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MN: Good morning.  My name is  Musa Ntsodi .  Today we 

are talking to  Just ice Thumba Pi l lay,  another  legend 

in  the s t ruggle against  apartheid.  We are at  his  

Greenwood Park home.  Just ice Pi l lay,  good morning 

and welcome.  

JP:  Thank you.  Good morning to  you.  

MN: And thank you very much for  invi t ing us  to  your 

home.  

JP:  Pleasure.  

MN: For s tar ters  wi l l  you please just  tel l  us  about  where 

and when were you born?  

JP:  Well  I was born on the 4th of  Apri l  1936.  I was born 

in  Durban and l ived al l  my l i fe  in  a  place cal led 

Clairwood,  which is  a  suburb of  Durban,  and s tayed 

there from the t ime I was born unt i l  1961 -  I think i t  

was -  and then moved out  of  Durban af ter  the Group 
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Areas Act ,  which resul ted in  many Indians  leaving 

Clairwood and set t l ing elsewhere.  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  your parents ;  where were 

they born?  

JP:  Well ,  both my parents  were born in  -  I think my Dad 

was born in  a  place cal led Greytown.  My mother  

was born in  Durban.  Both were South Africans and 

my father  was a Pol iceman,  and interest ingly enough 

at  the t ime that  he died -  when he died -  he was the 

highest-ranking Pol iceman in  the South African 

Pol ice Force -  ranking Pol iceman of  colour.  In  those 

days you couldn 't  go beyond a certain  rank,  and he 

had achieved the highest  rank when he ret i red from 

the Pol ice Force af ter  35 years '  service.  

MN: Can you remember his  rank?  

JP:  Yes,  he was a Senior  Detect ive Sergeant .  That  was 

the highest  rank achieved by a Pol iceman in  those 

days.  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  your parents '  educat ion;  

how were they educated?  

JP:  My Dad -  they weren 't  real ly,  as  far  as  I recal l ;  my 

Mum could not  have received an educat ion,  i f  I had 

to  say,  s tandard 3 or  4 ,  because in  those days 

receiving any kind of  educat ion was qui te  a  

privi lege.  
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  My Dad too,  I never  qui te  enquired what  educat ion 

he received,  but  he was -  I would assume that  he 

would have at  least  gone above the s tandard that  my 

mother  had reached -  but  he was very f luent  in  

Engl ish,  he wrote very wel l .  He came from a family 

which spoke Engl ish very wel l ;  and we were widely-

read people,  oddly enough.  

MN: Do you know anything about  your grandparents  from 

both s ides?  

JP:  Yes,  the interest ing thing about  my grandfather  on 

my mother 's  s ide is  that  he came from Mauri t ius ,  

and my grandmother  came from India.  How they met  

is  s t i l l  a  mystery but  he came from Mauri t ius  and 

she came from India.  

 On my father 's  s ide,  my grandfather  was -  also came 

from India and he l ived in  a  place cal led Greytown 

and he worked as  an Interpreter  in  the courts .  On my 

father 's  s ide we have a whole number of  men who 

were serving in  the Civi l  Service as  Interpreters  in  

courts  and so on.  They were fai r ly good at  

languages.  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  your s ibl ings;  how many 

were you,  and where and what  posi t ion do you have 

in  the l ine?  Are you the f i rs t -born and so forth?  
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JP:  No,  I had an elder  brother  who has  now died.  He 

was a musician and a very good one at  that .  I have 

another  brother  who emigrated.  He's  a  Canadian 

ci t izen.  He's  been away for  30 years ,  and I also have 

another  s is ter  who is  also in  Canada.  She 's  been 

away for  the las t  15 years  or  so.  I am the only one 

lef t  in  South Africa.  So there were four  s ibl ings  

here.  

MN: Are you the youngest?  

JP:  No I am the thi rd.  

MN: The thi rd?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: What  can you tel l  us ,  please Just ice,  wi l l  you please 

tel l  us  your his tory;  your school  his tory?  

JP:  Yes I was -  my early school ing was in  Clai rwood.  

Well  I s tar ted school  rather  late  because in  those 

days get t ing into school  was very very diff icul t  

indeed.  I think I s tar ted school  when I was almost  

10-years  old,  and i t  was a platoon-system and i t  was 

as  a  resul t  of  doing wel l  at  school  that  -  what  I,  

what  in  those days were cal led "double promotion",  

for  ins tance you got  from standard 2 to  s tandard 4 

and so on,  and that  i s  how I managed to  get  to  

matr ic  by the t ime I was 18.  

MN: Can you explain the platoon-system a bi t?  
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JP:  The platoon-system was a system which was very 

prevalent ,  i t  was used especial ly to  accommodate 

the Indian chi ldren who couldn 't  be accommodated 

in  the normal  school-system which,  you know, 

s tar ted from say seven to  two o 'clock or  whatever .  

The platoon-system is  a  system that  s tar ted -  you 

had two shif ts  -  the second shif t  would s tar t  at  two 

o 'clock and go on to  four  o 'clock and so on.  By 

those means schools  were able to  take a far  greater  

intake of  s tudents  that  they would normal ly take.  

MN: What  can you tel l  us ,  what 's  your memory,  what  

memory do you have when you were in  primary 

school?  If  you can go through i t  a  bi t .  

JP:  It  was an ex tremely exci t ing school  t ime.  I must  say 

that ,  you know, whenever I meet  people who were in  

school  wi th me in  those days,  we s imply enjoy and 

go into ecstasy about  talking of  those schooldays.  

Not  so long ago I had a reunion of  people who were 

together  in  Standard 6 almost  more than 50 years  

ago,  and i t  was qui te  an exci t ing evening spending 

t ime with people who you were at  school  wi th when 

you were,  you know, in  your teens  and meet ing them 

now, when they're  grandparents  and so on.   

 So,  they were very exci t ing t imes,  I mean,  despi te  

al l  the disadvantages  and the type of  school ing and 
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so on.  I think we didn 't  know any bet ter  in  those 

days,  but  we enjoyed whatever  we had.  And then 

Clairwood i tsel f  was a fantast ic  community.  I think 

i t  was one of  the most  vibrant  communit ies  that  ever  

ex is ted.  Despi te  al l  the setbacks you had people 

coming out  of  Clai rwood who achieved 

considerable,  who went  to  great  heights ,  despi te  the 

very deprived background,  i f  one can cal l  i t  that .  

MN: And from Clairwood -  where did you go for  your 

High School  or  your Secondary School ing?  

JP:  Oh yes ,  that  i s  also interest ing.  The only High 

School ,  in  my t ime when I was ready for  High 

School ,  in  Durban was Sastr i  Col lege.  

 A l i t t le  later  came,  as  I said the Sastr i  Col lege was 

the only High School  and there was a High School  

in  -  I think there was one in  -  Stanger  and there was 

one in  Newcast le .  And there was also a High School  

in  Umzinto.  So i f  you were in  Durban and i ts  

surrounding areas ,  Sast r i  Col lege was the only 

Col lege that  you could go to ,  in  my t ime that  i s .  

And Sastr i  Col lege would take into Standard 6,  

they'd  have from standard 6.  They've also had a 

Teacher 's  Col lege,  that  went  to  Sast r i  Col lege at  the 

t ime.  It  would only take,  say 120 s tudents ,  the top 
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s tudents  for  the whole Province would compete to  

get  into Sastr i  Col lege.   

 So i f  you did very wel l  in  your Standard 6 you 

would get  into Sastr i  Col lege.  And that 's  how Sastr i  

Col lege managed to  produce the cream-of-the-crop.  

If  you look,  from people 50 years  ago,  al l  the people 

who are playing -  people of  my generat ion -  who 

played a major  part  in  the pol i t ical  s t ruggle,  in  

educat ion,  in  medicine,  in  whatever  f ield ,  they 

would have their  roots  in  Sast r i  Col lege and lots  of  

the people from Clairwood went  to  Satr i  Col lege.  

MN: From your High School ,  can you ment ion names for  

us  of  people with whom you were at  the school ,  i f  

you can s t i l l  remember?  

JP:  Yea wel l ,  you know yes ,  wel l  look,  from -  George 

Sewpersadh,  for  ins tance came from Sastr i  Col lege.  

Oh,  nearly every pol i t ical  act ivis t  that  you can think 

of  the sevent ies  wi l l  have come from Sastr i  Col lege.  

My memory is  a  bi t  - I 'm t rying to  think of  names 

now. Anyway,  whenever they come to me I' l l  

ment ion them to you.  

MN: Okay.  And the teachers ;  your favouri te  teachers  at  

the school ,  or  the teachers  who were popular  at  your 

school  at  that  t ime?  

JP:  Are you talking about  Primary School?  
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MN: Primary School  -  [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Well  of  course I had qui te  a  few favouri te  teachers .  

One of  them was a man cal led BG Reddy whom I 

bel ieve is  s t i l l  a l ive today.  There was a Mr RG 

Pi l lay who eventual ly,  who l ived in  Clairwood and 

eventual ly became Inspector  of  Educat ion.  There 

was a Mr CG Pi l lay;  there was a Mr Chinappen.  

There was -  at  High School  -  there were the Narsoo 

brothers ;  the Lawrences;  the Josephs;  the 

Thumbadoos -  they were brothers ,  the whole range 

of  them there.  The Nair  brothers ;  Vasi  Nair  was one 

of  them; Dhama Nair  was another  one of  them. Pat  

Samuels  -  I ' l l  say also a contemporary of  mine -  who 

was also a teacher .  Incidental ly there 's  a  neighbour 

of  mine who is  wel l  into his  80 's  now, Mr SS 

Chet ty,  who was a teacher  at  Sast r i  Col lege.  There 

was Mr Subahn Khan.   

 These are al l  very famous names.  People who were 

teachers ,  who eventual ly held high posi t ions  in  the 

Educat ion Department  i t sel f .  There were lots  of  

others ,  but  as  I said I can ' t  jus t  qui te  remember their  

names at  the moment .  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  the community that  you 

were born and raised in .  What  kind of  a  

community…? 
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      [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  As I said,  you know, Clairwood was a very vibrant  

community.  You just  -  in  every endeavour that  you 

could think of ,  in  educat ion,  in  sports ,  in  pol i t ics ,  

in  everything you had people who achieved,  and lots  

of  them became teachers .  Lots  of  them became 

doctors  and so on,  despi te  -  as  I said -  i t  was a 

Cinderel la  suburb,  you know, where we s t i l l ,  a t  the 

t ime,  we didn ' t  have a sewerage system, we had a 

bucket  system. Poor roads;  poor l ight ing;  general ly 

poor development .  I mean,  you know somehow, how 

these suburbs  were neglected during Apartheid,  

then.  But  what  was important  about  Clai rwood is  

that  i t  wasn 't  jus t  an Indian suburb.  There were lots  

of  Africans  who l ived there,  there were lots  of  

Coloureds who l ived there and there were a 

sprinkl ing of  whi tes  who l ived there;  and there was 

never  ever  a  problem.  

 The relat ionship between people was just  absolutely 

wonderful .  I can remember a  whole number of  

coloured people who were our  neighbours  and we 

grew up as  chi ldren together;  and we went  to  each 

other 's  homes together;  you know, and we were 

t reated l ike chi ldren.  Clai rwood was unique in  that  

sense.  Clai rwood was unique in  that  sense.  
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MN: Was there then in  your community,  what  about  -  

were there any pol i t ics ,  I mean what  sort  of  a  

community?  

JP:  Yes,  i t  had a very act ive Ratepayers '  Associat ion;  i t  

had a lot  of  people who were act ivis ts  and members  

of  the Natal  Indian Congress;  and there were also,  

in  those days,  what  was cal led the Natal  Indian 

Organisat ion.   

 There were women from Clairwood who volunteered 

into the Passive Resis tance Campaign.  One of  them 

that  I can remember off-hand now is  Mrs Sarthamba 

Pi l lay.  She was one of  the f i rs t  Indian women,  the 

batch of  women that  went  to  Prison during the 

Passive Resis tance Campaign.  So there was a whole 

lot  of  act ivism in Clairwood.  

MN: I am interested Just ice Pi l lay,  what  sort  of ,   I mean 

what  were your subjects  that  interested you most  at  

school  during your days?  

JP:  His tory.  

MN: History?  

JP:  Without  doubt ,  yes .  I also did i t  as  a  major  in  my 

degree as  wel l .   

MN: So you -  that  was the only subject  you were 

interested in?  
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JP:  Yes,  yes .  Well  I think I was reasonably good at  i t ,  

yes .  

MN: When did you graduate at  Sast r i?  

JP:  1954.  At  least  I completed my matr ic  in  that  year  

and went  into the Univers i ty of  Natal  in  1955,  and 

the Univers i ty of  Natal  in  those days was for  Black 

people at ,  not  at  the Univers i ty i t sel f  where i t  i s  

now at  Howard Col lege,  but  i t  was and the classes  

were held -  i t  was cal led the Non-European Sect ion.  

Classes  were held at  Sast r i  Col lege and later  at  a  

place cal led -  in  Lancers  Road cal led Ci ty Bui lding.  

MN: What  sort  of  books did you read,  I mean besides  

what  was being read at  school  at  the t ime?  

JP:  You know, I jus t  read about  everything that  I could 

lay my hands on.  I can ' t  say anything in  part icular ,  

but  jus t  about  anything that  I could lay my hands 

on.  We had in  those days -  there were no l ibrary 

faci l i t ies  in  Clai rwood.  Eventual ly somet ime when I 

was in  s tandard 6 or  so,  what  we had was a mobi le 

l ibrary that  was run by the municipal i ty,  that  used 

to  come into Clairwood and we used to  be members  

of  that  l ibrary and borrow books and so on,  and I 

remember my very f i rs t  book was something by 

Kipl ing I think,  but  then later  on I jus t  read 
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anything that  I came across ,  pol i t ical  books,  books 

on pol i t ics  and so on.   

