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PREFACE
The Gujerati Hindus in Transvaal having acquired domiciliary
rights in South Africa, formed like other Indians in this country,
association to articulate their needs and demands. The membership of these organisations based either on caste or origin from a
village served to foster their social economic and cultural welfare.
Duplication of activities and the urgent need to speak with one
united voice, led to the formation of the Transvaal Hindu Seva
Samaj in 1932.
The purpose of this work is to examine events leading to its
creation, the people who founded it, who conducted its affairs for
the past fifty years, to review its aims and ideals, to sketch its
activities during this period and to evaluate its success and failure.
Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3
Chapter 4

reports in the daily press and Indian Opinion and individual
interviews were further sources.
I am indebted to Jasmat Nana, Gopal Daya, Rassik Parekh,
Somdutt Nana, Manibhai K. Patel, Rajnikant Master, Atmaram
Naran, Ravjee Ramjee, Magan Bhagoo, Govind Nagar, Ranchod
Nagar and C. Naran for the assistance rendered.

I am also indebted to Manila! Bhoola Patel, Paresh Pandya Dileep
Morar and Kantilal D. Patel for reading the manuscript and making
invaluable suggestions and the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj for
sponsoring this edition.
Narendra D. Pandya.

examines briefly the arrival of the Indians in South
Africa and the spread of the Gujerati community
to Transvaal.
looks at the events leading to the creation of
Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj and its early activities, culminating in the building of the "Gandhi
Hall".
reviews the period from 1940 to 1958 when Samaj
celebrated its Silver Anniversary.
looks at the next twenty five years, the trials and
tribulations of Samaj, its efforts, success and
failure to be the premier Gujerati body in Transvaal.

Various attempts to undertake this project in the past failed.
Lack of enthusiasm was one reason. Lack of suitable source
material was another. Devils rush where angels fear to tread.
Little did I realise the magnitude of effort required to complete the
work in time for the Golden Anniversary of the Transvaal Hindu
Seva Samaj. I have relied heavily on the minutes of the various subcommittees and the personal papers of Jasmat Nana. The minute
books of various caste and village organisations were also consulted,
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CHAPTER ONE

In the Beginning: The Roots Sank and
Spread
The Indian population of South Africa may be classified either according to its religious beliefs or its linguistic origin.
An Indian is a Hindu or Muslim or Parsee or Christian by religion,
or a Gujerati,Tamil, Telugu, Hindu or Urdu speaking linguistically.
Most of the Tamils and Tel!-lgu speaking Indians are Hindus, though
some have been converted to Christianity. The Hindi speaking are almost entirely Hindus while the Urdu speaking are almost entirely
Muslims. The Gujeratis are Hindus or Muslims, with a few Christians.
The Hindus constitute the largest religious group of the Indian population of South Africa. The Tamils are the largest linguistic group of
the Indian population in this country.

The Indians arrived in this country in two main streams. The first
stream came in 1860 as indentured labourers to work in the sugarfields of Natal.They were in the broad mass, peasantfarmers and agricultural labourers and rural artisans recruited from the provinces of
Madras, Bihar, Agra and Oudh, and embarked from the ports of Madras and Culcutta on a five year contract.
The second stream of Indians came as free or passengers, in contrast to the indentured labourers, whose passage was paid by colonial farmers. They were with a few exceptions, Gujeratis and arrived about a decade after the indentured labourers. They came mainly from the Gujerat, embarking either at Bombay or at Porbandar on
the Kathiawad coast. Some of these came from Mauritius and Reunion where their ancestors had previously settled.They were either
Hindus or Muslims. The majority of Gujerati-speaking Muslims were
either the Khojas and Memons from Kathiawad or the Varas and Surtees from the Surat districts.The Gujerati-speaking Hindus came
from the liguistic province of Gujerat, and consisted in main of two
groups.The greater portion came from the district of Surat with its
commercial and cultural heart in Surat and Ahmedabad. They de-
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scribed themselves as Surtees in contradistinction to those that came
from the northern regions of Gujerat, the districts of Kathiawad.
These Kathiawaris had their mercantile and cultural heart in Rajkot
and Porbander.
The first Gujeratis arrived in Natal in about 1870, in Transvaal during 1881-82 and in Cape during the Anglo-Boer War. To the Gujerati
community, and in particularly the Memons of Kathiawad go the credit for laying the foundations on which the Indian commercial world
was to arise. When Mohandas Gandhi arrived in South Africa in 1894
there were the following prominent and established Gujerati families
in Natal:Moosa Hajee Cassim, Dada Abdulla, Hoosein Cassim Coovadia, Hassim Jooma, Dada Osman, Omar Javeri, Goolam Hoosein Mia Khan,
Dawood Mohamed, Mohamed Cassim Angatra, Ebrahim Khatri, Essop Jassat, Ahmed Randerie,Adv. R.K. Khan, Parsi Rustomjee, Bhudev Mahashanker, Kika Bhoola, Pragji Rhimjee Desai, R.P .Bhatt and
Manibhai Lalbhai.
At more or less the same time as Gandhi arrived, Harishanker
Joshi,Thakershi Sanghvi, Abeychand Gandhi,V. Madanjit,Chabildas Mehta also arrived.
The Indians first arrived in Transvaal after 1881. Initially they
settled in Rustenburg, Potchefstroom, Pietersburg, Lydenburg,
Louis Trichardt, Ermelo and Klerksdorp. Most of the early settlers
were either Tamil or Hindi speaking. A few years later came the Memons fromKathiawad, a handful ofKoknis from the Maharashtra State
and the Voras from Gujerat, together with the Patidars of Rardoli.
the Kolis from Katha regions, the Darjees, the Khatris,the Prajapatis and the Mochis. In much smaller numbers came the Brahmins,
the Vaniks, the Anavils, and the Patidars from Charotar. From Bombay and Navsari districts the Parsees came whereas the Khojas came
from Kathiawad.
In 1886, with the founding of ,Johannesburg most Indians moved
either to ,Johannesburg or to Pretoria. The Cujerati Hindu women
started arriving in South Africa after 18~rn. Kasturba was the first Gu-

jerati women to arrive in the Transvaal.
The annexation of Transvaal by the British in 18 77, acted no doubt
as a stimulus to the Indian immigration to Transvaal. Prior to this,
the constitution of the Republic of Transvaal stipulated that no coloured persons, including Indians were to become citizens or own land
in the Republic. The entry of Indians was thus restricted. With the
annexation of the Republic, Indians were free to enter Transvaal as
British subjects. After the London Convention when Transvaal regained independence the Indians continued to have rights to trade
and settle in Transvaal as British subjects.
In 1885, however the Volksraad enacted a legislation determining that the Asians could not acquire citizenship in the Republic;
that they could not own immovable property; that those who had
settled to trade had to register themselves with magistrates, that
certain areas in cities and towns were to be set aside for Indian trading and residence.
In 1910 the Union of South Africa came into being. All matters
relating to the Indians in Transvaal were now transferred to the
Union Government. In 1918 it passed the Immigration Act which
prohibited further Indian immigration with the exception of children and wives of Indians already in the country. In addition Indians
were prohibited from moving from one province to another without a permit. This Act led to resistance and a strike among the Indians. Gandhi led 2700 Indians from Newcastle in Natal to Volksrust in Transvaal in protest against the Act. The passive resistance
m~>Vement led to the Smuts-Gandhi agreement of 1914, which inter-alia, recognised the legality of Indian marriages and eased the
entry of Indian women into the country.
In 1920 the De Lange Commission investigated Indian land and
trade questions and also recommended a system of voluntary repatriation. In 1924 the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration Bill was introduced. This bill evoked great anxiety in
India.
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The Indian Government sent a deputation led by Sir G.F. Paddison, and which included Sir Dev Prasad Sarvadhikari, ViceChancellor of Calcutta University, Sir Syed Raza Ali and Sir Girija
Shanker Bajpai. After a South African delegation had been to India, the Habibulla Delegation with Rt. Hon. V.S. Sastri, Pheros
Sethna, Sir D 'Arey Linsay, George Paddison and Sir C. Corbett as
members, crune for a Round Table Conference in Cape Town.
After discussion between the Union and Indian Governments in
December 1926 and January 1927 the Cape Town Agreement was
signed.
In terms of this agreement, provision was made for a government-aided repatriation scheme. India undertook to aid Indians after their arrival in India. Indians who left the Union for a period
longer than 3 years would lose their rights of domicile. Those who
were repatriated to India, could however change their minds within
three years but had to repay their costs of repatriations.

Rev. C.F. Andrew visited South Africa in 1925. The Indian deputation at the Cape Town Conference in 1926, consisted inter-alia
of Sir Mohamed Habibula, the Rt. Hon. Srinivas Sastri, Sir Phoroze Sethna. In 1939 Sirvapali Radhakrishnan who later became
the second President of the Republic of India, came to South Africa.
This briefly was the political environment in which the Gujerati
Community of Johannesburg found themselves in the early 1930's.
The Hindu community though united in their beliefs, drawing its
inspiration from the Vedas, the Epics, the Bhagawad Gita, however, varied greatly in details of their worship ,their birth, marriage
and death rites and even in celebration of common festivals and ceremonies. There are distinct Tamil,Telegu, Hindi and Gujerati,
rites, rituals and customs, it is thus understandable that various
Gujerati, Tamil and Telegu, organisations arose in the country to
further their aspirations.

Furthermore in terms of the agreement an Indian Agent-General
was appointed to liase between the two governments.
In 1932 the representatives of the two governments met again in
Cape Town to discuss the methods for reducing the Indian population in the country. The Indian Government agreed to co-operate
with a possible scheme to settle South African Indians in areas outside the Union. The Young Commission investigated the matter;
a few areas were named, but this scheme failed.
The position of ~he Indians in South Africa attracted the attention of politicians not only in India, but also internationally. Among
the prominent Indian politicians who came to South Africa was
Mohandas Gandhi who came to South Africa in 1894 to take part in a
legal action and remained for twenty years, fighting, first the Natal
and Transvaal Governments and later the Union Government. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, the founder President of the Servants of India Society, visited the Union in 1912.Sarojini Naidoo, the poetess
arrived in 1924, while the Paddington Deputation followed soon.
12
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CHAPTER TWO

"The Gandhi Hall is Built"

1912, a meeting was called at the residence of Vallabh Naran to
collect funds to assist the Yuvak Manda! Patidar Boarding House
in Surat.

When on 18th July 1914 Gandhi sailed for England, leaving
South Africa for the last time, the void he created in the social, cultural and educational spheres affecting the Indians, was not as
great as the loss to the South African Indian political world. For
close to twenty years, he had master-minded the political moves of
the Indian community to frustrate attempts by the Transvaal and
Natal and later the Union Governments to curtail its political rights
and privileges.
In the social, cultural, religious and educational spheres, although Gandhi had played a significant role, the void was not as
great. Like most social groups placed in a foreign environment,
the Tamilians, the Telugus, the Gujeratis and the Hindis, whether
Hindus or Muslims, formed associations to articulate their needs
and demands. They may have been initially organisation of persons
from the same village (gram mandals) or of a particular caste, or
even of a particular linguistic group, but they maintained strong
links, with their village, caste or linguistic groups in their native
land, India. After having settled down and acquired some wealth,
they contributed to funds in their native districts for schools, wells,
alms houses, temples and even for the needy and destitutes. At
home (in South Africa) they sought to promote social, cultural
and educational well-being of their members.
However, despite the large number of organisations that sprung
up within a few years of the arrival of these people, there was after
Gandhi's departure no charismatic leader in Transvaal to whom
the Indian Community could turn for guidance. According to
Pranshanker Someshwar ,Joshi, who arrived in South Africa in
1920, the Indians were "starved of dynamic leadership". Among
the leading Gujerati organisations, that existed at that time were
the following. The Patidars (Pa tels) who hailed from the district of
Surat, in India, having obtained domiciliary rights in Transvaal,
formed the Transvaal United Patidar Society. On 18th February
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About 200 Patidars from various parts of Transvaal, including
from Johannesburg, Roodepoort, Germiston, Benoni, Brakpan
and Krugersdorp attended the meeting. The need to unite the various village or subcaste organisations was mooted and approved.
As a result they merged into a new body, and ,Jivan Prema of Siker
was elected its first Chairman. Bhikha Karsenjee became its first
Secretary with Naran Ganesh as his assistant.
From its inception the Patidar Society was fairly active in religious and cultural affairs. It organised meetings to celebrate the
various Hindu festivals. In 1919 when an influenza epidemic hit
Johannesburg, it generously made its hall available to the authorities as a hospital ward.
In 1916 the Transvaal Darjee Manda! and the Transvaal Koli HitVardhak Manda! were established. The former came into being
on 16th January 1916, with its aims, inter-alia, to promote the social, cultural and economic well being of the Darjee Community.
It also aimed to combat the inroads made into the political rights
of the Indians by the Union Government. To this goal, it was to
act in co-operation with the Transvaal British Indian Association.
Elected as its first chairman was Kalian Laloo, while Parshottam
Prema was elected its first Vice-Chairman. Parag Prema and Nagar
Gopal were elected as Joint-Secretaries.
Sometime in 1916 also, the South African Chohan Gnati Hitwardhak Manda! was formed. Despite its name it was composed
mostly of members living in the suburb of Newclare in Johannesburg. Its aims included the welfare of thecaste members and the
creation of a dharmashala at the Shrine of Unai Mata. Elected as
its first Chairman was Govind Mavjee, while Bhikha Ranchod and
Dhanjee Mitha were the Secretaries. This mandal changed its
name to the .Johannesburg Rajput Manda! in 1949.
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In May 1920, the Transvaal Prajapati Association was formed.
Its first aim was also to establish a dharmashala near the Shrine
of Unai Mata. The Transvaal Anavil Manda! under the chairmanship of D. Kaiyanji was already going strong by 1920.
The Transvaal Surat Hindu Committee and the Transvaal Arya
Samaj were two other organisations. Z.V. Parekh was the secretary of both, while Narandas Damania was the Chairman of the latter.
The Arya Samaj also ran a library at the Chairman's residence,
which was moved to 34 President Street in 1919 when Damania left
for a visit to India.
The Transvaal Hindu Association was formed and led by Karsandas Savji Garach, lcharam Soni and U.M. Selat. It was a broad
based Hindu organisation drawing its membership from Hindus of
all the caste groups. On 2nd March 1924 when Sarojini Naidoo visited South Africa, it hosted a function in her honour.
On the religious level, the Sat Sadhak Samaj began to function
in the mid-twenties. Its founders included Bawaji Batukram Nathuram, Ratanshi Sodha, Zinabhai Pravasi. In 1925 P.S. Joshi was
elected President at the first election meeting.
While all these organisations were important in promoting the
welfare of its constituent members,and were highly successful in
their own rights, the need for an umbrella body unifying all the Gu_
jerati Hindus remained. The Transvaal Hindu Association was too
broad based for this purpose.

The establishment of T.H.S.S.
On 8th February 19;{2 the eminent Punjabi scholar, Professor Ralaram of Hoshiarpur College arrived in Johannesburg on a lecture tour. After observing the prevalent situation, he expressed the opinion that the establishment of a
unified organisation catering for the religious, social and
educational needs of the community, was a sine qua non;
that failure to unite would result in the loss of their Indian
identity.
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These sentiments which had also been uttered by Prof.
Kharve a few months earlier were to receive further backing.
On 13th March 1932 the Sat Sadhak Samaj held its annual
general meeting at Patidar Hall. P .S. Joshi was about to
leave for India and was not available to continue as its
Chairman. Ranchod Valjee Patidar was elected its new
Chairman. After the election Naranjee Dosani a representative of "Samaj Jeewan" and "Luhana Vijay" of East Africa who was on a visit to the Transvaal addressed the meeting. He spoke on how to propagate Hindu religion, and he
too made a passionate appeal to the Hindus to respond to the
new age. He called for the establishment of schools to promote their mother tongues, and stressed the need for
temples, education of women and establishment of a dharmashalas in particular. More than that he stressed the need
for a single Hindu organisation that would represent all Hindus.
A few days later the various members of the Sadhak Samaj
took the advantage of a dinner party given by Vallabhbhai B. Patel, at his residence in Marshall Street in honor of P.S. Joshi, to discuss various methods of integrating
the different organisations. Among those present were
Tribhovandas G. Patel, Gopaldas Gurudasmal, L.P. Modi,
Ranchod Valjee Patidar, B.U. Master, Jasmat Nana, and
N.K. Gopal. Dosani too was present and he outlined the manner in which this could be achieved.
As a result a public meeting was convened by a five men
committee appointed by the Sadhak Samaj to discuss the
matter and to approve a constitution. This meeting took
place under the Chairmanship of Ranchod Patidar on 20th
March 1932 at the Patidar Hall and was well attended, by
a cross section of the Gujerati Hindus.
One of the foremost problem was the name of the organisation and regarding this a long and lively discussion took
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place. One of the names suggested was that of Sat Sadhak
Samaj. This involved by implication the assumption by
that Samaj, the mantle of an umbrella body.
Some delegates voiced their opposition to this suggestion. Eventually the name Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj was
adopted. On the same day a constitution was adopted, which
set out as its aim, "the promotion of religious, social,
cultural and educational interests of the Hindus in Transvaal." Its objectives included the building of a hall, a temple, a school and a hospital. It envisaged membership of Hindus from the entire Transvaal, and in fact had individual
members from all over Transvaal. Whether it could in the
long run act as an umbrella body of all the Hindus was doubtful from the beginning. For one thing, the Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj had also been founded in 1932 and it was not clear
what the relationship between the two organisations was to
be.
One of the founders Bhikhabhai Master, made no secret
of his desire that there should be only one body for the Hindus in Transvaal; that the others should either merge with
the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj or else cease to function.
The Transvaal Hindu Association which had become virtually dormant, disbanded, and its members joined the
Samaj • The Sat Sadhak Sangh which had attracted even
the Europeans at its celebrations of Hindu Festivals and
which was widely popular with all the sections of the Hindu
community merged into the Samaj. It's assets of U9.0.4 and
liabilities of 1.:9.0.0 were taken over by the latter.
The other aspect was that despite its name, it was a predominantly Gujerati organisation. Throughout its history,
apart from Bandhu Gangadeen, Ramchandra Teikamdas,
Gopaldas Gurudasmal and Chimandas Teikamdas, each and
every member of the Samaj has been a Gujerati Hindu.
Elected as its first President was Ranchod Valjee Pati18

dar a nationalist minded Patidar born in Siker, Bardoli, in
the Surat District in 1881. He came to South Africa in 1905.
In 1909 he became the first Secretary of the Surat Patidar
Association. When the latter merged into Transvaal United
Patidar Society, he became its Secretary. He was also the
Secretary of the Hindu Crematorium Committee since 1918,
and had been instrumental in establishing the Siker Gaunottejak Manda! of which he was the Secretary.
Nine Vice-Presidents were also elected. Each one was prominent in some caste, cultural, religious, social or educational organisation. Kalu bhai Fakira of Haripura, was the
chairman of the Patidar Society; Pranshanker S. ,Joshi, a
school teacher from Rajkot, had been the President of the
Sat Sadhak Sangh. Tribhovandas Girdhardas Patel of I.C.
Ashabhai & Co., and Gopaldas Gurdasmal of Teikamdas
Bros, were prominent businessmen. Other Vice-Presidents
were Nagar Gopal, .Jamnadas Ambaram, Rhaga Makanjee,
Laloobhai Guiab Desai, and Dullabh Kanjee.
Bikhabhai Ukabhai Master, of Master Bros, another prominent businessman from Aat who had been an active member of the Prajapati Association, was elected ,Joint Secretary with Kikubhai Laloobhai Desai, who was later to become the Principal of the Ferreirastown Indian Government
School. Vallabhbhai B. Patel, of Navsari, who in 1936 became the first Indian to he appointed a Commissioner of
Oaths was elected Joint Treasurer with Govind Nana Mistry.
,Jasmat Nana and Z.V. Parekh were appointed Auditors;
both were destined to become Presidents of the Samaj.
Also on the General Committee was Laloohhai P. Modi.
Together with Jasmat Nana, L.P. Modi continues to serve
the Samaj as this history is being written.
The Samaj set out enthusiastically in its efforts to achieve
its goals and fulfil its ideals.
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At the first General Committee Meeting it resolved to acquire sufficient funds for its maintenance. A number of different types of membership was created. For ten guineas a
person could become a life member. For five guineas an associate member and for one guinea per year an ordinary
member. The committee members set about with zeal in
their endeavour. By 8th May 1932 they had enrolled 47 Life
members, 14 Associate and 443 Ordinary members. At a
meeting on 12th June 1932 their membership was approved.
By November, 1932 the figures had risen as follows:60 Life members, 19 Associate members and 533 Ordinary
members. A total of £1028.10.0 had been collected through
subscriptions from members.

have a name plaque and their photos in Gandhi Hall. Donors
of £500 were to have the same in a classroom, while those
giving £300 in the library and those donating £250 in the
club.
The Samaj was also active in providing other public
amenities. The absence of suitable facilities for Indians at
the Non-European Hospital led to negotiations and correspondence between the Hospital Board, and the Samaj .As
a result, a deputation met the authorities who undertook to
establish a special ward if £1,000 could be contributed by
the Samaj.

To induce the public to donate the committee introduced
various schemes. Thus donors of £1,000 or more were to

The officials of the Young Samaj undertook the challenge
with full enthusiasm. At a meeting on 24th August 1932 a
Hospital Fund was started. By 13th November 1932 the required sum had been collected. Construction of the Hindu
Seva Samaj Ward started almost immediately. On 14th
August 1933 it was officially opened. This ward, consisting
of 6 beds was specially set aside for Hindu patients. However this rule was never really enforced, and even non Hindu
patients were allowed to stay there. A few days after the
opening of the Hindu ward, the Samaj officials saw another
of their effort come to fruition. To alleviate the difficulties
of pupils from the central Johannesburg travelling to
schools in Newtown, a deputation had been sent to the Witwatersrand School Board in 1932, to open a school in the
centre of town. Acceding to the request on 16th August 1933,
the Ferreira Indian Government School was opened at the
Pilkington Hall in Main Street.
To facilitate the cremation of bodies, Mahatma Gandhi had managed to acquire from the Municipality ,land in the Brixton cemetry. In 1918 an industrious young man N arandas Dam_ania. started a fund to build a brick crematorium. This young GuJeratl carpenter had previously been associated with Gandhi on the Tolstoy
Farm, when Gandhi started the Satyagraha campaign. Kallenbach
had acquired the farm of about 1100 acres near Lawley o_n_ 30th
May 1910 and given use of it as a settlement for the fam1hes of
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The Samaj had simultaneously started a series of lectures
to educate the public. Held simultaneously with the General
Committee meetings these proved highly popular. Jinabhai
Pravasi delivered a talk on the "Sixteen Sanskaras of Life
according to the Hindu Religion." A few weeks later "Reincarnation" was the topic of Manibhai Lalbhai Patel. Joshi
spoke on the "Youth and Service". The Krishna and Gandhi
jayantis were celebrated with pomp.
To embark on its long term objectives of establishing a
school, and building a temple and a hall, a special fund was
started. The Hindus had been living in Johannesburg for
many years, but as yet there was no school, library, or halls
that they could claim as their own. At the very first meeting
of the Samaj over £2,500 had been raised. As was to be the
pattern for years to come I.C. Ashabhai & Co., through
Tribhovandas G. Patel and Japan Bazaar were the first to
donate and gave £501 each. There were then about seven to
eight thousand Hindus in the Transvaal. Most of them lived
in either Johannesburg or Pretoria. The rich were far and
few in between

those imprisoned during the campaign. Narandas had volunteered
his services free of charge and even managed to convince others
to do the same, to erect the buildings on the Tolstoy Farm. Now
in 1918, he personally built the crematorium gratis. The crematorium was managed by an independent Hindu Crematorium Committee. To finance the crematorium's upkeep different organisations contributed donations. It is interesting to note that at a meeting called on 6th October 1919, the following organisations were
represented ..J ivan Kanjee Desai and Vallabh Pragee who on behalf of the Transvaal Patidar Society undertook to contribute
1::2.2.0 per annum. The Darjee Manda! represented by Naran
Govind and Purshottam Vallabh undertook to give 1.:2.2.0. The
Khatri Mandal through its representatives, Ambaram Bhagwan
and Gangaram Damodar gave £0.10.6.
The Transvaal Anavil Manda! was represented by its chairman
D. Kalyanjee and ,Jina Vallabh. The Krugersdorp Hindu Mitra
Manda! was represented by Naran Mota and .Jivan Bhaga, while
Morar Bhaga and Bhana Kara represented the Boksburg Hindu
Community, Ranchod Copa! Desai and Luxmandas the Henoni
Hindu Community.
I 7th April 1935 the Hindu Crematorium Committee merged into
the Samaj. Its management was subsequently in the hands of the
Crematorium sub-committee of the Samaj, consisting of seven
members elected by the first meeting of the General C'ommittee
following an election. It consisted in the initial period, of the President, two joint secretaries, two treasurers, of the Sarnaj and two
other members. Nagar Gopal, Narsi Parbhoo Kalian,Govind Nana
Mistry, Vasant Nagar, Z.V. Parekh, Trikam Naran played prominent roles in this committee in the initial years.
The merger of the Transvaal Hindu Crematorium Committee
(as the independent committee prior to 19~5 was called) had been
inevitable.
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For years, Ranchod Valjee Patidar had been its Chairm,an. W~en
the Samaj was formed just about every~men:ber of t~e Cremat1~n
Committee was also a member of the Sama~. Thus m 1934 Bh1khabhai u. Mistry, became its Chairman, with ,Jasmat _Nana and
Ranchod Patidar as its Secretaries. J .P .Bhagat and KanJee Bhana,
two other officials of Samaj were its treasurers.
At the end of the first year of the Samaj 's existence it was an optimist Ranchod Patidar who wrote in his Presidential report that
the seeds that had been sown were now sprouting: that the young
t had to be nourished and cultivated. Its roots would spread far
l
pan
.
·1·
and wide. He expressed the hope and desire that the preva1 mg
enthusiasm and determination would continue.
To do so, however required the co-operation of the members of
the Samaj and various caste and village organisations. Very ofte~
their work overlapped, raising the question of the locus-stan~1
of one or the other to intrude into what was considered its domam
by the organisation concerned. Personality clashes also occurred.
The Transvaal United Patidar Society was co-operative in the
formation of the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj. Its Chairman Kalubhai Fakira extended his heartiest support to the new Samaj, and
was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Samaj.
Many of the members of the Transvaal United Patidar served as
officials of the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj. One of them Ra~chod Valjee Patidar was elected as the first chairman of the SamaJ.
Other prominent members included Bhikhabhai Kassanjee Patel,
who had been the first Secretary of the Patidar Society.
Naran Ramjee Patel who became the Chairman of the Patida_r
Society in J935 was simultaneously a Vice-President of the SamaJ •
Born in Varad he came to South Africa in 1905. He had been actively engaged under Gandhi in opposition to Transvaal Registration Act and had served I 4 days imprisonment for it. Also a former
Vice-President of the Transvaal British Indian Association, he had
in 1921 taken part in civil disobediance in India, being the leader
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of Bardoli District Volunteer Corp. Chotubhai B. Desai, another
founder member of the Samaj was to become a Vice-President of
the Patidar Society in 1935. Chunilal Vallabh (Assistant Secretary
of Samaj 1935) Lalbhai Vaghjee Patel, Kanjee Bhana, O.R. Patel
(a former chairman of the Patidar Society) Vallabh P. Bhagat were
some of the other prominent members of Patidar Society to serve on
the Samaj's General Committee.
However strain soon began to develop. It is irrelevant to go into all the causes in detail, but among the two more prominent ones
were the insistence by the Society that the Samaj reserve a certain
number of seats of its General Committee for the Transvaal United
Patidar Society members. The other development was the decision
of the Society to rebuild the Patidar Hall at 69 Terrace Road,
Fordsburg in 1934.The Patidar Community who had already contributed about £2,000 towards the Gandhi Hall fund naturally
turned their aid to their own complex. This was resented by a number of Samaj officials who felt that the community should have
completed Gandhi Hall first. With the completion of the Patidar
Hall, the Society established the Educational Council and opened
a Gujerati school in 1936.
The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj established the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya on the 6th January 1935.
The founding of these two institutions was to generate further illfeeling, as teachers and students "defected" from one to another.
As years went by the diverse course that the two took became even
more apparent. We will examine only two.
In October, 1937, Pandit Rusiram was presented separate purses by the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj and the Patidar Society for
the lectures delivered. A few days later the matter came
to a head as the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj over-reacted to a
Transvaal United Patidar Society handbill advertising a meeting
to celebrate Diwali at Patidar Hall. The Samaj believed rightly,
that as an umbrella body it was its prerogative to arrange such
functions. After much acrimonious haggling the Transvaal United

Patidar Society decided that in future it would leave this to the
Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj. Relations between Samaj and other
the Transvaal Dart Organisations were • however cordial and
case
.
.
.
jee Manda!, the Koli Manda! and the PraJapat1 Manda! at times
even sacrificed the interests of their mandals to enhance the work
of the Samaj.
In the meantime the need for a premises of their own, where they
could encourage their own cultural, religious, social and educational activities, was seen from the outset.
In the early stages the Samaj functions took place at various
places. The Trades Hall in Kerk Street, the Goldberg Cinema in
Fox Street, and later the Pilkington Hall in Main Street where the
Ferreira Indian Government School ran its Main Street Section,
were the venues for Ram Navmi, Krishna Jayanti, and Gandhi Jayanti to name a few functions.
The Annual General Meeting were held at Trades Hall or at Patidar Hall. Some farewell functions were held at Kapitan's Tea
Room in Kort Street. To alleviate the situation the fund referred to
above was started to acquire a premises of their own. Every section
of the Hindu community responded generously to the appeal for
funds that followed. Committee members visited the various centres in Transvaal, Natal and the Cape.

It was decided to acquire the property situated on Stands 39y 40,
and 41 in Marshalltown, on the comer of Fox and Ferreiras Streets.
However due to the prevailing legislations this could not be done.
To overcome the difficulties, the assistance of the Indian AgentGeneral, Kuver Sir Maharaj Singh was sought and under whose
leadership a deputation was sent to the Municipality and the then
Minister of Land. Consequent to this, permission was granted and
on 29th October, 1933, less than 18 months after its inception.the
Samaj acquired the property for £4,400 on lease hold, the property
being registered in the name of the Minister of Interior.
The committee meetings of the Samaj were hence forth held in
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the cottage situated on the Stand though for a while the school continued to be conducted on its previous premises.
The Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya was inaugurated by Kuvar Sir
Maharaj Singh on the 6th January 1935. The classes were initially
conducted at premises on President Street, next to The Star Offices. Harishanker and Chandrashanker Vidyarthi, Batukram Babubhai Desai, Jagjivan Hira Lalla were among the earliest
teachers, together with Pragji Khandu Desai and Vinaychandra B.
Patel. Later when the latter left ,Jayantilal I. Parekh joined the
school.
By 1936 however the Samaj was already experiencing several difficulties regarding the old school. In June 1936 the Principal,
Pragji Khandubhai Desai, resigned from the school to join the new
school started by the Transvaal United Patidar Society. Bhanabhai F. Patel who had joined the school on 12th March, 1936 was
appointed Principal. A few weeks later, in ,June 1936 it was decided
to move the school to the Samaj's Fox Street cottage, as from the
beginning of the following year. The immediate reason for the move
was the deadlock reached with the landlord Mr. Gardee over the renewal of the lease at £20 per annum. At a General Committee meeting of the Samaj, Surendra Medh's suggestion for the establishment of the school on the Samaj's cottage was accepted. The cottage was to be modified accordingly.

grounds were emphasised. The equipment was not only in_adequate but often dilapidated. However they f~und the enthusiasm
and dedication of the teachers to be very high.
The move to their own premises provided Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya with better facilities than what they had to-date enjoyed. The
roll increased gradually as a result thereof. The teachers who had
pledged loyalty to theSamaj in July 193~ were determined to overcome the shortcomings present and raise the standard of education.

