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It should be clear from my brief survey that there are many openin~ for research by nonresident historians in the field of South African history. For the period before 1806 a good reading
knowledge of Dutch and Afrikaans is essential. Many English translations of documents from the
19th and 20th centuries written in these languages are available, but important works have been or
are being published in Afrikaans in many historical fields. A reading knowledge of French, German
and Portuguese is also sometimes necessary, and for material from the late 19th century a reading
and speaking knowledge of several Bantu languages, such as Xhosa, Zulu, North and South Sotho
could also be helpful.
Non-resident historians interested in the field of South African history should, before coming
to the Republic, carefully plan their research projects. All important secondary works and source
material available in print should be consulted overseas. Such historians should select their State
Archives Depot carefully , mindful of the fact that many overseas records pertaining to limited periods
and topics are available on microfilm in the main archives at Pretoria and Cape Town. The best
collection of Anglo-Boer War material to be found anywhere in the world is concentrated in Pretoria.
The regime of the Dutch East India Company in South Africa is well documented in Cape Town as
the result of fairly exhaustive fieldwork in the Netherlands. Many important 19th century documents
systematically filmed in Great Britain are housed in Cape Town and Pretoria. Researchers interested
in 20th century history should carefully determine beforehand which types of records are open. Not
many types of unpublished state documents in the Republic of South Africa and the territory of
South West Africa are open after I 920- 1925, but the researcher may be able to find material in a~
,..
number of private collections, university archives, church and missionary archives, and in the
manuscript collections of some institutes. GFeat masses of printed material illustrating 20th century
South African history, are as a rule freely available in all the major libraries in Pretoria, Johannesburg.
Pietermaritzburg, Durban, Bloemfontein, Kimberley, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown.
The period of rapid transition which is transforming South Africa in the second half of the
present century is making it extremely difficult for South African and overseas historians to attain
perspective; and this is cspecia1ly true of those writing on 20th century history. Historians are
tempted to move out of their true sphere, the past, and to become prophets or moralists. As more
basic documents become available (e.g. in the form of court records which already today can be freely
consulted in the South African State Archives), non-resident historians may be able to make
significant contributions to the re-interpretation of contemporary or near-contemporary South
Africa.

HISTORY IN THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNIVERSITIES OF SOUTH AFRICA
by N.G. Garson, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

The distinction between English-speaking and Afrikaans historians is to some extent artificial.
A few Afrikaans students are registered for postgraduate work in the English-medium universities,
while there are English-speakjng historians on the staff of the bilingual University of South Africa.
The specific observations in this paper are confined to the four English-medium universities of Cape
Town, Natal, Rhodes and the Witwatersrand. In the history departments of these universities the
process by which South Africans have replaced British expatriates has been completed. All but two
or three of the thirty odd teaching posts are at present filled by South Africans. About half of them,
including three of the departmental heads, have undertaken at least part of their training in British
universities with which they have therefore retained at least personal and informal links.
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The conditions of service under which South African historians work differ from those of
expatriates working in African universities. Expatriate staff at African universities enjoy opp ortunities
to return at frequent intervals to Europe and America where they are able to consolidate their
research work and reap the benefit of renewed contacts with scholars in related fields. South
African historians go overseas less frequently and remain more isolated. Unlike their expatriate
colleagues elsewhere in Africa, they generally feel attached to.South Africa more or less permanently.
The projects they underta,.ke are often longer term, although it is not always for that reason that
these take longer to complete.
The fact that there are so few honours graduates in history - twenty distributed among these
four departments would be a high figure for any one year - prevents expansion of postgraduate work
at the master and doctoral levels. An estimate of fifty research students registered in the four history
departments under review would probably be too high. Of these, hardly any are likely to be pursuing
their research on a genuinely full time basis. Included in the total might be ten to fifteen staff
members, often too over-worked as teachers to have any prospects of completing within a reasonable
time the research for the higher degrees on which their promotion often depends. In these
departments there are hardly any foreign postgraduate students pursuing research and no non-whites
studying history at any level.
