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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Somalia needs African solidarity 

In June 1974, a few of us spent some days in Mogadishu, Somalia, as members of an ANC delegation. We had come to the capital of Somalia to attend the annual Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Assembly of Heads of State and Government. As was the practice then, the Assembly had elected the President of Somalia, Major General Siad Barre, as its Chairperson and Chair of the OAU until the next Assembly. Siad Barre therefore presided over the proceedings of the Mogadishu Summit. 

During that month of June, as it hosted the Assembly, Mogadishu served as the venue for a great African celebration. The reason for the celebration was the then impending collapse of Portuguese colonialism and the liberation of the African Portuguese colonies. Unquestionably, the star of the day, who attended the Assembly, was the late Samora Machel, who was to become the first President of liberated Mozambique. 

In its 24 June 1974 edition the US "Time" magazine carried an article entitled "Sinking the Lusitanian". Among other things it said: "When President Antonio de Spinola inaugurated new governors for Angola and Mozambique ... for the first time ever in a public speech about the territories, (he) used the word that Africans had been waiting for him to speak: independence. 'Self-determination cannot be dissociated from democracy,' he said, adding: 'Neither can we dissociate self-determination from independence.' 

"The declaration suggested that Spinola was willing to let sink his pet idea of a 'Lusitanian Federation' - a close alliance of Portugal with semi-autonomous African territories. As the general's speech went on, however, a chill set in. In an apparent volte-face from his earlier tone, he outlined four gradual stages of decolonisation, only at the end of which would the possibility of independence be broached. 
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"All this may merely have been Spinola's way of asserting his determination 
not to see white settler interests sold down the river in the territories. 
However it was meant, liberation movement leaders at the annual meeting in Mogadishu, Somalia, of the Organisation of African Unity ... read 
neo-colonialism into every word. Declared Frelimo Vice President Marcelino dos Santos: 'Our attacks will be maintained and even increased until 
independence is conceded under the sole leadership of Frelimo."' 

If others might have had doubts about the certainty of the liberation of the 
Portuguese colonies, the ANC had none. In a letter of congratulations to the new Secretary General of the OAU elected in Mogadishu, William Eteki 
Mboumoua, Oliver Tambo said: 

"Throughout the world, the forces of reaction are suffering successive 
defeats. The peoples of Africa and the world struggling for national 
liberation, social progress and peace are scoring impressive victories. 

"Of particular relevance to us and to the great peoples of Africa is, of 
course, the heroic victory scored by our brother peoples and combatants of 
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde in helping to bring about the downfall of the hated Portuguese colonial and fascist regime of Caetano. 

"This decisive victory has not only opened up the prospects for the rapid 
accession to independence of the Portuguese colonies in Africa, it has also 
greatly strengthened the liberation forces of our own country ... " 

As part of a cultural programme put together for the benefit of the 
delegates, a Somali drama group performed a play that sought to denounce the neo-colonialism mentioned by "Time" magazine, and which severely compromised the independence of African countries. The play had scenes of delegates visiting Western embassies on their way to OAU meetings. 

Here they would be given briefcases full of cash. They would then be given 
instructions on the resolutions they should propose at these OAU meetings and how they should vote. The sketches included instructions on the need for 
these delegates to do everything possible to frustrate the struggles against colonialism and apartheid. 

This was the first and last time I visited Mogadishu. For many years 
afterwards Mogadishu and Somalia remained in our memories as African places of hope for us, a reliable rear base for the total liberation of Africa, 
including our liberation from apartheid. Indeed, in later years, others of 
our comrades returned to Mogadishu, this time to work with the Somali 
government to prepare for the clandestine infiltration into South Africa of 
cadres of Umkhonto we Sizwe, who would travel to apartheid South Africa by sea, secretly departing from the Somali ports! 

The fact of the matter however is that in time Somalia fell apart and ceased to exist as a viable state. This has led to the eventuality that, as the 
year 2007 began, Somalia put itself firmly at the top of the African Agenda. Whereas in 197 4 all our liberation movements and independent Africa counted on Somali support to achieve the goals of the African Revolution, in 2007 
Somalia needs the support of the rest of the African Continent, again to 
achieve the goals of the African Revolution. 

