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BEFORE YOU KNEW WHERE TO FIND 

A GUEST HOUSE, 

NOW YOU'LL KNOW WHERE TO FIND 

raciouscf}tospitality 
Because our new NATJO AL GRADI G AND 

CLASSIFICATION SCHEME rakes rhe guess 

work our of choosing a quality Guest House. 

When you see rhe APPROVED plaque you 

can be sure you're staying in a Guest House 

wirh a standard of service approved by SATOUR. 

Our new grading scheme means you'll be able 

ro make an informed choice before you arrive, 

and ir will even help raise standards of 

service and hospiraliry in all our Guest 

Hou ses . So , in rhe future look for rhis plaque, 

ir will help you choose a guest house rhar 

knows rhe difference between rrearing you like a 

customer, and rrearing you like a guest. 
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NATIONAL GRADING AND 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEME 

KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT BEFORE YOU ARRIVE. 



WELCOME to this third edition of the 
KwaZulu-Natal Experience, which we 
hope will whet your appetite for a whole 
lot more of the province's holiday 
treasures. 

Some might already be familiar to 
you. If you're a watersport fan, you'll 
have heard of the diving opportunities 
along our sunny eastern coast; take your 
pick from the Aliwal Shoal in the south to 
the coral reefs of Sodwana Bay in the 
north. And, staying out of doors, the 
hiking trail through the rich and varied 
habitats of the Kosi Bay Nature Reserve 
is so popular that enthusiasts are happy 
to book their walks almost a year in 
advance! 

Then if walking isn't quite your th ing, 
you might be happy to sit patiently in 
one of the KwaZulu-Natal Parks Board's 
cleverly constructed bird hides in the 
Drakensberg and wait for a rare sight of 
the fabulous lammergeyer. And, in the 
air each April, the Experimental Aircraft 
Association of South Africa gives the 
birds a run for their money when its 
flying machines take to the skies for the 
Experimental Aircraft Association air 
show at Margate. 

If something more sedate but 
terrifically glamorous is more your line, 
how about a visit to some of the 
country's top stud farms in the 
Midlands? We tell you how to get there 
and, who knows, maybe you'll end up a 
part-owner of a racehorse ... Then again, 
you might be happy simply to take home 
a beaded mug, necklace or bangle as a 
colourful reminder of yet another ~uper 
holiday in our magic province. 

And we hope they'll be the kind of 
memories that will bring you back for 
more fun in the sun because it looks as 
though KwaZulu-Natal is gearing itself to 
be the country's top holiday destination. 

According to figures released at a 
recent Tourism Development Summit, 
75% of the country's hotel 
accommodation is to be found in the 
province, as well as 60% of its timeshare -
and we can offer 22 game and nature 
reserves of world-class standard. We've 
always believed we had good things to 
offer our visitors: now we know why. 

Monica Fairall 
Editor 
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Champion Breeding 
Grounds 

The green hills of the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands are home to 
some of the most blue-blooded champions of South African horse racing. 
DIANNE BARNARD paid a visit to some of the best stud farms around ... 

It's very easy to wax lyrical about the 
beauty of the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands: 

all those rolling, green hills softened from 
time to time by mist; the foothills of the 
Drakensberg a glance away. But if you 
want to talk international recognition for 
this part of the province, you need only 
to look as far as its stud farms. 

Some of the most successful racehorse 
studs and training establishments in the 
country are located here, having 
produced the likes of Rothmans July 
winners Devon Air (1984) , Tecla Bluff 

(1983) , Spanish Galliard (1992) and Royal 

Chalice (1988) - to name but a few. 
But what is it about the place that's led 

to such star-studded success? Spread out 
along the Mooi River - named thus by the 
1830 Voortrekkers for its scenic beauty -
the region is typically one of rich soil and 
high rainfall. 
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How to visit 
a stud farm 

The Durban Turf Club has introduced 
stud farm tours which, for just RBO, offer a 
full day of activity. You set offfrom Durban 
early in the morning to visit the SA Jockey 
Academy and Summerveld Training Centre, 
with breakfast at Shongweni before heading 
for the Midlands. There, you visit several 
stud farms, including Summerhill, and stop 
at Rawdon's Hotel for lunch.You'll also have 
a chance to meet specialists such as equine 
phJsiotherapist Winks Green, and experts in 
the shoeing of horses. All the major farms 
have been visited over the years and the next 
tours are coming up on 14 May, and 13 and 
14July. 

Bookings can be made with 
Debbie Davidson on (031) 561-4151. 

While those early Dutch farmers 
preferred the thornveld , the English and 
Scottish settlers preferred the higher 
country and settled in and around Mooi 
River Drift and Rosetta. Little could those 
pioneers, with their handful of mainland 
England foundation mares and three Arab 
stallions, have realised how huge the 
bloodline business would become. 

Today, there are a host of stud farms in 
"The Place of the Eland" (from the Zulu 
name Mpofana) , and many of them 
welcome visitors. I met statuesque Vera 
Johns who helps her New Zealand 
husband Alan Sutherland to run the 
immaculate stud, Somerset. There one is 
able to walk up and touch a legend like 
Gallic League, a pitch black flying machine, 
or feast one's eyes on Val Des Bois - the 
stallion syndicated by the KwaZulu-Natal 
Thoroughbred Breeders' Club. 



How to breed a champion 
I asked Alan about the chances of 

breeding a champion, and was suprised 
to find that, despite all the computerised 
gene matching available today, the 
greatest element is still...luck! 

"No matter what the breeding, without 
heart and the will to win the horse hasn't 
a chance." Alan said. "And as for the 
Cape, they aren't ahead of Natal anymore. 
They come a poor second, in fact . Size
wise, we have 20% of the country's brood 
mares and the Cape has 70% - yet we have 
the champions!" 

Visiting the studs was an education for 
me, and I realised that what one sees of 
horse-racing at a race meet is just the tip 
of the iceberg. And the revenue generated 
by service fees when you have a 

, champion stud is staggering. But it's no 
longer only the sport of kings. I 
discovered that for as little as R200 per 
month, I could own a share in a 
racehorse, and once I heard that bit of 
information, I found myself looking at 
these aristocratic beasts with extra 
interest. 

Creme De La Ceme 
Other studs where visitors are 

welcome include Swinford Paddocks, 
Scotts , Golden Acres and Camargue -
each one an experience in itself - but the 
creme de la creme is undoubtedly 
Summerhill, owned by Micky Goss. 

With its green-roofed, elegant white 
buildings and seemingly endless 
manicured lawns, the 1 588 hectare Stud 
is home to many a jewel in a syndicated 
crown. It's not often one has the chance 
to see RIO-million encapsulated in a 
single, perfect, burnished animal , but 
here I saw a host of such creatures. 

Vera Johns-Sutherland at Somerset stud 

Standing at stud are of the likes of 
Sheikh Maktoum Al Maktoum's Desert 
Team, Braashee, French Stress and Rami. 
And the peerless Northern Guest. (More of 
him shortly.) The names roll off the 
tongue of manager Smokey Read like 
some royal honours' list. And the horses 
are treated royally, too. The stables are 
impeccable; coats are groomed to a 
healthy gloss; and menus of lucerne, 
maize, soya and bran are the equine 
equivalent of haute cuisine. At the peak 
of the season the stud is home to over 
700 horses, and this year saw a crop of 
206 foals . 

Of course breeding thoroughbreds is 
not all glamour and newspaper headlines . 
Local breeders constantly have to 
contend with problems such as African 
Horse Sickness - which makes the 
quarantine regulations sticky and the 
sales of horses to most other countries 
extremely difficult. Imported stallions 
face about five weeks' quarantine, while 
those exported from South Africa may 
spend up to a year in quarantine. 

