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MN: Good morning and welcome to the Documentat ion Centre.  

This  is  another  episode in  our  Oral  His tory Project .   Today 

we are blessed with the presence of  Mr Yunus Mohammed.  

 Sir ,  good morning and welcome to UDW. 

YM: Good morning.  

MN: Mr Mohammed,  i f  we may s tar t .   Where did i t  a l l  begin?   

Where were you born?  

YM: I was born in  Johannesburg,  in  a  suburb cal led Jeppe.  

MN: When was that?  

YM: l950.  

MN: l950.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your parents?  

YM: Well ,  my parents ,  my mother’s  name is  Amina.  My father’s  

name is  Ismai l .  Ja ,  I think my mother ,  I think,  came just  

from India,  I think in  terms of  that  Nat ional is t  Government ,  

the las t  few brides ,  I think in  l948.   So two years  later ,  ja  I 

was born.   My father  was a sort  of  smal l  retai ler .  He ran a 

sort  of  grocery and then later  on a crockery kind of  shop.   

Ja ,  so that’s  his  background.   

MN: The father?  

YM: The father ,  no,  my father ,  he 's  South African.  You know, 

he,  I think he may also,  i f  I recal l  correct ly,  might  have 

been born in  India,  but  I mean he,  because my granny was 

l iving here,  my grandparents  and I think my,  probably my 
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grandfather  came,  my great-grandfather ,  but  then I think,  

my grandmother  must  have gone back to  India,  so he was 

actual ly born there and then came back when he was about  

one or  two years  old,  so you know effect ively he just  kind 

of  grew up in  South Africa.  

MN: Do you know anything about  your grandparents '  

background,  who they are,  where were they born?  

YM: Ja,  no,  no,  I do know -  I’ve actual ly been to  the vi l lage,  

you know, from which I suppose they came.  I think,  mind 

you,  both my parents  came from the same area.   It ’s  an 

area,  i t ’s  around a ci ty.   It ’s  cal led Baruch.  You know i t ’s  

between Bombay and Delhi .  If  you’re going up on that  

route,  jus t  before you come to Surat ,  and so,  ja ,  I’ve been 

to  the vi l lage and you know I’ve grown up,  maybe just  to  

tel l  you one anecdote,  i s  that ,  I mean,  I,  a l though I can’t  

speak,  wel l  I suppose I can,  I’m sort  of  qui te  rusty in  

Gujarat i ,  but ,  you know I grew up in  a ,  i t ’s  a  very sort  of  

ex tended family set -up,  you know, and my great-

grandmother  was al ive,  I think for  the f i rs t ,  t i l l  I was about  

f ive or  s ix-years  old,  and my granny and my aunty,  i t  was a 

home in which we spoke Gujarat i .   I couldn’t  speak Engl ish 

wel l  when I s tar ted school ,  in  fact ,  you know. And so,  I say 

when I went  to  the vi l lage i t  was about  1967/68,  when I 

was about  17/18-years  old,  and I looked,  you know in those 

days,  can I refer  to  you,  Vino.  Vino would know, you know, 

that  was the days of  the Hippies ,  and I think,  you know, i f  

you can imagine,  I had these denim jeans,  ja ,  you know, i t  

was dir ty,  a  jacket  and a big beard and very long hair ,  and I 

ended up at  this  vi l lage,  because I was going through India.  

 But  they were very surprised,  because my Gujarat i  was 

fai r ly f luent  at  that  s tage,  you know and so,  I now spent  

about  a  week or  two weeks there,  you know, but  i t  was just ,  

ja ,  i t  was a sort  of  qui te  an experience.  
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MN: How many are you at  home,  I mean your s ibl ings?   

YM: Well ,  no,  I’ve got  no chi ldren.  

MN: No,  at  home.  

YM: You mean my brothers  and s is ters .  No,  I’ve got  two 

brothers  and two s is ters .   I’m the eldest .  

MN: Can you tel l  us  more about  your family?   How was i t  l ike,  

how was i t ,  as  you grew up,  I mean,  your f i rs t  memories  of  

your family.   How was i t  l ike at  home?  

YM: Well ,  my f i rs t  memories  were,  as  I said,  I grew up in  this  

ex tended family set -up,  but  i f  I describe the environment  in  

which I grew up,  i t  was an area,  you know which,  I 

suppose,  because i t  would have been the early kind of  days 

of  formal  apartheid,  i f  I was born in  ‘50,   you know, so 

because the Nats  came into power in  ‘48.   So i t  was a very,  

there was,  you know, i t  was not  a  -  the race issue didn’t  hi t  

me because there were,  wel l  I suppose i t  d id  later ,  but  I’m 

saying that  there was poor whi tes  l iving r ight  opposi te .   

There was a kind of  hotel ,  wi th  people s taying,  and you 

know, down the road there was sort  of  di fferent  people.   So 

i t  was a mixed race kind of  environment  there,  you know.  

It  was becoming a kind of  l ight  industr ial  area,  as  I grew 

up,  so we played in  those s t reets  there.  One next  to  me was 

a coloured family,  you know, so,  you know I grew up and 

sort  of  played in  that  kind of  environment ,  which,  you 

know was very different .  I suppose i t  would be l ike,  

suppose Cato Manor,  or  something l ike that ,  i f  you take the 

Durban environment ,  in  that  contex t ,  ja .  

MN: How was Jeppe,  I mean,  in  terms of  infras t ructure,  in  those 

days?  

YM: Ja,  wel l ,  I mean look,  the point  i s  that  there were,  the 

dwel l ings  we l ived in  were fai r ly old,  r ight ,  so,  I think i f  

you must ,  remember Johannesburg was only founded in  

1886,  so i t  was s t i l l  qui te  a  young place,  but ,  I mean,  the 
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chi ldhood memories  were that  you s t i l l  had,  you know 

horse carts ,  you know horse-drawn carts ,  you know, and,  so 

the s t reets ,  I mean i t  had cars  and so on,  and I think by 

about ,  when I was about  ten-  years  old,  they sort  of ,  wel l  

they were diminishing,  or  decl ining usage of  that ,  you 

know, they were there.   But  i t  was,  you know, the area 

where I s tayed,  the s t reets  were tarred and so on,  by that  

s tage.  I mean Jeppe is  only about  a  ki lometre from Carl ton 

Centre,  i f  you take that  as  the kind of  centre of  

Johannesburg,  and you know, the s t reet  where I l ived is  on 

Commissioner ,  jus t  off  Commissioner  Street ,  you know.  So 

i t ’s  very near  the sort  of ,  wel l  the heart  of  the old,  I 

suppose the current  CBD, you know, but  that’s  where i t  

was.   So that  i s  the area,  but  as  I said,  that  area,  at  that  

t ime,  even now, I mean i t ’s  now, there’s  no res idents  in  the 

area where I used to  l ive,  I think because the propert ies  got  

sold and I think people would have been moved out ,  

because of  ei ther  the Group Areas ,  or  because of  the 

rezoning into a  l ight  industr ial  area.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your s tar t ing,  I mean your school ing.  

Which school  and the l i fe  at  school ,  how did you f ind i t?  

YM: Ja,  I went  to  school ,  i t  i s  cal led Gold Street  Primary 

School .  That  was about ,  wel l  that’s  actual ly nearer  towards 

the centre of  Johannesburg,  r ight ,  but  a  bi t  on the southern 

s ide.   Ja ,  I used to  walk to  school  dai ly,  i t  was about ,  ja ,  

a lso just  a  bi t ,  jus t  under  I suppose a ki lometre,  roughly 

that  we used to  do.  And wel l  in  those days i t  was from 

Grade l  to  Standard 5.   It  was a co-educat ional  school .   I 

completed,  ja  that  school ing by 1963,  I completed Standard 

5,  I s tar ted in  1957,  and then I went ,  then I think by that  

t ime,  [because of]  the effects  of  apartheid,  so there was 

only one school  in  Johannesburg,  which was in  Fordsburg,  

and that  could not  be cont inued,  r ight .   I th ink the sort  of  
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Indian,  not  only the Indian Congress ,  but  al l  the Congresses  

joined the African Nat ional  Congress ,  others  had s tar ted a 

Congress  school  of  some kind,  but  i t  never  got  [going] ,  by 

the t ime I was ready to  go to  school ,  I don’t  think they 

could carry on and they were not  al lowed,  so you had two 

choices .   You had to  t ravel ,  you know, ei ther  to  Lenasia,  

which was on the western s ide,  or  to  Benoni ,  and those 

were the only two schools .   So Jeppe is  on the eastern s ide 

of  Johannesburg,  so I jus t  elected to  go to  Benoni  r ight .   So 

that  was,  ja  I think,  that’s  when,  I think my,  sort  of  

pol i t ical  consciousness  began to  awaken,  r ight ,  because I 

had to  get  up at  about  four ,  f ive in  the morning,  and catch a 

t rain  at  half-past -s ix ,  r ight ,  f inish school  at  about  two,  

three in  the af ternoon and then i t  was a walk to  the s tat ion 

from home,  and then another ,  sort  of  qui te  a  dis tance from 

the Benoni  s tat ion to  the school .   Ja  and so,  the point  i s ,  a t  

that  s tage,  ja  I couldn’t  afford,  sort  of  bus  fare or  anything,  

so I used to  just  walk,  you know those dis tances ,  up and 

down.   But  I think what ,  I suppose what ,  why I not iced 

that ,  what  I suppose began,  one of  the sort  of  factors ,  was 

that  when you were r iding back at  three,  four  in  the 

af ternoon,  you know the rai lway l ines  run along al l  these 

whi te suburbs ,  between Johannesburg and Benoni  and you 

see al l  these kids  playing soccer  and rugby and cr icket  in  

those green f ields  and you know; you get  home by about  

four ,  f ive o’clock;  you’re exhausted;  and then you’ve just  

got  to  get  down to eat ;  and then s tar t  wi th your homework;  

you know, and then i t ’s  the same s log everyday;  you know, 

so compared to  others  who are going to  school  on their  

doorsteps ,  wi th al l  the faci l i t ies .   So,  ja  in  that  sense,  you 

know, there was no kind of ,  the kind of  l i fe ,  the ful l  l i fe  

that  you have,  you know, i t  was just  confined,  you know, to  

the s tudy sector .   Ja ,  and then,  what  had t ranspired was that  
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by,  I think by about ,  I completed my Standard Eight .   When 

I was doing my Standard Nine,  I think a lot  of  my fr iends 

lef t ,  r ight ,  and then,  I suppose I was just ,  I suppose,  maybe 

one of  the things that  leads  to  becoming pol i t ical ly 

involved is ,  I don’t  know whether  al l  the others  were 

rebels ,  but  I suppose you’re jus t  a  rebel  -  you don’t  -  and 

that  i s  what  I was,  I suppose,  maybe I should have said,  

wel l  make the comment ,  that  i t  jus t  appl ies  to  everybody,  

but  i t  appl ied to  me,  and then,  what  happened was that  I,  

you know, because of  al l  my fr iends lef t ,  but  I was also 

get t ing sort  of  bored,  r ight ,  so I used to  t ravel  to  Benoni  

and come back,  but  I used to  take the homework from my 

col leagues,  r ight .   I’d  end up in  school  about  two or  three 

days a week,  the other  two days I was just  kind of  loafing,  

basical ly.   Then I had these fr iends.   They decided to  s tudy 

through Damelin,  because,  the opt ions ,  at  that  t ime,  was 

when you were,  because i t  was two years  away,  you know, 

because I would then have matr iculated and then i t  was a 

quest ion of ,  where were you going to  go to  univers i ty,  

r ight .   At  that  t ime we had a,  I suppose the predecessor  to  

this  ins t i tut ion,  which was Sal isbury Is land r ight ,  and I 

wasn’t  too keen on sort  of  going there,  and you know, so,  

there was real ly nothing and we were looking at  overseas ,  

sort  of  overseas  opt ions .   So we ended up s i t t ing in  this ,  

there was a sort  of  Uni ted States  Informat ion Service 

(USIS),  in  the centre of  Johannesburg.   So I sat  there,  read 

magazines ,  coffee,  you know, occasional ly go and end up 

watching a movie,  you know, in  those days,  we used to  cal l  

them bioscopes,  you know.  My parents  didn’t  know, r ight ,  

and the point  i s  when,  you know, you become l ike a ant i -

hero in  your class ,  you know, so everybody else says ,  “No,  

he’s  s ickly and he’s  got  as thma" and al l  that  when I’m not  

there,  you know, so they protect  you in  some kind of  way,  
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you know, and nobody found out .   But  then,  you know, I 

real ised,  look you know, I’m not  fool ing [anyone] .   My 

parents  wouldn’t  have known.  My resul ts  were f ine,  you 

know, because I was s t i l l  s tudying.   I jus t  didn’t  need to  

at tend formal  classes .   What  I decided to  do,  my fr iend 

said,  "look why don’t  you just ,  we’re wri t ing Matric" 

because they decided to  condense that ,  you see,  they were 

s tudying through Damelin.  This  is  about  -  jus t  af ter  July,  

August .  So I said okay.  Then I said,  "okay,  let  me go and 

confront  my parents ."  Because I don’t  want  make this  t r ip  

now to Benoni  and back everyday,  and get  up at  s ix-thi r ty 

in  the morning,  I’d  rather  spend the t ime s tudying.  So I 

went  to  my parents .   I said ,  "look this  is  the t ruth,  r ight ,  

this  is  what  I want  to  do,  and I want  to  then go s tudy 

overseas ,  and I'm going to  do my Matric  in  the next  three 

months ." And they said,  "You're crazy.  So you must  carry 

on.” So I said,  “look,  you can send me to  school ,  I’m going 

to  leave and I’m not  going to ,  my heart  i s  not  there.”   So 

eventual ly,  I was able to  persuade them, and I did that ,  then 

I wrote in  a  way that  I,  sort  of  I got  some sups 

(suppl imenteries) ,  you know. I sort  of  wrote and I passed 

three subjects  and I did wel l .  Then,  at  the same t ime,  I 

must  have wri t ten to  about ,  you know, I don’t  know, tens  

of  univers i t ies ,  a  number of  them in the States ,  for  

scholarships  and so on,  and obviously,  they al l  pol i tely 

decl ined.   You know expect ing that .  My Dad said to  me,  

"look the only place that  you can go is  Pakis tan."  So,  I 

said,  "f ine,  as  long as  I can get  out  of  the country" I 

thought  to  myself .  So that’s  when I went .  I went  to  

Pakis tan for ,  i t  was in  1968.   So I completed -  because you 

see the years  are also different .  We have a calendar  year .   I 

th ink everywhere in  the north,  i t ’s  usual ly af ter  the summer 

hol idays,  you know. 
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MN: Did you manage to  do,  complete your Matr ic?  

YM: Yes.  

MN: You did your sups.  

YM: Yes,  I did that  in  March.   You see,  so I wrote in  November,  

you know, the s ix  subjects .   I got ,  I can’t  remember how 

many,  but  I got  some sups,  and I passed some,  but  I would 

have passed.   I would have had to  pass  enough to  wri te  the 

sups and then I got  the sups,  and then I had a Matr ic ,  r ight ,  

and then I went .  Now, you know, i f  you,  in  al l  these 

overseas  places ,  they have 0-levels  and A-levels ,  you know, 

so what  I had to  go and do is  the A- levels ,  so I didn’t  need 

the equivalent  of  an exemption,  because i t  would have been 

the same,  i t  doesn’t  real ly make a di fference,  because I 

don’t  know what  they have these days,  but  I mean that  i s  

what  they had in  those days.   See when I got  -  should I go 

on to  Pakis tan or  do you s t i l l  want  to  talk  about  South 

Africa?  

MN: No,  I want  you to  tel l  us ,  can you tel l  us  more about  the 

fr iends,  who helped you to  loaf?  

YM: To . . .  [ interrupt ion]  

MN: The ones  who gave you notes ,  who helped you to  dodge.  

YM: Sorry,  I can’t  remember,  the names now.  You know, to  be 

honest  wi th you,  I jus t  los t  contact  wi th a  lot  of  them, 

because they're  based in  Johannesburg,  ja ,  but  let ’s  see i f  I 

can remember.   You know, I can remember their  faces  and I 

know that ,  because,  you know, in  Jeppe,  jus t  to  tel l  you,  

what  used to  happen,  is  that ,  we used to  l ive behind shops,  

qui te  often,  you know, so I remember that  his  brother  had a 

tai lor  shop,  and I used to  end up,  because i t  was down the 

road from me,  you see.   So you know, i t  was mainly the 

persons,  you know one,  part icular  fel low that  I remember,  

but  I can’t  to  be honest ,  I can’t  remember his  name.  
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MN: Now, what  also interests  me,  is  that  you were doing your 

Standard Eight  in  Benoni .  

YM: Then I completed the Standard Eight .  

MN: You completed the Standard Eight?  

YM: Ja.  

MN: Now, I want  to  know, what  was pushing you?   I mean,  what  

was your l i fe  l ike at  school ,  or  was,  what  you only hated 

the mere fact  that  you only wake up at  half  past  four?   

