  

for subsequent team selections. From that point on black players 

always had to break through the white barriers. This set the standard. 

It nailed the 15 best players and black players had to displace these 

white players. A moratorium would have created an equal footing for 

all…it would have given black players a better chance to come through. 

(Lorgat interview)

Black administrators were in a quandary: without international cricket, 

they were warned by white administrators, there would be no money for 
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180 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

development. Cricket tours would bankroll the spread of the game into 

townships. 

The UCBSA was formed on 29 June, 1991, uniting the South African 

Cricket Union (SACU) and the South African Cricket Board (SACB). The UCBSA 

devolved the operational side of the professional game to Cricket South 

Africa (CSA) in 2006. The General Council of CSA, which is made up of the 

senior office-bearers and the presidents of provincial units, is the main 

policy-making body of cricket in the country, while the board of directors 

of CSA (Pty) Ltd takes care of operational issues concerning the running 

of professional cricket. The first UCBSA executive, which governed South 

African cricket from June 1991 to June 1993, included eleven whites, two 

coloureds, five Indians and one African. Power remained with the old (white) 

establishment, with Ali Bacher, the prime mover behind the ‘rebel’ tours to 

South Africa in the 1980s, appointed as managing director. Provincial units 

were, in the main, absorbed into existing white associations. White cricket 

administrators retained effective power to ensure that local and international 

business sponsorship would not be frightened off. It was the same on the 

playing fields, where teams were dominated by whites. The failure of black 

players to feature at provincial and national levels led to criticism by the 

late 1990s that the few black officials holding high positions were token 

appointments, while Bacher’s role came under particular scrutiny. One 

correspondent to the press, Billy Reddy, felt that Bacher should have been 

made to apologise before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for 

condoning discrimination during the apartheid era, instead of being given 

control of cricket (Daily News 27 November 1997). Mluleki George of the 

National Sports Council (NSC) felt that Bacher ‘used Black administrators to 

further his, and cricket’s interests. We made the mistake of trusting him’ 

(Jamaican Gleaner 7 December 1998).

An internal investigation reported in September 1997 that black 

administrators felt that they were accommodated in positions where they 

could not influence policy or attain ‘ownership’ of programmes, and 

concluded that a ‘paternalistic approach was very much in evidence’  
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beyond the nation? coLour and cLass in south african cricket 181

(UCBSA 1997b). Black administrators changed their approach from around the 

end of 1997, paralleling the ANC’s more aggressive approach to affirmative 

action and the creation of a black bourgeoisie; henceforth, according to 

Cassim Docrat, the president of the KwaZulu-Natal Cricket Union (KZNCU), 

the ‘gloves were off’, development was pursued ‘aggressively and vigorously’ 

and quotas were introduced to ‘accelerate the process’.3

‘Development’ and elitism

At the centre of the UCBSA’s transformatory agenda was the development 

programme. The programme aimed at ‘broadening the culture of the game, 

democratising opportunities for all our communities, [and] ultimately 

assisting in establishing cricket as the “people’s” game’ (UCBSA 1997d).  

The softball form of the sport, Bakers Mini Cricket, introduced children to 

cricket from the age of nine. For Bacher, development was a ‘beacon to us all. 

It was manned by people who had the love of the game emblazoned on their 

hearts, people who worked in extremely difficult circumstances on either 

side of cricket’s Berlin Wall to keep the game alive in South Africa’ (UCBSA 

1997a). Coaches have been going around South African townships since 

1986 to spread the cricketing gospel. The then Sports Minister Steve Tshwete 

described the development programme in 1997 as ‘a shining light and an 

example of what can be achieved with initiative, commitment and a sense of 

purpose’. The programme is run by a large team of administrators and has 

a budget running into millions of rands raised from levies on gate-takings, 

contributions by players and corporate sponsorship (UCBSA 1997b). According 

to the website of CSA, by 2009 approximately two million children had been 

through the programme.4 So where were the promised ‘stars’?

The lack of black representation drew criticism from politicians,  

black officials and ordinary members of the public that white administrators 

were not sincere about developing black players as long as they could  

play international cricket. Mluleki George of the NSC felt that the UCBSA  

‘can talk a lot about development, but right now it looks more like a  
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182 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

PR exercise than anything else because we are not seeing results’ (Cape 

Times 24 April 1997). As a result of such complaints, the UCBSA investigated 

its ‘development’ programme in September 1997. According to the report on 

this investigation, white provincial CEOS felt that ‘things were going as well 

as could be expected’ but that a ‘culture of entitlement’ among black players 

was removing the ‘will to make things happen’ and that quotas were divisive 

in creating a ‘them and us’ attitude. Black players and administrators, on 

the other hand, complained that team selection was biased, black players 

were given nominal roles when selected, an inferiority complex among black 

players hampered their progress, and so did the lack of training facilities in 

townships and top-down management. The report concluded that ‘cricket 

is still in the hands of the old establishment and racism is still alive’ (UCBSA 

1997b). It was clear that the development programme was in deep trouble 

and that a new path had to be charted.

The UCBSA changed its approach from the end of 1997, when it 

became clear that the socio-economic conditions of most black township 

players could not produce international cricketers. The story of Khotso 

‘Sonnyboy’ Letshele illustrates the problems faced by many black children: 

Nineteen-year-old Sonnyboy lives in the Kagiso township in 

Johannesburg’s West Rand. While talented in many sports Sonnyboy 

took to cricket because of ‘food’, the orange juice and biscuits  

provided by coaches were welcome because of the dire financial 

circumstances of the family. When he was chosen for various 

representative teams Sonnyboy’s teammates remarked on the 

large amounts of food that he ate. His reply was that he was eating 

for the following day because he could not be guaranteed a meal. 

This was only half in jest because his parents and elder brother 

are unemployed. Sonnyboy has to take three taxis and travel 45 km 

on a two-and-a-half hours journey to get to training. The Gauteng 

Cricket Board provides him [with] transport fares because he cannot 

afford this. There is no club in Kagiso to inculcate a cricket culture. 

(Saturday Star 13 January 2001)
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beyond the nation? coLour and cLass in south african cricket 183

Black children were handicapped by inadequate facilities, poverty and poor 

equipment and could not compete against affluent white children with access 

to excellent education and coaching. The UCBSA began placing talented black 

players in traditionally white schools ‘with a culture of cricket’, a programme 

funded by large corporations like Anglo American and De Beers (UCBSA 

1997b). Most of the black players who have represented South Africa in 

the post-apartheid period, like Paul Adams (Plumstead High, Cape Town), 

Herschelle Gibbs (Diocesan College, Cape Town), Hashim Amla (Durban 

Boys High), Wayne Parnell (Grey High School, Port Elizabeth) and Makhaya 

Ntini (Dale College, King William’s Town) are products of former white 

schools. Some black administrators, echoing Mustapha Khan, a national 

selector since 2005, complained that development was concerned with the 

production of ‘role models’ to appease the public and politicians rather than 

social development and the building of community structures (UCBSA 1997b). 

Speaking when he was convenor of the national selectors, Haroon Lorgat 

astutely pointed to the dangers of this policy as well as the difficulties of  

going beyond it: 

Black schools don’t have proper systems and structures in place.  

Black players start with a disadvantage and the use of ‘elite schools’ 

should be a short-term thing. Cricket is a culture that has to take root 

and for this to happen we have to take cricket to the people...[But] cricket 

bodies cannot do this on their own. We need an integrated approach 

between the UCB and government. At the moment, government demands 

that sports deliver black players. This is difficult because there may 

be talent in black areas, but the structures are in white areas. The 

resources of the UCB are finite, the demands of professional players are 

exorbitant…the expectations of the public and government are always 

greater than what we can achieve. Cricket is a costly business and we 

need an equal commitment from government. (Lorgat interview)

Like Lorgat, CSA president Norman Arendse also believed that the 

government should do more for children’s development: 
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184 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

I’m talking about players of colour who showed tremendous talent, 

promise and potential at school level, amateur level, franchise 

level who disappear because of socio-economic factors. I know that 

from playing club cricket with the guys. The best example is Dean 

MacHelm, the former Province left-arm spinner. He was highly 

rated by none other than Allan Lamb, but Dean had to travel by train 

to Newlands from Kuils River. And there came a time in his life, 

around 25, 26 years, when he was supposed to be in his prime when 

he had to make a choice. And unfortunately the game was not that 

professionalised yet to accommodate him. There are more pressing 

transformational issues to debate than how many players of colour 

are in the national team. Quite frankly, that is the least of my issues. 

I agree with those critics that we must address the imbalances 

at grassroots level. We’ve been let down by the state as there is a 

misconception that there is so much money in the game…5

Government policies have not addressed issues of unequal development. 