The Goss empire is run with attention 
paid to the smallest detail. From their 
own jockeys who exercise the horses on 
one of the best tracks in the country, to 
the incubator for premature foals ... and 
even its own insurance office which is 
directly linked to Lloyds in London. 
Shirley Cook manages the Victorian-style, 
wood-panelled and leather offices - where 
antique desks, original oils and bound 
volumes covering every possible equine 
aspect set the tone which is carried 
through the entire stud. It even boasts a 
tree pranted seven decades ago by 
Princess Alice which is now home to 
herons, spoonbills and sacred Ibis . 

Real Money-Spinners 
Talking of sacred, let's go back to the 

subject of Northern Guest. His progeny 
began winning races in the UK, and the 
syndicate was offered more and more 

Check out the 
Weenen Game 

Reserve 
ONE of the best-kept secrets of the 

Natal Midlands is probably the Weenen 
Game Reserve.Situated in attractive 
thornveld at the confluence of roads from 
Colenso, Weenen and Estcourt, this little

known reserve has spread its wings to 

become part of the Thukela Biosphere 
Reserve which now covers an area of over 

60 000ha. 

Than ks to the vision of five local 
landowners who wanted to become 

wildlife conservationists, and adopted 
wildlife resources as their main source of 
income, large tracts of private land have 

been linked with the Reserve. This 

increased size has already made possible 
the introduction of ten elephants. 

Both day and overnight visitors are 
welcome here. There are 12 camping! 

caravan sites and one fi ve-bedded, fully 

self-contained cottage and a small curio 
shop and kiosk at the entrance gate 
selling basic groceries. 

Wildlife in the Reserve include black 
and white rhino, giraffe, kudu, Cape 

buffalo, zebra, Black-backed jackal, 
hyena and the rare roan antelope. Over 

251 species of birds have been recorded 

and there's a vulture feedi ng site too. 
TT1ere are three self -guided trails, a self

gu ided auto trail and the new Isipho Hide 
that can be rented overnight for moonlight 

game viewing. 
For information and reservations, 

call (0363) 41809. 

For information on the 
Thukela Biosphere, 
call (0363) 41106. 
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MAKING IT EASY 
TO TAKE IT EASY! 
WESTERN CAPE 
OATLANDS 
SEA BREEZE 
GARDEN ROUTE 
RIVERSIDE 
PINE LODGE 
BEACH CABANAS 
EASTERN CAPE 
PINE LODGE 
ROYAL ST ANDREWS 
MEDOUNO 
HAGA HAGA 
NATAL COAST 
HAPPY WANDERERS 
AMANZI 
HAPPY DAYS 
ZINKWAZI 
PARADISE 

DRAKENSBERG 
WHITE MOUNTAIN 
DRAGON PEAKS 
MOUNT EVEREST 
BW 
ORKNEYVML 
OUFANTSNEK 
KLUB KOPPISOL 
EASTERN TRANSVAAL 
JOCK OF THE BUSHVELD 
MAREPE 
MATUMI 
MAURITIUS 

(021) 7861410 
(024) 561400 

(0444) 966061 
(0441) 711974 
(0423) 932323 

(041) 534004 
(0464) 41379 
(0464) 41651 
(04372) 6302 

(0323) 51104 
(031) 903 2366 
(031) 903 3246 

(0324) 3344/3396 
(03931) 30655 

(039) 37 30655 

(0363) 24437 
(036) 4681031 
(05861) 21816 

(018) 33270 
(0142) 92208 
(016) 561112 

(01315) 42178 
(01528) 35061 
(01528) 32452 

MARINA HOLIDAY VILLAGE 031 7014 156 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURES. 
RESERVATIONS AND MORE 

INFORMATION 

CONTACT CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 
P.O. BOX 139 SARNIA 3615 

PHONE: (031) 7014156 FAX: (031) 7014159 

□TOWN AND COUNTRY LODGES 
□CHALET & APARTMENT RESORTS 
□CARAVAN AND CAMPING RESORTS 
0 CARAVILLE IN MAURITIUS 

NAME .. 

ADDRESS .. 

.... ... .... .. .. .. .... .. ... . CODE .. 

4 KWAZULU-NATAL EXPERIENCE• NUMBER THREE 

Gone fishing 
at Mooi River 
The Mooi River Brown Trout Festival 

coming up in April will give all would-be fly 
fishermen (and women) the chance they've 
been waitingfor. Running f rom Friday 14 to 
Sunday 16 April, participants will be taught 
by experts in the ancient art of fly fishing. 
You'll be shown how to tie fli es, how to find 
those elusive brown trout, and how to bring 
one in. Friday evening, starts with a 
welcoming cheese ancl wine Junction, and a 
slide show of what to expect the following 
day. Saturday will be spent fishing 
(children and spouses not enthused by the 
sportr will be welcomed at th e Saddle and 
Trout timeshare to swim, ride or play golf). 
The evening offers a Midlands pub crawl 
even though anglers have to be up at 
sparrows for some guided fishing on Sunday 
morning. And the f estival ends with a Barn 
Dance at a local Jann. 

For information and bookings, 
telephone Michelle Lang on 

(0333) 32450. 

money for him: first R2 million, then 
R8 million, and fin ally Rl 1 million. All 
offers were refused . Northern Guest is a 
son of Northern Dancer (Maryland US) -
and to have a mare serviced by him will 
cost you a cool one million dollars. Not 
that the 18-year old Northern Guest is 
doing too badly: his service fees alone pull 
in over R2 ,5 million a year. .. 

Where to get more information 
The Mooi River Tourist Information 

Office is opening soon and will handle all 
local queries, bookings for all 
accommodation facilities in the Midlands as 
well as the Drakensberg and 
Battlefields. The person to contact is 
Michelle Lang from Gateway Reservations 
on ( 0333) 32450. 

Contact numbers for some of the Midlands 

Stud Farms: 

Summerhill: 

Somerset: 

Swinford Paddocks: 

Scotts: 

Golden Acres: 

Camargue : 

(0333) 31314 

(0333) 32511 

(0333) 32180 

(0333) 36918 

(0333) 32008 

(0333) 31445 



Join The High Fliers 
As usual, thousands will again 

be drawn to the excitement and 
spectacle of the Air Show at Margate. 
Chas Stoneman tells us what we can 

expect .... 

W hether you're a flier, an aircraft 
buff, a grounded Mr and Mrs 

Average who enjoy thrills and awesome 
airstunts performed at astonishing 
speeds, or someone who just loves a day 
outdoors with fascinating happenings 
continually grabbing your attention , the 
Experimental Aircraft Association annual 
air show at Margate is a must. 

The event has been staged annually at 
Margate Airport for the past 14 years , 
drawing thousands of aircraft and flying 
enthusiasts, thrill-seekers and day
trippers . It's an upcoming, major Natal 
spectacular that will this year run from 
Thursday to Saturday, April 27 to 29. 

At the time of going to press the 
programme of events was not completely 
finalised , but it was known that the 
popular SMF Silver Falcon team will 
again be showing off their incredible 
aerobatic tricks . A real crowd-thriller, 
this one. Novelty "acts" will include a car 
versus plane race, streamer cutting and 
radar speed tests, and for vintage buffs , 
among the oldies will be Tiger Moths and 

Chipmunks. Also of interest will be an 
Albatross maritime reconnaissance gull
wing aircraft , with the unusual feature of 
its twin propellors being at the rear. 

Another big draw will be a Vampire jet 
fighter, and there is a strong possibility of 
a Mirage performing. These supersonic 
flying marvels scream through the air at 
mind-blowing speeds. If the pilot makes a 
mistake he seldom gets a second chance, 
and being on the receiving end of a Mirage 
attack must be the most terrifying 
experience imaginable. 

Flying will be on the go from noon to 4 
p.m. daily, with the big show on Saturday, 
which begins with an air race at 8 am. 

And if your neck starts to ache from all 
the peering upwards, you can board a 
sightseeing helicopter for a flip , and look 
down for a change. And for a break from 
all this flying you could enjoy an 
earthbound session in the food tent 
and/or beer garden. 

Or you could wander around the SMF 
static display and marvel at its fascinating 
exhibits, which include an ejection seat 
from a MIG-21 fighter. 