YM: Ja,  wel l  look,  the point  i s  that  again,  what  has ,  wel l  let ’s  

jus t  say the physical  environment  that  was bad,  was,  you 

know, I jus t  remember,  we had,  say when I was in  s tandard 

s ix ,  two years  early,  we had snow, al r ight .   We were s i t t ing 

in  this  prefabricated class ,  the windows were broken,  i t  had 

a cement  f loor .   Now when you get  up,  the point  i s ,  when 

you get  to  these s tat ions ,  there’s  jus t  cement  f loors ,  

al r ight .   Trains  are not  always on t ime.   So you’re s tanding 

there,  r ight .   Your feet  are l ike frozen.  You s i t  in  that  

class ,  when i t ’s  snowing,  and that  wind.   So,  you know, I 

mean,  l ike I used to  have colds  and f lu  qui te  often,  but  that  

was,  you know, in  the winter  months .   So i t  was there.   

Other  than that ,  I think there were some,  I mean,  there were 

some sort  of  teachers  who were good,  others  were not  good 

in  the normal  course of  events ,  you know.  I think some 

teachers ,  you know, t r ied to  also,  I think,  help to  awaken,  

sort  of  your pol i t ical  consciousness .  You know they told 

you s tories ,  you know, in  l ike of  sort  of  red ants  and whi te 

ants  and so,  or  whatever ,  and you know which deal t  wi th 

those kind of  social  i ssues .   So,  in  i t sel f ,  you know, the 

school ,  I mean,  as ide from those things was f ine,  I mean 

you know, I got  along with the people.   The problem was 

that ,  I suppose in  a  sense you develop a kind of  social  

ci rcle ,  a  group of  people who are your fr iends at  school ,  

who are also,  you know just  kind of  rebels ,  and because 
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they are sort  of  rebels ,  you know, when they lef t ,  i t  i s  jus t  

sort  of ,  you know, you could go to  school ,  you knew 

everybody else,  they’d support  you.  But  you know, one s ide 

of  that ,  that  at  least  that  kept  me going,  I suppose in  the 

school .   You know, so when most  of  the persons who were 

in  that  ci rcle  wi th you,  were not  there,  you know, i t  jus t  

became,  you know, you said look.   So you know, you were 

going to  school ,  you could do the homework,  but  I was,  i f  

they hadn’t  suggested to  me,  I probably would have s t i l l  

gone through,  nobody would have been too much the wiser ,  

and I would have passed my Standard Nine and cont inued 

to  do my Standard Ten.  So I think,  that  i t  wasn’t  anything 

ex traordinary about  the school ,  that  made me leave,  ja .  

MN: Okay.  You also ment ioned that  your pol i t ical  awareness  

was awakened during one of  your t r ips .   Did you say 

anything at  home about  i t?  

YM: Well ,  ja ,  wel l  let ’s  say that ,  ja ,  a t  home wel l  I would have 

begun to  talk  to  my parents ,  but  you know, by,  this  by ‘64 

you began to  not ice these things,  these lectures  came.   By 

‘68,  now you must  remember,  you see the Republ ic  was 

declared on the 31 May ‘61.  So,  by 19. . .  when I was in  

Standard Eight ,  I was al ready dis t r ibut ing i l legal  pamphlets  

at  school .   I had al ready l inked up with people,  you know, 

who were producing these things,  and so on.   Right ,  I’m 

not  sure,  there’s  a  chap cal led Moola,  I’m not  sure i f  he 

was l inked to  a  chap cal led Mosie Moola,  who was in  ex i le ,  

r ight .   But  I can’t  remember too clearly now and you know, 

who l ived in  that  area.  Now I remember get t ing  pamphlets  

and dis t r ibut ing that .  But  also what  s t ruck me was the kind 

of  fear ,  you know, amongst  your fel low students  and so on.  

They just  thought  that  you were nuts ,  you know, t rying to  

do that ,  and you know, I think i f  you remember that  period,  

that  was when you know, you had the Rivonia Trial ,  you 
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know you had al l  these,  and you know by that  t ime the 

State had real ly smashed whatever  remained of  the 

Liberat ion Movement .  Most  of  the people ei ther ,  you know, 

the Rivonia Trial  was ‘64,  ‘65,  you know that’s  when 

Mandela and the others  had gone to  prison.   There were a 

whole lot  of  other  t r ials  going on and they had caught  a  

whole lot  of  people who had s tar ted the MK cadres ,  who 

were doing that  and many of  them, the res t  of  the people 

had gone into ex i le  at  that  t ime.   So there was very l i t t le  

remaining,  but ,  ja ,  that  t ime there was very l imited kind of  

act ivi ty,  you know, so i t  was,  I had gone beyond the point  

of  jus t  being conscious,  to  becoming that  sort  of  s tudent ,  

an act ivis t  of  some sort ,  ja .  

MN: Yes.   How was i t  pol i t ical ly,  because now during that  t ime 

the organisat ions  were banned.  You f ind that  in  most  

communit ies ,  ratepayers  associat ions  wil l  masquerade as  

ratepayers  but  yet  come up pol i t ical ly,  I mean pushing  

pol i t ical  phi losophy.   

YM: There was nothing of  that  kind,  you see because,  see what  

was happening was that  f i rs t ly,  you see that ,  i t  was not  a ,  

you know, i t ’s  not  a  class ical  township or  suburb as  you 

have i t .   You know, the point  i s ,  next  to  where I l ived was 

a big garage,  r ight .   On the one s ide was a big wal l  r ight  

there.   I had a narrow kind of  passage,  you know about  say,  

two,  you know about ,  ja ,  say a metre or  two metres  wide,  

you know, where I used to  just  play soccer ,  i t  was 

cemented.  You know, down the road,  was a kind of  factory,  

you know so nobody,  people weren’t  spending on houses ,  

because i t  was declared an industr ial  area,  so you remained 

and you know, in  terms of  the Group Areas  Act ,  you 

weren’t  going to  be able to  remain,  you know, so by about  

‘67,  I think,  my parents ,  in  fact  we had to  move out  by ‘64,  

because where that  the house is  now, you know there’s  a  
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kind of  l ight  industr ial  factory,  that  went  up in  l964.   So,  

you know, there was real ly,  you know i t  was a community,  

you know, you were res ident  there,  but  your t ime was 

l imited.   I wasn’t  conscious of  that ,  you know, at  that  age,  

but  that’s  what  was happening,  in  that  sense.   So there was 

real ly,  you know, there were a few homes here,  a  few 

homes down the s t reet ,  and maybe by l950,  there were 

much more homes,  but  you know, as  I grew up,  you know 

there were more factories  coming up or  commercial  sort  of  

bui ldings,  and the people were diminishing in  the area.  

MN: Beginning of  your pol i t ical  act ivism,  you said i t  begun in  

high school ,  when you dis t r ibuted pamphlets .  Whose 

pamphlets  were they?   Can you enl ighten us  more?  

YM: Well ,  they were just  sort  of  an unnamed,  you know, there 

was,  you know if  you read this  Raymond Sut tener’s  book,  

he talks  about  these roneo  machines ,  you know.  So they 

were just  roneod pamphlets ,  you know, you take that  kind 

of  paper ,  type out  a  s tenci l ,  and they run off .   They had no 

name on i t ,  you know i t  was just  condemning,  that  we don’t  

recognise this  thing and so on,  you know, you just  wanted 

to  remain anonymous,  and the object  of  the pamphlet  was 

to  get  people,  you know to boycot t  these Republ ic  Day 

celebrat ions .   You know at  school ,  the s tudents  were asked 

to  s tand and salute the f lag and,  you know, so,  you know, i t  

was just  t rying to  get  people not  to  do those things.   To 

say,  we’ve got  nothing to  celebrate,  as  blacks,  you know, in  

terms of  what  the Republ ic ,  because i t ’s  actual ly dest roying 

our l ives  and i t ’s  making current  condi t ion worse for  us .  

MN: As a dis t r ibutor ,  where did you get  them from?  

YM: No,  no,  as  I say,  I got  them from this ,  you know there was a 

chap,  you know.  Well ,  there were some people that  were 

l inked.   Now, what  is  not  clear  in  my memory is  whether ,  

you know at  that  s tage,  you know, there’s ,  I met ,  you know, 
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some people around the area,  where the mosque was,  

because you see,  also what  I may not  have ment ioned is  

that ,  wel l   not  when I was in  High school ,  but  in  Primary 

school ,  you know, I’m t rying to  work out ,  I can’t  

remember.   But  I had to  come home and then go back to ,  ja ,  

but  you know what  we cal l  madressa,  which is  kind of  

rel igious classes ,  in  the Is lamic community.   So r ight  for  

that  whole period,  you know, I used to  go in  the af ternoon 

there,  so I think i t  was in  that  area and I met ,  you know, so 

some of  my fr iends,  I think you’ve just  got  to  pardon my 

memory,  because I can’t  remember now who these 

youngsters  were.   I can probably remember more faces  than 

names now, but  I remember,  you know, i t  was l ike Moolas  

or  Mayats ,  or  something.  The exact  fel lows now I can’t  

remember their  names.  It ’s  jus t  a  long t ime.   But  that’s  

maybe part  of  our  problem, we don’t  record our His tory,  ja .  

MN: You wanted to  go to  the west  but  you ended up in  Pakis tan.  

Tel l  us  about  that  t r ip?  

YM: Okay,  wel l  as  I said,  I ended up in  Pakis tan.  

MN: When was i t  by the way?  

YM: This  was in  l967,  ja  ‘67,  ja  r ight  mid’67,  because ja  that’s  

r ight ,  I did,  no,  I would have completed my s tandard eight ,  

no i t  was ‘68.   Right ,  i t  would have been,  I f inished,  the 

matr ic  I did in  ‘67 and then March ‘68,  r ight  and I lef t  in  

July ‘68.  Okay,  I think when I got  again to  Pakis tan,  I 

suppose your kind of  rebel l ious  nature,  I suppose 

cont inues ,  r ight .  So I,  we were supposed to  s tay in  a  hostel ,  

I suppose.  

MN: Were you s t i l l  a  hippie?  

YM: No,  no then was when I became -  I wasn’t  a  hippie.  

MN: So you were clean now. 

YM: No,  no,  wel l ,  I suppose af ter  a  certain  t ime,  my beard 

would have s tar ted growing.   Well ,  I suppose I had a beard,  
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at  that  t ime.   I can’t  recal l  when,  you know, but  when I got  

to  Pakis tan,  I would have been growing a beard;  and my  

hair  would have been long,  and so on.   So we were s tudents  

there,  but  what  happened was,  that  we were s taying,  l ike,  

you know, i f  you had a univers i ty,  there were univers i ty 

col leges ,  and i t  had res idences  l ike yours .   But ,  I didn’t  

l ike i t  there,  and then some of  us  got  together  and we went  

and sort  of  rented a f lat  in  one of  the suburbs ,  you know, 

and then I went  to  a  di fferent  col lege there.   Anyway,  not  

much that  happened by way of  my s tudies .   If  you 

remember l968 what  you had was a whole lot  of  s tudent  

upris ing even in  the West .   You f ind i t  was the days of  Che 

Guevara.   There was a chap cal led,  I think i t ’s  Tarieq Ali ,  

or  Tarieq Aziz ,  one of  the two,  Al i ,  Al i .   Tarieq Ali ,  but  he 

was a Pakis tani  based in  the UK, r ight .   But  I didn’t  know 

him,  because I was in  Pakis tan,  he was in  the UK at  that  

t ime.   But  i t  was that  period,  and what  you had,  but  you 

had a whole s tudent  upris ing,  r ight ,  which occurred within 

a few months .   At  that  t ime there was a mil i tary 

dictatorship,  I suppose,  l ike you have today,  I suppose,  

Pakis tan has  been kind of  there.   So whi le I was there,  at  

the univers i ty,  and i t  was a very s tudent  lead,  not  lead,  but  

very s tudent  involved movement ,  and also s tudents .   So al l  

your col leges  closed down,  so not  much was happening.   

What  I then decided to  do was to  t ravel ,  af ter  about  a  

month or  two.   I had very l i t t le  money.   I remember i t  was 

about  £50 and I decided -  I had fr iends,  you know, who had 

t ravel led up with me and who had s tudied with me also at  

the UIS.   I think that  one of  the persons was close,  I 

haven’t  seen him for  a  long t ime,  is  Farouk Karar ,  I 

remember that  name.   He’s  the one person,  and what  we 

had done was,  I went  to  our  school  in  Karachi ,  Karachi’s  a  

coastal  ci ty,  and Lahore is  inland,  you know i t ’s  about ,  ja ,  
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i t ’s  about  more dis tant  than from here to  Johannesburg,  but  

i t  would be l ike Pietersburg.   So I t ravel led there.   I spent  

about  a  few weeks with him and then I t ravel led across  

from the northern end through Firozpur to  Delhi ;  but ,  I 

suppose you wil l  have to  look at  the Indian and Pakis tani  

maps to  fol low what  I’m saying.   But  anyway,  i t ’s  there and 

then,  ja ,  so what  we just  did is  that ,  that  what  I did,  I had 

some fr iends,  and we t ravel led across  but  we spl i t  up fai r ly 

quickly,  because I didn’t  l ike their  s tyle of  t ravel l ing,  

essent ial ly which is ,  you know -  there’s  a  movie cal led "If  

It ’s  Tuesday,  This  Must  Be Belgium."  Well ,  i f  you’ve seen 

that  one,  i t ’s  that ,  and eventual ly what  that  movie says ,  jus t  

wai t .   It ’s  these Americans that  t ry and want  to  get  cul tured 

in  Europe,  al r ight .  It  seems Vino knows this  movie;  i t ’s  a  

comedy;  but  i t ’s  hi lar ious .   It  means that  i f  you go,  they go 

through Europe in  seven days,  or  whatever ,  you don’t  know 

where you are,  but  you get  up and look at ,  oh so,  today,  

what’s  today,  i t ’s  Tuesday,  so that’s  r ight ,  and that’s  

basical ly what  you got .   We s tayed in  the t rain  al l  night ,  we 

get  to  Delhi ,  we get  into one of  these tour  buses ,  to  go and 

see about  twenty touris ts  at  these mosques and temples ,  and 

his torical  s ights .  I said,  look,  I don’t  want  to ,  for  me that’s  

f ine,  i t ’s  one of  the things,  I’ l l  do i t ,  I’ l l  read something,  

I’ l l  see which one I want  to  go and see,  one or  two 

mosques,  one or  two temples ,  but  I’m not  real ly here,  that’s  

why I want  to  take in .   I want  to  go and s i t  in .   Even in  

those days,  there was in  Delhi ,  I remember,  l ike a  cafeter ia ,  

you know, where ordinary people s i t t ing,  you know, and 

you just  s i t  there,  and you can s i t  for  a  long t ime.   It  was 

massive,  you know, and people come and go and you just  

dr ink tea and then you bump into Indians .   One of  the 

things that  I could do,  besides  speaking Gujarat i ,  i s  that  

because of  my school ing,  you know my mother ,  before she 
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came from India,  she had sort  of ,  she had school  in  Urdu.   

Now Urdu and Hindi  are very s imilar ,  you know, and Hindi  

and Engl ish are about  the nat ional  languages,  except  when 

you go to  the south,  you know, which is ,  there are a  whole 

range of  other  languages.  Tamil  and others  amongst  them, 

and so i t ’s  there,  but  I think that ,  but  i t ’s  accepted in  the 

north.   It ’s  also the language in  areas  l ike Delhi  and so on,  

so again what  was surpris ing because,  you know, people 

mistook my nat ional i ty,  or  wel l  anyway,  because they 

thought  I was anything from French to  American to  what ,  

looking with this  leather  jacket ,  and just ,  they didn’t  sort  

of  l ink you to  being Indian or  of  Indian origin,  you know, 

when they saw that ,  but  when you spoke the language and 

when you told them where you were from, even South 

Africa for  an ordinary Indian person,  was diff icul t  to  

physical ly place.  Anyway,  so that  was the experience.   And 

then what  I did was,  I spl i t  f rom these guys and I t ravel led 

r ight  to  Bombay and then down to Goa,  al r ight ,  a l l  on my 

own.   I jus t  wanted an experience,  r ight .   But  also you see,  

jus t  to  see that ,  you know that  poverty in  India and 

Pakis tan was s t i l l  prevalent  there as  wel l ,  you know, in  al l  

i t ’s  ex treme forms,  and then what  had happened was,  that  I 

got  back to  Pakis tan,  I had used up my al lowance,  so I was 

l iving off  very l i t t le  money.   Now one of  the thing that  

people warn you about  is  not  eat ing off  the s t reets ,  but  

what  they mean about  off  the s t reets  is ,  you have these 

hawkers ,  because,  again i t  i s  a  sub-t ropical  cl imate,  i t ’s  not  

hygienic,  the food is  lef t  there,  f l ies  s i t  on i t  and so on,  

and,  you know, I was sort  of  jus t  very kind of ,  jus t  being a 

rebel  again,  i t ’s  f ine,  I said now you are,  you know we used 

to  use the term,  you are sort  of  bourgeois  now.  What ,  you 

don’t  want  to  mix  with the people;  you talk  al l  these 

things.   I went ,  I used to  go and eat  that  food.  Part ly i t  was 
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necessi tated by money,  you know, because when you got  

there and then you know, you had to  put  your money,  you 

went  and sat  in  a  nice hotel  and had a good meal ,  r ight .   As 

the money ran out ,  now you had to  f ind cheaper  meals ,  so 

however,  you rat ional ise.   Anyway,  as  a  consequence,  I got  

very i l l .   I got  typhoid in  fact ,  and so I los t  about  thi r ty,  

forty ki lograms.  Fortunately,  we knew students  at  the 

medical  col lege there,  and I got  t reatment .  But  at  that  t ime 

now I was planning to  go and hi tchhike across  to  Europe,  

you know, so i t  was s t i l l  there.   My Dad had sent  some of  

my uncle’s ,  you know, one I know from Cape Town,  the 

other  one’s  late ,  but  he was from Zambia,  and they had 

gone to  Mecca for  Haj ,  and they came because they were 

going to  India,  so they s topped over .  Now, what  had 

happened is  there was a fr iend of  mine,  who had a kind of  

very,  i t  might  have been owned by some South African but  

i t  was almost  l ike a  very dingy kind of  room, big room, 

but ,  you know, i t  was just  l iving on the very kind of  

di ff icul t  ci rcumstances ,  because you know i t ’s  not ,  i t ’s  

kind of  that  Karachi  area is  sort  of  a  kind of  semi-desert  

area,  so your water  is  res t r icted,  you only have water  for  

two,  three hours  a  day.   You f i l l  your buckets  of  water ,  

r ight ,  and that  was l ike,  you know, below old warehouses  

and so on,  so you have bats  f lying around and so on.  So i t  

was an interest ing,  again experience.   You see,  one of  the 

things I used to  do is  read a lot .   So I was reading a book 

cal led “Crime and Punishment” by Dosteovsky,  r ight ,  but  i t  

was bad to  do i t  in  a  way,  when you’re in  that  kind 

depressed kind of  s i tuat ion,  because you know, i t ’s  a  very 

good book but  i t  a lso a kind of  very depressing book.   