In the early days the yearly examinations were conducted by a
specially appointed examiner. In 1937 Kikubhai Laloobhai Desai
was appointed for the task. Single handedly he examined 152 candidates. He commented on the over-crowding of the classrooms
and the detrimental effect it was having on the teachers and the
pupils. Bhanabhai F. Patel, over and above his duties as the Pr_incipal and other administrative work, was responsible for teachmg
standards three, four, five and six, ,Jayantilal Parekh for standards
one and two. Ashahhai that adorable and understanding man, was
put in charge of the grades.

In the meanwhile Pragji Desai was replaced a few months later
by Ashabhai Gordhanbhai Patel. By the end of 1936 there were
130 pupils at the school. These came from Fords burg. Vrededorp,
Ophirton, Booysens, Doornfontein, City and Suburbs, and ,Jeppe.
To transport them, some of whom were very young, the Samaj acquired a "school car". The premises however was proving wholly
inadequate.

In the meantime the urgency for a suitable hall of their own was
never more apparent. However it was not clear where and when it
was to be erected. The Gandhi Hall fund had already raised sufficient money to pay for the Stands. Every effort was being made to
raise more funds to start the Hall Project. Cultural functions were
used to instil public interest in it and to raise funds. Thus at one
such function held at the Goldburg Cinema to celebrate the Krishna
,Jayanti in 1936, Mr. Gidumal donated £251 on behalf of Japan
Bazaar. £64 7 was raised from other general public. An American
Auction held at the same function, for an oil painting of Gandhi by
Narsibhai yielded £83; such was the public enthusiasm.

Jayashanker Ramjee Dave and Kikubhai Laloobhai Desai submitted a report on the school in December 1936. It emphasised
the short-comings in the school in so far as it lacked proper classrooms. Lack of proper ventilation and toilet facilities, and play-

It was the intention of the Samaj to lay foundations of the Hall on
the Ram Navmi day in 1938. A committee was elected to make arrangements hut it never materialised. Disagreement existed in the
General Committee of the Samaj as to where the Hall was to be
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erected. Nathoobhai Mistry, Ranchod Patidar and D.U. Mistry
were of the opinion that the Samaj acquire a Jewish synagogue and
adjacent properties situate on Terrace Road, and the Hall be built
there; P.S. Joshi, Laloobhai Desai, and Z.V. Parekh were in favour
of building it on the Fox Street property of the Samaj. After
lengthy, at times acrimonious debate, the latter view prevailed.
However the price was enormous as will appear later. In May 1938
a Building Committee was established, consisting of Vallabhbhai
B. Patel, N.M. Mistry, G.N. Mistry Laloobhai G. Desai, Ranchod
Patidar, Trikam Naran, D.U. Mistry, Ravjibhai Tribhovandas Patel, P.S. Joshi, P. Brijlal and Z.V. Parekh. The General Meeting
called by the Samaj to inform the public of its plans, authorized the
Building Committee to spend up to £5,000 in the erection of the
proposed hall. Even at this late stage Ranchod Patidar persisted
with his original idea of erecting the hall on the Terrace Road site.
The Building Committee in the meantime acted quickly and efficiently. Sketches and plans relating to the requirements of the
school and hall were commissioned.
To collect the funds three sub-committees were elected. One
was to collect the money among the shop-keepers and the other to
collect money among those in employment. Snobbish it does sound
today, but the leading members of the General Committee were assigned to the former group. A third sub-committee consisting of z.
Parekh, P.S. Joshi, and S.B. Medh were to visit the Reef and country towns, where all of them were well known.
As the Samaj geared itself for a full scale fund raising effort, it
was rocked by the resignations of two of its Vice-Presidents, N.M.
Mistry, D.U. Mistry and a General Committee member, Govind
Nana Mistry in December 1938. Disagreement as to where the
Samaj Hall was to be built, how much funds had to be available on
hand before the contract for its construction was to be signed and
how the fund was to be collected were the underlying reasons. Further resignations of Vallabhbhai B. Patel, the President and Ranchod Valjee Patidar the Honarary President followed by May 1939.

28

They were joined by Z.V. Parekh, a Vice-President and Trikam
Naran and Bapubhai Desai, both General Committee members.
The Samaj reluctantly accepted their resignations and called for a
general election. Ambaram Morar Bilimoria of Krugersdorp was
elected the President at the special General Meeting called for this
purpose. Apart from N .M. Mistry and Govind Nana Mistry the rest
of those who previously resigned were re-elected, though many
continued to stay away from the meetings of the General Committee.

In the meantime the plans for the proposed Gandhi Hall were finalised. The Samaj had appointed Herman Kallenbach, the well
known associate of Gandhi during the latter's Satyagraha campaign in South Africa as its architect. Kallenbach, now a partner
in the firm Kallenbach, Kennedy and Furner completed the plans
in November 1939. Needless to say the services were rendered
gratis.
In July 1939, the Samaj already had about £2,000 available for
the project.
At the special General Meeting called for the election referred to
earlier, a resolution granting the General Committee authority to
bind the Samaj up to £6,000 for the erection of the Hall was approved. It was decided to raise the amount of £4,000 by the end of
November 1939 before accepting a tender. After the necessary
amount had been collected towards the end of the year, a tender of
£6,350 was accepted. Thomas Douglas & Son was awarded the general construction contract. Kallenbach, Kennedy & Furner's fees
for inspection and supervision amounted to £525.00, this amount
being included in the total cost referred to above.
On 27th August, 1939 the foundation stone (khatmoorat) of the
complex was laid, by Vallabhbhai B. Patel, who together with Ranchod Valjee Patidar, B.U. Master and Mongabhai Desai took part
in the havan ceremony officiated by Bhanabhai F. Patel. The President of the Samaj, A.M. Billimoria outlined the activities of the
Samaj. V.B. Patel, Z.V. Parekh, Bandhu Gangadeen, Mongabhai
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Desai, R.V. Patidar, B.U. Master, N.N. Bhatt, Ratanjee Parbhoo,
and Ranchod Kapitan spoke on the occasion, which was also attended by Morarbhai and Kantilal Mehta from the East London
Hindu Society, Jeenabhai from Springs and P. Pinto of Lourenco
Marques who presented the Samaj a cheque of 1::99.13.0 on behalf
of the Lourenco Marques Hindu Society.
The Samaj was still short of money. But the Hindu community
rose to the situation magnanimously. The shop-keepers and merchants gave generously. Those in employment as shop-assistants,
clerks and so on, proudly announced the donation of their one
month's salary. With pride and throbbing hearts they saw their
dream come true. On 16th April 1940, the first public function was
held at the Gandhi Hall. The event was to mark Ram Navmi. There
were about 450 people present of which about 100 were women.
After a Havan ceremony performed by ,Jayantilal Parekh, the President of the Samaj paid tribute to the public of ,Johannesburg.
The Samaj was active from its inception in the promotion of its
objectives. To "encourage, propagate and extend the knowledge
and study of Hindu culture" was its foremost purpose in those
years, and thus saw the Samaj play host to a string of outstanding personalities. During 19:14 Swami Adyananji came to ,Johannesburg
on a lecture tour. He was the first preacher from the Ramakrishna
Mission, and was followed by Kumari Narayani Devi and Pandit
Anand Priyaji together with 22 students from the Jalandhar Kanya
Maha Vidhyalaya, who took the public by storm with their marvellous performances of physical culture and folk dancing. In 1934,
also, came Pandit Mehta Jaimini, a prominent Vedic Missionary
who had travelled widely throughout the world preaching the wisdom of Ancient India. A few months later came Pandit Haris hanker
Vidyarthi. Pandit Rishiram arrived from England in 19:n. A brilliant exponent of the Vedas, Upanishads and the Gita, he advocated building a friendly and harmonious relationship by Indians
with other racial groups in South Africa. He also established the
Gandhi-Tagore Lectureship Trust to ensure a continuous flow of
missionaries from India. The fund played a prominent role before
its work was hampered by the break up of diplomatic ties be-
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tween the two countries.
On 29th March 1939 the Samaj and indeed the whole Transvaal
were honoured to host a meeting in honour of Prof. Sarvepali Radhakrishnan, then the Professor of Philosophy at the Benares Hindu University, and later to be the second President of the Republic of India. At a meeting held at the Trades Hall to celebrate the
Ram Navmi Prof. Radhakrishnan discussed the concept of avatar,
and the significance of Ramavatar and theRamayan. He spoke at
length on the moral and ethical codes contained therein.
Traditional and Holy festivals were also celebrated with great
enthusiasm. Before the completion of the Gandhi Hall, religious
festivals like Krishna ,Jayanti, Ram Navmi, Diwali and New Years
day were arranged at the Trades Hall, the Pilkington Hall and the Goldberg Cinema and lectures on the significance and importance of the
event, delivered by eminent speakers, who included very often P.S.
Joshi, D.U. Mistry, B.U. Master, N.M. Mistry to name a few.
At the Gandhi ,Jayanti and other non-religious functions Lhe
speakers came from the broader spectrum of the Hindu and nonHindu Indians. Dr. Dadoo, Dr.Reinholt ,Jones, Dr. Taylor spoke on
the life and significance of Gandhi's work at the meeting in October 19:36 at the Trades Hall. In 1937 it was Sorabjee Rustomjee,
and Rev .Sigamoney in 19:38. A prominent figure at both types of
function by birth a non-Hindu, but in spirit one, was an old family
friend Kooverjee ,Jivanji Tavaria. His father,Jivanji Tavaria had together with a large number of Gujeratis like Abeychand Gandhi
and Revashanker Gangadhar Pandya served with Gandhi in the Indian Volunteer Ambulance Corps during the Anglo-Boer War of
1899 to 1902. He was a staunch Parsi, who believed in the universality of religion. He was well read and had studied the Gita, Ramayan
and the Bhagvatum and found it no effort to deliver a discourse
at Krishna or Ram Jayanti as he often did. Because of the limitation of membership of the Samaj to the Hindus, Kooverjeebhai never became a member of the Samaj, but in spirit he was fully one.
He was, however an executive member of the Transvaal British Indian Association and the Transvaal Indian Congress. He also acted
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as a private secretary to Sarojini Naidoo when she came to South
Africa.
The programmes invariably included items of classical Indian
dances, music and hymns performed by the pupils of the Gandhi
Bharat Vidyalaya, under the guidance and training of Shivaben
Kapitan. The minutes of the Samaj for the period under survey are
full of tributes to this talented lady.
Events in India were also closely followed. Thus on numerous
occasions as Gandhi's health detoriated when he fasted in defiance
against the British Government in India, the Samaj organised
prayer meetings. On 24th November the young Samaj convened
to mourn the death of the eminent Indian scientist Jagdish Chandra Bose. Speakers included Mohamed Jajbhai and Adv. Minty.
Prior to 1940 because of the lack of a Hall of their own, the Annual Meetings of the Samaj were conducted at the various venues.
Thus, in 1935, 1936 and 1937 it was held at the Patidar Hall. In
1938 and 1939 it was held at the Trades Hall as the relationship
with the Patidar Society had soured somewhat.
The officials of the Samaj consisted of a president, nine vicepresidents, two joint secretaries, two assistant-secretaries, two
treasurers, two auditors and a librarian and twenty one other Committee members, a total of 40 members.
The officials were individually nominated and seconded. The
rest of the committee was usually nominated and seconded en bloc.
Elections to vacancies on the Samaj were filled during the
General Committee Meeting in case of a Committee Member, and
at any public gathering in the case of an official.
Thus at a public meeting called on 8th April 1938 at Pilkington
Hall to celebrate the Ram Navmi, P .S. Joshi, Ravjibhai Tribhovan
Patel, and Laloobhai G. Patel were elected Vice-Presidents and
Trikam Naran as a member of the General Committee.

The minutes are not clear whether either a General Committee
or Special General Meeting took place. The memory of those present is conflicting on their recollection of the event.
The initial constitution, approved on 23rd March 1932, which
was inadequate, was substantially amended and substituted by a
new constitution on the 27th March 1938 hy the General Committee of the Samaj.
The competence of the General Committee to pass the constitution was seriously challenged hy Ranchod Valjee Patidar, who
was of the opinion that a Special General Meeting of the Samaj
should have been called. However, the view supported by Purshottam Brijla and Bapoohhai Manibhai Desai that the General Committee was competent prevailed. In retrospect it is submitted that
the view of Ranchod Patidar was the correct and preferable one.
The public had the right to participate in any amendment or alteration to the Samaj's constitution.
Personality clashes often occurred, resulting in resignation of
members. Some returned, other left permanently. On 11th
October 1937 the General Committee accepted the resignation of
Secretary Z.V. Parekh, which as Kikubhai Desai put it, was "to
preserve the Hindu Unity".
The result was that the Samaj had no main Secretary as P.S.
Joshi, the ,Joint Secretary was away in India. In any event the Annual General Meeting re-elected Z .V. Parekh as its Secretary again
on 24th October, 193 7, only for Parekh to offer his resignation once
again on 13th April 1938 together with that of the Treasurer Govind Nana Mistry. The Committee persuaded both to remain. On
14th May 1939 Z.V. Parekh resigned again. This time the Committee accepted his resignation. On 23rd July he returned to the
Committee being re-elected a Vice-President.
Despite his sensitive nature, Z .V. Parekh was a tireless worker.
He was to serve the Samaj in just about every capacity.
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Among the prominent founders of the Samaj, Surendra
Bapubhai Medh was probably one of the most politically minded.
He had been associated with Gandhi in the early Sa°tyagrah Movement in South Africa, and had been a Sergeant of the Corps together with Umiashanker Mancharam Selat and Harishanker
Ishwar Joshi, in the ambulance corps established by Gandhi during
the Zulu Rebellion.
In 1908 when Gandhi organised the march into Transvaal, in
protest against a law which restricted inter-provincial migration
Surendra Medh was again present. The Indian marchers were divided into two groups. First those who had previously been domiciled inthe country and then those who had received English education. Medh marched as one of the latter. He was in later years
a member of the Transvaal Indian and South African Indian
Congress. In the 1940's when the Transvaal Indian Congress organised the passive resistance against anti-Asiatic legislations, Dr.
Y.M. Dadoo, Rev. Sigamoney and Surendra Medh were the
leaders.

Kacholi, he had also served as the President and Secretary of the
Transvaal Darjee Manda!. His sons Vasanjee, Ranchod and
Govind too, were later to serve as Vice-Presidents of the Samai.
Ambaram Morar Billimoria, the Samaj President when the construction contract was awarded was another founder member.
Born in Billimora, as a boy he had spent some time at the Tolstoy
Farm with Gandhi. He too, was an executive member of the Transvaal Indian Congress.
Tribhovandas Girdhardas Patel, another first Vice-President of
the Samaj came to South Africa in 1903. In 1910 he started business with partners Ishwar bhai Becharbhai and Ashabhai Jawerbhai
(it is said with the initial capital of 1/3) which later became one of
the biggest business in Johannesburg. He had served as the
Chairman of the Hindu Crematorium Committee and Treasurer of
the Transvaal and South African Indian Congress.

An indominable man with a sharp wit and deep intellect, Medh
was often the centre of controversy with his outspoken views. At
one meeting Medh remonstrated with the Committee members for
the various 'tolis' ("cliques") within it, which impeded the Samaj
activities. A man whose identity remains obscure in history,
misread Medh's words and believing that he had said '•various
Kolis" were impeding the work of the Samaj, took offence to the
remark and landed a blow, flooring Medh.

Bhikhabhai Ukabhai Master, one of the first two Joint Secretaries, had been a Joint Secretary of the Sat Sadhak Samaj. Born in
Aat, he had arrived in South Africa in 1912. He developed a fairly
busy bookkeeping practice with offices in Pietersburg, Pretoria,
Louis Trichardt, and Johannesburg. Although only in his late twenties at the time, this tireless worker was a driving force of the Transvaal Prajapati Mandal of which he was the Secretary. On 21st
February 1944 he, together with his partners, was instrumental in
the opening of a temple at Master Mansion, which was perhaps the
first in the centre of Johannesburg.

Vallabh Bhaga Patel, who served as a treasurer came to South
Africa in 1897, and started a business as a silk merchant. In 1918
he joined Japan Bazaar. A simple unassuming man, he was to
donate generously to the number of projects, initiated by the
Sam_aj.

Kalubhai Fakira Patel, another first Vice-President came from
Haripura in 1900 and started the business in 1920s of Patel and
Sons. Apart from having served as the Chairman of the Patidar Society, he had also been the Chairman of the Hindu Crematorium
Society and a Vice-President of T.B.I.A.

Nagar Gopal, who served as one of Samaj's Vice-President since its
inception till 1937 had been a Vice-President of the Sat Sadhak
Samaj when it merged into Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj. Born in

The move of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya to the new premises took
place on 12th May 1940, when a public function was arranged. The
Chairman of the School Committee presided, and among others,
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Vallabhbhai B. Patel,A.M. Billimoria, B.U. Master, Kanjee Bhana,
Jasmat Nana, Odhav Bhaga and Dayal Naran spoke on the occasion. The roll was steadily rising and more teachers were required. In March 1940, Harishchandra Arya was appointed, but by
then roll was 239.
As a matter of interest the school hours were from lla.m. to
4.30p.m. with half hour breaks at 12.30p.m. and 2p.m. The fees
which had previously been 5/. (Shillings) for all, with an extra five
shillings if the pupils were transported by the school "car", was
raised during October 1940 to 5/. for the grades and standard one,
7/6 for standards two and three and 10/. for pupils from standards
four to seven. A fee of 10/. was charged for transport.
The resources of the Samaj had been drained hy the cost of
Gandhi Hall and the school was plagued, as it was to do so for years,
by lack of sufficient funds to pay the teachers a salary commensu rate with their efforts. dedication. and educational aualifications.
Many extremely competent and capable young men joined the
teaching staff, only to be lured into the commercial world a few
years later by better opportunities.

CHAPTER THREE

The end of the first twenty-five years
The completion of the Gandhi Hall complex in August 1940,
marked the beginning of a new phase in the history of the Samaj.
It was now geared to strive for its many lofty aims and ideals. It had
a school with facilities it previously lacked. It had a hall which could
be the venue for religious, educational and social functions.
The Samaj was still in the red over the project. To raise funds,
a brand new release of '·Kangan" was shown during the Diwali and
Hindu New Year holiday period in October 1940. This popular film
which starred the then heart throbs, Leela Chitnis and Ashok Kumar, raised t:750.
The Gandhi Hall became a regular venue for the celebrations of
Ram Navmi, Krishna ,Jayanti, Gandhi ,Jayanti and other Hindu festivals. The pupils of Gandhi Rharat Vidyalaya took an active part
at these functions.
In the meantime Ranchod Kesur Kapitan succeeded Ambaram
Billimoria as the President in October 1940. Kapitan, a former
Vice-President of the Natal Indian Congress and a former President of the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha immediately set out to wipe out
the Samaj's liabilities. Rom in Navsari in 188:~. he had also served
on the Surat Hindu Association. Ry the end of his term the project
had hN·n fully paid.
The next Annual General Meeting took place on the 14th March
194:1, at (:andhi Hall. The reasons for the delay were outlined by
the St>nl'tary Narsi Parbhoo Kalian. The Samaj wanted to wipe out
outstanding I.: 1,800 owing on the contract. A change in the officials
would havl' hindered the effort. He also drew the Samaj's attention to the following issues that needed immediate attention:a) Tht· opening ceremony of Gandhi Hall
b) ThP placing of photos and plaques of the donors
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c) The transfer of the Samaj's property to its own name
d) The financial position of the school
e) The allocation of the classrooms to the clubs.
Significantly there was no official opening of the complex, apart
from the Havan ceremony on the Ram Navmi Day referred to earlier. As regards the placing of photos and plaques, the idea was
eventually abandoned by the General Committee.
However it is submitted that once having collected the money on
these promises, the Samaj owed it as a duty to fulfil its obligation irrespective of how it later felt about the matter. The other aspect
was the promise that a class-room would be made available to clubs
donating £250 to the Samaj. On the strength of this promise the
Hindu Cricket Club had raised and donated £250 to the Samaj. By
1950 however the Samaj had not met its obligations. In that year
the Secretary to the Club ,J eram Vallabh once again addresed a letter to the Samaj. Despite repeated requests nothing was ever done
to rectify the matter.
In keeping with the increasing population of Johannesburg,the
number of Trustees was raised from 9 to 15 and the number of
Committee members to 32. Gopaldas Gurudasmal was elected the
Chairman for the year 1943. He held this post till 1945.
He in turn was succeeded by Vallabh Bhaga Patel. This was his
fourth term as the President, since 19;35_ He had started his carreer with the Samaj as a treasurer and had been President from
1935 to 1936 and again in 1938. During 1937 and from 1938 to
1944 he was an Honarary President before this post was abolished.
He was a trustee of the Samaj till his death on 19th April 1969.
In April 194 7 the Presidentship of the Samaj passed on to
Pranshanker Someshwar ,Joshi. Except for a short period from
September 1950 to April 1952 he was to serve in this capacity till
September 195 7.

Hall in
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honour of two local young ladies recently retur~ed a~ter
completing their education at theBaroda Arya Kanya V1dyap1th.
Gangaben Bhikha and Divyaprabha Dullabh addressed those
gathered. Later, on the Krishna Jayanti, they presented a prome in which the pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya whom they
~trained, sang bhajans and performed dances and garba.

1'.

i

On August 13, 1941 a mass meeting was convened at Gandhi
Hall at 8 p.m. to pay tribute to the memory of Rabindranath

1,

Tagore. Dr. Y.M. Dadoo presided at the meeting. Dr. Dadoo,
Manilal Gandhi, A. Minty, S.M. Desai, P.S. ,Joshi and S.B. M_edh
paid glowing tributes to the Poet, who had made g~eat contn~utions to India's art, and literature and who stnved to brmg
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about universal brother-hood.

The meeting adopted a resolution in which it "recorded" with
"profound regret" the death of the Poet. It continued, "H'.s loss is
not only to India, but to the whole world. He was an embodiment of
love. art and music - the three essentials which make life worth
living. He has left a rich legacy which will last to eternity and will
enrich those who partake of it". Messages of condolences were
sent to Shantiniketan, Bolpore, by the Transvaal Hindu Seva
Samaj.

On 23rd February 1944, most of the Indian businesses and
schools, including the Government schools were closed in memory
of Kasturba Gandhi.
A meeting was held under the auspices of the Nationalist Group
of the Transvaal Indian Congress ·at Gandhi Hall, where Samaj
leaders took part. Tribute were also paid by Hermann Kallenbach
and L.W. Ritch, an associate of Candhi.

In the meantime Gandhi Hharat Vidyalaya was beginning to draw
a large number of students from all over the Transvaal.

In 1941 there were 2:i4 pupils with three teachers. By 1943 there
During early 1941 the Aat Manda! gave a reception at Gandhi
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were six teachers. Permanand Ichharam Parekh and Chunilal
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Kalyanji Parmar joined the teaching staff in November 1943 and
Ratilal Gandabhai and Jivanji Gopalji in February and March 1944
respectively. In the meantime Ashabhai Patel and Arya had left.
The school was emerging as the focal point of the Samaj 's activity.
By 1945 the number of students had grown to 31:3 but there were
only four teachers. By 1948 there were 322 pupils and eight
teachers and in 1949 the roll rose to ;{9f) with eight teachers. The
five class rooms soon became inadequate and a partition was erected in the cottage that housed the library, and two classes were
started there. When even that proved insufficient two classes were
started in the Hall. To accommodate the children 80 new desks at
the cost of \:450 were purchased. To alleviate the situation it was
also decided to stop from the end of 194 7 the English classes that
had been conducted by the Samaj.
The School Committee's hands however were tied in everv direction. Thus the monthly budget for teachers' salary in 1949. was
fl 50, which together with the driver's wages, cleaners wages and
petrol and other expenses amounted to £200. Its only real income
was the fees from the pupils and these were insufficient to cover the
costs of running the school, more particularly that the fees were not
always received regularly on time. However funds raised during
the Rakshabandhan and special collections organised by the
School Committee members, more particularly Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia, L.P. Modi and Jasmat Nana made it possible for the
School Committee to meet its obligations.
The management of the S('hool was placed in the hands of a
School Committee. It was responsible inter-alia for the appointment and dismissal of teachers, determination of the salary scales
and raising the required funds to pay the salaries and other expenditure. Many eminent members of the Samaj served on this very
important committee. During this period Ranchod Valjee Patidar,
P.S. ,Joshi, Z.V. Parekh, ,Jasmat Nana, L.P. Modi., N.M. Mistry,
D .U. Mistry served at one time or another on it.
Bhanabhai F. Patel, who had been appointed the Principal in
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1936 continued as such till 1945 when he resigned. An extremely
competent and capable man, he held B.Com. and B.Sc. degrees,
and had guided the school in its most important and difficult phase.
As the number of students increased, the shortage of teachers
became apparent. The non-existence of training facilities for
vernacular teachers in South Africa made the Samaj look to India
to recruit the required staff. In 1944 the efforts commenced. As a
result of negotiations, a number of teachers were brought to South
Africa. In 1947 two teachers came. One of whom was Manibhai
Kikabhai Patel, a double graduate from Bombay univesity with a
B.A. (Hons) and B.T. degrees who also held a diploma in Physical
Education. The other was Mohandas Harjivandas. Both arrived on
temporary permits. In 1950 Umiashanker Manishanker Jokhakar
arrived and commenced teaching at the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya
on 1st September 1950. The Nationalist government that had
come into power in 1948 introduced greater restrictive measures
on importation of teachers after 1950.
The teachers initially came on a temporary permit for six years,
during which they could not return. At the termination of this period however they could either return or remain. Residence of three
further years was required before a domicile was acquired. The
teachers were allowed to bring their wives and children, provided
the latter were under seven years when their fathers first came to
South Africa.
Manibhai K. Patel, and Mohandas Harjivandas started with the
Ghandi Bharat Vidyalaya on 1st March 194 7. During April
Manibhai Patel took over from Permanand Parekh as the Principal of the school.
He was well qualified for the post. He had passed his matriculation with distinction in mathematics, physics and chemistry. For
his B.A. (Hons.) examination he had passed Gujerati and Sanskrit.
He had taught in Ahmedabad, Bharooch and Nadiad.

In 1%:l when his initial six years expired he went on !Pave to
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India. During this period Chotubhai D. Mehta was appointed as an
Acting-Principal with Mohanlal Vanand as his deputy. The Samaj
arranged a fare-well function for Manibhai and Kantilal Mehta
who was also leaving for India to further his education. The exten~
sion of invitation to this function raised a controversy from the
younger members of the Gujerati community who felt that selective invitation had taken place. A member of this group wrote to
the Samaj requesting a full list of those invited. The Samaj did not
reply. Needless to say this provided reason to the younger members to resent the Samaj.

these we

re employed full time and seventeen part-time.

· With the opening of branches at the va~ous_ centres, it became
·

ry to appoint an inspector. Mambha1 K. Patel was ap-

necessa
pointed to this post.

A the 1960's came to an end, the financial position of both the
S~aj itself and the School Committee was dubious. The S~ho~l

~-

Committee spent a lot of its time discussing requests for a raise m

I?'

teachers' salaries. A reading of the minutes indicates that at most

times the salaries were determined on an ad hoc basis. No set salary
In 1955 Manibhai Patel accepted an appointment at the Gold
Street Indian School. Although he was available and did continue
with his post at the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya in the afternoon, it
was decided that it would be desirable to appoint Chotubhai Mehta
as Acting-Principal.
The perennial problem of space again plagued the Samaj in the early
1950's. As the Gujerati population increased, the number of pupils also increased. By 1954 the roll had arisen dramatically to 704
and the Samaj employed thirteen teachers. Fearing the critical
situation expected to develop the following year the Samaj at the
request of the School Committee approached the Witwatersrand
School Board for the use of class rooms at the Fordsburg Indian
Junior School.Ten class rooms were allocated for use by the Samaj
after the normal English School hours. This eased the congestion
problem at Gandhi Hall and also alleviated the transport difficulties for pupils from the Fordsburg, Vrededorp and other nearby
areas.
By 1959 however the space monster re-appeared. This time the
Witwatersrand School Board gave permission to use the Gold
Street Primary Schol. Through the kind efforts of the Principal
Mohamed E. Patel 9 class rooms were made available. Pupils from
City and Suburb, Doornfontein, Bertrams, .Jeppe and portion of
Marshalltown now had a Gujerati school within a walking distance.
By 1959 the roll of the school had risen to 1026 pupils. It had a staff
of twenty-seven teachers, eight males and nineteen females. Ten of
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scale based on educational qualifications and experience existed.

Although not specifically provided by the constitution, there
was a practice whereby the teachers were not allowed to serve the
General Committee because they were paid employees of the
Samaj. While most members of the School Committee were well
educated, competent men who conducted the affairs of the school

with great dignity and respect, accusations of personal abuse of
the teachers did crop up now and again. Later the restrictions on

the teachers serving on the General Committee was removed, and
many teachers did serve on it.
Petty politics among the teachers also left much to be desired. The
result was a great turn over in staff, which was already aggravated
by the lack of pre-determined salary scales and which led to the belief
among certain teachers that they were being discriminated against.

To alleviate the continued shortfall in funds the School Committee mooted the feasibility ·of raising the fees. While this is
perfectly logical, it was doubted by many members of the committee whether it was practicable. Already there were many parents
who could not pay the fees and who were in arrears. There were
others whose fees had been waived. If the Samaj was to play a
meaningful Tole in keeping alive Cujerati. the burden had to be removed from the parents to the community at large. In 1958 when
the School Committee considered the proposal of raising the fees, it
was vigorously opposed by L.P. Modi, Ranchod Nagar, and Narsi
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South Africa and India required close attention. In India, the 'quit
India' agitation against the British was in progress. In South Africa
the Passive Resistance in Transvaal in the early l 940's was still
fresh in their minds.
The instrument of youth activity was the Tarun Bharat Sangh,
which had previously existed as Young Aryan Social Club. This
organisation had harnessed thirty to fourty youths who met regularly to discuss and debate various issues. In 1944, it had started,
under P .S. Joshi's editorship, a monthly publication called
"Prakash" dedicated to Indian art, literature and music which soon
acquired an extensive circulation in the Union, Rhodesia and East
Africa.
On 9th April, a Youth Cultural Conference was convened at
Gandhi Hall, under the Chairmanship of P .S. Joshi. Attorney A.I.
Minty, Molvi Cachalia and A.A. Mirza addressed the youths
gathered from the Transvaal, Cape, Natal and Rhodesia. Tributes
were paid to the Youth of India who had sacrified their lives in the
independence struggle. A call was made to abandon caste, religious, linguistic and provincial discriminations among the Indians.
Cultural contacts with India were to be strengthened, through invitations to prominent lecturers to tour South Africa. Protection,
maintenance, and propagation of Indian cultural was to be the aim
of the youth. Prominent personalities lent support to the conference through goodwill messages. Among those who sent messages
were Dr. Sirvapalli Radhakrishanan, Chakravaty Rajgopalachary,
Raja Maharaj Singh, the then High Commissioner for India in
South Africa, Sir Sharafat Khan, the Minister of Finance ,Jan Hofmeyr, Mrs. Margret Ballinger, Swami Bhawani Dayal.
As a result of the views expressed by delegates that the objectives of meeting should cover all the youth of the Union, a
South African Hindu Yuvak Sangh was established.