The founding of the South African Historical Society five years ago, on the basis of professional
co"peration between Afrikaans and English-speaking historians, has undoubtedly raised the morale
of South African historians generally. Three small but successful conferences and the launching of
the Sout>JAfrican Historical Journal as a local outlet for research articles have been the chief fruit.
Reeent ~elopments in academic publishing in South Africa have ensured also that any thesis that is
worth bringing out as a book can secure publication in that form.
Although the research in progress in• the history departments of the English-speaking universities
is quantitatively small, the tendency for it to be concentrated on topics in the general field of modern
southern African history lends it a certain coherence. This concentration also reflects some
appreciation of the huge task that confronts South African historians in trying to fill the gaps in the
historiography of this country and its neighbours.
The selection of subjects approved for higher degrees in history at the English-speaking
universities takes place on somewhat arbitrary and eclectic grounds. Nearly all the work is being done
in the very modern or near contemporary periods, extending from the firm beginning of British
rule (and therefore relying on extensive source material in English) at the Cape in 1806 to the 20th
century. The interests of supervisors help to determine what is done. During the gestation period
lasting some twelve years of the late Professor J.S. Marais's Fall of Kruger 's R epublic (Oxford, 1961 ),
much of the postgraduate research in the University of the Witwatersrand history department was
focused on Anglo-Boer relations in the I 880's and 1890's. The preparation of Professor L.M. Thompson's
Unification of South Africa (Oxford, 1960) provides a parallel case at the University of Cape Town.
In his biography of Smuts, Sir Keith Hancock acknowledges assistance in the form of specific
assignments carried out by South African scholars at his request.
My own interest in the history of South African political parties - a field in which the
pioneering venture has been Dr. T .R.H. Davenport's The Afrikaner Bond 1880- 1911 (Cape Town,
1966} - is generating some worl<. Including long honours essays, the topics covered are: the
political behaviour of the Transvaal British population 1902 to 1907 (a recently completed Ph.D.
thesis by A.A. Mawby), the history of the Unionist Party up to 191 5; the United Party opposition
1948 to 1961 ; and the attack on the voting rights of Cape Africans up to 1936. Work is in progress
on the establishment of the South African Party in I 9 I I and on the labour disturbances o f 1913.
Other work on party history is being done elsewhere: a study of the history of the South African
Labour Party up to 1929 at the University of Cape Town; and the history of the Unionist
Party, at Rhodes. Work on South African general elections since Union is being undertaken by
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Miss Clodagh O'Dowd of the University of Cape Town, and on the national flag issue J926-27 by
Mr. H. Saker.
The work of Professor Marais as an Honorary Research Associate oft he University of the
Witwatersrand on the political and military history of the Anglo-Boer war was unfortunately still
unfinished at the time of his death. For the same university, Mr. S.B. Spies, of the University of
South Africa, is preparing a doctoral thesis on policies towards civilians in the Transvaal and Orange
Free State during that war. Also in the general field of Anglo-Boer war studies is the research being
carried out by Mr. A. Davey of the University of Cape Town, also for a Ph.D. thesis, into the history
of the pro-Boer movement in Britain. Two students of the University of the Witwatersrand are
registered in fields falling outside those mentioned so far, the topics being the history of missions in
Swaziland and policy towards Indians in the Transvaal. Two students at the University of Cape Town
arc investigating respectively the conciliation movement in the Cape Colony, I 899- 1902, and the
impact of the Anglo-Boer war on Rhodesia and Bechuanaland .
Reflecting in part local predilections but also the material available in particular places, historical
work in South African universities is often provincial in emphasis. Much of the research being
carried on at the University of C'.ape Town and Rhodes University is in the field of Cape colonial
history. One student at the former university is investigating the role of the British navy at the Cape
during the frrst occupation and another is studying the second occupation of 1806. The British
administration of Griqualand West in the I 870's is being covered by two others. Other C'.ape topics
in progress are a study of Sir James Rose Innes, the W.P. Schreiner-Milner relationship and a
- · _..,.
history of the town of Worcester.
