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CV: Good morning.  My name is  Chris t ian de Vos from 

the Human Sciences  Research Counci l .  I am 

interviewing,  today Nundi lal  Rabi lal l ,  the brother  of  

the late  Krish Rabi lal l .  This  is  part  of  the “Voices  

of  Resis tance” project  wi th the Univers i ty of  

Durban-Westvi l le  Documentat ion Centre.   I would 

l ike to  thank you,  Mr Rabi lal l ,  for  speaking with us .  

NR: It  i s  a  pleasure.  

CV: We are just  going to  begin and would l ike to  hear  a  

l i t t le  bi t  about ,  in  your words,  your brother  Krish,  i f  

you would l ike to  speak about  what  i t  was l ike 

growing up with him when he was younger.  When 

you were – before he lef t  the home.  Talk a l i t t le  bi t  

about  him.  

NR: Look,  Krish was one year  younger than me.  One and 

half  years  younger than me,  and we grew up very 

closely together  because we had a very smal l  house.  

There were ten of  us .  So we s lept  together  most  of  

the t ime.  And we had a smal l  ci rcle  near  our  house 

and we used to  play footbal l  together  but  he was 

always in  the opposi t ion s ide and we used to  have 
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frequent  f ights .  Because you know he was a very 

good defender and I couldn’t  get  through to  him,  get  

past  him.  And we used to  get  cross  at  t imes and 

f ight  i t  out  but  that  i s  nothing – i t  was nothing 

serious  as  such.    But  as  he grew older  he became a 

bi t  quieter ,  more reserved,  became more serious  

about  l i fe  and we never  picked up the reason.  Only 

later  in  l i fe  we real ised that  he was becoming more 

pol i t ical ly conscious.  I don’t  know where the source 

was,  but  he was becoming very pol i t ical ly 

conscious.  

CV: How old do you think -  when did you s tar t  not icing 

a change in  him?  

NR: At  grade eleven,  I think that  i s  about  s tandard nine.  

Ya I that  i s  when he s tar ted changing and in  matr ic  I 

think he became qui te  involved in  pol i t ics .  

CV: And I was reading in  your TRC tes t imony that  

al together  you had ten s ibl ings .  Is  that  correct?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: Including yourself?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: And where did you and Krish fal l  kind of  in  the 

order  of?  

NR: Well  I was the second son and Krish was thi rd.  

There were three sons and then a daughter .  

CV: And then a daughter?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: Okay.  

NR: Well  as  I said he was growing up and he was very 

empathet ic  towards people suffer ing.  That  is  one 

thing I not iced very clearly.  You know people –  he 

was very compassionate,  very humane,  and he 
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seemed to  get  upset  when he saw people suffer ing.  

Especial ly wi th the pets  at  home.  You know, i f  he 

saw them suffer ing he was very upset  about  i t  and 

the same thing with respect  to  human beings,  you 

know. He became very,  very sad when he heard 

people suffer ing.  

CV: Now when you say – where were you growing up at  

this  t ime?  You were in  the Durban area is  that  

correct?  

NR: In Merebank.  

CV: In Merebank?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: And is  that  where he was born and grew up?  

NR: He was born and brought  up in  Merebank yes .  

CV: And did you at tend the same school?  

NR: Yes we did.  That  was Merebank High School .  

CV: Merebank High School  okay.  And at  that  t ime what  

did your parents  do?  What  did Krish’s  parents  do?  

NR: My Mum was an ordinary housewife.  She was total ly 

i l l i terate.  She never  even saw the doors  of  a  school .  

Unfortunately,  her  parents  were very conservat ive 

and they didn’t  bel ieve in  educat ing gir ls  very 

much.  So my mother  was total ly i l l i terate.  But  my 

father  also didn’t  go to  school ,  to  a  very high 

s tandard.  Actual ly he only went  up to  s tandard two I 

think.  So and he was a t ruck driver .  

CV: He was a t ruck driver?  

NR: He used to  drive for  di fferent  companies ,  but  

basical ly i t  was Freight  Services  in  Maydon Wharf .  

CV: And the community of  Merebank that  you grew up 

in ,  how would you describe i t ,  a t  that  t ime,  when 

you were?  
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NR: It  was a poor community.  Ya,  very poor and qui te  

pol i t ical ly enl ightened though.  I think Merebank 

was one of  the few areas  that  was the NIC 

s t ronghold.  Natal  Indian Congress .  

CV: What  was – how far  did Krish go in  terms of  his  

educat ional  background?  

NR: He only went  up to  matr ic .  And  he was a bri l l iant  

s tudent .  You know, he excel led in  mathematics  and 

physical  science.  In  fact  his  mathematics  teacher  

who ended up as  a  rector  of  t raining col lege,  Mr G 

K Nair ,  of ten used to  come home – he was our 

neighbour –  to  actual ly discuss  problems with him 

which he couldn’t  solve himself .  And my son 

present ly at  the moment  has  the same qual i t ies  as  

my brother;  you know, bri l l iant  in  maths .  So he was 

absolutely bri l l iant  in  maths  and science.  But  he 

hated Afrikaans,  which he termed the language of  

the oppressor  and refused to  s tudy and no mat ter  

how much I counsel led him,  told him you s t i l l  need 

i t  for  a  job,  he wouldn’t  l i s ten.  So he ended up with 

a  G in  Afrikaans.  So he had a condi t ional  meri t  pass  

in  matr ic .  And,  that  i s  where his  s tudies  ended.  He 

didn’t  bother  to  s tudy further .  Then he went  into the 

work s i tuat ion s t raight-away.  

CV: And what  was he eventual ly hoping?  

NR: He was interested in  becoming a doctor ,  but  then 

with Afrikaans being so badly done he,  I think,  

dropped that  ideal .  Then I think he got  involved in  

pol i t ics  but  I s t i l l  don’t  know up t i l l  today what  is  

the – who was the person who actual ly motivated 

him to get  into pol i t ics .  I don’t  know. 
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CV: Were there other  members  of  your family that  got  

involved in  pol i t ics  as  Krish did?  

NR: No.  

CV: So he was the only one?  

NR: Ya.  Even I was not  total ly,  I was qui te  apol i t ical  at  

that  s tage.  

CV: When do you feel ,  do you think Krish’s  

pol i t icizat ion had an effect  on you?  

NR: Just  af ter  matr ic  when he s tar ted the work s i tuat ion 

he used to  have meet ings  in  the evenings and he had 

no t ransport .  And I had just  s tar ted teaching then.  

So I had a car ,  an old car  and he used to  ask me to  

take him around for  those meet ings .  So I was l ike 

the driver  for  him.  Took him to the meet ings ,  and 

that  i s  when I got  pol i t ical ly conscient ised because,  

you know, the books that  he used to  bring home,  I 

s tar ted reading myself .  They were banned books,  

you know. 

CV: What  kind of  books?  

NR: Fidel  Castro,  Karl  Marx ,  Mart in  Luther  King’s  

books and I can’t  remember the other  ones  off  hand 

now, but  al l  banned books he used to  bring.  And so 

I s tar ted reading them and that  i s  how I got  

pol i t ical ly conscient ised.   

CV: When you say that  your family was apol i t ical  or  that  

you weren’t  very pol i t ical ,  a t  that  t ime,  can you 

describe how did you feel  about  l iving under 

apartheid?  What  was your view of  the pol i t ical  

s i tuat ion?  Were you hoping for  change?  Did you 

feel  –  was there just  a  gradual  process?  What  was 

your relat ionship – how did you view the l iberat ion 

s t ruggle,  at  that  point?  
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NR: Well  when I got  into the teaching s i tuat ion then my 

mind  opened up further .  But  ini t ial ly I wasn’t  very 

pol i t ical ly  incl ined,  but  I was aware of  the 

injust ices  of  apartheid and I had the desi re that   i t  

must  be ended,  that  i t  must  be removed,  but  I didn’t  

have any idea of  violence,  at  that  s tage,  in  my mind.  

 And I was terr i f ied of  whi te  people and  we were 

condi t ioned by that  fear ,  you know. My parents  were 

terr i f ied of  whi te  people,  and you  know my Mum 

also when they saw white people coming home for  

some reason they were scared.   My father’s  boss  

used to  come home now and then,  you know, and my 

mother  used to  be terr i f ied,  scared to  go in  front  of  

him and speak.  She was very shy and unassuming.  

We were al l  condi t ioned by that  kind of  fear .  Even 

when I went  on a l i f t  in  town for  example I used to  

s tand at  one corner  of   the l i f t ,  you know, far  away 

from the whi te people because we fel t  unwanted.  I 

real ly fel t  unwanted.  And I was scared to  confront  

anybody about  that .  We were terr i f ied.  

CV: We wil l  ta lk  about  –  we wil l  get  to  this  later ,  but  on 

that  note,  in  your tes t imony you talk  about  your 

incredible feel ings  of  anger .  Did you feel  angry at  

that  t ime or  was?  

NR: When?  

CV: At  this  t ime when you were younger,  you were 

talking about  fear  did you also feel  anger?  

NR: No,  the anger  wasn’t  there.  Only af ter  his  death,  the 

anger  became very pronounced.  

CV: Now you said you grew up in  Merebank,  which was 

a corners tone of  the NIC.  Did Krish have any 

involvement  in  NIC?                               
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NR:   Yes.                   

CV: Okay,  he did.  Was that  his  f i rs t  br idge into pol i t ical  

act ivi ty?  

NR:  No,  he was involved with the Merebank Ratepayers’  

Associat ion.  That 's  where he s tar ted.  

CV:   Okay.  

NR: This  body is  s t i l l  act ive in  Merebank.  Then he 

joined the Merebank ex-s tudents’  Society.   Then he 

got  involved in  community work in  the poorer  

sect ions  of  Merebank,  near  the oi l  ref inery.  Where 

the SAIC,  South African Indian Counci l .  We used to  

cal l  them South African Idiots  Counci l ,  a t  that  

s tage.  They sanct ioned the bui lding of  those mini  

houses ,  matchbox houses ,  and my brother  used to  do 

community work there.  You know, providing bread 

and having ral l ies  on bus fare price increases ,  bread 

price increases  and things l ike that .  So he was 

galvaniz ing the community there.  I think that  i s  

where his  pol i t ical  l i fe  actual ly s tar ted before he 

got  into NIC.  About  the NIC I don’t  know of much 

when he actual ly got  in  but  I think that  i s  where he 

got  in  af ter  his  involvement  wi th the MRA, the 

Merebank Ratepayers  Associat ion and the bus 

associat ion.  

