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industries which supports thousands of homes on the North
Pacific Coast of America.
It is natural that intrusion by others, who have contributed
nothing to the well-being of the fishery, would be resented.
Canadians consider they have a property right in the salmon
and halibut, regardless of whether the Esh are within the
territorial limits of British Columbia or not. Stocks of salmon
and halibut have been protected by large sums of money
expended not only by the Provincial, but by the Dominion
Government. Fishermen have also contributed their share
by being restricted in the quantities which they have been
allowed to take each year.
The matter is of vital importance, and will have to be brought
to the notice of those nations who, having exhausted supplies
of marine fishes near their own shores, now seek to share in
that upon which so-much care has been bestowed by others.
It is to be hoped that something will soon be done, that all
concerned may work together for the common good, and for
protecting the salmon, revered by the Indian of long ago, and
to-day so carefully guarded by enlightened men of the North
American Continent.
MARY NICHOLL.

P ancouvCT, B.C.

Apples from Canada
Canada has harvested a bumper crop of apples, and no small
proportion of the fruit on the Christmas table in this country
will have hailed from the orchards of that Dominion. By the
time the season is over, something like 5 ,000,000 barrels of
apples will have been plucked from the Maritime Provinces,
Ontario and British Columbia, a considerable advance on last
year. Canadian apples made an excellent start by capturing
prizes at the Imperial Fruit Show at Birmingham, when
high awards were taken for McIntosh, Jonathan, Delicious,
Newtown, Spitzenburg, Wagner, Golden Russet, Northern
Spy and Cox's Orange varieties.
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THE INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa herself belongs rightly to the West. It was
from the countries of Europe that her early settlers came, yet
it is significant that she first attracted public attention as a
possible half-way house between East and West. At the time
of the East India Companies, the settlement at the Cape was
regarded simply as an outpost of the East Indies. In fact it
was not intended to be a colony at all, but merely to minister
to the trade with the East. Gradually it became the pivot
around which the "Grand Trade" between East and West
revolved and the Cape was then commonly known as "The
avern of the Indian Ocean." To-day, although the Cape has
ceased to be the half-way house to India, the country still
retains many tangible connections with the Orient.
The first requisite for the understanding of any people and
their problems is a comprehension of their land. South Africa
is characterised by a colossal plentitude in its natural endow
ments. More, perhaps, than other countries, South Africa
abounds in contrasts and contradictions. Its climate varies
from the temperate to the tropical, its foliage is of every species,
born the pine to the palm, and its people of every type of
mankind. Its charm rests not only in the wide expanse of the
rolling veldt and the grandure of its mountains, but in the
variety of its inhabitants among whom we find a fair propor
tion of Indians. Most of the Indians are settled in Natal.
Durban, its principal port, is a quaint half-Asiatic, half-African
town with every semblance of a European city. The streets
are modern, the architecture of the buildings are such as one
might find anywhere in Europe. But the flamboyance of the
sub-tropics and the Orient, with its luxuriant foliage and the
brilliance of sunshine in all seasons, is there mingled in a fashion
intriguing and fascinating.
The most important of Natal's productions is the growing of
sugar, and it is extremely interesting to watch the Indian
labourers working side by side with the stern Zulus on the sloping
fields of sugar-cane. To-day, the Indians of Natal number over
170 ,000. When the European settlers found they could not
cope with the untrained work of the Zulus, East Indians were
~IDported as indentured labourers. This was the first appreciable
mtroduction of Indians into South Africa. Between 1860 and
1866, the sugar plantations of Natal received some sp ec Indian
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labourers. The supply was then stopped, but the demands of
the planters became so urgent, that in 1874 the importation of
indentured labourers from India was again permitted. Immigra
tion of this kind continued without hindrance until 1907, and
they thus became a considerable section of the population of
Natal. When their indentures expired, most of them remained
as " free" Indians engaging in farming, market-gardening and
hawking. Many began to trade and later to compete with
European traders. They pushed their way into the larger
centres and beyond Natal to the Transvaal and the Cape.
The Indians of South Mrica are as much bound by tradition
to the old ways of life as their brethren of India. They are
most difficult to persuade into change of any kind, and remain
a distinct people with their own observances and ways of living.
They are of many castes and different creeds; they and their
ancestors came from all parts of India and brought with them
something of the .atmosphere of their place of origin. Their
life in many respects differs to what it would be in India. But,
on the whole, they are fairly orthodox, ceremonial in their
dietary and not altogether without punctilio in such matters
as the colours of a turban, the placing of a caste-mark or the
lay of a shoulder-cloth.
For the most part, they are rigid in the observance of their
sacred rights. They respect the Sabbath and festivals with the
same religious fervour and zeal as they would at home. All
over the country are to be seen Indian mosques and Hindu
temples. Most of these are quite large and substantial, but
plain and unminaretted edifices. The Indians of South Africa
are proud of their ancestral inheritance and cling devotedly to
the teachings of their fathers. Their faith in themselves keeps
them virile and courageous, though they have in the past
experienced much political strife and social discrimination.
Anti-Indian legislation has been prompted by economic
motives. South Mrica has never been slow in introducing
immigration restrictions on aliens who might come into com
mercial competition with the Dutch and English settlers. One
need only recall the Quota Act of 1932 limiting the influx of
settlers, mainly Jews, from Eastern European countries, to
appreciate the light in which all the anti-Indian measures were
introduced. After the Boer War, Lord Milner raised the question
of the treatment of British Indians in the Transvaal whose
movements the Republican Government had attempted to
restrict. A law passed in 1885 regulated the residence of Asiatics
and prevented them from acquiring land. It was pointed out
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that this was contrary to the London Convention. The matter
was referred to arbitration, and the award made in favour
of the Transvaal.
In 1907, in pursuance of its election pledges, the Transvaal
Government carried a measure for the registration of all Asiatic
residents, including British Indians, and imposing penalties
for non-registration certificates. The British Indians, however,
led by Mr. Gandhi, led a powerful agitation against the registra
tion statute and a "passive resistance" movement was
inaugurated. Gandhi and several other Indian leaders were
.
and large numbers deported to India. The
~r:a!L~~t'~l"UJG~"ouvernment made a protest, but the Imperial Govern
ment did not see its way to interfere in the affairs of a self
governing Colony. The measure in question was accompanied
"by another, providing for the restriction of immigration, aimed
also, in the main, at the British Indians. Attempts at com
;;~~~.'f~~lU·~~ were made in 1908, but these failed, and in the same year
registration and immigration acts were passed. Large
......."v"rs of Asiatics, however, registered themselves under the
of 1908. On the other hand, 8,000 Indians had been
compelled to leave the country and 2,500 men imprisoned for
failure to comply with the Registration Act. Agitation on the
subject continued under Gandhi's leadership and had not ended
when the Union was inaugurated.
Natal also had its troubles in connection v.-ith the Indian
problem. In 1895, an Act was passed imposing a yearly tax
of £3 on Indians whose indentures of service had expired and
who remained in the Colony. Various other restrictive measures
were: an Indian Immigration Restriction Act in 1897, directly
aimed at Indians; a General Immigration Restriction Act in
....,...,.- 1903, excluding immigrants who could not write in an European
language; a Dealer's Licences Act in 1907, restricting the
trading activites of Indians. The Colony was beginning to feel
the pressure of competition caused by the presence of a growing
community of industrious people who were enterprising traders
and serious commercial rivals. In these matters there is usually
no such thing as the application of abstract justice. Indian
labourers had been imported for the benefit of the Natal planters,
ap.~ so long as they remained boun~ by indentures, subject to
ngld control, and worked for then masters, there was no
objection to them. But when they were free from their inden
tures and began to earn an independent livelihood, they were
regarded as an undesirable section of the people among whom
they lived.