At Rhodes Professor W. Maxwell, the head of the Department, is editing the diary of the 1820
settler, Thomas Stubbs, while Mr. K. Hunt is completing a work on the governorship of Sir Lowry Cole
in Mauritius and at the Cape. Postgraduate work is being done on the governorship and high
commissionership of Sir Philip Wodehouse and on the history of the Cape Advisory Council. More
in the field of imperial than strictly Cape history is the work completed by Dr. J.A. Benyon, also of
Rhodes, for an Oxford D.Phil. on Basutoland and the High Commission up to 1884, while work is
being begun at the University of Cape Town on Basutoland under British rule.
The work of Mrs. Phyllis Lewsen of the University of the Witwatersrand, in editing the
correspondence of John X. Merriman for the Van Riebeeck Society, counts primarily as a contribution
to Cape history. Dr. BA. le Cordeur of the same university is working on the separatist movement
in the Cape and also on urban origins in South Africa generally. Under his supervision students are
investigating the role of the municipality of Cape Town in Cape politics up to 1860 and the later
career of John Fairbairn as politician and journalist. An external Ph.D. thesis is about to be presented
on the role of the British humanitarians on the Cape Eastern Frontier, 1834-1836. The interest of
Mr. A. Duminy of the University of Natal in political opinion in Britain in regard to colonisation
(l815-1853)hasa bearing on both the Cape and Natal.
Natal topics understandably make up much of the research effort of the University of Natal
at both Pietermaritzburg and Durban. Professor K. McIntyre of Durban has an interest in the career
of Sir Theophilus Shepstone, while the lieutenant-governorship of B.C.C. Pine {l 850-l 8SS)is being
investigated at MA. level. lnterest in Zululand is reflected in a recent M.A. dissertation on Dinizulu,
while currently Mr. C. de B. Webb of Pietermaritzburg is preparing a study of Zululand and the
responsible government issue ( 1879- 1893) and Miss Brenda Nicholls of Rhodes is working on the
Colenso family and the Zulu people (I 873-1883). Falling outside this category are two recently
published works by members of the Durban staff of the University of Natal, Mr. J.W. Horton's
First Seventy Years (a history of the Witwatersrand Council of Education) and Dr. S. Glass's Matabe/e
War. Mr. R.L. Cope of the University of the Witwatersrand is preparing for publication the diary of
Thomas Hodgkin, one of the early Wesleyan missionaries in the Transvaal.
Comparable individual undertakings at Rhodes are Dr. T.R.H. Davenport's proposed survey of
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Native (Urban Areas) Legislation, Mr. G. Neame's interest in the history of South African
painting and Mr. J.H. Davidson's literary and historical study of Anthony Trollope's South Africa.
At the University of Cape Town Professor Axelson's sustained contribution to the '1istory of
Portugal's African possessions still continues, as docs the work on the Smuts Papers of Dr. J. v-Jn
dcr Poe!, in collaboration with Sir Keith Hancock. The recently published study of Smuh- lV('sf
Africa 1880- 1894 by Dr. Jan Hendrik Esterhuyse, now Director-elect of Archives, was origi nally
submitted to the University of Cape Town as a doctoral thesis.
Reference to the adoption of such new approaches and methods as have been applied to
tropical African studies raises, in its application to South African historians, the issue of African
history, with its characteristic features ofan inter-disciplinary approach, utilisation of oral tradition
as well as documents and partial reliance on field work. Three South African-trained historians arc
among the contributors to the first volume of the Oxford History of South Africa, while others of
similar background are also working as Africanists abroad, as two of these are. But as far as the
historians specifically arc concerned ( excluding the contributions of archaeologists and social
anthropologists) little research is being done in South Africa involving the new techniques utilised
elsewhere for studying African history.
