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THE INDIAN PROBLEM IN SOUTH AFRICA. 


.. Of the many intricate problems awai ting solution by the 
Parliament of the Union of South Africa there is none which 
presehts such involved difficulties as that relating to the 
fUture status of the Indian communities established in cer
tain parts of this country. 

In order to appreciate the full significance of the situ
ation it is desirable to review the condi tiona appertainin"g 
when Indians Vlere first brought to South Africa and to note " 
the inev1table developments consequent upon their being per
mitted to remain in this country after completing their 
original term~ of indenture. Natal was solely responsible
for tntroducing Indian labourers, and it is in this Province 
that five-sixths of the Indian population of the Union of 
South Africa will be found to~day. The problem, therefore, 
is one 'which primarily affects Natal. 

With the object of securing a reliable supply of labour 
for the sugar and tea estates and other farming activities on 
the coas tal belt, Indian labourers Y'lere firs t brought to Natal 
1n 1860. In that year 1,000 Indians were brought here, and 
during the ensuing 36 years periodic shiploads of Indians 
arrived on the requisition of planters and others. Subse
quent to 1880 l~~ge numbers of Indian labourer~were indented 
for through the -Indian Immigration Department by up-country 
farmers and for work on the coal mines and in other industries. 
The Natal Government Railways and Municipal Corporations took 
advantage of this means of securing ~eliable and permanent
labourers, and with other public bodies regularly indented 
for many thOUsands of Indian ~abourers for their Public Works 
and other departments. Ill-informed critics invariably blame 
the sugar industry solely for the introduction of Indians into 
Natal, but this is entirely wrong as the Natal Goverlime nt, . 
MUnic~palities, and Coal Mines were amongst the larger importers
of Coolie labour. ' 

These Indians were engaged under an indenture of service 
which provided for their repatriation on completion of five 
years' service, but with a condition that in the event of 
their renewing indentures for a further period of two years 
they would, on the expiry of the seventh year of service, be 
granted passes authorising them to remain in ' Natal as free 
Indians, With comparatively few exceptions, these Indians 
elected to remain in Natal where they either obtained employ
ment or secured small holdings and established their families. 

In this yea:r of grace, when poli ticians have but short·.. 

memories but possess a truly wonderful skill in glossing ove,!' 

historioal racts, our predecessors are frequently held up to 

opprobrium for introduoing Indian labourers into this Colony. 

I think the best answer to these critics is to be found in a 

speeoh delivered by the late Sir Liege Hulett in the old Natal 

Assembly some years ago. Sir Liege was one of the pioneers 

of the sugar and tea industries in Natal. He knew all the 

difficulties the planters had to contend with, and this is 

What he said • 


DThe condition of the Colony before the importation of 

Indtan laboLl.r was one of gloomJ it was one tha.t then and 

there threatened to extinguish the vitality of the oountry. 

And i t ~aa only by Government assisting the importation of " 

Indian lab('l11'1'" that the country began at once to revive. The 

OOQst nQ.';' .. cu turned into one of the most prosQerous o"arts
!..i < 

• 



of South Africa. They could not find in the whole of the 
Cape and the Transvaal what could be found on the coast of 
Natal -- 10,000 acres of land in one plot and in one crop, 
and that was entirely due to the importation of Indians. 
Durban was absolutely built up on Indian labourll. 

When the census of the population of the Union of South 
Africa was taken in 1921, the total number of Indians was given 
at 165,731, of whom 141,649 were domiciled in Natal, in which 
Province the total European population at that date was 
136,838. In other words, Indians exceeded Europeans by 5,000. 
The latest figures available show the total Indian population 
of the Union as 186,309, of whom 157,237 were domiciled in 
Natal, whose European populat ion then numbered J.7J.,712, 
Euro~eans thus exceeding Indians by 14,475. The ratio of 
increase amongst the Indian popUlation for the 13 years ant"erior 
to 1921"was six per cent. per annum, but on the later figures 
the increase would appear to be at the rate of 1~4 per cent. 

