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Children's rights are human rights 
According to the South African 

Institute of Race Relations 
(SAIRR), a total of 58 children were 
victims of rape or attempted rape 
every day in South Africa last year. 
This information became public as 
thousands of South Africans took 
to the streets throughout the 
country to call on the government 
to protect children from rapists and 
murderers. 

On 25 November 2001 groups of 
protesters gathered on street 
corners across the country to take 
part in a 15-minute lunch-hour 
demonstration against violence against women 
and children. About 200 people marched through 
Durban and presented the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, MJ Mpshe, with a memorandum 
call ing for tough action against rapists. 

The SAJRR statement said that 41 percent of rape 
and attempted rape cases involved minors. Only 
nine percent of these resulted in a conviction. 
According to the police, more than 15 percent of 
the rapes were committed against children 
younger than 11. The institute revealed that only 
half of all rape cases involving children reported 
to the police ended up in court in 1999. 
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More than 8 000 cases were withdrawn, either 
during police investigations or in court. 

Intimidation, victimisation, and parents of the 
victim being bribed into withdrawing charges were 
some of the reasons for the withdrawal of cases. 
The institute said these problems were 
exacerbated by children often not being 
considered rel iable sources and the limited 
number of child-friendly courts in the country. 
Meanwhile, the list of child rapes in South Africa 
continued to rise. 

/11for11111rio11 supplied h., Jill' 

/11d<'/l<'mle111 011 l.i11c 
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mber of the KZN Le 

The PPP News team would like to introduce 
Mrs Weziwe Gcotyelwa Thusi to our readers. 

Mrs Thusi replaced Mr Felix Dlamini, former 
Chairperson of the Finance Portfolio Committee 
and MPL in the KZN Legislature. She hails from 
Queenstown in the Eastern Cape where she did 
her primary education. She moved on to do her 
Secondary education at Mount Arthur Girls' High 
until she found herself falling in love with the 
nursing profession. 

During her formal training as a nurse, she 
became a health activist. This was necessary 
because of the segregation policies in the health 
sector, says Mrs Thusi. Her political background 
can be traced back to the early 80s when she 
was working at Prince Mshiyeni Hospital. She 
was a member of National Education, Health and 
Allied Worker's Union (NEHAWU), and South 
African Health Workers Congress (SAHWC). 

Through her hard work, she was elected as the 
provincial Deputy Secretary of the ANC 
Women's League in KwaZulu-Natal. She was 
also involved in the provincial ANC Health 
Committee and was elected as the coordinator 
of the provincial HIV/AIDS Campaign. Sikufisela 
inhlanhla nempumelelo Mama uThusi 
esikhundleni sakho esisha. 
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The PPP repo11s with great sorrow that Mr Felix 
Olamini. the Municipal ManagerofeThekwini 

Unicity and former Chairperson or the Finance 
Po1tfolio Committee of the KZN Legislature passed 
away on 21 Janua1y 2002. aficrcontracting malaria. 

The PPP enjoyed an excellent working relationship 
with Mr Dlamini in his capacity as Committee 
Chairperson. and particularly his support in opening 
up the provincial budget process for public scrutiny 
and input. He was also a willing partner in the fledgling 
provincial gender budget initiative. calling on 
depa11ments to detail what initiatives they have in 
place 10 improve the lives of women and children, 
and what funds they will be allocating for such 
projects. 

The PPP appreciated the warmth and respect with 
which we were received by Mr Dlamini, his 
approachable manner, sense of humour and 
professional commitment to strengthening provincial 
governance. We extend our condolences to his 
family and colleagues. Hamba kahle, Baba Dlamini. 

How to contact PPP 

Provincial Paliamentary 
Programme 

20 St Andrew's Street 
Diakonia Centre 

Durban 
4001 

Tel : (031) 304-8351 
Fax : (031) 304-8602 

e-mail: info@ppp.org.za 
website: http://www.ppp.org.za 
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The situation in Zimbabwe co11t i1111es 011 the 
downward trend. Those who have been in 

Zi111babll'efor the.first 

and rnin , 

time may have been 
i111pressed by the 
country and rhe 
people. Howeve1; 
those who knew the 
Zi111lx1b111e of old are 
biuer about recent 
developmen rs. and 
precipitation of the 
cou11 try into wwrchy 

writes S'fiso Denzil Xulu, PPP 
Com111unicatio11s Coordi11ato1: 

Members of the opposi tion throughout the 
country are living in constant fear for their 

lives as many or them are assaulted at whim. Civil 
servants suspected or sympathising with the 
opposi tion are fired, through the influence of war 
veterans. Outspoken opposition MPs and their 
families are also targeted. The media is not spared 
either. Editors working for the state controlled 
media, which in normal circumstances should be 
public media, are flred for fa iling to tow the party 
line. Journalists from the privately owned media 
are vilified whilst foreign correspondents are 
deported for fabricated reasons. 