The Experimental Aircraft Association 
is a non-profit organisation dedicated to 
the design, construction and the flying of 
homebuilt aircraft and the restoration of 
vintage, veteran and "warbird" planes 
such as the Mustang, Spitfire or 

Kittyhawk. The association's first 
national convention was held at Oribi 
Airport, Pietermaritzburg, in July 1972 at 
which some 15 aircraft - eight of them 
homebuilt - were on show. 

The entrance fee at Margate on 
Saturday, April 29, will be Rl2 for adults 
and R6 for children, and it's half price for 
all on Thursday and Friday, April 27 and 
28. Pay at the gate; you cannot book in 
advance. 

And if you're Mr Average trying to get 
there from Durban, you go down the Natal 
south coast along the N2 and take the Sea 
Slopes toll road just before Margate. Or 
go into Margate and turn right at the 
police station past the OK Mall. On both 
routes you just fo llow the signs to the 
airport , which is 4 km inland from 
Margate. 

For more information, call 
Natal South Coast Publicity Association 

on 03931-22322 or fax 03931-21886 
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Walking 
on the 
Wild Side 

Monica Fairall took her malaria tabs, 
put on her backpack and set off on 
a four-day walk around Kosi Bay. 

She lived to tell the tale ... 

T ry telling people that you're 
planning to spend several days of 

your holiday lugging an 11kg backpack 
over (mostly) soft beach sand, and you 
get some strange looks. Unless, of course, 
your listeners are among the growing 
numbers of hikers and trailers in this 
country. If they are, you get an approving 
nod - and masses of advice on dehydrated 
foods, walking shoes and lightweight 
rainwear. 

The trail that I and my companions 
were heading for is laid out along the 
shores of the Kosi Bay lakes in 
Maputaland (northern Zululand), 
immediately south of the Mozambique 
border. It's a four-day outing in which you 
walk each morning from one tented camp 
to another, covering distances of seven to 
eleven kilometres every day. And, despite 
that soft sand mentioned earlier plus the 
remoteness of the place, the trail is 
hugely popular. 

The reservations office of the KwaZulu 
Department of Nature Conservation 
(under whose auspices the trail is run) 
open bookings 12 months in advance. 
When we attempted in March to book for 
August or September (cooler and less 
humid months) the earliest trail we could 

get was mid-November. We took it, 
despite misgivings about mosquitoes and 
humidity. 

Far from the madding crowd 
1 guess you've got to want quite badly 

to do the Kosi trail because it's 
something of a haul just to get there. 
(Mind you, for some people, that's the 
appeal.) The base camp, which is on the 
shores of Lake Nhlange, is a good six hour 
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drive from Durban. And the last leg of the 
trip, from the supermarket, petrol pumps 
and hospital of KwaNgwanase to the Kosi 
Bay Nature Reserve, is dirt road. You 
don't exactly need a four-wheel drive for 
that last bit, but it didn't take much 
imagination to visualise our kombi having 
more of a struggle than it did on those 
very sandy, 13-or-so kms. 

We reached our base camp at last light, 



and once there, we settled into a ' last 
supper': chicken kebabs and potatoes 
baked on the campfire, salads and chilled 
wine courtesy of the cool-box. 

The food went down with gusto 
because, from then on, the menu was 
dominated by muesli, dried fruit, biscuits, 
dehydrated veggies, nuts, tea with 
condensed but mostly powdered milk, 
and as many variations on the Toppers' 
theme as we could come up with. (Mind 
you , all this goes down very well when 
you're tired/hungry/hot/thirsty!) 

That first evening was also, for some 
us, a time of reckoning with the contents 
of our backpacks! I'd become acquainted 
with the full weight of my scarlet tyrant 
only that morning, and although there 
were jokes about knees buckling, I had 
visions (which I kept to myselO of not 
even surviving the first day's walk under 
that load. 

Lightening the load 
So, out went a few changes of clothing, 

and reading matter (normally an essential 
wherever I travel) . We dispensed with 
sleeping bags as the rudimentary 
mattresses provided at each camp 
promised to be sufficient. But we had to 
carry our own food , eating utensils and 

water - even loo paper and candles. (Just 
in case.) Gas plates , saucepans, kettle and 
cleaning stuff were provided at each 
camp. 

That evening we also met Wake-up, 
who was to be our guide for the next four 
days, and were given strict instructions to 
be ready to move out by 6am. That, in 
fact, was the pattern for the entire trail. 
The aim was to start walking as early as 
possible each morning so's to be at the 
next camp before it got too hot. Nine of 
the ten in our group were women, and 
most of us amateur enthusiasts rather 
than seasoned backpackers/campers, so 
the fact that we did get going pretty much 
on time every day was quite an 
achievement! 

And, boy, was it worth it. The magic of 
the African dawn is probably taken for 
granted by naturally early risers, but for 
those of us more accustomed to being 
wrenched awake by alarm clocks and 
police sirens once the city day has got 
underway, those mornings were 
something special. 

One of the attractions of the Kosi 
Hiking Trail is that you walk through 
different terrain each day. Day One was 
largely a lake-side walk, as we headed 
north to Makawulani Camp on the shores 
of Lake Makawulani. This gave us a close 
look at the traditional fish kraals , used as 
a fishing method for centuries by 
residents , and when a flock of flamingoes 
suddenly took off, cameras came out very 
smartly. And we arrived at our camp early 
enough for the snorkellers among us to 
walk the extra 2km to the mouth of the 
Kosi estuary and back. 

Day Two saw us heading over the ridge 
of dunes that separate the lakes from the 
sea. Once over the dunes, it was about 
8kms south along the beach. The 
sunshine was brilliant. The sea breezes 
were cool. The water was clean and jewel
like. It felt about as far from corporate 
ladder-climbing as you can get! 

Comfortable pace for everyone 
Wake-up was a thoughtful guide. Not 

only did he point out flora and fauna of 
interest but he allowed the pace to settle 
around the slower walkers, and his 
refreshment breaks were perfectly timed. 
And if we seemed to be unwinding too 
much, he'd start hinting at how much 
hotter things were going to become ... 

Our camp that night was at Banga Nek, 
slightly inshore of the famous turtle 
breeding grounds. As wind and tide would 
have it, we couldn't swim or snorkel that 
afternoon, but siestas and showers went 

down very well - and we tried not to 
fantasise too much about ice-cold 
beer.Once supper was over, Wake-up 
escorted a group onto the beach in 
search of loggerheads. As luck would 
have it, there was a female burying her 
precious cargo of eggs in the sand - and 
seemingly oblivious to the torchlight and 
excited voices around her. 

Come Day Three and I was paying the 
price for inappropriate footwear : my calf 
muscles were so tight that I was doing an 
imitation of Groucho Marx! Things 
warmed up, though, once we set off for 
the next camp. The path took us back 
over the dunes and eventually into 
coastal forest laced with giant Raphia 
palms - and the tantalising prospect of 
spotting a rare Palm Nut Vulture. 

Sihadla Camp was slightly more formal 
than the other sites with rondavel 

DumaZulu 
How's your knowledge of other cultures? 

In a fo rest j ust off the N2 near Hluhluwe, 
the "living" Zulu village of DumaZulu offers 
an unusual insight into the culture, history 
and ethos of the famed Zitlu nation. 

Opened in 1994 and built under the close 
supervision of Graham Stewart, one of the 
top experts in the country on Zulu culture 
and tradi tion, DumaZulu (meaning 
"thundeling Zulu") is home to around 50 
Zulus including a sangoma, speannakers, 
potmakers, beadmakcrs, basket weavers and 
a team of Zulu traditional dancers . 

You'll need about 3 hours minimum 
there, if you include lunch, and R40 covers 
the cultural discussion and consultations 

with sangomas plus the outstanding Zulu 
dancing which is rated as one of the best 
troupes in the country. Tradit ional South 
African f ood is served in the restaurant 
nearby at R35 a head. 