Research by nutrition scientists points to the significance of early  

childhood nutrition in determining whether a young adult’s body can 

withstand the rigours of international sport. Whether bowling, fielding  

or batting, cricketers must be able to sprint for short bursts over the course 

of a long period of time, five days for a test match. High bone density is 

especially important for bowlers. Youngsters need to eat calcium (dairy 

products), vegetables and lean protein, while limiting the intake of complex 

carbohydrates and saturated fats, and drink lots of water. Given the  

prevailing socio-economic conditions in most African townships, this  

is a big ask. Promising African cricketers, like Mfuneko Ngam, have not  

been able to build the requisite physical strength to withstand the rigours  

of international cricket. 

Ngam, who was compared to the great West Indian fast bowler 

Michael Holding because of his grace and speed, played just three test 

matches for South Africa between 2001 and 2003 before a series of stress 
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beyond the nation? coLour and cLass in south african cricket 185

fractures in both legs ended his career, with suggestions that the root cause 

was dietary deficiencies in early life.6 Could this also plague the career of 

injury-prone Monde Zondeki, who has played just five tests for South Africa? 

Lonwabo Tsotsobe, who made a brilliant debut for South Africa against 

Australia in March 2009, was ruled out of the return leg through injury. 

Makhaya Ntini is the one African player who has largely been injury-free 

over a long career during which he has taken over 300 test wickets. It may 

not be coincidental that he is from the village of Mdingi in the Eastern Cape. 

As a rural peasant child, who walked miles as a herd-boy and who got plenty 

of milk and maas (a form of sour milk) from the family cows, he was more 

likely to have a diet that met the nutritional criteria than an impoverished 

child from the townships like Sonnyboy quoted above.7

Cricket also requires a great investment of time and money. This 

includes the prohibitive cost of equipment and facilities as well as time devoted 

to organising and playing the game (largely unpaid, provided by parents, 

teachers, assistant coaches and volunteer umpires). While the popularity 

of cricket in rural Eastern Cape suggests that it can be played by anyone, 

the transformation from amateur pleasure and competence to professional 

excellence is difficult because of the need for superior equipment and specialist 

coaching. It takes exceptional talent and enormous sacrifices to make the 

transition from social participation to career level. Wayne Parnell is an example 

of a ‘success’. Within the space of a few months he went from captaining the 

South African team that played in the final of the Under-19 World Cup in 

2008, to making his international one-day debut for South Africa against 

Australia in January 2009, being signed by Kent in the English County 

Championship, being the youngest player to be awarded a central contract by 

CSA, and being chosen for the national team for the Twenty20 World Cup held 

in June 2009. A brief insight into the trajectory of his life illustrates the level of 

sacrifice and support structures that went into the ‘making’ of Wayne Parnell. 

Parnell was born in the blue-collar township of Booysens Park in 

Port Elizabeth in 1989. His electrician father, Peter, and housewife mother, 

Lauran, lacked the resources to support their son’s cricketing career.  
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186 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

The existing cricketing structures made up for this shortfall. His success, as 

one report put it, ‘is no accident – it is the culmination of careful mentoring 

from an early age and represents a victory for sports development in the 

Eastern Cape’.8 Eastern Province coach Christo Esau began coaching Parnell 

at the age of 11. Spotting his exceptional promise, he arranged a joint bursary 

from Eastern Province Cricket and Grey Junior School so that Parnell could 

access proper training and facilities. His parents were thrilled but also 

concerned; thrilled because, as Peter Parnell explains, ‘it was way out of our 

league to send Wayne to Grey’, and worried because Wayne had only been 

taught in Afrikaans up to that point and would have to learn English. Parnell 

made the most of his opportunities. At the age of 12 he was selected for the 

provincial U-13 side. At 15 he was playing for Eastern Province and South 

Africa at the U-19 level, and made his first-class debut in 2006 at the age of 

17. Esau is thrilled: ‘He comes from the northern [working class] areas and 

he’s given the kids there hope, showing them what can be achieved through 

hard work. They don’t have to feel like they are disadvantaged.’ Others too 

have played a role in his success. His former English teacher, Lyn Sjoberg, for 

example, taught him to drive and he stayed with her when he was writing his 

final matric examination because he had to live close to St George’s cricket 

ground, and his parents lived far from the school and ground.9 

Parnell is going to be a fabulous cricketer, and the cricketing structures 

put in place and the support of people like his ex-teacher, together with his 

obvious early talent, have meant that he was not lost to South African cricket. 

The other side of the story is the growing divide between ‘exclusive 

cricketing schools’ and ‘other schools’. Black children from elite schools, 

with access to privileged education and coaching, are selected to meet 

‘race’ quotas at provincial level and are exhibited as proof of the successful 

indigenisation of cricket. Running through the post-apartheid cricket 

narrative is this uneasy relationship between ‘breeding champions’ and mass 

participation. Increasingly there is a move away from the core objective of the 

UCBSA’s development programme, viz. ‘broadening the culture of the game, 

democratising opportunities for all communities, [and] ultimately assisting 
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beyond the nation? coLour and cLass in south african cricket 187

in establishing cricket as the “people’s game”’, to an emphasis on identifying 

talent and then opening pathways to high performance (UCBSA 1999). One 

can see how the strategy of ‘breeding champions’ erodes the imperative to 

reinforce a culture of cricket in townships as, just as in the case of the national 

economic strategy of Black Economic Empowerment (BEE), there are ‘black 

diamonds’ coming through. Where they are ‘cut’ and who gets ‘cut off’ in the 

process is occluded. 

Commercial imperatives in the professional age, where television 

revenue is dependent on fielding successful teams, mean that despite the 

platitudes about transformation, the focus will remain on the elitist project 

of breeding champions. The programme has been a conspicuous failure in 

producing champion African cricketers. Some Indian and coloured players 

have made their mark (like Hashim Amla, J.P. Duminy and Wayne Parnell), 

but a quarter of a century after the launch of this much vaunted development 

programme, the question still remains, ‘Where are the African stars?’, given 

that the programme initially specifically targeted African townships. Aside 

from Ntini, who is at the end of his career, there isn’t a single African player 

on the horizon, injury-free, who can be held up as a potential world star. 

This places the selectors and administrators in a quandary as the dominant 

political discourse privileges Africanisation over ‘blackness’.

In contrast to ‘black’ Africans, to use that wonderful South African 

parlance, white Afrikaner cricketers are making their mark. During the 

2008/09 season the best young batsman was arguably a 19-year-old left-

handed Afrikaner batsman from Bloemfontein, Riley Rossouw; Roelof 

van der Merwe, a spin bowler made his mark in the one-day team; A.B. de 

Villiers was the most consistent international batsman; and the aggressive 

Dale Steyn emerged as the world’s best fast bowler and was voted the ICC’s 

Test Player of the Year in 2008. Steyn’s fast bowling partner is another 

Afrikaner, Morné Morkel. Morné’s brother Albie is one of the most 

destructive one-day batsmen in the world. They are part of a growing list of 

Afrikaner cricketers. Riley Roscoe Rossouw, born on 9 October 1989, was 

four months old when Mandela was released. He is a post-apartheid child. 
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188 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

Should his progress be retarded because there have to be a certain number of 

black players on the field?

The administrators clearly need to do some serious thinking about 

their development strategy. The South African team that participated 

in the Twenty20 World Cup in England in June 2009 did not include a 

single African player. Aside from class position and nutrition, we would 

also suggest that the establishment of cricketing ‘homes’ in the Afrikaner 

heartlands of Bloemfontein and Pretoria in the 1980s, where the Diamond 

Eagles and Nashua Titans franchises respectively are currently based, has 

played a role in the emergence of outstanding young Afrikaner cricketers 

by providing proper infrastructure and teams that youngsters could identify 

with. Should there be a rethink on the use of elite schools, and perhaps 

the establishment of cricket ‘homes’ in Soweto and other townships across 

the country where well-resourced schools are also established? And to 

what extent is the government culpable? Should the cricketing authorities 

continue to insist on targets and quotas after the country’s fourth general 

election, given that many of the youngsters at school who are subject to 

these race-based measures were born after the demise of apartheid? Who is 

more entitled to redress in the contemporary period: a rich black child from 

Houghton or a poor white child from the Bluff?

These complex issues need to be discussed, given the widening 

inequality levels within old-style apartheid racial groups and the reality that 

economic circumstance, rather than simply race, is becoming a factor in the 

South African transition.

Transformation: targets and quotas

White players and administrators dominated cricket during the 1990s. The 

two convenors of selectors between 1991 and 1999, Peter van der Merwe and 

Peter Pollock, were white, Omar Henry and Haroon Lorgat (2004–2007 

selectors) have been followed by Joubert Strydom and Mike Procter; the 

coaches of the team since 1992 (Mike Procter, Bob Woolmer, Graham Ford, 
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Eric Simons, Ray Jennings and Mickey Arthur) have been white, as have 

the captains (Clive Rice, Kepler Wessels, Hansie Cronje, Shaun Pollock and 

Graeme Smith). The racial composition of the national teams stimulated 

a myriad struggles to both pursue transformation and stymie it. The most 

public of spats were around the composition of the national team. And often 

there was much more at play than the stories that entered the public domain. 

