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Annexure containixlg summary of the conclusions reached by the Round' 
Table Conference on the Indian question in South Africa. 

1. Boheme af assisted emigration.-(I) Any Indian of 16 years or over may 
avail himself of the scheme. In case of a family, the decision of the father will 
bind the wife and minor children under 16 years. 

(2) Each person of 16 years of age or over will receive a bonus of £20 and 
each child under that age a sum of £10. No maximum sball be fixed for a· 
family. A decrepit adult who is unable to earn his living by reason of a 
physical disability may, at tbf' discretion of the Union authorities, receive a 
pension in lieu of or in addition to tpe bonus. The pension will be paid 
t.hrough some convenient official agency in Ind ia out of a fund provided by the
U Ilion Government to such amount as tbey may determine. It is expected 
that the amount req uired will JIOt exceed £500 per ann urn in all. 

In every case the bonus will be payable in India on arrival at destination 
or afterwards, through some banking institution of repute. 

(3) Free pas!)l:tge, including railway fares to port of embarkation in South 
Africa and from port of landing in Indi~ to de!itination inland, will also be 
provided. 

(4) Emigrants will travel to Ind,ia via BOplbay as well as via Madras. 
Emigrants landing at Bombay will be sent direct from the ship to their destina
tion at the expense of the Union Government. 

SUfTey and certification of ships shall be &trictly supervised and conditions. 
on the voyage, especially in respect of sanitary arrangements, feeding and 
medical attendance, improved. . 

(5) Before a batch of emigrants leaves the U nioD, information will be 
sent to some designated authority in India at least one month in advance giving 
(a) a list of intending emigrants and their families, (b) their occupation in 
South Africa and the occupation or employment which they would require in 
India, and (0) the amount of cash and other resources which each possesses. 
On arrival in India emigrants will be (i) advised, and so far as possible, protect
ed against squandering their cash or losing it to ad venturers, and (ii) helped, as 
far as possible, to settle in occupations for which they are best suited by their 
aptitude or their resources. Any emigrant wishing to participate in emigration 
schemes authorised by the Government of India will be given the same facilities: 
jn India as Indian nationals. 

r". (6) An assisted emigrant wishing to return to the Union l\ ill be allowed 
• to do so within three years from the date of departure from .South Africa. As. 

condition precedent to re ..entry, an emigrant shall refund in full to some re
cognized authority in India the bonus and cost of passage including railway 
fares received on his own behalf and if he has a family, on behalf of his family. 
A- pro rata reduction will, however, be made (i) in respect of a member of the 
family who dirs in the interim or a daughter who marries in India and does. 
not return, and (ii) in other cases of unforeseen hardship, at the diRcretion of 
the-Minister. 

(7) After expiry of three years Union domicile will be lost in agreement 
with the proposed revision or the law relating to domicile which will be of 
~eneral application. 'rhe period of three years will run from the date of 
aeparture from a port in the Union and expire on the last day of the third year. 
But to prevent the abuse of the bonus and free passage by persons who wish 
to pay temporary visits to India or elsewhere no person availing himself of the 
benefits of the scheme will be allowed to come ba.ck to the Union within less. 
than one year from the date of his departure. For purposes of re-entry with
in the time limit of three years, the unity uf the family group shall be recog
nised though in cases of unforeseen hardship the Minister of the Interior may 
allow One or more members of the family to stay behind. A son who goes. 
with the family as a minor, attains majority outside the Union, marries there 
and has issue will be allowed to return to South Africa, but only if he comes 
with the rest of his father's family. In such cases he will be allowed to bring 
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his wife and ~hild or children with him. But a daughter who marries outside 

the Union, will acquire the domicile of her husband and will not be admitted 

in'to the Union unless her husband is himself domiciled in the Union. 


II. Entry of wives and 1ninor children.-To give effect to paragraph 3 of 

t he Reciprocity Resolution of the Imperial Conference of 1918, which intended 

that an Indian should be enabled to live a happy fawily life in the country in 

which he is domiciled, the entry of wives and children shall be governed by ,the 

following principles ; 

(a) 	 The Government of India should certify that each individual for 
whom a right of entry is claimed, is the lawful wi~e or child,as 
the case may be, of the person who makes the claim. 

(b) 	 Minor children should IIOt .be permitted to enter the Union unlesS 
accompanied by the mother, jf alive, provided that 

';. 

(I) the 	mother . is not already resident in the Union, and 
(ii) 	the Minister may, in special Cdses, permit the entry of such 

children unaccompanied by their mother. 

(c) 	 In the event of divorce no other wife should be permitted to enter 
the Union unless proof of such divorce to the satisfaction of the 
Minister' has been, submitted. 

(d) 	 The definition of wife and child as given in the Indians 'Relief Act 
(No. 22 of 1914) shall remain in force. 

III. Upliftrnent of Indian cornrnwnity.-(I) The Union Government 

firmly believe in and adhere to the principle that it is the duty of every civilis

ed Government to dev,ise ways and means and to take all possible steps for the 

uplifting of every section of their permanent population to the full extent of 

their capacity and opportunities, and accept the view that in the provision of 

educational and other facilities the considerable number of Indians who remain 

part of the permanent population should not be allowed to lag behind other 

sections of the people. 


(2) It is difficult for the Union Government to take action, which is con
siderably in advance of public opinion, or to ignore difficulties arising out of 
the constitutional system of the Union under which the functions of Govern
ment are distributed between the Central Executive and the Provincial and 
minor local authorities. But the Union Government are willing ; 

(a) 	 in view of the admittedly grave situation in respect of Indian 
education in Natal, to advise the provincial adminis1Jration 
to appoint a provincial commission of inquiry and to obt.ain .. 
the assistance of an educational expert from tpe Government of 
India for the purpose of such inquiry; 

,b) to consider sympathetically the question of improving facilities for 
higher education by providing suitable hostel accommodation at 
the South African Native College at Fort Hare and otherwise 
improving the attractiveness oE the institution for Indians; 

(c) 	to take special steps under the Public Health Ao.! for an investiga
tion into sanitary and housing conditions in and around Durban 
which will include the question of \, 

(i) 	the appointment of advisory committees of representative 
Indians ; and 

(ii) 	the limitation of the sale of municipal land subject to restrictive 
conditions. 

(3) The principle underlying the Industrial Conciliation Act (No. 11 of 
1924) and the Wages Act (No. 27 of ,1925) which enables all employees 
including Indians to take their places on the basis of equal pay for equal work 
will be adhered to. 

(4) When the time f.or the revision of the existing trade licensing law1!; 
.arrives, the Union Government will give all due consideration to the sugges
tions made by the Govemment of India Delegation that the discretion:ary 
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-powers of local authorities might reasonably be limited in the following 
ways:

(1) 	 The gl'ounds on which a licence may be refused should be laid down 
by statute. 

(2) The reasons for which a licence is refused should be recorded. 
(3) There should be a right of appeal in cases of first applications and 

transfers, as well as in cases of renewals, tolihe courts or to some 
other impartial tribunal. 

IV. Appointment of Agent.-If the Government of the Union of South 
Africa make representations to the Government of India to appoint an agent 
in the Union in order to secure continuous and effective co-operation 
between t.he two Governments the Government of India will be willing to con
:Bider such a request . 
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