CV: Did you – around this  t ime – did you al ign yourself  

wi th any t rade union or  pol i t ical  organisat ion or  

civi l  associat ion?  

NR: No.  

CV: No?  

NR: No.  
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CV: And when do you know did Krish take up the cause 

of  the ANC or did he aff i l iate  himself  wi th the 

cause of  the ANC? 

NR: I think i t  was – I can’t  remember the date now but  i t  

came as  a  sudden shock to  us  that  he was actual ly 

gone into ex i le  when two securi ty branch members  

came home one day.  It  was school  hol iday,  i t  was 

Eid,  and I was in  the outbui lding s tudying,  reading 

at  least ,  when they came in  and told us  about  i t .  I 

th ink i t  was in  19 – he skipped in  1977.  I think i t  

was in  1977.  And then they came and told us  about  

that  we won’t  be seeing him again and you know 

they were very nasty about  i t .  So when I quest ioned 

them about  i t  they told me that  we wil l  never  be 

able to  see him again because he has  gone into 

ex i le .  

CV: Had he been harassed prior  to  this?   

NR: Not  that  I was aware of .  It  i s  only when he sent  us  a  

secret  note I think some t ime later  from Swazi land 

where he was in  ex i le  that  we real ised that  he was 

being harassed.  Because apparent ly they have to  

skip the border  and they were nearly caught  by the 

dogs and they just  managed to  get  over  the fence.  I 

jus t  know the vague parts  of  that .  But  the person to  

quest ion about  that ,  I think,  i s  Vis  Pi l lay who 

skipped with him.  

CV: I see.  

NR: Ya.  So they were harassed and they were forced to  

f lee.  

CV: And when he was working with the Merebank 

community associat ion,  did he feel  that  he couldn’t  

act  –  organise as  he wanted to  because of  being 
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monitored by securi ty forces  or  anything l ike that  or  

was he able to  do that  work fai r ly unencumbered?  

NR: No I don’t  think he was able to  do that  very easi ly.  

But  he never  real ly talked much.  He was a very 

quiet  person.  So he never  gave me the impression 

that  he was being you know prevented from doing 

any of  those things.  

CV: You say he was a very quiet  person?  

NR: Very quiet .  

CV: Did he have a di fferent  persona when he was doing 

this  work in  the community?  

NR: No he was always quiet .  He always worked in  the 

background.  He never  looked for  the l imel ight .  Ya,  

he never  did.  

CV: And did he ever  express  to  you or  could you say in  a  

word what  you thought  his  goal  as  an act ivis t  was?  

What  he was t rying to  achieve?  

NR: He was t rying to  achieve a non-racial ,  non-sexis t ,  

democrat ic  South Africa,  where al l  people l ive 

harmoniously in  co-exis tence with each other .  That  

was his  goal .  

CV: That  was his  goal?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: When he said that ,  do you think that  your memories  

of  your family were support ive of  his  act ivism in 

t rying to  achieve his  goal?  

NR: I would be lying i f  I said they were support ive 

because he never  shared those feel ings  with my 

parents .  

CV: Real ly?  

NR: Ya.  So he was more a loner ,  you know he did i t    

quiet ly,  in  the background.  We never  knew his  
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pol i t ical  involvement  unt i l  the s tage – we never  

knew the ex tent  of  his  pol i t ical  involvement  unt i l  

the s tage he went  into ex i le .  We knew he was mildly 

involved but  we never  knew he was so deep unt i l  he 

went  into ex i le .  

CV: Are you saying i t  was a conscious choice on his  part  

to  perhaps hide i t?  

NR: Ya,  I think so.   I th ink so.  

CV: Because he knew that?  

NR: I think he knew my mother  would be dis turbed,  she 

was i l l i terate.  My father  was not  highly educated.  

They were al l  s t ruggl ing to  make a survival  and he 

probably knew that  he was embarking on a 

dangerous course and that  would probably send him 

into ex i le .  So he never  gave us  any impression that  

he was ever  going into ex i le  or  that  he was ever  

going to  skip the country.  

CV: And your other  s ibl ings ,  at  this  t ime,  what  f ields  did 

they pursue?  

NR: All  of  them finished matr ic .  My big brother  is  in  

Transvaal .  He f inished matr ic ,  then he s tar ted in  the 

work s i tuat ion s t raightaway.  The other  chap,  he 

f inished matr ic .  He t r ied to  burn the laboratory of  

the school  down in Merebank because he was being 

upset  by the propaganda that  was being spread about  

my brother ,  as  wel l  in  that  school .  You know they 

regarded him as  a  terroris t  and so on.  And he,  out  of  

frust rat ion,  t r ied to  burn the lab down one day.  He 

used to  s leep with my brother  as  wel l .  So they were 

very close.  In  fact  they were closer  than I was to  

Krishna -  the chap who t r ied to  burn the lab down.  

So he was – we had a rough t ime t rying to  sort  that  
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problem out  wi th pol ice,  they wanted to  jai l  h im,  

but  fortunately the members  of  the NIC intervened.  

CV: Pay his  bai l .  

NR:  And the other  brothers  al l  jus t  f inished matr ic .  Ya,  

that  i s  about  al l .  None of  them are real ly in  the 

teaching profession or  any other  profess ion.  They 

al l  f inished matr ic  and they are working or  married.  

The three s is ters  -  they are al l  married.  

CV: I wondered,  do you feel  that  what  happened to  Krish 

in  terms of  how i t  pol i t icized you,  did that  have a 

s imilar  effect  on your other  brothers  and s is ters?  

NR: Everybody,  even my big brother  who only f inished 

s tandard eight ,  I think – no I think he f inished 

matr ic .  I can’t  even remember now. He got  into – he 

wasn’t  pol i t ical ly incl ined at  al l .  He used to  support  

the whi te soccer  teams and so on but  af ter  my 

brother’s  death his  t ransformat ion was remarkable.  

In  fact  he was more pol i t ical ly conscient ised than 

me and he did a lot  of  work for  the ANC in the 

Phoenix  area and he was act ive,  very act ive in  the 

ANC. And now he is  in  the Transvaal .  

CV: I am going to  turn a l i t t le  bi t  to  the tes t imony you 

gave in  front  of  the Truth and Reconci l iat ion 

Commission.  In  which you speak also about  growing 

up with Krish.  Specif ical ly you refer  to  -  he ran a 

community newspaper cal led The Sent inel ,  which 

had a s t rong pol i t ical  s lant ,  evoking community 

consciousness  on issues  such as  the bread price,  

workers  problems,  etcetera.  He also did great  a  deal  

of  social  work with numerous ex i les  and detainees .  I 

wonder i f  you could talk  just  a  l i t t le  bi t  more in-
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depth about  The Sent inel .  How often i t  came out?  

Who i t  was aimed at?  How that  began?  

NR: To tel l  you the t ruth I don’t  know too much about  

The Sent inel .  It  came out ,  I think,  once in  every 

three months  I think i t  was,  and I don’t  have any 

copies  at  home as  wel l .  But  i t  had a very s t rong 

pol i t ical  s lant .  You know evoking the pol i t ical  

consciousness  of  the people in  the Mini town area 

especial ly.  He’l l  ta lk  about  bread price increases ,  

about  the bus fare increases  and things l ike that .

 Al l  I did was to  take them around to  dupl icate 

the paper ,  dupl icate the copies  but  when the 

s i tuat ion was get t ing rough they told me to  take that  

machine and dump i t  somewhere.  Because I think 

the Securi ty Branch were beginning to  t race where 

the machine was.  So I had to  take i t  a l l  the way to  

Greytown to my in-laws and i t  i s  s t i l l  there.  And 

nobody knows that  i t  i s  there.  We were so terr i f ied 

at  that  s tage.  You know we were very scared,  so I 

jus t  took i t  in  my car  and lef t  i t  a t  my in-laws.  

CV: This  was a free paper?  

NR: It  was a free paper .  

CV: And when you were doing that  how did you – would 

you say you had al ready been pol i t icized by Krish’s  

involvement  in  pol i t ics  when you were ass is t ing in  

the dis t r ibut ion of  The Sent inel?  

NR: Yes I was.  

CV: So when you were doing – when you were ass is t ing 

in  that ,  d id  you,  yourself  feel  l ike you were 

pol i t ical ly act ive,  or  would you say?  

NR: Not  very pol i t ical ly act ive because my profession 

we were also being watched and we couldn’t  real ly 
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– the Broederbond had a very s t rong control  over  

Indian educat ion at  that  s tage and teachers  were 

s l ight ly progressive in  their  thinking.  We were 

targets .  Spider  Juggernath was one of  them. He was 

picked up at  school  at  Westcl i ff  a  couple of  t imes.  

So we al l  had that  fear .  So I never  shared that  

pol i t ical  consciousness  wi th the teachers  around me 

because most  of  the teachers  themselves  up t i l l  

today,  many of  them are not  pol i t ical ly 

conscient ized,  and we were scared to  speak to  them 

about  i t .   

CV: Was this  newspaper,  The Sent inel ,  was that  solely 

Krish’s  responsibi l i ty or  did he work,  to  your 

knowledge,  wi th other  people?  

NR: No I think he worked with other  people.  I think 

Sat ish Juggernath was one of  them. He is  in  Sbu 

Ndabele’s  Transport  Department ,  at  the moment .  I 

think he was one of  them. Ya,  Vis  was there as  wel l .  

As I said my brother  never  –  I used to  just  take them 

around.  He never  real ly shared al l  that  knowledge 

with me.  So I don’t  know too much about  that  part  

of  his  l i fe ,  you know. 

