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21st May, 1947. 

& 
,~. Field Marshall Right Hon. J.e. Smuts, 

• Prime Minister,
Union of South Africa. 

• Sir, 

1. At a conference of representative Natal Indians held on 

the 4th May, 1947, at Durban, where our qrganiaation was 

constituted, certain resolutions bearing on the presen~ position 

of our people in South Africa w~re passed, which we the under

.signed, 	as a deputation, were authorised to convey to you. ~e 

are grateful to you for agreeing to reeeive us, 

The relevant resolutions are attached hereto and we 

take this opportunity of making certain comments thereon, 

I. 
 2. In Resolution Number 1 Conference gives the reasons tor 


the formation of and the aims of our organisation. In this 

resolution Conference recorded that the free, soc1al and 

". 

• economic development of Indians in Natal have been limited and 

their progress and existence seriously threatened by the pass1ft1, 

of the Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Rep~sentat1on Aet by the 

Union Parliament. Whilst adher1ng firmly to the fundamental 

principle of human rights, and the equality of man, Conterence 

was convinced that these ideals can best be real1sed in a spirit 

of goodwill and understand1ng and negotiation with the Govern

ment, the European Community and other dwellers'of this land. 

3. Resolution Five expresses the unalterable OPPOSition of 

our community to the ASiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representa

tion Act, which we respectfully submit was passed by Parliament 

last year as a result of an outburst of emotionalism on the part 

of the Europeans. The grounds on which we base our opposition 

are 

(a) 	 It is of a racially discriminatory character 
and therefore violates the Cape Town Agreement
and the princ1ples of the U.N. Charter; 

(b)/ 
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(b) 	 It is an attack upon the rights and freedom of 
an unrepresented minority; 

(c) 	 It seriously limits the land rights and the 
free economic and social development of the 
Indian community; 

(d) 	 It seeks to impose a form of franchise which is 
inequitable, ineffective and racial in 
character; 

and our Organisation therefore will seek the repeal of the Act 

by all constitutional and legitimate means. 

During the past twelve months the working of the Act 

has proved that the fears the Indian community held have been 

fully justified. The local authorities,and Europeans generally, 

are using the Act as a weapon of oppression and for the denial, 

by every possible means, of economic and social progress of the 

Indian community of Natal. 

,4. We submit that it is common cause that the Government of 

Ind1a, so long as our people are denied the franchise, 1s 

entitled to oversee the welfare of the South African Indian 

communit1 by virtue of the promises, undertakings and assuranoes 

given from time to time by the Imperial Government and the 

Natal Government to Indian settlers who were invited to Natal. 

This right of the Indian Government was further strengthened by 

the Cape Town Agreement of 1927 and reaffirmed by the Conference 

of 1932. Our appeal to the Government of India for help 

followed only after we had failed to persuade you not to pass 

the Asiatic Act. 

It is needless for us to delve into the implication ot 

the Resolution passed by the United Nations reading as fol10... : 

ftTHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HAVING taken note of the 
application made by the Government of India 
regarding the treatment of Indians 1n the Union 
of South Africa and having considered the matter: 

1. 	 STATES that, because of that treatment, 
friendly relations between the two Member 
states have been impaired, and unless a 
satisfactory settlement is reached, these 
relations are likely to be further impaired.; 

2./ 
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2. IS OF THE OPINION that the treatment ot 
Indians in the Union should be in conformity 

, with the international obligations under the 
agreements concluded between the two Govern
ments and the relevant provisions of the 
Charter; 

3. THEREFORE REQUESTS the two Governments to 
report 	at the next session of the General 
Assembly the measures adopted to this effect." 

Our Conference, taking cognisance of thiS, resolved that 

we should respectfully request you:

(8) 	 To take immediat& steps for the resumption
of diplomatic relations, .between the Union 
and India; 

(b) 	 To initiate discussion in accordance with'the 
United Nations resolution between representa
tives of the Union and Indian Governments to 
arrive at a solution of all matters arreetlng
Indians and in such discussions to at!,,"~d South 
African Indian representation. 