THE EMPIRE REVIEW

,

A commISSIOn was appointed to enquire into the subject
and reached the decision that the importation of indentured
labour should not be discontinued, as such labour was essential
for the development of sugar, tea, wattle-growing, farming and
coal-mining. The Commission also reported that except as
labourers, the Indians were undesirable in Natal, and that there
should be a compulsory repatriation. That, however, was not
possible in a land where they had already won for themselves
economic power and were big land and property owners. In
Durban, Pietermaritzburg, and other urban centres, Indians
own the most valuable town properties.
The feeling among traders against the competition of
Asiatics establishing themselves in the country towns of the
Transvaal was growing in intensity. It was alleged that these
Indian traders threatened to oust their European rivals from the
field of many commercial enterprises, especially shopkeeping
on a small scale. Owing to their simple standards and lower
requirements of living, they were able to undersell their com
petitors and obtained wide patronage among the white rural
population owing to the credit facilities which they gave.
The Ministry were pledged to deal with the problem and in 1913
they introduced a comprehensive Immigration Bill which
became an Act of Parliament. Immediately another passive
resistance movement was begun. Gandhi again took the lead
and was imprisoned.
In Natal, also, a poll-tax had been imposed upon Indians,
and when this was enforced, 5,000 went on strike. The matter
was also taken up on their behalf by Lord Hardinge, the
Viceroy of India. At length the Union Government agreed to
appoint a Commission on which a distinguished Indian civilian,
Sir Benjamin Robertson was to advocate the cause of the
British Indians. This Commission reported early in 1914-, and
recommended the abandonment of the tax and suggested
modifications of the Immigration Law. Gandhi then left
the country.
South Africa is full-well conscious of the strong personalities
of the different Indian Agent-Generals who have from time to
time visited the country. It seems to-day there is a better
feeling of trust between the Indians and the South Africans
than existed in the past. The Indian settlers themselves, many
of whom had sprung from the humbler sections of their people,
are gradually advancing in their Vvay of living and their outlook
on life. The grandchildren of the one-time indentured labourers
attend Universities and Colleges. They have, to-day, their own
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.:!octors, lawyers, teachers and social reformers who bring the
more advanced lessons of 'Western Civilisation into intimate
.:ontact with the every-day life of the Indian Communities.
The Orient in South Africa is a transplanted tree which
flourishes as well there as in the land of its origin. Its human
flowers are as flamboyant in colouring and as essentially
mysterious in p~r~um.e as ~hose of the parent soil. In f~ct: the
Indian commumties m thIs old-new country seem to mdicate
chat East and West do meet, not only where the foaming breakers
of the Atlantic greet the waters of the Indian Ocean, but in the
cosmopolitan streets of this westernised colony.
HELEN A LIEBERl\iAN.

Cape Town.

A Four-Thousand Mile Chain
Canada is forging ahead with the last two links of her
great trans-Continental Highway. One of the most remark
able engineering feats of its kind, it will enable motorists to
travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific, over a distance of
4,000 miles. From Halifax they will pass to old Quebec,
thence to vVestern Ontario, via the Prairie Provinces to the
ultimate grandeurs of British Columbia through snow
capped mountains, soaring above the river-rifted forests.
The completion will mean much to the tourist industry in
Canada, already one of the largest industries in the
Dominion. It is estimated that visitors to Canada spend
£60,000,000 every year, and the new highway, linking as it
wilI, some 400,000 miles of road penetrating to all parts of
the Dominion, will bring substantial accretions.
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