until 1897 there Was no embargo against It-die.ns entering 
Natal. In that year, however, public opinion in Durban was 
bitterly opposed to fUrther Indian immigration, and the climax 
was reached When, despite frequent representations on the sub
Ject" it was learnt that two shiploads of Indian immigrants 
were approaching the Harbour. On the soundir,g of a pre
"arranged signal, all business houses in Durban closed~ and 
employers and employees to the ntunber of several thOUsands 
marched to the Point prepared to forcibly resist the ldnding 
of these Indians. The Right Hon. Harry Escombe, who was then 
Acting Prime Minister of Natal, arri ved on the scene and gave 
an undertaking that restrictive legislation affecting the 
1mporta.t ion of Coolies would immediately be introduced, -and with 
that assurance the demonstrators dispersed. Within a few weeks' 
time the Immigration Restriction Act of 1897 was passed, under 
which no person was permitted to land in Natal who failed to 
write out and sign in any European language an application to 
enter the Colony. This had the effect of excludin3 every 
uneducated Indian. Since Union,"the Immigratiun Regulation 
Art of 1913 was passed under which the Minister has Bower to 
prOhibit the entry into South Africa of any persons "on econo
mic grounds or on account of standard of habit3 of living 
being unsuited to the requirements of the Union or any Provibce 
thereof". Shortlyat' ter the pass ing of this Act the Minister 
issued a "Pronouncement" declaring all Asia.tics p~ohibited 
~lgrants under the Act. . 

Adverting to the anti-Asiatic demonstration of 1897, I 
might refer to an 1nc1dent which affected Nt.... M. K., Ga!1dhi, 
who at that time was practising as an Advocate in Durban. 
Mr. Gandn1 had been on a. visit to India, and returned to 
DUrban in one of the two ships conveying indentured Indians 
whose arrival caused the demonstration. Mr. Gandh1 left the 
ship unobserved. On the afternoon of the same day, however, 
a body of demonstrators decided to wreak vengeance on Mr. Gandhi 
who, 1t was alleged, had made certain mis-statements "in India 
regard1ng the treatment of Asiatics in Natal~ Vfu11e w-alk1ng 
down West Street, Mr. Gandhi Was surrounded by a hostile mob 
and pelted with missiles of malodorous description: Personal 
v101ence was fortunately prevented by the courageous act10n 
of Mrs.R.-C.Alexander, the wife of the Superintendent of Police, 
who joined Mr. Gandhi and remained by his side "until her 
husband appeared on the scene. The "Old SUper", a~ he was 
affectionately termed, conduoted Mr. Gandhi to his destination, 
wn.~. bl. ':4·1.~. ~.41.tel,. bal'X'loade4 tbe Ir em1ee, wh.Ue 
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the Super1htendent undertook the difficult task of restraining 
the crowd outside. This he accomplished with his inimitable 
'blal'hey until he was able to assure tl1.e crowd that their quarry 
had departed. Superintendent Alexander, while escorting Mr. 
Gahdhi, had arranged with Mrs. Alexander to send alon~ the 
Town Clerk's office boy, a reliable and faithful Indian named 
Dick, who somewhat resembled r.1r. Gandhi. Dick 'had been 
persuaded to lend his uniform of heavy, dark blue serge aur
mouhted with a big red turban to Mr. Gandhi. Dressed in this 

' garb, ih which no one would recognise the Usually immaculately 
olad'Mr. Gandhi, he made his way to the Police Sta.tion, where 
he remained in safety for a week, b~ which time the agitation 
had s~ered down. 