We have seen the state sponsored violence directed 
to those who do not subscribe to the governing 
party's ideology. We have seen the bombing of 
Daily News newspaper head quarters, hours after 
the Minister of Information and the chairman of 
the war veterans had told the nation that they were 
going to silence it and had banned the daily. 

Farmers are being intimidated left and right, but 
nothing has been done to the perpetrators. In some 
rural communities ruling party supporters do not 
a llow the de livery or reading of private 
newspapers. The question that needs to be asked 
is "Are we going to see free and fair Presidential 
elections in Zimbabwe"'? 
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Cdc.Robcrt i\lugabc. President of Zimbahwc 

Breakdown of the rule of law 
In 1997 under siege from restless veterans of the 
country's liberation struggle, complaining of 
v irtu al 
abandonment and 
biting poverty, 
Mugabe made a 
unilateral decision 
to award gratuities 
worth 3.5 billion 

'Desperate politicians 
use violence to cling 
to power' 

Zimbabwian dollars to nearly 60. 000 people on 
the basis that they were freedom fighters. This 
was an unbudgeted expenditure meant to buy 
peace wi th the ex-combatants who were becoming 
violent 

With this decision the country's economic fortunes 
were destined for the hard times. Government 
increased taxes by tvvo and a half percent to meet 
th is unbudgeted expenditure. Civil society 
mobil ised a reject ion of this act ion. Most 
surprising was a rejection of the same by the ruling 
party's own conference. This forced government 
to borrow from the money market at punitive 
interest rates as we!\ as printing more money. 
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Apparently the rejection was a harbinger of .~vorse 
rejections to come as the spirit of del iance 
continued with other government initiatives seen 
as unilateral. of special significance being the 
historic referendum that rejected Mugabe ·s 
proposed amendments to the constitution 

The stnie-sponsored violence that fol lowed the 
February 2000 Constitutional referendum and 
preceded the June elections is still to be arrested. 
Desperate politicians. with the backing or 
misouided elements from a faction of the war ::, 

veterans. decided to use violence to cling to power. 
Crime. violence and intimidation are committed 
with impunity. as the police are ordered not to 
intervene in ·'political matters .. which can only '·be 
resolved politically ... 

After the referendum the ruling party supporters 
were allowed to invade white owned commercial 
farms. The white farms were targeted for their 
alleged role in mobilising support against the draft 
constitution. and in bank-rolling the opposition. 
The courts in subsequent cases brought before 
them ruled the invasion and government's effort 
to resettle people on designated farms illegal. 
Governmenr also used special Presidential powers 
10 stop opposition candidates of the parliamentary 
elections from conresting the results in the courts. 
Predictably. the Supreme court ruled the move 
unconstitutional. With these frustrations the ruling 
party declared war on the bench. Efforts to rid the 
bench of all "unpatriotic" judges saw the forced 
resignation of the Chief Justice, who was forced 
to go on a three months paid leave pending 
retirement. However the other judges resolve to 
stay put. 

Based on the account that one has made above and 
the fact that the socio-economic and political 
situation in Zimbabwe is not stable, can we believe 
that Presidential elections in Zimbabwe will be free 
and fair?. l think the person who knows the aswer 
is Mugabe himself. 

S'.fiso Xulu is the Editor of PPP News. I-le writes i11 his 
capacity as the South African official representative for the 

Pan African Civic Ed11cators Network 
(PaceNet). 
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ela and Mkhize suspende 
By: $'1h u Xulu. PPP C{,mmunii.:~1ti1..l1h C,)4.,rdinaior 

The fat~ of the Secretary of the Legislature 
and his Deputy, Robert Mzimela and Jo 

Mkhize is still yet to be decided by the Labou~ 
Cou~. The ~o were susp~nded with full pay 
pending an independent investigation into 
allegations of mismanagement of the 
Legislature. 