· bh Delwadia who argued that if necessary the Samaj had to
Par oo
,
.
.
'd' e the salaries rather than raise the fees of the pupils.
SU b si is

Th Chairman of the School Committee N .M. Mistry, Dhirubhai
p. Na~k, the secretary, and Dr. R. Mehta, who favoured ra~sing the
·gned Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia became the Chairman of
,
fees res i
the School Committee.
Chotubhai Mehta, who had been acting Principal while M.K.
Patel was abroad, was appointed to the post when the l_atter became Inspector. During his absence in 1958 Mohanbha1 Vanand
acted as a Principal and when he went overseas Umiashanker Jokhakar was appointed acting Principal with Arun Kumar
Vidyalanker as Vice-Principal.
When Chotubhai Mehta returned from leave in September,
1958, Jokhaker resumed as a Vice-Principal. He took charge of the
Fordsburg school while Dayalbhai D. Patel the other Vice-Principal was in charge at Gold Street. Both the Vice-Principals went ~n
leave in 1958.Dayabhai D. Patel had been granted a scholarship.
To replace them Mohanbhai Vanand andSushila Bhatt were appointed as Vice-Principals.
The Gandhi Hall which had a capacity for seating approximately 800 was coming more into use. It became a venue not only for
Samaj activities but also for the activities of other non-European
groups. For the first time, a hall had become available to the nonwhites in the centre of Johannesburg, that was owned by themselves. It is not intended to list all the functions that took place
at Gandhi Hall in this period, but to highlight some of the events
that were organised by organisations other than the Samaj.

A committee of thirty-two members was established to plan
future activities. The committee met at Gandhi Hall on 30th
April under P.S. Joshi's Chairmanship at which Vallabhbhai B.

In ] 940 various members of the Samaj became increasingly
aware of the need for a Youth Movement to activate and educate
the Hindu Youths. The need to provide correct education to equip
the Hindu, subjected to cross currents of different cultures, which
led to personal and inter-personal conflict was clear. The role that
the Hindu Youth was expected to play in the political situation in
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Patel and Gopaldas Gurudamal were elected Honorary Chairmen
and P .S. Joshi the Chairman. Sudhir Kumar Vidyalanker and
Khusal Hari Patel were elected Secretaries and Ramdev Vallabh
and Daya Hari as their assistants, Morarjee Mistry was appointed
a Treasurer. A committee to draft a constitution was established,
consisting of Pranlal M. Joshi (Pretoria), Surendra Medh, Bob
Pavaday, Dayal Patel, Maganbhai I. Patel, Khusal H. Patel, Jasmat
Nana, P.S. Joshi, Sudhir Kumar. However the movement never
really got off the ground and soon fizzled out.
On 20th and 21st December 1945 a non-European Literature
Conference met at Gandhi Hall, where about fifty Indians,
Colourds and Africans writers discussed various problems of mutual interests. Louis Snowden and Eric Rosenthal represented the
Pen Club. Dr. Nhlapo was the chief speaker. The chief librarian of
Pretoria State Library Mrs. Scott,A.A. Mizra, W. Vilakaziand Zeffert Cornelius also took part in the deliberations.
The record of one of the earliest weddings at Gandhi Hall is
found in the Indian Opinion of October 1940. On 12th October
Reva, a daughter of D. Makanjee married Raman Riga of Ladysmith. The ceremony was performed by Swami Bhavani Dayal.
The officials of the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj were also active members of other associations and organisations. Many of
them took an active part in politics, and belonged to the South
African and Transvaal Indian Congress.
As early in 1919, Ranchod Valjee Patidar, K.J. Tavaria, D.
Kalyanjee, Bikha Karsenjee were members of the South African
Indian Congress.
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Both sides had extensive following in all the hngmst1c and religious groups. The split was evident even among the members of
the Samaj. Thus at an election held in 1943 the group under t~e
leadership of M.E. Valod was elected. It included, a~~ngs its
members, Vallabhbhai B. Patel, who was perhaps apoht1cal and
had been nominated also by the Nationalist group. Z.V.
wh o
h S
.
Parekh and Chotubhai Desai, both Vice-Presidents oft e amaJ
were elected Secretary and Vice-President respectively.
O.R. Patel, Magan I. Patel and T. Naran were also elected.
Among the defeated Nationalist Group were D.U. Mistry, Ravjibhai C. Patel, Jasmat Nana, R. Kapitan, Chotu Chiba, Rassik I.
Parekh, P.S. Joshi, Magan Bhagoo and L. Modi. P. Bijla, B.U.
Mast.er and Bikhabhai Karsenjee had been nominat.ed by both groups.

Feeling ran high among the groups. However when it came to
Samaj's interets, politics was forgotten, though personal rivalry
and petty jealousy continued. Later when the Nationalist group
gained control of the Transvaal Indian Congress, Jasmat Nana,
Rassik Parekh, P.S. Joshi, S.B. Medh among others were to play
prominent roles.
During 1946 Dr. V.G. Patel was elected as a Joint Secretary and

During the early 1940's, during the Passive Resistance in the
Transvaal S.B. Medh had been one of the "Commandants" together with Rev Sigamoney and Dr. Y. Dadoo.

in 194 7 he became a Vice-President of the Transvaal Indian Con-

The oldest Indian political organisation in South Africa was the
Natal Indian Congress, founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1894. In

gress. During 1947 J .V. Gokal a Vice-President of Samaj became a
Vice-President of the Congress, while D.U. Mistry, another VicePresident of the Samaj became its joint Secretary. This interlocking membership continued to exist in the years that followed.
The Samaj members played an invaluable role in the political
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struggle, but always managed to keep the Samaj affairs, which were
basically social and cultural, apart, and never allowed their political differences to impede its progress. The various officials
of the Samaj were also active in the creation of caste, village,
linguistic and religious organisations. In ,June 1940 the Koli Yuvak
Mandal of Jeppe was established. Its Honorary Presidents included Vallabh Soma, who served on the Samaj General Committee from 1934 to 1964, unbroken except for periods when he was
away in India.

It also an.ange d a seven day Bhagwat Saptah at Gandhi Hall.
.
.B. Patel, Magan Valla, Nanoo V~lla, Nathoo Chohan, Ratilal
M
.
d N a tvar Daya were promment members of the Mandal.
HansJeean

In very many ways, 194 7 was a very memorable year for Samaj.

During May 1941 P.S. Joshi, then a Vice-President of the Samaj
took an active part in the creation of the Transvaal Mayawant
Kshatriya Manda!. At a meeting held at the Star Bioscope in
Vrededorp, its constitution was passed and a fund started. Bhikha
Dajee was appointed its first chairman. Another member of the Samaj, Madhu Mooljee became its first Secretary.

The announcement on 20th February 194 7, by the British Got fits intention to quit India by June 1948 was greeted
vernmd~n
as elsewhere in great enthusiasm. Lord
byln
1ans~n
1 Johannesburg
,
Mountbatten assumed office as Viceroy on 24th March 1943. However, b Y n ow communal riots had broken out all over and thet ParT
. • o f India ' into two states became even more apparen . do
tit1on
'd further bloodshed Mountbatten, on 3rd June broadcaste
avo1 a
. .
· h
f
on wh1c
power
.
1
h s amo us declaration laying down the conditions
.
.
would be transferred from British to Indians. T~e Indian Independence Bill was rushed through the British parliament on 1st July
19 4 7 without dissent and the date of independence was moved to
!5th August 194 7. With expectations people looked forward to
this day.

In April 1943 the Transvaal Rajput Manda! was established at
a meeting held in Gandhi Hall. Prominent in its creation was Narsi
Govind, a member of the Samaj, who became its Chairman.

To celebrate the occasion appropriately the Samaj co~vened a
meeting and a committee was elected to arrange the entire function.

Around 1945 an old boys association of the pupils of theGandhi
Bharat Vidyalaya was formed, known as the Puratan Chhatra Manda!. It, together with the subsequently formed old girls organisation the Bharat Kumarika Manda! played a prominent role in the
celebration of various functions arranged by the Samaj. Later
Puratan Chhatra mandal even accommodated the membership of
those who had not been former pupils of the Gandhi Bharat
Vidyalaya and changed its name to the Bharat Yuvak Manda!.

A special fund was started to cover the elaborate celebrations.
The Hindu public once again responded marvellously. An amou~t
of £3926.2.3 was collected from all sections of the Hindu commumt . Although Samaj was and is still predominantly a Gujerati organ1sa t·10n, Tam1'1 , Hindi and Sindhi-speaking Hindus joined the
Samaj and contributed to the funds. Merchants donate~ large
quantities of material to manufacture Indian flags a~d buntmgs t~
decorate Gandhi Hall, and Indian homes and busmesses. Nars1
Parbhoo Delwadia, the then Secretary of the Samaj converted a
back room in his shop into a temporary factory to meet the demands for the flags.

In November 1940 The Satem Seva Samaj, an organisation of
persons from Satem was established. Dayal Naran another
member of the Samaj was elected its first Chairman.

On 15 August 1951 another youth movement was started known
as the Adarsh Yuvak Manda!, which too played a signifcant role
in the Samaj activities. Annually during the celebration of the
Krishna Jayanti it was to provide the cradle (Parnoo).

~

The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj in co-operation with the
Transvaal United Patidar Society, Tamil Benefit Society and the
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Sanathan Veda Dharma Sabha organised an elaborate celebration
consisting of three functions.

,,..
ot in keeping with the Gandhian ideals and print-function was n
,.
,.._
ciples.

The morning began with a Havan ceremony and prayers. The
National Anthem heralded the raising of the Indian Tri-colours
by Damyanti Kapitan of the Kumarika Mandal.

,;.,
'"
~,
-i'·

What had only been a hope and aspiration was coming true. Joshi
spoke as the President. He said "After a lapse of nearly two centuries, dawns a new era of unfettered freedom in India which stands
today on an equal pedestal with the free nations of the world. India has today regained its soul which was in the past shrouded in
political darkness and oblivion by the bonds of imperialism". He
recounted the national struggle and the price paid during it.
In the afternoon, a reception was held at the Stork Club for the
diplomatic corps and other dignitaries. Ambassadors, High Commissioners, and other government officials together with high ranking civic white and non-white leaders were entertained. Among
them were the Consul-General of U.S.S.R. and the Vice-Consul
of China. Messages from leaders throughout the world were read
by Sorabjee Rustomjee; one came from General Smuts. The function, which was presided over by the Mayor of Johannesburg James
Gray MPC was addressed by among others, Mrs. V.M. Ballinger,
who interpreted the Indian Independence as "the light for future".
In the evening another function was arranged at Gandhi Hall
where a crowd of more than three thousand people attended. As
P.S. Joshi hoisted the ·flag, the crowd rose to sing the national
anthem, "We witness with gratification and joy the fruition of
Mahatma Gandhi's heroic efforts; an event unparalled in the history of mankind, where a nation's political freedom has been
achieved by men through non-violent struggle, will stand as a
monument to him" he said.
Despite the fact that the celebration was a great success, the
Samaj came under a barrage of criticism from the purists. The
champagne that had been served to the guests at the Stork Club
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On gth September, 1949, the Samaj achieved another ~i~estone. On this day it opened a new library in a spa_cious room_ m its
.
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Library Committee of the SamaJ •

The library committee was to compris~ of seven_members e!ected at the first General Committee Meetmg followmg an ele~t10n.
On 6th January 1944 a special Library fund had been e~tabl_1s~ed
and had by now collected £6~3.17 .6. Gujerati and English fict10~
and non-fiction works were imported. Also ~ewspapers, m_aga
•
dJ"ournals in Gujerati, Hindi and English were subscribed
zmes,an
bl"
to The library which had about 10,000 books, was open to pu ic
~ Saturday and Sunday and became a meeting place for all sorts
0
of interesting people.
Hbwever after all this, came the decision by the Samaj in October to ask the Gujerati Public not to celebrate Diwali on the normal scale.
Diwali in Johannesburg in those days was a joyous occasion,
when businesses and schools closed. The din of the fireworks set
the pattern for day, as old and young received each other; presents,
outings to places of entertainment, sumptuous dinner parties were
the order of the day.

However India was rent by civil disorder as the Hindus, and
Sikhs clashed with Muslims. West Bengal and East Punjab were
the hardest hit. Thousands were left homeless as one of the largest
migrations in modern history began. Countless wives lost their
husbands and children. Children were orphaned. Men lost not only
their material wealth, but at times even themselves.The sad
screams of terror, the sobbing of a nation torn apart, melted the
heart of Samaj. An appeal signed by the Secretaries N arsi Parbhoo
Delwadia and Dullabh H. Mistry, to spend the day in pious prayer,
in contemptation and meditation was sent out. A prayer meeting
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was arranged and the public was asked to donate the money saved
to the Indian Relief fund.
Despite all this, the Samaj looked with expectation to the New
Year. Their hopes however were dashed by despair. On Friday
30th January 1948, those who were privileged to possess a radio
were shattered to hear the announcement in the mid-afternoon of
the assassination of the Father of the Nation, whose birthday the
Samaj had celebrated every year; for whom it had prayed when he
fasted; for whom it fasted when he was imprisoned. Gandhi was no
more. The "Star", the afternoon daily shrieked "Gandhi assasination on way to prayer". The students of the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya were at their regular weekly educational film show, when
the news was broken by a heart-broken teacher. The school was
dismissed, shops closed. Samaj called a memorial meeting immediately. The Gandhi Hall overflowed with tears and humanity, as
the non-Hindus joined the Hindus to mourn this great leader.
In a moving speech, P.S. Joshi said, "Gandhi was one of the
greatest man since Buddha and could easily take place in the galaxy of world's renowned prophets who had led mankind." Among
the speakers who paid tribute were Dr. Y.M. Dadoo the President
of the South African Indian Congress, Adv. D.U. Mistry, Dr. V.G.
Patel, and Ranchod Valjee Patidar. Jasmat Nana and Vinaychandra Patel led the prayers in Sanskrit and Y.A. Cachalia in Arabic.
In a message Gen. Smuts the Prime Minister of South Africa said
"His long connection with South Africa makes us feel this loss to
India as our own" and ended "He was a prince among men".
A few days later the Samaj joined the memorial service arranged
by the Transvaa' lndian Congress at the Johannesburg City Hall.
After the singing of one of Gandhi's favourite hymns "Abide by
me" V.B. Patel,Molvi I.M. Saloojee and Rev. Webb said prayers in
Sanskrit, Arabic and English respectively. Prof. the Very Reverend L. Rabinovitz, Rev. Webb, Dr. Y.M. Dadoo, Dr. Xuma, and
Dr. Naiker paid tributes.
Like many other centres in the world, the Transvaal Hindt. Seva
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On July 4th the people of Durban paid their respects. The ashes
were then taken to Phoenix before being immersed into the river.
In the meantime Joshi the Chairman of Samaj had gone to Durban
to attend the above function.
After a long discussion with Manila! they managed to convince
the latter that the ashes should be taken to other centres in South
Africa before its immersion into the river.
On 13th July, at a hall built in his honour, the Samaj held a memorial for him. A fifty feet long platform decked with homespun
Indian flag and exuding the fragrance from a multitude of flowers
covering it, was created. At the end of it stood a bust of Gandhi, in
a cloud of incense and dhoop smoke. In front of the bust was a silver urn with the last remains of Gandhi; around the urn and the bust
were lit seventy nine lamps, one for each year of his life.
Slowly, solemnly, hundreds filed past, stopping to bow in reverence. Still an official of the Samaj, Surendra Medh officiated as
a-priest. Joshi presided at the meeting where among others Dr.
Y.M.Dadoo, Rev. Michael Scott, and Drachmeyer joined the officials of the Samaj in its tribute to Gandhi. Later P.S. Joshi, Jasmat
Nana, and Surendra Medh accompanied the urn as it was taken to
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Pretoria, Cape Town, East London and Port Elizabeth. Each had
in their own different ways been associated with Gandhi. Eventually on 19th July 1948 the ashes were immersed into the Umgeni River where it flows into the Indian Ocean. A large number of the
Samaj members attended the ceremony.
With the approach of 15th August, the Samaj prepared to commemorate the first anniversary of the Independence. A mass
meeting was called at the Gandhi Hall. After the symbolic flag
raising, the President, P .S. Joshi reviewed free India's progres
during the year. The pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidhyalaya
organised a variety show to raise funds for the school, raising approximately £300.

It is not intended to give a detailed description of every independence day celebration. But to give some idea of the type of celebrations that took place annually as the Samaj faithfully commemorated this day, we will look at the next two years only. Annually it drew eminent non-white speakers at the ceremony, which included prayers and flag raising. In 1949 apart from its President
P.S. Joshi, the speakers included R.T. Chari, Secretary to the Indian High Commissioner for India, (who also read Pandit Nehru's
message); Dr. Ray E. Phillips, the director of Jan Hofmeyer School
of Social Work; Dr. A.B.Xuma, the President-General of African
National Congress; Y. Cachalia the Secretary-General of the
Transvaal Indian Congres and Adv. D. U. Mistry. Chari read the
message from Nehru in which the Indians abroad, were told "to keep
the good name of India bright and untarnished, and always to keep
before them ideals which have moved us in the past and which inspire us." The programe included prayers, flag raising and music
by the Kumarika Manda!. Girls dressed in national costumes of India entertained the gathering with national songs and other musical
items.
In 1950 the speakers included, apart from the President P.S. Joshi, R.T.Chari, who read a message from the Deputy Prime Minister of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, which said, "today as
the Indians salute the national flag, they must realise they are the

54

;;;

guardians of its prestige. It is for them to carry the fair name of
India to the farthest corner of the world and create a~ound them
maximum friendship and goodwill. They are the embodunent ~f ~ndia's culture and traditions, and it is for them therefore to be hvmg
symbols of its glory and greatness. On this occasion therefore they
cannot take any nobler pledge than that they should prove themselves worthy of their country".
z.V. Parekh and Y.M. Cachalia, Miss N. Iyer, Nathoobhai Mistzy, and Dayabhai Bhagwan also spoke. Prayers were said in English, Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian.

On 26th January 1950 India became a Republic within the British Commonwealth.
Nearly three thousand Indians gathered in Johannesburg to hear

the official proclamation. Earlier in the day, after a thanksgiving
prayer, the Indian National flag was hoisted in a well decorated and
illuminated Gandhi Hall by P.S. Joshi, the Samaj President. In an
address on this historic occassion he said, "we greet the Measant
dawn of India's sovereign independence with grateful and joyous
hearts and hope it will be instrumental in dispelling the darkness
of human inequality throughout the world." He recalled India's
glorious past when tiny republics flourished in several parts of India and when Europe was plunged in social darkness. Republicanism was a heritage, not a new ideal for India. Where as civilisations
had collapsed on the impact of a new dominant one, the Indian civilisation of the Hindus had survived every ordeal.
Daya Bhagvan Patel, the Joint Secretary read Pandit Nehru's
message to the Indians overseas, in which India offered "friendship to people of all other countries on terms of equality and reapect of each others rights." R.T. Chari, Secretary to the High
Commissioner (of India in Union) asked for the "blessings and co.operation of all peace loving and democratic people of the earth".
Surendra B. Medh, L.P. Modi, Nathoobhai Mistry, M.K. Patel,
D.U. Mistry, also addressed the gathering, A resolution, congratu-
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lating the Indian Nation and it's first President , Dr . RaJ· en d ra p rasa~ on the in~uguration of the Republic which also recalled with
pride the services of Mahatma was passed. In the afternoon, hundre~s of Indians_ could not be accommodated when a programme of
musical entertamment organised jointly by the Kumrika Manda!
and Gandhi Bharat Vidhyalaya under the guidance of Manibhai
Patel was held.
_ ?ne of the primary aims of the Samaj was to provide proper rehg10us and cultural education to the Hindus of Transvaal. Whenever possible it provided a platform for prominent personalities
both from South Africa and abroad to deliver lectures on various
aspects. ~he lecturers from India, were either invited directly by
the SamaJ or came as guests of other Hindu organisations and were
Samaj's guests while in Johannesburg.
During the period under review, many prominent personalities
came to ?and hi Hall, From South Africa, Manila! Gandhi, Sorabjee
RustomJee, Dr. Dadoo, and other prominent leaders of the South
Afican Indian Congress and Transvaal Indian Congress, Dr. Xuma
Nelson Mandela and other African National Congress leaders,
were to mention a few, speakers at Gandhi Hall.
_On the New Year's day 1955,Swami Nishchalanand of the Ramakns~na Centre, addressed a reception given in his honour. He was
the _first South ~frican to take Sanyas and return to preach in South
Afnca. A fortmght later at a farewell function a cheque of £51 was
prese~ted to him. ,Jasmat Nana, Mrs. Padiachee, B.K. Patel, K .. J.
Tavana and M. Naidoo , amon gs t o th ers,• spo k e on the occasion.
·
In July 1955 Dasturji Navroy Dinshaji, an eminent Parsee Scholar, came to South Africa. In .Johannesburg the Samaj hosted a reception a~ ~hich h~ delivered a talk on Zorastrianism. He spoke
also_ of rehg10us enh_ghtenment, devotion and Karma (action). Yogi
Lucian was entertamed at a reception in his honour a few weeks
later.
As a representative of the Hindus and more particularly the Gu-
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·. atis in Johannesburg, the Samaj continued to play a leading
Jef
· su b misswns
..
.. as,
role. Apart from makmg
tot h ere Ievant aut h onties

d when the need arose, it also held meetings to mark appropriate
:casions. Among those, the Samaj was to call the following within
abort period oflndia's independence. It held a memorial for Saro~ Naidoo, at Gandhi Hall on 2nd March 1948. Sarojini, was already a well known poetess, when she had visited South Africa in
l924. Her works, "The Golden Threshold" (1905) had been fol}owed by the "BirdofTime" (1912)and the "Broken Wing" (1917) and
coin.prised not only her poetic promise but also partial poetic, fulfument. This 'Bulbul of India'as Gandhi called her. who gave up
poetry for politics had been a source of political inspiration, together with Tagore, Aurobindo, Gokhale and Tilak in the period
froin 1905 to 1920. This period the historians have labelled as the
age of Indian awakening when with a magic potency, "Bande
Mataram" galvanized the national political consciousness. It fell
upon P.S. Joshi the Samaj President, who in 1924 had been there
to receive her and help organise the reception in her honour to pay
tribute to her and send a telegram of condolance. Padmaja Naidoo,
the poetess' daughter replied to the Samaj's message that she was
"deeply grateful" to it for the kind sentiments expressed.

In September 1950when the former Prime Minister of the Union
of Seuth Africa Gen. Smuts died, the Samaj through its President
P.S.Joshi sent the following message of condolence to Mrs. Smuts.
"' • · "We would like to associate ourselves with the magnificent
tribute paid to this great statesman, sage and soldier of
South Africa. A glory has departed, and the great man who
guided the fortunes of the nation for over half a century has
retired to the Hall of Heroes.

"Gen. Smuts was truly a great man, too great for the
common people absorbed in thoughts of day to d~y material
life, and whatever the reaction of the present generation,
history will record that he was the architect of the South
African nation.
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Two great man of our times, both friends, both the political products of South Africa, both at one time adversaries
on the Indian problem, have died within three years. One
was Gandhi, who moulded India, the other Smuts who
moulded South Africa. The whole world is poorer by their
loss."
At about 9.30 a.m. Indian time on lfith November, 1950 India's
Deputy-Prime Minister, the indomitable Sardar died after a number of massive heart attacks. As the South Africans woke some three
hours later they were. stunned to hear the agonising news. They
had held in high esteem, the man who was the architect of India's
unity, who had welded over fi60 disparate princely States into a
cohesive union with the rest of India. They admired with pride and
looked with awe to the man who did for India, what Garibaldi and
Mazarin did for their countries. Many of the local people had been
associated with Patel during the Borsad and Bardoli satyagraha in
the 1920's. The Indian community in Johannesburg immediately
closed their shops and businesses as a token of respect to its departed leader.

c.;~::_y··aewas succeeded in turn by Sir Kurma Reddi, Raja Sir Maharaj
~, ·il-I;:,,;.;; Singh, Syed Raza Ali, Rama Rao, and Shafaal Ahmed Khan.
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line ended with Rama Rao Maharao Deshmukh who was a
~ste~ in the Central Provinces and later the Minister of Finance

J· 'f>f Gwahor state.
i :" The Samaj enjoyed

a particularly warm relationship with
Kunwar Maharaj Singh. He had been at the opening of the Gandhi
Bharat Vidylaya and also played a leading role inthe acquisition of
the leasehold, albeit in the name of the Union Government, over
the property where Gandhi Hall was built.

~c
ft

-

In 1946 the Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Bill
(referred to by some as the Ghetto Bill) was introduced in the Parliament. There was an outcry in the Indian Central Legislature
which expressed a strong disapproval. It was rejected by the South
African Indian Congress. Smuts turned down the Indian proposal
to send a delegation to South Africa and the bill was passed.
The Indian Government took over the matter on behalf of the

The Samaj immediately called a Mass Meeting at Gandhi Hall to
express the Indian community's sorrow and grief. Emminent
members from the Transvaal Indian Congress joined the Chairman
Z.V. Parekh in its tribute.
Present at most of the Indian National day celebrations were the
secretaries to the Indian High Commissioner in South Africa. Behind their presence lay a long history of efforts to solve the Indian
issues in the twenties and early thirties.
The Cape Town Agreement of 1927 was responsible for the establishment of the office of the Agent General of India in South Africa. It was hoped to provide a link for closer consultation and cooperation between the two Governments.
Rt. Hon. Srinivas Sastri came as the first Agent General. He had
represented India at the League of Nations.

South African Indians and appealed to the United Nations when

the relations became more strained. India broke off diplomatic
ties in 1946.
The offices remained open and continued to be run by the
' secretaries, First R.T.Chari, the secretary assumed control of the
office. In 1951 his term of office ended. On 11th November 1951,

the Samaj arranged a farewell party in honour of R.T. Chari at
.Gandhi Hall. The function was 1o be a fairly lavish one and special
,invitation cards were printed. However, and one does not know
where things went wrong, few of the many prominent personalities
:invited arrived. The Mayor and Mayoress of Johannesburg, the de.PUty Mayor of Johannesburg, Quintin Whyte of the S.A. Institute
,of Race Relations, Councillor Leslie Hurd, Dr. ,J .D. RheinaltJones,
all wrote to say that the invitations which had been post marked
-the day before the party, had been received the day after the

;:party,
l
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In 1954 India decided to end the diplomatic ties with South
Africa completely. The secretary to the Indian High Commissioner, Mulhotra who had been responsible for running the office
in South Africa since R.T. Chari's departure in November 1951
was recalled home. The Samaj said its farewell to him at a function
in his honour at Gandhi Hall on 15th July 1954. Speaking on the
reasons for his recall, Mulhotra recounted the various laws that had
been passed in South Africa which curtailed their rights. He said
that the Indians faced a tremendous task if they wished to succeed
against these laws.
Time and again the Samaj responded to the call for assistance
following natural disasters in India. The Hindus of Johannesburg
opened their heart and purses and donated generously. Once again
it is not intended to catalogue every instance when this took place,
but to illustrate a few instances.
In September, 1950, the rivers of the Indian State of Assam
burst their banks and the worst disaster in its history struck it.
Houses, cultivated fields, villages, and towns were washed away.
Thousands of Assamese were left destitute, homeless and without
family.The Puratan Chhatra Mandal established the Assam ReliefFund and collected funds which were sent to Pandit Nehru,who
replied expressing his deep admiration and thanks for the concern
shown.

~£-.;:E::'.""'t,l955 there were more floods in India. In September the Samaj

f; . .again responded to Prime Minister Nehru's call for assis-

f:· ~::· · ' .Money and goods were collected and sent to India. As ref

~
!»as

the Samaj's role as an interest .group for articulating the deand needs of Gujerati-Hindu populatio_n not only in ~o,;;·· · ·l'umesburg but often the whole of South Afnca, the followmg

i::c ·
c..

:t

e~ples may be cited.
During June 1954 the Samaj examined the difficulties experienced by the relatives of South African Indians living in Central African Federation, Mozambique and East Africa, in obtaining
visa'!! for holidays or other family visits as weddings or funerals. A
special committee consisting of D.U. Mistry, P.S. Joshi, Jasmat
Nana, Daya Bhagwan and Jamnadas Ranchod was elected to go
• into the matter. As a result theSamaj submitted a letter to the Minister of Interior, setting out the difficulties and asking for relftation of the strict rules. It Pjinted o~: further that there had
lfardly been a case of an abuse rt the pnv1lege of entry granted to
these persons in the past. The Department of Interior, through the
Secretary for Interior replied, inter alia.
· "As the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj apparently represents
•only a small portion of the Indian Community of Union, and other

Indian groups may hold different views as regards the policy to be
'followed in connection with the admission to the Union of Indians
from neighbouring territories, it is regretted that the Department
is not in a position to reply to the various points raised by your
·Society." The Secretary however promised to act with due regard
to the circumstances of each individual case.

Any one who has lived in an Indian area would be aware of the din
caused by fireworks during the Hindu Diwali festival. In South
Africa it has been tradition. Diwali would have been damp without
the fireworks. The pupils of Gandhi BharatVidhaylaya were however encouraged to donate the money which they would otherwise
have spent on fireworks to charity. The amount was sent to Pandit
Nehru's Children Fund in India. In 1952 approximately 1:30 and
in 1953 £40 were collected. This became a regular practice in the
1950's.

,,~u Community in having an immediate post-mortem after unflltllral
deaths, with the relevant authorities. The authorities were
·'-i\

During ,January 1954, the Samaj collected Rs. fi32 for the T.H.
Association of India. It also donated to the Mahadev Desai Fund,

. .proached and the Hindu custom of cremating the body, if pas.le within the twenty four hours of death were explained. There
among some Hindus, and more particularly a lot of Gujera-

60

~, In 1954 the Samaj took up the difficulties experienced by the

,ff•lso
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ti castes, a custom whereby no food is cooked in the house of the
deceased till the deceased is cremated or buried. As a result of the
representation, the authorities undertook to assist the community
wherever possible. A District Surgeon had to be available at the
time to do the post mortem and also a scribe to take down the findings of the former. Despite the assurances and the assistance of the
Department of Health in this respect, the problem still plagues the
Indian Community when an unnatural death occurs over holidays
when the District Surgeon is not always available.

·
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passed. Those wives and children who did not return lost

•tights.Many men forfeited their domicile and left the country. Not
976 did the S .A. Government relax the operation of the law in
measure. In the meantime there was a rising feeling among
younger men that fresh blood sh~uld be intro~uced into the Sa-

e

~ Committee which was monopolised by certam older members,
·
0

made en bloc nominations of officials and general committee

iuembers.