5. We are not unmindful ot the repercussions that have 

ensued trom the impairment of relations between India and the 

Union. Our purpose today is to submit to you that the cent1n

uance ot this deadlock is not conducive to the friendly rela

tionship between two almost neighbourly ~t1ons, and, what is 

••fl, nor w111 it contributQ to the happiness and prosperity ot 

your Indian peep1e. 

We urge upon you, as our Prime Minister, to take all 

po~.ible steps to resume diplomatic relations with India, tor 
, 	 . 

we firmly believe that it is only by mutual discussions and 

.onterenoes that the present ~~happy state of affairs ean be 

brought to an end. 

We are happy to learn that communications have ~a..sed 

between ycurself and the Government of India. This has fort1fled , 
WI 10 our resolution. Now that Pandit Nehru has indicated his 

earnestness to commence.diseuas!ons and not to allow any question 

of prestige' to stand in the way by implementing the United Nation. 

Resolution, we ask that you, Sir, will, on your part, net allow 

anyl 
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any question of prestige or pride to stand in the way of 

bringing about friendly relations between the two countries and 

thus resolve the deadlock that exists between the two countries, 

• and to bring to an end the unhappy state of affairs in which the 

Indian community of South Africa finds itself by the passing of 

the Asiatic Act. As people who are immediately concerned and e' 
who would be affected by any settlement arrived at, our Confer

ence resolved that in all discussions between the Union and 

Indian Governments, the Indian community of South Africa should 

be accorded representation. 

6. In Resolution Six our Conference, after deep thought and 

consideration, resolved that the appointment of the proposed 

As1atic Advisory Board should not be proceeded with. We submit 
~ 

that .apart trom the reasons given in the Resolution, the Indian 

community, being a permanent part of the South Afr1can natton, 

\' fundamentally, its political, economiC, social and educational 

destinies are inextricably bound up with those of the other 

• 
I,

aections of the nation.. (Though the South Af~!can natiOl! is 
I 

multi-racial, it 1s homogeneous in the destiny of South Africa 

as a whole, and in the best interests of our country, therefore, 

that homogenlty should be maintained. The interests of the 

various groups within our nation are common and the formation .. 
of Advisory Boards or like bodies would tend to diSintegrate the 

Nation and to project the racial differences. The world is 
, 1f 

moving away trom this ideal of diSintegration and racial intol

erance, and the reputation of our country would be injured were 

she to hesitate to pattern the life of har multi-racial peoples 

in accordance with the accepted ideals of the United Nationsy 

7. Our population of Natal more-or-less approximates that 

of the European, and it is against the canons of all ethics to 

deny us a 'voice in the affairs of the country. In order to, 
dispel the fear of the Europeans of Natal, a fear which we 

submit is unreasonable, we have suggested that franchise on the 

common/ 
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and economic qualifications. Pendiftg the realisation of this 

legitimate aspiration we have, in Resolution Seven, suggested 

means whereby the Indian community er Natal can have an effec

tive say in matters of urgent importance such as housing, 

education, provision er oivlc areenlt1es, end 1n the general 

progress of our people towards that goal which the Union Govern

ment has set for us in the Cspe Town Agreement of 1927. 

w. have the honour to remainw 

Sir, 

Your. obediently, 
1')l\'::l rei C!. Tl\lfIlIl",Rajee A.p. Kajee. ~. 

-P.R. Pather, ) ,iieRitmi§E.l. Hat'feje& ) 

V.K. Pillay )
X.S. Pillay )
C.M. Anglla )
R.S, Khan ) IIM§M OF aD
A.B. Moosa )
G.N. MMla ~ ~iJ~titENX~IAN 
G. SlUt '." ORQANIQ,AT,rtL.
I.G.H. Kathrada~ , 

A.I. Kajee ) 

~£S"~., ti:•• ox 3 4. Cape Town. 

,,~dg)l!f~I§I: 
, , Barest, Durban..· .. 
~ : 

r' 

! 

~ 

i· 

CTB.304• 
.. 