But there is another aspect of Mr. Gandhi's life 1n Durban 
by whioh I prefer to remember him. In December, 1902, the 
first outbreak of Bubonic Plague occurred in Durban and soon 
assumed most serious proportions. The plague spread alarming
ly amongst the Indian population, and many deaths occurred 
amohgst the Mohammedan communi ty. The outbreak Was handled 
by a Committee composed of three Government and three MUnicipal 
representatives with the Chief Magistrate (Hr. Broom) as Chair
man and the Government and Municipal Health Officers. The 
Commi ttee was faced VIi th the gravest difficulty in de'aling with 
the Mahammedans who could not permit Europeans to enter their 
homes where their womenfolk were IIbehind the veillf. In my 
oapacity as Secretary to the Committee, ·1 approached Mr. Gandhi 
and explained fully to him all the difficulties VJith which we 
were con~onted. He at once promised. to do all in his power 
to assist the Conuni ttee" and in a very short time he secured a 
splendid body of Indian nurses and attendants and formed an 
Indian Committee, all of whom, acting under his personal super
v1sioh, performed really magnificent work in fight1ng this 
;err1ble plague. From that time until he left Durban, the 
MUhicipa1 authorities were only too glad to consult Mr. Gandhi 
on all matters affecting the Inoian community in Durban, and 
his adv1ce and assistance were of incalculable value. When 
one reads of his exploits in Indla~ and sees pictures of h1m 
in the lc.vly estate to wh1ch he has voluntarily reduced himself, 
it is difficult to realise that this is the s-ame Mr.li!.K.Gandh1 
who was known and respected amongst Us as a retiring, qUiet
voiced gentleman invariably clad in the most' correc t English 
morning dress. If apatriot be one who willingly gives him
self, h1s vast abi11ties, his wealth, his health to his fellow
countrymeh 1n pursu1t of an 1deal"then I say unhesitatingly 
that M.K.Gandhi is an outstanding example of all that a patriot 
oould ever be. 

Two or three years after the arrival of the first consign
ment of Indian labourers, a few Bombay merchant ship-owners 
b~ought cargoes of rice and Indian condiments to Nat~ to meet 
the !"equ1rements of their compatriots. They es tablisheal 
bUSinesses in Durban, Verulam and StEil ger. By the year 1870 
Indians to the number of 668 had grav 1ta ted to Durban, and bvo 
Indians had secured trad1ng licenses. In 1875 there~were 698 
Indians living 1n Durban, of w'hom eleven held licenses, and 
Indiana owned property to the value of £3,000. In 1880 their 
numbers had risen to 3,309, the value of property owned by 
them to £15,000, while 37 Indians held trad1ng licenses. In 
1889, there were 4,853 Indians 1n Durban pwn1ng property 
valued at £28,840; 250 had become burgesses with full voting 
powers, and 124 held licenses. Ten years later Ind1ans owned 
pl:'operty he .-re valued at £200,880; in the next ten years the1r 
ownership L~,",U increased t.o £652,880, but it Was wi th1n the ten 



years from 1919 to 1929 that Indian ov;nership of property Hi thin 
the Borough of Durban assumed large proportions, the Valuation 
Roll for the ~1\.l.nicipal Year 1930 shorJing the aL arming total of 
£1,575,520 as representing the rateable value of properties 
owned by Indians. 

Under the Wholesale and Retail Dealers' Act of Natal (No.18 
or 1897), Municipal Corporations were enabled to restrict the 
number of licenses issued to Asiatics. Full advantage of this 
power Was taken by the Durban Corporation as evidenced by the 
fact that While in the year 1919 the total number of trading 
lioenses held by Indians was 628, in the year 1924 only one 
additional license had been issued. So long as the issue of 
t~ading licenses remains in the hands of conscientious officials 
--" as fortunateljr has been the case in Durban for many years
the interests of both sections of the population are secure. 

