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Programme of Principles 
of the 

"The· United South African 
National Party." 

I. 

The party acknowledges the sove
t eignity and guidance of Almighty God 
il! the destiny of peoples and coun
tries, and desires the development of 
the people of South Africa along 
<Jhristian-natiQnal lines, without pre
}udic~ to the right of the individual 
citfae~ to freedo{Il of thought, con
science and religion. 

Its object is the development of a 
predominant sense of South African 
't'ational unity, based on the equality 
-of the Afrikaans~speaking and Eng
lish-speaking sections of the com
munity, coupled with the recornition 
.and appreciation by either section of 
the distinctive cultural heritage of the 
-other. 

To this end, it seeks to unite in 
political co-operation all wflo, whether 
'hitherto members of the Nationalist 
or South African Parties, or standing 
outside of both those parties, are pre
pared to endorse the party's aims and 
principles, and to accept in good faith 
the obligations arising therefrom. 

II. 

The party takes as its starting- point 
the seven points of co-operation 
between the South African and Na
tionalist Parties, and on the basi8 
thereof sets forth its aims and prin
<iiples as follows :-

1. Principles and Spirit of GoveTn· 

ment. 

(a) The Government of the conntr:v 
-shall be conducted on a basis of South 
African national principles, and in a 
8pirit of South African national in
<lependence ic harmony with our 

sovereign independent status, as con~ 
firmed by. the Statute of Westminster. 
and the Status of Union Act, 1934. 

(b) It shall be the aim of the party 
to en&ure, in the government of the 
country. 

(i) The realisation of the national 
aspiration and convictions of the 
people of South Africa, with 
the motto, ''South Africa 
First"; 

Ui) The achievement of full nation$,!. 
u,nity in a ·spirit of devotiou. to 
South Africa, and of mutual con
fidence and goodwill, as the 
necessary bas.ill of our spiritual 
and material welfare; 

(iii) The promotion of a healthy feel,.. 
ing of national pride, based on 
the fullest appreciation of t he 
natiort's spiritual and cultural 
heritage in .11-ll its bearings, and 
the protection of the rights of 
every section of the population 
therein. 

(2) constitutional Position. 

(a) The unitary basis of a united 
South Africa shall be maintained in
tact, as laid down in the South Africa 
Act, and no authority or right in con
flict therewith, or capable of being 
applied in conflict therewith, shall be 

granted to any province or provinces. 

(b) The status of the provinces shall 
be maintained, with the extension, 
when necessary, and subject to the 
provisions of sub-section (a) hereof, of 

)Jrovincial powers and functions within 
the framework of the South Africa 
Act. 



(c) The maintenance is affirmed of 
the existing relationship betweea the 
Union and the British Commonwealth 
of Nations and co-operation with itR 
members, subject, however, to there 
being no derogation from the status of 
the Union, and no assumption of ex
ternal obligations in conflict with its 
interests. 

(d) While the party stands for the 
maintenance of the present consti
tutional position, no one will be 
denied the right to express his indi
vidual opinion about or advocate hi~ 
honest convictions in connection with 
any change of our form of govern
ment. 

(e) Without derogating from the 
i:,rovisions of the Union Flag Act, or 
from the place therein assigned to the 
Union Jack, the authority and power 
of the Union shall continue to be sym
bolished by our National Flag. . 

(f) The rights and privileges 
guaranteed to each section of the 
people by the Constitution shall be 
impartially maintained and safe
guarded. 

(3) Equal Language Rights. 

Equal language rights in respect of 
the Afrikaans-speaking and English
speaking sections of the populat10n 
shall in practice, in so far as the State 
ii. concerned therewith, be exercised 
and maintained in all respect, and in 
every part of our national life within 
the Union. 

(4) Agricultural Policy. 

(a) While the interests of the 
various sections of the population will 
all equally enjoy the attention and the 
care of the Government, the main
tenance and welfare of a healthy rural 
population will be the subject of spe
cial effort and application. 

(b) By the application of a pro
gressive land settlement policy, the 
establishment on a sound basis of an 
independent, self-maint~ining class of 
&mall landowners will be promoted. 

(5) Social Policy. 

A proper standard of living will be 
assured to the workers, and the exist
mg ".civilised labour" r,olicy will be 
maintained. The contentment and 
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welfare of the workers will be further 
promoted by instilling a sense of com
mon interest and mutual goodwm 
between employer and employee ; by 
8timulating confidence in the Govern
ment'a impartiality, and in its con
cern for the interests of the workers;. 
and by improving, wherever practic
able, wages and conditions of labour~ 
with a view to raising the workers' 
status and standard of living. 