To emphasise their view point, at the Samaj election in 1954,

they moved an amendment t.o the en bloc nomination for the vice-preAs the public fears increased as to how the Group Areas Act of
1950 would be implemented and the havoc it would cause, the
Samaj submitted a memorandum to the Group Areas Board, requesting that it be given a hearing.

sidents. The amendment was defeated by 1:38 votes to 92. The
nominations for the joint secretaries was then called for by the
Chairman, P.S. Joshi, Magan Bhagoo and Ramdev Vallabh were
nominated.

This nomination was sought to be amended by Venilal Modi,

In September the Minister of Interi~r, Dr. T.E. Donges in-

who proposed Magan Bhagoo and ,Jeram Vallabh. At this stage disorder prevailed. There was no proper voting procedure except by
show of hand. There was also some ambiguity as to who was entitled to vote. Tension ran high, as accusations and counter ac-

troduced the Immigration Regulations Amendment Bill in the
House of Assembly, the effect of which was to restrict and prohibit the entry of wives and children of certain S.A. citizens. The
law in effect prohibit the entry of foreign born wives married
after 10th February 1956. Those women already m.arried to South
African Indians before 10th February 1956 had to return to South
Africa. The law while aimed at the Indian Community in general,
particularly hit those Gujerati Hindus castes which had a small
population in South Africa.

cusations followed. To cool things down Joshi adjourned the
meeting. At the re-convened meeting a fortnight later, both sides
-sought to gain advantage by bringing its supporters. Delegates
from Reef and Pretoria were bought in to strengthen the parties.
:After P.S. Joshi had asked for calm and discipline, strangely
enough he called for fresh nominations.

The Samaj took up the matter again immediately. It submitted
a detailed memorandum to the Minister of Interior, objecting to
"this provision which encroached upon the right of free movements
and placed restrictions on married life. Copies of the memorandum
were also sent to the Hon. J .G .N. Strauss, the leader of the Opposition, and John Cope among other Members of Parliament.
The Minister's Private Secretary acknowledged the receipt of the
memorandum and said that the contents of it had been noted. The

The minutes do not reflect whether the original and the amended
pominations were withdrawn by their backers. In any event the
· ·l)Qmination of Magan Bhagoo and Govind Nagar was countered by
::::the nomination of Magan Rhagoo and Jeram Vallabh. The Presi"i?iiient called for a vote by show of hands, and the original nomi_-;{!8tion was carried. However a pandemonium broke out. A recount
~::?iwas called for, and once again an acrimonious debate followed. In
.':;'·, w of the sensitive nature of the election it would have been preble to have had a secret ballot. It is very simple to be wise at
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the concepts of Gandhism."
hindsight but this would have avoided a lot of unpleasantness that
followed. In any event very magnimoniously ,J eram Vallabh
persuaded Ookabhai Nathoo and Ratilal Hansjee who supported
his nomination to withdraw it.
The rest of the meeting ended quitely. Significantly non of the
young leaders, Jeram Vallabh, Vanilal Modi, Ramjee Vithal, Ooka
Nathoo, Ratilal Hansjee were even elected to the General C'ommitte. However, the tempers flared up again outside, and even
blows were exchanged. Joshi once said his post as a president was
"not a bed of roses". The events at, and after the meeting incurred the wrath of several individuals in the community. Arising out
of his handling of the meeting, ,Joshi was a target of frustration.
On 27th June 1954 an incident took place that was widely reported in the daily press. The Rand Daily Mail carried the following
news item under the heading "Gandhi Cap Burnt". The article is
quoted in full. It read:
"Last night the white cap of Mahatma Gandhi, the traditional head gear of the President of the Seva Samaj, the Hindu
congress embracing most of Hindus in South Africa was burnt before a crowd of about 200 Hindus at a meeting in Fordsburg. Mr.
N.M. Desai who is the leader of the Youth Movement in Seva
Samaj, said last night the cap had been burnt as a demonstration and a protest, because the President had not been observing the true concepts of Gandhism.
The President submitted to the burning because he had
acknowledged that he had been wrong."
The Mahatmas cap was taken from his head and thrown
into the furnace by the Youth leaders, to set the seal on a
promise that if he was wrong he would submit to the
burning.
The argument in the congress arose at a meeting when
members of the Youth Movement were beaten. This, Mr.
Desai explained was using violence, which was against
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T this p .S. ,Joshi wrote a reply, which was published by Daily
-~ in its "Readers Point of View" under the heading "Mr.

Mat ., Cap Was Burnt After Protest " . It rea d m
· f u ll :
Joshis
.
Sir,
Mr. N.M. Desai's report in the Rand Daily Mail of June 28
gives an entirely misleading impression of what happened
at the forced burning of the Gandhi Cap worn by me (President of the Hindu Seva Samaj).

It happened at a small Indian Fruit Shop in Fordsburg in
the presence of the shop-keeper and his two sons. There
was no meeting, no crowd, no demonstration. It culminated
after an argument over the alleged behaviour of certain individuals at a recent election meeting for which I was
neither directly or indirectly responsible. Mr.Desai was not
present. I emphasised that I was not a party to the behaviour
of these individuals in the big election crowd, nor the later
developments. But for my patient handling of the meeting,
things would have taken a different turn. I protested
against the burning of the cap. I felt the Soul of Mahatma
Gandhi was unneccesarily humiliated. The burning was
not done in the presence of the Youth Leaders, or at the
furnace. Mr. Desai lighted the cap in the sink of the fruitshop.
I have been wearing the Gandhi Cap for over 30 years as a
token of respect to the great appostle of truth and nonviolence in the modern world.
The General Committee convened a special meeting to discuss
the steps to be taken, members advised that as a matter of principle P.S. Joshi should lay a criminal charge.
However P .S. Joshi, following the precedent ofGandhi, refused
_ politely. Gandhi who had also been a victim of similar vicious
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; meaning of that term in the Act. The creation of the Hindu Wei-

: fare Society was deeply resented by a number of individuals in the
Samaj. When in November 1955 the Hindu Welfare Society applied for rooms to hold its meetings, the permission was refused
summarily.
The reason given, according to the Hindu Welfare Society, was
that the Samaj considered that it had been formed in opposition to
the Samaj. In view of the refusal of its registration by the Registrar, this
argument was hardly valid. In any case the Samaj had since the refusal made no effort to undertake activities that would have brought
it within the definition of the term "Welfare organisation". The
General Committee's last meeting according to the minutes, had
taken place on 11th September 1956. lfthe Hindu Welfare Society
was correct,and there was never any denial of it by the Samaj, then
the decision was taken by some individual or individuals and not
the Samaj. The Hindu We !fare Society then circulated an open
letter to the members and officials of the Samaj, signed by its
Chairman Rassik I. Parekh and secretary Kalan Rathod. It
questioned the correctness of Samaj's refusal of the use of a hall
built from public donations. When the General Committee met on
the 22nd January 1956 it was decided, that, while the Samaj
objected to the tone of the letter, it would not reply to it. It goes
without saying that such attitude by the Samaj did
not win it many friends.
Undaunted by the refusals, the Hindu Welfare Society re-applied
for the use of the rooms in February 1956. Significantly the minute
of the next General Committee is silent on whether it received the
letter or not. It was not considered under the "correspondence" in
the Agenda of that or the next meeting.
During November 19fi4 the Samaj considered the invitation
from the South African Hindu Maha Sabha to send 2 names for its
council and 5 for its general meetings. At its adjourned Bi-ennial
meeting a council had been elected. The Samaj replied requesting
the Maha Sabha to first forward its constitution and a list of its affiliated members before considering its request.
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The motives of the Samaj in requesting the list of affiliate organisations to the S.A. Hindu Maha Sabha are not clear from its
minutes. It was probably prompted by the feeling that, that body
was not representative of all the Hindu sections in South Africa. It
was predominantly a Natal organisation with little or no representation of Hindus from other provinces on its Council. In the meanwhile it considered holding its own Conference. By early 19fifi the
Samaj had however taken no steps to implement its plans. On :3rd
March 1955, the General committee approved in principle the
holding of its Hindu Parishad and a committee consisting of P.S.
Joshi, Magan Bhagoo, Ranchod Nagar, B.K. Patel, N.M. Mistry, N.
Parbhoo Kalian, and Jasmat Nana was established.
The Samaj then sent out to the various cultural, religious, and social and educational organisations letters setting out the problems
that faced the Gujerati community. Among these it listed the relationship within the Hindu community, of the various linguistic
groups. Although the Gujerati, Tamils, Telugu, and the Hindi
speaking originated from the same motherland, which had now acquired independence and which was striving for national integration, the various linguistic groups in South Africa lacked the desired degree of integration and cohesion in their activity. As ambassadors of Hindu culture, it was argued, such unity of purpose
was imperative. The existence of various racial groups in South
Africa, and the relationship between them, and the methods of
fostering better race relations was another question raised. The
letter also pointed out the lack of a central trust to undertake charitable, religious and educational work, and the need and desire for
a united effort in this respect was emphasised. Questions relating to
the great diversity in performance of many of the rites and ceremonies of many of sixteen Samskaras among the various castes
were raised. Even within a particular caste, these differed among
people of different villages. This was particularly apparent as far as
the rites relating to marriage, birth and death were concerned. The Samaj felt that a degree of uniformity had to be achieved in these
practices.
The various organisations were asked to comment on these pro-
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blems and to send suggestions for their solution. After the replies
had been received, the Samaj convened meetings on the 16th October 1955 and I Ith December 1955 where the problems were
canvassed and solutions suggested. The solution was to be in form
of a number of resolutions that would be approved at the Parishad.
A special committee consisting of two representatives from each
organisation together with the President and the two joint secretaries
of the Samaj was established to draft the necessary resolutions.
The drafting committee soon completed its work and on 27th
April 1957, almost three years after the initial idea, the Samaj conconvened a meeting to finalise the plans for the Transvaal Hindu
Samajic Parishad that was to be held on May 31 and 1 and 2nd
June, 1957. A number of committees with representatives from the
various bodies were elected. A Reception Committee, Entertainment Committee, and a Publication and Publicity Committee
under the convenorships of B .U. Master, Jivanji Gopalji, and
Manibhai K. Patel respectively, were established. To cater for the
hospitality of the delegates a volunteer corp under the leadership
of Somdut J. Nana was created.
Despite the nature of problems dealt with, one is struck by the
lack of non-Gujerati organisations invited to the conference. Their
absence put doubt to the bona-fides of the Samaj as regards a number
of resolutions which the Samaj sought to introduce relating to co-operation between the various language groups.

In any event almost every Gujerati body was invited. The Gujerati Hindu community of Transvaal has been exposed to an environment in which its cultural and social patterns differed and at
times even conflicted with the other groups, of this country.
To articulate their interests, in the initial period they formed
caste organisations. At times even within the castes they further
distinguished between individuals from different villages or towns.
These "Gram Mandals" as they were known, articulated the interests of individuals from a particular village and town from which
they had emigrated to South Africa. As the population increased
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t_h~y became incre~singly aware of the need for such cultural, rehg10u~ and e~ucat10nal organisations. By 195 7 there existed the
followmg variety of such organisations.
Among cultural organisations there were the Bharat Yuvak
Manda!, and the Adarsh Y:uvak Manda!.
" There were also a number of Women's organisations like the
Transvaal Bharatiya Mahila Manda!" and the "K
·k M
d I" Th
umari a ana •
ere were also religious organisations.
In the educ_ation sphere the Transvaal Gujerati Shiksha Sangh,
~layed ~ leadmg role. Among the castes organisations there were
m~er aha, the Transvaal United Patidar Society, Transvaal Kori
H1tvardhak Manda!, Limbachia Varand Hitvardhak M d I
Transvaa ID ar.Jee
· Mandal and the Rajput Manda!.
an a,
The_re als~ existed in Transvaal, the Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj
est~bhs_h~_d m _1932, the Roodepoort Hindu Seva Samaj, and the
~Jerat1 Sa~aJ, and the Vereeniging Hindu Seva Samaj, and the
ansvaal ~~du Seva Samaj. The conference was officially opened by
Dr. Ray_PhI!hps of the Jan Hofmeyer School of Social Work at 7.:30
p.m: Friday the 31st May. Bhikhabhai Master, who acted as a
Chamnan at the opening outlined the purpose of the conference.
~-S. Joshi th~ President of the Samaj then spoke on the contri~ut10n of the Hmdus to the African continent. He referred to the
little known fact, that details of Afr1·ca
exist in Ramayana,
Mahabharat and other Hindu scriptures.
They are referred to by their Sanskrit names, which bear little
resembl_ance to their present day names. As early as 1597 a Lo~::a smlor had sailed along t~e coast of the present day Natal.
. g before 1860, when the first Indian settlers came in 183 I
RaJa R~m Mohan Roy had landed at Cape on his way t~ England
~nd dehvere_d a talk on the Brahmo Samaj. Joshi also elaborated on
_ow the Indian culture had influenced Africa and went on to deal
fmally for the need to re-examine the attitude of Gujeratis to the

situation in South Africa. He made an appeal to re-valuate the social system of the Gujerati's in terms of the needs of the twentieth
century. That, he said, was the purpose of the Conference.

The following day, the afternoon of 21st June and on morning of
22nd June the delegates debated a number of issues relating to the
Gujerati society. Among the resolutions discussed were ones which
sought to eliminate differentiation and discrimination on the basis
of linguistic groups and move towards unity in religious, cultural,
and social affairs. It supported further, the creation of an umbrella body, to achieve this aim.
Taking cognisance of the existence of various racial groups within the country, it passed a resolution accepting the promotion of the
concept of equality of all the racial groups. As regards the misconceptions of Hinduism that existed in minds of the Western
minds, publication and distribution of literature at low cost was to
be undertaken, and a series of talks and discussions embarked on.
As regards the different interpretations and performances of
rites and rituals not only between the linguistic groups but also
within different Gujerati caste the resolutions took note of the
fact that in ancient India there had been unity in these. As a result
of the interaction with other cultures certain abberations had crept
in to disrupt the uniformity. To achieve uniformity in the performance of rites and rituals of the sixteen Hindu Samskaras was to
be an immediate objective. A further resolution related to the question of maintaining and fostering the Indian cultural heritage in
South Africa. Aware of the fact that the interaction between
various cultures that must invariably take place in a plural society,
it was argued that only through the constant use of the Mother
Tongue could the cultural heritage be maintained. To do this the
teaching of the vernaculars were to be encouraged. For the purpose
of achieving this aim of uniformity, The Transvaal Gujerati
Shiksha Sangh had prepared draft syllabus.
A number of resolutions relating to the engagement and marriage were also discussed. Among those of interest were those re-

70
71

lating to remarriage of widows and racially mixed marriages.
The former were approved, bearing in mind the developments
taking place then in India. The latter was rejected as not being conducive to the maintenance of Hindu Culture. Re-marriages of divorcees were approved but polygamous marriages were condemned. Inter-caste marriages were approved. Divorces were permitted.
Of course none of the resolutions had any legal binding force on
any member of any caste, but it had a persuasive force, if the caste
and other organisations approved them

_In the afternoon of 2nd June papers were presented by Dr. Luxm1chand Shah on socio-economic conditions and problems of Hindi
speaking Hindus of Transvaal. M. Naidoo spoke on the "Socio Economic problems of the Tamils". Papers on cultural and religious
problems pertaining to the Gujerati community were read by
M.K. Patel, U.M. Jokhaker and Mrs. Sushila Bhatt. In the evening
the delegates were entertained to variety concert in which
members of the Bharat Yuvak Manda!, Kumarika Mandal, and
Adarsh Yuvak Manda! took part.
On November 6th 1954, after Narsi Parbhoo Kalian had presente~ the plans on behalf of the Crematorium Committee, the
SamaJ resolved to build a sophisticated gas chamber, which would
expedite the cremation process more efficiently. The Crematorium
Committee was entrusted the work of raising the requisite amount
of ~~proximately £15,000. The new gas furnace crematorium was
officrnlly opened by the Mayor of ,Johannesburg, Councillor Max
Goodman in 1957.

On 24th November, 1957 the Samaj said a farewell to P .S. Joshi,
at a function organised at Gandhi Hall. In January 1953 Joshi was
in India, when he was asked to address a meeting of the Indian National Congress in Hyderabad on the South African issue. He did so
and strongly criticised the South African government. The speech
was widely published throughout the world.
When in June 1956 he made an application for a passport to
visit India again, it was refused.

In 1957 he was told that he would be given one when he retired.
Immediately he retired from his post with the Transvaal Education Department, and applied for a passport. He was, however
given an exit permit on condition that he did not return to South
Africa. Pragjee K. Desai, Z.V. Parekh, N.M. Mistry, Bhikabhai
Master, Nana Sita, Dr. Shah, K.J. Tavaria paid tributes to him.
On 9th December 1957 he sailed for India, thus ending an association with South Africa that began in 1920.
Born in Jetpur and educated at the King Alfreds High School in
Rajkot and Baudeen College in Junagadh, he made his first public
speech on 1st August 1920 at a meeting in Johannesburg convened
to pay tribute to Bal Gangadhar Tilak. He had served Samaj as
President from 194 7 to 1950 and from 1954 till his departure for
India. Z.V. Parekh his close friend and co-secretary, who had been
the President from 1950 to 1954 succeeded him.
On 26th February 1958 the Samaj held a memorial service for
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, the Indian Minister of Education.

Once again the public that had been asked to subscribe to the
fund, established for this purpose, responded marvellously.

Umiashanker Jokhaker gave a short sketch of Azad's contribution to the Indian Independence struggle. The President of the
Samaj Z.V. Parekh, M.K. Patel, and others paid glowing tributes
to him.

The Samaj created atremendous interest and enthusiasm in the
Gujerati community. However another sad function awaited it in a
few month's time.

The Samaj became 25 years old on the 28rd March on 1957. The
Silver Jubilee celebrations took place only on the 13th and 14th
September 1958. In midst of the Samajic Parishad and Joshi's sudden
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departure, Samaj had delayed the celebrations.
The festivities to which the M
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B.U. Master, Ranchod Nagar then addressed the gathering.
The following morning under the chairmanship of B.U. Master
a symposium on religion took place in which Umiashanker
Jokhaker and Chotubhai N. Mehta took part.

In the afternoon after the various officials had given a short review of the activities of Samaj's various sub-committees, Nathoobhai Mistry spoke on the Hindu culture, Manibhai K. Patel on the
teaching of the Mother tongue and Mrs. Sushila Bhatt on the
"Education of Indian Women" Laloobhai Modi and Narsi Parbhoo
Kalian also spoke.
In the evening a variety programme took place in which the
Roodepoort Hindu Seva Samaj, Kumarika Manda!, Bharatiya
Mahila Manda! and Adarsh Yuvak Mandal took part.
As the first twenty five years came to end, some of the founders of the Samaj were still active. Vallabhbhai B. Patel, was still
there, having been appointed onto the Board of Trustees in 1945.
The constitution then provided that they were appointed for life,
"at the pleasure of the General Committee". He continued to be a
trustee till his death in 1967.
Z.V. Parekh, who by 1958 had been elected a President again,
his third term, had also been appointed a trustee. Among the long
serving members were the following.
Purshottam Brijla, who was born in Bodah, in Surat in 1904,
served the Samaj faithfully from its inception to its Silver Jubilee
as an Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President and as a Trustee. He also served as the President of the Katha Veebhag Relief
Fund Committee and of the Koli Hitvardhak Manda!.
Jamnadas Ambaram, another founder member of the Samaj had
a distinction of serving it for about 32 years. A former secretary
of the Transvaal Khatri Manda!, he also belonged to the Transvaal
Indian Congress.
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D.U. Mistry, became a member of the General Committee of the
Samaj in 1934. This talented man who became the President of
Samaj in 1961, was born in Munsad in 1905. He was educated at
Baroda College, Bombay University, and later joined the Middle
Temple, being called to the Bar in 1932. He returned to South Africa, practising as an attorney. He also served as a secretary of the
Transvaal Indian Congress.
Laloobhai P. Modi, born in Sisodra in the district of Surat in
1906 was another founder member of the Samaj. He together with
Jasmat Nana has served in virtually every post available in the
Samaj. Before coming to Johannesburg, he had lived in Pietersburg, Pretoria and Nigel, where he was, inter-alia, the Secretary
of the Pretoria City Indian Defence, and the Chairman of Nigel Indian
Advisory Council and Nigel Indian Hospital ward. ,Jasmat Nana,
born in Karadi in 1907, came to South Africa in 1918 and worked
as a bookkeeper in Pretoria and Johannesburg. In 1927 he joined
the Sindhi Silk House as a partner before joining Japan Bazaars.
He was a secretary of the Hindu Crematorium Committee, the
Transvaal Koli Hitvardhak Mandal in 1930. Later he served as a
chairman and a trustee of the latter organisation. A keen sportsman, he also served the Witwatersrand Cricket Union of which he
was a founder member, and on the executive of the Transvaal Indian Congress. He was in India in 1930 - 1931 where he took part
in the civil disobediance movement, serving a total of 7½ month's
imprisonment.
Kanjee Bhana of Kachiawad, Surat, had been the treasurer and
secretary of the Transvaal United Patidar Society and the
Kachiawad Yuvak Manda!. A dedicated worker he was for many
years one of Samaj 's vice-presidents.
Ravjibhai Tribhovandas Patel, a man of great dignity and charm
was a prominent business man, who joined the Samaj in 19:n. He
served as Treasurer and Vice-President and was elected a Trustee
in 1950, a post he had till his death in 1976.

He came to South Africa in 1905. He was one of the founders of the
Surat Hindu Association and the Transvaal United Patidar Society. He also served on the Hindu Crematorium Committee and
the Umrath Sudharak Samaj.
Narsi Parbhoo Kalian who joined the Samaj in 1934 was for
many years its Secretary and later a Vice-President and Trustee.
As the Chairman of the Crematorium Committee, he played a leading role in the installation of the gas-operated furnace in 1957. An
unassuming man, he wished more often to remain in the background. Born in India, he was also the Chairman of the Transvaal
Darjee Mandal. His brother Ranchod Kalian, who also served on
the Samaj was a founder member and secretary of Bharat Tarun
Sangh, which published the "Prakash".
Soma Vallabh, who also belonged to the Transvaal Koli Hitvardhak Mandal, had in 1929 taken an active role in th1i passive
disobediance movement led by Gandhi, acting as the treasurer of
the fund to aid the movement in ,Jalalpor.
Kikubhai L. Desai, who later became the Principal of the Ferreirastown Indian Government School, and Laloobhai G. Desai, a
well known book-keeper by profession. both members of the Anavil
castes, were for many years responsible for the Samaj accounts.
Laloobhai was one of the founder Vice-Presidents.
In any organisation, the success or failure in implementing any
project rests to a large extent on the secretaries.
During the first twenty-five years of its existence the Samaj was
served bv dedicated secretaries; who placed high value on service
and who. devoted not only a lot of time hut who also made much
material sacrifice. B.U. Master, the first Sarnaj Secretary, had
Kikubhai Desai as his joint secretary. Z.V. Parekh, Bhikha Karsenjee Patel, P.S. ,Joshi, D.U. Mistry, Dalubhai Hansjee, ,Jagjivan
Gokal. N.M. Mistry, Daya Bhagwan, Magan Parbhoo, Govind
Nagarjee, Harishchandra Arya all served in this capacity.

Bhikha Kasanjee, was born in Umrath in the Navsari district.

76

77
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Second Quarter.
Triumphs & Failures
Even before the 1960's the Samaj showed signs of lethargy.
There was a lack of enthusiasm in holding and attending meetings.
As an example we will cite one instance. After a general Committee meeting in August 1958, it met again on 31st January 1959,
a time lapse of five months. There were no futher meetings either
of the Executive or the General Committee until 30th April 1960.
It is true that the Samaj had spent a lot of time and energy in calling the Social Conference and celebrating its silver jubilee in 1958,
but it is inconceivable that there was not anything that deserved
attention. If there were no urgent or other matter requiring attention, the Samaj should still have been reviewing the progress of the
sub-committees.
Long delays in holding Annual General meetings and failure to
have the accounts of various sub-committees completed for presentation of these meetings was another indication of the
lethargy. There is no reason why the accounts of various committees should not be complete on time. It is the right and privilege
of the Annual General meeting to receive them. However as will appear later this was not always so. Such accounts were then presented at subsequent general committee meetings.
Personality clashes were also frequent. Issues which could, and
should have been settled amicably were magnified and dragged on
enternally. A feeling arose that Samaj was still being dominated by
a few individuals. Issues were settled often on personality bases
rather than on merits.
As illustrations the following are sufficient. In July 1958 the
Samaj had through the valiant efforts of Vassanjee Nagar obtained
photos depicting the sixteen Hindu Sanskaras. The question as to
where these should be placed proved vexing to the committee. The
suggestion by Ratilal Ganda seconded by Harish Chandra Arya
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that they be placed in the Crematorium committee was defeated.
It was decided to place them in the Gandhi Hall. Harishchandra
Arya, well versed on the Hindu Sanskaras had correctly argued that
these were totally inappropriate for exhibition in the Hall. However by November 1960 when the matter was raised again in the
General Committee the person who had previously seconded the
motion that they placed in the hall, now seconded the motion of
Harishchandra Arya that it be placed in the Crematorium. Harishchandra's motion was carried this time. However when the General
Committee met three months later ,the paintings had still not been
placed in the Crematorium.
As the petty politics in Samaj continued, a number of individuals
became disenchanted and very many with long services left. Some
others who in their better days had served the Samaj not only with
dedication and enthusiasm, but donated with open hands were
slighted, sometimes openly at times subtly and dropped fr;m the
committee.
The publication of the Silver Jubilee brochure was another illustration of the lethargy in Samaj. It had been agreed in principle
at the time of the Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1958 that publication of a brochure would be appropriate. There was however a difference in opinion whether it should be published before the celebrations and thus making it available at the time of the celebration
or whether it should be published after, thus including in it a report
of the celebrations. After a lengthy discussion running over a numb~r of meetings, it was agreed that a proper history would be published after the celebration but a programme costing 1/. would be
published for the celebration.
By 30th April 1960, some eighteen months after the event the
General Committee was told that the material for the brochure was
~o'.11plet~, but due to the high costs it would be preferable to print
it m India. A committee however was to be appointed to vet and
censor the material before it was printed. In July 1960 the Samaj
even met to have a group photo taken for inclusion in it. The material was taken by Z .V. Parekh who was going to India, for printing.

By December 1960 the brochure had still not been printed and
Parekh was asked to send the material home. The need ~o vet and
censor the material for the borchure was completely mcompr~hensible. The Samaj should have faith in its officials ~o- whom it
delegates work. Once work is entrusted to competent officials t~ere
should be little interference. However at times completely mefficient officials, totally incompetent in terms of experience, ~r academic qualification were appointed simply as a result of their age,
or long links with Samaj.
There arose in 1961 a feeling that a period of one year between
the Annual General meetings left very little time for various su_bcommittees to function effectively and that the period should be mcreased to three years. At a special General meeting o~ 25th ~ay
1961, convened to pass the account of the school Committee which
had not been completed and presented at the Annual G~neral
meeting on 15th ,January 1961, the agenda included a motion to
effect this amendment. A number of members of the General Co1:1mittee raised objections that the amendment had not been discussed by the General Committee and had been placed on agenda
without knowledge and approval of a large number of members.
The move was defeated.It is submitted that there may have been
substance in the proposals and the argument advanced, t~at the
period of one year between elections does not give the var10us officials and sub-committees sufficient time to settle down and get
to work, is a valid one even today.
One encouraging feature during this period was the election to
the General Committee of female members. For the first twentyfive years the Samaj had been dominated and run by males. In
1958, some months after the successful Social Conference'. where
the rights of Indian women had received so much pro~mence'.
Maniben Bhoola Patel,Jasuben Chita Patel and Damyanti Solanki
were elected to the Committee. Damyanti Solanki resigned almost
immediately. In 1961 Bhanuben Chotubhai Desai and Leelaben
· · · ned them. However by 1963 the position reverted to the
G · f
D esai J0 1
old order. However this had not been the first time that uJera i
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women had come into public life. Perhaps one of the earliest contributions came from Rambhabai Sodha, wife of Ratanshi Mulji
Sodha; she was the first Gujerati woman to be arrested in the 1909
Passive Resistance struggle. In her hand at the time was her baby
Luxmi. Her husband, Ratanshi Mulji Sodha, who had been a
founder of the Sat Sadak Samaj, was an associate of Gandhi and
the founder of Gujerati Samachar.
By 1959 the Gandhi Bharat Vidhyalaya conducted vernacular
and religious schools under its name at three places in Johannesburg, namely,
a) Fox Street, Ferreirastown,
b) Fordsburg Junior Primary School, Fordsburg
c) Gold Street, Indian Government School, City & Suburban.
The roll which in 1959 had risen to 1041 fell however during
1960, 1961 and 1962, there being 954,882, and 883 pupils respectively. The Samaj used 13 classrooms at the Fordsburg Junior
School in 1958. In January 1959 this was reduced by three. In January 1960 seven more classes were also taken away. However
through the co-operation of its Principal Mr. J .J. Smith, Samaj
acquired seven classes at the Johannesburg Indian High School.
When in August the remaining three classes at Fords burg School
were taken away, Mr. Smith granted permission for the use of three
more classes. By 1962 there were 23 teachers. However only four of
these were qualified teachers. Of the qualified staff two had matric
and senior teaching certificates, and two had Junior certificates
and two years teachers training. There were nineteen unqualified
teachers, teaching classes averaging 35 pupils.
The school had been registered under the Witwatersrand Central School Board, Johannesburg, by the Transvaal Education Department in Pretoria since 1936, but on 2nd February 1962 the
Department cancelled the registration. The reason for it was contained in its letter dated 15th August, 1961 which read, inter-alia."From a report of inspection and also according to a recent
letter from the Principal, it appears that the above school is
is conducted in a manner contrary to the provisions of the Education Ordinance 1953.
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The majority of the teachers, who are employed have not been
registered as qualified teachers in terms of Section 105 (3)
(1) of the Education Ordinances, nor have their appointments
been approved by the Director."
In terms of Section 107 (1) of the Education Ordinance I therefore have to request you to comply by 31st December 1961,
with all the requirements of Chapter VI of the Education Ordinance 1953. Should you, however fail to do so, the registration of the school will be cancelled in terms of Section 107 (2)
of the Education Ordinance 1953, with effect from 1st January
1962.' Manibhai Patel was overseas at the time.
What effort the School Committee made to rectify the matter is
not clear. The minutes of the school committee do not reflect if
the contents of the letter were placed before and discussed at the
School Committee meetings. In any event the Director of Education wrote again on 2nd February 1962 cancelling the registration.
In view of the government restrictions on the importation of
teachers from India, the hands of the School Committee were tied.
There was little they could have done to rectify the short comings
objected to by the Education Department. The matter was
aggravated by the ban on importation of Indian brides introduced
in 1953. Previously these young ladies, who had received education in India had helped to ease the problem.
"The Star" of 25th September 1961 published a report under
the heading "Door is open for Indians" which quoted M.V. Holland MP, a Coloured representative for Outineque, that the Minister for Indian Affairs Mr. W .A. Maree had informed him that his
department accepted in principle that teachers and religious instructors to teach language, religion and customs would be allowed
to come from India to South Africa under a contract for a specified
time.
Acting on this report, the School Committee submitted a comprehensive memorandum to the Secretary to the Minister for Indian Affairs, in July 1962.
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It stated that the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj "is a body representing the Hindus of the Transvaal established to promote
the social, cultural and religious aspects of our society". It requested the Minister to grant permission to call qualified teachers
from India, who would not only improve the standard of Gujerati
education but also assist in training local student teachers.
A deputation from the Samaj, consisting of the Chairman of the
School Committee L.P .Modi, Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Na gar, M .K.
Patel and Magan Bhagoo met Mr. Van der Merwe from the offices
of the Secretary to the Minister for Indian Affairs in Pretoria, on
14th September 1962. This meeting which had been arranged
through Mr. ,Joubert, the Immigration Officer in Charge, of the
Indian affairs in Johannesburg, was highly fruitful.
On 5th January 1963 the Secretary for Indian Affairs replied,
granting approval "for your organisation to introduce six religious
teachers" for a period not exceeding 5 years subject to the following conditions.a) The persons selected had to be citizens of India with an unassailable right to return to their country of origin on expiry
of their term of duty in South Africa.
b) They were to be appointed on a contract basis and would
under no circumstances he allowed to remain in the Republic on completion of the contract.
c) They would not be permitted to be accompanied by, or introduce their families into the Republic.
The approval was granted on the understanding that the
religious teachers would be employed "primarily in the establishment of a training college for priests and teachers". The Department also asked the Samaj what steps it had taken towards providing the necessary facilities for the proposed college.
By ,July 1963, the Samaj had already placed advertisements in
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Indian newspapers calling for applications, and received nearly 50
lications from some of the most highly qualified teachers. In
ie~tember 1963, it submitted a list of 6 applicants which ha~ been
roved by the School Committee, to the Department for its apap P
d
.
h
proval. All of them were double-graduates with a egree m teac ing. Two had an Honours degree in Arts, one a Masters, one had a
Science degree and another a degree in Music. All of them had
fairly extensive teaching experience at both graduate and undergraduate levels.
The Samaj also wrote to the Department that it had made provisions for the college at their premises at 50 Fox Street.
In November 1963 the Department asked the Samaj to send a
deputation of mem hers of the governing body of the school to meet
its officials for further discussions. What transpired is not clear.
But in January 1964 the Secretary for the Indian Affairs wrote that
he was not prepared to consider the admission of individual
teachers until such time as the Samaj furnished full details of the
steps that had been taken to establish a training college.
In April 1964 the Samaj again replied that it planned to conduct
the proposed Training College at the Gandhi Bharat Vidhyalaya at
50 Fox Street. The training classes would be conducted in the mornings and the vernacular classes run by the Samaj in the afternoon.
The Samaj felt that this would enable the trainee teachers an opportunity of receiving practical training.
In the meantime the National Indian Council which was scheduled to meet on the 25th .June had been asked by the Department
of Indian Affairs for its views. A report in the "Graphic" on the matter stated that the Department had pointed out that they would
sponsor applications to the appropriate authority on the
understanding that the persons introduced were to be employed
primarily in the establishment of a Training College for teachers
and priests. The National Indian Council was asked for its ~ie_ws
and recommendations as to the feasibility of making surh trammg
available on a national basis. It appeared that the Department was
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reluctant to allow or consider an application from individual organisations representing different provinces or portions of provinces.
The Indian National Council in June 1964 decided that the priests
and teachers should be trained on a national basis and the possibility of instituting such a course by the, then University College for
Indians was to be investigated.
What made the Department adopt this attitude, was conveyed in
a letter from it dated 26th April 1966, which read inter-alia:"In November 1963, when Mr. Rilley of the Secretary's office was interviewed by your committee members, it came to
light that you had no intention of starting a proper training
college.