-Throughout Natal Indians have established themselves as 
storekeepers wherever there is any prospect of earning a living 
by' catering for either European, Indian or Native trade. There 
is soaroely a village in Natal without an Indian atore, and in 
the majority of the smaller townships the Indian storekeepers 
have secured the bulk of the trade -- in sQme cases entirely 
ousting Europea') oompeti tion. In Durban, Pietermari tzbur g, 
Ladysmith, Newcastle and Dundee the Indian storekeepers have 
secured a considerable portion of the European trade and practi
ca~ly the Whole of the Indian and Native trade. In Durban there 
al'e a number of wealthy Indians carrying on Wholesale and import ... 
ina businesses. It is impossible to obtain reliable data relat
lng to the amount of capital owned by In91ans 1n Natal. So far 
as D.lrban is concerllled, however, in view of the fact that Indians 
own properties assessed for rating purposes at £1,575,520 -
the market value of which would be at least £2,250,000 ... It is 
oonsidered that £15,000,000 would be aconservative esttmate of 
the amount of capital owned or controlled by Indians in this 
town done. 

The pr1ncipal factor which enables the Indian to successfully 
oompete against the European storeke€per is that his.living and 
trading expenses rerr esent about one-eighth of the amount spent. 
by his European oompetitor under the same headi~gs. The small 
Indian storekeeper can and does live on £2 per month; when he 
needs assistance in his shop he takes in his children at the age 
ot 12 to help him, and even if he is compelled to engage another 
India"n he would not pay him more than £3 or £4 per moilth, where
as tfie m1nimum wage for a European would be £12. The Indian 
storekeeper is invariably an astute bUsiness man; his bUsiness 
18 h1s sole object in 11fe, and he will take infinite pains to 
oblige his European customers. It is undoubtedly due to these 
qualit1es that European Wholesale houses have 1n the past been 
prepared to give favourable credits to their Indian customers. 

Long prior to the unification of the four South African 
P rov1nces, the menace created by the increasing numbers and 
aotivities.of Indians in the principal towns Was fully realised. 
on several occasions the High Commissioner, acting unde~ 1nstruo
tiona from the Home Office at the instigation of the Secretary 
of state for India, disallowed certain Billa which had been passed 
by the Natal Legislatures, the India Office protesting that such 
measures contained restrictive clauses as affecting the Indian 
co.mmunity domiciled in Natal. For 14 yeard the Natal Munici
Palities endeavoured to secure the promulgation oJ an Ordinance 
OOhsolidat1ng and amending their existing powers, but time and 
again the final assent to these successive attempts Was refused 
on the grour r t ~at oerta1n sections of the Ordinance were deemed 
to COh.t1tul.,(;;: .I.n.fr1n8emen~s of the rights of Indians livihR tn 
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the townships of Natal. It Was only towards the end of 1925 
th"s t Ge neral Hertzog eventually \,;ai ved the oppos it ion f'l'om 
Overseas and obtained the promulgatio n of the Natal ilBoroughs 
Ordinance tl , under whlch the Munlcipal franchise is denied to 
Indians other than those whose names were at that date on the 
Burgess Rolls_ It is interesting to note that, as the result 
of this law, the number of Indians on t he JUrgess Roll of Durban 
decreased from 1,093 in 1924 to 714 in 1930, and· has decreased 
in corresponding ratio to this date. The equity of this 
dlsfranchisement is certainly questionable. While Indian 
owners of freehold property and Indian tenants are compelled to 
pay N.unicipal rates, they are precluded by this Ordinance from 
partlcipat1ng in the election of the Town Councils wtich ar.e 
solely responsible for the expenditure of the moneys derived 
from such rates and taxes as the Indian community contribute 
yearly to the Municipal coffers. An interesting analogy might
be drawn between th1s latest deprivation of voting power and the 
famous (or infamous) law passed by President Kruger1s govern
ment in 1893 under which the suffrage was denied for all 
pract1cal purposes to Uitlanders in the Transvaal. It will be 
remembered that this particular lav; consti tuted the principal 
casus belli in the deplorable conflict which devastated so 
large a portion of South Africa during the years 1899 to 1902. 