 So,  nothing in  part icular .  I can ' t  say that  I had any 

part icular  favouri tes .   

MN: When did you s tar t  at  the Natal  Univers i ty again?  

JP:  I s tar ted at  Natal  Univers i ty 1955.  

MN: And what  were you s tudying?  

JP:  Well ,  le t  me put  i t  th is  way.  When I went  to  Natal  

Univers i ty I had in  mind becoming a teacher ,  and i t  

was when I got  into Natal ,  wel l  I don 't  th ink I 

became pol i t ical ly aware but  even before that  I had 

become -  I would say that  I became pol i t ical .  

 Let  me tel l  you about  an incident  to  which I would 

t ry to  think back what  real ly made -  s tar ted my -  

when I became pol i t ical ly aware.  

 At  the t ime in  the 1950's  I don 't  th ink we were,  you 

know, conscious of  the discriminat ion as  kids  

because -we were,  as  I said,  you know -  Clai rwood 

was a vibrant  society and as  kids  we were just  

happy,  we didn ' t  know much bet ter  and so on.  

When,  s t rangely enough,  India gained i ts  

independence -  I think i t  was 1947 -  and suddenly as  

kids  and our parents  we could ident i fy with that  

country s imply because we knew that 's  where we 

came from and we -  you fol low?  
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 And India had -  when I was in  s tandard 6 -  India had 

i ts  Independence-day Celebrat ion.  Ja,  and then we,  

as  kids ,  thought  no we had to  celebrate that  day as  

wel l  because this  country had won i ts  freedom. I am 

not  sure to  what  ex tent  we were aware of  the fact  

that ,  you know, we didn 't  have the same freedom, 

but  anyway,  we wanted to  celebrate India 's  freedom 

and we wanted a day off  from school .  You fol low?  

MN: You said school  should close for  the day for  

celebrat ions?  

JP:  To celebrate.  Now I mean,  i f  you think about  i t  

today,  i t  was real ly  a  hare-brained thing.  Why must  

we get  a  day off  here to  celebrate on some other  

country's  independence?  But  that  was i t ,  you see.  

And I think that  might  have been at  the back of  my 

mind,  here was a country which had,  you know, 

fought  off  the shackles  of  oppression and 

colonial ism and so on.  I 'm sure that  must  have been,  

I can ' t  remember now, but  I 'm sure that  must  have 

been something which motivated us  to  say,  "wel l ,  

we want  to  celebrate".  

MN: But  what  -  [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  India 's  Independence Day.  So,  what  we did,  and that  

was the f i rs t  act  of  defiance on my part  that  I can 
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think of ,  i s  that  we decided to  boycot t  classes .  You 

fol low?  

MN: Yes.  

JP:  And a few of  us ,  I 'm not  sure whether  I lead the 

boycot t  but  I mean a couple of  my fr iends I can 

remember who were part  of  i t  and one of  them is  

now a Canadian ci t izen.  Anyway,  we s tayed away 

from school .  

MN: For the day?  

JP:  For the day.  Not  al l  of  us  did but  some of  us  did.  

And of  course on the fol lowing day we got  -  i t 's  the 

f i rs t  t ime that  I received corporal  punishment  in  my 

l i fe  and got  s ix  cuts ,  and that  maybe might  have 

been the s tar t  of  my pol i t ical  consciousness .  

MN: Yes.  You went  to  the Univers i ty of  Natal  to  s tudy 

teaching?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: What  changed your mind?  

JP:  Yes.  Now what  changed -  once I got  in ,  I real ised 

the inequi t ies  of  the system, you fol low,  that  here 

we were going to  a  Univers i ty s tudying af ter  hours  

but  not  being admit ted to  the Univers i ty i t sel f .  Not  

sharing the faci l i t ies  and the classes  where whi tes  

were tutored;  not  going to  Howard Col lege,  you 

know the campus and so on.  We were being taught  
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in  warehouses  and borrowing accommodat ion to  be 

taught  when there was s t i l l ,  when there was ample 

accommodat ion elsewhere to  accommodate us  and to  

be taught  wi th other  people who were being,  who 

were enjoying,  you know, much bet ter  faci l i t ies .  

And then I real ised that  "look,  i f  you are going to  be 

a teacher ,  you are jus t  not  going to  be able to  f ight  

this  system." I mean i t  was so discriminatory and 

teachers  were just  not  -  wouldn 't  dare enter  into 

pol i t ics  in  those days.   

 The pol i t ical  act ivism of  teachers  today is  jus t  a  far  

cry from what  i t  used to  be.  We never  talked -  

teachers  never  spoke pol i t ics ,  they were never  

organised to  -  wel l  they were,  they did have a 

teachers '  society but  nothing of ,  you know, of  the 

kind of  act ivism and the outspokenness  of  those that  

we see today.  And I real ised that  i f  I were to  

become a teacher  that  I was not  going to  las t  there 

very long,  I 'd  be kicked out .  Kicked out  of  the 

profession.   

 So af ter  two years  s tudying Engl ish and his tory and 

so on I decided that  I must  do law.  

MN: Who were your contemporaries  at  the Univers i ty?  

JP:  Oh,  that 's  interest ing.  Well ,  Mewa Ramgobin was at  

Univers i ty;  he came after  me you know. Ela 
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Ramgobin [Gandhi] ;  George Sewpersadh,  Louis  

Skweyiya;  Vuka Shabalala;  Galaki  Sel lo  who was in  

Lesotho;  there was a chap cal led Ernest  Gal lo  who 

died -  he was a pol i t ical  act ivis t  -  who died.  There 's  

Mac Maharaj ;  MD Naidoo;  Mac Maharaj 's  former 

wife Tim;  Phyl l is  Naidoo;  Selby Baqwa;  Don Kal i  -  

the names I can remember.   

 Oh,  there was Dr Herbert  Oshevokunzi  who was at  

the Medical  School ,  but  we were on the SRC 

together .  But  I think my whole act ivism star ted 

when I got  into Natal  Univers i ty.   

 We had what  was cal led at  the t ime a Students '  

Representat ive Counci l ;  i t  was cal led the Non-

European Students  Representat ive Counci l .  And we 

had our own SRC, separat is t  SRC; and within a year  

of  my get t ing into Univers i ty I became Secretary,  

and then I became Treasurer ,  and then I became 

Vice-President  and the las t  year  when I f inished 

Univers i ty in  1961 I was President  of  the SRC.  

 And then we -  there were,  what  was then -  we were 

very act ively engaged in  the protes t  against  the 

separate Univers i t ies  Act  -  wel l  i t  wasn 't  cal led 

that ,  i t  was cal led the Extension of  the Univers i ty 

Educat ion Act ,  some kind of  a  misnomer l ike that ,  

and which resul ted in  the es tabl ishment  of  al l  the 
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separate Univers i t ies ,  s tar t ing with the Univers i ty,  

the Sal isbury Is land one became the Univers i ty of  

Durban Westvi l le;  Turf loop;  and Zululand;  and so 

on,  al l  the,  what  we cal led the Bush Col leges  in  

those days.   

MN: Your father  was a Pol iceman?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: What  was his  name again?  

JP:  My father ,  his  name was Vasa Pi l lay,  he was wel l -

known as  Vasa Pi l lay.  But  let  me tel l  you something 

about  my father ,  which would be interest ing in  how 

i t  confl icted with my pol i t ical  act ivism.   

 In  the s ix t ies ,  you know that  Umkhonto we Sizwe 

was launched and then the sabotage and the 

bombings and so on that  took place,  and so on,  and 

lots  of  those people who were in  Umkhonto were 

people who were members  of  the Natal  Indian 

Congress  of  which I became a member.   

 Incidental ly in  1961 I was elected on -  my pol i t ical  

act ivism escalated,  you know, just  qui te  

unbel ievably soon after  I got  into Univers i ty.  The 

kind of  people I met ,  Mac Maharaj ,  Galaki  Sel lo ,  

and you know, these people were al l  pol i t ical ,  very,  

very pol i t ical ly-minded people and in  a  very short  

t ime I got  involved and in  1961 I was -  I think I 
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might  have been the youngest  person ever  to  have 

been elected onto the Natal  Indian Congress  

Execut ive,  and Dr Monty Naicker  was i ts  President .   

 Now, going back to  my father ,  my father  was a 

member of  the Pol ice Force.  

MN: Yes.  

JP:  And of  course,  there was an inevi table problem then 

because Pol icemen in  those days often had to  do the 

work of  what  was soon,  later  es tabl ished as  a  

Special  Branch but  also do Special  Branch work.  In  

other  words they had to  watch out  and,  you know, 

be vigi lent  against  pol i t ical  act ivis ts  and so on and 

when the Sabotage Campaign s tar ted,  you 

unders tand there was serious  problems about  the 

fact  that  my father  was a Pol iceman.  And in  fact  i t  

was -  i t  took qui te  a  whi le  before I was accepted 

into the ranks of  the Natal  Indian Congress  in  i t s  

Execut ive.   

 As a member there was no problem but  into the 

Execut ive there were a lot  of  people who were 

worried about  my -  the fact  that  my father  was a 

Pol iceman.  

MN: The reason why I was asking Just ice Pi l lay,  I 

wanted to  know what  was his  or  the family's  

react ion when you changed?  
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JP:  Precisely,  ja .  I must  tel l  you that  my father  was very 

support ive.  He was worried.  He was worried 

because -  and there were a lot  of  embarrass ing 

moments  -  because whenever a  bomb went  off  

anywhere in  Durban,  wi thin minutes  the Pol ice 

would arr ive home to see i f  I was at  home or  

whether  I was out  there set t ing off  bombs and so on,  

and my father  would be at  home and he would be 

ex tremely upset  that  other  Pol icemen would come 

raiding our home,  you fol low.  And i t  was 

embarrass ing for  him as  wel l ,  but  he never  ever ,  

never  ever ,  said to  me that  I should s top.  Never.   

 My mother  -  unders tandably -  was very worried 

about  what  might  happen to  me.  She knew that  I was 

pol i t ical ly act ive and she was always worried and so 

was my father ,  but  never  ever  have they said to  me 

that  "we think that  you should s top this  business  of  

being associated with pol i t icians  and so on." 

 It  was the source of  embarrassment  for  me,  i t  was 

the source of  di ff icul ty for  me,  because I could 

always sense unt i l  people real ly got  to  know me,  

that  there were some fears  about  what  they could 

discuss  in  my presence.   But  this  al l  d isappeared in  

a  very short  t ime.   
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MN: If  we can go back a l i t t le  bi t ,  to  your family.  Did al l  

your s ibl ings  go to  school?  I mean in  those days 

f inancial ly the family. . .  

     [ . . . in terrupt ion]  

JP:  My brother  -  my younger brother  became a teacher  

and he emigrated;  he went  to  Zimbabwe.  He went  

and taught  in  Zambia and then,  because 

opportuni t ies  were bet ter  there and so on and 

eventual ly he set t led in  Canada.  

 My s is ter  didn ' t  go beyond s tandard 6.  Apart  from 

my younger brother  who became a teacher ,  I was the 

only one who real ly went  to  univers i ty and furthered 

my s tudies .  

MN: Reasons for  not  cont inuing -  your s is ter  -  was i t  

f inancial  or  was i t  out  of  choice?  

JP:  No I think i t  was out  of  choice.  I think i f  they 

wanted to ,  I 'm sure my parents  would have bat t led 

somehow. It  was a bi t  of  a  s t ruggle too so I don 't  

th ink they minded too much that  she actual ly didn ' t  

want  to  go to  univers i ty.  

MN: Your father  was the highest  rank that  i s  ment ioned 

in  his tory.  

JP:  Ja.  

MN: Is  i t  in ,  do you know whether  i t 's  in  record books 

now?  
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JP:  You know if  you look at  Drum magazine around the 

s ix t ies ;  af ter  he ret i red,  Drum carr ied a whole ser ies  

of  ar t icles  on his  exploi ts  as  a  detect ive.  And now, I 

would even l ike to  get  my hands on that  publ icat ion 

and I always wanted to  get  to  the archives  somehow 

and f ind i t .  They ran a ser ies ,  a  ser ial  on some of  

these.   

 He was involved largely in  cr iminal  detect ion work,  

and I bel ieve,  at  the t ime,  that  he was a very good 

detect ive and he was known throughout  the country.  

MN: Going back to  your ter t iary educat ion.  What  was 

their  react ion,  did they encourage you when you 

changed?  

JP:  Very much so.  Now, you see my father  and the 

family were always involved in  some way in  the law 

i tsel f ,  and so,  you know, for  his  son to  now want  to  

become a lawyer was a great  thing for  him.  And 

unfortunately,  he ret i red just  when I had qual i f ied,  

jus t  af ter  I had qual i f ied and my greates t  regret ,  

insofar  as  my mother  is  concerned,  is  that  she died 

very young,  and she bat t led to  put  me through 

univers i ty and so on,  and she never  got  to  see me 

qual i fy.  She died in  the very year  that  I qual i f ied.  

And of  course,  the other  unfortunate thing is  that  
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my father  never  l ived to  see me become a Judge.  So 

he would have been very proud.  

MN: What  occasions can you remember during your 

s tudent  days at  the Univers i ty of  Natal .  I mean what  

-  as  you have al ready ment ioned that  you 've always 

been involved in  the s t ruggle.  What  events?  

JP:  Well ,  le t  me tel l  you about  the protes t  against  the 

Separate Univers i t ies  Act .  We had many protest  

meet ings .  We had a march on Parl iament  in  Cape 

Town,  a  torchl ight  procession through the s t reets  of  

Cape Town.  We were arres ted in  Cape Town,  put  on 

the t rain  in  Cape Town and sent  back to  Durban.   