Anyway,  when I got  i l l ,  there were some other  fr iends.   

This  guy who’s  f lat  I had moved into,  wel l  this  place,  

because he moved into a nicer  f lat  in  a  suburb,  and when I 
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got  s ick,  he had fr iends who were from East  Africa.   They 

were Ismal is ,  you see,  which is ,  belong to  this  Aga Khan.   

So I recovered there,  but  when my uncles  came,  now very 

few people knew where I was,  so i t  took them some t ime to  

f ind a fr iend of  mine,  at  one of  these univers i ty col leges  

and t race me,  but  these Ismal i  guys,  they are sort  of  less ,  

how do you say,  conservat ive or  orthodox about  their  

rel igious bel iefs ,  you know, so they would go,  their  women 

are al lowed to  go to  mosques in ,  where,  sort  of ,  my 

rel igious background,  they’re not  al lowed.   So when they 

came to  this  f lat  now, they saw,  somebody that  was,  had 

lost  thi r ty,  forty ki lograms,  there were these and these 

women,  sort  of  s tudents  or  fr iends were vis i t ing in  this  

f lat ,  I don’t  know what  must  have gone through their  heads.  

 They saw me there.   Then they sort  of  phoned my father ,  

they said,  no,  I think Yunus must  come back,  he can’t  s tay 

here and so on,  and so they were going to .   So my Dad said,  

"look,  you ei ther  come back or  I’m going to  cut  off  your 

al lowance." And al l  that ,  and anyway.   I  real ised now they 

were going to ,  because now the s tories  that  they would hear  

from your relat ives  would be worse,  so I said let  me rather  

jus t  come back and then sort  of  rebui l t  my l i fe .   So I came 

back.   This  was a year  later .   So this  would be about  June 

l969.   When I came back,  then I went  and I had to ,  I said I 

must  go and work now in Johannesburg,  r ight  and I worked 

for  an insurance company,  and then I decided,  I said I 

would come,  I had no choice now, I had to  come to 

Sal isbury Is land af ter  that ,  r ight .    

MN: Excuse me.   I forgot  to  ask you.   What  were you s tudying 

in  Pakis tan?  

YM: Well ,  what  we had to  do was,  you know, i t  was cal led an 

inter-ar ts  degree,  i t ’s  l ike your A Levels ,  you know, 

because what  i t  would decide is ,  where you,  you had to  
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pass  that  course in  the f i rs t  year ,  and then you would do,  

the equivalent  of  a  BA or a  BCom or whatever  you wanted 

to  do,  but  i t ’s  jus t  that  i t ’s  an intervening course,  between 

your Matr ic  and a univers i ty qual i f icat ion.  

MN: Now, your grandparents ,  having coming from India,  do you 

know why did you go to  Pakis tan instead of  India?    

YM: Well ,  Ja ,  i t ’s  because you see,  from my parent’s  point  of  

view,  al though the vi l lage is  there,  the point  i s  that ,  the 

whole issue is ,  they wanted an Is lamic country,  you see,  

they fel t  that  for  my cul ture i t  was bet ter  to  go to  Pakis tan 

rather  than to  India.   I th ink that  would have been their  

feel ing.  

MN: So,  now you came back.  

YM: Ja,  So I worked for  s ix-months  in  an insurance company 

that  was,  you know, just  to  earn some money to  save up to  

come to univers i ty,  r ight ,  and then at  the beginning of  

l970,  I came here and I t r ied to  say.   Look I’ve done this  

course,  I had some course credi ts  from Pakis tan,  but  I 

didn’t  have a univers i ty exemption,  and I was t rying to  

enrol  for  a  BA in l970 at  Sal isbury Is land,  and also at  the 

same t ime,  jus t  get  this  one,  I needed Afrikaans I think,  i t  

was an exemption subject ,  r ight ,  but  anyway they were not  

buying that .   They said,   no,  you go and get  your 

exemption and,  so I decided I' l l  s tay in  Durban and I went  

to  M.L.  Sul tan [Technical  Col lege]  you know for  the 

evening classes ,  r ight ,  and then I found work at  a  butchery,  

not ,  I wasn’t  cut t ing meat ,  but  I was,  as  a  clerk,  a  credi tors  

clerk.   It  was cal led,  i t  was in  Old Dutch Road now, I can’t  

remember what  i t  was cal led again.  Orchid Butchery,  r ight .  

 Okay,  so that  was,  I worked there for  the year ,  and at  night  

I went  to  and I actual ly did,  besides  Afrikaans,  I redid 

Maths ,  because I jus t  wanted to  improve my symbol  and I 

did Economics .   So I jus t  did a  thi rd subject ,  r ight .   Wel l ,  
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what  I also learnt ,  I did a  part - t ime course on touch typing,  

which helps  me a lot  these days,  wi th computers ,  because,  

so that’s  what  I did.   Then in  ‘71,  that’s ,  you know, when I 

f i rs t  met  Vino,  because we s tar ted that  year  at ,  a t  that  t ime,  

that  f i rs t  year  we were at  Sal isbury Is land,  ja ,  and that’s ,  

ja ,  so that’s  when I s tar ted,  and then we came here to  this  

place,  in  ‘72.   Not  you,  but  we,  or  I came,  okay.   Ja ,  and 

then,  so again that  was,  by the t ime I had come into,  I was 

sort  of  older  than most ,  some of  my,  a  lot  of  the s tudents  in  

my class ,  because I hadn 't  come out  of  school ,  because I 

had those years  in  Pakis tan and working and so on,  you 

know, so,  al though I had skipped a year .   So i t  wasn’t  too 

much of  a  di fference,  r ight ,  but  what  I had was a lot  of  

other  experience,  r ight ,  You know, one of  the things,  

maybe give you one more anecdote about  Pakis tan.   When I 

got  there,  you know, you get ,  they had a lot  of ,  in  those 

days,  l i terature from the Soviet  Union in  these places .   So 

you get  the three volumes of  Das Kapi tal  by Karl  Marx .   So 

they come to about  three volumes,  this  thick.   So how much 

i t  cost ,  you know, real ly i t  i s  nothing,  you know, i t  was 

l ike one rand today or  something,  you know, or  maybe ten 

rand,  but  i t  was a very nominal  amount ,  even in  terms of  

the value for  those books,  because I think they had been 

subsidised by the Soviet  Government .   Anyway,  so I go l ike 

a  big shot  and I buy these things,  r ight ,  and every morning 

I get  up and I’m t rying to  read this  thing.   I’m not  get t ing 

anywhere,  because I've got  no knowledge of  economics  and 

you know, I mean I’m bat t l ing.   After ,  I think about  i t ,  

about  two or  three months ,  I said hey,  Yunus,  whose t ime 

you 're  wast ing and you know, you’ve got  to  tel l  the guys 

you’ve read Das Kapi tal ,  but  you real ly not ,  you need to  get  

grounding and that’s  part  of  the reason why I went  and sort  

of ,  s tar ted doing some courses  in  economics  and so on,  
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even in  later  in  l i fe .   But  that  was basical ly that .   When,  ja ,  

so,  I said I became,  you know, I wasn’t  too act ive I think in  

that  ‘71 period.   I was get t ing to  know, but  I met  a  whole 

lot  of  the people,  who were act ive in  the s tudent  pol i t ic  

days,  so you know i t  would be,  you know l ike Pravin 

Gordhan,  your current  Receiver  of  Revenue,  Zac Yacoob,  

Krish Govender,  there was a whole lot  of  persons who were 

again in  the ‘72 period and there were,  you know I was 

again on the more on the kind of  -  I suppose lef t ,  u l t ra- lef t  

as  you would cal l  i t .   You know, because some people fel t  

that  you needed to  part icipate in  the system, and the system 

here would have been the SRC.  I assume those debates  go 

on in  s tudent  ci rcles ,  they wil l  probably go on.   But ,  what  

happened in  l972,  r ight ,  was that  Abraham Tiro was ki l led,  

r ight ,  and then there whole nat ional  s tudent  boycot ts ,  r ight ,  

and this  campus,  there were also boycot ts  here.   At  the 

campus here,  what  had happened was  that ,  the SRC 

was t rying to  control  the crowds,  and we were having a lot  

of  di fferences  with some of  the SRC people,  but  what  I 

real ised is ,  no these guys were,  you know we used to  cal l  

them sel l -outs  in  those days,  they were only interested in  

advancing their  careers  and so on.   But  as  the boycot t  

unfolded and we interacted more,  and general ly,  you know, 

because your pol icy is  that ,  you didn’t  want  to  be exposed,  

so that  you didn’t  want  the Securi ty Pol ice to  know you.   

But ,  you know, I jus t  said,  no look these guys were in  

t rouble.  You know we were s i t t ing here,  in  this  same 

campus,  cafeter ia  here across ,  and the point  i s  that ,  they 

were having diff icul ty in  t rying to  control  this  sort  of  

crowd,  and I think they were appeal ing to  some of  us ,  to  

say,  okay,  you’ve got  some fol lowing and support .   So I 

went  up and I sort  of  in  a  sense broke the protocol  of  my 

own grouping which was not  to  go onto a publ ic  plat form,  
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and just  spoke a bi t  and so on.   Then there was a coalescing 

of  pol i t ics ,  but  one became fai r ly act ively involved af ter  

that  period.  

END OF TAPE 1A 

RESUMPTION ON 1B 

MN: Welcome back,  Sir .   You were tel l ing us  about  your return 

to  the plat form,  breaking the protocol .  

YM: Yes,  okay.   Ja ,  I think that  was what  I did and then af ter  

that  I think,  you know, I worked together  closely,  I didn’t  

get  onto the SRC but  I think what  happened,  was that  as  a  

resul t  of  that  interact ion,  I then also real ised that  there was 

no point  in  cont inuing with the SRC, and then,  there was a 

kind of  coalescing of  forces  and the whole SRC was 

dissolved.   But  that  doesn’t  mean that  the s t ruggle didn’t  

cont inue.   So we cont inued and then again,  the second t ime 

now, I think i t  was again around Republ ic  day,  but  this  

t ime I got  caught  because now we produced the pamphlets  

at  univers i ty and I was dis t r ibut ing them in Beatr ice s t reet .  

 So I think that  was my f i rs t  interact ion with the Securi ty 

Pol ice here.  But  I was taken,  but  i t ’s  real ly nothing,  

because the pamphlets  were not  necessari ly,  I think they -  

but  that  t ime I think we had also l inked up with the Natal  

Indian Congress ,  I think i t  was the Natal  Indian Congress  

pamphlets ,  so there was nothing i l legal  about  them, r ight ,  

they didn’t  l ike i t ,  you know, so they took me in ,  and at  

that  t ime,  i t  was Fisher  Street ,  you know, that  i s  where they 

had the pol ice headquarters  before they moved to  -  I don’t  

know where they are these days.   So that  was the period.   

So then I think I jus t  got  s lapped around and kept  for  a  few 

hours  and then they dropped me off ,  and so on,  r ight .   

Came back,  but  before that ,  whi le  we were at  Sal isbury 

Is land.   In  those days,  I suppose you heard the s tory now 

about  the t ies .  You know you couldn’t  come to  this  
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univers i ty,  wi thout  wearing a t ie .   So the rebel  that  I was,  

merri ly walking in  wi thout  my t ie ,  and this ,  there was a 

chap cal led Olivier ,  who was the rector  of  this  place.   You 

probably,  you know, i f  you look at  the period the 60’s  and 

70’s ,  he was an old Broederbonder who was driving in  a  

chauffeur-driven car  and he opens his  window and he says ,  

"Where 's  your t ie".  I said,  "oh no,  I forgot  i t"  or  something.  

 So he cal led me up,  then there was a discipl inary about  

that .   That  was in  ‘71.   Then again in  ‘72,  or  ‘73,  then I got  

caught .   So by that  t ime he knew me.   After  that ,  I had,  

there was a whole formal  discipl inary hearing and al l  that ,  

and I think they just  warned me.   But  I think i t  wasn’t ,  

because they couldn’t  charge me criminal ly.  So they just  

gave me a hard t ime and they wrote to  my parents  and,  you 

know the usual  things.   But ,  in  terms of  my academic s ide,  

ja  maybe one should just  s tate  for  the record,   ja ,  we were 

here,  so that  was ‘72,  ‘73,  r ight .   I had al l  my courses .   My 

majors  would have been Private Law 3 and Engl ish 3.   So I 

passed Engl ish l  and 2 fai r ly easi ly.   But  what  we had was,  

there was a chap from, a Prof  from UCT who had come in 

at  the beginning of  that  year ,  Prof  Copeland or  something.   

So he was a kind of  very l iberal  fel low.   But ,  we then went  

to  see to ,  he invi ted us  to  his  house and so on,  but  you 

know, I was just  a  very outspoken fel low.   I t r ied to  keep 

my mouth shut  i t  d idn’t  work.   We were s i t t ing there and 

then so I had a big kind of  al tercat ion.   I told that  whole 

Engl ish department  what  I thought  of  them and their  kind 

of  l iberal ism and so on,  you know.  I real ised that  look,  

maybe somehow I always fel t ,  because I spent  much more 

t ime on Engl ish 3 than I did on Private Law 3 and the other  

subjects .   So I got  al l  the other  courses  except  for  Engl ish 

3,  which s t i l l  remains  outs tanding for  the BA, but  I decided 

look,  I’m not  going to  s t ick around and repeat  i t  jus t  for  
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that  one course.   I got  Art icles  and then I worked,  I was 

ar t icled to  Enver Motala and then I was doing,  sort  of ,  and 

then I did that  B.Proc which I completed by end of  ‘75.   

And I completed my art icles  in  that  two years .   At  that  

s tage,  at  the end of  ‘74,  wel l  there was the Frel imo ral ly 

and so on.   You know that  whole period and then you had 

this ,  the main SASO tr ial .   So you had al l  these guys,  

Terror  Lekota and Str ini  and Saths ,  you know you have al l  

these guys.   Now the at torney that  was handl ing i t ,  was a 

chap cal led Shun Chet ty.   Now he had recent ly returned 

from overseas .   These SASO guys went  to  him and chose 

him as  their  lawyer,  that  was their  r ight ,  but  some of  the 

legal  es tabl ishment ,  I was s t i l l  very young,  I mean I was 

just  s tudying my Art icles  s t i l l ,  you know, fel t  why are 

these guys going to  him,  where there are much more 

es tabl ished black f i rms and who have got  experience,  and 

who also had more sort  of  Congress  leanings,  and they 

didn’t  unders tand.   So whi le I always sort  of  Congress  

leanings,  I mean I had also been,  you know, in  the 

underground and even by that  period,  I mean ‘73,  ‘74,  I had 

met  Mbeki  in  Swazi land and so on.   But  that  was a 

di fferent  s tory.   But  I s t i l l  fel t  d i fferent ly towards these 

guys.   Some of  them I knew them and so on.  In  the ‘72 

boycot ts ,  we had worked together  and so on,  and this  fr iend 

of  mine who I had ment ioned,  Krish Govender who was at  

univers i ty,  but  he was ar t icled,  and he came to  me,  said,  

"look,  these guys are there" and so on.   I said ,  "ja ,  I know 

we’ve got  to  do something,  we can’t ,  because Shun doesn’t ,  

he was new in town and so on,  and he needed support ."   In  

any event ,  what  had happened was that  they decided also 

that  many of  them were from Durban,  or  even i f  they were 

not  from here,  this  was their  base,  because you know i t ’s  

more,  not  so much UDW, but  Medical  School  and Alan 
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Taylor  [Residence] ,  and so.  I said,  "no f ine." Whatever ,  I’ l l  

use,  that’s  "they have a r ight  to  choose their  lawyer,  we 

must  help them."  And then we went  and saw Shun and 

Shun said "look,  why don’t  you come and run the pract ice." 