CV: When you were doing al l  that  did you feel  l ike you 

were doing something that  was helping your brother  

or  did you feel  l ike you were doing something that  

was a part  of . . .?   

NR: I should be very honest .  I fel t  a t  that  s tage that  I 

was helping my brother .  The reason I told Spider ,  I 

don’t  know if  you know Spider  Juggernath as  wel l  –  

once that  look our community is  s t ruggl ing to  make 

ends meet  here.  And you know they are more 

worried about  bread and but ter  issues  and we are 
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becoming so pol i t ical ly involved we are going to  get  

into t rouble.  That  was my thinking at  that  s tage.  I 

was s t i l l  very conservat ive at  that  level .  And so I 

wasn’t  doing much for  the s t ruggle at  that  s tage 

myself .  That  is  the t ruth.  

CV: Did you f ind that  you argued with Krish about  

pol i t ics  at  this  t ime?  Did you feel  l ike he was taking 

things too far?  

NR: No I didn’t .  

CV: No?  

NR: No.  I respected his  individual i ty in  that  respect .  

CV: Alright .  Now, in  your tes t imony you talk  about  how 

he f led with Vis  Pi l lay in  1977,  that  i s  when the 

securi ty forces  came to  your house.  Had you had 

prior  run-ins  wi th Securi ty Branch before they came 

to  your house that  night?  

NR: No,  no -  [ interrupt ion]  

CV: And that  -  I am sorry.  

NR: That  was the f i rs t  t ime they came,  af ter  he had f led.  

CV: And how did you feel ,  i f  you can talk  about  i t?  How 

your parents  fel t  af ter  they told you this?  

NR: Ya,  actual ly I was devastated you know. I was in  the 

outbui lding and I t r ied to  gather  some courage to  go 

and tel l  them but  I only told them towards the 

evening.  I was,  you know, in  a  turmoil  because I 

didn’t  know how to break the news to  them. I was 

the only one at  home at  that  t ime.  My big brother  

wasn’t  pol i t ical ly conscient ised as  wel l .  So I didn’t  

know what  to  do but  I had to  tel l  them. And I wai ted 

for  evening – that  i s  when my brother  used to  come 

home from work – Krish that  i s .  And I told my 

mother  that  he won’t  be coming home today and that  
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he has  al ready lef t  the country and – wel l ,  she broke 

into tears .  She burs t  out  crying and you know, when 

people die you get  that  kind of  expression.  She was 

crying as  i f  i t  was a funeral .  And when my dad came 

home,  i t  was even worse.  Both of  them were 

devastated to  hear  that  they would never  see him 

again.  And I was a bi t  angry at  that  s tage too,  and I 

told them, you know, I can’t  unders tand why he had 

to  leave the country and so al l  those things s tar ted 

coming out  of  my mouth as  wel l .  You know we were 

al l  devastated and he was working at  that  s tage.  He 

was support ing the family as  wel l .  

CV: Did your mother  know, when you explained to  her  

that  he had lef t ,  d id  she know and unders tand that  i t  

was because of  his  pol i t ical  act ivi ty?  

NR: No she was not  aware of  that .  

CV: And your father  as  wel l?  

NR: Even my dad.  You know, as  I said my brother  did 

things very quiet ly,  unassumingly and never  real ly 

spoke about  his  l i fe  outs ide,  you know. So none of  

us  were real ly aware of  the kind of  involvement  he 

had.  So i t  real ly came as  a  shock to  them. So that  i s  

when I had to  s tar t  the process  of  educat ion of  my 

parents .  

CV: And when you learnt  that  he had lef t ,  how did you 

feel  towards him?  

NR: It  was mixed feel ings  actual ly.  I was a bi t  angry as  

wel l ,  because he didn’t  tel l  us  that  he was going to  

do something l ike that  or  that  he had some not ion in  

the future that  he would probably be forced to  do 

something l ike that .  He never  gave us  any intent ion 

whatsoever  and that  he was support ing the family as  
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well  and we fel t  kind of  desert ion as  wel l  at  that  

s tage you know. But  i t  wasn’t  a  s t rong feel ing of  

antagonism towards him no.  No i t  i s  jus t  that  we 

fel t  a  bi t  le t  down that  he had to  do i t  in  this  way 

but  we didn’t  know at  that  s tage the ci rcumstances  

in  which he had to  do i t .  

CV: How would you describe the f inancial  impact  on 

your family af ter  he lef t?  

NR: It  was qui te  severe because I was married a year  

later ,  1978.  And the house where we were l iving 

was very smal l .  I had a s ingle room with my wife 

and al l  the furni ture was s tuffed in  there so I had to  

look for  another  place.  So I had to  support  myself  as  

wel l  but  I was support ing my family as  wel l .  So 

there was a lot  of  –  what  shal l  I say?  I can’t  f ind the 

r ight  word now – i t  made a huge impact  on my 

f inances  but  I never  deserted my parents .  

CV: Never.   

NR:  Ah yes ,  never .  In  fact  i f  I can recal l  my wife i f  she 

was here would tel l  you the same.  By the middle of  

the month we had about  R4 in  my pocket  to  buy 

bread and milk.  The res t  I had to  give at  home.  I fel t  

obl igated to  give my parents  the money.  I think my 

dad was just  about  –  I don’t  know if  he was 

unemployed at  that  s tage,  because in  the t rucking 

business  the jobs  are not  there al l  the t ime,  and his  

heal th  was not  very good too.  And my big brother  

wasn’t  earning.  He was married.  He was l iving 

separately as  wel l .  So basical ly the burden fel l  on 

me f inancial ly but  I did what  I could.  

CV: What  was the family l ike?  What  was the f lavour of  

family l i fe  l ike af ter  Krish’s  departure?  
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NR: It  was very,  very sad actual ly.  You know, when I 

 shif ted out  to  Kharwastan and I went  home,  my 

 Mum used to  look forward to  me coming home.  If  I 

 d idn’t  go there at  least  once a month she would be 

 very upset .  She kind of  looked at  me,  as  you know, 

 subst i tut ing for  Krish,  that  I had to  vis i t  her  every 

month,  al though I was l iving separately from 

 her .  And my dad too.  She would s i t  outs ide there 

 wai t ing for  me.  So I used to  take groceries  there.  

 You know  go shopping,  come back.  Not  once a 

 month,  sorry,  once a week.   I used to  go there every 

 week.  Every Saturday they used to  wai t  for  me.   So,  

 i t  was very lonely for  them after  my brother  passed 

 away.  Because my mother  was very at tached to  him,  

  because he was such a quiet  person and he had an 

  ar thri t ic  knee,  you know, he used to  have problems 

  wi th his  knee,  and whenever he came from 

 work she used to  bandage i t ,  massage i t .   You know 

 she missed that  kind of  thing.  You know mothers  

 are special ,  or  i f  i t ’s  something that  they are forced 

 to  do,  or  i t ’s  a  chore,  but  they love doing that .  And 

 she missed that .  And every bir thday subsequent ly,  

 af ter  his  death she remembered the date.  Al though 

 she was highly uneducated,  but  that  day she never  

 fai led to  remember.  

CV: You talk  a  l i t t le  bi t  in  your tes t imony about  the 

impact  on your parents’  heal th .  I don’t  know if  you 

could touch on that  a  bi t?  

NR: Yes my – wel l  you can see they were beginning to  

age very vis ibly.  Especial ly my dad.  You know he – 

my dad was a special  kind of  person.  Al though he 

had ten chi ldren he was a di fferent  kind of  person.  
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We had to  kiss  him before we go to  work,  I mean to  

school .  Al though we were qui te  old,  big enough.  We 

used to  feel  embarrassed but  he made sure we had to  

kiss  him before we go to  work.  He used to  buy one 

Kitkat  [chocolate]  and the whole family used to  

share  that  and on Fridays he used to  buy cakes  for  

us .  So he fel t  my brother’s  death very badly,  and he 

s tar ted smoking a lot  and drinking a lot  too.  You 

know so his  heal th  went  real ly downhi l l .  

CV: Was this  –  this  was af ter  his  ex i le  or  af ter  his  –  

af ter  he had known that  he had died?  

NR: After  he died,  especial ly.  When he was in  ex i le  at  

least  we had the chance of  seeing him and a few 

t imes we did see him,  he was thri l led you know. 

And he knew that  the cause he was f ight ing for  and 

he went  on certain  plat forms,  ral l ies  and so and so 

i t  had pepped him up.  So he was qui te  happy about  

that  but  af ter  he died he just  went  downhi l l .  And my 

mother  as  wel l  you know she used to  suffer  from 

blackouts  qui te  often.  At  the funeral  i t sel f  she had a 

blackout .  She had a sugar  problem. All  those were 

aggravated af ter  his  death.  So she used to  go for  

t reatment  to  Clai rwood Hospi tal  almost  every 

month.  Once a month,  she had to  go.  

CV: Once a month?  

NR: Ya,  she had to  go.  

CV: Do you feel  –  did you feel  that  your family was,  did 

you feel  threatened af ter  Krish had gone into ex i le  

and you had the Securi ty Branch come to you that  

night?  That  you say here he told the whi te off icer  

that  i t  would be a good idea to  put  the ent i re  
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Rabilal l  family along the front  wal l  to  face the 

f i r ing squad?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: Were you harassed af ter  that  and even i f  you 

weren’t  did you feel  a  constant  threat?  

NR: No we never  fel t  a  constant  threat .  After  his  death 

they didn’t  real ly harass  us  very much because I 

think they had achieved what  they wanted to .  You 

know they wanted him put  away and that  i s  what  

they had achieved.  Well  I was as  I said not  very 

act ively involved so they didn’t  target  me so much.  

I don’t  know about  my brother  in  Phoenix ,  but  at  

that  t ime the ANC had been unbanned,  so we 

became more brave.  So we began to  speak out  at  

every plat form that  we found.  But  prior  to  that  we 

were scared.  

CV: I want  to  talk  a  l i t t le  bi t  about  the t ime period your 

brother  f led in  1977 and between 1981 when he was 

ki l led.  You said that  you received several  months  

later  a  secret  note from Krish.  Was that  the f i rs t  

communicat ion you had?  