Mr R i\ lzimcla, Sccrct:tr)1 of the KZN Legislature 

The suspension of Mzimela and Mkhize 
follows a controversy involving grievances of 
staff, including allegations that Mzimela had 
assaulted a staff member. It was also alleged 
that there is a high level of dissatisfaction from 
staff which has resulted in several 
resignations and that the Legislature was 
facing a number of cases before the 
Commission for Conciliation, Mediation and 
Arbitration. · 

On 2 August the ANC tabled a motion calling 
for an immediate suspension of Mzimela and 
Mkhize. The Democratic Party, Minority Front, 
the New National Party and the United 
Democratic Movement supported the motion 
and the resolution was adopted by the House. 
The lnkatha Freedom Party abstained citing 
concerns about the motive behind the motion. 

Mr .J. Mkhi.ze, Deputy Secret.arzy of the KZN Legislature 
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South African democracy and the weakening of the opposition 
!11/or111mio11 .<llflfllkd by /,1//111, Epoli1i(',, i'"'" 35 

The developmclllS in the political landscape of the 
country since the withdrawal of NNP from the 

Democratic Alliance, has put the Anti-Defection Laws 
under review. The proposal 10 allow members or 
legislatures to cross the rtoor. started as a DA backed 
initiative to bring South A frica in line with other 
democracies. Colin Eglin. a DA veteran spearheaded 
this among others since 1994. 

The Constitution al present with its anti-defection 
clause. forbids the crossing of the floor. This simply 
means that elected representatives in all spheres of 
government may !lot "cross the noor·• from one party 
lo another. This is based on the electoral system or 
proporlional representation where members arc 
elected from party lists al both national and provincial 
levels. The ANC has expressed the view that this docs 
not call for constitutional amendments. but just 
ordinary legislation. After the closer working relations 
between the ANC and the NNP forged late last year. 
the former is now of the view that there has 10 be 
some room for political realignment. Such legislation. 
it is believed would allow "some political 
realignment. .. and break-up of racial power blocks". 

The changes at local government level, however. 
cannot be just effected through ordinary legislation. 
Councillors for both the NNP and the DP were elected 
to municipal councils as DA councillors. The 
amendments are therefore crucial to them. as the 
scrapping of the anti-defection laws would give them 
room to move back 10 the NNP. The withdrawal of 
the NNP from the DA therefore places those 
councillors whose allegiance is with their party in a 
very awkward position if these changes arc delayed. 
Other than these changes. the alternative would be 
by elections that would be held across the country. 

Adoption of a resolution 
The retention of the prohibition on noor-crossing was 
adopted at the meeting of the Justice and 
Constitutional Development Portfolio Commillec on 
12 November 200 I , and the Security and 
Constitutional Affairs Select Committee. The 
resolution was that the President. in consultation with 
leaders of political parties and Premiers. could make 
a proc lamation out lining a period within which 
members could cross the floor. Informing the 
Secretary of the legislature through writing would 
fulli l this process. 
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Uy: ·11101111 Np,cnya. Pl'I' Cl>rnmunil-:,1io11, OOiccr 

It would then be completed 
when the party lo which the 
member crosses accepted 
him/her. and this is further 
communica ted to the 
Secretnry in writing. There 
were three opt ions 
available regarding the 
.inti-defection clause that 
comprised: the complete 
retention of a total 

Thami N~wcnyn, 
l'l'I' Comrnunh:ution'

Offk,·r 

prohibition: a total anction thereof: and thirdly a 
qualified freedom to defect. The la11er was closely 
looked at as it provides a window period of around 
two weeks 10 allow for a changes in political 
allegiances. defection and consequent political re
alignment. 

The purpose of the Bill is to ··amend Schedule 2 or 
the Constitution of the Republic of South A frica. in 
order 10 enable a member of a legislature 10 become 
a member of another party whilst retaining 
membership or that legislature .. :· 

The Bill allows a member who crosses the noor to 
remain a member or the legislature. if that person 
joins the new party after the expiry of 12 months from 
the date of an election in respect to that legislature. 
The Bill states that this would "only apply for a period 
determined by the president. after consultation with 
the leaders of political partie in the national assembly 
and the premiers ... 

lmplications of these changes to our democracy 
Concerns over changes 10 the legislation along with 
constitutional amendments. particularly at local 
government level. could directly impact on integral 
issues of South Africa·s democracy - that range from 
constittllional and electoral 10 proportionality aspects. 