After criticisms from ‘political bosses’, Ali Bacher, then CEO of the 

UCBSA, conceded in 1997 that ‘there is no longer the feeling of unity that once 

existed in South African cricket’ (Natal Witness 11 March 1997). To defuse 

tensions around questions of race, representivity and transformation, the 

UCBSA convened a ‘Vision Seminar’ in July 1997 to chart a common path for 

cricket (Daily News 15 May 1997). Bacher may have thought that a position 

paper would satisfy people; little did he realise that he was initiating a 

process that would spiral out of his control. A second meeting on 12 August 

1997 focused specifically on the ‘lack of African representation at all levels 

of the game throughout this country’s cricketing structures’. The meeting 

was chaired by Bacher and attended by Khaya Majola, Ray Mali, Doug Maku, 

Seppie Lusardi, Cassim Docrat, Dave Emslie and Arthur Turner. ‘Black’ was 

defined as referring to Africans, Indians and coloureds, but special targets 

were set for Africans. At provincial level ‘coaches must be made aware of the 

urgency to Africanise at this level and CEOs were to monitor the progress’ 

(UCBSA 1997c). By singling out African absence, the UCBSA was unravelling 

the category ‘black’. Countrywide Transformation Vision Seminars during 

1998 pointed to black disillusionment with white control, racism, lack of 

Africanisation and the psychological difficulty that black South Africans 

faced in identifying with bastions of apartheid such as cricket stadiums 

(KZNCU 1998). 

The outcome was a national Transformation Charter, which the 

UCBSA unveiled on 3 January 1999. The preamble specified that the UCBSA, 

‘operating in an African context, reaffirm our moral and historic duty 

to ensure that South African cricket grows and flourishes among the 

truly disadvantaged of our society, who come mainly from black African 
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190 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

communities’ (emphasis added).10 A Transformation Monitoring Committee 

(TMC) was formed to ensure that the objectives of the Charter were fully 

embraced, while Provincial Monitoring Committees were formed to 

monitor transformation at provincial level. According to TMC chairperson 

André Odendaal (2001: 60), their role was ‘to help develop understandings 

and monitor progress…For those who hear about “transformation” and 

something quickly short-circuits in their minds, they must see it as a plan to 

make South African cricket totally dynamic in the 21st century.’ 

These developments took place against the backdrop of inconsistent 

selection policies which heightened the racial discourse. For example, 

Makhaya Ntini made a superb one-day debut against Australia in January 

1998 but was left out of the next game for Brian McMillan, who achieved 

nothing of distinction during that series. While management argued that 

they were relying on McMillan’s ‘experience’, many black people saw Ntini’s 

omission as racist (Post Natal 4–7 February 1998). In April 1998, Ntini finally 

made his full test debut against Sri Lanka when he replaced Fanie de Villiers, 

who retired a day after Bacher had stated that ‘in 1998 South Africa cannot 

field a team without a player of colour’ (Natal Witness 11 March 1998). Many 

whites believed that De Villiers was sidelined to placate public pressure. Bob 

Woolmer, South Africa’s coach in this crucial post-apartheid period, was of 

the opinion that Ntini simply was not good enough: ‘I do not believe he has 

the necessary level of skill to play regular top-grade cricket…His selection 

was hastened by criticism of the selectors for choosing an all-white team…

when Ali Bacher was quoted as saying that this was no longer acceptable...’ 

(Woolmer 2000: 166–167). Ntini, a token selection in his coach’s estimation, 

became the third South African to take 300 test wickets, and the first South 

African to take 10 wickets at Lord’s Cricket Ground when he achieved this 

feat in 2003; in April 2005 he recorded the best ever bowling performance 

by a South African cricketer in a test match (13 for 132 runs against the West 

Indies at Port of Spain); in March 2006, he achieved the best bowling figures 

by a South African in a one-day international (6 wickets for 22 runs against 

Australia); and he has been among the world’s top five bowlers over the 
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past few years. He has also consistently been voted South Africa’s favourite 

sportsman in various research polls.11 

The theme was repeated when Herschelle Gibbs was drafted into 

the side against the West Indies in 1998/99 after a public outcry against 

the selection of an all-white team, with Bacher’s old mate Steve Tshwete 

particularly trenchant in his criticism. Gibbs is a batsman of fabulous talent, 

yet his inclusion was seen as a political intervention. Fast bowler Allan Donald 

wrote that ‘the selection was not a reaction to Mr Tshwete’s threat. [Adam] 

Bacher had failed twice and his technical flaws had been exposed by Walsh and 

Ambrose. Gibbs was…not a token selection….’ (Donald 1999: 218). Donald’s 

was a minority opinion. In his biography of Ali Bacher, Hartman wrote of 

Adam Bacher becoming a ‘victim…the truth was that Gibbs had to play in 

order to provide a “player of colour”’ (Hartman 2004: 325). Colin Bryden, 

editor of the South African Cricket Annual and Gibbs’ biographer, branded the 

selection ‘an act of expediency’ (Bryden 2003: 103). He quotes national coach 

Bob Woolmer saying that ‘there were instructions to pick a player of colour and 

Gibbs was the obvious selection…’ (Bryden 2003: 103). While the ANC dabbled 

in crude social engineering with its quota directives, the careers of Ntini and 

Gibbs suggest that (white) cricket selectors were either prejudiced against black 

talent or, as the past beneficiaries of affirmative action, were still learning to 

perform at the highest level as selectors.

There was another crisis in the build-up to the one-day matches 

against the West Indies. Ali Bacher, according to national convenor Peter 

Pollock, asked for an enlargement of ‘the squad to accommodate a sort 

of disguised affirmative action [to] fit the players in with a game or two 

once the series was decided’ (Pollock 2001: 204). The inclusion of Gibbs, 

Henry Williams and Victor Mpitsang left the captain, Hansie Cronje, livid 

(Pollock 2001: 104). It is ironic that Cronje was angry. He, after all, had been 

a beneficiary of the same compromise in the past. During the 1991 tour to 

India, he was one of four ‘development’ players added to the squad. From the 

mid-1980s, Bacher was keen to have a predominantly ‘Afrikaans’ province in 

the A Section of the Currie Cup. The likely candidate, the Orange Free State, 
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was weak and to facilitate this affirmative action, it was decided to allow three 

players from overseas to represent the team during the 1987–88 season in 

order to make it more competitive (King 2005: 62). 

Cronje was a beneficiary of this move, yet now baulked at having 

to play with one player of colour as a minimum requirement (Woolmer 

2000: 169). Donald recalls that Cronje railed against political interference 

and ‘said…that the international set-up must not be devalued for the sake 

of keeping the ANC happy’ (Donald 1999: 219). Cronje resigned as captain. 

Donald, who flew to Bloemfontein with Cronje, was ‘surprised how cool  

he was after his outburst in the meeting and I got the feeling that he knew 

what he was doing…’ (Donald 1999: 219). Cronje withdrew his letter of 

resignation after meeting with his pastor, Ray McCauley of the Rhema 

Church, who wrote that ‘the issue was resolved in my office. With Ali and 

a few more UCB members present, Hansie officially withdrew his letter of 

resignation and the UCB promised him that they would give him much  

more say in the future’ (King 2005: 140). Hansie’s team not only became 

distant from the debates around transformation, but this unfettered  

power would have tragic consequences for South African cricket when  

on 7 April 2000 Indian police laid charges of match-fixing against Cronje.  

He confessed on 11 April to receiving money from a London-based bookmaker 

in return for ‘information and forecasts’ (Natal Mercury 13 April 2000).  

On 11 October 2000 the UCBSA handed him a life ban from all cricket 

activities (see Vahed 2001). 

Sports Minister Steve Tshwete was not satisfied with the Charter  

and pressurised the UCBSA to introduce race quotas. A Development 

Conference in May 1999 set quotas from school to provincial levels, for 

management, selection panels, journalists, scorers, groundsmen, umpires 

and coaches, with the objective of achieving equal representivity by 2003 

(UCBSA 1999).12 Quotas forced provinces to give black players opportunities 

to find their feet and not discard them after one or two failures. One 

unintended consequence of such quotas, according to a report in Business 

Day, was that the market value of black players increased disproportionately 
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to their talent. They commanded at least 40 per cent more in fees than white 

players of similar ability (Business Day 10 July 2000). 

There were administrative changes as well. UCBSA president Raymond 

White resigned following the controversy over his sanctioning of an all-white 

Gauteng team to play England in November 1999. This led to an urgent 

meeting between the UCBSA and new Sports Minister Ngconde Balfour, 

following which Bacher announced that the team had been changed to 

include a black player.13 The late Percy Sonn, a coloured member of the UCBSA 

board, was appointed president (Electronic Telegraph 24 January 2000). 