NR: Firs t  communicat ion.  

CV: And what  were you thinking in  not  having had any 

communicat ion?  Were you afraid of  what  might  

have happened to  him?  

NR: Yes we were total ly unaware of  what  was going on,  

on the other  s ide.  So my parents  were al l  anxious.  

We never  had any informat ion about  him.  So we 

were al l  in  the dark.  So this  let ter  came,  as  you 

know, a bless ing because i t  gave us  an idea that  he 

was al ive and that  he wanted us  to  meet  him at  some 

t ime.   
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CV: Now you ment ioned he wanted to  meet  you in  

Swazi land?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: What  was that  reunion l ike?  

NR: You know i t  i s  di ff icul t  to  describe because my 

parents  were so upbeat  about  going on that  t r ip .  You 

know get t ing up early in  the morning,  preparing 

food for  him,  buying clothes  for  him.  We,  you know 

-  they went  out  of  their  way just  to  get  there.  And 

they were impat ient  to  jus t  to  see him.  So when they 

met  him i t  was – I don’t  know, they just  hugged him 

and they just  burs t  into tears .  And the meet ing place 

was actual ly a  roadside.  That  was more dis t ress ing 

at  that  s tage because we never  knew where he s tayed 

in  Swazi land.  He never  even took us  there.  In  fact  

he had booked at  Timbal i  Caravan Park for  us  to  

s tay there.  And that  i s  the few days we spent  wi th 

him at  that  park.  

CV: And how – did you have any t rouble get t ing over  the 

border  at  that  t ime?  

NR: Yes,  we had a lot  of  problems.  The people at  the 

 border ,  I don’t  know, for  some reason,  they seemed 

 to  have known us  – known that  we were coming 

 that  way.  I don’t  know whether  they had any access  

 to  informat ion that  we coming that  way and they 

 didn’t  want  to  al low us  in .  It  could have been 

 coincidence i t  may not  have been pol i t ical ly 

 mot ivated but  they didn’t  al low my son.  I had 

 my f i rs t  son at  that  s tage.  He was a smal l  baby,  s t i l l  

 being carr ied,  and because he didn’t  have a 

passport ,  

 they didn’t  al low us  in .  They used that  as  an excuse 
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 to  send us  out .  So they refused to  al low us  in  but  

 we al l  –  al l  of  us  had passports  except  my son.   So 

 my wife decided to ,  you know, f ind the nearest  town 

 and leave her  there,  she wanted us  to  leave her  

 there and then we could go and see my brother  at  

 leas t .  And that  i s  when we drove to  Piet  Ret ief  and 

 managed to  -  we were ci rcl ing that  smal l  town 

 looking for  a  place and you know, i t  was very 

 di ff icul t  to  f ind a place.  There was a lady who,  

when 

  we asked her ,  she said no problem but  her  brother  

  was there and when he heard that  we were going to  

  s tay there,  leave my wife there for  a  few nights ,  he 

  refused point  blank.  And so we carr ied on ci rcl ing 

  the town.  I eventual ly ended up at  the same place.  I 

  d idn’t  know at  the same intersect ion.  You know we 

  got  los t  and this  gi r l  s topped me again and she said 

 "no,  you must  s tay here." She had spoken to  her  

  brother .  So we s tayed there.  It  was a Moslem home 

  and qui te  a  conservat ive one.  So I think the brother  

  was – because we were Hindus I think he didn’t  

 want  us  to  s tay there.  That  is  a  real i ty I think.  It  

  wasn’t  for  any other  reason why he refused.  

CV: When you were s taying that  t ime with Krish those 

few days – was i t  the ent i re  family or  jus t  you and 

your parents?  

NR: No just  me,  my fourth brother  and my parents .  

CV: I see.  

NR: Ya.  

CV: And did you f ind – did you think Krish had changed 

in  that  t ime from before he f led to  when you spent  
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those few days with him in Swazi land or  was he the 

same person?  

NR: He was the same person.  

CV: He was?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: Did he talk  about  what  he was doing at  that  t ime?  

NR: No he didn’t .  

CV: Did you ask or?  

NR: No I didn’t  real ly ask.  I knew because I didn’t  real ly 

want  to  discuss  in  front  of  my parents .  

CV: After  that  t ime you said you met  in  a  clandest ine  

 fashion.  In  this  period securi ty –  am quot ing:   

  "Securi ty Branch pol ice would often come 

home and harass  my family,  especial ly my 

mother ,  who was alone and the res t  of  us  had 

gone to  work.  They would want  to  know if  we 

received any communicat ions  from my 

brother ."  

NR: Yes they would ask her  whether  he had 

communicated with her ,  know where he was.  Things 

l ike that .  They just  wanted to  know where he was,  

his  whereabouts .  

CV: And how did she handle that?  

NR: She told them she doesn’t  know. She was get t ing a 

bi t  brave at  that  s tage because she had real ised that  

my brother  won’t  be coming back for  a  whi le .  

CV: And did you feel  threatened as  wel l  or  during that  or  

when you knew that  they were coming to  talk  to  

your mother  or?  

NR: No,  they didn’t  real ly actual ly –  they just  harassed 

her ,  but  they never  real ly threatened her .  You know 

maybe I used the word threaten there but  I am not  
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sure.  I don’t  think they threatened her  as  such.  They 

just  wanted to  f ind out  each t ime whether  he had 

communicated and where he was but  they never  

real ly threatened her  physical ly in  any way.  

CV: When was the las t  t ime you saw Krish before his  

death?  

NR: I think i t  was just  before he died,  1980 I think i t  

was.  You know I have got  a  bad memory.  

CV: The date -  [unclear] .  

NR: I have a very bad memory.  I think i t  was the 

beginning of  1981.   

CV: And you had gone for  another  vis i t  wi th  your 

parents?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: But  were they always connected in  Swazi land?  

NR: Swazi land,  yes .  

CV: And did you – how long did you spend with him that  

t ime,  do you recal l?  

NR: It  was about  three or  four  days.  

CV: And each t ime,  did he seem l ike the same person to  

you,  or  were you not icing changes with -  [unclear] .  

NR: He seemed the same person to  us  al l  the t ime,  in  his  

relat ionship with us ,  in  his  mannerisms,  everything 

was the same.  He hadn’t  changed in  that  respect .  

His  mind had probably changed you know he had 

become pol i t ical ly a  giant  at  that  s tage but  he never  

showed that .  

CV: When he was gone,  those years ,  was his  name in  the 

news?  Was the ANC speaking about  him?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: They were?  
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NR: In fact  the 10 t h  anniversary was held at  the St .  

Michael’s  Church in  Merebank.  So they had a 

funct ion for  him there,  a  memorial  service.  

CV: This  is  in  1991?  

NR: In 1991.  

CV: And did people from the ANC stay in  touch with 

your family about  his  wel l -being,  or  was your only 

knowledge of  him through the communicat ion that  

he sent?  

NR: No we didn’t  real ly receive much communicat ion 

from the ANC, no.  

CV: I want  to  talk  a  l i t t le  bi t  about  when you heard the 

news that  he had been ki l led.  Can you describe in  

your own words the detai ls  that  you were told at  

that  t ime and how you fel t?  

NR: Ya actual ly i t  was late  night .  I was in  bed I think 

and I heard a knock on my window. I think I jus t  

moved into my home at  that  s tage.   It  was 1981 I 

moved into Kharwastan,  ya.  And I heard a knock on 

the window and two of  my brother’s  fr iends had 

come there.  I think i t  was Sat ish Juggernath.  I can’t  

remember who the other  one was.  I don’t  know if  i t  

was Raymond Lal la  or  Vis .  It  couldn’t  have been 

Vis ,  Vis  was gone.  I think i t  was Raymond Lal la  had 

come and told me that  my brother  was ki l led.  I was 

devastated.  I was frozen with shock.  I didn’t  even 

cry because I was expect ing something l ike that .  I 

knew at  some t ime because of  the way that  Securi ty 

Pol ice were harass ing my parents  t rying to  f ind out  

his  whereabouts .  I knew that  something l ike that  

would happen because the Defence Force was,  you 

know, doing their  raids  and things l ike that ,  in  the 
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surrounding black s tates .  So we were expect ing 

something – I was expect ing something l ike this .  

CV: You were?  

NR: The shock came afterwards .  I only cr ied af ter  that .   

You know but  at  that  moment  I didn’t .  I was just  

f rozen with shock.  

CV: And you said you were expect ing i t .  Had that  ever  

been a conversat ion that  you would have with Krish 

when you saw him those t imes or  was i t  jus t  a . . .?  

NR: No i t  was just  a  feel ing that  I had in  me.  

CV: And i t  fel l  on you again to  inform your parents  of  

this  to  give them the news.  

NR: Ya.  I can’t  recal l  how I did i t .  I jus t  can’t  recal l  

that .  No I didn’t  tel l  them that  he was ki l led.  

CV: Oh you didn’t?  

NR: No I told them that  he was injured.  I spoke to  my 

bigger  brother  and I told him you know that  I don’t  

think that  we could tel l  them st raightaway.  Because 

they won’t  be able to  go on the t r ip  you know. 

CV: For the funeral .  

NR: For the funeral .  And so he suggested that  we just  

tel l  them that  he is  injured,  and gradual ly I think we 

wil l  t ry and break the news to  them on that  s ide.  

And that  i s  what  we did.  

CV: And how long a t ime – how long a period of  t ime 

passed before your parents  knew the t ruth would you 

say?  

NR: Look they probably sensed i t ,  but  on the t r ip  to  

Swazi land they were very,  very quiet  but  when we 

reached the Mozambican border  there was a very 

long delay there.  I don’t  know what  was the cause 

of  the delay.  We just  had to  s i t  in  the car  and wai t  
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and wai t  and wai t .  And then the other  comrades 

began to  pass  through the border  and they were also 

delayed there.  And I think whi le they were 

discussing or  in  conversat ion with them they 

probably learned that  he was ki l led because from 

that  point  onwards you could see that  the tears  were 

rol l ing down their  faces .  And I don’t  know, but  I 

never  told them direct ly that  he had died.  Even 

there -  al though that  was my intent ion to  do i t  on 

that  s ide.  They just  got  the knowledge themselves .  