It is true that Somalia remains an independent state. However, for 15 years 
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it has been victim to a protracted internal conflict that resulted in the collapse of the state, the death of an estimated one million Somalis, the emigration of thousands as refugees, and the impoverishment of millions as a result of severe and sustained socio-economic regression. 

Further to complicate the situation, giving it a global dimension, allegations have now been made that international terrorist groups have established themselves in Somalia, taking advantage of the situation created by the collapse of the Somali state. 

Earlier, in the context of the conflict that ensued after the overthrow of Siad Barre, the United Nations (UN) had authorised a US-led military mission to intervene in Somalia, among other things to create the conditions for the distribution of humanitarian assistance. In 1993 Somali combat groups in Mogadishu killed 18 US soldiers, after shooting down a US helicopter. This incident came to be known as "Black Hawk Down", and led to the withdrawal of the US troops and the termination of the UN mission, which failed to achieve its objectives. 

Somalia has also turned into a source of regional instability, even as the African Continent through the African Union (AU) has intensified its efforts to ensure that ours becomes a Continent of peace, focused on responding to the challenge of eradicating poverty and underdevelopment. 

For the sake both of Somalia and our Continent as a whole, Africa has no choice but to come to the aid of this sister African country. In many respects the deeply entrenched Somali crisis demonstrates what can happen to many of our countries if they are not governed and managed in a manner that addresses the interests of all citizens, bearing in mind the national specifics of each country. 

As a state entity Somalia came into being as recently as 1960. In that year the two colonies, British and Italian Somaliland, gained their independence. To end the fragmentation of the Somali population brought about by colonialism, they then decided to merge and form the United Republic of Somalia. 

This process of the unification of the Somali-speaking people however also led to tensions with neighbouring countries, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya, each one of which has a Somali-speaking minority. The worst manifestation of these tensions was, of course, the 1977 war with Ethiopia, when Somalia tried to annex the Somali-speaking Ogaden region of Ethiopia. (Feudal Ethiopia had managed to seize part of Ogaden during the 1880s, and later succeeded to get the whole of it through an agreement with colonial Britain.) 

We mention these events because today there are Ethiopian troops in Somalia. Not surprisingly, the media reports that many Somalis consider this Ethiopian presence as a humiliation. One businessman, Abdulahi Mohamed Mohamud, was reported as saying, "We are afraid of a long war, and people are angry at the Ethiopian troops." 

As the Somali state collapsed after the overthrow of Siad Barre in 1991, it became a conglomeration of different enclaves. North-west Somalia proclaimed itself the independent Republic of Somaliland. The Puntland region declared 



its autonomy. Various parts especially of southern Somalia fell under the control of different clan leaders, or "warlords". 

The question that must arise is whether, in fact, during the years of independence, the different traditional "clan" areas and sections of the Somali population had developed a strong enough sense of national cohesion and identity to ensure the survival of the United Republic of Somalia proclaimed in 1960! 

The importance of this question is highlighted by the role played by the issue of clan divisions in the uprising that overthrew Siad Barre in 1991, who evidently had discriminated against some clans, specifically the Mijertyn and lsaq clans, in favour of his own Marehan clan. In this regard, a BBC correspondent, Peter Biles, has reported that: "When Somalia's president was overthrown in 1991, much of the country fell under the control of warlords and clan-based factions." 

Another report spoke of "the oppressive, capricious, and clan-based autocracy of the late dictator, Siyad Barre, who used his interpretation of clan institutions for his own ends, to oppress political opponents, create inequality, and promote conflict and violence. So great was his malevolence and abuse of power that virtually all Somalis now hold a deep-seated fear and distrust of any centralized authority." 

Another important element of the story of Somalia is that, as had happened in many African countries at the time, General Siad Barre had acceded to power in 1969 by coup d'etat. He seized power after Abdi Rashid Ali Shermarke, elected President in 1967, had been assassinated. Inevitably, the absence of democratic institutions would make it extremely difficult for the different Somali clans, regions and interest groups to negotiate among themselves to define a national compact that would ensure the cohesion of the nation. 

Somalia now has an Interim Government that is recognised by the AU and the rest of the world, born in 2004 after protracted negotiations held in Kenya, involving the warring Somali factions. As a result of the Ethiopian intervention, which ousted the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) that had fought itself into a position of power in Mogadishu and other parts of southern Somalia, this Government is now operating from Mogadishu. 

