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- & wesk ago, .I addressed a mesting in protest agalnst The cCoOmpaArimentallsalion anc -.c;

ionaltigation :of culture; -and teday I speak to you, who have vindicated my argusments of
that daye. Culture must be a medium of communication and the vehicle for the prometion of

the message of understanding, tolerance and guidance. No man or group can survive indefs

eqoc

initely in a vacuum or reach perfeoctien, without having 2%828& the conflicts of deoc=

. i'sion, conscience of guilt, or the turmoil of adaptation. It is easy to swim in the for-

ceful current of conformity and compliance, but it is more fulfildling to have guestioned
and reaohed peace with cneself , accord with seciety and harmeny with the snvirenment, -
Many of us mistakenly beliave that oculture is striot ind unchangeable - any adjustment,
addition ‘or '‘deletion is maeriligious. This is net sme. thst it is valid that fer culture
t+o be progressive and achieve ite ‘intended results, it would be desastereus to change
the basic moral values of behavicur and conduwot, because this gives . strength te the
sbability and security S8-society. It 15:.5‘:" established fact that oulture is udeu_tivé
and pregressive — when people ef different custems, traditions and atandards live or
meet in olese assiaciation, they are able te influemce each other and aver a parisd eof

1 e & distinctive pattern of existence is evelved., History has shown the influence of

- suoh <deminant 'cultural ‘perieds - e,g. Reman, Greek, AND many ethers. However, it must

rnoet be censtrued that the cultural norms of demination are necessarily the superier -
values, because this superierity enly mamifests itself through seme aspect of hg;-;;:‘ '
fluence - military might, seientific ‘superierity et0o. Thus even the subjggﬁﬁud*or sup-
ressed groups have wvirtues that are superior then the deminant. greup. This ﬁi ong rease;
that. deapite its great material, scientific and technelogiocal advance,.woutétthﬂmnure
" has net adequately matisfied the needs of 'its seciety. The meeds of deshruot&b&'ﬁic b

in ita pre-~ecoupation with the material worth of human ‘existence. Today ueefiﬁdwvvnt-?

- ern youth turning te the east; :leeking fer escape frem fwem its own seulless invelvem- |

wnt. Wailat in the east we find a struggle where it is finding it equally difficu@i te
reach a halance with the tremendous pregress of material advancement ef the west, %hin
censtant search for balance oreate peints of misunderstanding, suspicien and eften Gon~
flicts. We must bear ii mind that cultural develepment can enly be benifioial if we
accept that it is n‘t restrictive and demands improvement fer its fullest pofential. I
is only ;3;§:;EE:132‘T1 thoée agpects of life that gevern harmeny between man and‘man,m
man and his environmenté and man and himself. These are negessary principles that deter’
minea the erderly g;duth of society and regulates this advancement for the tetal geed o©
society - this ilj/ﬁelf-evident in the teaochings of moat of the great religions and phil
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“3/$ivo, to build bridges of centact, encourage sharing of ideas and arrange meava. _

tween péeple -~ such a8 this gathering te~night. Needless te sireas that goeed understa.

nding and healthy relationship must flew frem suoh geti-te-gethers and exchange of idea:
This assombly epitemises the human need for dialeguej especially between peeple of dif

erent ouliural backgreunds; and se make sur positive eentributian, tewards the ideal

- social order, demigned by Ged. As peeple we may differ in eur appreaches and attitudes

. but as peeple we have te seek the path that will translate inte reality, what religion

have preached, sinee the dawn ef time, Many are afraid te cemmunicate, fer fear ef cen
versien, but saciety will be that réschor for having cenversed. Man must be able te se
£ out frem the past, theose valuea that ‘enceurage security and atability; and diseard

that whioh is harmful and stultifies imprevements. Because what we oconsider necessary
to~-day will net necessarily be adeguate, & hundered kears hence. Se a continual pree-

o8s of amseasment is necessary. When Indians came to Seuth}Africa they breught wertair

‘cultural characteristics which eover the years has undergone tremendous tranaformatien.

Huch ef this change has besn ferced emnte us threugh different environmental cenditien:

pelitical inhibitioens, industrial_dovolopment and oentact with different racial greup:

+ Thus eur Indian culture ims being replaced by a Seuth-African culture, Ne amount ef ep

esition or resistance te adaptatisn can alter thi; fact., Provided ‘we mnintain the bas:
moral values of athics and cede ef gendust, this evelutionery precess is definitely
needed, if we are te live in peace and interdependance with all the South—Afrigan gro
ps; and alsoe feor the proper and fruitful utilisation of the advantages for humanity a
large. Balance is of prime requisite for esuccess; and it is te this end we must werke
Cemmunion leads to the pewer to understand and the ability te appreciate differences
in philesephy; and frem this type of censultatien and mutatien of ideas can arise a
18t werder, far leftier then the existing climate of uncertainty, and rumblings iggt
disciontent that clouds the world, There ocan be unity in diversity, just as there is
harmony in diversity in nature. Reasen and indulgence -can snly result frem knowledge
and participation; ignerance and prejudiece will be accentuated threugh iselatien and
separation, This is a lesson which multiracial Seuth-Africa must take te heart, if ;
is to aveid the pain and agony eof conflicts ‘and racial peolarisatiens Finally, a few
words on poetry - poetry hams the quality to excite, to elevate, to oenfuse, to under-

gtand, to love, to hate = all the emotions and characteristiacs that ferm part of the

- living force of man. It can be naive and simple; er philesophical and difficult. But

i
in every aspect,touches the higher sense of all of use It expresseas the spiritusl v

=~ s LT g



%
~ Grippled as we are, under a system that anaourage-“survivgl threugh separﬁtioh and fear
“¥e have cﬁltnral moral values and apiritual responaibili;;;gwfhgi‘erien ouf aﬁainn;’the
injustices that man perpertrates against his fellew men., If, in the wootryvthat-yoﬁ o
present to-day and the pearls of wisdom that you speak, can but re—emphasise the virt-.
nes which materialsim has destroyed in our seul; then you will have served a most use-
1 service to use, In these dark days of uncertainty and indifference there is need for

the veice of justice to preclaim itam right ever the selfish motives of men. Thus we
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‘hope to learr much, value even more and practige v - ice, which

of lhaae
no deubt you will stir in the hearts that are prepent here.
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Thank You,
RoA¥.SALOJEE,
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