 This ,  I can just  highl ight ,  this  is  one of  those 

incidents  at  the t ime.  There were very many protest  

meet ings  and pet i t ions  against  separate univers i t ies  

and al l  sorts  of  protes t  act ion at  the t ime.   

MN: The set t ing in  the classrooms.  How was i t?  I mean 

you said i t  was the Non-European sect ion. . .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: . . .of  the Univers i ty?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: How was i t ,  was i t  in  the set t ing was i t  Indians ,  

Africans?  

JP:  No no.  No.  That  is  very interest ing because,  you 

know at  the t ime,  what  always surprised me.  Let  me,  
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le t  me s tar t  -  what  always surprises  me is  that  when 

we talk  of  -  I 've read about  fr ict ion between Indian 

and African s tudents  at  the UDW and so on and 

some of  the univers i t ies .   

 It  a lways surprised me,  because at  the Univers i ty of  

Natal  in  the 60 's ,  and maybe even the early 70 's ,  

there was absolutely no fr ict ion between African -  

wel l  no discernable fr ict ion between African and 

Indian s tudents  or  Coloured s tudents  whatsoever .   

 We had a semblance of  Pan Africanism at  the t ime,  

but  not  espoused with any degree of  host i l i ty,  do 

you fol low,  or  bi t terness .  When i t  came to  the 

crunch we s tood together .  And as  I said when you 

talk  of  some of  my -  i f  you have some of  my 

contemporaries  that  I ment ioned to  you,  Vuka 

Shabalala,  Louis  Skweyiya and al l  of  them, there 

was never  a  problem. 

MN: Any female contemporaries  that  can you remember?  

JP:  Yes,  there 's  Zubie Seedat ,  who is  an at torney and is  

very prominent  in  the Law Commission at  the 

moment ,  then I've ment ioned Ela Gandhi ,  let  me 

see.  I 've ment ioned Phyl l is  Naidoo.   

 There were a whole host ,  and Radhi  Singh,  who was 

at  the univers i ty.  She became a lawyer,  one of  the 

f i rs t  Indian women lawyers ,  i f  I can remember.  She 
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lef t  the country af ter  her  husband JN Singh,  who 

was a very prominent  act ivis t  and member of  the 

Natal  Indian Congress ,  af ter  he died she lef t  to  

set t le  wi th her  daughters  in  Canada or  America.   

 There was Ansuya Singh.  She was not  at  univers i ty,  

but  she was qui te  act ive.  There were a whole lot  of  

others  as  wel l .   

MN: You also. . . [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Fat ima Meer.  

MN: You also ment ioned that  there were two different  

s tudent  bodies  at  the univers i ty.  

JP:  Yes a whi te and a black,  and the Blacks would have 

been al l  Indians ,  Coloureds,  and Africans.  

MN: How did they react?  

JP:  Well ,  you know, you had a l iberal  element  at  the 

Univers i ty of  Natal ,  and there was interact ion with 

them, you fol low?   We had,  what  was cal led,  

towards the end,  or  jus t  before I lef t  univers i ty,  

what  was cal led a Joint  Board of  SRCs,  which meant  

a  combinat ion of  the SRCs,  because there was 

another  SRC in Pietermari tzburg,  because there 

were two campuses .  There was one in  

Pietermari tzburg.  There was one in  Durban and then 

there was one at  -  which was cal led the Non-

European sect ion.   



 25 

 So you had a Joint  Board of  SRCs,  and a fr iend of  

mine who had passed away and who was also a 

pol i t ical  act ivis t  and whose name I forgot  to  

ment ion and I ought  to  have ment ioned,  because he 

was a great  fr iend of  mine,  was MJ Naidoo,  and 

there was also Paul  David who were at  univers i ty 

together  and these names wil l  come to  me as  I go 

on.  MJ Naidoo and I were elected as  the f i rs t  people 

of  colour,  as  President  and Secretary of  the Joint  

Board of  SRCs and I think that  must  have been 

about  1958.  

MN: You said that  you s tar ted,  you became pol i t icised 

when India got  i t s  independence.  

JP:  Ja,  I think i t  might  have been that  year .  

MN: Your pol i t ical  conscience appeared?  

JP:  Yes,  I think i t  might  have been then,  yes .  You 

know, i t  could have also been -  I think this  is  also 

interest ing;  i t  might  interest  you.  When I was qui te  

smal l  -  yes ,  I think this  is  very interest ing -  my 

father  joined the army when World War 2 broke out .   

 You'l l  probably know that  there were qui te  a  number 

of  Indians  who volunteered to  join the South 

African Defence Force,  and I think i t  must  have 

been -  I was very young at  the t ime,  because I was 

born in  1936,  war broke out  in  1939 and I think i t  
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was 1941,  so I could have been no more than about  

s ix-years  old when my father  joined the army.  Now, 

i t  i s  qui te  remarkable how much I remember of  that  

period and a lot  of  things that  happened afterward,  

that  I can just  vaguely remember.   

 In  fact ,  I can ' t  even remember too many names that  

you were asking me.  But  that  period of  my l i fe  I 

remember ex tremely wel l .  Now i t  i s  possible that  

my interest  in  his tory and my interest  in  pol i t ics  

s tar ted then,  because I' l l  te l l  you why.   

 My father  lef t ,  incidental ly,  some of  my other  

relat ives  also joined the Army and I can think of  

two other  people from my family.  One was a man 

cal led Seaman Chet ty,  who was also famous for  

having been the Empire Bantam-weight  Champion,  

boxing champion.  

MN: South African?  

JP:  South African Indian,  yes .  He was a Sergeant-Major  

in  the Army and another  cousin of  mine -  who has  

also died -  cal led Manikum Moodley,  so there were 

three people on my father 's  s ide who joined the 

army,  and my father  went  to  Palest ine,  he went  to  

Ethiopia,  Egypt ,  and so on during the war -  North 

Africa.  And as  a  s ix-year-old kid I remember 

l is tening to  the radio and we used to  get  BBC -  
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rather  we had those very old sets  and you could get  

this  crackl ing news from the BBC -  and I was 

ex tremely interested in  what  was happening in  the 

war.   

 I would l is ten to  Churchi l l 's  speeches al l  because 

my father  was there and every t ime we were 

wondering where he is ;  whether  he 's  al ive or  

whether  he 's  dead.  So I remember the war very,  very 

wel l .  So my interest  could have also s tar ted then.  

MN: When did you,  where can you say your ser ious  

pol i t ical   involvement  in  pol i t ics  was?  

JP:  Univers i ty of  Natal .  

MN: Univers i ty of  Natal .  And when did you?  

JP:  Let  me tel l  you,  the f i rs t  incident  that  I remember 

with great  clar i ty,  i s  in  1955,  Congress  of  the 

People,  Kl iptown.   

 I jus t  got  into univers i ty,  and people l ike Mac 

Maharaj  were there and so on,  and we were al l  

organis ing for  the Congress  of  the People and we 

used to  go out  and col lect  al l  the pet i t ions  from 

people you know. People had to  say what  kind of  

new South Africa they wanted,  and we were al l  the 

people who went  from house to  house and did that  

kind of  work.  And the day before the Congress  of  

the People,  there were two or  three busloads of  us  
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that  wanted to  go to  Kl iptown,  and a lot  of  us  from 

the Univers i ty of  Natal ,  and I could remember at  the 

t ime -  in  that  part icular  bus  that  I went  in  -  there 

was Bi l ly Nair ,  I remember very,  very dis t inct ly.   

 We went ,  and we were s topped by the Pol ice in  

Newcast le  because we didn 't  have permits .  The 

busses  didn ' t  have permits .   

 This  was part  of  the harassment  to  prevent  us  from 

get t ing to  Kl iptown.  And they actual ly turned the 

busses  around and sent  us  back to  Durban.  

MN: Excuse me Just ice,  can we. . .?  

RECORDING STOPPED /  PART A OF TAPE 1 

PART B OF TAPE 1 

MN: Welcome back.  

JP:  Al l r ight ,  le t  me just .  We were talking about  the 

incident  where a whole -  three busloads of  us  were 

turned back from Newcast le  by the Pol ice.  This  is  in  

sheer  harassment  to  prevent  us  from going there.  

They used the excuse of  the bus permit  to  turn us  

back.   

 So the whole three busloads of  people from Natal  

never  got  to  Kl iptown,  and I was amongst  that  lot ,  

and I' l l  never  forget  the incident  because they made 

us  get  out  and they took us  to  the Pol ice Stat ion in  
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Newcast le ,  took al l  our  names down and asked us  to  

walk back to  Durban.   

 So the buses  drove off  and we s tar ted walking out  of  

Newcast le ,  but  the buses  came back and as  we were 

just  walking out  of  Newcast le  the buses  came back,  

picked us  up and we came back to  Durban.  But  that  

i s  one instance of  Pol ice harassment  to  thwart  the 

success  of  the Congress  of  the People.   

 Bi l ly Nair  eventual ly got  to  the Congress  of  the 

People somehow but  there were a whole lot  of  us  -  I 

remember i t  was a bi t ter ,  b i t ter  July -  and we never  

got  there.   

 So that  was i t ,  you know, that  incident  s tands out  in  

my mind,  and you know when you are talking about  

-  i f  I can just  go back -  the impact  of  the Group 

Areas  Act  on,  i f  you take Clairwood.  Now, you 

know, i t  dest royed the very fabric  of  that  society.  It  

was a wel l -kni t ,  cohesive community,  hel l -bent  on 

get t ing a good educat ion.   

 Sports ,  you know, let  me give you a concrete 

example.  Soccer  was such a big thing in  Clairwood,  

where Africans and Indians  and al l  played together .  

There was some extremely good Indian footbal lers  

and I -  to  this  day I think i t  could only be the Group 
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Areas that  dest royed that ,  the sport ing spir i t  of  the 

Indian community.   

 When I look at  the sports  teams,  the soccer  teams of  

today and I wonder what  happened to  a  community,  

which produced such great  soccerr i tes .   

 You know, when I was a l i t t le  boy -  you cannot  

manage to  f ind one who can make the nat ional  team 

today,  you fol low?  And i t  i s  this  Group Areas  Act ,  

i t  i s  this  ins idious effect  that  the Group Areas  Act  

had on the l i fe  of  people and af ter  that ,  wi th  the 

Indian community -  wi th the Group Areas  impact ing 

as  i t  d id  on al l  aspects  of  l i fe  -  I think what  they did 

-  the real ly only thing that  they clung onto was 

educat ion,  educat ion,  educat ion,  and sports  went  by 

the wayside.  

MN: You -  earl ier  on -  you had ment ioned that  the 

Clairwood community was sort  of  a  mul t i -racial  

Indian,  African. . .  

JP:  Yes,  yes .  

MN: . . .does  i t  mean after  the Group Areas  Act  i t  a l l . . .  

JP:  Oh yes ,  everybody went  their  own way,  you know, 

everybody went  their  own way.  Large sect ions  of  the 

community -  the Clairwood people went  to  l ive in  

Chatsworth.  Lots  of  them went  to  l ive in  Is ipingo 
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and some of  us  landed up in  Is ipingo,  and then 

eventual ly here in  Greenwood Park.  

MN: When did you get  your f i rs t  pol i t ical  home?  You 

joined. . . [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Well  there was no quest ion about  i t .  I went  to  

univers i ty and i t  was s t raight  into the Natal  Indian 

Congress .  

MN: When was i t ,  what  year  was i t  again?  

JP:  It  was 1954,  55.  

MN: You also ment ioned that  there were no problem with 

your membership but  the Execut ive,  i t  was when. . .  

     [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  It  i s  not  that ,  there was never  a  problem with my 

membership as  long -  I was a member of  the Durban 

Central  Branch of  the Natal  Indian Congress  

because I'd  moved to ,  you know from the univers i ty 

I automat ical ly became just  fr iends with people who 

were from the Durban Central  Branch and became a 

member of  the Durban Central  Branch.  I was i ts  

Secretary,  there were t imes there were periods  when 

I was i ts  Secretary,  I was also i ts  Treasurer ,  the 

branch i tsel f ,  and then I rose quickly,  rapidly into 

the Execut ive.  That 's  when -  there was some 

uneasiness  from -  there was some uneasiness ,  

part icular ly from Dr Naicker;  but  Dr Naicker  and I 
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eventual ly became so close,  you know, that  I think 

he just  eventual ly accepted me as  a  bona f ide 

member and that  he could real ly t rust  me.  

MN: When did you become the secretary?  

JP:  Of the Durban Central  Branch?  

MN: The Durban Central  Branch.  

JP:  That  is  jus t  a  Central  Branch.  Well  that  must  have 

been in  the 50 's ,  between 58 and 61,  62,  

thereabouts .  

MN: From there whereon after  you. . .?  

JP:  Then,  rather ,  very rapidly in  63,  January 1963,  I got  

my f i rs t  Banning Orders  you fol low?   And that  was,  

and I think i t  was more related to  my act ivism as  a  

s tudent  protes t ing against  Separate Univers i t ies  Act ,  

even protest  against  the Ninety-Day,  the 

int roduct ion of  the Ninety-Days detent ions ,  the laws 

and so on.  Detent ion Without  Trial ,  that  resul ted in  

me on New Year 's  Day 1963 being served with 

banning orders .   

 It  was served and then I was banned for  the period 

of  f ive years ,  then in  1968 i t  was renewed again for  

another  f ive years  so I served ten years  out  of ,  

vi r tual ly out  of  pol i t ics ,  off icial ly out  of  pol i t ics .  

But  that  didn ' t  deter  me from doing some kind of  

work.  
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MN: When did you graduate from the univers i ty?  

JP:  61.   

MN: 61.  

JP:  So I qual i f ied in  61,  admit ted as  an at torney in  

1962.  

MN: So the banning came after  you 've graduated?  