Programmes run at 
08h1 5, 11h00 and 15h15 each day 

For more inf 011nation, call 035-5620343 
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accommodation set amid the greenery of 
a swamp forest and , as usual, we arrived 
in time for 'lunch'. Much as the lake 
waters beckoned, Wake-up spoke of crocs 
and hippos in the fiercest tones. We got 
the message. And it gave the birders 
among us a chance to catch up on 
sightings. 

Delaying the return to civilisation 
That night around the fire wasn't our 

last as we'd booked to spend an extra 
night at the lake: an attempt to delay the 
return to 'civilisation' for as long as 
possible! The final day's walking, although 
the longest, was comfortable. Much to the 
relief of my calves, it was level, pleasantly 
forested and grassed. The difficult part 
was believing that this was the last 
stretch, as we'd all got into the rhythmn 
of the early mornings, the walking, the 
afternoon snooze, the campfire 

INDIAN OCEAN 

3rd Lake ~ 

Nhlanga Base Camp 

conversations and the sharing of the 
outdoors. 

Our final evening ( complete with hot 
running water and proper beds in one of 
the chalets) had a celebratory air to it -
not only because we'd all survived but 
because we'd managed to obtain some 
beer from a local trading store. (Several 
kilometres' drive, I might add.) Another 
good thing had come to an end and, 
we all agreed, the Kosi Bay 
experience - despite some minor 
discomforts - was one to be 
treasured. 

Only next time, I'll remember to 
wear the correct shoes. 

How to book 
Bookings are handled by the 

Central Reservations Office of the 
KwaZulu Department of Nature 
Conservation.Write to them at: 

Private Bag X9024, 
Pietermaritzburg 3200. 

Or telephone 
(0331) 946696/ 7/ 8. 
Fax (0331) 421948. 

Trail groups are limited to ten people, and 
there are two trails per week. The cost is 

RISO per person. An additional RS0 for an 
extra night at base camp. 

(No reductions for juveniles) 

Messing about on 
Lake St Lucia 

These days it seems St Lucia and dune mining are mentioned in the same 
breath and everyone's forgetting just what this area can offer in the way of lime 
out. It's a favourite haunt of fishermen of course but for ordi nary mortals not into 
casting bits of twine from long sticks, ,he Greater St Lucia Wetland Park begs to 
be explored. And with swimming and water-skiing absolute no-nos because of the 
crocs and hippos, what better way to view the expanse of St Lucia than by boat. 

Charters Creek and Fanies Island, two camps on the western lake shore and 
offering a wide choice of accommodation, both have boats available for hire but 
with no outboard motor available.Each boat carries a maximum off our people 
and costs range from R33 for a half-day to R66 fo r a full day. New to the area is 

a 20-seater launch that picks up passengers from these two camps and tours the 
area for about an hour. It will run two or three times a• day, seven days a week and cool drinks and snacks are available. Bookings can be made at ti 
Charters Creek and Fanies Island camps. 

For the really adventurous, ski boats can be chartered at St Lucia village and taken out through the mouth when its wide enough but if that sounds 
too daring, go for the BO-seater boat, the Santa Lucia. The launch has a double-decker catamaran set-up and two-hour guided tours go out daily at 
08h30, 1 Oh30 and 14h00 at a cost of R25 per adult (chi ldren under 16 half price). For RI 400 you can even have the Santa Lucia to yourself for a 
sunset cruise - there's a public address system, catering and bar facilities available on board. 

For reservations or more information call the Natal Parks Board on 0331-471981 
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Scuba-diving is one of the fastest-growing sports in this country, 
and where better to put your newfound skills to use than off the KwaZulu-Natal coast? 

0 ne, two, says the skipper, and six 
people take a stride off the back of 

the boat into the ·warm waters of the 
Indian Ocean off Umhlanga. 

Slowly they descend, as twinkling 
bubbles rise to the surface. Some time 
later they re-appear, exhilarated by the 
experience of diving on one of Durban's 
newest artificial reefs where they'd seen 
turtles and shoals of tiny fish . 

This is the Fontao, an old Mocambican 
prawn trawler, scuttled in 1991 by 
Durban's Oceanographic Research 
Institute for scientific purposes. To date, 
scientists have recorded 78 fish species 
on the Fontao, and 78 on the T-barge, 
another artifical reef, off Virginia. 

These have provided an added bonus 
for the fast-growing sport of scuba diving: 
as many as 12 000 new divers qualify 
every year throughout South Africa. The 
word scuba means Self-Contained 
Underwater Breathing Apparatus and, as 
is widely-known, enables landlubbers to 

Put on your mask, and follow JILL GOW ANS ... 

spend time underwater. 
Why the burgeoning interest? "It's the 

sheer thrill of it," says Lans Schick (30), of 
Durban, one of only six divers in the 
country with the highest level of 
qualification from NAU!, the American
based National Association of Underwater 
Instructors. 

His father, veteran diver Rikki Schick, 
was responsible for bringing NAU! to 
South Africa 35 years ago. Their dive 
school, Trident Diving - one of Durban's 
best-known - is situated on Maydon Wharf 
and has its own specially-designed dive 
boat. 

"I believe people are attracted for two 
reason~: it's easy and accessible to 
everyone, young and old," said Lans. 
"And there are always new things to see 
and learn about. I've also found through 
my instructing, that it is an excellent 
stress-reliever because of the sheer 
tranquillity under the water and the 
relaxation and peace one can get from 
examining the microcosms of the sea. 

Fun for the family 
"Also, it's not a competitive, macho 

sport and can be enjoyed by the whole 
family: children from the age of 12 up to 
the elderly. You don't have to be super-fit 
or even be a very strong swimmer 
because most of your movements 
underwater are slow and steady. But you 
have to have a medical certificate from a 
qualified dive doctor which includes a 
chest X-ray. Any circulatory or 
respiratory disorder would prevent you 
from doing a course." 

What do you need to become a diver? 
"Well, you must be comfortable and 
happy in water," he says. "Lots of people 
begin with two major fears : sharks and 
claustrophobia. But once you get into it, 
both these are unfounded. There are, of 
course, people who will never be able to 
dive, who can't bear a mask over their 
faces , even just snorkelling, but those are 
in the minority." 

There are a number of dive schools 
on the KwaZulu-Natal coast but the 
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important thing, he says, is to find out 
exactly what they offer and the extras you 
may have to pay for, like the qualifying 
dives or transport. 

"Basically, you need a mask, snorkel, 
fins and a weight-belt," he said. "Most 
courses will include the hire of wetsuits, 
the scuba equipment like tanks, buoyancy 
compensator and regulator, all the 
equipment you need. Wetsuits offer 
protection against heat loss, cuts , scrapes 
and stings. This equipment can be 
expensive so it is worth hiring it first to see 
how much one enjoys the sport, before 
laying out a lot of money. 

"You need to learn how to handle the 
equipment properly, to prevent injury or 
discomfort from the effects of pressure -
the deeper you go the more water you will 
be under and the greater the pressure - and 
to perform basic skills like clearing your 
mask if water gets into it, breathing 
patterns and controlling buoyancy so you 
don't bounce around in the water or 
damage the environment." 

The NAU! system, which is the most 
popular in South Africa, offers 15 hours of 
lectures in whic,h you learn the theory plus 
12 hours of pool .sessions in which you 
practise with the equipment until fully 
confident. Then it's on to five qualifying 
dives until you've earned the first level of 
qualification, now called Scuba Diver 
(formerly Open Water 1). 

Vibrant underwater world 
This enables you to dive to a depth of 

18m, and many sport divers consider this is 
sufficient, as all the colours of the 

underwater world are at their most vibrant 
in the shallows, colour fading as one goes 
deeper. 

Most dive schools offer a range of 
courses including wreck penetration, deep 
diving, environmental and photographic, as 
well as the various grades of qualification 
up to instructor level. Costs per course 
start at about RS00 for the first level of 
training. The NAUI Environmental 
Speciality course includes lectures at 
Seaworld by research staff and three boat 
dives in the Durban area. 