White’s parting shot was that the UCBSA was ‘little more than the cricket 

organ of the ANC’.14 In other important changes, Rushdie Magiet became 

the first black convenor of selectors in October 1999, and the new panel of 

six selectors included three blacks, including an African. The TMC viewed 

this as a ‘major step in transformation…It is non-negotiable now that black 

cricketers and administrators have to be brought in at the highest levels…’ 

(TMC 1999). The TMC recognised that change had brought to the surface 

‘anxieties that prevail in conservative (White) cricket circles’ and reached out 

to players to deepen ‘their understanding of transformation’ (TMC 1999). The 

TMC met with national team players in Johannesburg in September 1999 and 

concluded after an ‘emotional’, ‘informative’ and ‘initially tense’ seminar that 

the ‘complexity of the transformation issues left some of the players confused 

and unsure of their role and purpose in the broader context of South African 

cricket’ (TMC 1999). The TMC was especially critical of media which were 

‘disruptive and obstructive of the transformation process’ (TMC 1999). 

Bacher understood the groundswell of African demands and 

in January 2000 announced that a black managing director would be 

appointed from 1 July 2000 to replace him. Bacher was to ‘mentor’ the new 

appointment for two years (Sunday Times 28 May 2000). This was a master-

stroke. Undoubtedly the appointment of a black CEO would ease political 

pressure on cricket and on Bacher’s position as director of the 2003 Cricket 

World Cup. Gerald Majola, a national selector and member of the UCBSA 

general council, was appointed to succeed Bacher. Majola, a person of long 
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194 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

pedigree in cricket and a leading figure in the move to oust Raymond White, 

and who had not even applied for the post, said that board members had 

asked him to take up the position (SA Cricket Action December 2000). The 

question was whether the ascendancy of black administrators would signal 

the beginnings of a new, more aggressive transformatory strategy in cricket.

Seemingly out of the blue, the UCBSA resolved on 7 July 2002 at its 

National Consolidation Conference at Kievits Kroon to scrap transformation 

quotas with regard to national teams and senior provincial sides. At the level of 

B teams and below, quotas were replaced by ‘guidelines’. Teams should contain 

at least 50 per cent players of colour, including one African player. Ironically, 

black leadership saw the dropping of quotas. Was it because without Bacher as 

a screen between white interests, the government and the black lobby, the black 

leadership felt the pressure of a sport dominated by white players, spectators and 

sponsors? Were they entrenching themselves at the cost of broadening the game 

to include those historically left behind? Quotas, after all, had become the vehicle 

through which the UCBSA was determined to pursue transformation. The TMC 

was ‘dismantled’ in recognition of the need to ‘internalise’ transformation issues 

at the UCBSA. It was considered important to deal with the negative attitudes of 

white cricket supporters and the white press, who were perceived to be hostile 

to the South African team, something that the country could little afford in the 

build-up to World Cup 2003 (Transformation in Cricket 2002).

Following the Kievits Kroon Resolution, the minister of sport appointed 

a Committee of Inquiry on 18 July 2002 to investigate the UCBSA’s claim 

that South African cricket ‘had grown beyond its own transformation 

expectations’. The committee began its investigation on 7 August 2002.  

A meeting of the parliamentary Portfolio Committee: Sport and Recreation 

on 17 June, chaired by Ms R. Bhengu, reported that ‘the most important 

finding of the Committee is that the UCBSA’s statement to the effect that it 

had achieved transformation targets “beyond all expectations”, is not borne 

out by the evidence.’ 15 Instead the Portfolio Committee found that the 

development programme ‘has failed to make significant inroads into black 

African communities’ (African communities made up less than 10 per cent 
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of the clubs in premier leagues) and that ‘there continue to be disparities in 

the allocation of funds…historically disadvantaged communities continue 

to be under-resourced.’ As a result, the ‘legacy of South Africa’s apartheid 

past continues to…compromise the ability of black and white cricketers to 

compete on an equal footing.’ Compliance with regard to transformation 

targets was about 20 per cent (Portfolio Committee 2003). 

While its critique was valid, the Portfolio Committee failed to 

comment on the fact that the government had not provided the kind of 

infrastructure necessary to broaden the game into disadvantaged areas, a 

point made, albeit subtly, by Haroon Lorgat, who pointed out that there was a 

‘need for an integrated strategy between government and sports bodies’. He 

argued that government had to buy in to the process and accept responsibility 

to ensure that expectations were met. Companies had to meet transformation 

targets in industry through employment equity plans, and there was funding 

for skills development. Sport was a business and a methodical approach was 

required. Unless this was done, there was little point in ‘government officials, 

especially during elections, [standing] on the outside and critici[sing]. If we 

have a documented policy, the excuses of both sides will be removed and they 

will be accountable’ (Lorgat interview). 

The issue of race and affirmative action continued to bubble under 

the surface as the UCBSA set racial ‘targets’, not quotas. Norman Arendse, 

in an interview while he was president, explained his understanding of 

transformation, and the difference between a ‘target’ and ‘quota’:

Our approach to these matters is flexible. We have a target of seven, 

not a quota of seven. Provided there is an adequate explanation, it 

is not for me to second-guess them. It depends also on who we play, 

and that is the reason why I dug my heels in against Bangladesh. If 

we don’t give players of colour an opportunity against the weakest-

ranked test-playing nation, when are we going to? That is the way 

to approach transformation: by looking at the opposition. You don’t 

throw a youngster – black or white – in against Australia or on a tour 

of England. You can destroy that youngster’s career.16
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Boeta Dippenaar from the Free State, who has been in and out 

of the South African team, has provided a white perspective on what is 

a thorny issue. He told Reuters in May 2008 that ‘we are on dangerous 

ground as soon as we start saying “x” amount of players have to be white 

and “x” amount of players have to be of colour. We don’t mind if the whole 

team is Black if that’s the best team. Throughout the whole transformation 

process a lot of patriotism has been lost.’17 Dippenaar pointed to the example 

of England’s Kevin Pietersen. ‘No country can afford to lose a player of 

Pietersen’s calibre. That puts a question mark about whether we are doing 

the right things.’ Pietersen is the most high-profile cricketer to leave the 

country, allegedly because of quotas. He was born in Pietermaritzburg in 
1980 and made his first-class debut for KwaZulu-Natal against England in 

1997. He was spotted by Nasser Hussain who, together with Clive Rice, made 

his move to England possible. He would retrospectively argue that it was 

the racial quota system that forced him to move for, as a white, he would not 

have played at international level for South Africa. After serving a qualifying 

period of four years, he made his international debut in the one-day 

international match against Zimbabwe in 2004, and his test debut in the 

2005 Ashes series against Australia. Pietersen became the fastest batsman 

to reach both 1 000 and 2 000 runs in one-day international cricket; was the 

fastest player, in terms of days, to reach 4 000 test runs; and became only 

the third English batsman to top the ICC One Day International rankings (in 

March 2007). Pietersen captained England from August 2008 to January 

2009 but lost the position after a dispute with England coach Peter Moores. 

What Pietersen and those who cite his case ignore, is that since his departure 

young white players like A.B. de Villiers, Dale Steyn, Morné Morkel, Albie 

Morkel and Johan Botha have broken into the South African team.

Around September 2007, 25 national players, including black players, 

submitted a memorandum to CSA that quotas (officially ‘targets’) were 

damaging the game.18 The viewpoint of black players is that there is a stigma 

attached to being a ‘quota’ player and it is not a label that they would like to 

carry. However, the flip side is that it was this struggle over transformation 
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that ensured that Gibbs and Ntini were given a fair run, and it is easy for 

them to now chide the system. In March 2008 coloured bowler Charl 

Langeveldt withdrew from South Africa’s tour of India in the aftermath of 

the controversy over his selection ahead of white paceman André Nel. CSA 

chief executive Gerald Majola issued a statement: 

Charl Langeveldt called me today in an emotional state saying he 

wanted to withdraw from the tour to India so that he can consider his 

international future in the right frame of mind. He said that the public 

controversy over the selection of the Proteas team to tour India had 

upset him to the extent that he would not be in the right frame of mind 

to tour India. Charl said he wanted to use this time instead to consider 

his future in international cricket in a cool and calm manner.19 

The controversy centred on the fact that South African coach Mickey Arthur 

had insisted on Nel being in the squad, but it is alleged that Langeveldt was 

picked to lift the number of black players to comply with the ‘target’ of seven 

black players in a 14-man squad (with four black players on the field at all 

times). As the story unfolded it emerged that it was CSA president Norman 

Arendse and not CEO Majola who had insisted that the target be complied 

with. Langeveldt issued a statement on the episode:

As players we all have a good idea of when we are clearly in the 

running for selection and when we aren’t. You just have to look at 

André’s Test record compared to mine and the fact that he has been 

part of all the Test match plans while I haven’t played a Test match for 

two years. I have always fought for a place in the team but I don’t want 

to be put there because of my colour. I’m quite upset by this now and 

I’m going to need a bit of time to consider my future.20

Both Langeveldt and Nel were lost to South African cricket. Nel signed  

for Surrey and Langeveldt for Derbyshire in the English County 

Championship as Kolpak players, a system that is discussed later in 

this chapter. The lucrative English contract no doubt eased Langeveldt’s 
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‘sacrifice’. Following this incident CSA appointed a Transformation 

Review Committee under the chairmanship of John Smith, whose 12 

recommendations were accepted by the board of CSA on 12 June 2008. 