As the military conflict continued after the ouster of the UIC, the US decided to launch air strikes against the retreating UIC adherents, claiming that it was striking at terrorists who had bombed the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam in 1998 and then taken refuge in Somalia. The majority of the world, including the AU and the UN, has been forthright in opposing this action, correctly asserting that this will not help to resolve the crisis in Somalia and would add oil to the fires that are burning in the Middle East. In addition, some Somalis have been quoted as saying that these air strikes were carried out as an act of vengeance for the death of 18 US soldiers in Mogadishu in 1993 and the shooting down of the US 'Black Hawk' helicopter. 

Responding to the events in Somalia, including these US air strikes, the Foreign Minister of neighbouring Yemen, Abu Bakr al-Qirbi, said: 

"Yemen was hoping that the Islamic Courts and the interim government would 
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have settled their differences through the negotiating table. Unfortunately 
this did not happen. 

"Now we have to deal with the situation as it is, and we will have to work 
on getting everybody concerned in Somalia to negotiate the future management 
of Somalia, to restore peace and security, and to put the interests of 
Somalia above the interests of clans or political parties or ideologies." 

In these words, Abu Bakr al-Qirbi set the agenda for Somalia that the AU 
must address during this year, 2007. Supported by the UN Security Council, 
the AU is engaged in an urgent process that should result in the deployment 
of AU peace-keeping troops in Somalia, to help this sister country to 
extricate itself from its protracted crisis. 

In this regard, the January 2007 President of the Security Council, Russian 
Ambassador Vitaly Churkin, announced that the Council regards Somalia as "a 
high priority matter" and is concerned about instability, security, and the 
humanitarian situation. The Council strongly supports an inclusive political 
dialogue among various political forces in Somalia and favours the speedy 
deployment of IGASOM, the new force that would be set up by the African 
Union and a seven-nation East African regional group of nations. 

Time will tell when the next Assembly of Heads of State and Government, this 
time of the AU, will convene in Mogadishu. For that to happen, as Africans 
we will have to do everything necessary to overcome the old and new historic 
problems that have placed Somalia on our agenda as an unresolved problem of 
the African Revolution, as the liberation of the Portuguese colonies was an 
unresolved problem of the African Revolution in 197 4. 

Beyond this, perhaps, as Africans, we should seriously consider whether we 
should not take up the call originally made by former President Khatami of 
Iran for a "dialogue of civilisations" - a dialogue that would lead to a 
peaceful resolution of conflicts between clans, within nation states, 
between states, and between coalitions of states, to ensure that the Somali 
example of anarchy and death is not visited on our countries and the rest of 
humanity. Might this not serve as a fitting tribute to the 50th anniversary 
of the historic independence of Ghana of Kwame Nkrumah, which we will 
celebrate this year, 2007! 

Thabo Mbeki 

WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS 

The time is ripe for better, bolder journalism 

In the week that the ANC celebrates its 95th anniversary, it is to be 
expected that some commentators will reflect on the state of the movement 
that is now the oldest political organisation in Africa and one of the 
oldest in the world. 

Writing in The Star this week, former Vrye Weekblad editor Max du Preez 
added his voice to the commentary, in an article entitled 'The time is ripe 
for a New ANC'. It is but one of a number articles written in recent days 
about the ANC, many prescribing remedies for the various ills supposedly 
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afflicting the organisation. 

For its own part, the ANC will use this anniversary to review its 
performance in responding to the needs of the people of this country, guided not only by successive electoral mandates, but by the vision contained in 
the Freedom Charter of a new society. During the course of this year, as it 
prepares for its 52nd National Conference in December, the ANC will 
undertake an extensive and in-depth evaluation of the organisation, its 
strategy and tactics, and its policies and programmes. 

As it does this, the ANC will not be timid about acknowledging and 
celebrating the important strides made, both as an organisation and as a nation. But it will not shy away from critically and honestly examining its 
record in terms of the popular mandates it has received, identifying 
shortcomings, and determining how to address these. 

Obviously, the ANC's approach to analysing itself and its performance 
differs from those of Max du Preez and other commentators. Such divergence is the basis for the vigorous exchange of views and opinions we seek from a democratic society. 