CV: So from what  you had told them when you were 

driving into Mozambique they. . . [ interrupt ion]  

NR: At  the border  I think they -  [ interrupt ion]  

CV: It  was just  that  he had been injured and they knew 

the t ruth?   

NR: Yes,  yes .  

CV: You talk  in  your tes t imony about  thanking the ANC 

for  the support  that  they provided at  the funeral .  

NR: Yes.  

CV: What  was that  l ike?  What  happened?  What  kind of  

support  did they offer?  

NR: Well ,  when we went  there,  f i rs t  of  al l  they took us  

out  to  a  place where al l  the other  comrades were 

housed,  their  parents  were housed.  They had a place 

for  us  to  s leep and there were wel l -wishers  coming 

there,  you know, offer ing condolences .  Ol iver  

Tambo himself  came there.  Offered his  condolences  

and then they arranged the funeral ,  everything about  

the funeral .  They took us  to  the mortuary where we 

had to  see the bodies  and then the funeral  i t sel f  was 

arranged by them. It  was a huge funeral .  There was 

a huge crowd there and they al lowed us  to  do the 
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funeral  according to  Hindu t radi t ion.  They provided 

the meals  and everything else.  They took us  on a 

tour  of  the bui lding that  was bombed.  So,  and al l  

a long,  r ight  t i l l  the t ime they released us ,  they put  

us  on the bus to  get  back to  Swazi land they did al l  

the arrangements .  

CV: When they took you to  see the bui lding that  was 

bombed,  can you describe i t?  

NR: The shock! i t  was very diff icul t  to  express  the 

shock.  There were holes  in  the wal ls .  It  was mortar-

bombed.  There were teargas  canis ters  al l  over .  

There were bul let  holes  in  the bui ldings and blood 

on the f loors .  Furni ture s t rewn about .  It  was,  you 

know, a real  huge raid i t  seemed by the South 

African Defence Force soldiers ,  I think,  who were 

painted black,  apparent ly.  I think the faces ,  that  i s  

what  we heard there –  they had painted their  faces  

black,  but  they were whi te soldiers .  

CV: Okay I am going to  pause here and I wi l l  turn the 

tape over  and we are going to  talk  a  bi t  more about  

that  in  a  minute.  

END OF TAPE 1A 

RESUMPTION OF INTERVIEW ON TAPE 1B 

CV: Okay we are back.  You talked about  going to  see the 

bui lding that  was bombed where your brother  was.  

When they took you was i t  jus t  you or  did your?  

NR: No the ent i re  family.  

CV: The ent i re  family.  

NR: Ya.   

CV: And how did your parents  react  to  that?  

NR: Ya,  they were shocked.  I had to  support  my Mum 

most  of  the way you know through the bui lding 
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because she was get t ing faint .  And my dad was 

okay,  he managed but  my other  brother  was holding 

him as  wel l .  But  they were devastated when they 

saw that .  They couldn’t  bel ieve the savagery of  the 

at tack.    

CV: Could you?  

NR: I couldn’t  ei ther .  I couldn’t .  

CV: Did they know what  they were going to  see when 

they went  there?  

NR: No we had no idea what  we were going to  see.  

CV: Now I want  to  turn to  jus t  af ter  his  death.  You 

spoke al ready about  how your parents  changed after  

that .  Your father  died s ix  years  later  is  that  correct?  

NR: 1987.  

CV: And you say in  your tes t imony that  you think that  

Krish’s  death contr ibuted to  his  premature death.  

NR: Yes most  defini tely.  

CV: And what  about  your mother?  Did she suffer  more 

blackouts?  Did her  heal th  deter iorate as  wel l?  

NR: Ya,  her  heal th  began to  deter iorate very badly.  And 

every week al l  members  of  the family used to  come 

there.  Al l  my brothers- in-law,  and so every week 

there was somebody at  home to make sure that  she 

was looked after ,  because she was alone at  home.  

There was nobody else.  

CV: And how about  your brothers  and s is ters?  

NR: Sorry?  

CV: Your brothers  and s is ters  did you feel  that  –  did 

their  heal th  deter iorate in  other  ways or  did?  

NR: No.  In  fact  they were proud of  what  my brother  did 

and so they were sustained by that  fact .  And al l  the 

ral l ies  and so on they used to  at tend af ter  that .  They 
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used to  speak proudly of  him.  I don’t  think they 

were ANC members  before but  al l  of  them changed 

to  ANC members .  They al l  voted for  ANC in every 

elect ion thereafter .  

CV: Real ly?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: Speaking of  that  you say:    

  "We later  learned that  i t  was my brother’s  

fr iend and ex-teacher  from Pietermari tzburg 

named Sipho who actual ly turned t rai tor  and 

led the SADF soldiers  to  the houses  where the 

twelve comrades were s taying." 

NR: That  informat ion was given to  me on the day of  the 

tes t imony or  a  day before the tes t imony by Vis  

Pi l lay himself .  

CV: Okay this  was the day before tes t i fying in  front  of  

the Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: How did you feel  when you heard that  news?  

NR: I didn’t  feel  anything negat ive about  Sipho because 

I could unders tand why he would have done 

something l ike that  under  ex treme torture probably 

he would have done that .  And from what  I heard,  

subsequent ly,  he had become an alcohol ic  l iving in  

Pietermari tzburg,  because I think his  conscience 

would have t roubled him.  I don’t  think he did i t  

wi l l ful ly.  He must  have done that  under  ex treme 

torture and pressure from the authori t ies .  

CV: You said that  when you at  home your brother  was 

label led “the Terroris t”  by the whi te press  but  also 

from the largely conservat ive Indian community.  

NR: Yes.  
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CV: How did that  feel?  

NR: I fel t  bad about  i t  because my own relat ives ,  my 

aunt  actual ly –  I wouldn’t  want  to  ment ion her  name 

here –  who were real ly not  educated people you see.  

So when they read the word terroris t  for ,  them i t  

means one thing only.  And that   what  they read in  

the press  they feel  i s  the gospel  t ruth and so they 

began to  refer  to  him as  the “Terroris t”  and so on in  

their  conversat ion with other  people.  And i t  comes 

to  our  ears  as  wel l :  “This  is  what  your aunt  was 

saying about  him that  he was a terroris t  and he was 

f ight ing against  the State and ”,  things l ike that .  So 

you get  people l ike that .  I don’t  think they do i t  out  

of  any i l l  feel ing or  jealousy or  anything of  that  

sort .  I th ink i t  i s  jus t  that  ignorance that  causes  

them to speak l ike that .  So I don’t  hold anything 

against  them. 

CV: Despi te  that  do you feel  that  you had the support  of  

the community members  af ter  your brother’s  death?  

NR: Yes general ly there was moral  support  ya.  

CV: And in  the tes t imony you describe holding a prayer  

vigi l  in  1982,  a  one year  memorial  service.  

NR: Was i t  ’82?  Oh yes  I think i t  was ’82.  

CV: Ya this  is  the -  

NR: That  is  the one at  St .  Michael’s  Church.  

CV: Okay that  you were speaking of  and this  was 

at tended by Victoria  Mxenge who was the – who 

later  died hersel f ,  but  this  is  af ter  the death of  

Griff i ths ,  her  husband.  Could you tel l  me a bi t  

about  what  happened at  the vigi l?  

NR: The church was prepared for  a  memorial  service.  

You know we had posters  on the wal ls  and we had 
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placards  and things l ike that  and we had candles ,  

you know, the clay lamps to  observe things l ike this  

for  Hindu ceremonies .  And whi le the service was on 

we suddenly got  informat ion from outs ide that  the 

r iot  pol ice were there and they had surrounded the 

bui ldings.  And they had given us  a  warning that  we 

must  disperse but  Victoria  ins is ted that  we carry on.  

And whi le we were carrying on they burs t  in  and 

they capsized al l  the lamps and candles  and r ipped 

the posters  off  the wal ls  and things l ike that .  And 

they had to  send for  reinforcements ,  as  wel l .  I th ink 

a Caspir  had arr ived,  as  wel l .  And so these guys just  

put  the guns,  they pointed the guns towards us  and 

told us:  “If  you don’t  disperse we are going to  open 

f i re .”  And you could see the s teel  in  their  eyes ,  and 

you know, i t  i s  a  terr i fying s ight .  You know i t  i s  

real ly fr ightening when you encounter  something 

l ike this .  So we al l  had to  disperse.  We had to  

cancel  that  memorial  service from that  point  

onwards.  

CV: Was anyone injured?  

NR: No,  nobody was injured.  

CV: Do you think you would have wanted to  carry on i f  

Victoria  for  example had not  ins is ted that  i t  

cont inue?  

NR: Yes I would have wanted to  carry on.  

CV: And how did you feel  when you saw them? 

NR: That  is  when I became even more angry you know. I 

mean,  the man is  dead,  we can’t  even have a decent  

memorial  service.  And that  i s  when the anger  real ly 

s tar ted boi l ing in  me,  you know, as  to  a  point  that  I 
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was becoming a bi t  i r rat ional  against  the Afrikaner  

especial ly.  

CV: I am going to  just  read this ,  i t  i s  part  of  the 

tes t imony you gave:   

  "I became bi t ter  towards whi te people and the 

fact  that  the majori ty of  them voted for  the 

Nat ional  Party elect ion af ter  elect ion.  I could 

never  unders tand how they could s leep easy 

with an easy conscience at  night  knowing that  

black chi ldren were dying in  the homelands.  

When black people were given the most  

menial  jobs  and that  the government  they 

voted for  used every conceivable kind of  di r ty 

t r ick and brutal i ty to  suppress  the legi t imate 

res is tance of  black people against  the 

oppression of  apartheid."  

NR: Ya,  you know, being a geography teacher  we used to  

 s tudy a sect ion cal led the migrant  labour system 

 and the tex t  books don’t  give you the real  s tory.  