One of the reasons for the failure of the new approaches to African history to activate South
African historians is their general isolation from other African universities. Although representatives
from the University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland and the University College of Rhodesia
attended the last conference of the South African Historical Society, contacts between South
African ~to rians and their colleagues in these universities, and still more those of tropical Africa,
hav• rem~ed very slight.
Since there arc sources on virtually all topics in South African history both in South Africa
itself and Britain, a two-way movement of•historians from both countries, purely for the purpose
of consulting material, is practically ensured. Overseas scholars will generally find that it is necessary
for them to visit South Africa in order to ascertain how much material is available, while to consult
it they will usually have to travel fairly extensively within the country.
There are major Africana collections associated with each of the four universities. Al Cape
Town there are the additional resources of the South African Public Library and al Johannesburg
those of the municipal Strange (Africana) Library. The central and Transvaal archives are situated
in Pretoria while the remaining colonial, republican and provincial records are in Cape Town,
Pietermaritzburg and Bloemfontein. Also in Bloemfontein is the newly established political archive
of the University of the Orange Free State. The holdings of the various government archives arc
generally subject to the fifty years rule.
Overseas scholars visiting the country to carry out research generally communicate with our
history departments, and often obtain advice and information about the material available. The
informal and personal contacts built up in this way appear to be valued on both sides. Both
established scholars and postgraduate students are involved.
Non-white scholars are likely to encounter practical difficulties concerning work in South
Africa to a greater degree than white visitors. Access to archives and libraries is not the chief problem,
for although separate facilities may have to be used, the material itself will normally be accessible.
It is over entry into the country,accommodation and movement that difficulties may well arise,
but these need not be insuperable.
The facilities available in South African universities for visiting historians offer Iii tic to a1 tract
either the foreign university teacher or postgraduate student. No university offers a postgraduate
seminar programme purely in history. Individual universities do offer inter-0isciplinary programmes.
for example in African studies, which can be utilised to provide the overseas visitor with an
opportunity to test his ideas on a group of South African scholars from various disciplines.
Ideally the con tribution of overseas scholars should not be confined to African history, where
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the present emphasis lies. One difficulty is that a reading knowledge of Dutch and Afrikaans generaUy
becomes necessary both in this field and others. South African historians should clearly tackle more
African history, but without losing sight of the fields that occupy them at present. Complete coordination of research seems unlikely and is perhaps not desirable. Although !he study areas as well
as !he points of view adopted hy British and Soulh African historians arc likdy lo diverge in many
respects, this need nol minimise the cumulative contributions to knowledge that they may jointly
achieve and it should sharpen the mutual stimulus of the exchanges between them.
Among future signs of co-operation between British and South African historians having
southern Africa in common as their field, one might be the regular participation of at least one or
two British historians at the biennial conferences of the South African Historical Society. British
historians working on southern African or related topics might also be persuaded to place some of
their articles in the South African Historical Journal, so helping it to overcome the shortage of
suitable material and also improving it by adding an international flavour.
It seems unlikely that many British academics will be willing in future to accept permanent
appointments in South African universities. What needs to be explored is the possibility of arranging
mutuaUy satisfactory appointments on the basis of short term contracts. This would seem an
appropriate course for the recently qualified young teacher about to start out on his career. With
historians the obvious case in point is that of an Africanist wishing to work on a southern African
topic. In South Africa we need to know whether any response is likely to be forthcoming to offers
of posts made on such a basis.
- . ..,._
One effective contribution that South African universities could make to the promotion of
co-operative historical research would be ,!>y sponsoring at least one postgraduate seminar programme
in which the resourcc:s of several universities might be combined. If such an innovation proved
successful, the seminar might rotate annually or perhaps less frequently, between those universities
interested in the scheme. Such a development would have to take place on the basis of continuing
co-operation between English-speaking and Afrikaans historians, while provision for the full
participation of non-white students would be highly desirable. A great increase in the number of
foreign postgraduate students working in the country might make it desirable to formalise the links
between these students and the local universities. One device might be the appointment of South
African academics in appropriate fields as temporary supervisors in situ.