So where to dive? Our coastline offers a 
range of different dive experiences. The 
coral reefs of Sodwana Bay, the most 
southerly in the world, are certainly the 
most colourful and spectacular destination, 
and weekends and holidays are packed 
with visitors who stay in various camps 
and chalets in the area. 

Then there's Aliwal Shoal off Umkomaas, 
which some consider to be the most 
exciting. Diving there involves a heady ride 
across the surf, which can be alarming for 
some novices, but others say it is the most 
exhilarating experience. The shoal varies 
in depth from Sm to 30m so it caters for the 
whole range of divers' qualifications. 
There, rays, dolphins, salmon and big game 
fish provide interest. 

But its most famous inhabitants are the 
female ragged-tooth sharks which 
congregate there during the winter months, 
in places with evocative names like Shark 
Alley and Raggie Cove. These sharks are 
not considered to be aggressive in 
KwaZulu-Natal , though divers are 

sometimes harassed by them in the colder 
Cape waters. Certainly, observing a group 
of ragged-tooth sharks moving slowly 
through the water is an experience of a life
time, once one gets over, as Lans Schick 
says, the unfounded fear. 

Protea Banks teem with life 
With as many as 40 000 dives a year 

taking place on the shoal, many enthusiasts 
have travelled further south to discover 
Protea Banks, a reef that runs parallel to 
the continental shelf about one kilometre 
out to sea, and which teems with life. 

The main launch site, at Shelley Beach, 
enables rubber ducks to take divers out to 
enjoy potato bass and rays , while at the 
southern and northern pinnacles, gamefish 
and sharks abound amongst the corals. It 
varies in depth from 25m to 60m which 
makes it only suitable for more qualified 
divers. 

In the last year or so, diving off Durban 
has become increasingly popular. Schick's 
favourite place is No 1 fishing ground, 2-3 
kms offshore, where a series of steep 
pinnacles come off the sand, with names 
like Amphitheatre and The Four Sisters 
echoing the grandeur. One attraction is the 
number of very big soft corals. 

There is also a wreck dive close to 
Durban, Cooper's Light, named after the 
lighthouse though there is little 
information about the wreck, most 
believing it is a turn-of-the-century vessel. 

Off the Bluff, more and more areas are 
being discovered. The reef runs north-east 
and has a large number of caves and 
overhangs and a profusion of soft corals. 



These have names like Catacombs, 
Overhangs and Angels. The proximity 
of these places to Durban is a big 
factor in their increasing popularity. 

And then I must mention 
Rhinocodon typus, commonly known 
as the whale shark. The largest living 
fish, it is a docile plankton-eater and 
the coast has recently been dubbed the 
Whaleshark Coast because there are so 
many around. (In fact, scientists say 
ours is among the largest populations 
in the world.) 

So what's special about an 
encounter with this gentle giant? Well 
it's possible to get really close to them, 
even hang onto their fins, and hitch an 
underwater ride. This is not without 
controversy, as some marine scientists 
have frowned on the practice, but 
divers are enchanted with the 
experience. 

Lots of reasons to get hooked on 
diving! 

WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION 
Trident Diving- (031) 3053081 

Divetime - (031) 3042254 
Blue Water Divers - (031) 3074510 

Ocean Divers - (031) 328309 
Dive factory-(031) 3012241 

I COMMENT I 
Dear Sir 

Despite the heart-wanning article "Net 
Assets" (KZN Experience No2), 
describing the dolphins 'Jrolicliing" 
beyond the waves, this picture, 
unfortunately, is misleading. While 
the dolphins certainly do frolic , 
increasing pressures are threatening 
the bottlenose and humpback dolphin 
populations. These pressures include 
ever-increasing pollution levels, 
resulting in habitat degradation and 
potentially disease or even death of 
some dolphins, and a high mortality 
rate in the nets. Approximately seventy 
dolphins are captured each year, and 
less than one percent (as opposed to 
the "high percentage" quoted) are 
released alive from the nets. 
While I did say that there is, as yet, no 
clear indication of a decrease in the 
humpback dolphin population, this 
inf onnation would necessarily tahe 
several more years of research to 
ascertain, and therefore should not 
have been quoted out of context. 
Unfortunately, there are all too many 
signs, including decreasing sighting 
rates reported by the Natal Sharks 
Board, possibly suggesting a dwindling 
number of these delightful animals. 

Ben Durham 
Natal Dolphin Research 

HLUHLUWE-UMFOLOZI PARK 
echarge tbe'enses with a visit to the 
Hluh/uwe-U folozi park, home .to 
t e Big ,x, and a wealth of other 
wildlife in a magnificent diversity of 
habitats. 

Take a break in one of the Park 's luxurious 
lodges. Revel in the splendid Zululand 
vistas of Hluhluwe 's Hilltop Camp, or 
U folozi's Mpila or Masinda Camps. Or, 
for a close-up encounter with life in the 
bushveld, 'roug T'>jl ' in stylish seclusion in 
one of the Park s,bush camps or exclusive 
bush lodges Whichever you choose, 
you 'II come away enriched. 

HlllTOP CAMP 
i,,J/11' ccommodation in this beautiful camp is 
W- geared for convenience and comfort, 

with self-catering facilities as well as a 
full y., licensed restaurant, bar/lounge and 
curio sho 

N B U S H l O O G E 
idden ,n dense bush overlooking the 
Hluh/uwe River, Muntulu Bush Lodge 
is ideal for a party of eight, with four 

separate en-suite bedrooms and secluded 
verandas as well as an elevated open
sided viewing lounge. 

M A S INOA l O O G E 
his elegant thatched Lodge sets the 
tone for a carefree breakaway. Spa
ciously designed and fully selfcontain-

ed, it sleeps six people in three bed
rooms, one of which is 
en-suite. The services 
of a cook are included 
in the tariff. 

To book for these or 
any other accommoda
tion facilities in the 
Hluh luwe-Um foloz, 
Park: 

CONTACT THE NATAl PARKS BOARD RESERVATIONS omCE , 
P.O. BOX 1750, PIETERMARITZBURG 3200. Hl 10331) 471 981, FA X 1033 1) 471980 

NATAl PARK~ BOARD 
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Discover 
the Magic 
of Timeless 
Afrika 
Covering almost two thirds of the province of KwaZulu-Natal, 

Timeless Afrika offers the holiday maker more tourist attractions 

than any other region in southern Africa. 

Here you are free to set your own pace, for Timeless Afrika is 

classic Africa ... a mosaic of exciting experiences and fascinating 

finds. 

It is yours to discover and explore ... at your own pace and in 

your own style. 

There is the savage splendour of the world renowned Zululand 

game reserves, where you are sure to spot the Big Five -

elephant, lion, leopard, rhino and buffalo - amid a host of 

indigenous game and the most prolific bird life south of the 

Sahara. 

Also in the northern reaches of Timeless Afrika is the unique St 

Lucia Wetland Park. Here five ecosystems - ranging through 

rivers, lakes, freshwater pans, mangrove forests, reed and sedge 

swamps, water grasslands, coastal dunes and rocky barrier 

reefs - are proving to be a compelling draw card for those who 

yearn for the real African experience. 

The magical call of the mountains in Timeless Afrika cannot be 

denied. The hotels and resorts in the Drakensberg range have 

hosted generations of pleasure seekers infent on escaping the 

fast lane to catch 'Berg fever. The more adventurous will head 

I out to hike the challenging peaks; others will prefer to explore 

the countryside on horseback, stroll in the secluded valleys or 

ORANGE 
FREE STATE 

EASTERN CAPE 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL SWAZILAND 

fish the trout streams. Back at the hotel there's swi 

tennis, squash, golf, volleyball, snooker, hang 

gliding, board sailing ... and a feast of family fun. 

On the Battlefields Route, visitors to Timeless Afrika 

will experience the past being brought back vividly to 

life. It is here that Boer, Brit and Zulu clashed in 

bloody conflict ... where the most significant battles 

in South Africa's history were 

fought, 
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and won, and lost. Each town on the Battlefields 

Route has a tale to tell, a fort or museum to explore, 

a special memory of those turbulent times to evoke. 