 Now I did a  lot  of  research on that .  I had 

 quotat ions  of  Joe Slovo’s  books and from pol i t ical  

 speeches  at  ral l ies  by COSATU and  things l ike 

 that .  I presented a workshop at  a  teachers’  forum 

 when I was the president  of  the Geography Society 

 of  the Teachers  Associat ion of  South Africa.  And I 

 exposed the migrant  labour system for  the cancer  

 that  i t  was.  You know i t  and that  i s  why I was so 

 upset  you know that  the Nat ional  Party could vote 

 for  something l ike this .   Creat ing homelands for  

 black people.  Pushing them in 13% of the land.     

 And I have been to  some of  these homelands 

 because my brother- in-law drives  buses ,  he 
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 runs  buses  in  the Greytown area and during the  

 hol idays I used to  go with him.  It  i s  f r ightening,  

 what  is  there.  You know there is  nothing there.  You 

 can’t  make a survival .  There is  only rocks and 

 boulders  and s tones  and there is  nothing you can 

 do.  And there is  no watering place even.  You may 

 f ind one watering place and lots  of  women are 

 coming from far ,  far  away carrying water  on their  

 heads.   And al l  this  you know i t  got  to  me you 

 know that  i t  i s  such a s in  that  this  kind of  system 

 was prevai l ing.  And every year  the Nat ional  Party 

 was voted in .  So the majori ty of  whi tes  were for  the 

 system. And you know that  real ly upset  me.  

CV: When I read that  to  you now, how do you feel  i t  

describes  your present  condi t ion?  Does i t  s t i l l  speak 

to  you?  Do you s t i l l  feel  this  way?  

NR: Ya,  I s t i l l  feel  that  way because the homelands are 

s t i l l  there.  I mean i t  wi l l  take a long t ime before i t  

a l ters  i t s  character .  Most  of  those areas  are total ly 

unproduct ive.  But  i t  wi l l  take a long t ime before the 

land redis t r ibut ion process  sorts  i t sel f  out  and 

everybody is  given an equal  chance.  At  the moment  

most  of  the blacks are s t i l l  l iv ing under very 

diff icul t  condi t ions .  

CV: When you said you real ised that  you fel t  this  way a 

kind of  anger  how did – when you recognised you 

fel t  that  how did you feel?  

NR: You know, I was becoming more and more violent ly 

incl ined af ter  my brother’s  death you know. Not  

violence against  people as  such,  but  violence that  

my brother  s tood for .  Violence against  ins t i tut ions ,  

against  symbols  of  oppression,  you know, l ike beer  
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hal ls  and government  bui ldings and things l ike that .  

I used to  have those feel ings  in  me.  You know I 

could just  t ry and do some damage to  bring down 

the morale of  the rul ing party.  Often I thought  of  

burning bui ldings or  farms in  the Free State.  You 

know when you drive past  the Free State you wil l  

see thousands of  hectares  lying vacant  which could 

have been given to  people to  farm and make money 

but  that  was just  lying there because whi tes  were 

owning them, so much of  land.  So I used to  dream 

of actual ly doing those things you know but ,  of  

course,alone you are scared to  do something l ike 

that .  You had a family to  support .  You got  the 

chi ldren now but  those thoughts  were there at  the 

back of  my mind.  

CV: How many chi ldren did you have at  this  point?  

NR: Just  one.  

CV: Just  one?  

NR: Which point  are you talking about?  

CV: When you were feel ing this  way,  when you had this ,  

af ter  your brother’s  death and you were s t ruggl ing 

with that  s t i l l?  

NR: Ya.  

CV: Did you – do you think there was a turning point?  

NR: Ja defini tely there was a turning point .  I think the 

turning point  came when I read Mart in  Luther  

King’s  book “To s t rength with Love.” It  was a thin 

book but  I read i t  a  few t imes and i t  made me think 

that  you can hate the s in  but  you cannot  hate the 

s inner .  And you know there was – I think I quoted 

in  that  scr ipt  as  wel l  –  you know where he says  

there that  hatred cannot  dest roy hatred,  only love 
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can do that  jus t  as  darkness  cannot  dest roy 

darkness ,  only l ight  can do that .  And I read another  

of  his  books.  I got  so interested in  his  book I 

borrowed another  one.  I can’t  remember what  the 

name of  that  book was in  which he described his  

house being bombed I think by the Ku Klux  Klan,  I 

think i t  was.  And he emerged from the rubble of  his  

house and he told his  fol lowers  there not  to  go out  

on a vengeful  ki l l ing spree of  whi te  people.  And he 

told them to love the whi te people as  wel l .  And then 

in  that  period also I learned to  respect  people l ike 

you know, Beyers  Naudé,  Joe Slovo,  Nei l  Agget t ,  

Ric Turner ,  and I real ised then that ,  you know, I 

don’t  think I was doing just ice.  My anger was 

becoming i rrat ional .  I was direct ing i t  on colour,  

you know, and that  i s  unjust i f iable.  You direct  

anger  at  a  cause – I mean at  an evi l  but  not  at  the 

person doing the evi l .  You know you hate the s in  

not  the s inner  because the s inner  probably is  jus t  as  

brainwashed,  as  the people who are t rying to  f ight  

for  jus t ice,  you know. 

CV: Do you ever  think about  what  i f  you hadn’t  had a 

turning point  when you were thinking that  way?  

NR: I didn’t  think about  that .  

CV: You didn’t  think that?  

NR: No.  Fortunately that  turning point  came.  I don’t  

think I would have become i rrat ional .  I don’t  think,  

because my wife and my chi ld  was very dear  to  me 

and they're  always behind my mind.  I couldn’t  do 

something l ike that  at  this  s tage.  If  I wasn’t  married 

I think I would have done what  I,  you know – i f  I 

hadn’t  have any responsibi l i ty and my parents  
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weren’t  l iving I probably would have gone that  

route.  Because the anger  was real ly very deep.  

CV: Do you feel  that  your brothers  and s is ters ,  did they 

experience s imilar  emotions?  

NR: Pardon?  

CV: That  [emotion]  you described for  yourself ,  

personal ly?  

NR: I don’t  think that  they experienced the depth of  

emotion that  I fel t ,  except  for  my big brother .  He 

was becoming qui te ,  very s t rongly,  you know, 

rebel l ious  about  these.  You know afterwards  things 

that  were happening;  the t rain  massacres  in  Soweto 

and al l  the things that  De Klerk and his  henchmen 

were doing;  those things were s t i l l  behind our 

minds.  But  we were not  going to  resort  to  violence.  

I had – we had reached that  s tage of  changing.  Even 

my rel igion.  I became more rel igious af ter  the age 

of  about  thi r ty-four.   I s tar ted going to  temple and 

things l ike that .  Prior  to  that  I wasn’t  a  very 

rel igious person.  So I began to  change my whole 

phi losophy of  l i fe  af ter  that .  

CV: Do you feel  –  did you experience more harassment  

from the Securi ty Pol ice af ter  this?  

NR: No,  nothing at  al l .  

CV: But  you said that  everyone voted for  the ANC. 

NR: Yes.  

CV: And pol i t ical  consciousness  changed,  not  jus t  for  

you,  but  for  your family as  wel l .  

NR:  For everyone.  

CV: I jus t  wonder i f  you can describe in  a  few words 

how that  fel t  the difference of  what  your l i fe  was 
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l ike in  your pol i t ics  before Krish’s  death and 

af terwards?  

NR: Before his  death we fel t  sort  of  res t rained,  caged 

up.  We were not  –  we l ived in  a  s tate  of  anxiety and 

fear .  The fear  that  our  digni ty,  I mean the idea that  

our  digni ty was not  being respected in  this  country.  

That  we were sub-human in  some way.  Especial ly 

the black people.  But  when I went  to  Swazi land I 

fel t  a  sense of  freedom there.  I could walk openly,  

freely.  Just  get t ing out  of  the country I fel t  a  whole 

lot  of  load l i f t ing off  my shoulders .  I fel t  f ree.  

When I came back,  af ter  seeing my brother ,  I fel t  

that  heaviness  coming back.    But  now after  the 

elect ions ,  I feel  total ly free.  I feel  elated and I am 

proud that  he [Krish]  contr ibuted to  what  we are 

going through today and the t ransi t ion that  i s  taking 

place.  The bir th  pangs we are al l  going to  

experience,  but  I am very posi t ive about  this  

country.  So I feel  much l ighter  now and more 

motivated.  

CV: How do you think now of your brother?  

NR: I regard him as  a  martyr .  I think he had a kind of  

genius  beyond his  age.  You know, only now I feel  

that  way.  Prior  to  that  i t  wasn’t  l ike that .  You know, 

I fel t  he had been let t ing us  down in the early s tages  

but  now I real ise that  he had such a depth of  

character  that  I can only you know admire and 

which I can only s t r ive for  but  I can never  reach.  

CV: Do you think of  him as  a  soldier?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: You do?  

NR: Yes.  
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CV: I f ind i t  in terest ing when I read your tes t imony that  

you do not  speak much about  that  and that  when I 

was doing some research,  Ronny Kasri ls ,  who has  

wri t ten a book,  speaks in  several  points  about  your 

brother ,  as  he was his  commander in  the MK. 

NR: Ya,  those things I would l ike to  know more about .  I 

am not  sure about  them. So that  i s  why I didn’t  

al lude to  them in my tes t imony.  

CV: But  you would l ike to  know more?  

NR: But  yes ,  defini tely.  The rumour has  i t  that  he was 

also involved in  the SASOL blast .  I am not  sure.  I 

am not  sure.  

CV: Do you f ind that  what  you speak about  when you 

read Gandhi  and Mart in  Luther  King,  do you f ind 

that  hard to  reconci le  wi th the fact  that  Umkhonto 

we Sizwe advocat ing an armed s t ruggle?  