The enactment of the Boroughs Ordinance evoked a storm of 
indignant protest from Indians in South Africa, with disturblng 
repercussions in India. The disaffection thus ~ngendered Was 
int~ns1fled by the publication of a Bill intended to be intro
duced lnto the Union Legislative Assembly having for its objeot 
n·the reservation of residebtial and trading areas for certain 
persons having racial characteristics :1.n commont!. It is 
admitted that this Bill, which is known as "The Class Areas Billil 
was framed with the sole object of precluding Indians from 
carrying on bUsiness or living within areas occupied by Euro
peans. Thls Bill Vias an honest attempt to solve the problem 
by a ill media which, while not disturbing the existing e conomic 
situation as affecting both Indians and Europeans, would yet . 
give a measure of protection to Europeans ln their bUsiness and 
domestic conditions. Apart altog~ther from politlcal motives, 
however, opposltion to the Bill was antiCipated from European 
owners of valuable properties sltuated within areas Hhich, ' in 
the event of the Bill belng passed, were certain to be pro
claimed as Indian areas. As Europeans would be prohinite~ 
tram carrying on business in such areas, it follmvs that the 
talue of any properties owned by Europeans therein would be 
seriously depreciated. No provlsion had been made in the 
Bill for p~ment of compensation t~ either E~ropean or Indian 
'owhers, and it would be extremely difficult to lay down any 
eqUitable scale of compensation in respect of such properties. 

Under General Smuts' regime a policy of , voluntary repatria
tich of Indians was init1ated which has met with a certain meas
ure of success, but the number of Indians accepting the terms' of 
repatriation represents only a negligible factor. One of the 
obstacles to sUocess in any repatriation scheme of this nature 
i8 the fact that an Indian from South Africa upon arrival in 
India forfeits all his caste privileges. It is obligatory 
upon him to regain his casti, which can only be accomplished 
by propitiating the Priests, and the cost of that propitiation 
has Usually been cleverly calCUlated at the exact amount of 
the gratUity wh1ch the South African Government has been pleased 
to give the repatriated Indian. There is a strong "feeling in 
certaln political quarters that compulsory depCl'tati.on is the 
only means which will effect the removal of all tne ills atten~ 
dant upon Indian penetration of trading and residential dis
triots, but a stUdy of the economic aspects of the question 

us..t 1. 
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must induce grave doubt as to whether such a policy VJould 

benefl t those parts of the country moa t sf fected. Even were 

1t poss1ble to deport the Indians from South Africa -- which 

18 very doubtful in view of the fact that considerablY 'more 

than three-quarters of them were born in this country ....- the 

eoonom1c results would re-act unfavourably on a large section 


. ot the EuropeEtl community. The spending power Qf 160,000 
Ind1ans 1n the Province of Natal is an important factor to 
business ~nd banklng inst1tut1ons. So far as the latter are 
oonoerned, the fact that both BarclOYs and the Standard Banks 
have opened branches solely for the convenience of Asiatics in 
the centre of Ind1an bUsiness areas in Durban is oonclusive 
proof that the Asiatic bank1ng bUsiness is of considerable 
value. The closing down of all Indian accounts with wholesale 
meronants would have serious consequences in a number of cases, 
one of whi~h would undoubtedly be the immediate reduction of the 
number of European employees, with resultant unemployment. The 
forced sale of some £2,250,000 worth of landed property in one 
town would most certainly adversely affect the property market. 