JP:  Yes.  When I qual i f ied,  I went  to  pract ice in  Port  

Shepstone with George Sewpersadh.  George 

Sewpersadh and I qual i f ied just  about  the same 

t ime;  f inished our Art icles ;  and we s tar ted off  a  

pract ice in  Port  Shepstone;  the f i rs t  people of  

colour to  s tar t  a  pract ice in  Port  Shepstone.   

 Now we had a very hard t ime in  Port  Shepstone 

from the Magis t rates  who were there.  They were al l  

whi te  of  course,  in  those days.  They despised us ,  

they gave us  -  they were rude to  us ,  we reached a 

s tage where people we defended had l i t t le  or  no 

chance of  acqui t tal  because these Magis t rates  were 

so prejudiced against  George Sewpersadh and I,  who 

happen to  have l inks  -  pol i t ical  l inks  -  and l inks  

especial ly wi th a  person cal led Roley Arenstein,  

who was then a lawyer,  who was a very prominent  

lawyer at  the t ime.   

 I 'm sure you would have heard of  him,  a  member of  

the South African Communist  Party,  who died not  so 
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long ago,  and one of  the most  prominent  lawyers  of  

the t ime,  and one of  the most  commit ted lawyers  of  

the t ime,  insofar  that  the Struggle is  concerned,  and 

when you talk  of  commit tment  of  a  lawyer during 

the Struggle,  people l ike Roley Arenstein,  in  my 

mind,  wi l l  s tand out  amongst  al l  the others  who 

came later  on.  

MN: So your banning. . .?  [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  I worked with Roley Arenstein for  a  whi le  and I 

know the kind of  person he is .  George Sewpersadh 

and I -  jus t  to  go back -  we went  to  Port  Shepstone -  

we s tar ted a pract ice there but  we had an ex tremely 

hard t ime.  We were made most  unwelcome by the 

magis t rates  in  that  area.  We pract ised for  s ix  

months  and then I had news coming,  wel l  there,  via 

the grapevine,  that  Government  was going to  serve 

me with a Banning Order  because there were Special  

Branch pol icemen,  you know, making enquir ies  of  

my act ivi t ies ,  where I go to  and where,  you know, in  

my house,  my telephone number,  my date of  bi r th .  

That  was a sure s ign that  they were going to  serve 

you with a Banning Order .  I might  even have a copy 

of  that  here that  you can have a look at ,  somet ime.  

And,  so George Sewpersadh and I decided that ,  

"wel l  look,  i f  I am going to  be banned and i f  -  
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chances  are that  he was also act ive and he might  

also be banned,  that  we were not  going to  be banned 

in  a  place,  Port  Shepstone,  so far  away from 

Durban.”  

 So we sold our  pract ice and moved to  Durban.  When 

I moved to  Durban the f i rs t  arres t  took place under 

the Sabotage Act .  Bi l ly Nair ;  Kurnick Ndhlovu;  

Ebrahim Ismai l ;  there were 16 in  al l  charged under 

the Sabotage Act ;  and then I got  involved in  that  

Trial .  Now, that  was my f i rs t  big Trial  in  which I 

was involved through Roley Arenstein.   

MN: What  impact  did the pol i t ical  banning of  the 60 's  

have in  your pol i t ical  l i fe ,  you know?  

JP:  Well ,  you know, the Pol ice in  those days were 

ex tremely vigi lant  and there 's  very l i t t le  scope for  

you,  even clandest inely,  to  work because I mean 

they watched you.   

 They sat  in  their  cars  looking r ight  in  your home,  

whenever you were at  home,  you unders tand,  you 

had to  report  to  the Pol ice Stat ion and so on.  But  

despi te  that ,  you fol low,  we found ways and means 

of  communicat ing with each other .  

RECORDING STOPPED -  ON RESUMPTION 
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MN: Welcome back.  Just ice Pi l lay,  can you tel l  us  about  

the -  as  you were tel l ing us  about  the impact  of  the 

banning that  i t  had on your pol i t ical  act ivism.  

JP:  Al l r ight .  Okay,  as  I said,  the Securi ty Pol ice were a 

part icular ly vigi lant  lot  at  that  t ime,  and they were 

of  course,  far  more brutal  than the fel lows who were 

less  sophis t icated than the Pol ice of  the 80 's  and the 

90 's ,  and so on.   

 They would keep an eye on you vir tual ly,  you know, 

on a regular  basis ;  but  they would tap your phones 

as  you know that  they have done r ight  up to  the 

advent  of  democracy,  but  despi te  al l  that ,  despi te  

their  vigi lance and despi te  the harassment  and so 

on,  we found ways and means of  communicat ing 

with other  and keeping in  contact  wi th each other .   

 That  does  not  mean to  say that  of  course,  there were 

not  occasions when we were caught  out  as  wel l .  I 

can think of  at  least  two incidents  that  come to  

mind now, that  where we were actual ly caught  

breaking our Banning Orders .  And one of  them was 

-  there was a member of  the a  Secretary of  the Natal  

Indian Congress ,  at  the t ime,  and now a member of  

Parl iament ,  Kay Moonsamy,  and a member of  the 

Communist  Party.   
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 We had a meet ing with him -  and he was banned at  

the t ime -  in  a  cigar  factory in  Clai rwood and I 

think Ebrahim Ismai l  was also at  that  meet ing.  It  

was late  at  night  and the Pol ice somehow got  wind 

of  i t  and surrounded this  factory and arres ted al l  of  

us .  There was a case as  a  resul t  of  that  and so on.  

 There was another  occasion af ter  I had qual i f ied and 

become a lawyer.  We were defending MD Naidoo;  

he was charged with Sabotage and eventual ly went  

to  Robben Is land and he -  I had three partners  at  the 

t ime,  the late  Ebrahim Goga;  Hassim Seedat  who 

was also detained at  the t ime,  and myself  -  and 

s ince I couldn 't  communicate wi th MD Naidoo,  

because we were both banned,  my partner  Ebrahim 

Goga was the one who handled the defence when he 

was charged;  and incidental ly our  Late Chief  

Just ice,  Ismai l  Mohamed,  was the counsel  in  the 

case.   

 And I was communicat ing with MD i l legal ly,  at  the 

t ime,  and then the Pol ice burs t  in  and caught  us  

breaking our Banning Orders .   

 Those are two incidents  to  just  give you an example 

of  how vigi lant  they were,  how they used to  spy on 

us .  But  despi te  al l  that ,  you fol low,  unless  you 

wanted to  real ly use that  as  an excuse for  not  
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part icipat ing in  pol i t ics ,  and you found i f  you were 

suff icient ly dedicated,  you found ways and means of  

breaking your Banning Orders  so that  you s t i l l  kept  

in  contact  wi th mainstream-thinking at  the t ime.  But  

i t  was very disrupt ive on family l i fe .  Now, three 

years  af ter  I was banned,  

 I got  married in  1965,  and I had to  get  permission  

 to  have a wedding and so they al lowed me a f ixed  

 number of  guests  for  my wedding.  I think i t  was  

 about  a  hundred,  and I had to  give them a l is t  of  al l   

 the people I invi ted and they  were present .  Pol ice  

 were present  at  my wedding,  and they al lowed me 

one hour at  my wedding and they refused me 

permission to  at tend my own recept ion,  and my wife 

had to  at tend the wedding recept ion on her  own.  It  

was dest ruct ive,  insofar  as  family l i fe  also is  

concerned in  that ,  you know, you couldn 't  go out  

wi th your chi ldren and do the things that  people 

normal ly do with their  chi ldren,  wi th the resul t  that  

I spent  a  lot  of  t ime at  my home.  

 But  of  course the posi t ive spin-off  was that  I 

learned things l ike carpentry and paint ing and 

woodwork and bui lding and so on,  and i t  was things 

that  kept  me occupied for  the ten years .  
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MN: Just ice can you tel l  us  about  your wife and your 

chi ldren,  their  names?  

JP:  Yes,  my wife was a teacher  and she was ex tremely 

support ive during this  t ime.  She was not  involved in  

pol i t ics  but  when she married me she real ised that  

this  was going to  be a new world al together ,  and 

then the Banning came which made things ex tremely 

diff icul t ,  but  she coped very wel l .  And my chi ldren 

also,  wel l  they were very young,  and they real ised 

what  this  was al l  about  so they became pol i t ical ly 

conscious and in  their  s tudies  they did ex tremely 

wel l  and they are al l  very independent  people today.  

MN: Have you ever  been detained?  

JP:  Yes,  for  one long -  fai r ly long -  period and others  

very short  periods  but  the one in  the 1980's  that 's  

when I was held in  sol i tary here at  Brighton Beach,  

and then held at  the Modderbee Prison in  Benoni  for  

three months ,  wi thout  t r ial .  

MN: Without  t r ial?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  the experience,  I mean,  i f  you 

were tor tured.  Were you tortured?  

JP:  No,  I wasn 't .  I th ink by that  t ime,  that  I gained 

suff icient ly in  s tature as  a  lawyer who was fai r ly 

wel l -known in the community and in  the country,  
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and I think that  gave me some protect ion that  I 

wasn 't  tor tured al though I was asked to  make 

s tatements  and so on which I refused to  make.   

 Of course the sol i tary confinement  is  tor ture in  

i t sel f ,  but  I was never  physical ly abused al though I 

was sworn at  and so on,  but  never  physical ly 

abused.  

MN: And when did you. . . [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Unl ike some of  the other  people who were detained 

with me,  at  the t ime,  and before.  

MN: When did your banning end?  

JP:  1973.  

MN: Did you -  went  back to  pol i t ical  act ivi ty?  

JP:  Yes,  not  long af ter  that .  

MN: Immediately?  

JP:  Yes,  but  not  long af ter .  

MN: Not  long af ter .  

JP:  Yes.  We -  at  that  t ime soon after  my Banning 

Order 's  expired -  then I think came the t r icameral  

system and then I got  involved in  the protes ts  

against  the t r icameral  system. About  1976 I got  my 

passport  back;  I appl ied and I got  my passport .  In  79 

-  or  is  i t  now in 79?  -  yes ,  I went  to  London and we 

had a meet ing in  London with Dr Dadoo and 

amongst  those who were present  at  that  meet ing was 
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Mac Maharaj ,  Aziz  Pahad,  Dr Dadoo.  Did I ment ion 

Mac Maharaj?  

MN: Yes.  

JP:  Praveen Gordhan,  Roy Padayachee,  wel l  now, yes  I 

think,  I think that  was about  i t .  We discussed the 

t r icameral  system and whether  i t  was a quest ion of  

part icipat ion or  non-part icipat ion in  the system and 

we debated i t  and eventual ly Dr Dadoo said to  us ,  

"wel l ,  you chaps are on the scene".  

 We had different  points  of  view about  going in ,  you 

fol low,  and making i t  not  work and they had a 

boycot t ,  that  was the other  view of  complete boycot t  

and so on.  I took a boycot t  s tand and eventual ly Dr 

Dadoo's  views were that  "wel l  you chaps are on the 

scene,  you are best  able to  make the decis ion and 

you make the decis ion.  Whatever  i t  i s ,  we'l l  s tand 

by you." 

MN: And when did you return to  the country?  

JP:  No,  i t  was just  a  short  vis i t ,  i t  was just  a  

clandest ine vis i t .  It  wasn 't  a  -  i t  was a Top Secret  

Mission and nobody was supposed to  know about  i t ,  

maybe i t  i s  the f i rs t  t ime i t  i s  being made publ ic .  

MN: And what  did you do when you came back?  

JP:  We probably got  involved in  the boycot t  of  the 

t r icameral  and then the whole Boycot t  movement  
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s tar ted and then of  course you know the resul ts  of  

that ,  about  only I think 10% of the Indians  voted in  

that .   

 It  was an ex tremely successful  boycot t  of  the 

t r icameral .  It  was wel l  organised and so on,  and 

soon after  came the UDF. 

MN: And did you get  involved in  the format ion of  the 

UDF?  

JP:  Very much so,  yes .  Let  me tel l  you something of  

how the UDF star ted.  

MN: Can we pause?  

RECORDING STOPPED -  ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back.  Just ice Pi l lay,  let 's  backtrack at  that  

and go back to  the ‘60 's  when the pol i t ical  

organisat ions  were banned.   

JP:  Yes.  

MN: What  impact  did i t  have on the pol i t ical  scenario in  

the country?  

JP:  Yes.  Why let  me tel l  you,  insofar  as  Natal  i s  

concerned,  maybe i t  a lso appl ies  to  the Transvaal .  

Soon after  the banning of  the ANC, i t 's  a  view that  I 

hold and I may be wrong,  but  I think the f lags  of  the 

ANC were kept  f lying in  this  province at  least  by 

the Natal  Indian Congress .  And there were very few 

African Act ivis ts  that  I knew -  af ter  the banning of  
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the ANC -  who actual ly cont inued to  play an act ive 

part  except  via MK and so on which was -  which 

came into ex is tence about  that  t ime,  but  the ANC, 

the f lag,  the pol icies  and al l  their  aspirat ions  were 

ar t iculated by the Natal  Indian Congress ,  and I think 

I can say that  wi thout  fear  of  contradict ion.  With 

the l ikes  of  MD Naidoo,  Phyl l is  Naidoo,  MJ Naidoo,  

Paul  David,  me,  Farouk [Meer] ,  JN Singh -  he was 

banned at  the t ime -  a  whole group of  people and 

you would also f ind that  a  large number of  Indian 

Act ivis ts  went  into the MK and I think in  that  lot  

there were qui te  -  I can think of  at  least  seven of  

that ,  seven or  eight ,  of  that  or iginal  16 from Natal  

who were the f i rs t  group of  people charged under 

the Sabotage Act  in  1964,  seven or  eight  of  that  16 

were Indian.  And,  yes  maybe you want  to  know 

whether  I joined the underground at  that  t ime,  the 

MK. 