Throughout your stay in Timeless Afrika you will 

witness - and personally experience the authentic 

culture of the mighty Zulu nation ... their centuries 

old customs and tribal traditions .. their dignified way 

of African life ... and take home with you the lasting 

memory of a proud nation. 

You are invited to discover the magic of Timeless 

Afrika. For free full colour brochures and detailed 

information on this region of countless attractions, 

things to do and places to visit - and where every 

visitor has carte blanche - simply complete and mail 

the coupon. 

Or call the Timeless Afrika information team on 

Durban telephone (031) 307-3800; or fax them 

at (031) 307-3822. 

r-------------------------------------, 
To: Timeless Afrika 

P.O.Box 2406, Durban 4000, South Africa 
YES! I want to discover the magic of Timeless Afrika. 

Please send me your free brochures and detailed information 

1 Name ...................................................................................................... . 
I 
1 Address ................................................................................................... . 
I I •••••••••.••••••••••.••••••.•••••••••.••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••..••.•••••••••.••.••..••••••••••••• Code ...................................... . 
I KZN L-------------------------------------~ 

The St Lucia Wetland 

The Battlefields 
Route brings alive 
memories of 
Boer, Brit and Zulu 

7!iiiilr!d4 
B F-~ll~.P1'21 ~r111~it1 ~~ !:olllLia.ilJl!..i'i. .. ll 

Zululand ~Thukela 

reserves 

Where every tourist has Carte Blanche 

Zululand-Thukela Marketing Authority 
P.O. Box 2406, Durban 4000, South Africa. 

Tel: (031) 307-3800 Fax: (031) 307-3822 
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Birding in the 'Berg 
Spending time in the Drakensberg is a wonderful way to unwind and get away from it all. 

But the big attraction these days is the birding. 
LYNNE GOODMAN packed her binocs and went in search of the Lammergeyer ... 

o you find birdwatching an 
overrated bore? Well, the Natal 

Parks Board has gone a long way to help 
change your mind. It has established 
some very handy hides, from which many 
have cut their teeth on this trendy thing 
called birding. 

At Hluhluwe, for instance, there's a 
long winding corridor of reed poles to a 
hide overlooking a watering hole. There, 
at certain times , you will see animals 
coming down to drink. At all times, you 
will see a tree alive with bright yellow 
masked weavers , flying in and out of their 
hanging nests, carrying worms for their 
young, jostling each other - "Mind out you 
fool!" - and generally larking about. 

This represents the nursery slopes -
you hardly even need to focus your 
binoculars to muscle in on this 
microcosm. For the big league, on the 
other hand, there's the Lammergeyer hide 
at Giant's Castle Reserve in the 
Drakensberg. 

This is a very serious hide. You are 

advised to arrive at the hut on a remote, 
windswept hilltop before 8am, when it 
seems these rare bearded vultures come 
down to feed on the carcasses provided 
over weekends. Visitors here are on the 
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trail of some of the rarest birds of prey in 
the world, whose reputation dates back to 
antiquity. Birders from Japan to Germany 
have made ornithological pilgrimages to 
sit and wait (in worshipful silence) for the 
Lammergeyer to land. 

In search of feathered friends 
Our expedition showed an ominous 

disrespect for the proper practices of 
birding from the start, with a refusal to set 
off from the camp until after a large and 
lingering breakfast. Then, we arrived at 
the secluded six-seater hide to find a 
depleted carcass, it being a Monday. And 
no sign of a feathered friend of any kind. 

A Cape vulture or two flew down to 
scrap over the bones which they had 
obvously picked pretty clean in one of 
their boisterous Roman-style binges the 
weekend before. They flew off. We waited. 

We paged through the record book 
which recorded either jubilation or gloom 
according to whether or not the hallowed 
creature had been sighted. 



We empathised with a 1991 report from 
a BBC film crew. Camera, Action, Lights , 
Lammergeyer? Not a sausage! "Arrived 
with all our gear just before dawn. 14.30 
three of the party fell asleep. Massive 
boredom set in," the jaundiced leader 
scrawled. 

We warmed to an entry which 
lamented: "Weather cold, champagne 
warm". And we were debating whether to 
return to camp for a drink when, finally, a 
Lammergeyer came by. 

It swooped silently along the cliff face 
and its spectacular display of flying paved 
the way for a new group of ornithological 
nutters. If anything can convert the cynic 
to birding it is this magnificent creature. 

It has a majesty that sets it apart - as 
we found when the eagle landed. There it 
was, and thanks to the one-way glass of 
the hide, we were eyeball to eyeball with 
the Clark Kent of the cliffsides. 

The stuff of legends 
Lammergeyers or bearded vultures 

(Gypaetus Barbatus for the purists) have 
become the stuff that legends are made of, 
dating back to Pliny the Elder. 

Half way between an eagle and a 
vulture, this master soarer and glider has 
almost disappeared with the advance of 
civilisation. It is fast becoming Europe's 
rarest bird of prey with only about 70 to 
90 pairs surviving. 

In South Africa there are some 200 
pairs, confined to Lesotho and the 

Drakensberg where, according to former 
Giant's Castle ranger Bill Barnes, there is a 
nesting pair every five kilometres. He was 
the first to photograph the bird in 
Lesotho in 1961 and the resulting press 
publicity gave many people their fledgling 
glimpse of what turns out to be the 
ultimate gentle giant. 

Lammergeyer, pronounced to rhyme 
with slayer, is German for lamb killer -
which it is not. Serious birders don 't 
accept this name and refer to it as the 
bearded vulture to get rid of the 
confusion, and unjustified antagonism. 
This guy is strictly a goodie. 

According to the text books, the bird is 
a denizen of mountain escarpments where 
it needs an extensive system of steep 
slopes and cliffs for its kind of flying. 
Here it spends 90% of the daylight hours 
in flight. 

Once aloft there is very little wing 
flapping and lots of soaring or gliding -
and swoooping into the thermals to gain 
height. It spends a lot of time on what 
researcher Christopher Brown calls 
"recreational soaring" - round and round, 
apparently aimlessly. But it can cover up 
to 700 kms per day. 

Even the courtship flights can be 
dramatic acrobatic feats - couples are 
known to clutch each other's talons and 
fall through the atmosphere for hundreds 
of metres . 
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MAKING IT EASY 
TO TAKE IT EASY! 
WESTERN CAPE 
OATLANDS (02 1) 7861410 

SEABREEZE (024) 561400 

GARDE!",! ROUTE 
RIVERSIDE (0444) 966061 

EASTER!",! CAPE 
PINE LODGE (04 1) 534004 

MEDOLINO (0464) 41651 

NATAL CQAST 
KOELWATERS (03930) 32384 

PARADISE (03931) 30655 
(039) 37 30655 

HAPPY WANDERERS (0323) 51104 

ZINKWAZI (0324) 3344/3396 

DRAKE!"ISBER~ 
WHITE MOUNTAIN (0363) 24437 

DRAGON PEAKS (036) 468103 1 

MOUNT EVEREST (05861) 21816 

~ 
ORKNEYVAAL (018) 33270 

KLUB KOPPISOL (016) 561112 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL 
JOCK OF THE BUSHVELD (01315) 42178 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURES, 
RESERVATIONS AND MORE 

INFORMATION 

CONTACT CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 
P.O. BOX 139 SARNIA 3615 

PHONE: (031) 7014156 FAX: (031) 7014159 

□TOWN AND COUNTRY LODGES 
□CHALET & APARTMENT RESORTS 
□CARAVAN AND CAMPING RESORTS 
0 CARAVILLE IN MAURITIUS 

NAME ... 

ADDRESS ... . 

.. CODE 
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A diet of dry bones 
All this is accomplished on a diet 

of dry bones. Which is why, when 
the carcass outside the hide had 
been picked dry by the non-bearded 
vultures , the bearded wonder puts in 
an appearance. Alighting on a rock a 
little way from the carcass , the 
superbird blinked professorially over 
its black tuft of beard. 