The move toward the proposed changes. which might 
be effected to the Constitution at present. questions 
whether the political motives behind them arc political 
expediency. As it stands. the Constitution prohibits 
the crossin!! of the noor at all levels of !!0vernment - -
as staled in Clause 23A or Schedule 2. 

continued on page 6 
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The linal Con tillltion. however. makes a provision 
for change. Schedule 6. Anncxure A. contains 
provisions for amendments to Schedule 2 of the 
Interim Constitution and allows for an act o r 
Parliament 10 regulate the crossing of the floor by 
MPs without losing their scats. 

It says ··an Act of Parliamem may. within a reasonable 
period after the new Constitution took effect. be 
passed in accordance with sect ion 76 (I) of the new 
Constitution to amend this item 23 to provide for the 
manner in which it will be possible for a member of 
the legislature who ceases 10 be a member of the party 
which nominated that member. to retain membership 
of such legislature ... This item is one of the areas 
where the Constitution can be amended through 
ordinary legislation. The Constitution is silent about 
floor-cross ing at the local government leve l. 
Therefore it would be necessary to effect 
consLitutional amendment 10 remedy the situation at 
this level. 

Section 157 of the Constitution and the Municipal 
Systems Act. give guarantees of fair proportionality 
in the councils. and crossing the Ooor would thus 
jeopardise this principle. The dilemma then to the 
NNP is that if the anti-defection clause remains in 
place. then the DA is likely to hold onto the vast 
majority of its local government seats. 

Electoral aspects 

The proportional representation system gives the 
entire control 10 the panies with little if any 
independence of Lhc Members to go against their party 
on an issue. Panics therefore dominate parliamentary 
behaviour. The Constitution also provides part ies with 
additional s1a1u1ory powers. which help to maintain 
party discipline and cohesion. 

Proportionality 
The South African Parliamemary system does not give 
full expression to the notion of separation of powers 
because of the close link between the legislature and 
the executive. This would be impacted upon with the 
removal of 1he anti-defection clause. as ii could 
reshape the party discipline structures that exist at 
present. 11 could also allow Parliament 10 perform its 
oversight role more effectively. 

The Bill aims to limit the number of MPs who leave 
their party by removing MPs from Parliament if they 
resign from their pol itical parties. It is difficult to 
judge what eff ecls the removal of the anti-defection 
laws could have on the proportional ity principle in 
South Africa. 

If the removal is confined to a brief window period, 
then the effects could be limited. However. what is 
sure is Lhat the issues surrounding propo11ionality in 
South Africa wi 111101 go away easily. and the removal 
of the anti-defection laws will only serve to bring 
this issue to the forefront of Lhe political debate. 

The change in the legislation should be viewed and 
understood in terms of all Lhe possible ourcomes it 
could present. The political landscape in Lhe Western 
Cape province is already altered with the coalition 
government of the ANC and NNP at the provincial 
leve l. 

These changes also have serious implications for the 
electoral system. particularly the party list system in 
South Africa and the role it plays in enforcing party 
discipline. There have been serious debates around 
South Africa ·s electoral system, with some groups 
calling for a constituency-based representation 
system. It has been argued that this is the best system 
10 make members account to !he public. The current 
proposed changes to the legislation highlight some 
key points that are fundamental to this debate. 

The legislat ion allowing for crossing of the floor at 
both provincial and national level was postponed for 
th is year. There is a feeling that the changes in 
legis lation would open room for political 
opportunism. What would be interest ing overall, is 
the way the political landscape is shaped once the 
changes in the legislation are effected. 

In terms of our current proportional representation 
system people vote for a party, and party members 
become loyal to the ir party. rt is therefore not an 
individual that is voted bul the party, which means 
that the seats be long to the party and not the 
individual. In other words these provisions strengthen 
the position of political parties. 

Prouincial Par\lamentary Programme 

There is a lot of political re-alignment on both sides 
of the ruling party. The fostering ofcloser ties between 
the ANC and the NNP has begun mapping out a new 
landscape in the Western Cape. With the UDM aJso 
changing its tune, the political landscape would be 
difficult to predict with cerLainty. 
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T he South African Counci I o r Churches 
(SACC) and the National Land Committee 

(NLC) have called for a comprehensive land re
form process. In a bold statement they issued at 
Kempton Park Conference Centre after their Na

tional Land f ndaba, they announced their recog
nised failure of the South African land reform proc
ess to deliver land, socia l justice or improved 
livelihoods as anticipated. 