It was then revealed that the services of the six priests/teachers would be used mainly in the three Hindu schools which
fell under your supervision and that they would instruct local
trainees during the morning sessions."
The Samaj continued to be plagued by financial problems. Fees
were still not always paid on time, thus causing the teachers' salaries to be paid irregularly. This placed a great burden on the teachers, who were already making a tremendous sacrifice. When recovery of fees became even more difficult due to complete indifference of the parents, it was decided to take legal action against
the defaulters. Harsh as it may seem, the Samaj had no alternative. It also decided in 1962 to raise its fees, which had not been
raised for close onto a decade by 25c from R 1,25 to R 1,50.
The bus used to transport the children to the school was also
proving unprofitable. Only 64 pupils or 14% ofall the pupils made
use of it, resulting in an annual loss on the service of about R 1 200.
It was consequently decided to sell the bus. There was little significant hardship to the pupils as a result of this. The three schools
run by the Samaj were within easy reach of most of the Indian residential areas. In most cases they were within walking distance. The
difficulty lay in the fact that not all schools had facilities up to
Std. 7. To attract more pupils it decided in 1962 to admit children
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who had completed 4 years to the morning sessions.

In February 1962 the Samaj started an English section. In 1954
due to overcrowding at the Johannesburg Indian High School in
Fords burg, the Transvaal Education Department started a second
High school in Booysens. Children from suburbs other than the
Fordsburg-Vrededorp complex were transfered to it. At the end of
the year however the Department closed the school and transferred
all the children to a new school in Lenasia. While some parents all wed their children to travel to this new school, most refused. The
;ransvaal Indian Congress was largely instrumental in the establishment of the Central Indian High School, a private school pr_o' ding tuition up to matric. Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia was the Chairvi
d
.
t l .
man of the governing body. This school playe a pro~men _ro e m
the education of the Johannesburg's Indian commumty during the
later part of 1950's. However it was plagued with financial problems which was aggravated by a fall in its roll as more and more
Indians moved to Lenasia and sent their children to school there.
In 1962 the Department ordered the closure of the St~. 6 classes at
the Johannesburg Indian High School. This res;.;lted m the secondary education of the Indian children, especially of the girls, being
placed in great peril.
To meet the situation that arose, the Samaj started an English
section. It was hoped that this would enable it to raise sufficient
funds to balance its deficit budget in running the vernacular classes. When the classes opened on 1st February 1962, there were 17
pupils. Jethalal N. Bhoolia, a son of the former President of~ransvaal Indian Congress and Passive Resistance leader Nana Sita assisted part-time. He was then a teacher at the Central Indian
High School. Later Miss Kreizchmar was appointed on a permanent basis.
In later years successive classes were started. By 196~ ~here
were 111 pupils and four teachers. In January 1964 the adm1mstration of the English section was separated from the vernacular
school. A separate committee was established for it and was
named Bharat Vidyalaya. The vernacular retained its name of
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Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya. The pupils were prepared for examinations conducted by the Department of Education, Art and Science.
Amrit Parbhoo was appointed its principal.
In the meantime the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya continued to experience acute shortage of qualified staff. In January 1962
Umiashanker Jokhakar one of its Vice-Principals resigned. The
staff turn-over was great. Personality clashes, were the order of
the day.

In July 1962, the School Committee acting on the recommendation ·of its Inspector of Education Manibhai K. Patel, demoted
Mohanlal Vanand the Principal and appointed Dayalbhai D. Patel
in his post. Mohanlal Vanand promptly resigned from the staff of
the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya. When the School Committee met to
consider the matter, it was decided to raise the number of viceprincipals to three. Kantilal Mehta who had been appointed a viceprincipal earlier was joined by Karsandas Prajapati and Sushilaben Bhatt.
The School Committee in the meanwhile continued to be served
by a number of prominent members. Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia
served as its Chairman from 1958 to 1960. L.P. Modi who succeeded him was in turn succeeded by Z.V. Parekh in 1963. Chotu
Chiba, Ratilal Ganda and Magan Valla acted successively as its
secretary. Jasmat Nana and Ranchod Nagar also continued to play
leading roles on it. However in 1963, after 17 years service on it,
Chotu Chiba retired from this Committee. The following year he
also ceased to be a member of the Samaj. He had first become its
member in 1938 when he was elected an assistant secretary. From
then up to his retirement he had served the General Committee also as an Auditor and Treasurer.
The gradual shift of the Indian population from the centre and
suburbs of ,Johannesburg to Lenasia had in the meanwhile already
started and by 1963 there were already sufficient Gujerati-speaking children to consider the feasibility of opening a Gujerati school
in Lenasia. In August 1963 Prema Lala raised the issue at the Ge-
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neral Committee meeting. The Samaj's attitude was however that
if the people of Lenasia made a request in writing, to it, it would
consider the matter. Why a formal written request had to be submitted to it, is not clear from the minutes. In view of the Samaj's
claim to represent the Hindus of Transvaal, one would have expected it to take a lead in the matter. In any event a formal request
was made by Lenasians to the General Committee in July 1964. It
was however decided that before the Samaj would open a school, it
required details of the number of pupils, the fees that would be
forthcoming and whether suitable premises were available. A committee consisting of Z.V. Parekh, Magan Bhangoo, Gopal Daya,
Jasmat Nana and Ranchod Nagar was established, with instructions to convene a meeting of interested parents in Lenasia. In
August 1964, the committee visited Lenasia and it was decided to
start a school there. It was decided to establish a committee of local inhabitants to conduct the affairs of this school and that it submit accounts and report to the Annual General Meeting. However
nothing came of this. The Samaj and the local community in Lenasia were both to be blamed for this. Personal differences crept into
the matter. Eventually however, due to the gallant efforts of people
like Chima Sookha, Vallabh Luxman and others, a school was started, known as the Lenasia Gujerati School. It is not known how the
officials were elected and to whom it was responsible.
By September 1967 the roll at Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya was
already showing a sharp decline. There were 189 and 89 pupils at
the Fords burg and Gold Street branches respectively, while at
Gandhi Hall it had dwindled to 158. The Samaj now had 17
teachers. The monthly income from the fees was about R632, while
expenditure, including teachers salaries amounted to about R860.

In February 1962 the Samaj received a letter from the Director
of Hospital Services, that in view of the fact that more clinical facilities were required by the University of Witwatersrand, it had
become necessary to increase the beddage and theatre accommodation at the Johannesburg Non European Hospital. In order to accomplish this, it had become necessary to utilise the wards then
occupied by the Samaj. The Hospital was to become purely "Ban-
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tu" and accommodation for Indians and Coloureds was to be made
available at the Coronation Hospital.
Both the Hindu Ward build by the Samaj and the Muslim Ward
were affected. In the absence of any private nursing homes, these
wards were the only places where private doctors could give the necessary treatment to the Indian patients. The Hindu Ward consisted of six beds and would have made very little or no difference if it
had been allowed to continue. After a long delay however, the
authorities decided that from 31st January 1964, no patient would
be admitted to this private ward. They would be admitted to the
General Ward if beds were available. No special food facilities
would be made available at this Hospital. The decision was taken
without any consultation with the Community. Urgent representation were made to the authorities. Members of the Samaj and the
Transvaal Indian Medical Services Association met Dr. R.E.
Bauling, and although extension was granted to the end of April
1964, the authorities refused to reverse their decision.
Coronation Hospital made no provision for treatment of private
patients. It was in no ways a substitute for what the Indians lost.
The Samaj and the Muslim community had contributed towards the
costs of these wards. They were at least entitled to receive similar facilities at Coronation Hospital.
The weekly prayer meetings started by the Samaj under the
Bharat Sanskar Committee continued to make progress. On Hindu
holidays and festivals it was responsible for making the required
arrangements. B.U. Master, Mitha Sookha, Ishwarlal Maharaj,
Vanmali Prema, Damodar Dhanjee, ,Jasuben Chita Patel, Daya
Hari, Narsi Bhana, Govind Prema, M.K. Patel, N.M. Mistry. Ooka
Nathoo, Mohan Narsi among others served well during the period
up to the end of 1970.
The Indian Independence and Republic Day, the Gandhi Birthday and Death Anniversary, the Krishna ,Jayanti, Ramnavmi, Diwali and New Year were all celebrated with the old enthusiasm.
As in the past resolutions were passed on lndependance and Re-

public days. Representative of the type of resolutions passed, is
the following, dated 26th ,January 1959:
"The mass meeting of Indians held under the auspices of the
Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj on 26th January 1959 at Gandhi
Hall, ,Johannesburg, to celebrate the anniversary of India's
Republic Day recalls with pride, the heroic sacrifices made by
the Indian Nation during the various stages of the struggle for
emancipation and pays grateful tribute and respectful homage
to the architects of India, Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel,
Maulana Azad, and other soldiers of freedom who cheerfully
offered their lives on the altar of freedom. The meeting
records with profound gratitude the great services rendered to
Free India by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Shri Rajgopalachari, Govind Vallabh Pant, and other leaders
who have been trying to lay a solid foundation for India's security and peaceful social progress and economic prosperity
and for contribution to world peace on the principles formulated by the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. This meeting fervently prays that their efforts in this direction be
crowned with success."
At these functions the Bharat Yuvak Manda!, the Adarsh Yuvak
Manda!, the Kumarika Manda!, and pupils from the Gandhi Bharat
Vidyalaya took active part. Later the Ramakrishna Youth League
of Johannesburg and the Di! Bahar Manda! also participated.
Jshwarlal Maharaj, Damodar Dhanjee, Indiraben Mistry,
Vasantiben and others regularly provided bhajans and kirtans at
the religious festivals, while a variety of speakers, including D.U.
Mistry, B.U. Master, Jasmat Nana, M.K. Patel, U.M. Jokhaker
gave relevant discourses. The Samaj also continued to ~ost lectures on a wide range of topics. As the second twenty five years
began it arranged inter-alia the following:On 5th ,January 1959 the Samaj was a host to a reception for
the members of the Hindi Siksha Sangh from Durban. A few days
later Swami Brahmananda, a white from Menlo Park, Pretoria, who
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had taken Sanyas gave a discourse on "Synthesis of Yoga". Slides
on the Gita and the Sivananda Ashram in Rishikesh were shown.
He also gave a demonstration of Yoga Asanas.
Later, in August, on the Krishna Jayanti day, he delivered
another discourse entitled "Krishna, the Supreme Lord". At this
function the members of the Adarsh Yuvak Manda! rocked the
cradle "Parnu" of Krishna. This was a service that the
Mandal had been rendering for close on a decade.
The Buddhist preachers Bhikshu Chimanlal and Kikubhai Gulabbhai Naik came in March 1960. Bhikshu Chimanlal delivered a
discourse on the "Buddhism and Buddha", and Naik on "Indian
Culture". They also exhibited a collection of photographs and
other material, in Gandhi Hall, much to the fascination of all concerned.
In September 1960 Shakuntala Devi, the fantastic rapid mental
calculating wizard from India exhibited her talents to a spell bound
audience. In July 1961 Swami Vanketesanand of the Divine Life
Society visited South Africa. He gave a discourse at Gandhi Hall
on Hinduism.
An eminent Hindu lecturer from Kampala, East Africa, Sastri
Amritlal Luxmishanker Pandit was a guest at the reception on 18th
October 1962, when he delivered a talk on "Gita and Philosophy".
He also lectured under the auspices of the Bhagini Samaj at Patidar Hall on "Women and Society". Prof. Subramanium delivered
a discourse on 19th March 1964.

On 7th October, Dr. Bhasker B. Desai addressed a gathering at
Gandhi Hall on "Hindu Religion and Modern Science". A lecturer
at the Maharaj a Sayajirao University, Baroda, he also delivered a
lecture under the auspices of Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa
at the Gandhi Hall on "Hinduism through the ages." The talks were
highly acclaimed.
The Samaj continued to follow the events in India with great
interest. The library imported a variety of newspapers and magazines. The reading rooms were well patronised. The Library Committee responsible for its administration and upkeep, was however plagued by a lack of funds.
In 1962 the lndo-China war broke out, shattering the "Hindi Chini 'bhai bhai' idea.
The Hindu Community of the Transvaal responded to India's need
for moral and material support by starting a special fund. This was
an all Hindu affair and the Samaj participated in it together with
other organisations and individuals raising close to R200,000.
The Samaj called on the Hindus in Johannesburg not to celebrate Diwali in October 1962, in view of the war. Instead a day of
prayer was proclaimed. The President, D.U. Mistry called on the
Hindus in South Africa to make the necessary sacrifice, if needed,
to halt the Chinese aggression.
The Samaj also convened memorial meetings to pay tribute to
various Indian leaders during the period under review.

During July 1969, Swami Nisreyasanda of the Ramakrishna
Math and Mission Calcutta, then stationed in Rhodesia arrived in
Transvaal on a lecture tour under the auspices of the Gandhi Tagore Lectureship Trust. He gave a number of lectures at Gandhi
Hall under the auspices of the Ramakrishna Youth League (,Johannesburg), the Ramakrishna Centre and the Transvaal Hindu Seva
Samaj. He also lectured at the Patidar Hall, and in Lenasia and
Bosmont.

On 1st March 1963 India lost its President Dr. Rajendra Prasad.
At the memorial meeting D.U. Mistry paid glowing tribute to the
first President of Free India. He symbolised the trials and tribulations of the Indian people in their long struggle for independence.
He combined in himself a rare humility born of great strength and
extra-ordinary sharpness of mind and intellect with a quiet dignity
and lofty idealism.
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On 27th February 1964 the Samaj paid tribute to the Prime Minister of India since its independence Pandit J awaharlal Nehru. On
26th May he had worked on his files as usual till 1 lp.m. before going to bed. The next morning he woke up at 4 a.m. with a feeling of
nausea. By 6 a.m. the pain in his back had become worse. The end
came at 1.55 p.m. The nation was plunged into darkness. At 2.20
p.m. a hushed Lok Sabha heard Subrananium, the Minister for
Steel and Mines announce "I have very grave news to announce
to this House and the country. The Prime Minister is no more. The
light is out." The news spread like wild fire right around the world.
It stunned the local population which had hero worshipped him
since his young days. It immediately closed its shops. The President of the Samaj Z.V. Parekh paid tribute to Nehru and, Damodar Dhanjee and Indiraben sang appropriate bhajans at the memorial meeting.
On 11th ,January 1966 the world was shocked to hear the news of
the death of Lal Bahadur Sastri, who had succeeded Nehru as the
Prime Minister of free India. The Samaj called a meeting to pay
tribute to this man who at the height of his achievement gave his
life, while on a peace making mission to Tashkent. The following
day the Hindu public was called to close their businesses while
the funeral took place in India and another prayer meeting to
coincide with it was called.
The Samaj also took the lead in establishing special funds to
aid the poor and destitute whenever the need arose. Thus, in 19/'i9
one of the worst floods in its history swept through Gujerat and the
Samaj responded by collecting funds from the Hindu Community
in Transvaal.
During the latter half of the 1960's the Bharat Sanskar Samitee
continued to arrange programmes during festive seasons.
Typical of its activities was its programe in 1966 when it arranged a week long programme during the Hindu holy month of
"Shravan". This included talks, on Ram Tirtha, Narsinha Mehta,
and Sudama. In October it organised Garba over the Navratri pe-
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riod. It, in fact, took over organising all the religious programmes of
the Samaj such as the celebraton of the Ram Navmi and Krishna
Jayanti. During the 1960's the Sanskar Committee played a remarkable role in propagating Hinduism in Johannesburg.

During early 1967 Prof. K.R. Sastri, a Professor of law and an
internationally renowned legal philosopher was brought to South
Africa by the Gandhi-Tagore Lectureship Fund. His tour in Transvaal was organised jointly by the Samaj and the Transvaal Tamil
Association. He delivered lectures in Benoni, Pretoria, Laudium
and Lenasia. His two lectures at Gandhi Hall were entitled "Mahatma
Gandhi's life and Religion" and "Aurbindo and Integral Yoga".
Dr. Sen the world renowned cardiologist, on visit to South Africa to deliver a paper on cardiology ata Medical Conference in Cape
Town was given a reception on 17th July 1967.
On 20th August 1968 the Samaj was graced by the visit from
Swami Chidananda, the head of the Divine Life Society in
Rishikesh. Swami Chidananda gave a talk on Hinduism.
On 6th September, 1968 Dr. Muscati, a world renowned
Opthalmic Surgeon and his wife were given reception. Among
those present and who paid tribute to him were Nana Sita, Dr. R.
Hansjee, Ismail Mayet (who was a member of the South African Indian Council) and Jasmat Nana.
Dr. Vallabhbhai Patel, a former Vice-President of the Samaj, who
had settled in India since the late 1940's, came to South Africa
once again in April 1969, on a visit sponsored by the UNESCO to
publicise the Gandhi Centenary. The Samaj gave a reception in his
honour at Gandhi Hall.
On 7th May 1969 the Samaj convened a memorial meeting to pay
tribute to Dr. Zakir Hussain the President of India. Zakir Hussain who had succeeded Dr. Radhakrishnan as the President was
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the first Muslim in India to hold this post. The co-ordinating Council of Muslim Associations, Central Islamic Trust, the Aligath Old
Boys Association and the Transvaal Tamil Benefit Society joined
the Samaj on this solemn occasion. The Samaj closed its vernacular and English school as a mark of respect.
On 22nd September 1969 Prof. Satya Prakash delivered a discourse at Gandhi Hall. Dr. Satya Prakash a retired head of the Department of Chemistry at the University of Allahabad talked on
"The teachings of Gandhi".

r

During 1970 the Sanskar Samitee was instrumental in bringing
to South Africa a disciple of Pun it Maharaj, Shri Ram Bhakta. The
Samaj gave him a formal reception, after which he was Guest of Honour at the annual concert of the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya at
Gandhi Hall on 11th April.

i

He also delivered a series of lectures in Lenasia at the incomplete Tahiti Theatre under the auspices of the Samaj. On 19th
April he held an open air whole day satsang at the Lenasia Farm
belonging to L.C. Patel.

I

In the meantime the ominous clouds of the Group Areas Act were
gathering fast. Its impending implementation in Johannesburg had
already created uncertainty in the 1950's. In 1962 the area in which
Gandhi Hall was situated was declared a white area in terms of
the Group Areas Act.
The original Group Areas Act No. 41 of 1950 had imposed restrictions on ownership or occupation of land by members of certain race groups. This act provided for the establishment of group
areas in which members of different groups could occupy or own
land. For the purposes of the Act, groups were classified as a white
group, a black group, a coloured group, and any group of persons
declared to be a group by the State President. The 1950 Act was repealed by Group Areas Act No. 36 of 1966.
The implications of the Act as it then stood were briefly as follows. The Samaj was an unincorporated Association of persons. In

f

t

the event of a Group Areas for ownership by members of the white
group being proclaimed in the area in which the Hall was situated,
·t could continue to own the property for ten years, as would be the
~ase of a company. The Group Areas Act (41 of 1950) defined the
term company as "including any association of persons, whet~er
incorporated or unincorporated and it was thus clear that SamaJ as
an unincorporated persons was a company insofar as the Group
Areas Act was concerned.
One of the vital issues facing the Samaj was whether to sell the
hall immediately or wait until a Group Area was proclaimed. It
was clear that the area would be declared an area for ownership of
members of the white Group. When that happened the Indian
owners could keep their properties for life and the Indian Companies for ten years. In view of the belief that ~he pr~clamation
of the Group Areas was imminent, the SamaJ considered the
options open to it.
The possibility that the proclamation would lead t~ a_ rush to
sell, in what would definitely be a buyers market, mv1ted the
solution that it was better to get in first and sell the property before the proclamation. This would have also saved the Samaj from
having to contribute a portion of the price realised to the Group
Areas Development Board.
The Samaj considered various methods to face the threat of the
Act.In his Presidential address to a General Meeting in ,January
1959 Z.V. Parekh emphasised the fact that the Samaj still did not
possess a temple. This he said was a major short_-coming in the _religious progress of the community. He also raised the quest10n
whether the Group Areas Board would not more readily exem~t the
property from the application of the Act if it had a tempi~ on it. After a lengthy discussion a resolution was moved by Govmd Nagar
that a classroom on the eastern flank of the ground floor of the
building, be converted into a temple, and that all religious ceremonies hitherto conducted in the Hall be conducted there henceforth. A committee of twelve was elected to raise the funds
required. Plans for the proposed temple were to be commis-
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sioned and when ready would be submitted to the public for approval. The plan to convert one of the classrooms into a temple was
strongly disapproved by the School Committee when it met on 4th
February. It recommended to the General Committee that
one of the dressing rooms on the flank of the stage be converted
for this purpose. The minutes of the General Committee is completely silent on this issue. One can infer that the recommendation
was not even considered by it as it was not placed on the agenda
of any subsequent meeting.
By 1960 the plans had been completed and tenders called for.
The lowest for £980 and the highest for £1,536. The calling of
the tenders before submission of the plans to the public for approval was contrary to the decision taken at the meeting in ,January
1959.
Parekh also recommended in June 1963 that a Syrian Church in
Mint Road which was for sale, be purchased by the Samaj and be
converted for use as a Training College for the teachers. If this was
done the Samaj would have been able to meet the requirements
of the Department for Indian Affairs regarding the granting of
visas to teachers from India.
In January 1967 a committee was established to examine the implications of the Acts. It consisted of Jasmat Nana, L.P. Modi,
N.G. Patel, Magan Bhagoo, Govind Nagar, N. Mistry and R.N.
Bhoolia.
It was clear that Gandhi Hall would have to he sold if the Group
Areas Act was implemented in the spirit in which the government
wished to implement it. But when and how were the major questions. Samaj had until 1972 to sell it, and could thereafter apply for
a special permit.
In 1970, at the General Meeting, the public eventually granted a
mandate to the Board of Trustees to sell the Gandhi Hall.

the Samaj had just raised close to R 100,000 to make Gandhi Hall a
freehold property and needed money urgently to repay these loans
and partly the implications of the Group Areas Act. It is not intended to go into the full workings and implications of the conversion processes, or the Group Areas Act in detail but some background to it is necessary to understand the decision of the Samaj to
sell a building that it had built as a monument to Mahatma Gandhi.
In 19:H the Samaj acquired a leasehold over Stands ::17, 38, and
41 on which the Gandhi Hall complex was built. They were however subject to a number of special conditions. One of it provided
that no stand or portion of it could be transfered, leased, or in any
manner be assigned or disposed of to any coloured persons. It provided further that no coloured person other than the domestic servant of the registered owner or his tenant could be permitted to
reside on it or to occupy it.
The second special condition related to the mineral rights in and
under the stand, which remained vested in the township owner. To
overcome these special conditions and barriers the leasehold was
registered in the name of the Minister of Interior. The reversionary
owners were the Marshall Township Syndicate Ltd.
In terms of the Government Notice No. 753 dated 19th May
1941, the condition relating to coloured persons was removed. As
a result the Samaj was now capable of registering the leasehold in
its own name. This it did on 16th October, 1950. At this stage the
Board of Trustees consisted of Vallabh Bhaga,N.M. Mistry, Z.V.
Parekh, J.V. Gokal, Parshottam Brijla, Vassan Nagar, and Ranchod Kara Patel.
In 1952 the "Conversion of Leasehold to Freehold" Act No. 61 of
1952 was passed. The preamble to the Act laid down its purpose,
which was to empower leaseholders of stands in certain townships
in the Mining Districts of Johannesburg to acquire the ownership
of those stands or lots on payment of prices determined in a prescribed manner.

Among the immediate causes for the decision, lay the fact that
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, These leaseholders held the stands and lots under a longterm
leasehold, and stood to lose on the expiration of their leasehold
title, all rights to those stands or lots and to the buildings and other
fixtures which they or their predeccessors in leasehold title erected
thereon, unless they acquired the ownership of their freehold before the expiration of the lease.
However certain leaseholders were unable to acquire the ownership of their leasehold lots at reasonable purchase price, which in
turn discouraged them from developing these lots, and hampered
the development of the townships in question. To overcome the
difficulties the 1952 Act was passed. The First Schedule to the Act
provided that it applied inter-alia to Marshalltown Township.
The Marshalltown Township which stood on the farm Turffontein was owned by the Marshall Township Syndicate Limited, who
had acquired it in July 1903.
On September 1964 the secretary reported that a deputation
had been to the Marshall Township Syndicate.
Samaj held leasehold over
Stand 37 measuring
Stand 38 measuring
Stand 41 measuring

2,500 sq. feet
2,500 sq. feet
5,000 sq. feet

In March 1965 the Samaj received a letter from the Marshall's
Township Syndicate Limited which advised it that the Municipal
valuation of the Stands then were as follows:Stand 37
Stand 38
Stand 41

R55,000
R45,000
R67,000
R167,000

The conversion price for the Stands was to be 24.2% of the present (then) valuation of the Stands as unimproved stands. As-
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suming that the municipal valuation was the then value of the unimproved stands, the estimated conversion price in 1965 was approximately R40,500. Should the conversion be effected in later
years the conversion price, given as a percentage of the value of
the unimproved stands would be approximately as follows25,842%
35.7%
52.1%
73,1%
96.2%

1966
1970
1975
1980
1985

The procedure for conversion from the leasehold to the freehold
entailed obtaining a sworn valuation of the Stands. Richard R. Currie was entrusted to undertake this.
Consent from the Group Areas Board was also required before
the conversion could take place.
On 3rd December 1967 the General Committee gave full authority to the Board of Trustees to do everything in terms of Article 41
of the constitution. It involved inter-alia authority to:a) purchase for and on behalf of and in the name of the Samaj any
immovable property,whether leasehold or freehold and consisting of land and building.
b) sell, dispose of alienate or otherwise deal with the property
of the Samaj, if so authorised by the decision of the 2/3 members of the Samaj present at the special General meeting of the
Samaj called for that purpose after due advertisement.
It further authorised the Board of Trustees to raise the amount
required to make the property freehold through any appropriate
method and condition as it thought fit, and repay the loan on the
sale of the property. A number of persons had reservations on the
conditions that the loans would be repaid only on the sale of the
property.
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To convert the Gandhi Hall complex from leasehold to freehold
required payment of R98,644 before 31st December 1967. The
amount was based on municipal valuation R350,000. Ifthe Samaj did
not exercise its rights and convert before that date, the cost of
conversion would rise by a further R9,000 after 1st January 1969.
The matter acquired urgency as it was realised how fast the cost of
conversion was rising.
To consider the matter the Board of Trustees, which had been
meeting regularly met again on 8th December 1967 and co-opted
Jasmat Nana, Venilal L. Modi, Govind Nagar, N.G. Patel, Chotu
Govind, Ranchod P. Kalian Ramlal Bhoolia, Ramdev Vallabh,
Kantilal Modi,and Magan Parbhoo on it.
The Samaj's own financial resources were absolutely meagre and totally inadequate to meet the commitments that the conversion
necessitated. The Board of Trustees thus passed a resolution enabling it to raise the requiste amount through loans from the public. These loans were to receive a 7% simple interest. A further
resolution provided that these loans were to be repaid within 2 years.
It further recommended that a General Committee meeting be convened to grant a mandate to the Board of Trustees to sell the
Gandhi Hall complex within 3 months. At a meeting on 9th December 1967 of the specially invited persons a fund to free the Gandhi
Hall from leasehold was launched.
Baloo Vallabh loaned the first amount noted. It was Rl,000. By
today's comparison this may not be that much, but it was a fairly
significant amount then. Relative to what was required, it may have
been small but it was one small step to a big leap. R24,000 was
raised at that meeting. At another meeting of the Trustees the following day a further R21.000 was raised. It was decided to call a
public meeting on 12th December to raise the amount still required.

