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DURING MARCH, 
KZN Democracy for 
All/Street Law began 

SNltANTHA BENT its prison programme 
report!:>. focusing on human 

rights outreach for 
awaiting trial youth housed in a local prison 
and in places of safety. A place of safety is 
a facility that maintains children who've been 
removed from their homes or placed into the 
juvenile justice system after having 
committed a crime. 

According to the terms of the 
1994 amendment to Section 

29 of the Correctional 
Services Act, children are 

meant_ to be distinguished 
from adults, and as a result, 
should not be housed in adult 

prisons, but are meant to 
return home or to be housed in 

places of safety while they 
await trial. 

Unfortunately, because many 
children have trouble returning 

to their homes and because 
there are too few places of 
safety to accommodate the 
caseloads, many children are 
housed in prison facil ities. 

\/olume 

Currently, 17 law students from the 
University of Natal-Durban and the 
Uni'ilersity of Durban-Westville serve 
approximately 220 young people at the 
Westville Prison, the Excelsior Place of 
Safety and the Ocean View Place of 
Safety. Half of the students who facilitate 
t11ese discussions that centre on human 
rights and legal rights are fulfilling 
requirements for the UND Street Law 
programme, while the remainder are 
volunteers from both universities. 

Most of the detainees are between the 
ages of 14 and 19, and they have not 
undergone trial proceedings. Therefore, 
they are being housed on what is meant 
to be a temporary basis that, for some, 
ranges from a few weeks to a few years. 
Detainees are also primarily male, although 
five facilitators are working with females 
at two of the facilities. 

The youth present student facilitators 
with myriad questions about their legal 
rights as well as about the operations and 
procedures of the legal system. They 
seek advice and support with addressing 
questions about accessing help and 
support for their particular cases. 
Additionally, they also seek understanding 
of how the law manages issues like 
policing, police brutality and child abuse. 
Facilitators also may cover such issues 
as gender, conflict management and 
resolution, and poverty. 

The programme will continue 
throughout the duration of the year, with a 
break for most facilitators from June 
through early August because of the 
examination period and winter holiday. 

9 No 2 2002 

"The promise of the 
new century fades 
early as humanity 

battles with the 
concept that the 

rights of individuals 
are the cornerstone 
of all other rights." 

Kofi Annan, 
UN Secretary General 
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TITANIC 
STRUGGLE 

POR MOCK 
TRIAL 

CROWN 
Above: Bhekiswako Secondary School participa~ts make an impact. 

THE 2002 Inter-school mock trial competition was-again 
hosted by the Potchefstroom DFA/Street Law office. 

With 22 teams from various high schools in the 
Potchefsfroom area. the student assistants had their hands 
full facilitating a criminal case, lending a hand with the 
arguments for the judges and giving tips to the eager 
"lawyers", "witnesses" and accused "criminals". 

So began a pleasant two weeks of interacting with high 
school learners. making friends and more importantly, to 
plan and practise the defence and prosecution of S v Gaviett. 
The case was held at the Potchefstroom University Faculty 
of Law, Moot Court. After much trial and tribulation, the 
defence team of Hoer Volkskool Potchefstroom emerged as 
the victors in the case, as well as in the overall competition. 

RURAL SCHOOLS JOIM IM 
Meanwhile, during April 2002, a final mock trial 

competition was held between seven teams from rural 
schools in the Kabokweni and Hazyview areas. All learners 
participating were very enthusiastic and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. 

The winners in the Kabokweni area was the Guduza 
Secondary School. Mock trials were also held in the 
Hazyview area, where the winning team was from 
Bhekiswako Secondary School. 

The learners in the Kabokweni area were trained by 
Solomon Malatji with Liezel Grieshaber and Trishana 
Shebabhai judging the competition. 