(6) Native Policy. 

(a) An earnest endeavour will be
made to arrive at a satisfactory solu
tion of the native question along lines 
which, without depriving the native of 
his right of development, will recognise 
as i,aramount the essentials of Euro
pean civilisation. 

(b) It is recognised that a solution 
of the political aspect of this question. 
on the basis of separate representatioo. 
of Europeans and natives, or other
wise, being fundamental in character 
and not having hitherto been a matter 
of party division, should as far as. 
possible, be sought through agreement, 
and should be left to the free exercisEr 
of the discretion of the individual mem-
bers representing the party in Par
liament. 

(c) The recognition of the natives
as a permanent portion of the popu
lation of South Africa under the· 
Christian trusteeship of the European 
race is accepted as a fundamental 
principle of native policy, toget\iei
with the definite avoidance of race in
termixture, and the promotion of a 
~pirit of goodwill and mutual confiden
ce between the two races as being in 
the best interests of South Africa. 

(7) General Economic Policy. 

(a) The maintenance of nonfidence
in the economic future of the Union 
will be ensured by the protection of its. 
currency as well as of its capital as-
sets and resources, which serve to 
promote the progress and development 
of the land and its people. 

(b) The two great primary indus
tries, agriculture and mining, will be
recognised as the foundations of the 
eountry's permanent welfare, which is 
to be reinforced by the concurrent 



development of commerce and manu
facturing indt1Stry in such manner as 
will best promote its stability and 
self-dependence. 

(c) A sound and equitable financial 
policy will be followed, having regard 
to the necessity for economy in admi
nistration, the fair distribution of the 
burden of taxation, and the applica
tion, as far as may be equitable, of the 
country's wasting as~ets in such a way 
as to promote the development of its 
r,ermanent resources and to ensure its 
economic stability. 

(d) On economic grounds it desires 
to unite all sections and classeit that 
enjoy the right of existence, into a 
solid people's union, with a feeling of 
safety, and in a spirit of mutual trust, 
solidarity and joint national respon
sibility. 

(e) It therefore endeavours to create 
such economic circumstances which will 
ensure to every section a fitting lively
hood and that everyone, and particu
larly the economically we11,ker section,, 
shall be protected against any exploi
tation. 

(f) In this spirit the Party declares 
itself decidedly against any policy 
which has for its object the tendency 
to advance class warfare, or to sacri
fice any interests of the people in 
favour of organised capitalism. 

III. 

For the furtherance and develop
ment of its aims and principles the 
party stand8 for the following :-

(1) The just and equitable treatment 
of all parts of the Union. 

(2) The maintenance by the State 
of the principle of the public obser
vance of Sunday as a day of rest, with 
due regard to the liberty of the in
dividual citizen in the domestic sphere. 

(3) The recognition of the duty of 
the State to supervitte education in 
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:i manner which will ensure a national 
system, based on l!'Ound psychological 
and educational principles ; and the 
full recognition of the rights of 
parents, more especially in regard to 
the moral and religious training of 
their children. 

(4) The maintenance of public health 
and of a high standard of public 
morality. 

(5) The encouragement of desirable 
F..uropean immigration with the assur
ance of equality of treatment in thP 
Union, it being understood that .i 

~.tate-financed system of immigration 
under existing conditions is not desir
able. 

(6) The protection of the European, 
the coloured and the native popula
tion against Asiatic immigration or 
competition, while recogmsmg anrl 
maintaining existing rights of Asiatics. 
born or legally domiciled in the Union. 

(7) The assurance to all the peor,les 
of South Africa, white, coloured, and 
native, of fair and equal justice, of 
impartial administration, and reason
able opportunities for material and 
spiritual progress. 

(8) The maintenance of an adequate 
system of national defence, conceived 
with due regard to the status and 
situation of South Africa, and to its. 
requirements for protection against 
hostile attack. 

IV. 

Whenever and as often as may be ' 
found necessary, the Party shall 
rleclare and publish a programme of 
action which shall contain the demands 
for practical legislation. These 
demands shall, in so far as principle·, 
are connected therewith, rest m the 
basis of the foregoing clauses, which 
<'onstitute the political charter of the 
r,arty. 
