Once we saw it on terra firma, this 
huge hang-gliding daredevil, its 
feathers ruffled by the mountain 
breeze, lost some of its mystique. It 
looked unexpectedly mild as it 
waddled around the carcass in 
baggy, feathered leggings. The 
carcass was approached with 
caution, and - compared with the 
bird's more common bald-headed 
colleagues - with some dignity. 

The hide gave us the time to 
study all this , 3 200m up, although I 
have to confess that we felt like 
eavesdroppers on another world. 
Then the Lammergeyer clumsily 
flapped its wings and took fli ght: the 
guardian of the skies on another 
secret mission, disguised as aimless 
soaring ... 

Most birders can claim to have 
said: The eagle has landed. The 
ultimate triumph is being able to say 
- The Lammergeyer has landed. 

Useful information 
The Giant's Castle Lammergeyer 

Hide is managed by the Natal Parks 
Board, and is open during the winter 
months from May to September. 
Expansion plans from March 1996 
will mean the hide will be able to 
accommodate 12 people. Carcasses 
are left out during weekends , when 
guests are driven to the hide. On 
weekdays, the keys may be 
borrowed from the conservator's 
office (RIO deposit).When planning 
your stay at the Giant's Castle Nature 
Reserve, book the hide at the same 
time - preferably six months in 
advance. Overnight accomodation 
ranges from mountain huts and two, 
three and five-bed bungalows to a 
luxury seven-bed lodge 

Bookings can be made by writing to: 
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Conservator: 
Giant's Castle 

Private Bag X7055 
Escourt 3310 

Telephone (0363) 24616 

The Best Way To Meet A Crocodile 

The closest thing to a dinosaur is alive and well and snapping about in KwaZulu Natal. 
We're not talkingJurassic Park exactly, but something almost as enthralling. Just a manageable 
drive out from Durban lie three of the province's crocodile parks ... housing the respected Nile 
Crocodiles, which are the largest and most dangerous reptiles left on earth. A 40 minute drive 
down the South Coast between Umkomaas and Scottburgh lies CROCWORLD. Managed by 
Arthur Wilmans it is the biggest croc show in Africa with over 10 000 of the creatures. Of 
course there's a lot more to see with videos, a nature trail and birdwatching ... and how could you 
resist a steak in their Crocodilian Restaurant?Arthur says, in fact , that the breeding of crocodiles 
as mean cuisine is huge business these days .. .. with 99% of their meat being exported. Whole 
carcasses are sent (less the head and feet which are stuffed and mounted for our more discerning 
visitors) with 8 tons a month to Hong Kong and 3-5 tons p.m. to Belgium for distribution in 
Europe. 

Open: 08h30-16h30 daily (17h00 in season) 
Feeding times: 11 h00 and 15h00 

Phone 0323-21103 
Old South Coast Road, Scottburgh 

Travelling North from Durban up the Dolphin Coast you soon find CROCODILE CREEK 
between Umhlanga and Ballito. Remember that these great hulking creatures sleep like gnarled 
fossilised trees until f eeding time, when they launch themselves across the water at incredible 
speeds to crunch up the proffered meat. Look out for crocs B.A. (Bad Attitude) - a mean and 
nasty fellow, Hanibal - a 600 kg hulking brute and Nosie - with his nose and half his jaw 
missing. As with all the Par/is they also have a selection of snakes, tortoises, wild birds and 
monkeys to view ... although here they're mostly seen on bush and hill trails. 

Open: 10h00 - 16h30 daily 
Feeding: 15h00, or 11 h00 and 15h00 on Sundays 

Demonstrations and tours: 10h30, 11h30, 14h30, 15h30 
Phone: 0322-23845 

If you're looking inland, head up to Botha's Hill where you'll find the Assagay Safari Park 
There in the Valley of 1 000 Hills you'll have a guide to take you past the snakes and lizards 01 

to the main event - their Nile crocs. You'll see croc breeding ponds and look out for Junior, one 
of the largest crocs in captivity. They have a colonial sty le restaurant with carvery or a-la-carte 
or braai faciliti es in the picnic area. 

Open: 09h00 - 16h30 daily 
Coach Tours: phone 031-3682848 



When in Durban, party 
as the locals do! 

If you're a night owl, you'll love Durban after dark. And all you need to get you through till dawn 
is this good times' guide from RUSSELL W ASSERF ALL.. ... 

Durban is a city with its own special 
set of rules when it comes to 

having a good time. They're easy to learn 
and well worth the effort. The main thing 
is to cruise. It's all very well being glued 
to a chair in the same bar for hours on 
end, but if you really want to party, you 
have to move about. 

In Cape Town anywhere will do for the 
evening as long as it's suitably cosmic. 
Johannesburg varies from the gauche to 
the positively seedy where R5 for a beer 
doesn't turn a head. Unless you're in 
Rockey Street where venues are next 
door to each other, you tend to stay put. 

What's nice about Durban is that 
everything is so easily accessible. you 
don't have to drive vast distances to get 
from place to place. So Durban's night 
owls move about, wafting through 
playground nights of music, drinks and 
good times. 

If you're on holiday without a car, or 
want to spare yourself the heartbreak 
of upsetting the boys in blue, catch a 
Tuk-Tuk. These zippy little motor trikes 
are inexpensive and fairly numerous in 

the beachfront area. 
For the in set, an evening out in 

Durban usually starts with a few drinks 
somewhere. Perhaps a toot or two at a 
friend's place, but more often at one of 
the numerous pubs in and around the 
city. 

In the beachfront area, perhaps the 
most trendy of all is Joe Kools. Full of the 
bold and beautiful, the surfers and 
models and much in between, it is the 
place to be seen. The venue is huge and 
boasts two outdoor decks, a good 
restaurant with a California-Mex 
influence, big bars and pool tables. 

Just along the way, the Cattleman 

opens its doors to a slightly older 
clientele. The smallish bar at the back of 
its decent steakhouse has been known to 
rock oh more than a few occasions. Both 
these venues are great for alfresco 
quaffing in the sultry summer heat of 
Durban. 

If these don't tickle your fancy, never 
mind, the beachfront is full of little places 
in the hotels which stretch from the Blue 
Waters Hotel near Battery Beach to 

Rutherford Street near Addington 
Hospital. You can barely throw a stick 
without hitting a pub of some sort. The 
famous and the notorious are all here. 
Father's Moustache, Magoo's, London 
Town Pub, The Cockney Pride, something 
for all tastes 

Venturing beyond the beachfront and 
into town or the leafy suburbs nearby can 
also be a gratifying experience. In Smith 
Street, opposite the City Hall, there's 
Rick's Cafe Parisienne. Patrons here tend 
to be somewhat sophisticated, just-in
from-the-theatre types interspersed with 
flamboyant actors and wannabes. This 
place can be quite a blast as the evening 
wears on. 

Within walking distance of Rick's, 
there's the Keg and Fiddle and the Royal 
Hotel which can also be good for a few 
ales. 

On the Berea, there are some excellent 
pickings. There's the slightly yuppie, 
very jocular Frog and Toad. Along Cowey 
Road in Cowey Centre, Mysteries does a 
good trade in single twenty and thirty
somethings and sales reps. 
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Also near Greyville Racecourse, in 
Stamford Hill Road is Queens Tavern . A 
striking pub-cum-restaurant set in a 
building which is a national monument, 
this venue has a lovely courtyard which 
positively jumps with action on 
weekends. 

Over in Morningside is Florida Road , a 
lovely area full of colonial buildings. 
There's the laid back Filler pub in the 
Hotel California as well as the Keg and 
Thistle just down the road . Florida Road 
has enough to offer in one stretch to keep 
you going for the whole night if 
necessary. There are good restaurants, a 
couple of pubs and the ever popular 
Bonkers night club full of beautiful people 
and wild ravers. 