It mUst be admitted that without Indian labour the sugar
1ndustry of Natal could not have been developed so satisfactorily, 
nor would Natal tea-planting have assumed any degree of success. 
From 1860 to 1900 Natives could not be relied upon for continu
OUs service; they seldom attained the proficiency of the Indian, 
and the planter was always faced with the probability that at 
the oritical period of planting or cutting his labour supply 
m1ght fail entirely. Along the coastal belt even to~day it 
1s extremely d1fficult to secure farm labour from local sources. 
It 1s now the practice to arrange throu~h Native labour agents 
fo~ the supply of Natives from adjoining territories under con
tract ' for a given period, but this system is not very satisfac
tory.- The removal of all Indian labourers would have unfor
tunate effects, therefore, on planters and farmers. Indians 
are largely employed in many 1ndustrial concerns, ana in sone 
factories it 1s doubtful whether it would be possible to 
manufaoture on a competitive basis with imported articles if 
fUll European rates of pay had to b~ given for certain semi
skilled labour now performed by Indians at much lower rates. 
It is fallaciOUS to assume that in the event of Indians' being 
removed white labourers would be employed in tneir places. 
Undoubtedly all such semi-skilled work would be carried out by 
Natives and half-castes. Proof of this is afforded by the fact 
that 1n the orange Free State, where Indian occupation is 
strictly prohibited, 58 per cent. of the employees are cploured 
people -- i.e. half-castes. 

The DOlass Areas Bill n was before Parliament when the 

dissolut1on took place in 1924. The Nationalists did not con

alaer that this Bill went far enough, and during the 1924 

Elect10n one of the promises of the Pact Was that so soon as 

they got 1nto power they would introduce drastic measures for 

the solut1on of the Indian problem. The Pact Government 

brought 1r. a Bill known as the "Areas Reservation Bill", which 

is praotically the same as the Class Areas Bill with the addi

tion of certain new provisoes. The outstanding provi~o was 

that Ind1ans in no part of the Union might possess or lease 

land except within an area in Natal known as the Coast Belt 

stretnhing 30 miles 1nland from the Coast. Indians'were not 

specifically mentioned in this Bill, but the Bill was framed in 

such a manner as to make it quite clear that it Was intended to 

apply particularly to Ihdians. Strong opposition was mani

fest,ed by South A.frican Indians, and upon their representations 

the Ind1an Government a.pproached the Union Government wi th-- a. 

proposal for a conference between the t\'l0 Governments. The 




Union Government Vlould only agree to this upon terms Unacceptable 
to "the Indian Government, and they proceeded with the first read-" 
ins of their Bill. In the meantime the Indian Government had 
sent a deputation to investigate conditions in South Africa. 
Th"es"e delegates visited various parts of South Africa, and inter
viewed the Union Ministers at Capetovm. The Union Government 
ultimately decided, with the object of having the whole question 
thoroughly investigated, to postpone the Second Reading of their 
aill and to refer it to u Select Committee "~fore asking the 
House to ~ ree to the principle of the Bill. A Round Table 
Conference ensured, and on February 21st, 1927, a s\.UTUnary of 
the conclusions arrived at was laid on the Table of the Union 
House of Assembly and accepted without a division, the House 
~ree1ng to postpone all legislation on the Indian question for 
a period of five years. This report constitutes the "Gentle
menls Agreement" between the Governments of India and the Union 
of South Africa, and to my mind is the best gesture of goodwill 
which has ever been given to the Indians in South Africa. The 
improved relationships '{vhich have been established are unques
tionably largely due to the wisdom and statesmanship of that 
great diplomat the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri who Was welcomed 
and honoured as India's first Agent-General to South Africa. 
The sound foundations he laid were consolidated by his successor 
a1r Kurma Reddi,and the present Agent-General and to-day we 
nave a better understanding between the two peoples than was 
ever thought possible. 