So I spoke to  my sort  of  pr incipal  at  that  t ime was not  an 

ANC, al though now he’s  become an ANC guy,  I suppose 

everybody has ,  but  he was Uni ty Movement  [NEUM] in 

those days,  Enver Motala.   But  I spoke to  him,  he was f ine 

about  i t .   He said,  "  okay,  you go in  the af ternoons and just  

help out" and so on.   And then,  when I qual i f ied in  early 

'76,  then Shun said to  me,   "Look here,  why don’t  you just  

cont inue to  run,  because this  t r ial  i s  going to  run for  

another  year  or  so." So when I qual i f ied I worked for  him.  

Then,  what  happened,  whi le  he was running the t r ial ,  you 

had the Soweto upris ings ,  June ‘76,  and Shun was,  he had a 

smal l  off ice in  Pretoria ,  he opened up an off ice in  

Johannesburg,  and because he was handl ing this  t r ial ,  I 

th ink,  you know, just  everybody just  went  to  him.   I mean 

that’s  how i t  happens.   It  happened to  my pract ice,  later  in  

the 80’s ,  jus t  that  people just  come to  you,  because you 

have the experience.   But  also,  that  many ordinary lawyers  

are scared to  deal  wi th the Securi ty Pol ice.   You know, 

once you s tar t  deal ing with them, i t ’s  real ly,  i t ’s  jus t  

business ,  and you know, I had from that  early experiences ,  

I s tar ted,  wel l  I was picked up,  anyway in  that  '73 period.   

Okay,  so that  was that  and then unt i l  I sort  of  carr ied on 

and I became after  a  year  or  so,  a  partner  wi th Shun.   I was 

running the Durban off ice and we were discussing -  

[cel lphone r inging] .    

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN:   We're back.  
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 YM: So what  happened was then,  I think he had to  leave the 

country in  ‘79 and then I jus t  took over  the pract ice.   But ,  

there was some kind of  negot iat ions  with the Law Society,  

but  I was able to  show them that  this  pract ice had been 

different  and i t  was just  a  mat ter  of  t ime,  you know, to  

work out  an arrangement  wi th Shun to  take over  the Durban 

pract ice,  because he real ly had no interest  in  coming back,  

because now he had been working in  Johannesburg for  

about  four ,  f ive years  and he had a busy,  thr iving pract ice.  

 In  the meant ime,  I wasn’t  going to  go back,  you know, 

because I had al ready worked at  this  pract ice here,  and to  

go back,  because al though my parents  were in  

Johannesburg,  things had just  been developing here.   

Pol i t ical ly then in  l977,  you know, I got  raided,  that  was 

just  about  when,  you know, Biko I think died,  or  jus t  

around that  period.   And then,  I was ja ,  again I,  you know 

the point  i s  as  a  kind of  s tudent  involved in  the s t ruggle,  

by the t ime I was a young lawyer,  but  you know I had a 

whole lot  of  l i terature,  you know st ruggle and sort  of  lef t  

l i terature.   And at  that  t ime,  we had very kind of  s t r ingent  

Publ icat ions  Control  Board.   You could never  keep record 

of  every book that  they were banning or  whether ,  

somet imes.   I never  bothered somet imes,  i f  i t  was a good 

book,  I didn’t  bother  too much that  i t  was banned.   

Hopeful ly,  I didn’t  want  to  keep i t  a t  home for  too long.   

But  I think there were some books that  they had found.  

They eventual ly charged me,  you know in terms of  

contravent ion of  that  Publ icat ions  Control  Act .  Ja ,  for  

being in  possession of  unlawful  l i terature.    

 MN: And your sentence?  

YM: No,  no.   I got  acqui t ted.   You know, i t ’s  di ff icul t  to  charge 

a lawyer and make i t  s t ick.   Ja ,  the reason,  I think,  you 

know again,  I knew advocates  and I got  defended and so on.  
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 I got ,  I think I was charged twice and I got  on both those 

occasions,  I got  acqui t ted,  you see,  in  terms of  those kind 

of  charges  on that ,  or  once,  I can’t  recal l  now.  But  ja ,  that  

was basical ly what  happened.  So I didn’t  serve a sentence.  

MN: Were you successful  in  defending the case that  you were 

doing,  Terror  Lekota’s  one?  

YM: No wel l ,  I real ly was more based in  the Durban off ice,  the 

lawyers  handled i t .   No,  they al l  sort  of  wel l  I suppose,  I’m 

not  sure,  wel l ,  success  in  the sense,  no not  that  they,  they 

al l  went  to  jai l ,  so  I think in  that  sense,  we weren’t  

successful .   I suppose in  terms of  the kind of  sentences  and 

so on that  you did.   See I think,  also one has  to  remember 

that  for  a  lot  of  them, the measure of  success  was that  you,  

they didn’t  want  to  get  off  at  any cost .   So in  other  words,  

they wanted pol i t ical  people to  defend them, because they 

also,  for  them the courts  became a theatre of  s t ruggle and 

you had to  sort  of ,  i t  was also a kind of  f inesse sort  of  

thing,  that  you don’t  break the convent ions,  and yet  

al lowed a pol i t ical  s tatement  to  be made.   And unless  you 

were a pol i t ical  being yourself ,  you know they wouldn’t  be 

able to  kind of  have that  nature of  that  discussion and plan 

a s t rategy to  do that .   So,  you know, for  me i t  i s  always 

saying,  that  I couldn’t  respect ,  you know, I went  and helped 

out  even in  that  case,  and whenever I’ve acted for  people,  

you know, i t ’s  to  respect  their  wishes ,  you know, to  do 

that .   You know, I mean i t ’s  l ike,  Madiba’s  famous 

s tatement .   The point  is  that ,  you say that  you s tand by 

your bel iefs ,  you can get  acqui t ted,  i f  you deny what  you 

bel ieved in .   But  the point  i s ,  do you want  to  deny that?   I 

think,  those were the kind of  quest ions .   So in  a  sense,  

whether  i t  was a success  or  not ,  i t  depends how you 

measure i t ,  you know.  And I suppose different  people wil l  

have different  views on that .    
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MN: During that  period,  when you s tar ted your pract ice,  you 

were in  company in  your pract ice.   Were you pol i t ical ly 

aff i l iated?   Because in  that  t ime,  the pol i t ical  organisat ions  

l ike the ANC were banned.  

YM: I was pol i t ical ly aff i l iated,  but  more as  a  underground 

operator  in  the ANC.  You know, the point  i s  that  -  but  I 

wasn’t ,  there were people,    what  had happened in  that  

t ime,  was that  these guys were on t r ial ,  there were people 

who were more antagonis t ic .   I wasn’t  antagonis t ic ,  you 

know, to  the sort  of  Black Consciousness  people.  We sorted 

of  debated a lot  and so on,  I mean,  I remember s i t t ing with 

a  lot  of  them, without  you and this  sort  of  thing,  they knew 

that  we differed on certain  phi losophies .   But  the point  i s ,  

that  I worked with them, I respected them as  people who 

were f ight ing for  l iberat ion as  wel l .   But  we might  have 

differences  in  terms of  ideas  and phi losophies  but  

otherwise that  was ja ,  how i t  was.   But ,  you know again,  

one of  the things that  I was raided for  was,  you know, 

worked with now the ret i r ing Publ ic  Protector ,  Selby 

Baqwa.   We had,  you know Steve had s tar ted,  at  that  t ime,  

Zimele Trust  Fund.  I was one of  the t rustees .   I remember 

Thenj iwe [Mtintso]]  who is  also now, the Deputy 

Secretary-General  of  the ANC. You know, but  some of  us  

were t rustees .   I th ink at  least  Selby and I were,  so I think 

one of  the t imes I was raided,  I don’t  know if  I was 

charged,  but  you know i t  was ‘77.   Because this  was a fund 

which was going to  help famil ies  and educat ion and so on.   

So i t  was,  more of  a  kind of  thing,  but  again,  because i t  

 was l inked to  Steve and so on,  they sort  of  raided us  

and they wanted al l  the t rust  deeds and so on from my 

off ice and so on.   That’s  r ight ,  I think what  I confused,  I 

think then I was raided again in  ‘79,  r ight ,  you know, and 

that’s  when they found al l  the l i terature and they charged 
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me.  So the ‘77 one was on the Zimele thing and then they 

couldn’t  charge me,  I think,  they did that  and so on.   I 

think around the t ime,  I think,  ja ,  that  short ly af ter  Steve 

would have been ki l led and so on,  I think that’s  when that  

would have happened.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  more about  your underground work?  

YM: Okay,  ja  wel l .   You see what  we were involved with was 

just  on the pol i t ical  s ide,  r ight .   I’ve never  been involved 

on the mil i tary s ide of  the ANC. My involvement  has  

always been on the pol i t ical  s ide.   Wel l ,  the point  i s ,  we 

had sort  of  the l inks ,  you know, with people in  the ANC, 

and so at  that  t ime,  I’d  sort  of  gone out  in  '73,  and then we 

were get t ing a lot  of  people who were coming out .   By ‘74,  

you know, you had Jacob Zuma,  now the Deputy President ,  

and he,  there was a fr iend of  his  who was ki l led in  ex i le ,  

Judson Khuzwayo,  r ight ,  I was fai r ly close to  them.  We 

used to  work with them.  They had the underground cel ls ,  

you know, drive them around to  go and see Harry Gwala,  

who was based in  Pietermari tzburg.   That  was the one 

sector .   But  then Mac Maharaj  came out  in  l976,  so,  you 

know, you had every year ,  a  number of  pol i t ical  pr isoners  

coming out ,  you know, and then later ,  Ebrahim Ismai l  

[Ebrahim]  came out .   There was a lot  of  ex i les  r ight ,  who 

we worked with,  but  we also sort  of  t rying to  bui ld  up a 

mass  movement ,  r ight ,  because we were involved with the 

Natal  Indian Congress .   I d idn’t  become an execut ive 

member unt i l  ‘79,  but  you know, I knew a lot  of  the people,  

the President  and most  of  the members  of  the execut ive.   

So,  there was a close relat ionship,  but  we also had 

differences  with them, because,  you see,  they had their  -  

some of  them had a phi losophy that  al l  you must  do is  f ly 

the f lag.   And we're  saying,  you can f ly the f lag,  but  i f  you 

don’t  get  ordinary people to  s tar t  bel ieving and support ing 
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you,  so i t  was,  the phi losophy was,  how do you get ,  you 

know, people,  ordinary day to  day people to  become more 

act ive.   You’ve got  to  bear  in  mind that  i t ’s  a  very different  

era from what  you’ve got ,  you know, or  what  you had 

developed even in  the ‘80’s .  You came out  where,  your sort  

of  open movement  was kind of  smashed by the State,  you 

know, in  that  period of  the ‘60’s  and early ‘70’s .   You had 

Black Consciousness  coming up and saying,  "You’ve got  to  

aff i rm yourself  as  black people and so on."  And now you 

had to  take forward and say to  people.   We s tar ted a lot  of  

work around the civic movement .   I d id  a  lot  of  work.   I 

s tar ted,  you know, there was an area cal led Tin Town,  

where the Umgeni  r iver  used to  f low.   I think now what  

you’ve got  is ,  i t ’s  cal led Springfield Park,  I think i t  would 

have been Tin Town,  but  you know the road was very 

different  and so on,  this  whole area.   This  road that  you 

come up now was,  we used to  take our buses  from here,  this  

is  a  corrugated road and the road used to  curve around this  

r iver .   Anyway,  ‘76 there were part icular ly damaging 

f loods,  there,  and the problem was that  those people used 

to  get  f looded every few years .   They were on the f lood 

plain,  they shouldn’t  have been l iving there.   They had 

shack set t lements .   Then we became involved and 

campaigned with them and then they were relocated in  

Phoenix ,  and we worked with them in Phoenix ,  because 

again they moved a bi t  more quickly,  but  you know around 

l iving condi t ions .   But  around that  we began to  develop a 

civic movement  and we gave a plat form,  you know to the 

NIC fel lows,  you know, so your,  the execut ive fel lows.   A 

number of  them are now late l ike your MJ Naidoos,  and so 

on,  who actual ly had the abi l i ty to  come in  and address  

people,  you know, at  those meet ings  and so on.   But  they 

were interact ing with sort  of  working class ,  poorer  people,  
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within the community and not  s imply wai t ing for;  get t ing a 

fresh s tatement  issued on those kind of  issues .  And that  

carr ied on,  that  movement  bui l t  up.   We worked in  

Chatsworth and so on r ight .   By l979 you know, 

part icular ly myself  and Praveen,  we took on a very 

controvers ial  posi t ion.  This  you could read up in  the 

papers ,  I used to  read the papers  again.   But  we quest ioned 

a pol i t ical  tact ic  which was cal led,  the same one which I 

ment ioned about  the SRC, that  whether  you should 

part icipate in  the,  at  that  t ime,  I think i t  was cal led the 

SAIC,  South African Indian Counci l .   It  was a puppet  body,  

a  body of  s tooges,  but  you know i t ’s  an old debate,  which 

goes  back to  Lenin.  

MN: Can we pause,  now. 

END OF RECORDING ON TAPE 1B 

RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A 

MN: Welcome back.   You were tel l ing us  about  the raid,  in  l979.  

YM: In ‘79,  ja  I was raided.   I’m not  sure why we were raided,  

but  anyway,  I don’t  think that  the Securi ty Pol ice always 

needed a reason.  After  that  raid ,  I think again i t  was around 

about  the October  period,  r ight .   That’s  when they found 

this ,  what  we cal led banned books,  unlawful  l i terature,  

r ight ,  on me.   They took away a whole lot ,  I th ink.   They 

had to  return many of  them because they were not  l i s ted but  

the,  eventual ly there were one or  two books that  they 

charged me with.   I was charged.   I defended myself  and I 

was acqui t ted,  r ight .  

MN: You didn’t  take a lawyer?  

YM: No,  no.   I d id  take a lawyer.  

MN: Oh,  I see.  

YM: No,  no I didn’t  defend myself .   I had an advocate.   There’s  

a  saying that  says  that   ‘a  lawyer who has  himself  as  a  

cl ient  is  a  fool . ’   So I always fol lowed that ,  because I 
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think,  i f  I’ve got  my own problem, I can’t  be object ive 

about  i t ,  I need somebody else,  because I’d be more 

emotional  about  i t .   Anyway,  that  was l979.   Then also ja ,  

what  I had s tar ted tel l ing you about  was also that ,  we then 

s tar ted this  pol i t ical  discourse about  part icipat ing,  and ja ,  

and as  a  resul t  of  that ,  i t  was I think,  wi thin the pol i t ical  

act ivis t  ci rcles ,  a  very kind of  l ively debate and so on.   

What  we,  I suppose when we ini t iated a debate,  didn’t  

unders tand,  is  that  people are very emotional  about  an 

inst i tut ion l ike the South African Indian Counci l .   So we 

were also,  and the newspapers  loved i t ,  r ight ,  because you 

love controversy and f ights  and so on.   So people were 

vi l i fying us  and so on and saying,  these guys have sold out  

and so on.   I think,  ja ,  so eventual ly what  had happened 

was that  we agreed,  you know, that  we said at  a  certain  

point  in  t ime.   Look,  we weren’t  saying that  we should 

part icipate but  fel t  that  we must  ser iously consider  the 

issue.   It  has  raised a debate,  you know, and what  i t  

achieved for  us  our  object ive,  which was actual ly to  get  

people to  think more deeply and not  to  sort  of  react  

mechanical ly,  to  issues .   And then we had a kind of  

conci l iatory meet ing and then I;  I think both of  us  were co-

opted onto the execut ive of  the NIC,  Natal  Indian 

Congress ,  at  that  t ime.   But  i t  a lso raised the publ ic  

profi le ,  because within a certain  sort  of  sector  of  the press ,  

you were get t ing a fai r  amount  of  coverage,  you know, as  I 

said,  i t ’s  what  journal is ts  l ike.   Okay,  then,  what  you had is  

again,  you know, I think the pol i t ical  act ivi ty was 

increasing;  the Union Movement  was growing s t ronger.   