In the meantime the Board of Trustees met again on the 11th December. It was decided that in view of the fact valuation on which
the conversion cost was based was high the Samaj should consider
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approaching the Registrar of Rand Township with view to him determining the site value of the leasehold in question. To consider
the matter a committee of L.P. Modi, R.N. Bhoolia, N.G. Patel,
and K.L. Modi was created. At this meeting a further R27 ,000 was
either collected or pledged. At a public meeting the next day the
full Rl00,000 target was achieved. After failing to come to agreement on the basic site value with Marshall Township Syndicate on
which the conversion cost was to be based, the Samaj on the advice of an eminent Senior Counsel submitted the matter to the Rand
Township Registrar for determination of the site value as provided in the Act when such a dispute arose. The Stand valuations
received from him were as follows:Stand 37
Stand 38
Stand 41

R24,000
R80,000
Rl60,000
R264,000

The cost of conversion on this was R64,245
On 30th May the leasehold was converted into a freehold. The
remaining money was consequently repaid to the donors on a prorata basis. The Samaj now owned the property on which the Gandhi
Hall stood.
As the decade came to an end, many of the officials who had been
serving at the beginning of it had dropped off. Some continued.
Z.V. Parekh the President in 1958 was succeeded in 1960 by
D.U. Mistry who continued until 1963 when Z.V. Parekh was relected. In 1964 L.P. Modi who had been acting as President in
Parekh's absence was elected President. In 1970 N.M. Mistry succeeded Modi and continued as President until he in turn was succeeded by Jasmat Nana.
Magan Bhagoo continued to serve as a secretary during this
period and did so until 1970. During his carreer he had as his Joint
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Secretaries capable men like Daya Bhagwan (himself a long serving
Secretary) Govind Nagar, Harishchandra Arya, Venilal Modi and
Gopal Daya.
Among those who served as Assistant-Secretaries were Ratilal Ganda who was also an active member of the School Committee and Ravindra Narotam who later became a Joint Secretary and
an active member of the Crematorium Committee.
A bleak future faced the Samaj as it entered the 1970's. The
Gandhi Hall complex had, as yet, not been sold, nor had the loans
received to render it a freehold been repaid. The Gandhi Bharat
Vidyalaya was financially, as usual in doldrums. To aggravate
matters its roll was dropping dramatically. Personality clashes
had created an impression that the Samaj had an imbalance in its
representation from various castes. The failure of the Samaj to take
lead in providing a school and other cultural amenities to the
people of Lenasia had not improved its image. Many of these impressions were based on false assumptions, and prejudices. The Samaj
was never a sectional body. If there was any imbalance in the representations, the community itself was to be blamed for their indifference. However, a number of events were to take place in the early
1970's that were to harm the Samaj's image.
In each case it involved a belief that the status of the Samaj as a
premier body of the Hindus was in doubt; that a rival body was
being created to challenge the status of the Samaj.
To appreciate the issues one must bear in mind that the Samaj
was not representative of all the Hindus in Transvaal. It did not
even represent all the Gujerati Hindus in Transvaal. The attitude of some
members of Samaj was that because Lenasia was a "ghetto" created
by the Government, to perpetuate its apartheid policy, it would
therefore have nothing to do with it. In 1965 the School Committee was split on this issue. Ratilal Ganda the Secretary resigned from the School Committee over the Samaj 's refusal to start
a school in Lenasia. So strong was his feelings over the issue that
he even resigned from the General Committee. Individuals in Le-
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nasia eventually got together, and started the Lenasia Gujerati
School. There was even some elementary moves to form a Lenasia
Hindu Seva Samaj. Efforts made by individuals and other ~rganisations to fill the vacuum created by the Samaj's indifference often
bought them into conflict with the Samaj.
The Samaj's insistence that any reception to a visiting dignitary be
undertaken under its auspices often brought it in conflict with other
organisations. It is submitted that it is the function of the Samaj as
an umbrella body of all Gujeratis to accord this honour to any visiting dignitary. This is a privilege of the Samaj irrespective of
whether in the past it has succeeded or failed to implement its policy of furthering the economic, cultural, religious and social progress.
Attempts by other organisations to arrange such functions thus
drew angry response from the Samaj.
During the late 1960's and early 1970's the Samaj faced a number of delicate situations, in which it felt and feared that new organisations were being created to challenge and compete with its
claims. The Samaj believed that there was no need for these organisations and that by duplicating the activities undertaken by it,
not only were they splitting the community's limited resources,
but also obstructing the Samaj. It also believed that very often
these organisations were created to challenge the Samaj's authority
and status. On the other hand the officials of new organisations
argued that they were filling the vacuum left by the Samaj's reluctance to undertake all its responsibilities. Very often these organisations in fact did openly compete with the Samaj, being over-critical of the Samaj 's shortcomings and obstructing its work, but on
the other hand the lethargy and incompetence of the Samaj,
coupled with haughty behaviour of individuals made the matter
worse, as the Samaj's image was tarnished. It did the Gujerati Community no good to criticise the Samaj while it made no effort to correct the ills. It was easy to sit on the grand-stand and criticise.
On 24th October 1968 the Samaj and the Ramakrishna Vedanta
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Society organised a programme by Shivram Maharaj of Vijalpur.
He was perhaps the first Gujerati-speaking lecturer to tour Trans\'aal. His discourses in Gujerati, interspersed with melodic
bhajans and kirtans won him respect and admirers from the first
meeting.
During his stay he conducted discourses on the Shrimad
Bhagvatam at Gandhi Hall and the Patidar Hall, during which he
stressed time and again, the need for a temple in Johannesburg. At
his discourse in Lenasia, delivered at the Park Primary school,
where the partition between two classes had been removed to con• rt it into a temporary hall, he once again chided the people for
r..Jt doing anything about it.

In the meantime the Ramakrishna Cultural and Religious Institute had been founded in 1956 by Swami Nischalanand and operated from Master Mansions, holding weekly prayer meetings. In
1963 through the efforts of Daya Hari and others who took great interest in the Ramakrishna Children's Club, stands were acquired in
Lenasia. Since the prevailing regulations forbade holding of more
than three Stands per organisation, the Ramakrishna Vedanta Society was created. It held three Stands, while the Cultural League held
three in its name.
Shivram Maharaj's suggestion of building a temple in Lenasia
was acclaimed with great enthusiasm. The Ramakrishna Vedanta
Society and Cultural and Religious League was prepared to build it
on their stands, however, some felt that the Samaj should undertake
the venture. Shivram Maharaj convened a meeting at Gandhi Hall
of the various prominent personalities where the idea got further
backing and the sum of Rfi0,000 was donated at one meeting.
The question remained, who was to be responsible for building
the temple? Samaj's position remained ambivalent. While a number of its leading members were in favour of the Temple. the Samaj itself would have nothing to do with the venture. lt resented
the fact that Shivram Maharaj had called the meeting of the public
to moot the idea without obtaining its consent and assist;mce. The
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General Committee had, played no role in the whole process. The
Ramakrishna Vedanta Society was prepared to let Samaj take over
the project, but the die had been cast. The Samaj would have
nothing to do with it. The Samaj in any event lacked any resources
of its own to build it, and it is unlikely that if Shivram had even
asked it to convene the meeting, whether it would have been interested in building a temple in Lenasia.
Lenasia was a 'Ghetto', a result of the apartheid policy of the
Government. The Samaj wanted nothing to do with it. It had therefore wavered and failed to give assistance to the people in Lenasia wholeheartedly.
The Ramakrishna Vedanta Society decided, in view of this
attitude, to go ahead and build the temple itself. A meeting was
held, where the existing Committee was enlarged and its efforts
streamlined. Z .V. Parekh, a former President of Samaj was elected as its Chairman, and R.B. Master and Daya Hari its Secretaries. After Parekh's death Bhoola Dayal was elected its Chairman.
While the Samaj would have nothing to do with the project, individual members like Parekh, Vassan Nagar, Purshottam Brijla and
M.Z. Parekh played prominent roles.
In 1970 the foundation stone for the Temple and Hall was laid.
It was completed and consecreated over the Christmas holidays in
1972 when Shivram Maharaj, invited specially again from India,
performed the relevant ceremonies together with local priests.
Among the prominent overseas dignitaries were Swami Nisreyasnanda of the Ramakrishna Mission, Swami Venketsananda, of the
Divine Life Society, the three Swami Narayan Sadhus, Swami
Chaitanya Swarupjee, Swami Harisprasadjee, and Shankerdas
Tulsidas Bhagat. Representatives of the Hare Krishna Movement
were also present.
The Samaj declined an invitation to attend officially. Individual members of the Samaj attended the opening. Leading members of
the Samaj made it clear that they attended and spoke in their private and personal capacity and decided not to speak as members of
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the Samaj. The Samaj's attitude perhaps indicated resentment,
as a result of a reference to it by a prominent Vedanta Society member as a sterile women. Although the member withdrew the remarks later, these uncalled for remarks, caused great bitterness.
Another blot on Samaj's image had in the meanwhile taken place
immediately prior to the opening of the Ramakrishna Hall.

In September 1972 Narhari Bhagat, another dsciple of Punit
Maharaj came to Natal on a lecture tour. Like Shivram Maharaj
and Ram Bhagat he gave his discourses in Gujerati. The organisers
in Natal asked the Secretary of the Ramakrishna Vedanta Society
to arrange his tour in Transvaal. The Secretary, of the Vedanta
Society Rajnikant Master conveyed the request of the Natal hosts
(The Surat Hindu Association), to the Samaj. A tentative date of
14th and 15th for the programme at Gandhi Hall under the
auspices of the Samaj was suggested. However when a meeting of
the General Committee was called, it turned down the offer and a
resolution was introduced directing the Hall Committee to turn
down any request for the hall on that day and to reserve it for its
own programme. The resolution was not carried. The Samaj by
adopting the rigid attitude that the Surat Hindu Association had
erred in not approaching it directly to arrange Narhari's programme was over-reacting to a mild violation of protocol, if such
in fact existed. In any event it had suggested that Samaj act as host.
The issue created much bitterness among members and together
with the controversy over the building of the Ramakrishna Hall
and Luxmi Narayan Temple in Lenasia, was one more step in the
growing polarisation of the Gujerati community into various
groups.
The next significant episode that again brought controversy and
a further blot on Samaj's image in Johannesburg - Lenasia area
took place 1974.
In 1974, the Transvaal Gujerati Parishad was established. Its
origin lay in a meeting convened at Bharat Hall on 31st May 197 4.
The Gujerati speaking delegates attending the conference of the

South African Hindu Maha Sabha in Durban during 31st May, 1st and
2nd June, took the opportunity to discuss the feasibility of establishing a national Gujerati organisation.
Jamnadas Bhoola, who acted as the Chairman at the meeting attended by 40 individuals, indicated that such a conference could
appropriately be held in 1975 when the Surat Hindu Association
celebrated its Golden Jubilee. The idea was unanimously welcomed and an Interim committee was established in Natal. N .P.
Desai was elected its Chairman and Pranlal Lakhani and Nardev
Vedalanker its Joint Secretaries. At the meeting in Bharat Hall the
Samaj was asked to convene a meeting of the various bodies in
Transvaal during the July school holidays, when the Interim Committee would visit Transvaal with the draft plans for the establishment of the various parishads. Due to a misunderstanding, when
the Interim Committee visited Transvaal, it convened the meeting
at Ramakrishna Hall on 14th ,July 197 4.
Samaj seriously questioned the Interim Committee's action of
convening the meeting. In any event a resolution was approved at
the meeting in which it was "requested and authorised" to convene a conference of all the Gujerati speaking Hindus in Transvaal within 45 days, and to present a draft scheme for the establishment of the Transvaal Gujerati Parishad. The Parishad, it was envisaged, would be responsible for conducting various eisteddfod,
and in general act as an umbrella body for the province. The Samaj
then appointed a seventeen men sub-committee to draft a constitution for the Parishad and rules and regulations for the eisteddfods.
This sub-committee undertook the work with great enthusiasm
and completed a blue-print that was presented to a meeting convened on the basis of the resolution of 14th July. It was held at
Gandhi Hall on 17th September, 197 4 and attended by representatives from 53 organisations.
Among its aims and objects stated in clause 2 of the draft were:a) To promote social, cultural, religious, educational, and Guje109

rati Vernacular activities among the GuJerati Hindu community, by means of conferences, seminars, spardhas, concerts, lectures discussions, publications, cinematographic films or other
suitable and relevant means.
b) To attain co-ordination amongst the various Gujerati Hindu
organisations and institutions which espouse the different facets
of activity outlined, above, with a view to consolidating, for purposes of better and more meaningful promotion of these activities.

b) All other Gujerati Hindu organisations in the Transvaal which
are performing and/or promoting social, cultural, religious, educational Gujerati Vernacular activities, Gujerati folk music or folk dancing, or any other related or ancillary activities shall be entitled to become members of the Sammelan.
c) Affiliation, in terms of Rule 4a and 4b, shall be granted subject
to the fulfilment of the following requirements:
(i)

A written application seeking new membership or
renewing membership shall be submitted at each Annual Conference, and such applications shall be accompanied by a list of all Office Bearers of the applicant organisation.

(ii)

New or affiliated member organisations shall submit,
together with their applications, their delegates' credentials.

(iii)

New or affiliated member organisations shall submit,
together with their applications, an annual membership
fee of R l 0,00.

d. (i)

Member organisations affiliated under Rule 4b, shall
each be entitled to send five delegates to all conferences of the Sammelan.

(ii)

The Constitution provided in Clause four, as regards the memberships:

The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj, by virtue of its Convenorship status, overall responsibility, and its custodianship, shall ipso facto, be entitled to be represented
at all conferences of the Sammelan by all members of its
entire General Committee of 65 members, who are not
already representing other organisations at conferences
of Sammelan.

a) The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj, by virtue of its Convenorship
status, shall ipso facto, be a member of the Sammelan.

As regards the custodianshipof the assets, clause 3 provided
"The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj shall be the final Trustee and
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c) To participate and assist in National Maha Gujerati Conferences and Spardhas, as and when these are held.
d) To strive for cultural dialogue and understanding with all other
cultural and linguistic groups in South Africa, with a view to promoting a mutual and better appreciation of, and respect for,
each other's cultures and languages.
These were lofty ideals and well-meant. As regards convenor
ship of the various conferences, clause four provided inter alia,
"The convenorship of all conferences in the Transvaal, as well as
the Annual Conference, and the National Maha-Gujerat Bi-ennial
Conference, as and when the latter is held in the Transvaal, shall
be fully vested in the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj."

It continued, as regards the convenorship in Clause 5(a)
"The convenorship of all Conferences in the Transvaal shall, as
per clause 3, be fully vested in the Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj
whose Chairman and Secreatry, shall ipso facto, become the Presiding Conference Chairman, and Conference Secretary respectively."

custodian of all assets of the Sammelan."

A number of the sub-committee members who had raised no
objection earlier now joined in.

And finally on dissolution, Clause 9 proposed that
"In the event of the Sammelan becoming defunct, all assets and
liabilities, together with all records and documents of the Sammelan, shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Transvaal
Hindu Seva Samaj.
The draft resolution was by no means a unanimous decision of
the special sub-committee.
Among those who expressed grave reservations about the
clauses dealing with the convenorship, custodianship and membership was Atmaram Naran who warned of the implications if these
clauses were rejected. However the majority view prevailed. It was
submitted to the public meeting. The Samaj no doubt had good intentions, but these were questioned by a number of individuals and
organisations.
Some of these argued that through the Sammelan, the Samaj was
aiming to gain control of the cultural, educational and social organisations in Transvaal; that despite its name, it had in the past
failed to articulate the needs and demands of all the people in the
province. Individuals and organisations in Lenasia were still bitter about the ina~ility and failure of the Samaj to start a Gujerati school in Lenasia when it was most needed. Apart from the
strictly religious, cultural and educational organisations there were
present at the meeting, representatives from inter-alia, the Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj, Brits Hindu Seva Samaj, Benoni Hindu
Seva Samaj, Betha! Hindu Seva Samaj, Roodepoort Hindu Seva
Samaj, the Springs Hindu Seva Samaj who argued that the Transvaal
Hindu Seva Samaj had played no role in their creation. They were
autonomous bodies, who saw themselves as equal to the Transvaal
Hindu Seva Samaj, and were in no mood to see the Samaj usurp any
of its powers. The draft constitution came under tremendous
fire, with individual members of Samaj joining in it.
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The Samaj was correct in seeking to unify all the Samajs and
other organisations under one umbrella body. This had been one of
the aims of its Social Conference in 1957. But its role had been
over-emphasised by it in the draft constitution.
The gathering decided to redraft new proposals and a subcommittee of members from each organisation present to draft a
constitution was appointed. The same day it adopted a constitution in terms of which the convenorship of the Sammelan and
Annual General meetings was vested in the officials of the Transvaal Gujerati Parishad. Each affilliate member was represented by
one member on the Council, which elected its own Chairman from
these delegates at the First Council meeting after the Annual General Meeting. The Transvaal Gujerati Parishad was an umbrella
body of all the Gujerati-speaking or orientated organisations in
Transvaal, with all the members retaining its autonomy and powers
over its own members. The members were all equal in voting
strength. Immediately thereafter the first officials were elected.
Bhoola Dayal was elected the first Chairman of the Transvaal
Gujerati Parishad with Rajnikant Master and M. Morar as Secretaries. Parbhoobhai J. Mistry was elected the Vice-Chairman. The Samaj was represented by its Secretary M.Z. Parekh who continued
to do so in 1982.
By the contentious convenorship, custodianship, and membership clauses the Samaj had attempted to reassert its claims as the
premier body of the Gujerati Hindus in Transvaal. It was probably
the mother of all the Samajs in that it was perhaps the oldest
(though Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj too was formed in 193·2). Prior
to the creation of the Hindu Seva Samaj in their towns, individuals from Benoni, Roodepoort, and Krugersdorp had been members of the Samaj, though in a very small number. Whether this
was a rejection by these bodies of the Samaj as a premier body, is
debatable. There were some who argued that Samaj had tried to
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usurp the role and powers of these organisations and the various
Hindu Seva Samajs. The Samaj's view point was that as the largest
body it had tried to give lead and play a significant and dominant
role in the affairs of the Gujeratis.
In the meantime the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya was going through
a crisis. Falling rolls in their schools, rising salaries of the
teachers, lack of a continuous independent income, and a high
turnover of teachers had reduced this once mighty important Gujerati institution to a ghost of its former splendor.
In March 1970 L.P. Modi was again elected a Chairman of the
School Committee with Magan Valla as his Secretary. The Gandhi
Bharat Vidyalaya's annual concert that year was attended by Ram
Bhagat. At the Gold Street section there were only 22 pupils. It
was decided by the School Committee to close the school and
transfer the teachers and pupils to its Fox Street school from the
beginning of May 1970. The immediate reaction of the parents
concerned was to call a meeting with members of the School Committee. Magan Valla and Amrit Bhana met the parents who expressed the view that the intended closure would adversely affect
the education of the children as it would not be feasible to send
children in the age group of 5 to 12 years to Gandhi Hall. The result was that twelve parents agreed to advance the sum of R 1 Oper
child per 3 months to be paid in advance. A Parents' Committee was
formed with Deva Kanjee as its Chairman, Goolab Parbhoo the Secretary, and Ramu Ranchod as the Treasurer. It was to be responsible for the collection of the fees from the individual parents. This
remarkable effort of the parents mainly from the Jeppe - Doornfontein area was highly applaudable. The fees were higher than
paid by other parents and paid in advance. This alleviated the
problem of collection that had perennially plagued the Committee.
By September the roll at Gandhi Hall stood at 92 with four teachers
teaching nine classes. At Fordsburg the roll was 113 with five
teachers teaching seven classes. At Gold Street the roll was now
24 with two teachers teaching four classes.
In the meantime the Samaj was also reconsidering its position in
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Lenasia. More and more people were moving to it. A Committee
consisting Magan Valla, Amrit Bhana, Chotu Makan, Ramdev V.
Patel, Ranjit Desai, Jeram Patel, Ramjee Lakha, Khusal Mistry
and Magan Morar Patel which had been appointed to look into
the matter, reported through the Secretary of the School Committee that the individuals who had been approached had refused
to co-operate with it.
After the election in May 1971 L.P. Modi retired from his post
as the Chairman of the School Committee, which he had so faithfully served for more than thirty years, as an ordinary member,
Treasurer, Secretary and Chairman. Together with Jasmat Nana
he had been the anchor of the Committee for many years and
guided it through the many trials and tribulations with the dignity
of the office.
In November 1972, the General Committee elected a new School
Committee following the Annual General meeting and elections. It
consisted of Ooka Nathoo, Ramjee Lakha, Dr. Hasmukh Govind,
Manila! B. Patel, R.N. Bhoolia, Amrit Bhana, Magan Valla, Manila! Morar, Chima Naran, R.C.I. Parekh and V. Beravia. The Committee consisted mainly of members of the Samaj living in Lenasia.
The hope was that they would be able to meet the situation better
than members who lived in Johannesburg centre, and who would
have to travel great distance.
Ooka Nathoo was elected the Chairman with C. Naran and Manila] Morar as Secretary and Treasurer respectively. M. Morar was
also the secretary of the Lenasia Gujerati School and it was
hoped that he would be able to forge better links with the latter.
When the school closed in December 1972, there were 46 pupils
at the Gandhi Hall and 46 at Fordsburg. When the school reopened in 197:i there were 14 and 32 pupils respectively at these
schools.
In ,January 197:1 the Samaj acquired the use of seven class rooms
at Lenasia High School in Lenasia. When it opened there were
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72 pupils and three teachers. The fees were totally inadequate
to pay the salaries and the Committee set to task to raise the necessary funds. In the meantime the relationship with the Lenasia
Gujerati School left much to be desired. The Treasurer M. Morar
resigned in March 1973, due obviously to conflicting interests.
The negotiations which had been started by the Committee in
September 1972, however bore some results when in April 197 4 a
joint meeting of the two School Committees took place. The Samaj
made a number of suggestions for resolving the deadlock, to be
considered by the Lenasia Gujerati School. These suggestions entailed, basically, that in the event of a merger between the two
schools, the Samaj would run the schools.
Despite great efforts by the School Committee, the Samaj was
forced to close its branches at Gold Street and Fordsburg as the
exodus to Lenasia started and the roll started falling. The continuation of these classes were unfeasible from the economic point
of view. Even at the Gandhi Hall, by January 1977 the roll had
dwindled to ten pupils with one teacher.
In Lenasia the Samaj started further classes at the Progress Primary School in January 1977, at the Penta Rosa in March 1977,
and the Model Primary in May 1981.
In October 1976 Narsi Parbhoo Delwadai, the present Chairman succeeded R.C. I. Parekh who had served for one term in this
post after Ooka Nathoo. Aided by its successive secretaries C. Makan, R. Ooka and Natoo Vagar, the Committee started building up
sizeable funds to meet not only the increased salaries of the teachers but also to provide better facilities.
By March 1982 the Samaj was conducting classes at 5 centres.
At the Park Primary it had 186 pupils and seven teachers. At the
Model Primary it had 155 pupilsand six teachers. At the Progress
Primary, it had 173 pupils and seven teachers.At the Penta Rosa it had 52 pupils and two teachers. The school at Gandhi Hall
had 63 pupils and three teachers. When the Gandhi Hall was sold
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the school moved to the Ferreira Indian Primary School. By then
its roll was 57. Of the 623 pupils, 34 pupils paid no fees, either due
to the financial position of the parents or other reasons. The rest
paid a fee of R3. The monthly commitment on teachers' salaries
was Rl,986; together with the cost of transport and other incidental, a sum of about R2 535.00 was required monthly. A short-fall of
R360 per month or R4 320 per annum was being experienced
which was met through the funds raised by the School Committee at its annual concerts and the rakshabandhan.
After thirty-five years of services Manibhai Patel is still with
the Samaj. Since joining the school, he has acted as a supervisor for
the Johannesburg Centre of the Hindi Vidya Mandir of Rashtra
Bhasha Prachar Samiti. He has also been the Chairman of the
Transvaal Gujerati Shiksha Sangha, the Adarsh Yuvak Mandal and
the Bharat Yuvak Manda!. He has also acted as the Secretary of the
Transvaal Koli Hitwardhak Mandal.
As the population move to Lenasia increased, the number of public meetings to celebrate the functions previously celebrated with
pomp declined. However true to its spirit the Samaj continued.
Whenever it was possible, it continued to provide a platform for
prominent lecturers from abroad. Among those that came to
Gandhi Hall during the decade were the following:Shankerdas Tulsidas Bhagat, Swami Hariprasadjee and Swami
Chaitanya Swarupjee of the Swami Narayan movement in Saion,
Bombay, were the guest of theSamaj on the 23rd December 1972.
A programe of classical Indian music, bhajans and discourses on
Hinduism drew a large crowd.
On 2nd December 1972 Shree Pithukuli Murgadas, the blind
Tamil preacher from Madras, the golden voice of India, gave a programe of religious and devotional music, while Kavi Yogi
Sudhananda Bharati, of Adyar, Southern India gave a lecture and
demonstration on Yoga in Gujerati and English on 16th November
1972.
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nificant role in the application for his visa.
Swami Amritananda Saraswati, a disciple of Paramhansa
~aty~anda Saraswati, the founder of International Yoga Fellowship
m Bihar came to South Africa as a guest of Samaj. Apart from a
~umber o~, lectures, ~he conducted a week long course of "Practical Yoga at Gandhi Hall and took part in a Yoga Convention convened by theSamaj. She also lectured in Benoni, Springs, Bethal,
Roodepoort and Brits.
On 13th November 1973 Swami Satyaprakash Saraswati, then
on a world
tour delivered an address entitled "Vedanta , Truth an d
,,
Prana .
Swami Krishnananda Saraswati, was Samaj's guest in May
1974. Born in Jodhpur, Rajesthan, he had obtained M.A. LLB degrees and become a District Judge, before taking Sanyas in 1939.
During June 197 4, the Phoenix Settlement, made available ten
reels of films on the 'L_ife of Gandhi' to the Samaj, largely through
the efforts of its President Jasmat Nana. These films were
screened in Johannesburg at Gandhi Hall, and through the Navyug
Mandal in Pretoria. The Sanathan Veda Dharma Sabha screened
it in Lenasia, and the Zoutpansburg Hindu Social Service Society in Louis Trichardt. The money raised was donated to the Phoenix Settlement.
In September 197 4 the Samaj hosted a reception in honor of the
leader of the Swami Narayan Fellowship of Bochasan, His Holiness Sastri Narayan Swarupdasji (Pramukh Swami) and five other
leading monks of the Fellowship, invited by the J.S. Patel of Swami
Narayan Movement in South Africa. The Samaj once again insisted
that it be the host at the first function. In 1977 and 1981 when H.H.
Pramukh Swami visited South Africa again, the Gandhi Hall was
once again the venue for discourses and kirtan aradhanas by the
monks of the Movement.

In October 1975 His Divine Grace, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, the Founder Acharya of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to South Africa. The Samaj had played a sig118

The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj and the Sanathan Veda
Dharma Sabha were the joint hosts at the Vishnu Hall, Lenasia on
14th September 1975 to Acharya Vedhnath Sastri, a professor of
Vedic research and the editor of 'Vedic Life', and Acharya Krishna
Sastri of Delhi, another eminent scholar of Vedas. The following
day the Samaj was the host to a function at the Gandhi Hall where
talks entitled "Religious and Social Life" and "Veda Dharma''
were delivered.
In August 1978 Ram Bhagat was once again the guest of the Samaj. During this period he gave discourses in Lenasia, and at the
Gandhi Hall in Johannesburg and then toured other centres in
Transvaal, Natal and Cape.
Pujya Ramswarupjee from Jamnager of the Kabir Panth and
Uma Bharati also delivered discourses at the Gandhi Hall during
1978.
The focal point of Samaj's activity in the past has been
Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya and the Hall. The Hall has been the
venue for the Samaj's functions. If it was to maintain its claim to
be a premier body of the Hindus in Lenasia it urgently needed its
own School and Hall.
In June 1971 the Samaj made application to purchase land in Lenasia. Consequent to that the Department of Community Development offered six stands to it for R34,780 subject to conditions that
it build on these within a period of two years. The Samaj rejected the
offer in view of the fact that it was made at the prevailing market
price. The Samaj submitted a memorandum to the Minister pointing out that it was a religious organisation. Other cultural, religious
and educational bodies had been allocated land at extremely favourable prices. It was thus unjustified for the Department to discriminate against Samaj. In any event the local authorities owed it
as a duty to make land available for these purposes at nominal prices.
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On the 3rd August 197 4 the CommunityDevelopment Board offered 92,741,76 sq. feet of land in Impala Cresent in Lenasia to
the Samaj. It consisted of Stand 5470 which was zoned suitable for
a creche and costing R13 647 and stand 6471 able for a church and
costing R6 100. On 11th October 197 4 the Samaj formally acquired the property. The financial position of the Samaj however
was not healthy at all. The purchase price was paid through raising loans from the various sub-committees of the Samaj. The Crematorium Committee and the Sanskar Committee loaned the
amounts. The loan from the Crematorium Committee was
strenuously apposed by various members of the Committee on moral, religious and ethical grounds.
It was intended to repay these loans by the end of 1975 by raising
the money through various shows and concerts or through each
member contributing R300 each. However the Samaj was unable
to meet its obligations on schedule. On 11th November 1977 in the
presence of Swami Chidananda the head of the Divine Life Society
in Rishikesh, local priests performed the consecretion of the land.
All arrangements for the occassion were made by the Sanskar
Committee. At the function a Building Fund was launched.
The Samaj was eager to put up a complex on their property in Lenasia. However while Gandhi Hall remained unsold there was little prospect for it. It was urged time and again that a fund-raising
committee be established for this purpose. In November 1976 the
General Committee decided and approved that approximately
Rl00,000 be spent on such a complex.

In August 1978 Ram Bhagat, then on a short tour of South Africa, performed a Satya Narayan Katha on the Samaj land. At the
function a number of prominent men announced their contributions towards the fund.

After the Annual General meeting in 1979 a concerted effort to
raise the funds began. Various fund-raising committees were established, each being assigned a particular area.C. Makan acted as
the convenor of these committees.
In October 1979 a Planning Committee under Shantilal Mistry
was established. It was entrusted with producing a feasible plan.
It approached a number of eminent architects and sought ideas
from many local personalities. Ishwarlal Parmanand and Ramesh
Becher, an architect and a quantity surveyor respectively were
appointed on to the Committee.

After examining the various alternatives, during March 1980,
Mr. Smit of Daniel Smit and Partners of Pretoria was commissioned to draw the plans for the proposed complex in Lenasia. To
date he has provided a number of sketch plans.
By 1981 pledges totalling approximately R650,000 had been
promised to the Samaj, of which about Rll0,000 had already been
collected. While most of the members of theSamaj have been involved in the fund drive, the pillars have no doubt been Narsi Parbhoo Delwadai, Ramjee Nathoo, Ramjee Vithal, Ambelal Kesav, C.
Makan, R. Ramjee and S. Kalidas. There are a1so others but these
are to name a few.

On 19th March 1978 the Samaj convened a meeting at the Ramakrishna Hall where all the Gujerati organisations in Johannesburg and Lenasia were invited. The purpose was to gain public support for the project. A large gathering discussed the various needs
and facilities that the new project should provide. It was decided
that the complex would consist of a school, a hall and a temple. Various concept plans were drawn and discussed in great detail. In the
meantime every effort was made to accumulate the funds.