There is a need on the part of the individual de artments o histmy_in__South Africa to agree
among themselves on some rough 1vision of those researcJLfields Jn South African history on which
they wish to concentrate their respectiv~ ~fforts. While regimentation would not be welcomed anywhere, a more systematic approach would have advantages. The Cape universities might place their
emphasis on Cape colonial and parliamentary history in the 19th century, while those of the Transvaal
could focus their main attention on general South African developments since 1902 or 1910 and
concentrate on the northern provinces when tackling earlier and more local themes. A more conscious
direction of research energies along such lines might encourage the development of team projects
sponsored by individual departments. Where such projects have a close relation to interests concentrated
at particular British universities, in such fields as colonial and African history, individual British and
South African universities might joifltly sponsor both research programmes and publication.
In South African universities there is a general awareness of the inadequacies of the academic
structure on which their relatively limited research is based. Particularly in the English-speaking
universities there is awareness also of the precarious and circumscribed nature of their academic
freedom. History is a sensitive subject and even professional historians may yet find their researches
impeded and their publications censored on political grounds.
In spite of this most South African academics are keenly aware that, difficult as it is for them
to function effectively in the framework in which they find themselves, their isolation from the
international academic community can only make things worse. They welcome the kind of co-operation
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envisaged in this symposium. For historians there is the added consideration that whatever changed
relations the future may bring, the past will remain a common field for cumulative or co-operative
endeavour, for the British and South African experiences have now been inextricably linked for
more than a hundred and seventy years.

THE STUDY OF SOUTH AFRICAN HISTORY IN GREAT BRITAIN

by A.E. Atmore, School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London

Prima facie there is nothing intrinsic that should set apart historians of southern Africa based
upon this country from scholars in South Africa, either in the English or in the Afrikaans language
universities, on the one hand, or from the main stream of historians of tropical Africa on the other.
What differentiates them, or tends to, is the result of historical circumstances rather than academic
intent. The historiographical tradition of tropical Africa which has developed over the last twenty
years in this country and elsewhere is based upon different attitudes and involves different premises
from those of the historiographical traditions which took root in South Africa a century ago or more.
The relatjon between Britain and the study of South African history is close and long established.
Getieratlt5'ns of whHe South African scholars (many of them Rhodes Scholars) have taken postgraduate
degrees at British universities, mainly Oxford and Cambridge, using the copious archival materials
in this country to write theses upon varions aspects of their own history. These scholars have
generally returned to South Africa, where they have found a considerable portion of what can be
called the liberal English language school of South African historians. But a number of expatriate
South African historians working in this country have found in the more recent methodological
approach of the historians of tropical Africa much that answers their intellectual needs. Younger
British born scholars who have turned to the South African field of course start from a solid tropical
African historiographical base. These scholars, British and South African, tend to be based either
upon Oxford or Cambridge, or upon Centres for African Studies such as those at London, Sussex and
Edinburgh.
This paper is an attempt at a general appraisal of the current state of play of South African•
historical studies in this country rather than a description of the players and their individual
endeavours. It concludes with some thoughts (or hopes) upon possible future developments.
Professors Wilson and Thompson, in the preface to the first volume of the Oxford History of South
Africa, rightly consider that the proper area of study in the history of southern Africa is the
interrelation and interdependence between the various peoples of the sub-continent. Nevertheless,
until more is known of the non-white sides of this interrelationship, only a limited progress can be
made in attaining this larger historical perspective.
Many historians of South Africa in the United Kfogdom are concerned therefore to fill in the
very considerable gaps which exfst in the present state of knowledge concerning the non-white
peoples. These, of course, can never be studied in a vacuum, and already much work has (or is)
being done upon the relations of these groups one with another and with their white neighbours.
It goes almost without saying that these (the non-white) aspects of South African history strongly
• This paper is concerned mainly with historical studies about Africa south of the
Limpopo, i.e., the Republic and Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland; Rhodesia is
only mentioned in passing.
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