NR: No I don’t  f ind i t  hard to  reconci le  because,  you 

know -  let  me just  refer  to  Bishop Tutu.  He bel ieves  

in  a  holy war,  as  wel l .  When you reach a point  of  no 

return and you f ind that  al l  avenues for  peaceful  

change have been exhausted and the oppressor  has  

no intent ion whatsoever  to  make any change.  Then 

you sometimes have to  use drast ic  means,  but  the 

ANC did not  di rect  –  this  is  my bel ief  –  i t s  violence 

to  human beings.  It  was more against  ins t i tut ions ,  

against  symbols  of  oppression of  apartheid,  things 

l ike that .  That  I subscribe to .  And so maybe Gandhi  

would have thought  di fferent ly but  i t  d idn’t  affect  

me in  that .  Nei ther  did Mart in  Luther  King.  That  

kind of  violence I was prepared to  accept .   

CV: I am going to  turn now a l i t t le  bi t  more direct ly to  

when you tes t i f ied in  front  of  the Truth and 
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Reconci l iat ion Commission and your thoughts  on 

that  process .  I wonder i f  you could just  explain to  

me in  a  few words what  that  day was l ike when you 

went  to  give tes t imony?  Who went  wi th you and 

how did you feel  and how were you prepared for  i t?  

NR: Well  we were qui te  prepared.  That  is  why I prepared 

that  tes t imony.  I had a few weeks I think,  to  wri te  

something out .  They didn’t  ask me to  wri te  anything 

out ,  but  I did that  on my own.  I fel t  I needed to  be 

prepared because,  you know, speaking for  the f i rs t  

t ime in  front  of  cameras  and in  front  of  a  huge 

crowd was a bi t  unnerving.  So I did some research 

on i t .  And we went ;  my Mum, my brother ,  my s is ter-

in-law,  two s is ters- in-law.  Ya,  jus t  about  f ive of  us .  

We were in  one car ,  ya.   And the atmosphere was 

real ly fascinat ing,  because we heard a few of  the 

tes t imonies  before us  and,  you know, we were given 

earphones and the t ranslator  was coming across .  So 

we were horr i f ied to  hear  some of  the other  

at roci t ies  carr ied out  by the South African regime.  

So i t  gave me a bi t  more courage.  I said no this  is  

something that  I need to  contr ibute to .  You know a 

quest  for  a  t ruly non-racial  democrat ic  country.  I 

need to  do my share.  I wi l led myself  to  be brave.  I 

wi l led myself  mental ly to  go on out  there to  speak 

and I think I did reasonably wel l  but  I never  saw the 

tape.  So I don’t  know. 

CV: How did i t  come to  pass  that  you were going to  be 

the person who spoke.  Did you want  to  or  were you 

asked?  

NR: I can’t  remember who i t  was that  asked me to  go to  

the off ices  in  Smith Street ,  I think i t  was,  to  give 
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the informat ion f i rs t .  And I don’t  know whether  i t  

was Spider  or  Sat ish Juggernath or  whether  I saw 

the advert  –  was i t  advert ised in  the paper?  I can’t  –  

I asked my wife las t  night  who asked me to  go there,  

and she said she can’t  remember as  wel l .  So as  I 

said,  I’ve got  a  very bad memory.  I don’t  know 

whether  I went  on my own accord.  It  i s  s t range but  I 

can’t  remember.  

CV: It ’s  actual ly going back qui te  a  way.  When I was 

looking in  the newspaper about  the Truth 

Commission hearings and this  ar t icle  that  was run 

on both your brother  and Lenny Naidu.  And your 

mother  is  quoted as  saying at  that  t ime that  she 

wanted to  know why her  son had died and who had 

ordered his  death.   

  "That  wi l l  help me and the res t  of  the family 

to  accept  his  death."  

 And you said that  you wanted to  know who issued 

the order  from the Special  Branch in  Durban and 

that  you were wil l ing to  forgive but  you wanted to  

know that .  Were those quest ions  answered for  you?  

NR: At  the TRC? 

CV: At  the TRC? 

NR: Yes.  

CV: They were?  

NR: I think towards the end of  the tes t imony I think 

Richard Lis ter  did say I think i t  was Colonel  

Buchner from the Natal  Command,  who issued the 

inst ruct ions .  

CV: He is  the former Commissioner  of  the Pol ice here?   

NR: Yes.  
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CV: And knowing that ,  that  was he that  gave the order  

did i t  change how you fel t?  

NR: My at t i tude towards reconci l iat ion?  

CV: Ya towards reconci l iat ion?  

NR: No,  in  fact  I wanted to  meet  him and speak to  him 

but  I don’t  think he would have come there.  No I 

don’t  have that  hatred anymore.  It  i s  defini tely out  

of  my system completely.  I cannot  hate.  

CV: Do you think i t  was out  of  your mother’s  system as  

wel l?  Did she feel  sat isf ied by the?  

NR: Ya,  I think so.  She was not  a  person who would 

have hated anybody.  And we gradual ly educated her  

that  al l  of  us  were vict ims of  apartheid – the 

perpetrators  and the freedom fighters .  We were 

basical ly products  of  the same doctr ine.  You know 

one shapes the freedom fighters ,  the other  shapes  

the people who upheld the system. So al l  of  us  were 

vict ims,  and we needed to  unders tand each other .  

CV: Earl ier  –  this  is  jus t  going back to  when Krish f i rs t  

died – the government  at  that  t ime wouldn’t  al low 

you to  bring the body back to  South Africa which is  

why you had to  go to  Mozambique.  I am just  

wondering i f  you could say how that  fel t  to  not  have 

to?  

NR: Ya,  we were very upset  and angry about  that .  You 

know, even now, we feel  to  some extent  unhappy 

because my brother  is  lying on foreign soi l .  None of  

us  have the means to  get  there at  the moment .  We 

fel t  that  the symbolic t ransfer  of  his  body here in  

some way,  tangible way,  would have helped but  i t  

d idn’t  take place.  So we s t i l l  feel  a  kind of  

nostalgia about  him not  being here.  He is  in  a  
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foreign soi l  and he was a product  of  this  place.  He 

fought  for  the freedom of this  place and he needs to  

be here.  I s t i l l  have that  idea in  my mind that  he 

should be here in  some way.  

CV: And going back to  that  moment  as  wel l .  You were 

with the twelve other  famil ies  of  the thi r teen that  

were ki l led.  Did they have a s imilar  feel ing as  wel l ,  

to  your knowledge?  

NR: Yes.  

CV: They did?  

NR: Yes,  but  unfortunately they didn’t  come to  tes t i fy.  I 

don’t  know what  happened to  –  or  did they?  

CV: No,  I am asking.  

NR: Not  on the day that  we were there.  I don’t  know if  

they had but  I never  read anything about  them in any 

of  the papers .  I don’t  think any of  them has  

tes t i f ied.  

CV: Do you keep in  contact  wi th them or?  

NR: No we never  had contact  af ter  that .  

CV: You also ment ioned in  this  ar t icle  I quote you 

saying:   

  "I would l ike to  appeal  for  f inancial  

ass is tance as  a  way of  reparat ion so that  the 

famil ies  could go vis i t  the graves  in  

Mozambique or  be brought  back."   

 You just  ment ioned that  yourself .  And that  hasn’t  

happened,  correct?  

NR: No there was a pension pay out  for  about  32 000 to  

my Mum, when she was al ive ja .  That  is  about  i t .  

But  we were not  concerned about  the money so 

much.  

CV: Just  the t ransfer?  
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NR: The t ransfer  of  the body – not  the body – I don’t  

know where the remains  are,  or  some monument  

created for  al l  the heroes  in  the s t ruggle.  Some 

peace garden where people could go and ref lect ,  you 

know that  kind of  thing would be very nice.  Not  jus t  

the twelve who died there.  I am talking about  al l  the 

freedom fighters .  You know they need to  be 

recognised.  

CV: How do you feel  about  what  is  now perceived as  the 

ANC’s ret reat  on the issue of  reparat ions ,  the money 

that  was recommended by the Commission and what  

has  been al located thus  far  as  qui te  substant ial ly 

less?  And there doesn’t  seem to be a lot  of  

movement  at  this  point .  I am wondering how you 

feel  about  that?  

NR: Look I am very sympathet ic  towards the ANC 

government .  They inheri ted such a bad debt ,  over   

 R260-bi l l ion rand.  I don’t  think we can expect  any 

miracles  from them in terms of  f inancial  

reparat ions .  So I am not  very upset  about  that  but  

there are famil ies  that  real ly deserve i t .  Otherwise i t  

would appear  that  the perpetrators  who were granted 

amnesty are get t ing a generous al lowance you know 

in terms of  their  freedom and nothing happening to  

them. And the people who suffered,  the vict ims are 

not  get t ing much in  return.  You know on that  basis  I 

feel  badly for  those people.  But  for  myself  

f inancial ly I don’t  –  I am not  upset  about  i t .  If  

nothing comes our way.  No.  

CV: Do you think i t  damages the credibi l i ty of  what  the 

Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission was meant  to  

do?  
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NR: I think to  a  certain  ex tent  i t  does  especial ly in  the 

eyes  of  the vict ims.  

CV: In the paper  there has  also been recent  ment ion of  

the possibi l i ty of  a  blanket  amnesty how 

[ inaudible]?  

NR: I am total ly opposed to  a  blanket  amnesty.  There are 

people who went  so far  overboard with their  cr ime.  

Even whi le negot iat ions  were taking place you know 

they were s t i l l  k i l l ing.  How can we give them total  

blanket  amnesty?  They need to  suffer  some kind of  

punishment .  Like Janus Wallus  and people l ike that .  

I can’t  see how there should be a total  blanket  

amnesty.  

CV: Have you read the f inal  report  that  the TRC.. .   

NR:  No.  

CV: Would you l ike to?  

NR: Yes I would l ike to .  

CV: We could probably make a copy of  that  because your 

brother  is  ment ioned in  a  chapter .  

NR: Is  i t?  

CV: In chapter  two.  

NR: No I would love to .  As I said I don’t  mind 

purchasing those things.  

CV: I want  to  talk  a  bi t  about  the quest ion of  

forgiveness .  Do you feel  that ,  that  was possible 

when you went  in  front  of  the Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion Commission?  