Racial ‘targets’ were maintained. Importantly, the president’s right to veto 

the team was abolished. The CEO (Majola) and convenor of selectors (Mike 

Procter) were to manage the process. It was recommended that selectors 

should consult with the captain and coach of the national team and that the 

selection panel should include one African to ensure representivity. Both CSA 

and the South African Cricketers Association were encouraged to initiate 

programmes ‘to engage professional players on transformation’. Importantly, 

one of the recommendations was that CSA should lobby ‘the State and 

other stakeholders to make possible the main thrust of the transformation 

policy which is to provide facilities, resources and access in previously 

disadvantaged communities, with particular emphasis to [sic] black African 

areas, as no sport has the resources to achieve these goals on its own’.21 

The likes of Ahmed Kharwa, Norman Arendse and Percy Sonn, who were 

‘old school’ SACOS and had fought the hard fight over many years to achieve 

race representivity, had their power stripped away. While the emergence of 

players like Parnell, Amla, Prince and Duminy has made the task of meeting 

‘targets’ easier, it may be argued that this is a vindication of the battles fought 

by old SACOS stalwarts, whose ideas, however, are out of kilter with the new 

age of professionalisation, commodification and mediatisation of sport. 

Professionalism, commercialism and mediatisation 

The game of cricket has changed considerably since South Africa was 

readmitted to international cricket. These changes have included the 

emergence of powerful television stations and mega-dollar payments for 

broadcast rights, which has shifted the power away from administrators, 

the so-called Kolpak system (see below), the ‘invention’ of a shorter version 

of the game, Twenty20 cricket, and the formation of the Indian Premier 

League (IPL), which attests to the power of India in world cricket. As a result 
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of television, mainly pay-TV, cricket is now a global game that can be watched 

all year round by subscribing television stations like DSTV (South Africa), 

Sky TV (UK), Foxtel (Australia), ZEE TV (India) and ARY (Pakistan). It is these 

stations that dictate when matches should be played and at what time, and 

which dancing girls should perform during the breaks, so that each match 

is accessible to as many people as possible internationally. This has been 

accompanied by the seedier side of the game, with betting scandals involving 

some of the great names of international cricket like Hansie Cronje, Wasim 

Akram, Shane Warne, Mohammed Azharuddin and Mark Waugh.

In recognition of the professionalisation of cricket, the UCBSA devolved 

the operational side of the professional game to CSA in 2006. The General 

Council of CSA, consisting of the senior office-bearers and the presidents of 

the provincial unions, is the supreme policy-making body of South African 

cricket. The operational issues concerning the running of professional 

cricket are controlled by the board of directors of CSA (PTY) LTD. 

Aside from television revenues, South African cricket has been affected 

by a number of other important changes. One is the Kolpak ruling. This was a 

European Court of Justice ruling on 8 May 2003 in favour of Maros Kolpak, a 

Slovak handball player, who won a legal battle to play in Germany. The decision 

meant that no resident of the European Union (EU) could be stopped from 

working in another part of the EU. In professional sport it meant that a sporting 

club could not be prevented from employing EU players even if the national 

association placed restrictions on foreigners. Since Kolpak was not from the 

EU but from a country with an associate trading relationship (the Cotonou 

Treaty of 2000), the decision applied to all nations with such a relationship. 

South Africa, Zimbabwe and several Caribbean countries were signatories 

to the treaty and their players have been snapped up by English counties. 

Such players cannot play for England, and have to sign an undertaking not 

to represent South Africa. This has affected the game in England, where the 

authorities are concerned that the pool of players available for English selection 

is getting smaller. Actions such as reducing the annual grant to each county by 

£1 100 per Kolpak player have not deterred the counties (Maguire 2005).
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Around 50 South Africans have used this clause to play domestic 

cricket in the United Kingdom. While putting players in the ‘pound’ seats, its 

long-term consequences for local cricket might not be as rosy. Ken Borland, 

the sports editor for the Natal Witness, has referred to Kolpak, admittedly 

with some hyperbole, as ‘the rape of South African cricket’ because of its 

consequences.22 Players like Nicky Boje, Andrew Hall, André Nel, Lance 

Klusener, Jacques Rudolph and Tyron Henderson signed Kolpak contracts 

when they felt shabbily treated by South African selectors. South African 

administrators have to tread warily, because players can earn much the same 

or more for less stressful work, and without fear of being dropped, which 

means a pay cut. Following their spat, both André Nel and Charl Langeveldt 

have signed Kolpak contracts. This option may have influenced Langeveldt, 

whose reaction certainly disappointed Norman Arendse, as he told reporter 

Zaahier Adams: 

It is disappointing because Langeveldt had a meeting, which Haroon 

Lorgat (then chair of the national selection committee) facilitated, 

with me just about a week or so after the incident. He then promised 

me that he would make himself available to represent the country if 

selected, and what had been attributed to him in the media was not 

true. Yes, I have been disappointed by his subsequent actions.23 

Cricket authorities in South Africa are also worried about the loss of young 

talent. A good example is Ryan McLaren, who signed for Kent. The South 

African selectors tried to get Kent to release him to play for South Africa 

against Australia in March 2009 because he was seen as a player who could 

fill the void in the one-day team left by the retirement of Shaun Pollock, 

Lance Klusener and Nicky Boje. Kent turned down this request, which meant 

that McLaren would continue to play English domestic cricket instead of 

international cricket. The flood of players leaving for England, even if they 

would not have represented South Africa, has weakened the domestic game 

in South Africa. CSA’s first reaction was to ban such players from domestic 

cricket in South Africa. But they quickly realised that this would affect the 
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standard of the domestic game, and since May 2008 they have allowed each 

franchise to field three Kolpak players. Majola is concerned:

It’s a financial issue and it will continue for as long as the rand is 

weak. What is most concerning for us is that when players sign 

Kolpak contracts, they denounce playing for South Africa. We invest  

a lot of money in young players and then they are lost to the system. 

We can’t compete financially, our top players are cheaper for the 

counties than their own mediocre players. Sport is different, it should 

not be about trade agreements. We would be quite relaxed about it all 

if they could still play for South Africa...there would be no problem, 

no limits on our side.24 

This is not the only threat to CSA. The biggest development in 2008 was the 

creation of the IPL and the extravaganza that accompanied it. The IPL was 

made up of eight franchises bought by Indian corporations and Bollywood 

stars. They play Twenty20 cricket, in which each team bats a maximum 

of 20 overs and the game is completed in about two-and-a-half hours. It is 

estimated that global broadcast rights will earn the Board of Control for 

Cricket in India (BCCI) around US$1 billion per annum. The tournament 

was first played in India in 2008, and in South Africa in 2009, because of 

security concerns around the Indian elections being held at the same time. 

South Africans like Graeme Smith, J.P. Duminy, Herschelle Gibbs, Tyrone 

Henderson and others have signed lucrative contracts. Duminy, for example, 

was paid about R7 million for six weeks of cricket. This is about 10 times 

more than he will earn from CSA and clearly reduces his dependency on the 

national body. A rival Indian Cricket League (ICL) was started in India in 

2007 with six teams. Although this league was not sanctioned by the ICC  

and BCCI, and players have been banned from ICC competitions, it did allow 

the likes of Lance Klusener, Andrew Hall, Justin Kemp and Nicky Boje to 

earn large sums of money. For example, Hall and Kemp left South African 

cricket while under contract in May 2008, signing ICL contracts worth 

around US$300 000, and had county contracts worth around £70 000  
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and £80 000 respectively. Together, at the then prevailing exchange rate, 

they were earning R3.5 million per annum as opposed to the national 

contract worth around R750 000.25 The ICL subsequently collapsed in 2009 

and many players have returned to the ICC fold.

For repeatedly breaking team curfews and alleged alcohol abuse, 

Andrew Symonds was sent home from the Twenty20 World Cup by 

Australian authorities in June 2009. It was reported shortly afterwards 

that he was set to become the world’s first freelance Twenty20 player, as the 

Deccan Chargers of the IPL announced that they would retain his services 

at US$1.35 million per season (which lasts six weeks) and a South African 

provincial franchise was rumoured to have offered him US$120 000 per 

season to play in the 20 and 50 overs formats of the game. In between these 

tournaments he would play for Hampshire in the County Championship. 