On 8th November 1981, a new Planning Committee consisting
of the following members was established. R. Nathoo R.B.
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Master, B. Chita. S.J. Mistry, C. Makan, D. Karsen, R. Bechar
A. Kesav, M. Sooka, G. Daya, N. Parbhoo and S. Kalidas. The
Committee went in great details with the plans but the costs of
the project was over 1,5 million. By February 1982, R112,908 had
already been collected. But a far greater effort was needed. In 1982

the prospect of the Samaj accomplishing its aim in Lenasia received a tremendous boost. This was the sale of Gandhi Hall. The
sale of Gandhi Hall had been debated since the proclamation of
Group Areas in 1962.
At a meeting on 16th November 1964 the Board of Trustees recommended unanimously to the General Committee of the Samaj
that theGandhi Hall complex be sold in view of the prevailing situation. It recommended that a special general meeting of
the Samaj be convened to obtain the necessary mandate for this
purpose. However when-ever the matter was raised in the General
Committee, a view prevailed that the Samaj should wait and see.
By 1968 the mandate had still not been granted. All sorts of arguments were put forward in refusing it; that frequently there was no
quorum at the Board meetings; that the Samaj had until 1972 to
sell the property and thereafter it could obtain a permit to own and
occupy it; that the non-Gujeratis too had contributed towards the
fund and they too had to be consulted before the sale. The last
point raised the question as to what would happen to the money
when Gandhi Hall was sold. The membership clause of the constitution provided that every Hindu resident in Transvaal was eligible
for membership of the Samaj provided he was over the age of 18.
Every member had equal voting rights. This clause could create a
lot of mischief in the event of sale of the Gandhi Hall. A committee
consisting of L.P. Modi, Z.V. Parekh, Jasmat Nana, Ramdev
Vallabh, Govind Nagar, Ramlal Bhoolia, Magan Bhagoo, N.G.
Patel and Chotu Govind was elected to look into the constitution.
After lengthy consultations with a firm of attorneys, a constitution was prepared and submitted to a General Meeting on 16th
December 1969, in terms of which the following could become
members
(i)
(ii)

Every Gujerati Hindu over the age of eighteen (18) years, and
resident in the Transvaal.
Every Hindu in the Transvaal, who participated in the activities of the Samaj, either as a Patron, Life member, Official,
Committee member, Trustee, Scholar or Parent of past or
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(iii)

(iv)

present scholars. Principal, Supervisor, Teacher or Subscriber of Samaj funds.
Every Hindu person over the age of eighteen (18) years, resident in the Transvaal, and related to any member falling under sub clauses (i) and (ii) hereof, either by blood or affinity.
Any Hin.du not falling within the terms of sub-clauses (i), (ii)
and (iii) hereof, if such person shall have applied to the General Committee for membership, in the manner that may be
prescribed by such Committee, and such Committee shall
have accepted such person as a member.

The new constitution also enlarged the number of members on
the Board of Trustees from 9 to 15 who now held office for 5 years.
Previously they had held the office "at the pleasure of Samaj".
At the Special General Meeting a resolution was also passed
granting the Board of Trustees powers in terms of Article 41 of
the constitution and further entrusting it to sell alienate or otherwise dispose of immovable property of the Samaj . . . on
such terms as the Trustees . . . may think most expedient
and most beneficial.
On 9th February 1970 the General Committee narrowed the
limits of the Board of Trustees' powers by passing a resolution,
"authorising the Board of Trustees to sell the Samaj Property .. in
such a manner as the Board deems fit, for a price not less than Rl25
per sq. ft." The General Committee was infact placing a new condition not contained in the original resolution of 16th December
1969. To say the least it is doubtful if a meeting of of the General
Committee could alter the rights confered on theBoard of Trustee,
by a special General Meeting.
On 30th July 1970 the General Committee amended its resolution of 5th February by deleting the words "for a price not less than
Rl25 per sq.ft." and substituting in its stead "as the Board of
Trustees in its discretion may deem fit."
The property was offered to the Department of Community De-
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velopment at R75 per sq.ft. ie. for R750,000, but it was not interested in it despite the fact that it had purchased other properties
in the area for a similar price. One building had changed hands at
more then R 100 per sq .ft.
At the time of conversion into a freehold, the Board of Trustees
consisted of L.P. Modi, its Chairman, N.M. Mistry,Z.V. Parekh,
Vallabhbhai Patel, Vassanjee Nagar, Ravjibhai T. Patel, Ranchod
Kalu Patel, Dhirajlal Gokal and Maganbhai Bhagoo. On 16th
December 1969 the size of the Board was increased to fifteen holding office for five years. Ramdev Vallabh, Rajnikant Master, Hargovan Chiman, Harilal Jeram, Chotu Govind, Bhanabhai K. Patel
and Damodar Dhanjee joined the Board in 1970. Vallabh Bhaga
who had been on the Board since its inception died in 1968.
In 1974 Ramlal Bhoolia, Magan Parbhoo and Gopal Daya replaced Z.V. Parekh, Ravjibhai T. Patel, and Bhanabhai K. Patel.
In 1978 Atmaram Naran, Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia, Ranjit Desai,
and Ranchod Nagar replaced Damodar Dhanjee, Hargovan
Chiman, Ramdev Vallabh and Vassanjee Nagar.
The Board made various attempts to sell the Hall. Options were
granted on numerous occasions but nothing transpired. At one
stage it despaired even getting R40 per sq.ft. But it persevered.
Dhirajlal Gokal, Rajnikant Master, Atmaram Naran, L.P. Modi
were all experienced men and left no stone unturned.
Eventually on 28th January 1982 the Gandhi Hall was sold. On
that date an option that had been granted on 14th December 1981
was exercised by Protea Assurance and Pension Fund. In terms of
the option the property was to be sold on, inter alia the following conditions. The purchase price was to be Rl,250,000, of
which, a sum of R5,000 was to be paid when the option was granted,
and R245,000 was to be paid immediately when the option was
exercised. The money was to be held in trust by the attorneys for the
Purchasers. The sale was subject to a further condition that the
Community Development Board did hot exercise its pre-emptive
rights. The remaining Rl million was payable on the transfer of the
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property. On 10th February R245,000 was paid into trust by the
Purchaser.
The process of negotiation was a lengthy one. The Board of Trustee had kept the grant of the option a closely guarded secret. The
General Committee was kept completely in the dark. In view of the
delicate nature of the negotiation, the secrecy was perhaps justifiable. Any leak would have led to discussions in public and in many
ways adversely effected the deal. The Purchaser required a
clearance from the Registrar of Insurance and the Registrar of Pension Funds, amongst others, before the option could be exercised
by it. A meeting of the General Committee was convened after the
exercise of the option, on 20th February 1982 to report on the sale.
At the meeting the Board of Trustees was criticised on a number
of issues. The secrecy with which it had conducted itself came under fire.
The sale itself came under attack by some who said that the Hindus had lost their nose; that this was a memorial to Gandhi which
the Samaj had no right to sell. The last argument lacked any validity
in view of the various mandates given by the Special General, Annual General and General Committee meetings to the Board of
Trustees. However what was significant was whether the Board of
Trustees was empowered to grant the option, and once having
granted the option finalise the sale without an approval of 2/3
members present at a Special General meeting convened for that
purpose. The Secretary of the Samaj Naren Pandya stated that
such a failure constituted a flagrant violation of its constitution.
Regardless of the validity of the Board's action in terms of the
constitution, the price obtained by it was excellent. The meeting
praised the Board on this aspect and member after member
thanked Dhirajlal H. Gokal who had played a remarkable role in
the negotiation. L.P. Modi the Chairman of the Board of Trustee,
despite his failing health had been a pillar of experience during
this time.
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On 12th March the Samaj received a letter from the Department
of Community Development in which it was informed that the Department would not exercise its pre-emptive rights. On 1st April
1983 the property was transfered to the Protea Assurance and
Pension Funds. Thus after almost fourty-two years a chapter in the
Samaj's history ended.
Built with great enthusiasm, the Gandhi Hall had been the scene
of events joyous and sad. Religious discourses, political rallies, social functions, educational conferences, exhibitions and concerts
had all held their glories.
On 21st March 1982 a function was held at Gandhi Hall before
the final curtain. A reception in honor of those who had loaned money to freehold Gandhi Hall was arranged. L.P. Modi in a moving
speech recalled the events of those three fateful days in 1967 when
the public had responded so generously to raise Rl00,000. Ranchod
Nager, N.M. Mistry, R. Master, and M.Z. Parekh also addressed
the meeting. Chotu Makan recalled the highlights of the Gandhi
Hall with nostalgia.
It is not known who said the first official words when theGandhi
Hall was built. But the last were said by the author, as the Secretary
of the Samaj, who thanked the founders of the Samaj for their foresight in acquiring the property, and those who sacrificed their time
and energy to build Gandhi Hall. He thanked those who donated
money to build the complex and those who loaned to make it freehold. He also thanked those officials who had served Samaj, selflessly and tirelessly and all those who over the years had graced
the Hall by their presence. They had left a legacy of experience
and memories so rich that one could look to the Samaj's history
with pride.
Soon the bull-dozers moved in, and within the days the outer walls
had been broken down revealing what had been the heart of Hall,
its Stage. The words 'Welcome'written on it was a grim reminder of
its past glories. Soon even the heart would be reduced to dust, but
the spirit of Samaj would live on.
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In very many ways the past seven years have seen the resurgence
of life into Samaj's activities. Its centre of activities have shifted
from Johannesburg to Lenasia. Almost all its members are in Lenasia and the meeting are consequently held in there.
In September 1976, Rajnikant Master was elected the President
at a meeting held at the Ramakrishna Hall. This was the first annual-general meeting, or for that matter any public meeting of the
Samaj to be held at this venue. Until 197 4 these had been held at
the Gandhi Hall. By then the attendance was falling gradually at
both the General Committee and the annual-general meetings as
most of the members lived in Lenasia and found it inconvenient
to attend them.
In January 1976 theSamaj convened its Annual-General meeting
at the Vishnu Hall in Lenasia. In the absence of its Chairman, N.G.
Patel presided. A practice, existed, whereby incomplete or
incorrect accounts of the various sub-committees which had not
been approved by the Annual-General meetings were subsequently
presented and passed at General Committee meetings. This
practice had been seriously challenged in the past. Thus, in 1961
when the School Committee accounts had not been completed by
the time the Annual-General meeting was held, Bhanuben C.
Desai, had quite correctly insisted that these be presented at a specially convened public meeting. This meeting was subsequently
called. However this practice had reappeared. At the Annual-General meeting held in January 1976 the Samaj Accounts were incomplete. After a close questioning it appeared that a number of
transactions were not reflected on it. M.Z. Parekh and Naren
Pandya seriously questioned the practice of subsequent approval.
They argued that it was the right and prerogative of that meeting
only, either there and then, or reconvened, to pass the accounts.
A resolution to postpone the meeting until the accounts were in
order was introduced and passed. The meeting was adjorned to a
later date.
At this meeting Rajnikant Master was elected President. He had
been elected to the General Committee for the first time in 1961.
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Born in Brits in 1929 and educated at the Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya, the Hansraj Morarjee Public School and the Bombay University, he had been an Assistant Secretary to the Transvaal Prajagpati Association, Treasurer of the Ramakrishna Cultural and
Religious Institute (Johannesburg), Secretary of Ramakrishna Vedanta Society, Transvaal Gujerati Parishad and later Chairman of
Sarve Hindu Sangh and Transvaal Gujerati Parishad.
Gopal Daya who had been the Secretary of Samaj since 1962 retired in 1976. Ravindra Narotam the Joint Secretary since 1971
was now joined by M.Z. Parekh, and together they served till 1981
when they retired. The Samaj had been blessed to have had the services of long serving secretaries. Daya Bhagwan served 5 years and
Ravindra Narotam for 17 years in the same capacity.
During the past seven years great effort was made to place
Samaj on firm financial footing. Before the sale of the Gandhi Hall,
the only real income of the Samaj was through the School and Crematorium Committees. The School Committee's income was insufficient to cover its expenses. In 1978 it devised various schemes
to raise money to purchase a bus and to pay better salaries. Largely
through the efforts of Narsi ParbhooDelwadia, D .H. Gokal, and Atmaram Naran in the early period and then through the efforts of
Narsi Parbhoo, Ravjee Ooka, Natoo Vagar, Chagan Bhana,
Ambelal Kesav, Mohan Narsi and Manibhai K. Patel, the school is
now on a sound footing. Regular salary increases, an annual parents day, prize giving functions and concerts have projected a
healthy image for the school.
Rajnikant Master, Dhirajlal Gokal, Atmaram Naran and others
also tried to put Gandhi Hall to maximum use to derive revenue.
Through their efforts, just prior to its sale, sufficient income was
being generated not only for its maintenance, but at times even to
assist the School Committee and to repay some of the outstanding loans raised to freehold the Gandhi Hall. After the sale of
Gandhi Hall, the Board of Trustees repaid the entire capital part of
those loans fromthe interest on the sale price.

The Saga of Gandhi Hall is one of tears and sweat; of trials and
tribulations of joy and despair. Dedications by a long list of members who served it through the years, bears the testimony that it
is today once again in a sound position. Among the long serving
m.embers of the Samaj in the past quarter centuary the following
will be remembered by Samaj.
Apart from Jasmat Nana and L.P. Modi who have been members
since 1932, N.M. Mistry is the oldest. He first became a member
of the Samaj in 1933. In 1936 and 1971 he was the President. He
also held the post of Vice-President and Secretary of theSamaj and
is a member of theBoard oITrustee. An extremely well-read person,
he also served on the School and Sanskar Committees of the Samaj.
Another member Magan Bhagoo joined the Samaj in 1938 and
except for a short break 1940 and 1944 has been a member since.
He served as an Assistant-Secretary, Joint Secretary and Vice President. In 1966 he was elected to the Board of Trustee. He also
served on various sub-committees. Born in 1909, he was a founder
and Secretary of the Navsari Mochi Manda! and later Vice-President of the S.A. Khsatriya Maha Sabha.
Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia who joined the Samaj in 1940 is another
long serving member. He has held the posts of the Secretary, Treasurer and Vice-President of the Samaj. Since 1979 he has been a
member of the Board of Trustees. He is also the Chairman of the
School Committee, on which he has served intermittently since
1950. Born in Delwadia in 1908, he was also a member of the
Transvaal Indian Congress.
The members of theSamaj continue to play significant roles in
other organisations. Chotu Govind was until 1982 the Chairman of
the Transvaal United Patidar Society. Born in Surat, he came to
South Africa in 1930 and has been very prominent in cultural and
religious affairs of the community. He is also the Chairman of the
Rameshwar Mandir, and a Vice-Chairman of the Johannesburg Indian Social Welfare. He is also member of the Council of the South
African Gujerati Maha Parshad.
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Bhoola Chita Patel, at present a Vice-President of the Samaj,
has been the Chairman of the Gandhi Shatabdi Committee since its
inception, and was from 1977 - 79, the Chairman of the South African Gujerati Parishad. He is also the Treasurer of the Ramakrishna Vedanta Society. He was one of survivors from the "Tilawa"
which was sunk by the Japanese torpedo in 1942, while on way from
htdia to South Africa. About 900 people lost their lives. By a
strange coincidence, another survivor was Manilal Narsi, of Manilal
Brothers. Through marriage of their children, Bhoola Chita and
Narsi are related.
Ranjit Desai another member of the Samaj and Dara Tavaria
were other survivors from this wreck.
Magan Morar, a Trustee of the Samaj is also the Chairman of
the Transvaal United Patidar Society.
N.G. Patel, (the Chairman of the Gandhi Centenary Committee
which is responsible for the administration of the Tolstoy Fann in
Lawley), C. Naran, (the Chairman of the Ramakrishna Cultural and
Religious Institute in Lenasia), and Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia, (the
Chairman of the Transvaal Koli Hitvardhak Mandal), are among
the members of Samaj who head other organisations.
Ramlal Bhoolia, one of the Trustees of the Samaj, has been a
member of the General Committee for close to twenty years. He
was a Vice-President of the Transvaal htdian Congress in his young
days and in 1946 took an active part in the Passive Resistance
Campaign. A lawyer by profession, he was educated at the University of Witwatersrand, where he obtained an Arts and Law degree.
It is believed that he was the first Gujerati Hindu to obtain a law
degree from the University.

He was referred to on his death as the conscience and dignity of
the htdians in South Africa. He was a member of the Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj, theTransvaal and South African htdian Congress.
Jethalal Bhoolia, one of his sons was an elected member of the Lenasia Management Committee before his untimely death.
ht 1981 the htdian Community was faced with the election of
members of the South African Indian Council. When it was originally created in 1964, it consisted entirely of nominated members.
ht 197 4 the Council was reconstituted to consist of thirty mem hers, half of them nominated, and half elected on the election day
by members of the official htdian local government bodies.
Legislation of 1978 provided for Council to have fourty elected
and five appointed members, but until 1981 this was not brought
into effect. The reaction to the proposed election was immediate.
The criticism of theSAIC within the Indian Community increased.
Concerted campaigns were launched against the SAIC election. In
Transvaal, 150 representatives of political, religious and community organisation created the Transvaal Anti-SAIC Committee.
Among the members of the Samaj serving on it were N .G. Patel,
R.N. Bhoolia, and R.C. I. Parekh. During the SAIC election, the
Anti-SAIC Committee held a public rally at the Gandhi Hall. An application by one of the election candidates, N. Desai to hold a
meeting at Gandhi was also approved by the Samaj, however he
failed to make use of the Hall.

His father Nana Sita who was born in the village Karadi Matvad
in 1898, came to South Africa in 1912, where he came immediately
into contact with Gandhi, who made an everlasting impression on
him. Later in his life he was to use the Gandhian technique of Passive Resistance to oppose removal in terms of the Group Areas Act.

A group of three young men who were together at the Gandhi
Bharat Vidyalaya and who served together on the Puratan Chharta
Mandal stand out. Jeram Vallabh, Somdutt Jasmat Nana, and Ramdev Vallabh, have all devoted a long service to the General Committee and have served on the School Committee at one time or
the other. Jeram Vallabh and Somdutt Nana were also members of
the Transvaal Indian Congres, and together with another member
of theSamaj and Congress, Atmaram Naran, took part (though separately) in the passive resistance movement, courting imprisonment in 1946. Atmaram Naran, who is the Treasurer of the Board
of Trustee represented Northern Transvaal at the Transvaal
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gansation was started in Lenasia by C. Naran.
Cricket Union meetings in his young days. He is, together with Jeram Vallabh one of the-uutspoken personalities on the Samaj. He
also played a promiment part in the building of the Ramakrishna
Hall and Luxmi Narayan Temple. Dhirajlal Gokal, a quite, unassuming and modest man, in his early fifties, and a member of the
Board of Trustee, first became a member of the Samaj in 1958.
The successful sale of Gandhi Hall was largely through his magnificent effort. His father Haridas K Gokal served on the Samaj as
a Treasurer and the chairman of the School Committee. Dhirajlal
Gokal also served as a Treasurer. Santilal Mistry, Narsi Parbhoo
Delwadia, Ramjee Nathoo and Chotu Makan, among others have
been prominent in the Planning Committee. Chotu Makan who was
in charge of the library for many years, was also the Secretary of
the School Commitee. Shantilal Mistry, is also a Treasurer of the
Johannesburg Indian Welfare (JISWA) and a member of the Ramakrishna Vedanta Society, and theTransvaal Prajapati Association.
Rassik I. Parekh known as "Swamijee" because of his interest
in religion, was a leading member of the Transvaal Indian Congress
in his young days and is the member of the Anti SAIC Committee
in Transvaal. He also serves on the Sarve Hindu Sangh of Transvaal and together with Chima Naran, (the founder of the Ramakrishna
Cultural and Religious Institute of Lenasia), he is the member of
the Lenasia Crematorium Committee. C. Naran is also a
Joint-Secretary with U.M. Jokhaker and Naren Pandya of
the Transvaal Gujerati Parishad. Manila! Bhoola Patel, another
prominent member of the Samaj is the Principal of a high school
and an editor of the "Adarsh".
The past two decades have seen a proliferation of social, cultural
and religious organisations in Johannesburg.
In the social spheres the Ramakrishna Youth League of Johannesburg which came into prominence from the early 1960s played
a prominent role under the leadership of Mani Naidoo, Jagdish
Bhatt and Farokh Tavaria in promoting the religious awareness
among the children and the youth in Johannesburg. A similar or-

In contrast to these two predominantly religious movements
the Lenasia Yuvak Manda! concentrated on production of play~
and variety concerts and donated the proceeds of these to various
charities.
The Adarsh Yuvak Manda! has once again been revived and
has started a magazine called the "Adarsh".
In the religious field various sects and fellowships have erupted.
The Ramakrishna Movement, the Divine Life Society, the Divine
Light Society, the Swami Narayan Fellowship, the Radha Soamis
have their counterparts in Lenasia. The followers of Swami Muktananda, Swami Satyananda and Sai Baba too have formed organisations to propogate the philosophy of their Masters.
The Rameshwar, Luxmi Narayan, Vishnu and Shiva Subramaniar Temples now grace Lenasia, where appropriate festivals and
holy days are celebrated. The Samaj does not, as yet have premises of their own in Lenasia, although theSanskar Samitee still
meets weekly at the Model Primary School, and celebrates all religious festivals and holidays. The attendance is limited to that
of its members, although others are welcome. Celebration of these
events at Gandhi Hall faded after 1970 as did the commemoration
of the other Indian National Holidays. The Sanskar Committee
has however undertaken a laudable new task. For the past few
years, it has spent on an average 200 evenings per yer conducting prayers at the homes of Hindu deceaseds in Lenasia. This
involves a great sacrifice of the leisure time of the members, but
has been highly appreciated by all concerned.
Samaj is on the threshhold of embarking on an ambitious venture which involves construction of a Hall, a School, and a Temple.
It is hoped that a Trust will be created from a portion of the proceeds of the sale of Gandhi Hall for the purpose of furthering
the welfare of the community.
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There are various caste, religious and social organisations that
offer scholarships and bursaries to its members. However there
exists no one Gujerati body that offers scholarship and bursaries
available to all Guje,-atis irrespective of castes or village from which
their parents came. Despite its many achievements the Transvaal
Gujerati Parishad has failed to establish one. The Samaj can play
8 great role in this respect. The scholarships and bursaries should
be made available at both school and university level. To foster
the Gujerati language it should seriously consider the creation of a
Trust to provide free education at its schools. If Samaj is to recreate its image as the premier body of the Gujerati Hindus in Johannesburg, it will have to provide the service to the community
presently provided by these organisation, on a non-caste basis. It
will have to prove its worth and sincerity by action and deeds. It
would be naive for the Samaj to expect that it will be regarded as
a premier body without it showing any results.
Today the focal point of the Samaj activity is the school, which
is now on a reasonably sound financial standing. If it is to continue, efforts will have to be made to raise the standard of education.
It is the function of the Transvaal Gujerati Parishad in the absence of any alternative provision, to create a machinery for training of vernacular teachers; however Samaj should encourage its
teachers to obtain higher training through grant of bursaries and
scholarship.
The use of the library diminished as the population moved to
Lenasia. The fall in the roll of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya further
reduced its use. An effort was made thus to move the library to
Lenasia. Chotubhai Makan generously made his garage available
for use as a library. However when the public response proved disappointing it was decided by the Samaj to close the library until
it acquired premises of its own.

leashed, is vast.
If Gujerati as a language is to survive in South Africa, the existence of suitable reading material for post-school level is imperative.
The need to create and foster a habit of reading Gujerati works is
one of the major media through which we will achieve this aim.

The Samaj is on the threshhold to building a new complex in Lenasia. If it is to learn from the mistakes of the past certain changes in attitude will be necessary. Often, it was alleged that the Samaj was controlled by cliques. At times the existence of small working group is unavoidable and desirable.Very often more work is
done with greater efficiency and dexterity when undertaken by a
small group of individuals who have the skill, expertise and experience. However in the past when such groups have existed in Samaj, its "membership" was based on common dislike and grudges
against other members of the Samaj or, caste, wealth or some factors other than merit. A few years ago, there was a talk of an "inner
circle of the Samaj." Some even referred to it contemptuously as
the "mafia group" in the Samaj. While politics will always exist in
Samaj, it is conceivable that groups and cliques will continue to
exist. Politics is the authorative allocation of the scarce resources. The differences on how these limited resources of the
Samaj are to be allocated constitutes its politics. Over this there
will always be differences. When however little cliques are formed,
to gang against individuals because of personal differences, the
interests of theSamaj are being undermined and thwarted.

No doubt when the Samaj complex is completed the library will
be restarted. A library is among the most important institution in
any society. The storehouse of Indian-wisdom that can be un-

In the past the little groups or cliques often worked in a closely knit network. For one Annual General meeting in late 1940s
a complete list of officials and members was prepared before the
meeting. With a few minor alterations here and there the members were elected as per schedule. Such engineering, manoeuvring
or wheeler dealing, what ever tag one may attach to it, was
well-known and often brought Samaj into disrepute. It is also
known of individuals who were never elected on to the Samaj General Commitee because they were disliked by individuals who
bore power in the Samaj.
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It is also highly desireable that the officials of the Samaj hold
no other offices in other social and cultural organisations during
their terms of office. This would not apply to their holding posts
in religious organisations.
This will avoid the conflict in interest that often arises when the
head of Samaj is also the head of other organisations and will prevent accusations of partiality that have often been levelled at
various officials. The two premier bodies in Transvaal are the
Transvaal Gujerati Parishad and the Transvaal Sarva Hindu
Sangh. The Gujerati Parishad is an umbrella body of all Gujerati
bodies irrespective of their aims. The Sarva Hindu Sangh is an umbrella body for all of Hindu organisations. While the aims and objects of these organisations are compatable with those of the Samaj and their can be little clash of interests, and it may not at all
objectionable for a Samaj official to hold posts on them, holding
of official posts on other organisations however can lead to great
difficulties. Serving as officials on too many organisation results
in the officials of Samaj being confronted with meetings of two or
more organisations at the same time. Another practical example is
the officials or the members being faced with the difficulty of
having to approach public again and again in different "frocks" to
collect funds for dffereht "houses" to purchase different "toys".
Some organisations have been open and frank and have called
meetings and published accounts. They have gained the confidence of the public. Others have failed to do so. One does not know
the reason. It is not that any blame can be placed on any individual members who may be members uf the Samaj, but their being
member of such organisation does reflect on to Samaj.

Appendix One

Samaj's Roll of Honour
(The ~ollowing list of in~ividuals ~ho ser~e.d the Samaj during 1932 to 1982 is compiled from the minutes of the
SamaJ and news reports.in the Indian ~pm1on. The first committee served from 20th March 1932 to lOth m
1933. The length of penod for successive committees is given below.
arch
To determine the period during which an individual served, read the numbers next 10 his name th f
example, J. V. Smith 18 25 to 34 means that he served from 28th June 1955 to 17th January 1958 d
. us or
17th September 1967 to 26th August, 1982.
an agam from
. While great care has been taken in the completion of this list, errors may have crept in for whi ·h I

indulgence).

•

A.G.M. No.
I. 20.3.32 to 20.3.33
2. 20.3.33 to 7 .4.34
3. 7.4.34 to 7.4.35
4. 7.4.35 to 12.7.36
1. 12.7.36 to 24.10.37
6. 24.10.37 to 4.12.38
7. 41.12.38 to 14.5.39
8. 14.5.39 to 4.10.30
9. 4. I0.40 to 14.3.43
10. 14.3.43 to 15.4.44
ll. ll.4.44to7.12.45
12. 9.12.45 to 28.4.47

13. 28.4.47 to 19.4.49
14. 14.4.49 to 17.9.50
15. 19.9.50 to 27.4.52
16. 27.4.52 to 13.6.54
17. 13.6.54 to 28.6.55
18. 28.6.55 lo 17.1.58
19. 17.1.58 to 15.1.61
20. 15.1.61 to 24.3.62
21. 24.3.62 to 16.6.63
22. 16.6.63 to 23.9.64
23. 23 .64 to 12.6.66

Akari Daya Ramjee
Ambararn Jamnadas
Arya Harishchandra N.
Bawa Champak
Bechar lshwarbhai
Bcd1ar Ramesh
Beravia Vithal
Bhaga Narhoo
Bhagoo Magan
llhagat H.B
Bhagat Jivan Pragjee
Bhagat Vallabh P.
Bhagat Vallabh Rambhai
Bhana Amrit
Bhana Chagan
Hhana Chiman
Bhana <'hotu
Bhana Narsi
Rhana Ooka
Uhana Trikam
Bhatt Dhruvendra N
Hhatt Narendra Ohirajlal
Bhikha Dayal
Bhii,,.ha Govind
Hhoola Narsi Parbhoo
Uhoolia Ramlal Nana
Bhudhi Dayal
Htllimoria Ambaram L
U1ll1moria Amharam M
Brijla Par\hottam
Hrijla Ranchod Parshottam
Uudh1a Vallabh

I,
1-21
15-21 30
28,
3,
34,
28-29
4-7
9-11
7-8
11-34
II,
1-10
4,
12,
26-34
24-7 J 1-34
13,
29 34
15-16 18-23
8,
6-8
10-11
20,
(see Pandya)
5-8
10- I I
8-19
7-8
17-18 21 34
20,
3,
5-6
1-1
5-18
18,
30
26-31

( 'h1ba Chaf'an
( 'h1ha ( 'hotu
Chiha (Im-ind
( 'hit,a Nar '-i
( 'h1rnan Hargovind
Chita lllwnla

34,
7-8

II,
22 34
(see Pare!)

Dake Makan
l>amania N;uandas
DarJt.'t.' l>.P.

12-14 16-19
I
1-8

IO,

pray your

12.6.66 to 17.9.67
17.9.67 to 8.3.70
8.3.70 to 25.4.71
28.1.71 to 12.11.72
28.11.72 to 11.8.74
11.8.74 to 11.1.76
ll.1.76to 18.12.77
18.1277 to 8.7.79
8.7.79 to l0.8.80
I0.8.80 to 11.81
I 1.81 to 26.8.82

Daya Ganda
Daya Gopal
Daya Jeram
Daya Nathoo
Daya Prema
Daya Ramu
Daya Ranchod
Daya Ravjee
Uaya Thakor
Daya Tribhovan
Dayal Bhoola
Uesai Ambelal Karsen
Desai Bapoobhai M
De!>ai Bhanuben Chotubhai
!Mrs.)
Desai Chorubhai 8.
De.-..ai Chotubhai L.
I >e'-ai Dhirubhai C.
De.-..a1 Ooulatrai C.
Dt:...,ai Jayantilal
I>e-.a1 Kik.ubhai L.
Dt:~a1 Lalbhai Goolat,
De!>ai Leelaben R. (Mrs.)
L>esai Ranjit Pragjee
Dhanjee Damodar
Dhanjee Nathoo
DhanJce Raman
Dullabh Daya

20-21
5-6
101820-22
23
31
23
31
32-34
I 16
1-4
7-8
10-11
20-21
19-34
18-21 24-34
5-6 8-10 11-1214-15
23
21
27-29

Fakira Dhirajlal
Fakira Kaloo

2-6
1-3

Ganda Ratilal
Gangadeen Bandhu

14-24
68-13
22-23
16-7
19-34
12-16
10
12-18
11-19
10-11 13-16 18-22
19-20
5-6

14

12 21

11-17
24-27
12

1011 14-22
13-14

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

c

(iokal Arvind Haridas

Gokal
Gokal
Ciokal
Gokal
Gok.al
(iopal
Gopal
Gopal
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Bhupat V.
Dhirajlal H.
Haridas
Jagjivan
Mohanlal A.
Daya
Jivan
P .K.