DISCOVERY OF SELF IN STELLENBOSCH 
Submitted by U1/;na du Plessis, 
DFN Street Ldw Stellenbosch 

ON 23A~ March, 30 learners from 12 schools in and around 
Stellenbosch attended a Workshop on Diversity, 

Stereotype Reduction and Children's Rights at Matie 
Community SeNice, based at the University of Stellenbosch. 
The group was diverse with participants coming from different 
areas within Stellenbosch. The age of the participants ranged 
from 11 to 14 years old and a translator assisted with 
translations from English to Xhosa. 

Wynoma Michaels, from the Institute of Justice and 
Reconciliation in Cape Town, facilitated the workshop, which 
included different sessions aimed to achieve the following: 

■ allowing people to th ink about how they see 
themselves; 

■ realising that the way others see us is not always 
correct and that we are all guilty of labelling others; 

■ that we must realise the effects of the injustices of the 
past on the lives of people; 

■ that we did not choose the social location of our birth; 
and 

■ that we did inherit a set of circumstances. 

During this time, the learners shared their personal stories 
and concluded that society should try to understand rather 
than judge one another. Here are some of stereotypes the 
learners wrote down at the beginning of the session: 

■ blacks are not accepted because they are black; 

■ whites think they are better than everyone else; 

■ coloureds drink a lot and are gangsters. 

At the end of the session, participants had to write down 
what they had learnt during the workshop. Thereafter, the 
workshop closed with a session.on Children's Rights during 
which time the learners made a collage of their 
understanding of their rights. 

Overall the workshop was a great success and we found 
that together with our youth and our hope for the future, we 
will make a difference in the Western Capel 



CAPTIVATING AUDIENCE 
IN FREE STATE 

IN CELEBRATION of SA Human Rights Day on 21 March, 
tl1e Free State DFN Street Law office organised two events 

at prisons in the area. 

At Harrismith Prison, the celebrations included a one hour 
wo~kshop presented by DFA volunteer students and staff on 
the Correctional Services Act, Law and Human Rights. The 
prison houses 350 male prisoners, 39 female prisoners and 
46 juveniles. During the festivities, cultural groups performed 
for all present and the event was covered by focal community 
broadcaster, RSFM. 

Another celebration took place at Hennenman Prison, which 
houses 250 sentenced prisoners and 48 awaiting-trial 
prisoners. Here the rights of prisoners in ·relation to the 
Correctional Services Act was presented to participants and 
others present, which included Mr Dennies Bloem of the 
Parliament Standing Committee on Correctional Services. 
During the day, the prisoners performed for the captivated 
audience. 

R to L · Rethid Jacobsz and Ind 
Meyer with representdt1ves from the 

stdlion ,ind PUK University. 

RTY RADDO 
ONCE A month, 
Potchefstroom DFA/ 
Street .Law Co
ordinator, Ina Meyer, 
Rethia Jacobsz and a 
lecturer from 
Potchefstroom 
University sets off to 
Viljoenskroon. THEIR 
MISSION: to prevent 
the abuse of people's 
rights by providing 
them with information 
on Overvaal Stereo's 
"Wat se die reg?" 
programme. 

Thi~ community radio station takes the community 
seriously and has therefore afforded two slots to this team of 
rights workers. Ina Meyer and Rethia Jacobsz host a 
programme for teens on topical issues such as 
discrimination, consumer law, HIV/Aids and Ina hosts another, 
which focuses on children's issues. 

Thank you to Overvaal Stereo for giving the DFNStreet 
Law programme the opportuflity to reach people. DO YOU 
know of a community radio station that would be interested 
in a similar project? If ~o. contact Isabelle on (031) 260121 o 

STAFF ON THE MOVE 
AFTER YEARS of committed 
service to the Centre for Socio-Legal 
Studies, Chuck Scott is on the mo'Je. 
First employed in 1993 as the 
Publications Ofticer, Chuck was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Centre's Media & Publishing Unit. 
In his capacity as Publications 
Officer, Chuck spearheaded many 
successful materials development 
projects such as the development 

Ch-:ck Scott 

of the Democracy Challenge Game, which he tested, 
evaluated and produced. He has edited the SA Human 
Rights Yearbook and other occassional publications such 
as the ABC of Women's Rights in South Africa and the 
ABC of Human Rights & Policing. 