More people were,  sort  of  I suppose coming off  the Is land;  

we had developed contacts .  But  there were civic 

movements  developing.   We had one here,  you know, 

people,  you know l ike the present  Minis ter  of  Finance 
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[Trevor Manuel]  were in  this ,  the Cape areas  housing 

act ion commit tee.   You had Motlana and Eric Morobe now 

and I suppose,  even Thambi ,  the Mayor of  Johannesburg 

were involved in  Soweto Civic Associat ion.   So we al l  

knew each other  and so on,  and so there was this  a  kind of  

burgeoning movement ,  a  s tudent  movement  as  wel l .  Then I 

think again,  you had in  that  l980’s  period again,  another  set  

of  detent ions  r ight .   I jus t  remember that  I  know this  

Yunis  Shaik and Avar,  and Thumba [Pi l lay]  and MJ 

[Naidoo]  and George [Sewpersadh] ,  a  lot  of  the NIC 

execut ive guys.   There was another  s tudent  boycot t  I think 

going on.  That  l980’s  period,  r ight  and they al l  got  

detained,  and again I acted for  someone else.   I went  and 

saw them, they were in  Modderbee Prison.  This  was a 

prevent ive detent ion.  I forget  what  i t ’s  jus t  cal led now, the 

Act .   No,  no,  this  is  what  I was teaching now.  That’s  a  

di fferent  one.   But  what  you had,  this  was some other  

thing,  i t  was Sect ion 77 or  something,  but  you can look that  

up.   But  i t  was,  you don’t  get  charged.   What  they just  do is  

they detain you and they keep you.   You know, they did 

that  in  ‘77 to ,  I remember [Ntatho]  Motlana,  Di l iza Mji ;  

qui te  a  few people who were detained under that  Sect ion,  

as  wel l .   Anyway,  what  happened then in  l981,  r ight  is  

when I got  detained in  terms of  Sect ion 29.   No,  no I 

didn’t ,  i t  was Sect ion 6 of  the Terrorism Act ,  the same one 

as  the SASO guys.   That  was s t i l l  the Terrorism Act ,  

because the Internal  Securi ty Act  came in  and I got  that  for  

my later  detent ion.  

MN: That  was because of  your underground work.  

YM: That  was because of  my underground work.   Now at  that  

t ime what  you had is  that ,  there were massive detent ions  in  

Johannesburg.   It  was mainly,  but  i t  was people,  they were 

t rying to ,  they were detaining a lot  of ,  there were MK 
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act ivi t ies  going on,  so you know, your Bulalani  Nquka,  the 

nat ional  boss  was in  detent ion at  the same t ime as  us ,  r ight .  

However,  I was at  that  t ime we were at  CR Swart  now.  

Now remember Praveen’s  cel l  was opposi te  and Bulalani  

was there;  Praveen was next  to  him;  and there was a 

youngster ,  Simon Tombela who was next  to  me and so on.   

But  they were involved with other  act ivi t ies ,  r ight ,  and we 

were involved with the pol i t ical  thing.   Anyway,  broadly 

that  t ime,  I was detained for  about  s ix  months .   You know, 

that  was the period where ei ther  you were tortured and the 

usual  things,  and then what  happened after  that ,  they could 

never  have enough evidence to  charge me,  r ight .   It  was in  

that  period that  Nei l  Agget t  was ki l led by them also,  in  

l981,  I think.   After  that ,  I think things might  have eased 

up a bi t ,  I th ink you know, af ter  his  death,  the protes ts  

from outs ide,  were mount ing and so on.   But  at  that  t ime,  

they had charged,  one of  the people they charged was 

Barbara Hogan.   You know, she’s  now in the port fol io  -  

she’s  chairs  the port fol io  on Finance,  and then she served a 

prison term.  But  she was somebody that  I had also worked 

with in  that  period,  you know.  And then there was,  they 

also charged you know, two other  chaps.   There was a chap 

cal led Prema Naidoo and Sir ish.   They were also charged,  

because they helped the guys who had escaped.   They had 

sort  of  al lowed them to escape.   They took them across  the 

border ,  up to  the border  and so on.   They served a two-year  

prison term as  wel l .   So some people were charged.   Many 

of  them they couldn’t ,  they didn’t  have enough evidence.  

MN: Is  that  l981?  

YM: Ja,  ‘81,  ‘82.  

MN: ‘81,  ‘82.  

YM: Okay then when.   Sorry.  
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MN: Can we go back to  1977.   The death of  Steve Biko;  because 

you ment ioned earl ier  on that  you worked for  this  Zimele.   

How did i t  affect  you,  af ter  that ,  I mean,  you were raided 

because of  that  Zimele project .   How did you go on af ter  

that?   Did you s top,  did you,  what ,  how was your react ion?  

YM: Well ,  for  me,  i t  was just  a  mat ter  of  t ime,  you know.  

About ,  you know these raids  and detent ions  and so on.   The 

point  i s  that  wel l ,  you know, I have always said that  the 

f i rs t  one,  which I had an interact ion with them was in  ‘73,  

you know.  It  might  have been a bi t  more shocking and so 

on,  but  the others  were real ly not  too serious ,  but  also 

because I was handl ing pol i t ical  t r ials ,  I had to  phone these 

guys and they had to  come into my off ice and,  you know, 

exhibi ts  in  court  t r ials  and you’re interact ing with them, 

you know, so i t  wasn’t ,  ja ,  I mean i t  d idn’t  sort  of  s top me,  

you know, I think what ,  jus t  to  go back to  my  parents ,  

because they fel t ,  you know, wel l  I mean they were always 

support ive,  but  af ter  I came out ,  because I was released you 

know.  I was kept  here at  CR Swart  unt i l  about  February,  

March and then for  about  two months ,  I was taken and kept  

there,  because,  you know I was kept  in  Kempton Park and 

taken to  John Vorster ,  r ight .  I was released from John 

Vorster ,  and then I went  and spent  a  week with my parents  

before I came back to  Durban.   But  they always wanted me 

to  sort  of  give up pol i t ics  and change my l i fe .  You know, 

but  I think af ter  that  period,  now I think,  in  their  own 

minds,  they thought  wel l ,  th is  chaps learnt  his  lesson now, 

you know, because see you know, just  get t ing raided and 

charged is  real ly [not]  a  joke.  When you real ly get  sort  of ,  

you 're  held in  sol i tary for  s ix  months ,  you know that ,  I 

think for  them I suppose i t ’s  a  tes t  you see,  ja .   Now 

hopeful ly,  these chaps have taught  this  chap a lesson.   He’s  

going to  now carry on and become a proper  lawyer,  and just  
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carry on with his  l i fe  and give al l  of  this  pol i t ics  up,  I 

mean.   They respected what  I did.   They weren’t  happy 

about  i t ,  because they had,  i t ’s  obviously for  parents ,  i t ’s  

an anxious l i fe ,  to  f ind that  you’re act ively involved.  

Anyway,  to  cont inue with the s tory now, sorry.  

MN: Now we can go back to  1981,  ‘82.  

YM: Ja,  that’s  where I was going to  pick i t  up from.  So af ter  I 

came out ,  what  we then did was that  in  that  early ‘83 was,  

you know you had,  what  had developed was,  al l  these civic 

organisat ions ,  the t rade union movement  but ,  you know, 

there was a mass  movement  that  was developing,  but  they 

needed coordinat ion,  r ight .   Then some of  us  were of  the 

view that  maybe the t ime is  r ight  to  t ry and form -  we were 

looking at ,  I had l i terature on the Phi l ippines .   They had 

what  they cal led in  the Phi l ippines  the NDF, the Nat ional  

Democrat ic  Front .   So we s tar ted a debate.   We fel t  that  

there was,  you know, there was a meet ing held in  

Johannesburg at  the Ci ty Hal l ,  by the,  I think they had 

again,  an ant i -SAIC [South African Indian Counci l ]  

commit tee,  at  that  t ime.   They didn’t  have the Transvaal  

Indian Congress;  and Allan Boesak was going to  be the 

guest  speaker  there.   So we spoke to  him and asked him to 

say that  this  might  be a good idea to  -  i f  he agrees  wi th the 

idea,  to  ment ion i t  in  his  speech.   But  we used that  to  form 

the commit tees ,  you know, to  sort  of  to  say that  the idea is  

a  good one,  that  we should go back and s tar t  invest igate i t .  

At  least  in  the three,  sort  of  major  urban centres ,  where we 

had,  you know the network,  which was Cape Town;  

Johannesburg and Durban.   Then we spent  a  lot  of  ’82 -  

was just  in  the prel iminary work,  you know, which led to  

the emergence of  the UDF [Uni ted Democrat ic  Front]  in  

l983 then,  you know, there was a launch,  r ight  and that  was 

in  l983.   So when i t  was,  in  Durban I was always part  of  
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that  commit tee,  that  formed i t ,  and for  I suppose,  for  as  

long as  i t  remained,  I remained the provincial  secretary of  

the UDF, in  the sort  of  KZN region and on the NEC.  So 

then,  the UDF, I think,  had i t ’s  formal  launch and I think 

al l  that  i s  fai r ly wel l  documented,  that  period,  in  ‘83,  and 

then you know, what  you had is  the whole,  sort  of  Vaal-

Sebokeng thing.   But  you know, by ‘84,  you had these mass  

upris ings  al l  over ,  and then you had,  by ‘85,  you had this  

Botha 's  Rubicon speech and the country was get t ing worse.  

You had the f i rs t  State of  Emergency in  July ‘85.   Okay,  so 

af ter  that  Emergency,  that  was when I was detained again,  

r ight .  That  t ime the whole of  the UDF NEC, those were 

remained around,  they could get .   So I think,  you know, 

again i t  was myself ;  I know Kurnick Ndlovu was detained 

with me and Ti tus  Mofolo we were in;  Terror  Lekota and 

Popo [Molefe]  were the general  secretar ies ,  r ight ;  we were 

held in  Pretoria ,  at  that  t ime.   I was taken from here,  they 

were in  Pretoria  as  wel l ,  but  they were awai t ing t r ial  

pr isoners  because the Treason Trial  was going on in  

Pretoria .   So,  al though I had been an at torney,  but  again in  

prison you always es tabl ish communicat ion and so on,  so 

anyhow I was in  touch with them and we had our methods 

of  being in  touch and so on,  so I was able to  maintain 

contact .   Again,  af ter  that  they didn’t  get  enough evidence.  

 So af ter  a  few months ,  they released us ,  r ight .   But  at  the 

same t ime,  you know, l ike Praveen Gordhan,  Bi l ly Nair  and 

so on,  were held in  Durban as  wel l ,  and I think they had 

taken in  some more of  the high-profi le  people,  who were 

not  involved.   Al lan Boesak I think was detained for  a  

whi le .  Farouk Meer I think was also detained,  I think at  

that  t ime.   So there were,  there were a whole lot  of  other  

people.   You see there were a number of  people in  that  ‘85,  

‘86 period who were being kept  in  Prevent ive detent ion,  
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r ight ,  and they were being kept ,  not  in  Pretoria ,  in  the 

Johannesburg prison.   So I think that’s ,  that  period,  then I 

think again -  ja ,  what  had happened was that  in  ‘85,  you 

know one of  the sort  of  things that  had happened I think for  

me,  which was s ignif icant  is  that ,  we had to  interact .   The 

Commonweal th  had formed an Eminent  Persons Group,  

r ight ,  which was headed by Obasanjo,  r ight ,  the current  

leader  of  Nigeria  and the former,  one of  the former Prime 

Minis ters  of  Austral ia  now, I forget  his  name,  I don’t  think 

i t  was Hawke,  i t  was a conservat ive guy,  but  I don’t  know, 

anyway,  whatever  his  name was.   But  what  I real ised for  

the f i rs t  t ime,  was that  when these guys came to  us  they 

said,  look,  they were real ly talking about  a  negot iated 

solut ion,  set t lement ,  r ight ,  because and we thought  we must  

go through this  exercise,  but  only af ter  that  did I begin 

seriously to ,  I mean I was just  qui te  -  I said "look,  what  do 

you guys want?"  We had our whole long l is t  of  demands,  

complete and uncondi t ional  surrender ,  you know, you 

wanted at  that  t ime.   But  obviously i t  got  you thinking to  

say,  ‘ look we've real ly dented these guys and basical ly 

you’ve got  to  ser iously s tar t  thinking.’   But  also during 

that  period,  al though I was underground,  I had more,  sort  

of  contacts ,  because I was act ing in  two Treason Trials ,  

r ight ,  because wel l  the other  saga which would have 

occurred in  that  period in  ‘84 would have been the 

consulate drama,  again.   I th ink,  you’l l  probably interview 

some of  the people who were in  there,  so let  them talk 

more about  that .   But  the consequence of ,  as  a  resul t  of  

that ,  what  fol lowed that  was that ,  you know, immediately 

those people were released,  the majori ty of  them, from 

there,  together  wi th a  whole lot  of  others ,  l ike Mama 

Sisulu,  Frank Chikane and others  were charged with that  

f i rs t  Treason Trial  in  Mari tzburg,  r ight ,  so.   Now because 
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of that ,  I had to  have,  because a whole lot  of  things were 

that  they were saying that  these people,  us ing mass  

democrat ic ,  part icular ly UDF plat forms,  r ight ,  to  propagate 

the ANC, that  we were a front  for  the ANC.  I mean the 

essence of  both the Treason Trials  was that ,  r ight ,  and that  

gave me as  a  lawyer,  a  legi t imate reason,  I thought  they 

won’t  detain me.   It  d idn’t  help too much,  because they 

s t i l l  d id .   But  you know to go,  so I made a number of  t r ips ,  

I think,  then to  Lusaka and so on to  see.   That  t ime,  ja  so 

you know, i t  was Oliver  Tambo was s t i l l  a l ive you know, 

because I had to  interact  wi th some of  the top leadership,  

wi th him usual ly,  and other  sort  of  persons,  r ight .   Then 

one had got  to  know him and I used to  go often to ,  because 

I had a passport ,  I was able to ,  al though we were 

underground from ‘86,  r ight ,  so let  me jump to ‘85,  you 

had one Emergency,  i t  was in  the nat ional  Emergency.   It  

h i t  cer tain  pockets .   I was detained in  that  lat ter  part  of  

‘85,  but  at  least ,  ‘86 then you got  a  ful l -scale Emergency,  

r ight ,  you know, which we then went  on,  and then I think 

the s i tuat ion was deter iorat ing.   But  then I had arranged 

and faci l i tated the meet ing between the leadership of  the 

ANC and the UDF, r ight .   And that  was in  ‘86.   I remember 

we spent  about  jus t  under a  week together ,  i t  must  have 

been less ,  about  three or  four  days in  a  place in  Sweden,  

jus t  looking at  s t rategies  and pol icy and so on.   Then I 

think we had come back,  and I think now increasingly I was 

involved,  I managed to  remain undetained,  but  there were 

people,  you know a lot  of  people got  detained when they 

raided.   Many of  us  were underground.   But  s lowly people 

were get t ing picked up and so we were t rying to  run,  

because Terror  [Lekota]  and Popo [Molefe] ,  who were the 

general  secretary and publ ici ty secretary were detained.   

Then you had Murphy Morobe and Val l i  [Moosa] ,  r ight ,  our  
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current  Minis ter  of  Environmental  Affai rs  and Tourism,  

then they got  detained.   Then this  guy Ti tus  Mofolo took 

over .   He’s  working with Eric,  then they got  detained.   But  

af ter  that ,  I think,  these guys,  you know Murphy and Val l i  

went  to  the Consulate,  the US Consulate.  The NIC guys 

went  to  the Bri t ish Consulate here in  Field Street .   So they 

were out  at  that  t ime,  but  the long and short  of  i t  i s ,  I 

remained underground unt i l  I was caught  in  l988.   By that  

t ime,  when I was caught ,  I think Govan Mbeki  had al ready 

been released and a few months  later  he,  wi th Walter  and 

Ahmed Kathrada,  wi th that  grouping of  people,  released as  

wel l .   So I was then res t r icted,  r ight ,  and I think then 

al though I was res t r icted,  I was,  oh ja ,  I went ,  we were 

going in  December now, I was going to  the Transkei  now 

for  a  hol iday,  r ight .   So,  now I was with a  noisy group.   

You know i t  was just  the Shaik family,  r ight .   Now the 

Shaik brothers ;  and Vino wil l  know this  lot ,  r ight .   So we 

go into this  Wimpy restaurant  at  s ix ,  seven in  the morning,  

because we lef t  at  four  in  the morning.   I real ised now we 

shouldn’t  have done that  because they had a securi ty 

pol iceman who had,  you know, sort  of  arres ted,  detained 

me,  seen me.   So they cal led me aside and al l  that ,  and said 

but ,  now I’m more worried about  them not  taking us  

because these Shaik guys had been underground,  at  that  

t ime.   They had just  been released.   So I’m saying to  them; 

I went  and saw these guys and so on.   No look,  I said,  "ja  

man look,  but  i t ’s  Chris tmas now." It  was between 

Chris tmas and New Year or  something.  I said,  "Where’s  

your fes t ive spir i t?   I’m not  doing anything.   Can you see 

I’m doing anything pol i t ical  here.   I’m here because I’m 

having a hol iday." And I told them some s tory,  we were 

going to  Oribi  Gorge,  and we’re just  taking a drive and 

we’re busy going back,  and al l  that .   And typical  of  my 
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rebel l ious  nature,  let ’s  jus t ,  le t ’s  wai t  for  them to drive 

off ,  we’l l  go to  the Transkei ,  they can’t  catch us  there.   