In their statement they noted w ith concern the key 
limitations in South Africa's Land Reform proc
ess. They noted that the existing policies are inad
equate and inappropriate. This inadequacy mani
fests itself through the absence of a communal land 

tenure policy, the inability or existing farm tenure 
legislation to protect farm dwellers, and the lack or 
clarity regarding redistribution process focussing 
on the poor and their multiple needs for land. 

Department of Land Affairs 
The focus also tu med to the inefficiencies of the 
Department of Land Affairs (DLA). Among them 
is the frnstration and lack of progress emanating 
from unwieldy bureaucratic procedures, which are 
in contradiction to the principles of Batho Pele as 
espoused by government. They noted the hostility 

towards and disregard of laws that aim to protect 
farm dwellers (such as the Extension of Security of 
Tenure Act, the Interim Protection of Informal Land 
Rights Act and the Labour Tenants Act) by the 

criminal justice system and some landowners. 

It was strongly felt that the budget allocations for 
land reform are inadequate and are aggravated by 

continuous under-spending by the DLA. Such un
der-spending exacerbates the lack of capacity within 
government for equitable land reform. These con
tradictions are manifest of the lack of integration 
between spheres and departments of government. 

The question of land reform has always touched on 
issues of abuse of human rights, particularly the 
weak. This is due to poor information dissemina

tion and a lack of national consciousness with re
gard to land. 
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The assumption that replacing white bosses with 
black ones will improve people's cond itions seems 
to be unfounded. The substitution of white farm
er. with black commercial farmers does not nec
essari ly lead to a fundamental change of relations 
in the countryside, nor promote more equitable ac
cess to resources. The lack of reliable data on land 
ownership and use in the country. which could en
able more careful monitoring of land reform as well 
as the identification of appropriate land for redis
tribution. was noted with concern. 

Concentration of ownership 
There is a concentration of ownership of land by a 
few, which is usually accompanied by signiticant 
under-utilisation. There is also an increase in for
eign ownership of the land, whilst there is co111in
ued criminalisation of the landless poor when driven 

to occupy land through desperation. 

The organisations attributed these issues squarely 
to the property clause in the Constitution. which 
entrenches the rights of the landed and acts as a 
constraint to the redistribution of land. This is en
trenched by the government"s choice of a market
led land reform programme based on the govern
ment's macroeconomic policy (GEAR), which fur
ther entrenches the "willing buyer - willing seller" 
principle and leads to the commodification of land. 

Markel forces therefore demand production for 

profit and exports instead of satisfying national food 

security for all. This happens under the stressing, 

conditions where government al\ows the forces of 

globalisation to do1ninate over nationa\ needs. 
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KZN Budget to be tabled 
B) : s·fi,o Xulu. PPf> Communic,u ion, ,oordin;1l\lr 

The legislative process for the passing of 
the provincial budget will commences with 

the reading of the budget by the Minister of 
Finance. This reading will be followed by a 
series of portfolio committee meetings and 
Finance Portfolio Committee hearings in 
March 2002. 

At portfolio committee meetings, members of 
portfolio committees will question the Minister 
of the relevant departments and their officials 
on programme expenditure detailed in their 
budget. Committees will assess departmental 
budgets against guidelines set out in the 
Public Finance Management Act, and against 
departmental three year planning. The 
Committee will then compiles a final report 
on these hearings, and present it to the 
Legislature. 

The committee meetings and hearings 
process will be followed by debate on the 
budget during a special two weeks' sitting of 
the Legislature . At this sitting , eac_h 
departmental budget allocation, or vote, will 
be presented to the Legislature for debate 
and approval. The Legislature will finally vote 
on the passing of the budget. 

What can be done? 
Organisations are encouraged to participate 
in this process to ensure that the budget 
reflects the needs of the communities of KZN, 
and departmental spending is geared towards 
meeting these needs. 

Budget hearings also provide organis~tions 
with the opportunity to obtain information on 
government programme obje~tives and 
expenditu re re levant to thei r sector; 
Organisations should monitor dep~rt~ents 
performance during the year, and raise Issu~s 
of concern with the relevant portfolio 
committee. 