Chuck's move to the Directorship saw him becoming 
more actively involved in the institutionalisation of democracy 
and human rights education. Chuck currently represents 
the Centre on the National Forum for Democracy and 
Human Rights Education and represents DFA on the SAQA 
Standards Generating Body for Democracy and Human 
Rights Education. 

We wish Chuck much success with his future and thank 
him for his contribution and committment to the Centre 
over the years. Hamba Kahle .. 

MEANWHILE.. 

Chuck's departure has meant some changes within the 
Centre and the DFA programme. As of 1 June 2002, Eastern 
Cape Co-ordinator, Lindi le Roux, will become the Acting 
DFNStreet 'Law National Co-ordinator and Isabelle de 
Grandpre, the Centre Projects Manager. Feel free to 
contact either should you have any enquiries about the 
Centre and its projects at (031) 2601291. 

Lind, le, Roux 

And new to the DFNStreet Law 
fold, is Lloyd Lotz who takes over 
from Sibonile Khoza in the 
KwaZulu-Natal office. Having co
ordinated the Pietermaritzburg 
office, Lloyd is no new-comer to 
the programme. He has 
experience as a Legal Advice 
Officer and a paralegal case 
worker. 

DFNStreet Law and the Centre 
welcome Lloyd and wish him every 
success. 

Isabelle de 
G randpre 

Lloyd Lotz 



GALLERY OF EVENTS 

Women from the Ubuntu 
International Church in 
Promosa attended a 
three.day workshop 
oragnised by DFN 
Street Law 
Pot chef st room . 
Facilitated by Elias 
Tsimane and Bunny 
Mafojane, the women 
were exposed to 
information pertaining to women's rights, d omestic 
violence, and child abuse . All who participated were 
very impressed and felt that the workshop would assist 

them in the future. 

Justice Loape, DFNStreet Law Free State Co-ordinator 
presents a workshop to G rade 1 0 learners at the Dr. Block 

Second~uy School in Herdedal township: The workshop was 
based on democracy and human rights 

The DFNStreet Law Potchefstroom office conducted 5 
workshops on AIDS & THE LAW, during which the Legal 

Aid Board's Aids Policy was explained t0 their staff. 

Workshof:)s were held in Potchefstroom/Klerksdorp; Witbdnk/ 

Middelburg; Nelspruit; Vereniging dnd Ermelo. 

fhe following is an extract 
from a supplement 

published by -Che 
NAflONAL DFA 

programme 
highlighting the 

Rights & Duties of 

Learners, Educators & 
Parents in schools. 

Use this information to 
make your schooling 

environment more 
·democratic! 

THE RIGHTS a DUTIES 
o Learners, Educators 

& Parents in schools 

:\ i iiiliii i : : 
· <::: ::1:1:gli§@ !l: :: > 

■ To expect the best pos~ible education for 
their children. 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

To choose a school for their child. 
To regularly communkate with the school. 
To freedom of expression and to be part of 
the decision making process in the school. 

To be informed about developments in the 
school. 

· · · ······ · ·· ·· · · . . 

:\\;iiii1i1\\\\\\\\irr-J.idfs\1\11\;iiiii1il:l::: 
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■ To contribute to the development and costs 
of running the school. 

■ To abide by the rules of the school they 
choose for their child. 

■ To make positive contributions to the 
development of the school. 

■ To raise meaningful concerns and participate 
in the transformation of the school. 

■ To assist in school development. 

FOR FREE COPIES OF THIS SUPPLEMENT, 
WRllE TO CSLS, c/o lN>, DURBAN, 4041 