MN: Yes.  

JP:  No,  I didn ' t .  I d idn ' t  even know of i t s  ex is tence.  I 

know there was talk  about  i t .  I d idn ' t  know that  i t  

had -  i t  had any -  been formal ised in  any way,  and 

the only t ime that  I came to  know that  i t  was. . .  I 

know there was talk  about  i t ,  I know there was talk  
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about  the armed s t ruggle.  When Mandela -  oh yes ,  

this  is  interest ing.   

 When Mandela was being very much sought  af ter ,  

you remember at  the t ime that  he was cal led "The 

Black Pimpernel ."  He had been to  Africa,  and I 

think he had been to  Algeria ,  he had seen -  was i t  -  

Bomedian,  he had seen a whole lot  of  African 

leaders  and he s l ipped into the country.  I am not  

sure,  whether  i t  was 1961 or  1962 he was arres ted.  

It  was August  '62.  

 When he came into the country he came to  Natal ,  

and we met  him in safe houses .  I think one of  the 

meet ings  we had -  was i t  Reservoir  Hi l ls  -  where he 

sat  and he spoke to  a  whole lot  of  NIC act ivis ts  

about  his  t r ip  to  Africa,  about  the armed s t ruggle,  

etc .  etc .  And there was a debate going on with the 

NIC,  wi thin the NIC,  whether  the armed s t ruggle 

was something which,  which was something 

feasible,  which should be supported and so on,  and 

my recol lect ion is  that  Dr Monty Naicker  took a 

very neutral  s tand on the thing,  you fol low,  that  he 

wouldn 't  support  i t ,  but  i f  there were people who 

took part  in  the arms-st ruggle he would unders tand 

i t .  You fol low?   
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 Then there were a whole ser ies  of  arres ts  and 

detent ion and being a lawyer at  the t ime who was a 

NIC man,  and so on,  I got  involved in  the thing.  

And then,  i t  was only then that  I real ised that  there 

were people who were working with me and were 

act ive with me in  the NIC,  who were also members  

of  Umkhonto.  You fol low?   

 And I was never  recrui ted into -  I was spoken to  at  

some s tage by someone who came from -  I can ' t  

remember the name of  the man who came from 

London to  speak to  me about  the armed s t ruggle -  

his  name escapes  my mind.   

 I was spoken to  about  i t  but  I never  joined and I 

could unders tand in  a  way that  a  lot  of  us  who were 

laywers  and professionals  and so on were kept  out  

of  the Umkhonto.  And you 'l l  f ind that  the people 

who actual ly joined Umkhonto,  who actual ly were 

involved in  sabotage at  the t ime,  were lots  of  chaps 

who were could I,  can I say just  "working class  

chaps" -  and they were involved,  s tudents  and so on.  

Like Ebrahim Ismai l ,  Dorasamy,  there was Sonny 

Singh,  and a whole lot  of  others ,  and I would 

imagine that  they might  have del iberately kept  out  

certain  high-profi led people out  of  Umkhonto.  But  

when they were al l  arres ted and so on,  you know, of  
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course,  we al l  came into the picture at  that  t ime and 

that 's  when i t  -  the real i ty of  i t s  ex is tence s t ruck us .  

MN: You also said that  the NIC or  the Execut ive of  i t  

fel t  that  i t  was on individual  basis .  

JP:  That 's  r ight ,  yes .  It  never  decried the armed 

s t ruggle.  It  unders tood the armed s t ruggle but  i t  

never  act ively supported i t .  

MN: What  was your personal  opinion on the armed 

s t ruggle?  

JP:  Well  had I been approached I would have supported 

i t ,  I th ink.  

MN: But  what  was your -  I mean you said your 

col leagues. . .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: . . .even though you learned that  later  on.  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: But  did you feel  i t  was just  or  was i t . . .?  

JP:  No i t  was absolutely just i f ied,  because I mean,  I 

mean what  else,  I mean everything was t r ied at  the 

t ime,  i t  was ful ly jus t i f ied as  far  as  I am concerned 

but  whether  i t  was -  you know whether  i t  was going 

to  get  us  anywhere was another  mat ter .  

MN: Tel l  me,  what  is  your opinion at  that  t ime,  the 

relat ions  between the NIC and the ANC. Would you 
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say the NIC was some sort  of  a  sub-branch of  the 

ANC? 

JP:  Absolutely,  that 's  how I would perceive i t .  

Everything that  the ANC did at  the t ime al though i t  

was banned i t  was done through the NIC.   

MN: And what  about  the relat ionship between the NIC 

and the PAC because the PAC branched out  of  the 

ANC? 

JP:  Yes,  but  there were never  any interact ion between 

the PAC and the NIC.   

MN: So i t  was only the NIC and ANC? 

JP:  It  was only the NIC and ANC. 

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  the Rivonia Trial?  

JP:  Well ,  what  is  i t  you want  to  know?  Let  me see.  

 Well  i t  took place in  Johannesburg;  i t  was removed 

from us.   But  oh yes ,  let  me tel l  you this  for  i t  i s  

related to  the Rivonia Trial .   In  61,  when Nelson 

Mandela came to  Durban,  I was asked to  do a 

certain  miss ion,  perform a certain  mission which 

was top secret  and you know at  the t ime that  

Mandela was real ly sought  af ter  throughout  the 

country and I wasn 't  to ld  what  i t  was,  and my 

fr iend,  MJ Naidoo who was President  of  the NIC,  

and I were told that  there is  something that  we have 

to  do and we weren 't  to ld  what  we were going to  do,  
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and we were approached by a man cal led MP 

Naicker .  Now MP Naicker  was a member of  

Umkhonto who became an ex i le ,  he lef t  short ly af ter  

the breakthrough with the arres ts  of  MK. There were 

a pol ice breakthrough and he lef t  the country and he 

was the man who approached MJ and I to  go to  a  

place in  Clare Road in  Clare Estate;  wai t  at  the 

garage -  i f  I remember correct ly i t  was a Mobil  

garage -  wai t  at  the garage in  your car  s i t  there and 

just  wai t ;  and somebody wil l  approach you and you 

do what  he asks  you to  do.  

 We went  and we sat  outs ide this  garage in  the car ,  I 

was driving,  MJ was my companion,  and lo  and 

behold i t  was Nelson Mandela who approached the 

car ,  you fol low?  And we then drove him to Stanger  

to  see Chief  Luthul i  and I bel ieve that  at  the t ime 

that  he was going to  speak to  Chief  Luthul i  about  

the armed s t ruggle.  We drove Nelson Mandela to  

Stanger;  we lef t  him in Stanger  and somebody else -  

we lef t  him at  the home of  a  Dr Somasundaram, and 

I bel ieve he might  have arranged to  have Nelson 

Mandela taken to  Groutvi l le  to  see Chief  Luthul i .   

 How that  was arranged,  I don 't  know, but  that  was 

the mission that  we performed and which Madiba 

remembers  very wel l  when I ment ioned i t  to  him,  
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when we went  to  Oslo together .  And I think i t  was 

two days later  that  he was arres ted in  Howick.   

MN: I would l ike to  bel ieve that  in  the same Trial  

members  -  a  certain  number of  the NIC members  

were there.  Can you ment ion them?  

JP:  You mean in  the Rivonia?  

MN: Yes.  

JP:  In  that  Treason Trial ,  no there was only Ahmed 

Kathrada from the Transvaal  Indian Congress .  There 

was a subsequent  t r ial  which was cal led "Li t t le  

Rivonia" in  which Mac Maharaj  was involved,  and 

Wil ton Mkwayi  and so on,  but  the main Rivonia 

Trial ,  i f  I remember i t  was Nelson Mandela;  i t  was  

Dennis  Goldberg;  i t  was Sisulu;  i t  was Govan 

Mbeki ;  and Kathrada,  i f  I remember correct ly.  

Those were the names but  I might  have missed out  

one or  two,  I am not  sure,  but  none of  the NIC 

members  were involved in  Rivonia.  But  there were 

several  of  them in the 1956 Defiance Treason Trial .  

MN: Yes.  And your career?  When did i t  -  d id  i t  take off  

as  natural ly when you -  because you ment ioned that  

you were detained?  

JP:  Yes,  but  in  '64,  I got  involved in  this  defence of  

Bi l ly Nair  and Ebrahim Ismai l ,  Kurnick Ndhlovu 

and al l  the others  in  that  Sabotage Trial  which took 
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place in  Pietermari tzburg.  There were Bi l ly Nair  and 

Kurnick Ndhlovu got  20 years  each and I think,  

Ebrahim Ismai l  got  12 or  16 years ;  I 'm not  sure 

now. That  was the one that  was my f i rs t  big 

pol i t ical  t r ial .  

MN: It  didn ' t  lead,  I mean as  you said that  you were -  the 

banning of  your pol i t ical  -  your banning was over  by 

then,  your career  was taking off .  

JP:  No,  no,  my banning wasn 't  over  then.  I was banned 

at  the t ime that  the -  oh yes ,  I was banned at  the 

t ime that  the f isr t  Sabotage Trial  took place and I 

was given special  permission by the Minis ter  of  

Just ice to  t ravel  to  Pietermari tzburg for  the 

purposes  of  this  t r ial ,  every day.  I had to  leave 

Durban,  when I lef t  Durban I had to  go to  the Pol ice 

Stat ion in  Smith Street ,  s ign off  that  I am leaving 

for  Durban,  arr ive in  Pietermari tzburg,  go to  a  

Pol ice Stat ion and say "I have arr ived here."  You 

fol low?  Attend the Trial ,  when I lef t  

Pietermari tzburg I had to  go to  a  Pol ice Stat ion and 

say "I am leaving for  Durban." When I come back to  

Durban I had to  s ign -  go back to  the Pol ice Stat ion 

and say,  "I have arr ived." 
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 So that  every day I had to  report  four  t imes to  the 

Pol ice Stat ion for  the purposes  of  at tending the 

Trial .  

MN: Can we pause here?  

RECORDING STOPPED -  ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Yes,  welcome back.  Just ice Pi l lay,  can you tel l  us  

about  the period af ter  the Treason Trial?  

JP:  After  Rivonia?  

MN: After  the Rivonia Trial .  

JP:  Well  af ter  Rivonia,  af ter  the convict ion and 

sentencing of  a  lot  of  people under the Sabotage 

Act ,  there were sporadic acts  of  Sabotage and so on,  

and then -  I suppose as  one could expect  -  i t  was 

just  a  lul l  for  some,  for  a  period of  t ime unt i l  again 

I think,  i t  must  be the late  60 's  and early 70 's  sees  

the resusci tat ion with the revival  of  the NIC.   

 And Act ivism,  BPC, SASO and so on came into the 

picture.  There was this  confl ict  wi th the Nat ional  

Union of  South African Students  NUSAS and saw 

the emergence of  a  whole lot  of  s tudent  act ivism,  

t rade unionism and so on in  the 70 's .   

 Yes,  and then the Transvaal  Indian Congress  had 

vir tual ly gone out  of  ex is tence,  and i t  was the early 

80 's  I think,  there was a revival  of  the Transvaal  
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Indian Congress  in  which the NIC was qui te  

involved.   

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  the pol i t ical  act ivis ts  of  those 

t imes,  because I also unders tand that  i t  was during 

those days,  i t  was most ly the younger generat ion. . .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: . . . that  was taking the baton from the older  ones .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  the period when they were 

act ive and the mode of  that  t ime?  

JP:  Yes I've al ready -  there was qui te  a  lot  of  

interact ion between SASO and NIC.  There was  

Saths  Cooper in  i t  a t  the t ime,  there was Str ini  

Moodley,  wel l  of  course there was Steve Biko and 

so on,  Aubrey Mokoape,  Sonny Venkatruthnam, and 

a whole host  of  people who were seen to  be working 

together ,  at  the t ime.  I mean they held different  

ideologies  and so on,  but  that  didn ' t  prevent  them 

not  working on lots  of  issues ,  s tudent  issues ,  t rade 

union issues ,  educat ion issues ,  and so on together ,  

at  the t ime.  There was a surge of  act ivi t ies  in  the 

early 70 's  and as  you went  on to  '76,  and of  course 

then you saw Soweto.     
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MN: How was the environment ,  the pol i t ical  

environment ,  I mean from the State to  the people at  

that  t ime?  

JP:  Well  up to  -  look,  from the -  I would say there was a 

lul l  between say ‘64 r ight  up to  the early ‘70 's  and 

then things took off  again.   You know, and then 

there was a lot  of  act ivi ty between ‘71 and say ‘76.  

MN: I was going to  ask about  that  period up to  ’76,  

during the upris ing.  Can you tel l  us  about  that  

period in  pol i t ics ,  up to  -  s ince 71 to  76 during the 

Soweto Upris ing?   Any s ignif icance?  

JP:  I am t rying to  remember the s ignif icance of  i t  a l l ,  I 

and -  I know there was a lot  of  act ivi ty and there 

was a lot  of  t rade union act ivi ty,  there were a lot  of  

s tudent  act ivi ty,  but  you know, I can ' t  now pinpoint  

exact ly. . .  le t 's  see i f  I can,  let 's  see i f  when I'm 

doing my CV, i f  I can f ind my CV, i f  I can just  pick 

up anything that  I can think of  which I can pinpoint .  

 I know that  as  we got  into the 80 's  that  the s tudent  

protes ts  -  there was an escalat ion of  s tudent  protes ts  

in  Durban which lead to  my detent ion and a lot  of  

detent ion of  a  lot  of  other  people from the NIC and 

the one I talked to  you about  earl ier ,  which would 

resul t  in  us  eventual ly landing up at  Modderbee.  

The detai ls  are somewhat  vague at  the moment .  
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MN: Personal ly to  you,  to  your career ,  what  was 

happening during that  period?  