When I come back I’ l l  face the music.   So I got  charged 

again,  r ight .   Now, by the t ime,  the law works s lowly.   By 

the t ime I got  back,  i t  was early ‘89,  they came and two,  

three months  later ,  they brought  this  charge sheet .   So I 

was surprised that  they were going to  charge me.   Anyway,  

by the t ime we had al l  the -  but  by now, you  know al l  

these guys had been released,  you know, there was Walter  

and them and there was talk  and al l  that ,  and the t r ial  kept  

on get t ing postponed,  so then we knew that  this  De Klerk 

was going to  make the s tatement ,  you see where,  then there 

was that  s tatement .   So the t r ial  I think was scheduled 

again for  February l990,  you know, so we said to  the 

Magis t rate ,  no adjourn this ,  we want  to  go and l is ten to  this  

speech.   So they came back and then we said,  "no look,  this  

is  what  he’s  saying.   He’s  unbanning the organisat ion and 

you’re charging me,  wel l  wi th a  technical  offence.   Should 

you not  go and take inst ruct ions  again and al l  that ."    And 

they said,  "no,  let ’s  carry on with the t r ial ."   So anyway we 

said "al r ight ,  we’l l  carry on."   I th ink,  we’re not  going to  

carry on today or  something.   We got  some technical  reason 

and we adjourned i t .   Then I think a month or   two later ,  

they came to  me,  they said "al r ight ,  no the charges  are 

wi thdrawn."  Because for  them i t  would have been s tupid to  

proceed,  you know, i f  you are sort  of  enter ing a cl imate of  

this  thing [negot iat ion] .   Ja ,  then I think af ter  that  what  

had happened was that ,  as  far  as  the UDF and  you know, 

you had the ANC unbanned,  and one of  the problems that  

we had to  always  contend with was,  whether  the UDF, 

whether  we wanted to  set  ourselves  up as  an al ternate 

leadership,  that  was more popular  than those guys who 

were in  ex i le .   I th ink in  some way,  the tension remains ,  
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but  I ini t ial ly said,  not  for  the reason that  we wanted to  be 

an al ternate,  I jus t  think that  i t  would have been good,  i f  

the UDF had remained,  I mean.   I argued that  posi t ion 

openly,  but  I think the majori ty view was,  that  no we must  

disband the organisat ion.  I real ised that  there was a cl imate 

of  suspicion and so on,  and so we then sort  of  decided and 

the decis ion for  l990/ l991 we closed the organisat ion,  you 

know, and things discont inued.   But  I had also,  in  my own 

mind decided that  look,  once you have this  view,  on the 

process  to  this  pol i t ical  freedom, I didn’t  want  to  be a 

pol i t ician in  the class ic  sense,  you know.  Now I don’t  get  

i t  so  much,  but  in  the ‘94/95 period,  people came up to  me,  

"why are you not  in  Parl iament?"   Because they expect  that  

your,  i f  you have had an act ive pol i t ical  l i fe  of  s t ruggle,  

that  the logical  place you want  to  end up is  actual ly that .   

What  I decided to  do was,  then I came back to  this  

ins t i tut ion.   I d id  an MBA, r ight  from ‘91 to  ‘93.   So I got  

an MBA degree,  because for  me,  i f  you now had moved,  

you know to economic l iberat ion,  then so I didn’t  sort  of  

lef t  pol i t ics .   When I completed my MBA; then I was asked 

again by people to  run the elect ion,  so we,  I had sort  of ,  

a l though you know you can’t  undo your pol i t ical  his tory.   I 

hadn’t  been involved.   I was,  I think I was an ordinary sort  

of  branch member,  you know, at  some level ,  but  I had never  

been act ive,  I probably didn’t  even renew my membership,  

because I was so busy with my s tudies .   So I didn’t  have 

t ime to  act ively part icipate.   I mean,  I was cal led in  from 

t ime to  t ime but  more as  a  kind of ,  I was a bi t  young to  be 

an elder ,  but  when these guys are f ight ing,  the youngsters  

used to ,  I remember that  area,  Greenwood Park,  i t ’s  one of  

the areas  where they always f ight  wi th each other ,  you 

know, between Effingham and Greenwood Park.  And I was 

asked to  come and mediate between some different  
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groupings,  but  i t  was those kinds of  act ivi t ies .   But  real ly I 

wasn’t  holding an off ice posi t ion,  and at  that  t ime,  even 

the area where I was sort  of  s taying,  the Phoenix  area,  but  I 

wasn’t  act ively involved.   So then i t  was f ine.   I th ink,  in  

the talks  at  CODESA, they needed to  f ind people who,  wel l  

every party t rusted,  because you know the person who was 

head of  the directorate was the Director-General  of  Home 

Affairs  and you know, there was myself  and there was 

another  chap cal led Chinga Madiba from Transkei ,  and he 

had been part  of  Hol imisa’s  government ,  he was a DEG.  

So the three of  us  had to  run this  elect ion.   So I was 

involved for  a  year ,  for  ‘93,  ‘94 unt i l  af ter  the elect ion.   So 

you know, just  t i l l  I s tayed around for  a  whi le  to  wind up.   

And ja ,  that’s  basical ly,  af ter  that  I’ve just  been sort  of  

carrying on,  more sort  of  serving on boards  and so on.   

What  I did for  Government  was,  I served on the board of  

the Airports  Company,  and then I’ve done some things for  

the Minis t ry.  I think,  at  that  t ime Pal lo  Jordan had got  me,  

I wrote a  f ishing pol icy for  them and chaired a 

t ransformat ion,  a  Fisheries  Transformat ion Counci l ,  unt i l  

‘99,  so you know that’s ,  now I’m sort  of  a  lawyer,  but  I 

don’t ,  you know, I more into sort  of ,  because of  my MBA.  

I jus t  do corporate law and I’m doing business-  related 

things,  but  that’s  in  summary,  the essence,  now of  al l  that  I 

have to  say.  

MN: Can we come back to  l989?  

YM: Okay.  

MN: What  do you think led to  the Nat ional is t  Party opening the 

doors;  I mean s tar t ing these t ransformat ions or  changes?  

YM: You know, the point  i s  that ,  you know there were,  as  I said 

because when I real ised when these guys,  this  Eminent  

Persons Group,  you know came here,  they were saying that ,  

the Government  was in  ser ious  cr is is  r ight .   Okay,  I think 



 44 

f i rs t ly that ,  you know we had a s logan in  the UDF  "make 

the country ungovernable."  The point  i s  that  they were 

losing,  there were s i tuat ions ,  I don’t  want  to  go into too 

much of  a  pol i t ical  discourse,  what  we cal l ,  you know, you 

have s i tuat ions  there are certain  townships  that  they 

couldn’t  enter .  The point  i s  that  I must  say myself ,  that  you 

know, our analysis  was correct ,  when we sort  of  launched 

the UDF, r ight ,  but  the ex tent  of  the kind of  pent-up mass  

anger  and support  we got ,  was beyond our expectat ions ,  

r ight .   I mean,  you were s i t t ing in  that  NEC,  you were not  

in  control  of  that  organisat ion,  you were in  control  of  the 

organisat ion in  a  formal  sense,  but  the point  i s ,  i t  was a 

front .   So what  was sprout ing up al l  over  the show and the 

rate  at  which i t  was growing.  So f i rs t ly,  that   happened.   

Secondly,  that  af ter  that  Rubicon speech,  the point  i s  when 

you become,  when you don’t  have control ,  people didn’t  

have fai th .  They were not  going to  invest .  People were 

divest ing from the country.  So there was only one path.   

You could have gone you know, l ike maybe,  Israel  and 

Palest ine is  a  class ic  example we’re l iving with.  That’s  

what  we could have become or  you had to  s i t  around r ight .   

You know, I mean,  I remember s i t t ing in  some room.. .  

[ interrupt ion]  

MN: Can we pause?  

END OF RECORDING ON SIDE A 

RESUMPTION ON SIDE B 

MN: Welcome back.  You were tel l ing us  about  the Rubicon 

speech effect  and you were taking us  through the reasons of  

why the Nat ional  Party relented.  

YM: Okay,  ja  I think,  ja  in  a  sense everybody uses  that  Rubicon 

speech,  you know as  a  kind of  turning point ,  you know.  

For me you know i t  was,  as  I say I was interact ing during 

that  period and short ly there af terwards ,  this  Eminent  
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Persons Group r ight .  But  you know I also said to  you 

because of  both my old underground [work]  and as  a  lawyer 

for  a  lot  of  the high-profi le  defendants .   You see,  because 

you know, al though even from my f i rm,  we handled a lot  of  

the t r ials ,  you know I had the youngest  s taff  members  

deal ing with the publ ic  violence cases  because the problem 

is ,  i f  you’ve got ,  you know you’ve got  Terror  [Lekota]  

who’s  your cl ient ;  or  a  Mac Maharaj ,  you know, you’ve got  

to  interact  wi th them; they expect  to  see you;  and the point  

i s  they’re fr iends also;  you know so i t  was at  a  di fferent  

level ,  but  also I was interact ing.   So I had,  jus t  meet ings  

with a  lot  of  the leadership people in  the ANC, at  the top,  

whether  i t  was Tambo,  Mbeki  or  Slovo or  Mac,  you know, 

i t  was or  Zuma,  you know i t  was,  you were interact ing,  so 

maybe I had more insight .   So I knew that  the regime was 

in  di ff icul ty,  r ight ,  and they needed to  go for  a  

compromise.   I don’t  think,  I think what  you had is  that  one 

a s i tuat ion of  dual-power but  on the other  hand,  the ANC 

was not  in  a  posi t ion mil i tar i ly,  to  overthrow the 

Government .  The point  i s  that  they real ised that ,  r ight ,  and 

i t  became evident  to  me over  a  number of  discussions,  you 

know, that  we have to  look at  a  negot iated set t lement ,  and 

we need to ,  and we're  going to  have to  kind of  manage the 

mil i tancy on our s ide and that  was going to  happen.  You 

know, recent ly I met  one of  these youngsters ,  now he’s  a  

kind a general  manager,  regional  manager for  the Afrox-

grouping here in  Durban,  r ight .  In  l989 he was a s tudent ,  

medical  s tudent  somewhere,  but  in  NUSAS.  So,  he’s  says  

to  me,  "you know, Yunus. . ."  -  remember when I met  him 

now about  a  month or  two months  ago -   "I’ l l  never  forget  

you."  I said,  "what ,  why,  what  happened?"  He says ,  no I 

was addressing a lot  of  smal l  groupings al l  over .   So I went  

to  the guy and said what  you need to  s tar t  thinking about ,  
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i s  that  look we’re going to  have a negot iated set t lement  

here,  not  we wil l ,  but  there’s  a  high probabi l i ty.  You know, 

the regime is  in  t rouble,  we can’t  take power,  I’m saying 

exact ly the kind of  things,  and I think the point  i s ,  that  we 

can move the country forward best ,  and I think that’s  a  lot  

of  the debate that  i s  going on within the leadership.   

You’ve got  to  s tar t  considering that .   Then he tel ls  me,  he 

says ,   "After  you walked out  the room, I said who’s  this  

looney fel low here,  talking about  a  negot iated set t lement?" 

 He says ,  "but  when this  thing happened,  you know, I 

couldn’t  forget  you,  because you know, you had said that  to  

me."  You know, but  I think that’s  the short  answer to  your 

quest ion.  

MN: Thank you.  Now CODESA came.  CODESA the 

negot iat ions ,  when you said you were part  of  i t .  

YM: Well ,  I was marginal ly involved.   I said you know, the 

point  i s  I was doing my MBA, r ight .   The point  i s  that ,  you 

know, they had included al l  the sort  of  pol i t ical  

organisat ions  and so on,  so you know, I was s t i l l  on the -   

by that  t ime the UDF was dissolved,  but  you s t i l l  had the 

Natal  Indian Congress ,  and so we had seats  and so on,  and I 

you know, sort  of  be a gap-f i l ler  for  some people.   But  i t  

wasn’t  what  I wanted to  do with my l i fe ,  you know, so I 

used to  go,  jus t  to  help out ,  but  I wasn’t  central  to  

discussions and I used to  go more as  a  kind of  a  duty to  

ass is t  others .   You know, but  my heart  and soul  wasn’t  in  

i t .   I was doing that  you see,  because when I s tar ted the 

MBA, you know, Farouk Meer said to  me,  look you’re 

going  to  drop out  af ter  s ix  months  or  so.   So I said 

no,  Farouk.   But  anyway,  let ’s  see.  You know, I decided I 

know where I want  to  go with my l i fe ,  then.   You know, I 

was clear  that  that  MBA was going to  get  preference.  You 

know, because the MBA is  a  course,  you know, I don’t  
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know how they value i t  now,  but  basical ly you have to  

work during the day.   You have to  at tend courses  from five 

to  eight ,  nine o’clock at  night .   A lot  of  my fr iends ended 

 up having their  own domest ic  kind of  l ives  in  

di ff icul ty,  and they tel l  you that  before.   You have to  go 

for  a  psychometric  tes t .  You know, so i t ’s  demanding.   You 

know, you’ve got  to  make choices  about  l i fe  and I think 

that’s  a  choice I had made.    

MN: Some people have voiced some reservat ions  about  the 

composi t ion of  CODESA. Some people have l ike have 

reservat ion about  the inclusion of  the Homeland leaders  

and al l  that .   Were you okay with the composi t ion?  

YM: Well ,  le t ’s  say that ,  the point  i s  that  I didn’t  see i t  as  the 

Homeland leaders ,  you know, should have been there.   But  

I think,  the point  i s  that ,  you know, what  Mandela said,  

that  i f  you’re genuinely negot iat ing,  i t  i s  about  

compromise.  So you can’t  have everything that  you want .  A 

good negot iat ion succeeds because each s ide is  saying,  

"this  is  what  I’d  l ike to  have,  but  okay I’m giving in  on 

this  and you give in  on that ."   You know, and for  me,  

giving in  on the issue of ,  those kind of ,  you know those 

sort  of  what  we had cal led the col laborator  kind of  part ies ,  

those Homeland governments  and so on,  being there,  was 

something I could l ive with.    

MN: Even the inclusions of  the,  are you in  that  Homelands,  do 

you include the Rajbansis ,  and al l?  

YM: Ja,  I was,  I mean you know, I s t i l l  th ink I mean,  I think 

today i t ’s  the wrong s t rategy,  s t i l l .   But  I’m saying,  you 

know i t ’s  something,  you know I don’t  in  principle have an 

opposi t ion to  that ,  you know because,  what  I’m saying is  

that  he wil l  argue that  he was doing what ,  because you 

must  remember when I told you the other  s tory about  ‘79,  

you know i t ’s  a  tact ical  thing,  r ight .   You know for  me I 
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don’t  think,  I don’t  think that’s  a  tact ical  i ssue for  

Rajbansi ,  I mean he’s  in  a  di fferent  ket t le  of  f ish.   But  I 

don’t  react  emotional ly to  that ,  I mean I’ve heard the 

debate and I’ve said to  them.  I was on the other  s ide 

because again,  you see,  maybe because of  my interact ions ,  

a  lot  more with the leadership,  you know in the ANC.  You 

know, because the point  is ,  you see,  when you meet  

Obasanjo and he says  to  you,  "Yunus,  do you want  to  rule 

this  country,  or  are you going to  keep on making these 

unreal is t ic  demands?   You know, you are not  in  a  posi t ion 

to  defeat  these guys.” You know, because you know, as ide 

from meet ing them formal ly,  you know I remember.   I 

mean,  the one thing for  me,  you know just  to  give you one.  

 We were in  Cape Town at  the Cape Sun Hotel  and I 

remember i t  was Kurnick Ndlovu,  Trevor Manuel  and 

myself .   We were s i t t ing with Obasanjo in  his  private sui te  

now, not  wi th the other  guys.   The SA Air  Force at  that  

t ime,  in  l995 bombed the refugee camps in  Botswana.   So I 

said,  I was,  i t ’s  bad in  a  sense,  but  people were being 

ki l led,  but  i t  was a rel ief  but  the point  i s  that ,  that  put  paid 

to  those talks ,  you see,  because the EPG [Eminent  Persons 

Group]  said,  wel l  these guys are not  ser ious ,  r ight ,  because 

I was worried that ,  you know.  We needed to ,  you know, I 

jus t  needed to  do a lot  more thinking within myself ,  you 

know, in  my own mindset  to  s tar t  saying.   How are we 

prepared to  govern this  country and what  does  i t  do,  r ight .   

Now, you know; then when I went  to  Lusaka you know, l ike 

O.R.  [Ol iver  Reginald Tambo]  was saying to  me.   Look,  

and you know, by that  t ime I was meet ing,  you know, al l  

these guys,  Zola Skweyiya and Matthews Phosa and 

[Penuel]  Maduna,  because they came down to us .   Now we 

had s tar ted a legal  thing,  but  they were preparing saying,  

how are we going to  run the just ice system, you know.  So 
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i t  wasn’t ,  the point  i s  that ,  you know, i t  depends where 

you’re coming from.  I suppose,  you know I was in  a  

di fferent  contex t ,  i t  was different .   I mean,  you know the 

point  i s  that  the Rajbansi 's  or  the Mangope's ,  were real ly 

going to  be i rr i tants ,  they had nuisance value.   They real ly,  

they,  i t  was De Klerk and ourselves ,  you know, who were 

going to  real ly be the guys deciding on the power thing.   So 

whether  he wanted to  use these guys to  bols ter  himself  a  

l i t t le  bi t ,  and they made a bi t  of  a  noise.   They real ly didn’t  

mat ter  at  the end of  the day,  and you know my view,  when I 

had argued with some people,  that  you’re mis-focusing,  by 

focusing on these guys,  because they’re peripheral .   I know 

emotional ly,  you’re r ight ,  I mean they are,  you see there’s  a  

lot  more noise,  you know and this  was some of  my fr iends 

who were making i t .   So i t ’s  f ine,  I’ l l  te l l  them, you know 

I’ve said this  to  them also,  so i t ’s  nothing to  hide.   That  

you focus too much on those kind of  smal l  i ssues .   So I 

don’t  know whether ,  i t  wasn’t  an issue for  me,  but  

fortunately or  unfortunately,  but  that  was the fact .  