Prouinc\a\ Par\iamentar'J Programme 

Portfolio committee meetings and hearings, 
and legislative sittings are open to the public, 
although members of the public are not 
allowed to ask questions or participate in the 
meetings. Members of the public can, 
however, make written submissions on the 
budget, and lobby Members of relevant 
portfolio committees to ask questions of 
departments on their behalf. All documents 
distributed at meetings and sittings are public 
documents, and members of the public are 
entitled to request copies. 

For any additional information relating to the 
budget contact Mr Zethembiso Nzuza, 
Secretary of the Finance Portfolio Committee, 
at Private Bag X91 12, Pietermaritzburg 3200 
or on (033) 355-7707. 
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the programme with Pol it ical Studies 
·ttidents at the Uni vers it y of Natal. 

Pictermaritzburg O
n 21-23 November 2001. the PPP underwent 
a programme evaluation and s trategic 

planning exercise, to rellect on our activities during 
2001. and plan for projects for 2002. We evaluated 
our objectives. before developing speci lie activities. 

Information disse111i11atio11 . 
• producing a booklet or contact details of 

Programme objectives 
The PPP's objectives are as follows: 

• 

• 

• 

to increase participation by NGOs and 
CBOs in government processes: 
to empower civil soc iety to hold 
government responsible for the delivery of 
accountnble and accessible governance: 
to provide information. networking. 
training and advocacy supporl to strengthen 
advocacy initiatives: 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
0 

NGOs and CBOs in KwaZulu-Natal 
cont inuing to produce PPP News and 
U/ivazi, posters and a calender 
continuin!! with the legislative briefings 

programme . 
developing a resource centre to provide 
informatio n support tu commu nity 

advocacy initiatives 
designing and updating PPP website 
producing a public participation video 
strengthening media initiatives through 
radio slots. the production or a radio drama 
and newspaper inserts to lobby for effective government 

mechanisms to facilitate public 
participation, and 
to lobby for user-friendly government 

Trai11i11g and advocacy support 
• introduc in g a di s tri c t monitoring • 

policy and law-making processes. 

Programme work plans 
0 

To achieve these objectives. the PPP has designed 
a set of complementary work plans to build on 
programmes implemented over the past three years. 
Highlights include: 

Monitoring 
• a research programme to determine public 

• 

• 

• 

• 

participation opportunities in the provincial 
legislature and departments and key local 
government structures, and explore ways 
in which the PPP can strengthen these 
meet with portfolio committee 
chairpersons and members of the 
Parliamentary Executive 
monitoring of the Legislature's portfolio 
comminee meetings, public hearings and 
sittings focussing on Section 76 legislation 
undertaking joint initiatives with the 
legislature's Communications Unit to build 
public participation 
introducing a volunteer monitors 
programme with Law students or the 
University of Zululand, and strengthening 

Proulncial Parliamentary Programme 

• 

• 

• 

programme of local government 
conducting follow-up workshops with 
CBOs in regions where the PPP he ld 
workshops in 2001 
conducting four-day workshops in the l I 
local government districts 
developing an additional module for the 
PPP's advocacy training kit. Oil public 
parti c ipation opportunities and 
methodologies 
providing advocacy support to community 
campaigns 
convening a national publ ic participation 
confe rence. drawing togethe r 
representatives from civi l society to re llect 
Oil government mechanisms to facilitate 
public participation and develop 
resolutions and a campaign to strengthen 
this 

:he PPP looks forward to a busy year working with 
1ls networks and project partners to bui\d pub\ic 
participation in governance and s trcn2..then 
democracy in our province! ~ 



PPP training update for 2002 
13y: s·r.so Xulu. PPP Communk:11ions Coon.lin~tor 

As part of its strategic planning process, 
the PPP training team has planned the 

following training activities for 2002: 

Follow-up workshops 
Follow up workshops have been 
scheduled for the districts where 
workshops were held last year. The 
workshop will provide a platform for 
participants in the region to strategise 
around obstacles they encounter in their 
advocacy work, and strengthen their 
regional advocacy networking, for NGOs 
and CBOS in the region to jointly address 
issues impacting on their communities. 

Dates for these workshops are as 
follows: 8 April - Paulpietersburg; 6 May -
Matatiele; 20 May - Ndumo; 3 June -
Newcastle; 8 July - PortShepstone; 22 
July - Umsinga; 19 August - Maphumulo; 
2 September - Ladysmith; 30 September 
- Howick; 14 October - Eshowe; 4 
November - Durban 

First level training 
The PPP will implement its regional training 
programme for 2002 over the period April 
- November. The PPP will be holding 11 
four-day workshops in the 11 local 
government districts (including the 
Unicity). Local government role players 
i n each district will be drawn into 
workshops to interact with NGOs and 
CBOs in that district, share information and 
build cooperative relationships. 