JP:  During this ,  wel l  f rom my -  wel l  of  course I was 

involved with,  I was cont inuously to  be involved 

with the NIC.  I was qui te  act ive at  the t ime,  then 

soon after  my Banning Orders  expired,  the NIC was 

revived and I became involved again and I got  back 

into the Execut ive of  the NIC,  and I even acted as  

President  at  the t ime when George Sewpersadh was 

detained for  something or  the other ,  so I became 

qui te  involved,  not  only from a pol i t ical  point  of  

view,  but  also from a legal  point  of  view,  we were 

defending s tudents ,  get t ing people out  of  detent ion,  

making appl icat ion to  Court  for  the release of  

people and so on.  So i t  was pret ty busy on the legal  

front ,  as  wel l .  

MN: Can you tel l  us ,  you 've just  ment ioned you were 

being detained at  Modderbee.  Can you tel l  us  a  l i t t le  

bi t  about  that?  

JP:  Yes.  There were a lot  of  s tudent  protes ts  at  the 

t ime,  and we were involved in  t rying to  calm things 

down a bi t ,  because i t  was get t ing pret ty hect ic  at  

the t ime.  Students  were being arres ted lef t ,  r ight  

and centre.  There were Pol ice raids  on univers i t ies  

and baton-charging s tudents  and so on,  and there 



 55 

was a lot  of  unrest  at  the t ime.  Strangely enough,  I 

was -  the role of  a  number of  us  was to  t ry and calm 

the s i tuat ion because a lot  of  people were get t ing 

hurt  and the people we know were going to  get  

t r igger-happy at  the t ime,  and one can never  explain 

the act ions  of  the Securi ty Pol ice.  But  here we were,  

we found ourselves  in  the s i tuat ion where we were 

t rying to  calm the s i tuat ion down,  when a whole lot  

of  us  were t rying to  actual ly res tore some sani ty to  

the s i tuat ion,  were actual ly arres ted,  put  into 

sol i tary confinement  and so on.  

MN: What  were the charges?  

JP:  There were never  ever  charges;  we were al l  released 

without  being charged.  

MN: Was that  when,  when were you released?  How long?  

JP:   Well  when I was arres ted,  I spend three months  at   

 Modderbee Prison in  Benoni .  After  three months .  

MN: Was that  the las t  t ime you were detained?  

JP:  That  was the las t  t ime I was detained,  yes .  

MN: And can you tel l  us ,  most  people bel ieve that  the 

s tudents  s tar ted with,  I mean,  the 1976 vers ion of  

things,  how i t 's  been.  What  can you tel l  us  about  i t ,  

the 1976 upris ing?  How i t  s tar ted out ,  I mean how 

can you tel l  us  about  i t  f rom your personal  

perspect ive?  
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JP:  Well  I,  you know, i t  was,  of  course i t  was over  the 

language issue,  but  I think that  was just  the issue 

that  sparked off  the unhappiness  in  a  lot  of  other  

things,  the condi t ions  in  which people l ived in ,  the 

kind of  educat ion that  they were receiving.  

MN: Excuse me,  I am replacing. . .  

END OF TAPE 1 /  CONTINUED TAPE 2 A 

MN: Welcome back.  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: Just ice,  welcome back again.  Can you tel l  us  about  

UDF, how was i t  formed,  when and what  lead to  i t s  

format ion?  

JP:  Yes,  al l r ight .  Well  a  number of  us  were very 

int imately involved,  NIC people,  who were very 

closely and int imately involved in  the format ion of  

the UDF, but  I don 't  know what  other  people may 

say about  what  lead to  i ts  format ion,  but  my 

recol lect ion is  that  we had a number of  meet ings  in  

this  very house,  and we discussed,  among other  

things the format ion of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  

but  we were somewhat  -  at  the t ime the NIC,  of  

course,  became qui te  act ive again af ter  i t  was 

revived by Ramgobin and others ,  in  the early 70 's .   

 But  we had a problem and that  i s  that  the Transvaal  

Indian Congress  had for  al l  in tents  and purposes  
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appears  to  have folded up but  there were a few 

act ivis ts  s t i l l  operat ing in  the Transvaal ,  and that  

we thought  that  we should help towards revival  of  

the Transvaal  Indian Congress  and then proceed 

thereafter  wi th the format ion of  the Uni ted 

Democrat ic  Front .  I am not  aware of  any 

inst ruct ions  that  came from overseas  for  the 

format ion of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  -  though 

there might  have been other  people who might  have 

known about  that  -  but  as  far  as  I am aware,  that  the 

format ion of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  was 

discussed in  NIC circles  f i rs t .  Somebody else might  

have a di fferent  point  of  view and they might  have 

received inst ruct ions  from London,  but  I am not  

aware of  any such inst ruct ions  that  came from the 

ANC in ex i le .   

 Wel l ,  we went  to  the relaunch of  the Transvaal  

Indian Congress  in  Johannesburg,  and a whole 

number of  NIC people had t ravel led up from Durban 

and some of  us  spoke and chaired the meet ings and 

so on in  Johannesburg.  

MN: What  year  was i t?  

JP:   This  was just  before the format ion of  the UDF. I 

think i t  was 1983,  or  i t  could be late  1982,  but  I 

have documents  somewhere,  which I might  be able 
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to  pick up to  pinpoint  exact ly when this  took place.  

So as  far  as  my own personal  knowledge is  

concerned there -  the whole idea of  the Uni ted 

Democrat ic  Front  s tar ted with the NIC propagat ing a 

viewpoint  that  i t 's  t ime for  the format ion of  such a 

front .   

JP:  Boesak,  at  the t ime,  was part icular ly prominent  at  

the t ime in  the Cape,  but  that  was even before the 

format ion of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  because 

he was qui te  act ive and he was very widely sought  

out  as  speaker  and an outspoken cri t ic  of  the 

Government .  

MN: Speaker  of?  

JP:  Well ,  a t  ral lys  and so on that  they held in  the Cape.  

He was -  so what  we thought  we would do that  at  

this  relaunch of  the Transvaal  Indian Congress  

somebody,  you unders tand,  would raise this  

quest ion of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  and 

propose the names of  Boesak and so on,  you fol low.  

And the UDF Declarat ions  are the very f i rs t  

Declarat ions  and I can ' t  -  i t  i s  something along the 

l ines  of  the Freedom Charter  -  I can ' t  exact ly 

remember detai ls  now, but  i t  was drafted by Jerry 

Coovadia,  I think i t  was Paul  David,  Zac Yacoob 

and myself ,  in  Newcast le ,  the night  before we 
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arr ived in  the Transvaal  for  the launch of  that  

meet ing.   

 And at  that  relaunch of  the Transvaal  Indian 

Congress  i t  was accepted that  an organisat ion l ike 

the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  should now be formed,  

consis t ing of  organisat ions  from throughout  the 

country,  including not  only pol i t ical  but  other  

organisat ions .  It  was supposed to  be as  widely-based 

as  possible and that ,  I bel ieve,  was the very 

beginnings of  the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front .  

MN: What  was the reasoning?  What  i t  the reason 

because,  correct  me i f  I have i t  wrong -  was i t  

because. . .  the format ion of  i t  was i t  to  give a 

pol i t ical  front  of  the banned ANC? 

JP:  Yes,  yes .  Precisely.  I think there was no quest ion 

about  i t  in  our  minds,  but  that 's  not  what  we were 

port raying to  the Government  of  course.  That  is  why 

i t  had to  be as  widely-based as  possible.  Original ly,  

you know, the Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  had al l  

kinds of  organisat ions  as  aff i l iates .  Spor-t ing 

organisat ions ,  

 cul tural  organisat ions ,  pol i t ical  organisat ions  and so 

on.  It  was just  not  a  pure pol i t ical  front .  

MN: So i t  was suggested then,  that  t ime?  
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JP:  And that 's  when the whole idea took off  and that  has  

lead to  the Mitchel l 's  Plain Launch and part icipat ion 

by al l  of  us;  and that  massive launch is  one of  the 

biggest  ral ly's  that  I have ever  come across  where 

Boesak spoke,  and that 's  how i t  real ly took off .  And 

i t  took off  in  qui te  an amazing way.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  the Execut ive of  the UDF, at  

that  t ime?  

JP:  Well  there was,  there was of  course the prominent  

people that  I can remember offhand now would be 

Trevor Manuel ,  there was Boesak,  Praveen Gordhan,  

there was Yunus Mohamed,  there was Terror  Lekota,  

I think,  what  about  Aubrey. . .  

MN: Aubrey?  

JP:  Aubrey Mokoena,  who is  the Premier  of  one of  the 

Provinces  -  ag,  you know, a good fr iend of  mine.  

MN: Moako?  

JP:  Sorry?  

MN: Moako Ramahlode?  

JP:  No,  not  him.  There was Murphy Morobe,  and there 

was. . .  oh,  why can ' t  I remember i t .  Anyway,  he 's  

Premier  of  one of  the Provinces  now. Popo Molefe.  

MN: Popo Molefe?  

JP:  Yes,  yes  I remember seeing Popo Molefe and Lekota 

during the Delmas Trial ;  yes ,  vis i t ing them. 
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MN: Who was leading i t?  Who was the leader  of  the UDF 

at  that  t ime?  

JP:  Well ,  i t  was,  wel l ,  Boesak,  but  there were a whole 

lot  of  people you know behind,  he was not  port rayed 

as  the leader ,  but  i t  was Boesak who was actual ly 

leading the Organisat ion,  at  that  t ime.  

MN: Can you expand more about  this  Mitchel l 's  Plain 

meet ing?  Any interest ing things that  happened 

there?  

JP:  Well ,  you know, we had a very heavy Mil i tary and 

Pol ice presence there,  and at  the launch,  I remember 

an incident  in  which they came out  wi th their  

Caspirs ,  and so on,  and were real ly behaving very 

provocat ively and,  I remember very dis t inct ly,  very 

dis t inct ly,  Trevor Manuel  want ing to  take them on 

himself ,  and we had to  res t rain  Trevor from, you 

know, confront ing the Mil i tary and Pol ice 

Establ ishments ,  at  the t ime.  He was qui te  a  rough-

neck.  

MN: From then on i t  ex is ted;  can you tel l  us  about  the 

act ivi t ies  on missions that  UDF undertook,  of  the 

s ignif icant  ones  -  what  their  act ivi t ies  were from i ts  

incept ion.  

JP:  It  was 1983 -  jus t  pause for  a  moment  just  let  me 

get  my thoughts .  It  was primari ly formed to  oppose 
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any Government  move towards fragment ing the 

people into separate houses  of  Parl iament  and so on,  

and i t  was a mass-mobi l isat ion against  Government  

Pol icies  to  -  as  I said -  f ragment  the people into 

racial  groups.   

MN: From i ts  incept ion up to  i t s  folding,  what  can you,  

can you pinpoint  i t s  achievements  and i ts  fai lures ,  

that  i s  the UDF?  

JP:  Well ,  I don 't  th ink there was any fai lure on the part  

of  the UDF. If  anything i t  brought  the Government  

to  where i t  was in  1990,  where i t  began to  make al l  

these concessions,  you know, the removal  of  the 

Pass  Laws and -  what  is  i t  -  Group Areas ,  you know 

various other  bi ts  of  repressive legis lat ion began to  

be abol ished and leading up to  1990 the unbanning 

of  the pol i t ical  organisat ions  and then of  course the 

release of  Mandela.   

 It  was this  Uni ted Democrat ic  Front  -  the pressure 

that  Organisat ion brought  to  bear ,  not  only 

internal ly,  but  as  a  resul t  of  the support  which i t  got  

from throughout  the world.   

MN: During those t imes,  during the ex is tence of  the UDF 

there was so much turmoil  especial ly in  the black 

townships .  

JP:  Yes.  
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MN: And most ly,  or  during that  t ime,  the word was that  

UDF was the cause of  that .  What  is  your opinion?   

JP:  That  UDF was the cause of  the turmoil?  

MN: Was i t  given to  us  because of  i t s  ex is tence.  I mean 

i t  got  blamed lef t  and r ight .  

JP:  Yes.  Well ,  when UDF was formed,  wel l ,  part  of  the 

reason was for  mass  mobi l isat ion and i f  people were 

vent ing their  dissat isfact ion,  i t  was perfect ly 

jus t i f ied.  I don 't  th ink the UDF propagated burning 

of  homes and schools  and whatever ,  but  that  was a 

jus t  natural  react ion of  the people,  but  UDF never  

had a pol icy of  going out  and dest roying.  

MN: What  sort  of  form did your pol i t ical  act ivism take 

during the UDF period?  Were you at  the forefront  as  

you were in  the NIC?  

JP:  No,  I don 't ,  not .  Qui te  honest ly I don 't  th ink I was 

on the forefront  but  I cer tainly was in  a  support ive 

role throughout  and a lot  of  my act ivi ty was 

confined to  my work as  a  lawyer defending people,  

you fol low?  The number of  appl icat ions  which were 

made for  the release of  people,  and I'm just  t rying 

to ,  when I look at  this  document  that  I have,  which 

was to  record some of  my act ivi t ies ,  s imply just  to  

remind me and refresh my memory,  I know I was 

act ing for  people l ike Bi l ly Nair ,  Praveen Gordhan,  
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Yusuf Vawda,  Archie Gumede,  Gene Manning,  Mac 

Maharaj ,  and in  the Appl icat ions  for  Indemnity for  

people l ike Sepiwe Nyanda,  Mac Maharaj  and I 

acted for  some of  the people who were part  of  

Operat ion Vula.   

 In  fact ,  I can now tel l  you that  a  lot  of  people had 

meet ings  in  this  very house that  s tayed here.  Mac 

Maharaj ,  when he f i rs t  came into the country for  

operat ion Vula,  he came here to  s tay with me,  and 

yes ,  and I helped him along the way,  yes ,  certainly.  

