
MY ANSWER TO THE ANTI- S.A.I.C. NEWSLETTER SEARCH YOUR CONSCIENCE 
AFTER READING THIS BY A. RAJBANSI 

People in many countries used the system in their struggles after 
experiencing the folly in boycotting platforms provided by the 
authorities. 

The struggle against apartheid in South Africa is different to the 
struggles against colonialism in other parts of the world in that 
here we are not dealing with a foreign Government but with a group 
that is here to stay and according to a leading Senator, one must 
"Not underestimate their determination to survive". 
Taking our struggle in this context and especially the_~truggle and 
the impediments placed on our path in 'respect of communication with 
the authorities it is significant that one of our strategies should 
be to fight the opponents on the home ground; i.e. also fight them 
from within. 

Chief Gatsha Buthelezi quite correctly puts it as follows "We must 
fill the pockets of separate development until they burst at the 
seams and changes in tactics are not changes in outlook". 
For about a cen~ury we have had a bitter past in finding an open line 
of communication with the Government. The Natal and the South 
African Indian Congress adopted'a policy of contact with the South 
African Government until such time the Nation~list Party came into 
power and during the first half,of the period of this rule there 
was hardly any response from the Government for consultation. 

There are people within the struggle who believe that day to day 
problems ought to be ignored and "we shall overcome" by mouthing 
lofty ideologies from soap box platforms. 

From the quarters of the Anti S.A.I.C. Committee is pouring out 
untruths and volumes about the failures of the S.A.I.C. The fact 
that a s t atutory platform is provided makes contact with the 
Government a little . easy although we find talking to the Government 
to be very difficult and on numerous occasions there is unreasonable 
response to our legitimate demands. 

A lot of play has been made of the activities of the past and on the 
name of Mahatma Ghandhi. Mahatma Ghandi did not believe in boycott 
but during many periods in his campaign in India he used non 
co-operation as a , strategy. This non-co-operation was absolute. · 
One had nothing to do with the system and lawyers also had to give 
up their practices. The leaders of the Anti- S.A.I.C. campaign 
ought to set the first example if they want to continue using the 
name of Mahatma Ghandhi. 

In South Africa Mahatma Ghandi used his line of communication open 
with General Smuts and if there was a statutory line of communication 
he would have most certainly given it a try. The late Strinivasa 
Sastri and Sir Kurma Reddy are revered in South Africa for the role 
they played on behalf of the appressed people. Yet they were able 
to do this because they used "system" as agent-generals of · the 
Bri ti sh Government of India. ~ 

If people who use the system are tagged "sellouts" by the 
vociferous minority then can one called the All-India Congress 
sell-outs because they officially served and contested elections 
of th~ Reform Councils and the State Legislative Assemblies. 

Can .onetag Pundit Jawarharlal Nehru, Pundit Pant and Mohammed AlIi 
Jinnah as "collaborators wi th Bri ti.sh imperialism" because they 

realised the importance of serving on the ,Viceroys Executive 
Council. 

Important lessons can be learnt from these significant experiences 

and especially when we are fighting for righteousness and justice 

against a more difficult re~ime which is not a foreign Go~~:.nment. L 


.-, .,,-1\"l ' ~9/~ 3 
( 



The Anti- S.A.I.C. element's main argument is ideology. Other than 
that there has been nothing besides personality attacks and 
vituperations and deliberately putting into the background the many 
achievements of the Council. To print lies is an indication of 
bankruptcy in arguments against the Indian Council. . 

One picture of the public meeting about house price with the 
caption "WHERE WAS THE S.A.I.C." · is used in the Anti-: S.A.I.C. 
newsletter. Even the Chairman of the S.A.I.C. addressed the 
meeting. The truth was that the S.A.I.C. was involved in real 
work and its opponents indulging insoap-box ·oratories. 

There has been misconception about the Indian Council. People, 
some deliberately, misinterpret it as the political end for the 
Indian Community. We have made·it clear that we regard the Indian 
Council as only a channel of communiciation with the Government 
only for a transitory period and the constitutional future of 
South Africa would have to be determined ata meeting where 
representa~ives of all section of the community are allowed to 
attend. 

Idealism should not be regarded as an obsession. Bread and butter 
issues are equally important while the main struggle continues. 
There is need for the co-ordinating and harmonious relationship of 
both starategies where honesty and sincerety of purpose are OL vital 
importance. 

Since we all accept the temporary nature of the S.A.I.C. there is 
no need for agitation against it. Why all th~ -exercise and the 
building of an infrastructure against it when we all agree that it 
must go. 

The Government on the other hand has a planned route for the S.A.I.C. 
The Indian parliamentary proposals are not dead. Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi is piloting Kwa Zulu away from independence, the course 
mapped out by the South African ~overnment and it is important that 
we have people like the Chief in the S.A.I.C. to destroy the route · 
chartered by the Government. We have to a large extent destroyed 
the route to the Indian Parliament and we have to be there to ensure 
that this is killed when it revives. 

On the 30 September 1981 the Chairman of the President's Council, 
Vice-State President, Mr A.L. Schlebusch announced that the 
constitutional proposals will not be superfluous. This official 
statement puts the election and participation in the S.A.I.C. into 
more significance as the Government will take into very strong 
considerations the views of the S.A.~.C. when the proposals are 
released. 

Chief Gatsha Buthelezi is an excellen~ pilot of Kwa Zulu and we 
must pilot the S.A.I.C. ship with our own men and move it in the 
direction in accordance with the wishes of the people and not the 
Government. 

The Natal Indian Congress is on record with the Teachers 
Association of South Africa that the S.A.I.C. is not elected 
by the people. This criticism is now being answered and one 
must not run away from it. , 

I regard a sell out as the man who tells the poor people to 
boycott schools while he takes his child to private schools (White) 
or to posh _schools in London or Bombay; the one who asks you 
not to buy your home and promise 20 attorneys and Supreme Court 
Actio~ and vanishes while the S.A.I.C. ~s always there to assist; 
the one who asks the poor people not to pay rents while he pays 
his electricity account. 

Do not allow wrong people to pilot this ship and I follow the 
examples of Sastri, Sir Kurma Reddy, Nehru, Mohammed AlIi Jinnah 
and merely use the S.A.I~C. 

I say to the Anti- S.A.I.-C. forces "Keep lies out of your 
public~tions". If we invite all the people the S.A.I.C. ass~sted 
the g~thering will fill 50 Durban City Halls. 
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