I wish to refer to one particular phase 6f the question 
which v1tally affects the Europe~ population, not only of Natal 
but of South Africa as a whole. I feeJ. confident th"at the most 
prejudiced critic must concede that the Union Government and the 
provincial Council of Natal have lOyally adhered to the terms of 
the 1927 Agreement, especially in regard to the uplift of the 
Ind1an community. Facilities for higher education have been 
sympathetically fostered, and public health conditions have been 
vastly 1mproved. During the period which has elapsed since the . 
sign1ng of that Agreement, howev.er, the status quo ante in regard 
to Asiat1c penetration of European areas has not been maintained. 
Subsequent to the introduction of the Areas Reservation Bill, 
Indians have systematically endeavoured to acquire properties 
beyond the 30 mile Coastal Belt. It is common knowledge that 
dur1ng the past few years Indians have acquired farms and other 
propert1es in the Midlands of Natal, and that they are still 
acqUiring propert1es in the European residential areas of our 
towns and v1llages. It has been suggested that volUht~y under
takings on the part of European owners to re{rain from selling 
s1tes to Indians would be a satisfactory method of preventing
further Indian penetration. This has been tried,but I have 
heard of no instance where entire success has been achieved. 
In the case of a Mun1cipality submittir.g sites to pub11c compe
t1 tion 1n the f1rst 1nstance, or a land-owner cutting up a lat-ge 
blo"ck of land for residential purposes, it is a simple matter to 
1bsert a restrictive Clause, but when land titles have been 

. 	 1ssued to a number of persons it is extremely difficult to get 
the owne~B to agree to go to the trouble and expense of amending 
the1~ t1tle deeds in order to secure that their properties may 
not SUbsequently be acquired by Asiatics. Drastic prohib1t1on 
of the acqUisition of property by Indians is unjust. Experience 
1n another Province where suah prohibition ex1sts has demon
strated how easy it is for a property to be acquired by a 
Eurppean and then leased at an exorbitant rental to an Indian, 
o~ for the property to be acquired by an Indian under a fore
olosed mortgage bond. I submit that the principle of local 
option might with advantage be applied to this problem. The 
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Class Areas Bill would have given local authorities the right to 
determine whether Indians might purchase properties within cer
tain portions of their areas of jurisdiction, but that would only 
apply to original sales of land. It is suggested that local 
option should be enforced by the establishment of Control Boards 
1n all Magisterial Divisions Which should deal wi th all ap lica
tions for the transfer to Asiatics of landed property in free
bold or leasehold. Such Boards would consider all applications 
on their merits, take evidence, and receive representations ~or 
and against any proposed transfer. Their decisions would be 
final, and the Registrar of Deeds would be debarred from grant
ing transfer to any Asiatic save upon production of a certificate 
of approval by the Board operating in the district concerned. 
Legislation on these lines would protect the Europem owners and 
occupiers, and would at the same time ensure a "fair deal" to 
the IndIan community. 

The most serious soc10logical aspect of the problem is the 
grave possibility of race deterioration as a consequence of the 
increasing number of Asiatics in_Natal. Students of the 
coloured question are ~eed that where two races approximate 
the European degenerates. There mUst be either a small white 
aristocracy with a large black or coloured population, or a 
large white population with a small coloured one if th-e two 
races are to live together satifactorily under the s~e 
olimatic conditions. 

There is one aspect of the Indian questiol1 to omit reference 
to which would be Ul1jUst to the Indian community. One of the 
fUndamental obligations of a citizen is ~o defend h1s country 
shOUld he be called upon to do so. The Indlal1s of Natal have 
ttme and again g1ven ample proof of their readiness to fulfil 
theirob11gations in the defence of this land of their adoption 
by voluntarily giving their services in the several wars which 
have' been waged 1n South Africa. In the South African War of 
1899-1902, the Natal Indian Bearer Corps rendered most valuable 
services, as also in the several Native Rebel11ons. In the 
Great War large numbers of Natal -Ind1ans volunte~red for service, 
and many of them made the supreme sAcrifice. Can we, with any 
sense of justice, consider such people as aliens who should have 
no voice in the management of the affairs of the country which 
they have loyally served on the field of battle.? 

I have -~ed to submit a series of unbiassed views 
on some of the aspects of the Indian problem of South Africa. 
I know that on many of the points re£erred to there is g~ave 
divergence of opinion, but I am not a partisan of one side or 
the other. I would suggest, however, that it is only by 
mutual co-operation, by acquiring a better appreCiation of 
each other's conditions and aspirations, that we can ever hope
to attain solutions of these problems in the best interests of 
both races. 

. .. 
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