At these workshops, the PPP will take 
participants through the structures and 
processes of government, with a focus 
on local government, and developing 
advocacy strategies to engage with these. 
The workshop will also address integrated 
development plann i ng, to strateg i_se 
around how communities can engage with 
the implementation of the IDPs. 

Prouincia\ Par\\amentar\j Prngramme 

Nclisiwc Khuzwayo, PPP Advocacy Support Officer 

Oates for these workshops are as follows: 
9-12 April - Phongolo; 7-10 May - Ixopo; 
21-24 May-Hlabisa; 4-7 June 
Dannhauser; 9-12 July Ezinqoleni ; 23-26 
July - Nquthu; 20-23 August - Mandeni; 
3-6 September - Ndaka; 1-4 October -
Impendle; 15-18 October - Inkandla, 5-8 
November - Durban. 

National Conference on Public 
Participation 
On 10-13 September 2002, the PPP will 
host a national conference on Public 
Participation, drawing in representatives 
from each of the regional advocacy 
networks establ ished as well as experts 
on public participation and governance. 

The purpose of the national conference_ i~ 
to draw together representatives from c1v1I 
society to reflect on government mechanisms 
to facilitate public participation and develop 
resolutions and a campaign to strengthen this 

To participate in any of these workshops, 
please contact Nelisiwe Khuzwayo 
at the PPP on {031) 304-8351 

ADVOCACY FOR PARTICIPATJON IN GOV£RNtNC£ 
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Co1n.munity Safety Forum's project in the pipeline 
By: Rita Suliman. IJc•vclopmcnrnl Coun,cllor -NIM 

The Network of Independent Monitors (N IM ) is a 
non-profit human rights organization that seeks lO 

reduce political and organized social violence in 
KwaZulu Naial and 10 promote a functio ning rule or 
law. In doing so. it aims to conlribu1 c 10 the 
strengthening of an international peace and justice 
network. The aim and objective of NIM programmes 
is to achieve a culture and respect for human rights & 
dignity. It further plays a pivotal role in that democracy 
in the true sense of the word, is achieved in 
implementation. 

NIM is in the process of faci litating the implementation 
of a Community Safety Forum (CSF) project in Umlazi/ 
Bhekithemba. NIM has to dace met and conducted 
numerous consultative meetings with important role 
players in view of thi s project. 

The growing di stinction being made between crime 
prevention/law enforcement and social crime prevention 
has resulted in the increas ing realization that crime 
prevention is 1101 the sole responsibi lity of the police. 
While the police are still seen as important role players. 
the emphasis is on being role players. 

The project wi ll help establish an effective structure 10 

implement social crime prevention at a local level. 
Furthermore the CSF will be a partnership of all 
stakeholders in the Integrated Criminal Justice Clus ter. 
Social Development & Government Departments as 
well as those departments such as Education and Social 
Services. 

It is also important to include Local Government and 
Local Members of the community as full representatives 
in order to form the Safety Forum. The project will be 
a COMMUNITY DRIVEN INITIATJVE with full 
participation from other role players. 

The implementation o f the CSF's will e nable the 
community to approach social crime prevention from a 
multi disciplinary perspective. In addition to this the 
CSF will facilitate the establishment of an integrated 
criminal justice system at grassroots level. The 
implementation of the project will further enhance the 
working relationship between the Criminal Justice 
Departments and the existing Community Policing 
Forum (CPF) structures. 

The CPF's have thus far played quite a crucial role in 
crime prevention. The idea of implementing the CSFs 
is to further complement and e nhance the effectiveness 
of the CPFs thus forming a close working relationship 
between these two pai1ies including other role players. 

Prouincial Parliamentary Programme 

Goals & Objectives OJ The l'r<~ject are: 
'~ 10 reduce specified and pri o riti zed crimes & 

e nhance public fee lings o r sal"e ty in Umlaz i/ 
Dhekithemba. 

* 10 e nsure the active participatio n o f primary 
stakeholders in the planning and implementation 
of crime reduction projects in Umlazi. 