According to one report, his fees would ‘dwarf those he stood to earn under 

his current Cricket Australia deal. A reduction in his bowling workload 

could also extend his playing career, and his global exposure may go some 

way to restoring his marketability…’.26 In September 2009, English star 

Andrew Flintoff not only announced his retirement from test cricket but 

also turned down a central contract with the English Cricket Board. Like 

Symonds, he too has become a freelance cricketer in an effort to maximise 

his earning potential in the final years of his career. Flintoff’s manager, 

Andrew Chandler, indicated that he would ‘play for Chennai [Super Kings in 

the IPL], he might play for an Australian team, a South African team, maybe 

one in the West Indies’. South African captain Graeme Smith responded that 

‘you can’t hide the fact that huge financial rewards and benefits for players 

have come into the game in the last few years, and it’s obviously such a short 

career, so you want to make as much money in that time as possible’.27 These 

developments constitute a threat to the power of cricketing authorities.

These changes in the game brought matters to a head within CSA. 

Arendse’s veto of the national team in early 2008 raised the important 

question of whether dedicated anti-apartheid fighters had a place in the 

modern game. As a first-year law student at the University of Cape Town 
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(UCT) in the mid-1970s, Arendse was chosen for the UCT First XI. His 

excitement soon wore off when he came face-to-face with reality:

I was selected to play in the UCT First XI for the first game of the 

season. It was then that I received my first political education. Alan 

Zinn, Robbie Ford, Lenin Jingles, all really big SACOS guys, at the 

time physically, and I mean physically, sat me down in the student 

union building and told me that I was not aware of what I was doing 

and explained the role sport played in politics at the time. After the 

conversation, I returned home to inform my father and two elder 

brothers what had transpired. They agreed that I should not play.28

When Arendse adopted this principled position during the Langeveldt/Nel 

fiasco, he received some support from ordinary South Africans:

When there is an issue of national selection or criticism of my role as 

president of CSA, as was prominently featured in the media recently, 

there was overwhelming positive response from them [former SACB 

cricketers]. I was encouraged, comforted by this response. I even had to 

ask my secretary just to take calls because so many people were calling. 

Having been born on the Cape Flats, and also having played and 

administered soccer at a high level, Georgie van Oordt, Vinnie Barnes, 

Neil Fortune, Terry Richards, Randall Cupido, Jonny Kleinveldt, 

Goolam Allie and Muis Allie are the guys who would phone me up 

and say I’m doing the right thing. And even just ordinary people in the 

street, whether it’s here in Cape Town or Johannesburg where I also 

practise, have good things to say. I was very comforted that I enjoyed 

their support because that is where I come from.29

The problem was that the SACOS ‘struggle’ past had little place in the  

contemporary cricketing world. Arendse resigned as president of CSA on  

17 September 2008. His three-year term was to have ended in 2010, but he 

said that CSA’s 11 local affiliates were split over his efforts to ensure that the 

sport reflected South Africa’s racial demography. In this regard, Arendse 
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cited differences with CEO Gerald Majola and made it clear that he was not 

prepared to be a ‘rubber stamp’. Arendse was replaced by Dr Mtutuzeli 

Nyoka. According to CSA’s website, Dr Nyoka was persuaded to enter cricket 

administration by Gerald Majola’s brother Khaya Majola.30 Dr Nyoka became 

a member of the Gauteng Cricket Board (GCB) in 1998, its vice-chairman  

in 2000, and chairman in 2001. He was chairman from 2005 to 2008  

until he became president. He also served on the World Cup Cricket 

Committee in 2002, the executive committee of the UCBSA in 2001, and  

on the 2003 Ministerial Transformation Review Committee, which had 

been set up by then Minister of Sport Ngconde Balfour to investigate 

transformation in cricket.

At a special general meeting at the end of October 2008, it was 

decided to form a new Section 21 company to take advantage of tax breaks 

that would be given to sporting bodies that met development criteria. 

CSA was formally registered by the Companies and Intellectual Property 

Registration Office as a Section 21 company in January 2009, with Dr 

Mtutuzeli Nyoka as chairman and Mr Raymond Mali as vice-chairman of 

the company’s board of directors.31 In another important change, former CSA 

and ICC president Ray Mali defeated Peter Cyster for the position of vice-

president. Thus a triumvirate of ‘black Africans’, Gerald Majola, Mtutuzeli 

Nyoka and Ray Mali, were at the helm of cricket. Among their first actions 

was the appointment of apartheid-era great Mike Procter as chairperson of 

the national selection panel, which also includes another white former player, 

Craig Matthews, and Mustapha Khan and Winky Ximiya. 

Meanwhile, the very way in which the game is structured has, at 

a local level at least, cut down on opportunities to play at a provincially 

representative level. In the 1990s the number of franchises was increased 

from six to eleven to democratise the game by making it available to as many 

South Africans as possible across the country. The number of franchises 

was reduced to six in 2004 because the expanded system was seen to dilute 

the talent and weaken the standard of play.32 A Franchise Review Committee 

under former Minister of Education Kader Asmal recommended that CSA 
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increase the number of franchises from six to eight with effect from the 

2009/10 season, to include Border and Griqualand West. This would be 

a means to give more opportunity to black players in the Eastern Cape 

especially, where there is a long cricketing tradition. However, CSA decided 

to retain the existing six-team franchise system. This was announced on 

21 February 2009 by CEO Gerald Majola following a two-day board meeting.33 

The reaction of CSA to the recommendations of its own Franchise Review 

Committee suggests that it will adopt a business-first approach to cricketing 

matters. Clearly, commercial considerations have held sway over the 

imperatives of democratising the game.

In August 2001 Dr Nyoka had challenged Percy Sonn, a three-decade 

veteran of non-racial cricket, for the presidency of the UCBSA on the basis 

that an African should lead the organisation. When defeated, Nyoka told 

reporters, ‘I hope one day this organisation will be led by a black African. It is 

what millions of marginalised people are calling for and I hope that time will 

come sooner rather than later’ (Sunday Tribune 5 August 2001). Nyoka has 

been insistent that the broad notion of ‘black’ be jettisoned and quotas refer 

specifically to Africans. At the end of the 2001/02 season Nyoka resigned as 

chairman of the Gauteng Cricket Board, asking: 

How do we tell this country’s 35 million black Africans that 

transformation is working when only one player [Makhaya Ntini] 

represents them? While the numbers of the other racial groups  

are on the increase the African continues to be underrepresented…

The UCB’S transformation record is a betrayal of African aspirations. 

No man can belong to an organisation in which his people’s 

inferiority is assumed without building up powerful resentments. 

(Johannesburg Star 10 April 2002)

Nyoka added that ‘Gerald Majola must understand that his appointment was 

an affirmative action and others should be getting the same opportunities 

as him if transformation is going to work’. He describes as ‘buffoonery’ and 

‘pure idiocy’ Majola’s statement that transformation was working in cricket.34
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The squad for the June 2009 Twenty20 World Cup did not even 

contain one African player. And this at a time when cricket was ruled by 

Majola, Nyoka and Ray Mali. It is compelling, in the context of Nyoka’s 2001 

statement, that there was hardly a whisper about the composition of the team 

from this black South African leadership. 

South Africa’s hosting of the IPL tournament in April–May 2009 

led to a major split in South African cricket. According to CSA president 

Mtutuzeli Nyoka, the CSA was paid a R30 million hosting fee and affiliates 

received R125 000 for each match that they hosted. There was much 

acrimony because the negotiations were concluded privately and without 

consulting the members who make up the CSA. At the heart of the dispute 

were the 2 400 seats in the prime corporate suites in the main stand, which 

the GCB had to give up to the IPL. When Alan Kourie, the CEO of the GCB, 

refused to give up the seats, he was told that he was in breach of the contract 

in terms of which Majola had handed the GCB’s rights to the IPL. The GCB 

asked for the contract and for Majola to participate in negotiations with 

the IPL over the seats but this was not forthcoming. Despite protestations, 

the GCB was forced to give up the seats, ‘really pissing off’ longstanding 

suite holders, according to Kourie. According to GCB chairman Barry 

Skjoldhammer, many suite holders threatened never to renew their suite.35

After the IPL was completed, the GCB sent a letter to the CSA’s audit 

committee on 4 June 2009 requesting full details of the agreement between 

CSA and the IPL. Following a meeting on 10 July 2009, CSA gave its full 

support to Majola and dismissed ‘with contempt’ the complaints of the 

GCB. CSA threatened to withdraw all international matches played under its 

auspices from the Wanderers stadium until the GCB apologised to Majola and 

the CSA.36 With no apology forthcoming, CSA ruthlessly wielded the big stick. 