17
19 34
14-15
7
1-3
22-29 31-34

25
23
27-28 31-4
5-12
(Patel)
281-2,6 12-13 16-16
3
5-8

Gopaljce Kalyanjce
Gosai Baboo
Gosai Dayal
Gosai Vallabh
Govind Chandrakant
Govind Gopal
Govind Hasmukhlal
Govind Hira
Govind Laloo
Govind Magan
Govind Narsi

Hansjee Ratilal B. Dr.

3-4
28-34
I
34

32

7-9
2
28-32 34
Mehta
24
Mehta
IMistry
23-28 30-34 Mistry
1916-18
Mistry
18-21
12-14 20
IO3
10-11
12-14 26
I10-12

Hari Daya
Hari Gosai
Hari Parbhoo
Hari V.
Harjivan Nathoo
Harkha Rambhai
Hira Govind
Hira Morar

5

Lchcharam Haribhai

12

Jamnadas Nagin
Jeram Bhana
Jeram HarilaJ
Jeram Narsi
Jivan Naran Ramjec
Jivan Naran Sookha
Jivan Parbhoo
Jivan Vallabh
Jokhaker Umaishanker
Joshi Pranshanker S.

23
JO
32-32
18-34
2-l
2-3
33
4
9

)0-34
1-18

Kahan Narsi Parbhoo
Kalian Ranched Parbhoo
Kalian Vallabh
Kalianjee Goolab
Kalianjee Makanjec

3-6
8-19
24-29
26-10

Kalidas Sookha

Khusal Ratanjee
Kooverjee Dayal

29-34
II
1-3
6-13
22
17-18 21
9-12 15-20
32-34
33-4
2
I
2-20
5-6

Lakha Ramjee
Lalla Kesav
Lalla PrCma

22-34
28
17-27

Madhav Naran
Madhav Parbhoo
Madhav Raman
Maharaj Batukram
Maharaj Ishwarlal
Makan Chotu
Makan D.
Majanjee Bhaga
Manga Bhana
Manga Mohan Ranched
Manga Naran Ranchod

2
17
29
I
19-21
22-34

Kalla Jinabhai
Kanjee Dullabh
Ka pi tan Ranched K.
Kara Purshottam
Karodia Rat ii al T.
Karsen Narotam
Kesav Ambelal
Kesav Vallabh
Khusal Daya

Khusal Lakhoo

Master Bhikhabhai U.
Master P.M.
Master Rajnikant
Medh Surendra B.
Mehta Bhupat
Mehta Kantilal

IO

1-2
II
29-31
26-34

Kantilal

Rassik Dr.
Dalubhai H.
Devjee Uka
Dhirajlal N.

Mistry Dulabhbhai D.
Mistry Oosai N.
Mistry Govind Nana
Mistry Kanubhai N.
Mistry Khusal V.
MistryL
Mistry Manharlal
Mistry Nathoobhai M.
Mistry Perrmanand
Mistry Rambhai H.
Mistry Ranchod D. Dr.
Mistry Shashikant Dr.
Mistry Shantilal
Modi Chagan D.
Modi Kantilal L.
Modi Laloobhai P.
Modi Magan Bhana
Modi Venilal M.
Modi Mahendra
Mooljee Govind
Mooljee Medhu
Mooljee Vithal
Morar Magan
Morar Magan
Morar Manila!

13-4, 8-1 I, 14-19, 21
8-1 I
20-34
2-5-7 10-12 14
6
5-8
22, 34
12-19
10-17 2310-2)
3-8
30
12-15 17
25-34
13-15
1-7
32-34
15
21-34
J
27-28
2, 6-7, 12-34
JI
I
14-15
29-30 ))-4
30-34
18
21
25-34
1-2, 4, 10-34

5-8
18-23 25-6 30
32-4
23
6-7 9-1013-16 19-24
25-6
1-2
26-34
20-22 27-30

Nagar Gopal
Nagar Uovind
Nagar Ranched
Nagar Vassanjee
Nagar Vinod V.
Nagin Dhiroo
Naik Chagan N.
Naik Dhiroobhai
Naran Dayal
Nana Govind
Natha Hansjee
Nana lshwar
Nana Jasmat
Nana Jasvant
Nana Keshav
Nana Parbhoo
Nana Somdutt
Naran Atmaram
Naran Bharat
Naran Chima
Naran Ramu
Naran Trikam
Narotam Ravindra
Narotam Utam
Narsi Mohanlal
Narsi Ravji
Natoo Govind
Nathoo Ooka
Nathoo Moojee
Nathoo Ramjec

1-2
6-8
13
15-17
10-12 14-34
12-32
2)-31
34
17-18
13-16 19-21
6-11
9-10
10-11
34
1-4
7-34
JO
28-29
1-J
24-34
26-34
31
33-34
28-34
24
26-27
4
5-13
21-34
26-7
24-34
3214-15 17-22
24-29
I
5-7
30-34

Ooka Dayal

30-34
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19-34

Ooka Madhav
Ooka Rama
Ooka Ravjee

Pandya Narendra D.
Parbhoo Amritlal R.
Parbhoo Amritlal M.
Parbhoo Chotubhai R.
Parbhoo Daya R.

Parbhoo Magan
Parbhoo Narsi Delwadia
Parbhoo Ranched
Parhhoo Ratanji

Parbhoo Vallabh Delwadia
Parekh M.Z.
Parekh Rassik I.
Parekh Ratilal I.
Parekh Zinabhai V.
Parmanand Raman
Parshottam Jeena
Parshottam Natverlal
Parshottam Ranchod
Parshottam Sookha
Patel Amrit B.
Patel Baboobhai 0.
Patel Bawa K.
Patel Bhanabhai F.
Patel Bhanabhai K.
Patel Bhikhabhai K
Patel Bhoola C.
Patel Chotu G.
Patel Daya B.
Patel Gordhon H.
Patel lshwar Daya
Patel Jamnadas R.
Patel Jasuben C. (Mrs)
Patel Kanayalal 0.
Patel Kanjee B.
Patel Lalbhai V.
Pa1el Ish war M.
Patel Mangaldas
Patel Maniben B. (Mrs)
Patel Manibhai L
Patel Manila! B.
Patel Manila! K.
Patel Morar P.
Patel Naro tam G.
Patel Natverlal R.
Patel O.R.
Patel Ooka P.
Patel Ranchod K.
Patel Ravjibhai I.
Patel Ravjibhai M.

Patel Ravjibhai T.
Patel Revabhai T.
Patel Trobhovan G.
Patel Vallabh B.
Patel Vallabh G.
Patel Vallabh G. Dr.
Patidar Kalyanjee V.

2
25-29
20-34

28-34
24-5 27,
32-3
16-23
14-15 18
6,
9-10
9-34
9

2-4
17-21
24-34
Il
24-34
14
1-8
10-25
2

Patidar Ranchod
Patidar Vallabh R.
Pragjee Bhogilal
17-24 30-34 Prajapati K.
Pravasi Jinabhai
Prema Govind
Prema Manila! P.
Prema N.
Prema Vanmali

5
33-4
10,13
7
26-26
10-1 I
7-8
IO
12-16 24-5
14-20
IO
7,
2-5
28-34
17,
20-34
10-21
)-4
JI17-18
19-20
19
1-2
6-12
2-l
2-3
5-11
Il-14
19-20
4-8
18,21 27-34
22-34
2-3
24-34
JI
3, IO
17-18
10-27
17-19
12,
15-16

28
22-J
10-13

16-20 23-6

JO
15-16

25

139

7-8
13
1-2
1-23
13-4
12-16
4-6
1-3
12
20-29
19,
I
21
13-17
2
9-IJ

10-12 14-32

9-10

6-1 I

14-15

31-3
20-23 31-3

18-26

Ramanbhai Harshad
Ramjee Chitu
Ramjee Daya
Ramjee Gopal
Ramjee Naran
Ramjee Ravjee
Ravjee Bhana
Ravjee Magan
Roopchand Laloo

28
4
1,3
11-12
34
3-4
18-21 23-24
4
11-16 21
24-29
32

Shah Harilal M
Solanki Amrit Dr.
Solanki Champak H
Solanki Chi boo P.
Solanki Damyanti (Miss)
Solanki Daya P.
Soma Vallabh
Sooka Chima
Sookha Mitha

5,

ravadia Rambhai L.
Teikamdas Chiman G.
Teikamdas Gopaldas G.
Teikamdas Ramchandra

14-16
16-18
1-2
10-14
4-5

Vaga Natverlal
Valla Magan
Vallabh Baloo
Vallabh Choonilal
Vallabh Jeram
Vallabh Magan
Vallabh Motiram
Vallabh Ramdev
Vassanjee Mohan
Vithal Ramjee
Vilhaldas Magan

31-34
21
25-32
Il
25-6
1-2
15,
19-34
12
5-11
17
24-32
28
19
24
26
II

12,
15
16
17
I,
8-1 I
19
7, 12 14-15
),
6-7
9-18
24-5
IO-I I 15-34

30-34

21-2

29

31-34

Appendix Two

Officials of Samaj

Treasurers:Auditors:-

Trikam Naran, Laloobhai G. Desai.
K. L. Desai, Jasmat Nana.

Hon. President:President:Vice President:-

V.B. Patel.
A. Billimoria.
Ravjibhai T. Patel, Z.V. Parekh, B.U. Muter, R.V. Patidar, P.S. Joshi, P.M, Muter
D.U. Mistry, Bandu Ganaadeen, Bapu M. IJcsa,.
'
Ranchod Kapitan, N. Parbhoo.
D. V. Darjee, K.L. Desai,
Laloobhai Guiab Desai, P. Brijlal.
Trikam Naran, Jasmat Nana.

1932

President:Vice President: Sccretaries:Ass. Sccretaries:Trcasurers:Auditors:-

Ranchod V. Patidar
Kaloo Fakira, Nagar Gopal, P .S. Joshi, Bhaga Makanjee, Jamnadas Ambaram,
Gopaldas Gurdasrnal, Laloobhai G. Desai, Tribhovan Girdhardas, Dullabh Kanjee.
B.U. Master, K.L. Desai.
Batukram Nathoram Maharaj, P. Brijlal.
Vallabh Bhaga Patel, Govind Nana Mistry.
Z.V. Parekh, J. Nana.
1933

Hon. President:President :Vice President:Sccretaries :Ass. Secretaries:Treasurers:Auditors:-

Tri.bhovandasGirdhardas Patel,
R. V. Patidar.
Gopaldas Gurdasmal, Nagar Gopal, Kaloo Fakira, LG. Desai, P.S. Joshi,
Narsi Jeram, Lalbhai Vaghjee Patel, Bhaga Makanjee.
Z. V. Parekh, Chunilal Vallabh Patel.
Kanjee Bhana, Purshottam Brijlal
Vallabh Bhaga, Govind Nana Mistry.
Bhikha Karsenjec Patel, J. Nana.
1934

President:Vice President:Secretaries:T reasurers:Auditors:-

R. V. Patidar.
Kaloo Fakir, L.G. Desai, lshwarbhai Rechar, Trikam Naran, P.S. Jo,;hi, Nars1 Jeram,
D.U. Mistry, A.L. Billimoria, Vallabh Soma.
Z. V. Parekh, Bh1kha Karsenjee Patel.
P. Brijlal, B.U. Master.
J. Nana &. Gordhandas Patel

Hon. President:President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurers :Auditors:-

R.G. Tiekamdas.
V.B. Patel, Valabh Bhaga Patel.
L. Desai, G.N. Mistry, Naran Ramjee, Natha Bhaga.
Bhikha Karsen Patel, Z.V. Parekh,
Vallabh P. Bhagat.
B.U. Mistry, Kalyan Valjee Patidar.
J. Nana & Gordhandas Patel.

Hon. President:President:·
Vice President:-

Ramchandra Teikamdas.
Vallabh Bhaga Patel.
Tribhovandas Patel, Nagardas Gopaldas, Vanmali Daya, D.lJ. Misfry,
Mooljee Nathoo,
Z.V. Parekh, P.S. Joshi.
Narsi Parbhoo, Motiram Vallabh.
B.U. Master, P. Brijlal.
Govindbhai N. Mistry, H. M. Shah.

1935

1939

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurers:Auditors:-

1949
Hon. President:President:
Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

1943

Hon. Prcsident:President:Vice President:-

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

1937

Hon. President:President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Sc-cretaries:Treasurers:•
Auditors:-

V.B. Patel
N.M. Mistry.
Gopaldas, Vallabh Soma, Chotu Desai, Naran Pam:hia, Randiod Va!jcc.
Bandu Gangadeen, Bapu Manibhai Desai, A.L. Bilimoria
Z.V. Parekh, D.U. Mistry.
Kanji Shana, Moliram Vallabh.
Govind Nana Mistrv. P. Brijlal.
K.L. Desai, Narsi Parboo Kalian
1938

Hon. Presidenr:President:
Vke Pr..!sident:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:-

R.V. Patidar.
V.B. Patel.
N.M. Mi~try, D.U. Mistry, Moojee Master, Nathoo Bhaga, Ha\Jihhai ·y Patel.
P. Brijlal, Bapu M. De,;ai, Ranchod Kapitan.
Z.V. Parekh, P.S. Joshi.
Motiram Vallabh, Chotu Chiba.

V.B. Patel. Tribhovan G. Patel.
Gopal Gurdasmal Teikamdas.
Ranchod Kapitan, Z. Parekh, D.U. Mistry, R.V. Patidar, P.S. Joshi. C.B. Desai,
11.U. Mistry, Ranchod Nagar, J.V. Gokal, Daya Gopal, Ratanjee Khusal. L.P. Modi,
Trikam Naran, G. Gangadcen, Trikam Bhana.
N. Parbhoo Kalyan, Baboobhai D. Patel.
Jivanjee Pragjee Bhagat, Dayal Bhikha.
P. Brijlal, L.G. Desai,
J. Nana. Parbhoo Hari.
1944

Patrons:President:Vice President:

1936

Senetaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurers:Auditors:-

Ramchandra Teikamdas, V .8. Patel.
R.K. Kapitan.
Tribhovan C. Patel, P .S. Joshi, Trikam Naran, Bandu Gangadcen, Govind Nana
Mistry, Vallabh Soma, R.V. Patidar, B.U. Master, Vasant Na.gar.
N. Parbhoo Kalyan, Jasmat Nana.
K.L. Desai, Motiram Vallabh.
Mangabhai Desai, P. Brijlal.
Gopal Govind, Ranchod Parshottam.

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

V.B. Patel. J.V. Gokal.
Gopaldas G. Teikamdas.
Bandu Gangadeen, Trikambahi Bhanabhai, D. Gopal, R.K. Kapitan, Z. V. Parekh,
Ravjibhai T. Patel, Ranchodbhai Nagarjee, R.V. Patidar, P.S. Joshi, D.U. Mistry,
Trikarnbhat Naran, Ranchod Kalyan, B.U. Master, Ratanjee Khusal, L.P. Modi,
Jasmat Nana, Dalubhai Hansjce.
Dayabhai Bhikha, K. L. Desai.
P. Brijlal, Laloobhai G. Desai.
Daya Bhaawan, B.D. Patel.

Vallabh bhai B. Patel.
P.S. Joshi, D.U. Mistry, Narsi Parbhoo Kalyan, Z.V. Parekh, L.P. Modi,
Kanju Bhana Patel, P. Brijlal, Ratanjee Khusal, Gopaldas Gurdasmal.
Jagjivan V. Gokal, Nathoobhai Mistry.
Ratilal I. Parekh, Magan Bhagoo.
Ravjibhai T. Patel, H.K. Gokal.
Jasmatbhai Nana. H.S. Shah.

llM7
President:Vice President:Secrctarics:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

P.S. Joshi.
Gopaldas Gurdasmal, J.V. Gokal, N.M. Mistry, Dr. V.G. Patel, R.K. Kapitan,
L.P. Modi, D. Gopal, Ratanji Khusal, N. Parbhoo Kalyan.
N. Parbhoo Delwadia, Dalubhai Hansjee Mistry.
Bhanabhai F. Patel, Magan Bhagoo.
H.K. Gokal, Chotu Chiba.
Jasmat Nana. D.B. Patel.

llM9
President:Vice President:-

P.S. Joshi.
Gopaldas Gurdasmal, D. Gopal, Ranchod Valjee Patidar, Narsi Parbhoo Delwldia,
D.U. Mistry, L.P. Modi, Narsi Parbhoo Kalyan, Ratanji Khusal, N.M. Mistry.

140

141

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer :Auditors:-

Daya Bhagwan Patel, Dalubhai Hansjec Mistry.
Dhirubhai Premabhai Naik, Manilal Pragjee.
Ravjibhai T. Patel, Chotu Chiba.
Jasmat Nana, Dalubhai D. Mistry.

1950
President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:
Treasurer:Auditors:-

Z.V. Parekh.
P.S. Joshi, D.U. Mistry, P. Brijlal, Randhod Patidar, L. Mistry, D. Gopal,
N. Parbhoo Kalyan, Mohanlal A. Gokal, Ratanji Khusal.
Daya Bhagwan Patel, Magan Bhagoo,
Ratilal Gandabhai, Jeram Vallabh.
Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia, N.M. Mistry.
Jasmat Nana, Dulabhbhai D. Mistry.
1951

President:Vice President:Secretarics:Ass. Secretarics:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Z.V. Parekh.
P.S. Joshi, B.U. Master, P. Brijlal, Kanjce Bhana, L.P. Modi, Daya, Gopal,
Narsi Parbhoo Kalyan, Mohanlal A. Gokal, Ratanji Khusal.
Daya Bhagwan Patel, Magan Bhaga,
Harishchandra Arya, Ratilal Gandabhai.
Narsi Parbhoo Dclwadia, Daloobhai H. Mistry.
Jasmat nana. Chotu Chiba.
1954

President:Vice President:Sccrctaries:Ass. Sccretaries:Trcasurer:.
Auditors:-

P.S. Joshi.
N. Parbhoo Kalyan, P. Brijlal, Jasmat Nana Bhagwanjee, B.U. Mistry,
L.P. Modi, Mohanlal Gokal, Dr. Rassik Mehta, Ratanjee Khusal.
Magan Bhagoo, Govindjce Nagarjee.
Ramdev Vallabh, Ratilal Gandabhai.
Narsi Parbhoo Delwadia, Dalubha.J. D. Mistry.
Chotubhai Chiba, Dalubhai Hansjee Mistry.
1955

Presidcnt:Vice Presidents:Sccretaries:Ass. Secrctaries:Trcasurcr:Auditors:-

P.S. Joshi.
Jasmat Nana, Narsi Parbhoo Kalyan, Kanju Bhana Patel, Vanmali Prema,
Chimanlal Gopaldas, L.P. Modi.
Magan Bhagoo, Harishchandra Arya.
Venilal Modi, Ratilal Hansjce Bhatporia.
N. Parbhoo Dclwadia, Mohanlal A. Gokal.
Govind Nagarjce, Chotubhai Lalbhai Desai.
1958

Prcsidcnt:Vicc Prtsident:Secretarics:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Z.V. Parekh.
Jasmat Nana, B.U. Master, Ranchod Nagarjce, Dr. R.U. Mehta, Daya Bhagwan Patel,
D.U. Mistry, Kanji Bhana Patel, Vanmali Prema, L.P. Modi.
Magan Bhagoo, Venilal M. Modi.
Karsandas K. Prajapati, Gopal Daya.
Narsi Parbhoo Dclwadia, Dhirajlal H. Gokal.
Govind Naaarjce, Chotubhai L. Desai.
1961

Prcsident:Vice Prcsident:Secretarics:Ass. Sccretarics:Treasurer:Auditors:-

D.U. Mistry.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Naaarjcc, Narotam Karsenjee, L.P. Modi, Daya Bhagwan,
Vanmali Prema, Narsi Parbhoo Dclwadia, Darnodar Dhanjce, Kanjce Bhana Patel.
Magan Bhagoo, Venilal M. Modi,
Gopal Daya, Ratilal Gandabhai.
Govind Nagarjce, Dhirajlal H. Gokal
Chotubhai L. Desai, Chotubhai Chiba.
1962

President:-

Vice President:Sccrctaries:Ass. Secrctaries:Trcasurcr:Auditors:-

D.U. Mistry.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Nagar. L.P. Modi, Daya Bhagwan, Govind Prema,
Narsi P. Dclwadia, Damodar Dhanjee, Daya Gopal, B.U. Master.
Maaan Bhaaoo, Gopal Daya.
Premabhai Lalbhai, Manila! Morar.
Govind Nagar, Rarndev Vallabh.
Venilal Modi, Chotubhai L. Desai.
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1963

President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Z.V. Parekh.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Nagar, L.P. Mocli, Vanmali Prema, Damodar Dhanjcc,
Daya Gopal, D.U. Mistry, Vallabh Soma, Chotu Govind.
Magan Bhagoo, Gopal Daya.
M. Morar. Ravindra Narotam.
Govind Nagar, Ramdev Vallabh.
Chotubhai L. Desai, Ramjcc Lakha.
1964

President:Vice President:Sccretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Z.V. Parekh.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Nagar, L.P. Mistry, Vanmali Prema, D.U. Mistry, Vallabh
Soma, Chotu Govind, Daya Gopal, Nathoobhai Mistry
Magan Bhagoo, Gopal Daya
Ravindra Narotam, Vinod Vasanjce.
Ramdev Vallabh, Khusal Mistry.
Ramjcc Lakha, Dhirubhai C. Desai.
1966

President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

L.P. Modi.
J. Nana, Ranchod Nagar, Purshotam Brijlal, Narsi Parbhoo. Chotu Govind,
Harilal Jeram, N.M. Mistry. Manibhai K. Patel, Bawa Kanjcc.
Magan Bhagoo, Gopal Daya.
Bhogilal Pragjee, Ravindra Narotam.
Ramdev Vallabh, Khusal Mistry.
Ramjee Lale.ha, Ramjee Vithal.
1967

Pre~ident:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Sccretaries:Trcasurer:Auditors:-

L.P. Modi.
J. Nana, Harilal Jeram, Ranchod Nagar, Parshotam Brijlal, Narsi P. Dclwadia,
Chotu Govind, N.M. Mistry, M.K. Patel.
Magan Bhagoo, Gopal Daya,
Bhogilal Pragjec, Ravindra Narotam.
Ramdev Vallabh, Khusal Mistry.
Ramjce Lakha, M.Z. Parekh.
1970

President:Vice President:Secrctaries:Ass. Secretarics:Treasurer:Auditors:-

L.P. Modi.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Nagar, Parshotam Brijalal, Vanmali Prema,
Narsi Parbhoo Dclwadia, Dullabh D. Mistry, Manibhai K. Patel, Mitha Sokha.
N.G. Patel.
Magan Bhagoo, Gopal Daya,
Ravidnra Narotam, Vinod Vassanjce.
Ramdev Vallabh, Khusal Mistry.
Ramjce Lakha, M.Z. Parekh.
1971

President:Vice President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretarics:Treasurer:
Auditors:-

N.M.Mistry.
Jasmat Nana, Ranchod Nagar, Parshotam Brijlal, Narsi P. Dclwadia, Magan Parbhoo,
M.K. Patel, Dullabh D. Mistry, L.P. Modi, N.G. Patel.
Gopal Daya, Ravindra Narotan.
Vinod Vassanjec, Mohan Vassanjee
Khusal Mistry, Somdat Nana.
Ramjee Lakha, Z.V. Parekh.
1972

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Jasmat Nana,
N .M. Mistry, Ranchod Nagar, Magan Bhagoo, Narsi P. Dclwadia,
Dullabh D. Mistry, M.K. Patel, L.P. Modi, Mitha Sokha.
Gopal Daya. Ravindra Narotam.
M.Z. Parekh, Vinod Vassanjce.
Khusal Mistry, Rambhai Ooka Patel.
Ramjee Lakha, Magan Valla.

President:Vice Pre~ident:-

Jasmat Nana.
N.M. Mistry, Ranchod Nagar, Magan Bhagoo, Narsi P. Dclwadia, Dullabh D. Mistry,

President:
Vice President:-

1974

143

Secretaries:•
Als. Sccretaries:Treasurcr:Auditors:-

M.K. Patel, N.G. Patel, L.P. Modi, Mitha Sookha.
Gopal Daya, Ravindra Narotam,
M.Z. Parekh, Vinod Vissanjee.
Khusal Mistry, Rambhai Ooka Patel.
Ramjee Lakha, Mqan Valla.
1'76

Praident:Vice President:-

Sccretaries:Ass. Sccretaries:Treasurcr:Auditors:-

Rajnlkut Muter.
Jumat Nana, Amrit Shana, Bhoola Chila, Narendra Bhatt, Kantilal Modi, N.G. Patel,
Mitha Sokha, Narsi P. Delwadia, Ranchod Napr.
Gopal Daya, M.Z. Parekh.
Ravindra Narotam, U.M. Jokhaker.
Ramjee Lakha, Khusal Mistry.
Magan Valla. Doulat P. Desai.

1m
President:Vice Presidcnt:-

Secretaries:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurer:Auditors:-

Rajnikant Master.
Amrit Shana, Mitha Sokha, Nani P. Delwadia, Bhoola Chila, Rassik Parekh,
Jasmat Nana, Shantilal J. Mistry, D.C. Desai, Maaan Govind.
M.Z. Parekh. Ravindra Narotam.
Somdatt Nana, U.M. Jokhaker
Ramjee Lakha, Khusal Mistry.
Maaan Villa, Ramjee Vithal.

1979
Prcsident:Vicc President:Secretaries:Ass. Secretarics:Trcasurcr:Auditors:-

Rajnikant Master.
Jasmat Nana, Govind Naaer, Chotu Makan, Ramjec Nathoo, Shantilal J. Mistry, Rassik
I. Parekh, Dullabh D. Mistry, Bhoola Chila, Damodar Dhanjee.
M.Z. Parekh, Ravindra Narotam.
Ravjee Ooka, Natoo Vaga
Khusal Mistry, Ramjee Lakha.
Maaan Valla, Ramjee Vithal.
1918

President:Vicc President:Sccretarics:Ass. Secretaries:Treasurcr:Auditors:-

Rajnikant Master
R.C.I Parekh, Jasmat Nana, Govind Nagar, Chotu Makan, Rarnjee Nathoo, Khusal
Mistry, Dullabh D. Mistry, Bhoola Chila, Damodar Dhanjee.
M.Z. parckh, Ravindra Narotam.
Ravjee Ooka, Natver Vaga.
Shantilal Mistry, Ramjee Lakha
Bharat Atmaram Naran, Ramjee Vithal
1911

President:Vice Prcsidcnt:Sccretarics:Ass. Secrctaries:Trcasurer:Auditors:-

Rajnikant Master.
Jasmat Nana, G. Nager, C. Makan, R. Nathoo, K. Mistry, R. Parekh, D.D. Mistry,
B.C. Patel, D. Dhanjee.
N. Pandya (Bhatt), R. Ooka
Naiver Vaaa, C. Naran
Shantilal Mistry. R. Vithal
Bharat Atmaram Naran.
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INDIAN VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS BOER-WAR 1899 - 1902

H Kitchen; A F Lipandary; R Pandya; J Royeppen; R K Khan; MK Kotharee;
E Peters; D Vinden; V Madanjit; P K Naidoo; V Lawrence; M H Nazar; Rev Dr
Booth; M K Gandhi; M Royeppen; S Shadrack; L Gabriel; W Jonathan; Prof
Dhunde; SM Naidoo; D Dave; A A Gandhi.

Ranchod Va{jee
Patidar

Jasmat Nana

Nathoobhai
M Mistry

The old Crematorium built in 1918 by Narandas Damania.
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cANDJ..1 1

The new gas operated crematorium built in 1957. The Condolence Parlour on the
right was built in memory of Dayal Naran.

Gandhi Hall.
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The General Hospital - Johannesburg .
Some early pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya .

The Hindu Ward at General Hospital built by Sama).

148

The pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya on tour to Cape.

149

Some officials of Sama) with Swami Adyanand.

Pupils and Teachers during Rakshabandan.

Swami Ghananada at Gandhi Hall from left to right. Mr Thambi, Swamiji, P.S.
Joshi, N. Parbhoo, L.P. Modi.
Officials of Sama) at a function in May 1943 at Gandhi Hall.

150
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Independence Day of India August 1947, Youth with The National Flag.

Crowd outside Gandhi Hall.

First lrul.ependence Day of India August, 1947. The Flag held the wrong way.

153
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Singing the National Anthem - August 1947.

Scenes from a variety show featuring Kumarika Manda/.

A street scene on Indian lndendence Day August 1947.
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Scenes from a drama by pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya.
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Pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidya/aya.

158
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Paying Homage to the Ashes of Gandhi !4th -July /948.
Surendra Medh.

Pandit Rishi Ram with officials of Samaj, and pupils of the Vidya/aya.

The first Republic of India Day 26th January /950.

Pandit Ganga Prasad at Gandhi Hall.
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Officials of Samaj with th'! Mayor of Johannesburg at the Silver Jubilee celebrations
in /958.
Two scenes from the Cultural Programme during the Silver Jubilee.

Rart of the Large Audience at the Silver Jubilee celebrations.
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Part of the audience at the opening of the Silver Jubilee celebrations .
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Pupils of the Gandhi Bharat Vidya/aya.
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Pupils of Gandhi Bharat Vidya/aya /952.
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School Commillee 1958
From L to R: Seated
C. Chiba, Z. V. Parekh, N. Parboo, L. Modi, R . Nagai
Standing: M . Bhagoo, C. Desai, V. Modi, R. Ganda

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 1962
L to R Seated: R. Nagar, J. Nana, L. Modi, D. U. Mistry, C. Chiba
Standing: R . Ganda, C. Desai, V. Modi, R. Master.

168

169

Siaff of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya.

Farewell Junc1ions for teachers.

171

170

Sama} paying tribute to Zakir Hussein.

Actress Nirupa Roy honoured at Gandhi Hall.

172

173

At a reception for Ram Bhagat.
AT A SAMAJ FUNCTION
From L to R: NM. Mistry, M. Bhagoo, D. U. Mistry, Vallabh Bhaga, Bhikhabhai
Master

Staff & School Committee with P.S. Joshi.
Officials of Sama) at a Gold Mine with Ram Bhagat.

174
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A reception for a visiting dignitary.

Scene from a School Drama.
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177

T1rn .,n•11,·.1 Jro111 a School Concerl .

School Commillee /98 / -82.
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The General Commillee of the Sama).

(X)
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\
The Staff of Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya.

\

The Presiden1 of Sama) a1 !he las! funclion of rhe Sama). From L. to R. R. Ooka,
L.P. Modi, R .B. Mas1er, N.D. Pandya (Bhall), M.K. Pale/, N.M. Mislry .

Scene of a lypical General Cammi/lee Mee1ing.
Above: N.D. Pandya, R. Master, R. Ooka.
Below: Members of !he Commillee.

The las/ words al Gandhi Hall. From L. 10 R: R. Ooka, L.P. Modi, R.B. Masrer,
N.D. Pandya (Bhall), M.K. Pale/, N.M. Mislry, N. Parboo, R. Nagar.
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Models of the proposed new Lenasia Complex.
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