These commentators do not need the ANC to tell them they are perfectly 
entitled to express whatever views they may have about the organisation, and are perfectly entitled to pursue whatever political objectives they may 
have. 

By the same token, the ANC does not need the permission of these 
commentators or others to itself engage in this vigorous exchange of ideas, 
particularly when the subject of the engagement is the ANC itself. 

While these points may appear self-evident, such has been the response to 
our previous efforts to answer our critics where they are wrong that it has 
unfortunately become necessary to consistently reiterate these points. 

Predicatable pitfalls 

While describing the ANC as probably "the most mature and pragmatic 
liberation movement in the world during the last half century" and conceding that the ANC "did very well as a ruling party in many ways", Max du Preez claims the organisation has gone downhill since 1994. 

"But [in contrast to its successes] it also stepped into the predictable 
pitfalls: trying to 'Africanise' the civil service and parastatals too 
quickly and sacrificing expertise and capacity; building a small elite 
instead of broadening the redistribution of wealth; re-racialising society; 
and allowing greed, nepotism and corruption to take hold and become part of the culture. It started to neglect its branches and ordinary members and 
increasingly centralised policy and decision-making. When it was faced by 
the first real test to its cohesion, in the person of Jacob Zuma, it was 
torn apart." 

This, he says, calls for a "New ANC", one that is redefined, refocused and 
re-energised. This must be done by a new set of leaders, what he describes as "the Third Force" in the ANC. "There are many bright, charismatic, 
visionary people in the ANC. It is time for them to be bold and brave. It is 
time for a Save the ANC Campaign." 



The intent behind Du Preez's article can be interpreted in one of two ways. 

On the one hand, his article could be seen as a further contribution to the 
vigorous campaign being undertaken by those forces in society who seek to defeat the ANC and thwart its efforts to overcome the legacy of apartheid. 
Many within that number have clearly decided that the ANC and its programme of national liberation cannot be defeated through the ordinary democratic process. If the ANC cannot easily be defeated at the polls, then another 
option for these forces is to change the character of the ANC, seeking a 
'new ANC' that is less inclined to serve the interests of the masses while 
being more inclined to serve the interests of the privileged. 

The notion that this article might be pursuing such an agenda is borne out by Du Preez's insistence that the ANC needs to be "redefined" 

On the other hand, the article could be motivated by nothing more than a 
desire to see the ANC advance towards the achievement of its historic 
mission. It may be that he shares the ANC's vision of a united, non-racial, 
non-sexist and democratic nation, and, like the ANC, seeks the fundamental transformation of our society. It may be that he is therefore offering 
friendly, constructive advice to the movement. 

Yet whatever his motivation for writing this article, whatever agenda he may 
represent, Du Preez's analysis is wrong, many of his claims unfounded, and, consequently, most of his proposed 'remedies' out of step with reality. 

Let's begin with the ANC's perceived failures. He does not explain why these so-called pitfalls were "predictable". Perhaps it is because they are seen 
to reinforce the prejudices that many within the white community had (and 
which they maybe were not even able to admit to themselves) about the advent of a predominantly black government in South Africa. 

So has the ANC's performance since 1994 reinforced these stereotypes? Or put more correctly, has the ANC been deficient in meeting the needs of the 
people of South Africa and in fulfilling its electoral commitments? 

Du Preez says the ANC tried to "Africanise" the civil service and 
parastatals too quickly, sacrificing expertise and capacity. Presumably he 
is referring to the efforts of successive ANC-led governments to ensure that the public service is more demographically representative, redressing gross inequalities in representation with respect to race and gender in 
particular. At the same time as the government was undertaking this 
necessary task, it was also having to forge a single public service from the many disparate departments and institutions created under apartheid. It also needed to ensure that a public service previously designed and operated for the benefit of one-tenth of the population was now able to effectively serve the entire population. 

There are, of course, challenges facing the public service, and there are 
substantial problems to be overcome in improving the quality of service 
provided to the people in a number of important areas. The ANC-led 
government is particularly attuned to these challenges, and has detailed 
processes and programmes in place to respond to them. 

