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Dear Sir, ~b\\l\2fI 
re : Indian Owned Properties. 

With reference to your urgent letter of yesterday's 

date which reached me this' morning and which covers a copy 

of Mr. Councillor S.M. Pettersen's request of the 24th 

ul timo asking to be furnished with particulars showing the 

rateable values and number of properties in the various 

Wards of the City, including the Incorporated Areas, which 

are owned by Indians in terms of the Valuation Roll, 

I regret that it is not possible for me to accede 

to the request of having the information available before 

the coming week-end. 

So far as the Old Borough Area is concerned, I 

append the following informa tion which all bears on the 

subject in point : 

.Old Borough only. 

,
( 

Year. Total Rateable Indian Owned Properties. 
Value. Rateable Value .•, Percentage 

-\ of Gross. 
£ £ 

1888 1,615,920 28,840 0.1.78 
1898 5,626,695 200,880 3.59 
1908 " 9,494,400 501,750 5.284 
1918 12,699,420 652,880 5.104 
1928 24,192,140 1,482,540 6.12 
1934/5 31,603,310 2,052,650 6.49\ 

\ 1935/6 32,385,590 2,064,700 6.37 
i 1936/7 33,098,430 2,090,030 6.32 

1937/8 34,200,690 2,125,220 6.21\ 1938/9 40,482,840 ? ?\ 
\ 
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Owing to short staff and unreasonably extreme 

pressure of work, the information has not yet been taken 

out with regard to tne most recently published Valuation 

Roll; in this Roll, however, the number of properties 

shown in the ownership of apparent Indian names is 1,393 

whereas in the former Valuation Roll (1937/8 issue) the 

number was 1,333 reflecting between the two Rolls an 

increase of 60 apparent Indian owned properties. 

The foregoing information has never yet been taken 

out for the Incorporated Areas because of shortage of 

staff. I consider that itwould take a competent 

clerk two or three weeks to extract the information from 

the current Valuation Roll so far only as the Incorporated 

Areas are concerned; the work is of such a nature that 

the time taken could be halved for engaging double the 

Staff. 

I am unable to put any Staff off the present all

important work of printing the Valuation Roll, and, conse

quently, can only undertake the supply of the information 

relating to the Added Areas if you authorise me either to 

hold the Valuation Roll printing up or engage temporary 
..

additional assistance. 

Other information which may be helpful indicates 

that from the 1st May, 1935 to the 28th February, 1939, 

there were transferred from European names to Indian names 

115 properties at a rateable value of £182,230, while from 

Indians to Europea~ during the same perio~ there were 

transferred 8 properties at a rateable value of £16,720. 

The result ~eing, during that period, a gain to Indian 

ownership of 107 properties with a gain in rateable value 

of £165,510. 

Further / ••• 
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Further helpful information may be that during the 

two-year period from 1st August, 1937 to 31st July, 1939, 

no less than 140 properties were transferred in the Old 

Borough Area from European-named owners to Indian-named 

owners; such details being allocated as under : 

Ward.-_... 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Number of 
Properties. 

7 
42 

7 
2 
5 
2 

69 
6 

140 

Rateable Values. 
£ 

3),450 

106,140 


8,840

3m . 


4,680 

5,430 


74,000 

8&00 


£237,840 

It is of interest to note that of these 140 proper

ties no less than III or approximatev 80% fell within 

Wards 2 and 7. This indicates that there~ in progress 

a normal radial expansion. in Indian ownerships from the 

Grey Street - Victoria Street centre. 

It is within my knowledge that quite apart from the 

casual, but nevertheless disturbing, penetrations into 

recognised European areas such as Bartle Road, Cato Road, 

Chelmsford Road, Essenwood Road, etc., there is a marked 

advance in the number of Indian acquisitions extending 

towards 

(a) Umgeni via North Street, First Avenue, etc. 

(b) Congella via Gale Street, Umbilo Road, etc. 

(c) 	 Central Berea via Berea Road, Old Dutch Road, 
Mansfield Road, etc. 

In the first two mentioned directions the process 

has been taking place slowly, but surely, for many years 

past i ..... 
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past, with the result that there is not so muCh complaint 

from Europeans in these areas as there is from Europeans 

in the Mansfield Road Area. 

Burgess Roll. 

In the 1923/24 Burgess Roll which was published 

immediately prior to the promulgation of Ordinance 19 of 

1924, out of a total number of 15,282 enrolled Burgesses 

776, or 5.07%, bore Indian names. 

In the present Burgess Roll published on the 1st 

June, 1939, out of a total number of 43,243 enrolled Bur

gesses there appear only 177 Indian names, or 0.41% of the 

total. 

From records the percentage number of Indian 

names appearing in the 1923/24 Roll was the highest on 
,<""

record, wherea~the Gurrent Rol~prepared on amending 

legislation which abolished plural voting, the percentage 

is the lowest. 

I await your instructions with regard to~he 

extraction of information relating to the Valuation Roll jcovering the Incorporated Areas. 

Yours faithfully, 
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