* to e nhance co-ordinated response to specified 
priority c rimes by the Criminal Justice System 
De partments and other agencies in Umlazi/ 

Bhek i1hemba. 

Role players involved in the project 
The following organizations/ s truc tures have pledged 
their support to the project : 

Secretariat for Safety & Security 
SAPS 
Metro Po lice 
The Justice Department (Courts) 
Correctional Services 
Other NGO's 
Local Elected Councilors 
T he Community 
Safer Cities 

On the 2"J of December 200 I , NIM launched the CSF 
10 1heco111munity in Umlazi/Bhekithe mba at the Indoor 
Sports Stndium in Umlazi. Cir Nomvuzo Shabalala. a 
commiued Councillor in the area was present at this 
launch and added her support to the project. The project 
a lso has the support of the Police Service and other viral 
stakeholders in the community. The most important 
element of this project. and without whose support. the 
project s tand s no chance of succeedi ng . is the 
community, and NlM is enormous ly grate ful o f the ir 
support of the project. 

Thereafter. on the I 3'" of December, the CSF was 
officially launched in Durban. where the support of the 
Unicity. represented by Deputy Mayor Logie Naidoo 
and The Speaker of the Unicity, Ms Nomusa Dube. was 
unequivocal. Other stakeholders . viz the Department 
for Safety and Security: Community Polic ing. Forums. 
members of the Community. the Police Service, Minister 
Narend Singh. Safer Cities and a host of others a11ended 
this launch to offer their support to the project. 

We are in the process or finalizing the program for 
implementation, and we once again ask other NGO's 
and organizations who would like to become involved 
in the process to contact the Programme Officer, Mr 
Muzi Mt hem bu at N l M on 03 \ x 307'28 \ 3 or fax 03 \ x 
3072814. 
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DUliilllRlfl'Jltl\t BOARD 
TAC Medecins Sans Frontieres Defiance Ca1n paign 

J11formatio11 supplied by TAC 

Three members of the Treatment Action Campaign, (TAC) returned to South Africa from 
Brazil carrying generic drugs manufactured for use in an AIDS treatment program in . 

Khayelitsha. To guarantee the quality of these drugs, an authorisation from the Medicines 
Control Council (MCC), the South African drug regulatory authority, was obtained prior to 
their use. 

"Last week in Brazil we saw what happens when a government decides to tackle HIV/AIDS. 
The Brazilians' decision to offer universal access to antiretroviral therapy even in the poorest 
areas of the country is keeping tens of thousands of people alive," said Zackie Achmat of the 
TAC. "Central to the success of Brazil's AIDS programme is their willingness to do anything 
necessary to source the lowest cost quality ARVS. The South African government should 
pursue compulsory licensing to ensure that generic antiretrovirals can be produced and/or 
imported in South Africa." 

Despite the national government's refusal to provide antiretroviral treatment, three clinics run 
by Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) within the government primary health care centres offer 
a comprehensive package of services to people living with HIV/AIDS, including antiretroviral 
therapy. This project is part of an agreement between MSF and the government of the Western 
Cape, signed two years ago with the express intent to test the feasibility of generic antiretroviral 
therapy. These clinics, located in Khayelitsha, a sprawling township of 500,000 people outside 
Cape Town, were opened in April 2000 and have provided treatment for opportunistic 
infections for over 2,300 people living with HIV/AIDS. In May 2001, combination antiretroviral 
therapy was introduced for a group of people in advanced stages of AIDS. To date, 85 people 
have received antiretroviral therapy and 50 of these are receiving Brazilian medicines. Using 
generic antiretrovirals offers the possibility of treating twice the number of people with the 
same amount of money. 

In 1996, in response to pressure from civil society, the Brazilian government began providing 
free access to antiretroviral therapy to people with HIV/AIDS. This policy has allowed more 
than 100,000_peopfe to receive antiretroviral therapy and reduced A IDS-related mortality by 
more than 50%. Between 1997 and 2000, antiretroviral treatment has saved the Brazilian 
government $677 million on hospitalisations averted and treatment for opportunistic infections 
averted. 

South Africa could launch a similar programme. To do so, the government needs to have 
access to the lowest cost medicines, whether they come from multinational pharmaceutical 
companies or from generic producers. This means both taking advantage of offers from 
multinational companies and being willing to seek compulsory licenses. These licenses can 
be used to produce these drugs locally or import them and are an important way to stimulate 
competition, which is a powerful tool to reduce prices. 
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