Yet, it would do the cause of honest analysis a great disservice to suggest 

Page 7 j 



that the public service and parastatals under the ANG-led government has not 
served all the people of this country more effectively, more consistently 
and with greater commitment than under any previous administration. There is 
no credible evidence that the process of ensuring a more representative 
public service has contributed to a decline in the capacity of the state or 
in standards of service. 

Concentration of wealth 

Max du Preez, together with all of those who make a similar claim, need to 
indicate exactly which of the laws, polices and programmes of the ANG-led 
government has led to the building of "a small elite instead of broadening 
the redistribution of wealth". In fact, numerous studies indicate that where 
government is able to directly and indirectly impact on the distribution of 
resources it has made a tangible and significant impact on the lives of the 
poor. It has ensured the redistribution of public resources through 
investment in education, health care, housing, land, basic services, and 
social grants; shifting the tax burden to the benefit of low-income earners; 
ensuring government goods and services are procured from a broader pool of 
emerging companies; and providing finance and technical assistance to small 
and medium businesses. 

If Du Preez is concerned about the concentration of wealth in society, then 
he is not alone. But he is wrong to pin the blame for that concentration of 
wealth on the ANG. In fact, there has been "a small elite" with all almost 
exclusive access to the country's resources from the very beginning of the 
colonial conquest of South Africa. Since 1994, the ANG has worked to ensure 
a more equitable distribution of the nation's wealth. There is clearly a 
long road ahead and many struggles still to be fought, but it is a downright 
fabrication to suggest the ANG has not acted throughout the past 13 years in 
advancing the interests of the poor. 

The ANG is further accused of "re-racialising society''. One would imagine 
that before one could re-racialise a society, one would first have to 
successfully de-racialise it. Quite clearly, the struggle for the 
deracialisation of society is far from over. Not only is racial prejudice 
still a feature in many aspects of our national life, but there remain 
massive inequalities on the basis of race and gender with respect to income, 
assets and opportunities. It is ironic that as the ANG and many others 
within society work to overcome these racial divisions, they are themselves 
accused of racism. 

As we noted before, in an article published in the Cape Argus last year: 
"The ANG seeks not the creation of new racial preferences, but the equitable 
representation of all South Africans in the workforce and in accessing other 
social and economic opportunities." 

"Most South Africans abhor the artifical racial categories that were thrust 
upon us by colonialism and apartheid. Yet we are bound to use them if only 
for the sole purpose of measuring the extent of our progress towards a truly 
non-racial South Africa. We cannot achieve real non-racialism without being 
forthright about the racial inequalities that still exist." 

The ANG has, according to Du Preez, allowed greed, nepotism and corruption 
to take hold "and become part of the culture". Again, this is not a correct 
reflection of reality. Nepotism and corruption in the public sector, and in 
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society more broadly, is an aberration. It is the exception, rather than the norm. 

That does not mean that is not a problem, nor does it mean that it is not a danger to which we must be alert and responsive. The ANC has been consistent in warning of the potential damage that could be wrought by corruption and the development of culture of greed. The ANC has also been at the forefront of responding to this potential threat, promoting the adoption of codes of ethics and regulations for public representatives, members of the executive and senior public servants. It has strengthened oversight bodies, investigation agencies and legislation dealing with corruption. It has also worked to curb corrupt practices within its own ranks, developing and implementing clear rules prohibiting any misconduct relating to public positions or resources. 

More could be done, and more needs to be done. But, thanks to the efforts of the vast majority of public representatives, government officials and ordinary South Africans, these dangerous tendencies have not "become part of the culture". 

These are just some of the many claims made by commentators and in the media that do not hold up to close scrutiny. There are others in Du Preez's article that, due to limitations of space, we are unable to deal with here. 

Yet these claims are so regularly repeated, seemingly without any thought or critical examination, that they begin to slip so easily off the tongue. But how many of the people who so frequently repeat these assertions have actually taken the time and effort to honestly investigate their validity? How many simply write these falsehoods because they have seen it written elsewhere so often that they feel compelled to toe the line that has become the "consensus" among commentators? 

Perhaps it's time for those people who seek to comment on the South African political landscape to examine more critically the range of assumptions that pass for conventional wisdom within the public discourse. Perhaps it is time for a more rigorous, bolder form of journalism in South Africa. 
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