It moved the most attractive matches in the ICC Champions Trophy played 

in September 2009, the opening match, final and South Africa’s matches, 

to Centurion Park in Pretoria. CSA also removed lucrative Pro20, one-day 

and test matches against England which were to have been played between 

November 2009 and January 2010. Ironically, the row had brewed because 
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the GCB was trying to protect its suite holders, who were now to be denied the 

opportunity to watch the best matches.37 

While this drama was being played out, a group of discontented 

black clubs, drawn primarily from Soweto, Lenasia and Eldorado Park, 

whose spokesperson was Hussein Manack, a former Gauteng provincial 

cricketer, and who called themselves the Concerned Cricket Fraternity 

Gauteng, sent a memorandum to Sports Minister Makhenkesi Stofile 

complaining of the GCB’s ‘failure to comply with various transformation 

guidelines and commitments; ...failure to create opportunities and produce 

Test players, and losing talented young cricketers to other provinces’ and its 

‘failure to produce results’. Manack added that while the issues of corporate 

governance and transformation were different, ‘where they overlap is that 

it indicates the GCB’s condescending and arrogant manner’.38 With Kourie 

and Skjoldhammer both white, the issue quickly translated into a race issue. 

What the Concerned Fraternity conveniently ignored was that Dr Nyoka 

had himself been at the helm of Gauteng cricket until he was nominated 

by the GCB as president of CSA. The timing of the allegations, in the midst 

of the dispute between the CSA and the GCB, suggested to cynics that it was 

a deliberate attempt to embarrass the GCB and racialise the issue. While 

Mohammed Mohsin of the Lenasia cricket club blamed the ‘dogmatic, 

rigid approach’ of the GCB for the exodus of (black) players,39 he ignored the 

fact that in the past year, black players like Jonathan Vandiar and Ugashen 

Govender had left the (black-controlled) Dolpins teams and joined Gauteng, 

and that the Dolphins had also performed miserably during this period. 

As the matter was dragged out in public, there was pressure from the 

Sports Ministry to resolve the dispute. To an extent Sports Minister Makhenkesi 

Stofile saw through the attempt to racialise the issue when he said that he 

was ‘suspicious that, with the successes of the Indian Premier League (IPL), 

economic interests are beginning to muddy the waters’.40 Both sides accepted 

Advocates Brian Currin and Khaba Mamba as mediators and agreement was 

eventually reached, which restored the matches against England to the GCB, 

but not those of the ICC Trophy. According to Nyoka, ‘Wanderers [stadium] 
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is the Mecca of South African cricket; you can’t have cricket in South Africa 

without staging matches at the Wanderers. Someone said it’s like staging 

Hamlet without the prince.’41 Even in this age of corporate transparency the 

agreement between CSA and the IPL has never been made public. 

Skjoldhammer was replaced as chairman of the GCB in October 2009 by 

Polelo Lazarus Zim, who is currently executive chairman of Afripalm Resources 

(Pty) Ltd and chairperson of the board of Mvelaphanda Resources Ltd, the first 

BEE company to be more than 50 per cent black-controlled. His past positions 

include being the first black president of the South African Chamber of 

Mines, chair of Kumba Iron Ore, CEO of Anglo American SA, CEO of M-Net 

& SuperSport, and MD of MTN International. Outgoing GCB chairman Barry 

Skjoldhammer said of Zim, perhaps with a hint of sarcasm, ‘He may not have 

cricket experience, but as chairman of four other boards, he brings a wealth 

of knowledge to the GCB’ (Sunday Times 20 September 2009). At the same 

time two vice-presidents were chosen. In uniquely South African ‘speak’, Joe 

Pamensky was elected to represent the ‘previously advantaged’ clubs and Essop 

Pahad the ‘previously disadvantaged’ teams. Pamensky was the president of 

the (mainly white) SACU during the 1980s when the country was isolated from 

international cricket because of its apartheid policies, and with Ali Bacher, 

organised ‘rebel’ tours by overseas teams. He is or has been chairman of 

companies such as Terra Nova Financial Services (Pty) Ltd and Bidvest Bank Ltd, 

and a director of Enviroserv Holdings Ltd, Schindler Lifts (South Africa) (Pty) 

Ltd and Stonehage Financial Services Holdings (Jersey) Ltd, Jersey, UK.42 Pahad 

served as Minister in the Presidency under Thabo Mbeki (1999–2008), during a 

period when the government pursued neoliberal economic policies with almost 

religious zeal, and is currently on the board of Sahara Computers, which became 

a ‘fully empowered and Proudly South African accredited’ company during this 

period. According to Pahad, the aim of the new leadership will be to implement 

a ‘non-racial and non-sexist approach to cricket’.43 There was no mention of 

addressing the serious class disparities in the sport. 

Thus, all the talk of representation and race ends up with 

multinational corporations, the new black elite and old white power!
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Conclusions

In the mid-1990s Mike Marqusee asked the following in relation to South 

Africa’s cricket trajectory: 

Will development or international tours take priority? Will affirmative 

action really change the SACU ethos of paternalism? Can the 

entrenched resistance of the old white guard, still ruling the roost 

in cricket clubs across the land, be overcome? Will development be 

aimed at producing showpiece players for the national squad, or will 

it tend the grass roots?...With the end of apartheid and the coming of 

democracy, will white and black in South Africa at long last share a 

level playing field? How will the legacy of apartheid be redressed? Are 

electoral democracy and legal equality enough? Or will more radical 

solutions have to be found? (Marqusee 1995: 212) 

One could respond, as Chou En-Lai did when asked his opinion about the 

impact of the French Revolution: ‘too soon to tell’. But answers to some of 

Marqusee’s questions more than a decade after he asked them, and 15 years 

after ‘unity’, however perfunctory, can be given. 

The holding of the second IPL tournament in South Africa during 

April and May 2009 shows how far the country has come from the days 

when it was an international pariah. Since 1994 it has hosted a Rugby World 

Cup (1995), Cricket World Cup (2003), Africa Cup of Nations (1996), and 

Twenty20 Cricket World Cup (2007). Besides the IPL tournament, the ICC 

Champions Trophy has also been moved from Asia to South Africa (October 

2009). The ‘cherry on the top’ will be the much awaited Football World Cup 

2010. Yet, while South Africa’s reputation has been enhanced, the debate 

about the transformatory role of cricket continues to fester.

Despite what Jacqueline Maingard refers to as ‘mythic enactments’ 

of a collective identity (Maingard 1997), cricket has failed to create an 

imagined South African community. Very few Africans attend cricket 

matches and even fewer play the game at the highest levels. This chapter 
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has illustrated the changing face of post-apartheid South African society: 

a move from acceptance of all-white teams (c.1990–1995) to calls for 

inclusion of some ‘players of colour’ (c.1996–1997) to demands for selection 

quotas (c.1997–1999) and, finally, clamour for African control (2000). 

Change was contested and forced as a result of pressure from black players, 

administrators and government. Thus, CSA and most of its affiliates are under 

black control. The CSA’s black empowerment levels during 2008 were as 

follows: General Council: 66 per cent; permanent staff: 63 per cent; domestic 

professional cricket: 56 per cent; domestic amateur and youth representative 

cricket: 60 per cent; senior and junior national representative cricket: 52 per 

cent; and women’s senior and junior representative cricket: 54 per cent.44 

Impressive, but what does this mean for the transformation agenda 

in the country? The meanings and results of transformation are contested, 

due largely to the absence of a clear definition of transformation. Boloka and 

Krabill provide an insightful way to focus on transformation, holding that: 

…[it] is not only about replacement of colours...We define successful 

transformation...as being achieved when it reflects, in its ownership, 

staffing, and product, the society within which it operates, not only in 

terms of race, but also socio-economic status, gender, religion, sexual 

orientation, region, language, etc. This is only possible if access is 

opened...not only to the emerging black elite, but also to grassroots 

communities of all colours. (Boloka & Krabill 2000: 76)

Boloka and Krabill’s model can be seen as a target to be progressively reached –  

one that is not mechanistically applied, but seeks to place the issue of access 

at the centre of change. However, this model of transformation is unlikely 

to satisfy the market, media and public thirst for match-winning elite 

cricketers. The model also does not take into account the changing nature 

of what constitutes ‘society’; the presumption of Boloka and Krabill is that 

‘society’ is the national state, but as we have seen, sport is progressively being 

de-nationalised and simultaneously commercialised, and one has to factor 

this into any national programme of transformation. Trends indicate that 
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the gulf between the world of commercial cricket and cricket as pleasurable 

recreation open to all South Africans will continue to widen. It is not difficult 

to discern how this context, and the prevailing model of transformation 

both in cricket and in the wider society, are facilitating elite class formation 

ironically accompanied by the language of Africanisation. 