MN: Can we pause,  please.  

RECORDING STOPPED -  ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back again.  Just ice Pi l lay,  you told us  

about  the UDF as  from the 80 's ,  as  i t 's  ear l ier  

format ion in  the early 80 's ,  but  you haven 't  told us  

about  what  was happening as  a  lawyer,  during that  

period.  Did you belong to  any lawyers  associat ion 

during this  period?  

JP:  Yes,  now let  me just  br ief ly just  sketch the his tory 

of  what  the ex is t ing lawyer organisat ions  in  South 

Africa consis ted of  at  the t ime.  What  we had,  was 

the Provincial  Law Societ ies  and they were whi te 

dominated,  and al though we had to  be members  of  

the Law Society we never  real ly part icipated in  their  

affai rs  and they're  -  apart  f rom a few except ions  
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there were,  their  Execut ive was almost  ent i rely 

whi te.   

 We then,  in  the late  ‘70 's  I think i t  was,  or  maybe 

even the early ‘70 's ,  formed what  was cal led the 

Democrat ic  Lawyers  Associat ion [DLA].   And that  

ex is ted for  qui te  a  t ime i t  was the only al ternat ive 

lawyers  associat ion in  the country at  the t ime,  and i t  

was cal led the Democrat ic  Lawyers  Associat ion,  and 

the successor  to  the Democrat ic  Lawyers  

Associat ion was the Nat ional  Associat ion of  

Democrat ic  Lawyers ,  which we now cal l  NADEL.  

 Now in 1981 I went  to  London,  and with the help of  

MD Naidoo,  who was then in  ex i le  in  London,  the 

late  MD Naidoo,  and the ANC in London,  I -  and 

with the help of  Mr Anooga Reddy from India,  and 

also a Mr Malcolm Smart  from the Internat ional  

Commission of  Juris ts ,  I arranged with as  I said,  

wi th the help of  MD Naidoo and Mr Anooga Reddy -  

the aff i l iat ion of  the DLA to the Internat ional  

Commission of  Juris ts  and the Internat ional  

Associat ion of  Democrat ic  Lawyers ,  and we had to  

do that ,  and we could only do that  successful ly wi th 

the ass is tance of  the ANC because there were 

compet ing claims for  aff i l iat ions  to  those organisa-

t ions  from exis t ing whi te lawyer bodies  in  South 
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Africa who were opposed to  NADEL get t ing 

aff i l iat ions .  And as  a  resul t  of  that  Advocate Zac 

Yacoob,  who is  now a Judge of  the Const i tut ional  

Court ,  he and I at tended the meet ing of  the 

Internat ional  Associat ion of  Democrat ic  Lawyers  in  

Mal ta,  which was held in  Malta in   1981.  Of course 

as  you know, NADEL is  s t i l l  going s t rong today.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  the meet ing,  jus t  br ief ly?  

JP:  Which one,  the?  

MN: The Malta.  

JP:  Oh the Malta Meet ing deal t  -  i f  I recol lect  correct ly 

-  most ly with the problems of  lawyers  throughout  

the developing countr ies  and so on,  the 

democrat isat ion of  lawyer bodies  and the 

organisat ion of  lawyer bodies  on a sustainable basis  

fol lowing,  you know, post-colonisat ion.   

MN: And then you came back.  And you 've -  earl ier  on 

you 've touched but  you haven 't  expanded on that ,  

during the period of  the UDF about  the Treason 

Trial  that  happened in  Pietermari tzburg.   

JP:  Yes,  you know, fol lowing the format ion of  the UDF 

and the ex tensive campaign carr ied out  throughout  

the country against  the Tricameral  System, a  number 

of  act ivis ts  -  most ly act ivis ts  who were prominent  

in  speaking out  against  the Tricameral  System -  who 
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spoke at  mass  meet ings  and so on,  were arres ted and 

charged for  High Treason and that  Trial  took place 

at  the Pietermari tzburg,  at  the Natal  Provincial  

Divis ion,  Pietermari tzburg at  a  special  court  which 

was designated for  that  purpose,  and amongst  the 

Trial is ts  i f  I remember,  was Albert ina Sisulu,  there 

was Aubrey Mokoena,  Frank Chikane,  Archie 

Gumede,  Bi l ly Nair ,  Cassim Saloojee,  Yusuf Jasset ,  

Paul  David and so on.  And I was part  of  the defence 

team, of  course.   

 The Trial  eventual ly f izz led out  and the indictment  

was quashed.  You wil l  recal l  that  the lawyer who 

played the most  prominent  part  in  that  Trial  was our  

Late Chief  Just ice [ Ismai l  Mohamed] .  

MN: You've also ment ioned that  -  ear l ier  on -  that  your 

job wasn 't ,  you were not  forefront ,  but  most ly your 

job was a qual i f ied lawyer who was the defend 

act ivis ts .   

JP:  Yes.   

MN: You also ment ioned that  -  can you tel l  us  about  your 

defending the Black Pimpernel  [Mr Mandela]  way 

back then?  

JP:  Well  I haven 't  been personal ly involved in  Mr 

Mandela 's  defence,  but  there was an occasion in  

1976 when Mac Maharaj  was released from Robben 
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Is land and he smuggled out  a  let ter  which was 

wri t ten to  my f i rm by Nelson Mandela,  and I have 

the original  of  that  let ter  wi th me,  and complaining 

of  prison condi t ions  and so on and t reatment  by 

warders  and censorship and the prison vis i ts  and so 

on,  and that  let ter  was smuggled out  by Mac 

Maharaj .  There was a let ter  from him,  and there was 

a let ter  from Ahmed Kathrada,  which I have in  those 

f i les ,  and I had various consul tat ions  at  the t ime,  

together  wi th the late  Hassan Mall ,  who was an 

advocate at  the t ime.   

 We discussed those let ters .  I discussed the let ter  

wi th Advocate Kentr idge as  wel l ,  and eventual ly i t  

was decided that  the best  course would be for  

lawyers  from London to  inst ruct  lawyers  in  South 

Africa,  to  bring an Appl icat ion to  the Supreme 

Court  in  relat ion to  the t reatment  of  Mandela and 

other  prisoners .  But  i t  was ini t iated through my 

off ice.   

MN: And i t  was done,  the inst ruct ions?  

JP:  Well  i t  came to  me direct ly and then went  to  

London,  and then i t  fol lowed eventual ly in  the Cape 

Court ,  af ter  which I had nothing further  to  do with 

i t .  
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MN: Coming back to  85.  Is  there any s ignif icant  area,  

f rom what  you can remember,  that  happened during 

the act ivi t ies  of  the UDF. What  was happening af ter  

that  Treason Trial?  

JP:  After  the Treason Trial .  With that ,  wel l  of  course 

fol lowing the Treason Trial  a  whole ser ies  of  things 

took place and that  would be of  course the 

scrapping of  the Group Areas  Act ,  the Immoral i ty 

Act ,  Pass  Laws and the relaxat ion of  a  range of  

oppressive laws,  r ight ,  which eventual ly lead to  the 

unbanning of  the organisat ions  and,  of  course,  the 

release of  Mandela,  and so on.  Also with the 

format ion of  the UDF we saw an increase in  

sanct ions ,  when the Government  took act ion against  

UDF Act ivis ts  in  the form of  the Treason Trial ,  you 

wil l  recal l  that  also at  the t ime an incident  which 

brought  world focus was the s i t t ing at  the Consulate 

in  Durban,  and charges  fol lowing therefrom, and so 

on.  There were a whole range of  inroads,  which 

were being made and the Government  were s teadi ly 

being placed into a  corner  and qui te  obviously they 

just  s imply couldn 't  go on,  you unders tand,  wi th 

their  oppressive pol icies  because of  the pressure,  

and the economy of  the country suffered at  that  
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s tage.  People would say the country was vir tual ly 

bankrupt  at  that  s tage.  

 And they just  had to  release Mandela and talks  had 

to  s tar t  and then,  of  course,  fol lowed the Kempton 

Park,  the CODESA and the World Trade Centre 

talks  and where I also represented the NIC/TIC 

Delegat ion at  those talks ,  which gave us  our  new 

const i tut ion.  

MN: Coming a l i t t le  bi t  back to  the UDF act ivi t ies ,  I a lso 

unders tand that  you lead a huge march in  

the…[interrupt ion] .  

JP:  Yes,  there was a range of  protes t  act ion throughout  

the format ion of  the UDF and one of  them was the 

Desegregat ion of  Ameni t ies  and you 'l l  recal l ,  I th ink 

i t  was in  1988 or  1989 there was this  huge march,  a  

protes t  march that  took place on the Durban 

Beachfront  and that  march was to  have been lead by 

Trevor Bonham.  Now a day or  two before the march 

there was mass  mobi l isat ion throughout  Durban and 

throughout  Natal  for  this  march to  take place,  and 

we were going to  go,  walk through the whi te 

beaches  and so on to  defy the segregated beaches  

and they arres ted Trevor Bonham in an obvious 

at tempt  to  put  an end to  the march and that  was one 

of  their  int imidatory tact ics .  I was,  unfortunately or  
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fortunately,  but  anyway,  put  into the hot  seat ,  I had 

to  take over  the organisat ion of  that  march from 

Trevor Bonham and I must  say I was ex tremely 

nervous because we were l i teral ly expect ing 

thousands of  people to  come onto the beaches  that  

day.  And we were threatened by the Pol ice and I 

recal l  not  having s lept  that  night  because early the 

next  morning,  at  about  f ive or  s ix  o 'clock in  the 

morning -  our  march was supposed to  take place at  

about  ten o 'clock -  I went  through to  survey the 

beaches  to  see what  act ion the Pol ice were going to  

take,  and there were their  armoured cars ,  and their  

pol ice vans and their  saracens]  and their  t roup 

carr iers  and barbed wire and pol ice dogs,  and I must  

say I was ex tremely nervous because I thought  

something was going to  happen and as  you know, 

the Pol ice at  that  t ime,  were part icular ly t r igger-

happy.  

 Anyway,  there was nothing that  we could do to  s top 

the march and lo  and behold I would es t imate over  a  

100,000 people on the beaches  on that  day,  and 

apart  f rom a couple of  incidents ,  where the Pol ice 

s jambokked a few of  the protes tors ,  the march went  

off  ex tremely successful ly and I would l ike to  think 
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that  that  was one of  the most  successful  protes ts  

against  segregat ion.   

MN: Was the protes t  only marching or  did you del iver  a  

speech as  a  leader  during that?  

JP:  No there were no speeches del ivered.  It  was just  a  

march to  defy apartheid beaches .   

MN: Then you 've also spoken about  the s tar t ing of  talks .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: Start ing of  talks  between the Government  and 

Exi led Pol i t ical  Organisat ions .  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  a  l i t t le  bi t  about  that?  

JP:  Well  the NIC and the TIC were given delegate 

s tatus ,  joint  delegate s tatus  at  the peace talks ,  and I 

was among the delegates  who at tended the talks .   

 CODESA 1,  there was CODESA 2,  and Kempton 

Park,  and of  course eventual ly i t  lead to  where we 

are today.  

MN: What 's  your opinion about  the composi t ion of  

part ies  in  those talks .  I mean you had ex i led 

pol i t ical  organisat ions ,  you had the government  that  

was rol l ing you,  there was the homelands 

representat ives ,  and al l .  What 's  your personal  . . .  

[ interrupt ion]  
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JP:  Well  i t  was supposed -  I think i t  was the r ight  thing 

to  do,  i t  was supposed to  be an al l - inclusive thing 

where everybody had their  say and which resul ted in  

the Const i tut ion we have today.  And I think i t  had 

to  be al l - inclusive to  be successful .   

 Inasmuch as  there were some misgivings about  

having homeland people and so on,  in  ret rospect ,  i t  

seems to  me to  have been the correct  thing to  have 

done.  

MN: What  do you think made the Government ,  the then 

Government  s tar t  the talks ,  or  want ing to  talk?  

JP:  Well  i t  jus t  s imply couldn 't  hold on to  power any 

more,  and there was no quest ion about  i t .  The 

country was in  an appal l ing economic s tate ,  there 

were protes ts  ins ide the country,  there were sanc-

t ions ,  and there was just  no way,  the were rum-

bl ings  within the Nat ional is t  ranks,  and there was 

just  no way that  they could cont inue to  hold onto 

power.   And i t  real ly,  i t  real ly had to  agree,  to  save 

i tsel f ,  save face.  

MN: General ly speaking,  apartheid means different  

things to  other  people.  How can you explain 

apartheid,  what  does  i t  mean,  what  was i t?  

According to  Just ice Pi l lay,  what  was apartheid to  

you?  
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JP:  It  was degrading;  i t  was humil iat ing;  I mean I don 't  

know what  more I can say about  i t ,  you know. It  

t reated human beings,  fel low-human beings as  lesser  

beings and i t  was s imply a system that  jus t  had to ,  

had to  be dest royed,  and which inevi tably had been 

dest royed.  

MN: Do you,  there is  a  point  of  view from others  that  

said we have won or  that  the pol i t ical  organisat ions  

have won only pol i t ical  freedom, but  not  other  

means,  which means economic freedom. What  is  

your opinion on that?  

JP:  Yes certainly,  there is  certainly a long way to  go.  

This  huge gap between the have 's  and the have-nots  

cont inues  to  ex is t  and i t  seems to  me that  i t  i s  

cont inuing to  widen and that  would have to  be 

addressed,  the whole quest ion of  unemployment  and 

the quest ion of  lessening this  gap between the 

have 's  and the have-nots .  And from that  point  of  

view there 's  a  great  deal  s t i l l  to  be done.  