NR: Yes most  defini tely.  Categorical ly I tel l  you that  i s  

the only reason I decided to  tes t i fy in  front  of  the 

Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission.  I wanted to  

get  r id  of  the – purge myself  of  whatever  vest iges  of  

hatred,  anger  I had in  me.  And I don’t  think there 
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was much lef t  in  me.  I had reached a s tage at  this  

part  of  my l i fe  to  forgive and I fel t  that  was the only 

way I could reconci le  myself  wi th my rel igion as  

wel l  or  wi th any rel igion.  You know basical ly that  

i s  what  we are here for .  To promote harmony.  If  I 

hated somebody and that  i s  total ly a  s ign of  

spir i tual  bankruptcy you know. So i t  was a huge 

learning curve for  me but  I am proud of  being able 

to  say that  forgiveness  is  part  of  my system now. It  

i s  embedded in  me.  No mat ter  what  anybody t r ies  to  

re-act ivate in  terms of  the past  wi l l  not  al ter  my 

s tance.   

CV: So do you think that  the TRC offered to  you what  

you needed to  have in  order  to  have freedom? 

NR: Yes I think so.  A lot  of  people fel t  i t  was a waste of  

money.  But  for  me i t  d idn’t .  You know if  people out  

there didn’t  see what  was happening on TV and i f  

they didn’t  change in  some way then you can say the 

TRC has  fai led.  But  I think everybody was touched 

to  some extent  and the psychological  heal ing i t  

offered to  the vict ims and to  the perpetrators  no 

money can buy that .  So that  i s  not  money wasted.  

But  there was talk .  You know people talk  in  the 

s taff  rooms in  our  schools .  They fel t  that  the money 

was being wasted and I di ffered very s t rongly about  

that .  The TRC had every just i f icat ion for  being 

there.   

CV: Do you have any cr i t icisms in  your own words as  far  

as  the Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission of  how 

i t  worked,  i t s  operat ions?  

NR: No.  In  fact  on that  day there were counsel lors  there.  

They kept  comfort ing my Mum while I was 
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tes t i fying and they gave us  al l  moral  support .  I 

d idn’t  f ind anything real ly.  Except  that  I had made a 

request  for  the tape and I didn’t  get  i t  –  from SABC. 

I don’t  know whether  I was applying through the 

r ight  channels .  But  that  was the only disappointment  

I fel t .  That  you know I wanted to  see that  tape.  I 

wanted a copy of  i t .  Otherwise I was qui te  happy 

with the TRC. 

CV: Let  me just  pause for  a  moment .  A few more 

quest ions  for  you.  When you speak about  i f  you 

never  receive any reparat ions  from the Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion Commission and that  i s  not  what  you 

are looking for  but  other  famil ies  do.  Do you think 

that  changes the mandate of  t rying to  forgive for  

those famil ies  that  are in  need of  f inancial  

ass is tance or  have suffered?  

NR: I think i t  wi l l  to  some extent .  From a few things I 

read in  the Truth Talk,  the paper  publ ished by the 

TRC. There were some vict ims there who did 

complain about  that ,  that  the perpetrators  are 

get t ing away vir tual ly scot  -  f ree and the vict ims are 

being vict imised by not  being given reparat ions .  

Some of  them are in  desperate f inancial  t rouble.  

Some of  them were breadwinners .  Now how do we 

speak to  people l ike that?  I mean their  concerns  are 

jus t i f ied and val id .  So i t  i s  very hard mental ly to  

say no i t  won’t  affect  them. It  wi l l  I think.  You got  

to  be very spir i tual ly advanced and highly educated 

to  think any different ly.  So I think i t  wi l l  affect  

them negat ively to  some extent .  

CV: Do you think you could talk  a  l i t t le  bi t  in  your own 

words what  the years  have been l ike for  you s ince 
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the tes t imony that  you gave in  front  of  the 

Commission?  

NR: Look I am very happy that  I did tes t i fy and the 

country is  going through a period of  t ransi t ion.  I am 

exci ted about  i t  and I feel  that  I have made a 

contr ibut ion in  some tangible way by tes t i fying at  

the TRC to the format ion of  a  real ly non-racial ,  

non-sexis t  democrat ic  country.  Where everybody 

can l ive in  harmony,  where al l  rel igions wil l  be 

respected.  Where the individual  r ights  are respected 

and the cul ture of  human r ights  emerges .  I feel  I 

have made a contr ibut ion.  So I feel  posi t ive about  

i t .  Despi te  the cr ime and the high food prices  and 

things l ike that ,  that  i s  nothing to  do with the ANC. 

I think any rul ing party would have had the same 

problems.  So I am very posi t ive about  the future.  I 

think the country is  going the r ight  way.  I am real ly 

qui te  posi t ive.  

CV: And you said earl ier  that  your mother  passed away 

in  1997.  Is  that  correct?  

NR: As I told you my memory is  so bad.  I think i t  i s  ’98.  

CV: ’98.  

NR: Ya.  

CV: And do you feel  that  she made peace with the 

his tory of  the country and of  Krish’s  death?  

NR: Yes because she was very glowing about  him and 

that  was the lat ter  years .  Whenever anybody talked 

about  him she was very happy about  i t  and she was a 

very s t rong person.  I mean to  have given bir th  to  ten 

chi ldren.  She was physical ly very s t rong and she 

was able to  take a lot  of  s t rain .  My brother’s  death,  

my father’s  death and al l  that  she took.  And she in  
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the end I think reconci led hersel f  to  the fact  that  my 

brother  made a s ignif icant  contr ibut ion to  this  

country and I think she had a peaceful  death.   

CV: What  do you think apartheid robbed you of  the 

most?  

NR: Probably of  my digni ty as  a  human being.  It  made 

me feel  less  than a person and that  I can’t  s tand.  I 

think I have learnt  that  the digni ty of  the person is  

the uppermost ,  i t  must  be respected at  al l  costs  

whether  you are deal ing with fr iend or  foe.  The 

digni ty of  the human being is  uppermost .  

CV: Okay I am going to  s top at  that  point .  

BREAK IN INTERVIEWBREAK IN INTERVIEWBREAK 

IN INTERVIEW   

RESUMPTION OF INTERVIEW 

CV: Okay we are back.  You sound very posi t ive about  

the future for  the country.  And I wonder i f  you 

could just  say in  your own words i f  you feel  that  

what  you were hoping for  and achieving negot iated 

set t lement  in  South Africa in  a  non-racial ,  non-

sexis t  country that  your brother  was f ight ing for  –  

do you think that  has  been achieved in  this  country?  

NR: Not  ent i rely.  I think that  the whi tes  s t i l l  have a long 

way to  go.  I don’t  think many of  them have changed 

or  t ransformed suff icient ly for  me to  say that  we 

have achieved that  goal .  It  i s  a  long process  but  

many of  them are get t ing there.  And you can see 

when you meet  people that  there is  a  di fferent  mood 

in  the country.  Most  of  them seem posi t ive.  You 

know so I think we are going there,  we are get t ing 

there but  i t  i s  going to  take some t ime.  
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CV: And when you look back of  the changes that  have 

happened in  the country what  are the things that  you 

remember the most  and that  are the most  dear  to  

you?  

NR: Well  we have a const i tut ion that  the whole world 

can be proud of .  We have a judicial  system that  the 

whole world can be proud of .  And the fact  that  

every,  almost  every law pertaining to  apartheid has  

now been put  into the scrapheap means that  we have 

t ransformed in  that  respect .  At t i tudes  wil l  take some 

t ime.  So sorry can you ask the quest ion again?  What  

was the?  

CV: The moments  in  the t ransi t ion looking back in  the 

his tory of  South Africa that  had been personal ly for  

you the most  memorable and important  and dear?  

NR: Well  the const i tut ional  changes as  I said.  There are 

changes in  the school ing system now the fact  that  

our  chi ldren can go to  any school  wi thout  fear  of  

favour.  The sports  f ields  have changed.  You know 

you can see the t ransformat ion taking place qui te  a  

lot  in  the sport ing arena.  So i t  i s  al l  posi t ive.  I can’t  

see negat ive except  the cr ime rate which is  a  

problem everywhere throughout  the world.  So I 

don’t  see any other  problem. It ’s  most ly posi t ive.  

CV: And what  were,  when you look back the darkest  

moments  for  you?  

NR: The darkest  moments  were you know were I fel t  i f  

that  CODESA talks  fai led then we would have had a 

bloodbath.  If  Nelson Mandela wasn’t  released our 

s t reets  would have been f lowing with blood.  I think 

that  was the darkest  moment  is  when that  i f  the 

CODESA talks ,  i f  they fai led I would have dreaded 
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what  would have happened in  this  country.  If  there 

was no Mandela around I don’t  know if  anybody 

else would have achieved that  kind of  negot iated 

set t lement .  I don’t  know. So the darkest  moment  

s topped then.  

CV: You showed us  earl ier  that  you have your brother’s  

watch.  

NR: Yes.  

CV: Now who gave this  to  you?  

NR: It  was given to  me by a person at  the funeral  in  

Mozambique.  I think i t  was one of  the ANC 

off icials  on that  s ide.  I can’t  remember his  name.  I 

can’t  remember his  face at  the moment  because we 

were al l  dis t ressed at  that  s tage and we were about  

to  come home and he just  told me:  “Take this  

envelope and keep i t  in  memory of  your brother ,  

who was a real  comrade.” And he just  put  i t  in  my 

hand and clasped my hands and he disappeared from 

the crowd.  So I don’t  know who he actual ly was.  

CV: What  does  that  mean to  you to  have his  watch?  

NR: It  means a lot  to  me.  That  is  why I haven’t  cleaned 

the s tains  off  i t .  I want  i t  preserved as  i t  i s  to  show 

my grandchi ldren,  you know what  this  watch means,  

the symbolism behind i t .  So i t  touches every corner  

of  my heart .  

CV: If  you could say one thing to  your brother ,  what  

would that  be?  

NR: I love you.  

CV: Thank you very much  

NR: It  i s  a  pleasure.  

CV: Thank you.  

END OF INTERVIEW  
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