International tours were touted as an important part of the broader 

development programme, with money derived from the tours taking the 

game into previously disadvantaged areas. In addition, with black players 

performing at the highest levels, it was felt that role models like Makhaya 

Ntini would serve as catalysts for attracting Africans to the game. But the 

emphasis on a broad-based development programme has increasingly found 

itself challenged by an emphasis on siphoning off black players into selected 

‘white’ schools and then into high-performance centres. The balance has 

arguably shifted towards the production of ‘showpiece players for the national 

squad’ at the expense of the grassroots. The continuing lack of facilities in 

black areas is indicative of the fact that the fields are far from level. 

But even in producing ‘showpiece players’ the programme has been 

an abject failure as far as African players are concerned, and there clearly is 

a need to go back to the drawing board if the aim remains to produce such 

players to appease political demands and be representative of the national 

demographic. One might look at this from another angle. The South African 

football team (Bafana Bafana) is dominated by African players. There is 

therefore no pressure from government about getting the colour balance 

right. However, the team does not include a single African player who may 

be described as ‘world class’. So is it fair to criticise cricket for not producing 

African world class cricketers? And does it suggest that the government is 

failing its citizens in terms of creating the conditions in which sportspersons 

may excel?

Cricket has made strides in that black administrators are getting into 

positions in central decision-making arenas. While some might downplay this, 

given our history this is an important gain. But like BEE deals, this is unlikely to 

bring about a fundamental transformation within the game. 
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It seems that administrators are using their race to position themselves 

but then making little attempt to change the rules of the game fundamentally.  

This development mirrors BEE, which has seen the creation of a small, 

fabulously wealthy African class while inequality within the wider African 

population persists and even increases. As Michael MacDonald points out, 

BEE not only ‘legitimate[s] South Africa’s political economy, but it also provides 

business, the ANC, and leading tendencies within the ANC with ancillary 

benefits…Since some Africans are becoming rich, economic inequality is 

deemed not to be a racial problem, an immense advantage to the established 

bourgeoisie’ (MacDonald 2004: 646). One should be circumspect in coming 

to any quick conclusion, as there is much play left in the way the transition in 

South Africa unfolds. The contestation over macroeconomic policy has been 

renewed in the context of the April 2009 Zuma presidency. The transition 

remains contradictory and provisional, 16 years into the ‘new’ South Africa.

Nonetheless, maybe more cognisance needs to be taken of the fact 

that the very nature of the pitch has changed and the boundaries of what 

constitutes cricket have been pierced. When South Africa began a process 

of transformation in cricket in the early 1990s, the parameters of the game 

were still bounded by the nation-state, and cricketers wanting to succeed 

and make a living from the game saw provincial cricket and playing for the 

national team as their main, if not only, option. This gave administrators 

dedicated to changing the racial and class complexion of the game lots of 

purchase, even within the confines of the negotiated political and sporting 

settlement. But ironically, just as this was taking place, the game was 

starting to change fundamentally. 

Limited-overs cricket was becoming an overwhelmingly popular 

version of the game, especially with the increasing television audience. 

More importantly, with the emergence of Kolpak and then the IPL and other 

Twenty20 tournaments, players’ options outside of the provinces and the 

national team were broadened. The dominant power in world cricket, India, 

was able to ensure ‘representation’ by insisting on a quota of Indian players 

in every IPL team. However this kind of ‘representation’ was limited to India. 
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The IPL, with its financial muscle, has plucked players from across the  

globe and created incredible tensions between the ‘nation’ and the IPL.  

The ‘market’ has now appeared at the heart of cricket. 

How are progressive cricket administrators committed to 

transforming the game able to negotiate between the imperatives of market 

forces and redress? They understand that to continue to attract revenue, 

the lifeblood of the game, they need to have a winning team. They also see 

that with the IPL, ICL and Kolpak, players have many more options and are 

no longer dependent on CSA. If anything it is the other way around. An 

indication of the way in which CSA has come to terms with this in the past 

year, since the ousting of Norman Arendse, is that when black players were 

recently dropped there were no cries of racism. Makhaya Ntini was omitted 

from the one-day team against Australia in March 2009 while Hashim Amla 

was not included in South Africa’s Twenty20 squad for the World Cup in 

England in June 2009. In fact, as indicated earlier, there was no national 

outcry that the team did not include a single African player. Success, it 

seems, overrides every other issue and the South African team, the Proteas, 

have been successful over the past 18 months, winning series in Australia 

and England for the first time.

Erasmus has argued that ‘race’ will be with South Africans for some 

time to come, even if only ‘a detour on the way to new creations. It is always 

there because, whether we like it or not, we are still living in the shadow 

of the history of colonialism, segregation and apartheid, and their cultural 

and political aftermath’ (Erasmus 2001: 392). Does Erasmus’ view still have 

purchase? For the moment at least, given the ascendancy of an African 

leadership, it seems to have abated in the case of cricket. This is in keeping 

with the demands of narrow African nationalism that prioritise race over 

class, and economic prerogatives that value growth over redistribution and 

middle class entitlement over working class welfare. These tensions lie at the 

heart of the difficulties of nation-building and citizenship, but are also useful 

in the cynical world of electoral survival where the entitlement of a few may 

be dressed up as ‘future’ delivery to the many.

Race to transform Book 16-2-10.indb   213 2/16/10   4:43:23 PM

Fr
ee

 d
ow

nl
oa

d 
fr

om
 w

w
w

.h
sr

cp
re

ss
.a

c.
za



214 the race to transform: sport in post-apartheid south africa

Those wanting to argue for a transformative agenda for cricket 

need to understand the terrain on which they fight. In the early 1990s they 

could afford to look at the internal situation and try to create the conditions 

for change. The writings and debates during this period reveal that there 

was very little sense of the changing nature of the game and the impact 

of global forces (professionalisation, commercialisation, mediatisation, 

de-nationalisation), and how these should be factored into transformatory 

agendas. The international cricket calendar will soon have at least five 

Twenty20 leagues involving international players – the IPL, P20 in England, 

a Southern Premier League involving South Africa, Australia and New 

Zealand, the Champions League, a possible IPL Season 2 and ICC events. In 

the global championship of club winners mooted for October 2009, will J.P. 

Duminy play for the Mumbai Indians or the Cape Town South Africans? Can 

South African cricketing authorities insist on racial quotas in these teams, 

and how will they enforce them? 

Tim May, chief executive of the Federation of International Cricketers’ 

Associations, recently told Cricinfo that ‘more and more players’ have stated 

in surveys conducted by the association that they have ‘less of an attachment’ 

to international cricket’.45 The power of national cricketing authorities 

is under threat. If this is the way cricket is transforming, where will the 

commitment come from to throw resources into previously disadvantaged 

areas? The state has thus far been reluctant to contribute to developing sport. 

And the cricket authorities are unlikely to do so either. Despite the rhetoric, 

their agenda is to maintain a winning national team and the best way to do 

this, they have found, is via cricket-in-elite-schools schemes and national 

academies; in this way they can continue to attract millions of rands in 

sponsorships and lucrative broadcasting contracts. 

Is it not time to reflect on C.L.R. James’ adage that ‘cricket does not 

just reflect the age, it is the age’? Are we living in the age of the spectacle, 

where the emphasis is not on mass participation but on mass spectatorship?  

Are calls for redress and change as ‘outdated’ as the calls for more test 

cricket? Butana Khompela, the ANC MP and parliamentary head of the Sports 
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Portfolio Committee, might occasionally fume about the racial composition 

of national cricket teams and summon cricket bosses to Parliament, but 

do the new cricket lovers of the IPL care? Do the television bosses and 

team owners quake in their boots when Khompela speaks? Is there any 

significance in the fact that President Jacob Zuma sat among the dignitaries 

at the IPL final in May 2009? There was not one African on the field of play. 

He did not seem to care. For Zuma, the IPL’s coming to South Africa was 

a signal that South Africa was a safe destination, that it had the capacity to 

host mega events, and that the tournament was a financial boost for an ailing 

economy. Read in the context of his commitment to keeping the existing 

national macroeconomic project in place, it makes eminent sense. As James 

would say, ‘What do know they of cricket who only cricket know?’ (James 

1986: xxi).

Now, more than ever, cricket administrators have to look not just 

beyond the boundary but beyond the nation.    

Notes

 1  Basil D’Oliveira, the South African-born coloured cricketer, was forced into exile 

and began a test career as an England player at the advanced age of 34. He was 

invited to take part in the grand ceremony at Newlands that launched the Cricket 

World Cup 2003. Oborne writes, ‘I was privileged to watch from the stands as 
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‘exceptional’ D’Oliveira.
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Interviews

Ahmed Kharwa, former president of the non-racial Natal Cricket Board, Durban,  

16 July 2002

Haroon Lorgat, former convenor of the National Selection Committee, present CEO of 

the ICC, Durban, 23 March 2006
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