MN: Looking at  the t ransformat ion of  ins t i tut ions ,  the 

t ransformat ion from the racial  ones ,  and now, there 

was an opinion by other  people -  feel ing that  the 

ANC compromised too much during the 

negot iat ions .  I mean I can point  one thing l ike,  say 

for  ins tance,  the job reservat ion that  what  they had,  
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what  the employees ,  the employees  that  were 

employed by the Nat ional is t  Government  were not  

removed,  and the opinion is  that  those people who 

were lef t  in  those posi t ions  are holding back 

t ransformat ion.  What 's  your opinion on that  -  the 

mere fact  that  the ANC or the Incoming Government  

didn ' t  remove those who were in  power then?  

JP:  Yes,  I think the pract ical i t ies  have dictated the 

s i tuat ion.  I don 't  th ink that  -  I think that  i f  we're  

honest  enough -  we had people in  posi t ions  which 

we s imply couldn 't  remove because of  the 

pract ical i t ies  of  the s i tuat ion.  You s imply didn ' t  

have the people who could replace those people 

immediately.  But  insofar  as  t ransformat ion is  

concerned,  hopeful ly that  i s  taking place and one 

can see that  taking place,  and as  we get  more people 

t rained into posi t ions  and being put  into posi t ions  

which were formerly the preserve of  whi tes ,  you can 

see the t ransformat ion unfolding.  

MN: Independent ly,  not  taking the organisat ional  s tance,  

what  is  your opinion on the fact  that  some people 

are saying that  the ANC leadership were eager  to  

take power,  was that  the reason?  That  was the 

reason why they compromised so much.  What 's  your 

individual  opinion?  That  they were so eager  to  get  
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into power that 's  why they compromised a lot  on the 

table?  

JP:  Are you talking about  compromise in  terms of  not  

removing people who were holding posi t ions  of  

power?  

MN: Yes,  compromising in  that  the people are of  the 

opinion that  they only took the Office. . .  

JP:  Yes?  

MN: . . .but  the economy can 't  weigh,  or  the s tatus  quo 

s t i l l  remains  the same.   

JP:  Whether  I 'm not  sure whether  i t  remains  -  i t  remains  

the same to  a  large ex tent ,  you fol low,  and I'm not  

sure whether  the change is  taking place fas t  enough.  

That 's  al l  I can say.   But  as  I said earl ier  there were 

pract ical i t ies  that  dictated the s i tuat ion at  the t ime,  

whether  i t 's  taking place fas t  enough or  not ,  I 'm not  

qui te  sure.  Perhaps i t  could be accelerated.  

MN: You took part  in  the draft ing of  the Const i tut ion?  

JP:  Yes.  

MN: And our Const i tut ion is  described as  the most  

democrat ic  as  anywhere else.  

JP:  Yes,  yes .  

MN: But  most  people bel ieve that  or  think that  the 

people on the other  s ide of  the law seem to enjoy 
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more of  the r ights  than the people and the law-

abiding ci t izen.  What  is  your opinion on that?  

JP:  Yes,  you know, that 's  -  I 've heard that  of ten being 

said,  you fol low.  For ins tance the people -  let 's  take 

an example of  people complaining that  cr iminals  get  

bai l  far  too easi ly and so on.  You see,  the problem 

is  that  when you f ind yourself  on the other  s ide -  

and you can never  guarantee that  you 'l l  never  be on 

the other  s ide -  i f  you,  you just  have to  have laws in  

place and you have to  abide by them because i t  i s  

appl icable to  everybody equal ly,  you fol low?   

 If  you take the quest ion of  bai l ,  i f  you were -  for  

ins tance wrongly arres ted on a charge of  hi jacking 

or  whatever  i t  i s ,  you know, now the law presumes 

to  be,  there is  a  presumption of  innocence,  you 

unders tand?  And i f  you had to  bend to  publ ic  

opinion and say,  "wel l ,  a l l  h i jackers ,  people charged 

for  hi jacking should not  get  bai l"  -  do you 

unders tand -  i t  can operate very unfair ly.  It  must  be 

lef t  to  the discret ion of  the Courts .  

MN: What  would you say,  what 's  your opinion?  

JP:  No I don 't  th ink i t  favours  the cr iminal  unfair ly.  

Certainly,  you 've got  to  have rules  in  place,  which 

are appl icable to  al l .  If  you bel ieve in  the rule of  

law,  then you can ' t  make except ions .  
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MN: Looking back now at  your l i fe ,  your act ivism l i fe  

and looking back at  what  is  happening now, do you 

think i t  was worth your whi le?  

JP:  Absolutely,  I mean absolutely.  It  was worth our  

whi le.  I mean,  there is  a  di fferent  South Africa 

al together .  

MN: When there -  there is  this  opinion again that  says . . .  

     [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Let  me give you an example,  when I was appointed  

 a  Judge,  and when the very f i rs t  day that  I entered  

 my Chambers  and then entered the court room, I jus t   

 couldn 't  bel ieve that  this  was happening to  me.  You  

 know, having spent  almost  35 years  before then 

pract is ing as  a  lawyer and never  ever  having thought  

that  this  was -  i t  was an experience which is  very 

hard to  explain.   

 So i t 's  been a worthwhile experience personal ly,  and 

I daresay for  al l  South Africans.  

MN: When the ANC and the other  pol i t ical  organisat ions  

were unbanned,  then there was this  opinion that  

people of  the -  who were in  the UDF, the majori ty 

of  the people of  the UDF were ignored or  were cast  

as ide.  I 'm talking of  people l ike Archie Gumede.  

What 's  your opinion?  How do you see i t  -  were they 

-  i s  i t  jus t i f ied,  was their  opinion just i f ied.  Because 
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soon after  the unbanning those people -  we heard 

nothing of  them any more.  

JP:  Yes I'd  only l ike to  say that  i t 's  unfortunate that  a  

number of  people who ought  to  have been 

recognised and who ought  to  have been brought  into 

Government ,  were not  brought  into Government .  

That 's  al l  that  I 'd  l ike to  say that  I think -  I don 't  

know what  the reason for  i t  was -  but  certainly many 

people in  the UDF appear  to  me to  have been 

marginal ised for  some reason or  the other .  

MN: Can we pause,  please.  

RECORDING STOPPED -  ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back.  Just ice Pi l lay,  welcome again.  

 Touching on the TRC, the Truth and Reconci l l ia-

 t ion Commission,  did you bel ieve in  the mandate of  

 their  . . .  [ interrupt ion]  

JP:  Yes,  absolutely,  and let  me tel l  you that  I was even 

nominated to  be a Commissioner  on the TRC and I 

was short l is ted.  I could very wel l  have ended up as  

a  Commissioner  on the TRC, and yes ,  I think -  i f  

anything -  the TRC served one very useful  purpose.  

And that  i s  that  i t  exposed to  the whi tes  of  this  

country,  at roci t ies  perpetrated by whi tes  which they 

bel ieved never  ex is ted,  and from that  point  of  view 

and which a lot  of  us  -  I mean even as  a  lawyer I 
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must  tel l  you that  I didn ' t  even real ise i t  was as  bad 

as  i t  was,  you fol low?   And from that  point  of  view 

I thought  i t  served an ex tremely useful  purpose.  The 

Securi ty Pol ice -  in  a  lot  of  cases  -  weren ' t  even 

sophis t icated in  the way they got  r id  of  people,  I 

mean,  you know -  you read about  them -  that  some 

of  them were shocking.  If  i t  hadn 't  been for  the TRC 

this  ominous,  imhuman behaviour would never  have 

been exposed,  and from that  point  of  view,  i t  served 

an ex tremely useful  purpose.   

MN: Did you part icipate in  i t?  

JP:  No I didn ' t .  I d idn ' t  part icipate.  I was never  cal led 

to  tes t i fy and I didn ' t  tes t i fy.  

MN: Had you 've been?  

JP:  Well  I could have,  of  course I could 've ment ioned 

some of  my own experiences  and some of  my 

experiences  as  a  Trial  Lawyer for  a  number of  

people who were tortured and so on.  I could have.  

But  i t  never  arose.  

MN: Looking over  your shoulder  at  the road you have 

t ravel led,  i s  there anything you could have done 

different ly,  pol i t ical ly or  otherwise that  you -  where 

you can put  your f ingers  and said,  "here,  I could 

have done this ,  I 've done this  wrong." 
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 Is  there anything at  al l  you could have done,  i f  you 

were given a second chance,  you can do different ly?  

JP:  Well ,  le t  me tel l  you what  -  f rom a very parochial  

point  of  view -  one of  the things that  I 'm very 

saddened by,  and which I thought  ought  not  to  have 

happened,  and which I,  a t  the t ime,  said was the 

wrong thing to  do,  and that  was the disbanding of  

the Natal  Indian Congress .  I think i t  was the wrong 

thing to  do.  I think the Natal  Indian Congress  s t i l l  

had a role to  play because I don 't  th ink the Indian 

people were completely mobi l ised towards the ANC, 

i t  [NIC]  had a further  role to  play.   

 I s t rongly mooted,  even in  meet ings  with Madiba,  

that  the NIC should cont inue to  ex is t  and I'd  l ike to  

bel ieve that  he also enter tained the thought  that  al l  

organisat ions  should cont inue to  ex is t ,  because i t  

had t remendous organisat ional  and adminis t rat ive 

ski l ls  and i t  had qui te  a  s ignif icant  support  from the 

Indian community.  

 If  you look now, insofar  as  pol i t ics  is  concerned,  a  

lot  of  Indian people appear  to  be qui te  leaderless .  If  

you look at  the whole Mbongeni  Ngema incident ,  

the people who are real ly taking up the cudgels  on 

behalf  of  the Indian community are not  recognised 

leaders .  In  fact ,  some of  them ought  not  to  be there 
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at  al l .  And I quest ioned the motives  of  some of  them 

who port rayed leadership within the Indian 

community and one of  the reasons for  the poor 

showing of  the ANC in this  province,  insofar  the 

Indian community is  concerned,  in  the elect ions ,  the 

municipal  elect ions  and the provincial  elect ions  and 

so on,  i s  because of  this  vacuum that  was created by 

disbanding the NIC.   

 And I bel ieve that  the NIC could have worked,  you 

know -  I mean -  could have worked as  an al ly of  the 

ANC just  insofar  as  i t s  abi l i ty -  which i t  d isplayed 

clearly in  the t r icameral  System -  i t s  abi l i ty to  

mobi l ise the Indian people towards vot ing for  the 

ANC. I am not  saying that  the ANC should -  that  the 

NIC should put  up candidates  for  any elect ion,  but  

should have been able to ,  should have been al lowed 

to  ex is t  to  mobi l ise support  for  the ANC. 

MN: Besides  s i t t ing on the Bench being the Judge,  what   

 does  Just ice Thumba Pi l lay do?  What 's  your hob- 

 bies ,  how would you spend a day,  outs ide the court?  

JP:  You can see I spend my day almost  ent i rely in  my 

garden,  then I have two wonderful  grandchi ldren 

and I have three great  chi ldren,  so I spend a lot  of  

t ime with them. 

MN: So you are a  gardener?  
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JP:  Yes I'm a gardener ,  and then of  course,  I do a lot  of  

handiwork and a do-i t -yourself  enthusias t .  

MN: Let 's  go back a l i t t le  bi t  again on that  thing you 've 

touched something here -  Mbogeni  Ngema.  What 's  

your personal  opinion about  his…? 

JP:  I 'm deeply upset  by his  s tatement  and I think he 's  

being al lowed to  get  away with i t .  I th ink i t  was an 

af ter thought .  It  was an af ter thought  on his  part  to  

say that  he 'd  "composed a song to  ini t iate  debate" 

and what  I bel ieve is  that  those people who are now 

si t t ing and talking to  him are playing into his  hand 

because now he is  saying "you see what  I said,  I 

wanted to  ini t iate  debate,  and the debate is  taking 

place."  

 And the people who are now engaging in  this  debate 

in  my view are being ex tremely fool ish to  do so,  or  

i f  they are doing so,  they should f i rs t  ask from him 

an apology,  because I personal ly am deeply hurt  

because there is  jus t  no way that  anyone can accuse 

me,  my family,  my father ,  my grandparents  of  r iding 

on the back of  the African community to  get  where 

we are today.  I 'm just  the son of  a  Pol iceman and 

for  him to say that  I exploi ted,  to  general ise,  i s  a  

grievous s in .   

MN: What  do you read,  Just ice Thumba Pi l lay?  
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JP:  I read just  about  anything I can lay my hands 

on.   

MN: What  is  your favouri te  author or  favouri te  work,  i s  

there any?    

JP:  I don 't  have anybody in  part icular  but  there 's  a  lot  

of  new Indian authors  who wri te  beaut i ful ly and 

there 's  -  what 's  this  lady's  name that  I 've been 

reading of  recent ly -  Arundhat i  Roy and there 's  

Nepal  and so on,  who wri te  beaut i ful  Engl ish.  

MN: Music-wise?  

JP:  Music-wise I love jazz ,  I love class ics  equal ly 

enough,  general ly I l ike al l  music,  mainly class ical  

music.  

MN: Yes.  What  ar t is ts  do you l ike -  which ones?   Who's  

 your fan?  

JP:  Al l  jazz ,  Dave Brubeck.   

MN:  ‘Take Five’ .  It 's  been a long run.  Just ice Thumba 

Pi l lay,  thank you very much for  your t ime.  On 

behalf  of  the Documentat ion Centre of  the 

Univers i t iy of  Durban-Westvi l le ,  I would l ike to  

thank you for  your t ime and our grat i tude for  

invi t ing us  to  your house.  

JP:  Well ,  thank you for  asking me to  speak,  and I hope 

I've -  wel l  thank you for  asking me to  be 
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interviewed and i t  was a pleasure,  and I hope I've 

been of  some help.  

MN: Thank you.  

---  oOo ---  
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