MN: Am I r ight  in  saying,  that  you don’t  feel  l ike the freedom 

fighters  or  the freedom movements ,  compromised a lot  

during the negot iat ions .   I 'm basing this  on your quotat ion 

of  Madiba that  "you cannot  win al l ,  you cannot  have 

everything." 

YM: Ja,  I mean for  me that  i s  jus t ,  there’s  no doubt  at  al l  in  my 

mind,  r ight .   You see,  because I think i f  we hadn’t  gone 

that  route,  that  what  would have been happening in  this  

country,  then Palest ine would have been a joke.   You know 

the point  i s  that ,  because you see the thing is  we would 

have been in  a  kind of  s i tuat ion,  we’d not  have;  they were 

mil i tar i ly very powerful .   We were not  in  a  posi t ion to  do 

that  yet .  We could have caused a whole lot  of  untold 

damage;  that  the country would have gone down the 
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precipice and nobody would have been bet ter  off ,  but  we 

would have ended up with a devastated country,  in  a  

s i tuat ion.   You know, war is  for  me,  the point  i s ,  you see 

the difference with the ANC again,  I don’t  want  to  come 

across  didact ical ly,  but  the point  i s ,  every t ime when MK 

was formed in  ‘61,  you know the debate there,  the divis ions  

i t  caused,  i t ’s  always there.   You see,  you only undertake a 

mil i tary s t ruggle,  though I supported i t ,  you know, and 

would s t i l l  support  those decis ions  I think,  I think those 

were correct .   But  they are,  i s  an ex tension of  your 

pol i t ical  -  the pol i t ics  always remain in  command.  You 

don’t  become mil i tar is t  in  the process .   So for  me there was 

never  any quest ion that  the decis ion ul t imately was the 

correct  one.    

MN: Now, coming to  the quest ion of  the Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion [Commission] .   Was i t  a  necessi ty,  was i t  

r ight?   Did we need i t  in  this  form?   The reason I’m asking 

is  because I’ve heard some views,  saying that  we were too 

lenient ,  we should have had a Nuremberg kind of  a  thing,  a  

Nuremberg t r ial  kind of  a  thing,  not  the Truth Commission.  

What’s  your opinion on the TRC? 

YM: Well ,  my opinion on the TRC is  that ,  no I think i t  was f ine.  

It  served a purpose,  r ight .   If  you ask me,  I didn’t  ment ion 

anything,  any role myself  in  the TRC.  You know, I 

suppose I jus t  take a view that ,  you know you’re involved 

in  the s t ruggle,   you know you have casual t ies ,  so I went  in  

wi th my eyes  open.   You know, I know what  the 

consequences  were,  so for  me I didn’t  sort  of  f ind the need,  

but  that’s  not ,  I’m not  saying,  therefore there was no need,  

I’m dis t inguishing,  so think there was a need because there 

were a lot  of  other  people who fel t  i t  was a good process .   I 

th ink i t  was the correct  process .   I mean,  I think there 

might  be problems with some of  the detai ls .   But  I think 
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what  you’re focusing is  on the big picture between the 

Nuremberg.   I think that  the Nuremberg thing was not  

going to  be for  me the r ight  kind of  thing.   See,  i t  comes 

back to  the earl ier  point  we were making,  when you asked 

me whether  I was comfortable wi th the negot iat ions .   You 

see,  once you go for  compromise,  then al l  your ins t i tut ions  

that  you set  up af ter  that  must ,  are based on that  premise,  

that  you know.  You had Nuremberg,  because the Nazis  

were defeated by the All ies .   They were victors ,  they could 

hold Nuremberg.   Here you had a negot iated set t lement .   

Where you have a negot iated set t lement ,  you need to  

negot iate  that .   You know, the point  i s  that  there were 

excesses  on al l  s ides ,  you know.  The point  i s  we were not  

in  control .   I th ink necklacing of  people,  you know, which 

was happening to ,  there may have been col laborators ,  in  

some cases  there probably were.   My problem is  that ,  you 

see Tutu was r ight .  Ini t ial ly I reacted to  Tutu when he said 

that .   Look,  you see for  me,  i t ’s  to  say.   It  doesn’t  mat ter  

how inhuman my opponent  is .  You see i t ’s  a  quest ion that  

we always confronted,  as  a  lawyer,  you’re always 

confronted with that ,  you see this  in  the TV series ,  r ight .   

Is  that ,  you can’t  go and operate by the rules  of  your 

enemies ,  you know because you dehumanise yourself  in  the 

process ,  you see.   So,  somet imes,  you know, you’re going 

to  do things which don’t  seem to be very fai r .   My point  i s  

that ,  i f  you lose those values ,  you know, that  you s tand by 

and you don’t  apply them universal ly,  then there’s  a  

problem, because i t  becomes diff icul t  to  say when you’re 

going to  draw that  l ine.    

MN: Did we achieve the t ruth,  though,  out  of  the Truth 

Commission?   The reason I’m asking is  because up to  now, 

we don’t  know how Steve Biko died.  
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YM: Ja,  you know, I think there are short fal ls ,  in  terms of  that  

process .   The point  i s  that  what  I’m saying is  that  for  me;  I 

know that  the pol ice ki l led Steve Biko,  you know, so I 

know how he died.   I mean I don’t  know i t  as  a  fact .   The 

problem is ,  that  I mean,  but  the point  i s  so much is  

ci rcumstant ial  evidence.   Okay,  you know, I was there,  you 

know, I was maybe much more closer  to  events  in  1977,  

when he died and so on.   There were people who seeing 

him and coming and so on,  at  that  t ime.   But  you know for  

me i t ’s  real ly,  you know, i t  doesn’t ,  I mean I’m talking 

very personal ly now, because i t ’s  a  personal  interview.   

The fact  that  some commission is  going to  f ind that  the 

cops ki l led him,  you know, is  real ly not  going to  tel l  me,  i t  

doesn’t  help me,  you know.  I’m saying that  there were a 

lot  of  people who gave their  l ives  for  the s t ruggle.   S teve 

was one of  them, and I don’t  have any doubts  that  he was 

ki l led by them.  I mean,  the point  i s  that ,  there are 

incontrovert ible facts ,  even,  the point  i s  that ,  i f  you take 

the inquest  records ,  you know, which [Sydney]  Kentr idge 

ran and so on,  I’ve read al l  those records .   I mean,  you 

don’t  have to  be real ly,  I’m a lawyer,  but  I’m just  speaking.  

 So for  me,  you know, wel l  let  me maybe make a sort  of  

f inal  point  on that .   You see,  I somet imes feel  that ,  look 

you have bad experiences  in  l i fe ,  le t ’s  say even in  business ,  

you know.  Not  al l  your ventures  are successful ,  r ight .   The 

problem is  that  you need to  somet imes,  close the chapter  

and move on in  l i fe ,  r ight ,  and say,  yes  there was a bad 

period,  a  lot  was done wrong.  You needed the Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion Commission.   You see I supported Truth but  

I also said that  i t  must  have l imited sort  of  l i fespan and a 

l imited terms of  reference.   The problem is ,  i f  we keep on 

sort  of  going back,  you know, we're  now eight  years  s ince 

‘94,  you know i t ’s  s ince 1990 when Madiba was released 
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and a lot  of  these things happened.   You know, we now 

twelve years  past .   How long do we go on t rying to  f ind 

that  out ,  and I’m saying there’s  a  lot  of  pecul iar  thing here.  

 You have people from the holocaust  s t i l l ,  k ind of  almost  

obsessed,  you know, with t rying to  f ind these Nazi  

cr iminals .   I’m saying those guys are in  their  ninet ies  now, 

r ight .   You know, the point  i s ,  even i f  you f ind them real ly,  

you know, i t  might ,  you know, okay some t ruth is  going to  

come out .   I th ink even their  vict ims are now most  of  them 

would be dead or  are sort  of  reaching old age.   At  some 

point ,  you’ve got  to  close chapters  in  his tory,  you know, 

otherwise you spend too much of  t ime and energy focusing 

on those things,  and I’m not  sure,  for  me,  r ight ,  personal ly,  

whether  i t ’s  real ly sort  of  helps  you or  deepens your 

unders tanding.    

MN: Well  now we’re now st i l l  on the TRC thing.   You say that  

you didn’t  submit ,  you didn’t  do any submissions on i t ,  you 

didn’t  part icipate at  al l?  

YM: No.  

MN: Coming back to ,  you’re wearing your ANC cap now.  The 

ANC was more advocat ing the nat ional isat ion as  a  pol icy.   

Al l  of  a  sudden now, they lean towards privat isat ion.   

What’s  your opinion on i t?   

YM: I agree with i t .   You see,  you can cal l  me -  the point  i s  

that ,  you see,  you know, you’ve got  to  take a kind of  

pract ical  view,  r ight .   I may not  agree with the Government  

on some of  their  pol icies ,  but  as  far  as  their  pol icy,  you see 

I’m not ,  I don’t  agree,  I think I support  the pol icy of  

privat isat ion,  r ight  in  the way that  the Government  is  doing 

i t .   So you know I don’t  have a problem with that .   You 

know, I think I have a,  you know that’s  for  me,  maybe just  

having,  you know from and I say from having done my 

MBA and becoming just  more involved in  the business  
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world,  r ight .   That  you know, you’ve got  to  take a real is t ic  

view,  r ight .   And the point  i s  that ,  you l ive in  a  world 

where you can’t  prevent  global isat ion,  you see.   Now you 

can’t  take a view that  you’re going to  go  backwards,  r ight .  

 One of  the differences  I had with certain  sort  of  sectors  of  

the Black Consciousness  movement  was,  this  business  of  

what  they cal l  communal ism,  r ight .   Means to  say that  we 

were,  before the whi te man came,  we l ived very nicely in  

our  kraals ,  we were cat t le  herders  and so on,  and we must  

go back to  that .   That’s  romant ic .   That’s  an idyl l ic  view of  

l i fe .   To me the world,  there’s  a  global  world,  i t  wi l l  

become smal ler .   You know, your means of  communicat ion 

are jus t  going to  spread,  and the point  i s ,  we’re a  smal l  part  

of  the universe,  so advances  are going to  do that .  There are 

developed countr ies  that  have got  work.   You’ve got  to  

relate  to  them.  Not  al l ,  I’m not  saying in  a  servi le  way,  

 but  you’ve got  to  be real is t ic  about  i t ,  r ight ,  

otherwise you are not  going to  get  economic development  

and growth.   If  you don’t  get  investments ,  you’ve got  to  

manage how you get  that  investment ,  but  you see,  i f  you 

don’t ,  what  you need.   We’ve got  high unemployment ,  

unless  we going to  get  investment ,  we are going to  say how 

we are compet i t ive.   We are not  going to  grow the 

economy.   Now I’m saying,  you can’t  pul l  out  and say,  as  

South Africa,  we’re not  part  of  this  global isat ion,  we’re 

going to  go i t  on our own.   I mean,  that’s  what  apartheid,  

wel l  I’m not  saying that’s  what  the people are t rying to  do,  

they are not  going to  bring in  the other  parts  of  apartheid.   

But  there was a pol icy of  inward industr ial isat ion,  they 

wanted to  isolate themselves  from the res t  of  the world,  i t  

d idn’t  work.    

MN: Are you happy with the t ransformat ion in  the country,  in  al l  

spheres?  
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YM: Well ,  I can’t  say,  I suppose,  I’m not  happy with i t  in  al l  

spheres ,  but  ja ,  I think on balance,  r ight ,  I think that  yes ,  

we’ve got  a  country that  i s ,  that ’s  peaceful ,  that’s  s table,  

that’s  growing,  that’s  playing a leading role in  Africa.   Ja ,  

I think i f  one has ,  on a lot  of  detai led issues ,  I wi l l  have a 

lot  of  quest ions  and differences .   But  that  i s  going to  

require a  whole detai led discourse now, depending on what  

pol icies  one’s  talking about .  

MN: Are you happy with what  is  happening now, I mean 

throughout  your act ivism and throughout  your l i fe ,   what  

you’ve been s t ruggl ing for .   Are you happy with the 

outcome of  your s t ruggle in  the country?  Not  you 

personal ly,  but  is  i t  what  you fought  for?  

YM: Well ,  i t ’s  part ly what  I fought  for  r ight .   Let  me say that  in  

a  short  answer.   The part  that  I’m not  happy about  is  that ,  I 

think that ,  i s  what  I fought  for  was a bet ter  l i fe  for  al l  our  

people.  The one thing that  the Government  is  doing is  

focusing too much on ex ternal  issues  and not  enough on 

improving the l ives  of  ordinary people.   So I do feel  we can 

do much more to  create jobs  and to  eradicate poverty,  to  

have economic development  and there must  be a much more 

inward focus.   So to  that  ex tent  I support  the COSATUS 

and so on.   What  I di ffer  wi th them on is  how you go about  

doing i t  r ight ,  because I don’t  feel  that  you can isolate 

yourself  and say you don’t  want  to  interact  wi th the World 

Bank or  so and so,  or  you can’t  t rade and so on,  r ight .   I 

th ink that’s  the part  that  I would differ  on.  

MN: Yes.   The ANC was known,  or  used to  be known as  the 

party for  al l  nat ions ,  there’s  African meaning al l  those who 

are Africans,  including,  I mean i t  was an non-racial  thing.   

But  now there are,  these grumbles  or  voices ,  opinions,  that  

are saying that  the ANC is  s idel ining the two other  African 
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races ,  or  black races ,  as  we know them, the Indians  and the 

Coloured people.   What’s  your opinion on that?  

YM: Ja,  you know, that’s  a  discourse that  has  gone on through 

the his tory of  the ANC.  You know when Sobukwe lef t  the 

ANC, r ight ,  may not  be around that  specif ic  issue,  r ight ,  

but  i t  was also a quest ion of  whether  Africans  must  go i t  

a lone or  to  what  ex tent  must  they play a dominat ing role,  

you know, and I think the difference was that  there were 

people who lef t  and formed the PAC, who actual ly held a 

much more Africanis t  posi t ion.   Now and I think that ,  and 

even af ter  that ,  you know we’ve had,  you know st ruggles ,  

not ,  there was Robert  Drescher  another  group in  the s ix t ies .  

There were these discourses ,  these debates ,  these fract ions ,  

these breakaways,  i t ’s  cal led A Gang of  Eight .   You know, 

i f  you go and read the his tory books,  what  I say i t ’s  al l  

there,  you know in the s ix t ies .   So for  me,  i t ’s  probably,  

you know I don’t  want  to  disappoint ,  but  I’m taking a 

phi losophical  view,  because that’s ,  you know I have,  I’m 

sort  of  now in my f i f t ies ,  I have this ,  you know, al l  these 

experiences ,  so these debates  wi l l  come up.  You know, in  

twenty years  t ime,  they wil l  take a di fferent  form,  r ight .  

MN: What’s  your opinion?   Do you feel  that  the Indian people 

are being s idel ined as  wel l  as  Coloured people,  by the 

ANC? 

YM: Ja,  wel l  I’m not  sure.   You see I think that  the problem is  

not  so much a racial  i ssue,  r ight .   What  I do feel  i s  that ,  

what  is ,  what  and i t  relates  to  my earl ier  quest ion,  r ight ,  

that  what  we need is  that  we need people who have a 

capaci ty to  implement .  The point  i s  that ,  one of  the 

diff icul t ies  I had with the UDF, one thing we succeeded 

was that  we made;  we were very ar t iculate.   We could s i t  in  

meet ings ,  we could chal lenge anybody.   But ,  that  i s  why 

and I say I had that  di ff icul t ies  is  that ,  when you said to  us ,  
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run the country or  do something.   Put  in  a  water  system, 

r ight .   I th ink that  i s  the problem, r ight .   So I think what  

I’m concerned about  is  that  the point  i s  that ,  because of  

educat ional  levels ,  r ight ,  not  jus t  in  Coloured,  I think even 

some white people,  where you want  to  implement  things,  

you need technical  ski l ls .   You’ve got  to  recognise that  for  

his torical  reasons,  there are certain  people with those 

ski l ls .   If  they are going to  occupy certain  posi t ions  or  they 

just  have been ski l led,  as  a  accident  of  his tory,  not  because 

of  anything else,  you know, because to  acquire that  level  of  

technical  expert ise,  ski l l  and experience,  i t  takes  t ime,  

there’s  no short  cuts ,  unfortunately,  there’s  no quick f ixes .  

 I’m saying the point  i s  that ,  i f  you don’t  ut i l i se that  

resource,  r ight ,  the point  i s  that ,  the country is  suffer ing 

and the poorer  people are suffer ing as  a  consequence of  

that .   That’s  my concern.   So I’m less  concerned about  who 

holds  pol i t ical  off ice and the fact  that  they’re not  being,  

you know that .   I mean this  issue,  you know, of  sort  of  

pol i t ical  posi t ions  real ly,  i s  not  something that  I’m too 

concerned about .  

MN: Is  the ANC st i l l  your home?  

YM: Ja,  I mean,  i t ’s  s t i l l  my home because I don’t  think there’s  

a ,  you know, I may have a lot  of  di fferences  with the ANC, 

but  again i t ’s  not  something that’s  new,  even when I was in  

the  underground,  I never  agreed,  r ight .  Nei ther  did 

everybody in  the ANC agree with everybody else.   So the 

ANC I know, r ight ,  i s  not  an ANC, you know that  asks  you 

to  put  on bl inkers .   There is  no l ine that  can come r ight .   

There is  no person in  the ANC, whether  i t ’s  Mandela or  

Mbeki  who has  the monopoly over  the t ruth.   So my,  I’m 

st i l l  part  of  the ANC, which is  an ANC I must  be loyal  to  

and support ,  but  which I must  be quest ioning about .  



 58 

MN: There are also opinions or  rumours  wi th the incoming or  

the embracing of  the ANC of the Rajbansi 's  or  the Minori ty 

Front  that  the other  Indian people who real ly fought ,  who 

were in  the NIC,  who were more al igned to  the ANC, are 

now feel ing that  they been rejected,  or  though they are not  

uncomfortable wi th that ,  and there is  talk  of  the revival  of  

the NIC.   What’s  your opinion?  

YM: Well ,  look that  debate is  an open one.   I think  the 

chairman of  the Chatsworth ANC has cal led for  that .   To 

say,  you know, i t ’s  again,  the point  i s  that  i f  you,  for  me,  

you know I’m sort  of  out  of  the pol i t ical  environment ,  

r ight .  I’m knowledgeable,  but  I’m not  an act ivis t ,  in  that  

sense.  I don’t  operate in  the pol i t ical  terrain.   So I think 

what ,  the point  i s  that  what ,  the quest ion that’s  been asked 

and you know I don’t  mind sort  of  some point ,  maybe I 

need to  go and see,  El i  has  been asking to  speak to ,  I must  

go and talk  to  her .   But  the issue is ,  are you,  is  the ANC 

successful  in  mobi l is ing that  sector  of  the Indian 

community.  

MN: Can we pause there.  

MACHINE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back.   We were talking about  that  problem, I was 

tel l ing you about ,  the opinion.   That  said that  people were 

having problems with the ANC embracing the Minori ty 

Front  wi th the Rajbansis ;  the people who are viewed as  

col laborators ,  whi le  some members  of  the ANC were of  

Indian origin.   Who then,  to  such an ex tent ,  then now 

there’s  talk  of  the revival  of  the NIC and I was asking your 

opinion,  and wil l  you explain that  when you cont inue 

please.  

YM: Yes,  okay.   The f i rs t  thing is  that ,  I think that  the debate in  

my view,  is  an open one,  r ight ,  and I think i t ’s  an 
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important  one.   It  has  to  cont inue.   I think the f i rs t  point  

that  I’m making is  that ,  you know, I’m not  as ,  wel l  I’m not  

act ively real ly,  not  even as ,  in  the pol i t ical  sphere any 

longer,  so in  that  sense,  you know, I can’t  talk  with the 

authori ty,  in  a  sense which I would have been able to ,  had I 

been more in  touch with what  was happening in  the 

pol i t ical  dynamic.   However,  I think that  the point  that  are 

raised,  r ight ,  I think that  had been al luded or  to  the 

chairman of  the ANC branch of  the ANC, you know the 

ANC branch in  Chatsworth,  r ight ,  where he was asking,  

r ight .   I th ink and I unders tand the argument .   It ’s  as  

fol lows.   One,  you’ve got  an al l iance with the Minori ty 

Front ;  which is  a  kind of;  which mobi l ises  in  the Indian 

community,  I’m not  sure what  i t ’s  Const i tut ion says ,  and 

the ANC’s very comfortable wi th that .  Yet ,  i t  does  not  

want  an Indian Congress ,  wel l  the Natal  Indian Congress  to  

be revived in  some way.   I think they f ind that  there is  a  

contradict ion there,  the behaviour,  r ight .   The point  i s ,  i s  i t  

not  bet ter ,  and that  i s  the quest ion that  I’m posing,  i s  to  

have somebody with whom the ANC has had,  in  the past ,  a  

pr inciple al l iance,  where you’ve got  people,  who’ve not  

been,  l ike the Bantustans ,  who don’t  have that  kind of  

col laborat ionis t  his tory,  r ight ,  and credibi l i ty.   The point  i s  

that ,  i f  the s t rategy,  you see -  you see,  for  me I think 

you’ve got  to  s tar t  off  by saying,  okay,  we t r ied i t  and said 

okay,  the NIC s topped funct ioning,  whatever ,  in  ‘92 or  

whatever  ‘93,  somewhere around there,  r ight .   We said,  

let ’s  form ANC branches in  those areas .   Because the 

problem is ,  i t  takes  decades ,  you see,  to  unravel  the sort  of  

machinat ions  of  apartheid.   You’ve got  Group Areas ,  now 

people are there,  they’ve got  social  communit ies ,  so your 

Chatsworth,  and your Phoenix’s  are going to  be there,  

r ight .   Over a  period of  t ime,  you know, the colour of  your 
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neighbourhood wil l  change.   I mean,  I now l ive in  Durban 

North,  you know, but  most  of  my neighbours  are whi te.   I 

th ink when I moved in  there,  I was the only black,  now 

there’s  probably half  a  dozen famil ies .   Now in the next  ten 

years ,  another  half  a  dozen,  but  the character  wi l l  change,  

but  i t ’s  a ,  you can’t  force people to  sel l  their  houses  and 

say that’s  again also,  that’s  not  how societ ies  evolve.  So 

what  happened,  so I think what  happened is  that  that  

community is  going to  be there.   Also the quest ion is  

l inked to  the fact  i s  that ,  the ANC is  get t ing suff icient  

support ,  you know from the Indian community.   Now i t  

remains  a  kind of  problem.  But  for  me again,  I’m more 

now l ike a pol i t ical  observer ,  r ight .   But  i f  you take the 

comment  by Buthelez i ,  that  the Indian people are very 

industr ious ,  they did this ,  they did that .   Even i f  he sort  of  

waxed a bi t  more,  r ight  than he should have,  but  he’s  a  

shrewd pol i t ician.   Because what  I can say to  you is ,  a  lot  

of  people are going to  say,  but  look that  man recognises   

that  we work hard,  that  this  thing and you know, maybe i t ’s  

bet ter  to  support  him.   The problem with the ANC 

leadership is  that ,  you know there’s  a  res is tance,  because 

you must  remember that  the one thing we did,  which I also 

didn’t  cover  was al l  that  in  the ‘84 period,  we had al l  these 

campaigns against  the ant i -  SAIC.   We l i t tered the s t reets ,  

but  the point  i s  we succeeded,  because you had such low 

pol ls  you know in that  period.   Now a lot  of  those people 

around,  we told them these guys are col laborators ,  but  they 

know from their  own  experiences  that  they were corrupt  

people,  you know.  They had butcheries  or  whatever ,  f rom 

that .   Now for  me,  i t ’s  real ly to  say,  i f  you want  to  have 

support ,  popular  support  as  the ANC, amongst  al l  sectors ,  

r ight .   What  is  the best  s t rategy for  organis ing that?   If  i t  

means that  you actual ly have to  look at  a  Indian Congress ,  



 61 

i t  might  not  have to  be the  Indian Congress ,  but  some 

kind of  organisat ion or  format ion,  that  i s  going to  be able 

to  reach out  to  those people,  but  that  i s  accountable to  the 

ANC, I think because that  i s  what  they are talking about ,  

because they are not  talking about  a  s t ructure which has  no 

relat ionship and no accountable,  ul t imately to  the ANC.  

There’s  a  quest ion of  more,  how you work on the ground in  

terms of  mobi l is ing.   I think,  that’s  for  me,  and I think 

there’s  meri t  in  looking at  that  i ssue,  analysing i t ,  debat ing 

i t  and taking some decis ions  around i t .  

MN: Now, thank you for  that .   If  I may ask,  what’s  your opinion,  

now, again wearing your ANC cap,  even though you’re no 

longer act ive,  what’s  your opinion on the Government’s  

s tance on HIV/Aids?  

YM: Well ,  I’m very cr i t ical  of  that .   I th ink that ,  i f  there’s  

anything that’s  going to  resul t  in  the undoing of  the ANC, 

that  i s  going to  be i t .   I’m very unhappy with the kind of  

comments   made by the Minis ter  of  Heal th .   You know, I 

think the issue is  that  I mean,  I know enough about  the 

disease.   I don’t  think i t ’s  good enough to  say that  you 

proceed on the assumption that  HIV causes  Aids ,  because 

the problem is ,  once you say that ,  i t  leaves  doubts  in  

people’s  minds,  as  to  whether  i t  causes  Aids .   If  you accept  

the assumption,  then you should s top saying that .   I mean,  

every t ime Essop Pahad says  that  I jus t  say,  you know, i f  I 

meet  him one day,  I’m going to  tel l  h im,  but  the point  i s  

that  I think that  for  me,  you know, what   worries  me most  

about  our  future,  i s  the fact  that  we're  not  tackl ing a 

pandemic.   You know i t ’s  l ike the black plague in  the 14th 

century in  Europe.   It ’s  worse than that ,  in  fact .   Because i t  

i s  actual ly affect ing your able-bodied people.   Now i t ’s  at  

two levels .   The one level  is  you know that ,  you have to  

have the Government  and the ANC has to  give leadership 
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on the issue,  r ight .   I’m worried that  they’re going along 

the r ight  di rect ion.   So what  I’m saying is  not  di fferent ,  

Madiba is  saying a s imilar  thing,  you know in his  own 

mind,  because he’s  worried,  you know.  I mean,  i t ’s  not  

nice when you go to  Barcelona and Graca,  the former 

president’s  wife gets  a  s tanding ovat ion and the Minis ter  of  

Heal th  has  lef t ,  you know when she’s  speaking.  You know 

there’s  something not  r ight  about  the way that  pol icy is  

being handled.   So i f  i t ’s  the one topic on which I’m very 

cr i t ical  of  Government ,  i t ’s  that  i ssue.   I jus t  feel  that  

there’s  much more that  we can do,  r ight .   You know, i t ’s  

every level .  I mean I don’t  want  to  s top at  robots ,  when I 

know there’s  enough money for  the s t reet  kids  to  be looked 

after .   I don’t  want  to  give them money,  because I don’t  

know whether  there’s  a  vagrant  s tanding in  the background,  

who’s  get t ing the money.   I a lso don’t  want  to ,  but  we’re a  

country with resources ,  wi th people and we can tackle this  

problem, r ight ,  so that  I think that  in  short ,  I’m fai r ly open 

on that  i ssue,  cr i t ical ,  so  I don’t  know whether  you have a 

di fferent  view,  but  that’s  mine.  

MN: Looking back at  your l i fe  in  general ,  what  is  that  you can 

point  out  and say,  "Whoa,  i f  given a second chance,  I’ l l  do 

different ly."  Something that  you feel  you’ve done wrong.  

YM: Okay.   Look,  the one thing that  I’ve learnt ,  you know is  

when you’re young,  you have maybe,  a  good IQ,  as  you 

grow older ,  you real ise there’s  something cal led,  now they 

cal l  i t  emotional  intel l igence.  While I real ise,  in  my 

interact ions  now with people,  you know these days I’m 

working a lot  wi th heal th  professionals  or  these professors  

at  the medical  school  and they must  al l  be having sort  of  

high IQ’s ,  but  their  emotional  quot ients  are so low,  you 

know again I’m put t ing i t  on tape,  but  anyway -  laughs -  I 

needed to  be careful ,  but  anyway,  but  my f inal  problem is ,  
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that  you f ind academic environments ,  r ight ,  and I suppose 

including this  one,  and you’ve people and they’re always 

f ight ing with each other .   I don’t  know for  some reason,  I 

don 't  whether  you two are academics  but  you know I found 

that  in  my experience,  you know, that  they have l i t t le  to  

do.  So i t ’s  the one thing that  I would do different ly and 

what  probably the experience has  brought  in  my mind,  is  

that  you can be hundred percent  correct  about  something,  

r ight ,  i f  you don’t  read the s i tuat ion,  you don’t  unders tand 

how that  person is  emotional ly going to  react  to  you.   I 

mean there are hundreds of  s i tuat ions ,  where today,  i f  I had 

to  go back,  I wouldn’t  change the views that  I had,  I think 

they were probably were correct ,  but  I would defini tely,  

you know, do things different ly.   I would mediate the 

s i tuat ions ,  I would interact  wi th people di fferent ly.   I ' l l  

keep quiet  and shut  up and t ry to  int roduce things much 

more subt ly.   I mean I was l ike a bul l  in  a  china shop in  my 

younger days,  and I think I fai led as  a  resul t ,  because 

people just  closed the doors ,  you know, they became 

equal ly emotional  and we ended up swearing past  each 

other ,  you know, I think that’s  the one,  I think lesson that  

my l i fe  experiences  have taught  me.  

MN: What  does  Mr Yunus Mohammed do in  his  leisure t ime?  

What  do you read?  

YM: Well ,  what  do I read?  You know, I suppose I read a whole 

sort  of  cross-sect ion of  things,  r ight .   I t ry to-  to  t ry and 

get  a  balance of  sort  of  non-fict ional  s tuff  and f ict ional ,  

r ight ,  and also,  you know so,  I read,  you know and then I’ l l  

have the book on the his tory of  the UDF, you know which 

came out  recent ly or  Raymond Sut tner’s  book on his  prison 

experiences  and so on.   On the other  hand,  on sort  of  

f ict ional  l i terature,  I suppose I’d read Le Carre,  you know 

on The Constant  Gardener,  on what  is  happening in  Africa,  
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but  also his  own sort  of  s lant  on whatever  the Aids  issue is  

related.   But  I would t ry to  read,  and then what  I f ind,  las t  

week I was in  London,  but  what  I’m f inding fascinat ing,  

you know, and again i t ’s  jus t  a  comparison,  because you 

have,  you know again,  you don’t  have to  be racis t ,  but  you 

cast  i t  in  a  certain  way.   Now the book I bought  which I’m 

current ly reading,  r ight  and Vino wil l  know, but  there’s  a  

young lawyer,  she’s  a  fr iend of  mine,  she’s  a  judge’s  

[daughter] ,  she got  married recent ly but  she had a very 

t radi t ional  Indian wedding,  and because I’m close to  the 

family,  I spent  the day,  but  there was a book by another  

sort  of  young Indian gir l  l iving in  Bri tain  and i t ’s  jus t  

describing and I’m t rying to  unders tand.   You see for  me 

also,  there’s  another ,  i t ’s  also becoming a kind of  

generat ion issue.   James Bond that  we watched,  was Sean 

Connery and these other  guys,  now you’ve got  this  Triple 

X,  so I think what  fascinates  me is  not  jus t ,  i t ’s  younger 

people l ike you,  i t  doesn’t  mat ter  what  race you are,  but  

there are di fferent  l i fe  experiences .   A hippie experience 

was our experience you know, so why is  James Bond,  he 

doesn’t  have any mart inis ,  he’s  got  much more muscles  and 

he’s  got  higher  f i r ing power,  but  i t ’s  al l  those kind of  

things,  so I would read those kind of  things,  and also on 

technology,  we’ve done f ict ional .   What  is  happening on 

technology t rends.   So i t ’s  l ike this  guy Wolfgang Pulker ,  

which is  jus t ,   where he wri tes  on what  he thinks,  that  what  

would 2020 be l ike.    

MN: What’s  your favouri te  musician or  kind of  music?   Your 

old-t ime and your current  favouri te  music,  musician?  

YM: Ja,  wel l  look again,  I l ike sort  of  di fferent  kinds of  music.   

So I would agree with Tim Modise,  because I’m si t t ing 

there and I was l is tening now and I’m hearing Manenberg,  

you know, which is  a  favouri te  Abdul lah Ebrahim song,  
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r ight .   And they were talking l ike when you say,  in  this  

programmes,  sorry this  is  jus t  lates t  on my mind.   But  you 

know you get  this ,  and Tim was saying,  wel l  some guy who 

phoned in  and -  you’re saying  we’re running t ight  on t ime 

-  Just  to  say that  on jazz ,  but  I wouldn’t  l ike that  heavy,  

intel lectual  kind of  jazz ,  i t ’s  l ike you know, the l ighter  

jazz ,  or  l ight  class ical  but  I would l is ten to  class ical  music 

and I l ike a  lot  of  Indian music,  as  wel l .  

MN: Thank you very much for  your t ime.  

INTERVIEW ENDS  

                           - - -  oOo ---  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 