So that's the early part of the evening 
taken care of. Now its time for the middle 
part of the evening. Perhaps a little 
dinner, a live band or just a change of 
scene to gear you up for the heavy part of 
the evening. 

Close to the beach area, on the corner 
of Pine Street and Brickhill Road, is 
Monk's Inn. It's been going for years and 
never disappoints . the crowd changes 
constantly but they always seem to be 
having a good time. The prime feature 

here is that they always book outstanding 
cover bands which play a broad variety of 
popular and alternative tunes. 

Just along the way in Point Road is 
Behind the Moon. This is where it gets 
interesting. Behind the Moon is an ethnic 
club with the audience boogeying down 
to the sounds of hot local talent. The 
main thrust is Afro-jazz with some fusion 
and other Afro sounds thrown in. A truly 
memorable party. 

Harlequins in Rutherford Street is an 
atmospheric club where there's a lot of 
fun to be had among a crowd mostly in 
the 25 - 35 age bracket. A decent pool 
room and an excellent resident band 
playing fusion of the Kenny G sort are the 
main attractions. The band, Let it Flow, 
features Andrew Young on sax and 
clarinet. 

Nearby in Winder Street is the Baghdad 
Cafe. This spacious venue has plenty of 
pool tables and occasional bands. A 
regular feature act is Durban's hottest 
export, Urban Creep. It's open through 
the week, but weekends are best, and it is 
a really warm and friendly place. 

If you travel along Point road towards 
the harbour mouth, you will soon spot 
the Vic Bar. A really charming little place, 

it is often full of the 
weirdest collection of 
people enjoying a 
wonderful 
atmosphere and 
really inexpensive 
Portuguese seafood. 
It's a bit rough and 
ready, but you will 
never be 
disappointed. 

Another good 
wicket is Africafe. 
The most popular 
nights are Tuesdays 
when it's student 
night, and Fridays 
when there are live 
acts. Reggae is king 
here with Twelve 
Tribes of Israel and 
Dan Kapuejah's new 
band Bhezula. 
Africafe is in Old Well 
Arcade in Smith 
Street and is 
decorated in Ndebele 
designs . The 
audience is very 
much a mixed bag. 

If pool is your 
thing, pool halls 

abound, There are plenty of them, and 
most bars and night clubs have a couple 
knocking about. Pool is always a good 
way to kill a few hours and meet new 
people. 

There's another way to find a hot spot, 
and that is to ask your Tuk-Tuk driver. Be 
careful though, you might end up in a 
strip joint like Neptune or Club 68. There 

Meet you at 
the Keg 

Innovation has to be the buzzword when 
it comes to KwaZulu Natal. Those 

thousands of South Africans who settle 
down at their local Kegfor a pint should 
give thanks to Durbanites Rob Mitchell and 
Denyc/1 Myers. 

In 1990 they opened the doors of the Keg 
and Thist le in Florida Road, Durban. 
Denyc/1 had just retumedfrom a sojourn in 
Canada where his brother and brother-in
law run a string of pubs .... and liavingfallen 
for the cliam1s of the British pub he moulded 
the concept to suit South African tastes. 

Soon the traditional, upmarket pub was 
attracting attention, and prospective 
publicans were queueing up for franchises. 
In 1991 the first pint was pulled at the Keg 
and Pheasant, and subsequently another 24 

opened all over the thi rsty land .. .. including 
one in Harare. 

Rob (who started KwaZulu Natal's 

popular Woodcutter's chain) and Derryck 
make afonnidable team .. . hitting the nail on 
the head with wholesome pub meals as well 
as an enviable range of both local and 
imported fish and chips cooked in draught 

beer batter and, of course, bangers and 
mash. 

As for their beer - over 35 imported as 
well as a range of traditional beers on tap 
ought to meet with the approval of even the 
most enthusiastic carouser. Cheers! 

For inf onnation 011 the Keg pub 

nearest your holiday spot, 
contact 031 303 2842 



are much better ways to spend your time. 
The first is Sand Pebbles. This popular 

night club, right on the beach has been a 
firm favourite with Durbanites for ages . It 
was recently upgraded and is a sort of 
multi-level entertainment complex. Its 
quite glitzy and attracts different crowds 
depending on what day of the week it is. 

Funk and fashion and "ooh baby why 
did you have to leave me" blares from 
Genesis, a glitzy club at the top of Smith 
Street. The stunningly decorated 
Bassline in Rutherford Street caters to the 
same musical tastes with some soul 
thrown in for good measure. 

330 is the place where the in set party 
from 11pm on a Saturday night onwards. 
It's very hip and full of models and people 
from all kinds of trendy and sophisticated 
walks of life. Music is techno and very 
loud. The venue, at 330 Point Road, is 
fully licensed and will give you the 
experience of a lifetime, if you can get 
past the doorman. 

Further along the Point, George Cinq is 
resplendent in a converted Victoria 
house. In a similar vein to 330, this club 
literally pumps until dawn. Again it 
attracts Durban's sophisticated set, but 
anything goes really. 

If Indie Rock and the alternative set is 
your thing, The Rift is where you want to 
be. Barney Simon once described the 
club as the best Indie Club in the country, 
and he was right. The Rift in St George's 
Street, is incredibly popular with the 
grungies and a host of other sub-culture 
rockers. 

By now, you might think as you look 
towards the sturdy looking exit doors of 
the club, the night is definitely over. Not 
so. It is the duty of everyone visiting 
Durban to experience the O'Cacador bar 
at least once. 

This exciting, hedonistic little bar is 
open all hours and stands somewhat 
inconspicuously in Point Road near the 
Wheel shopping centre. It is a great early 
morning meeting place after a jol and is 
full of a strange assortment of mad, tipsy, 
friendly people all having the time of their 
lives . 

To round it all off, you can wander 
down to the beach and watch the sun rise 
over the Indian Ocean. Sit there on the 
deserted sand, nursing your last beer and 
thank creation that you live in Africa and 
you're alive to see this breathtaking 
Durban dawn. 

One-Stop 
Tourist Sliop 
Don't even unpack until you've visited 

Tourist junction is the cry to out-of

towners these days. Situated on the first 

floor of the grand old station 

building, Towist]unction plans to satisfy 

your eve1y wish as a traveller. 

Described as a permanent tourist 

indaba and replacing the old Durban 

Publicity Association as well as taking 

over SATOUR's information function in 

Durban, Tourist junction will sort out 

your flights, hotel and tour booliings, car 

hire, foreign exchange, provide gifts from 

their curio shop and art gallery and even 

feed you in the continental-type 

restaurant, Cachet. Good news for get

away-from-it-all fans is that Natal Parks 

Board reservations can be made there. 

Other services offered in this one-stop 

tourist dream include a Far East travel 

agent, specialist accommodation counlly

wide in select homes,Jarms and cottages, 

a coach tour operator and exotic African 

travel packages for the 18-35 age group. 

The joint Services Board has an office 

there, too, cove1ing all of Kwa-Zulu 

Natal, tourist-wise. Come to think of it, 

Durbanites should take a looh too - they 

could leam a lot! 

Open: Mon to Fri: 08h00-l 7h00 

Sat and Sun: 09h00-14h00 

160 Gardiner Street 

Tel: 031-304-4934 

Aft~r hours info, the Teletourist Service 

(English) 031- 3053877, 

(Zulu) 031-3052723 

The beachf ront information centre, opposite 

the Beach Hotel, is still open as usual, as is 

the centre at Durban airport's Domestic 

Anivals hall. 
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MAKING I T EASY 
TO TAKE IT EASY! 

GARDEN ROUTE 
PINE LODGE 

EASTERN CAPE 
PINE LODGE 

HAGA HAGA 

(044 1) 711 974 

(041) 534004 
(04372) 6302 

NATAL COAST & ZULULAND 
ZINKWAZI (0324) 3344/3396 

GHOST MOUNTAIN INN (035) 573 1025 

DRAKENSBERG 
HEBRON HAVEN (033) 234420 1 

WHITE MOUNTAIN (0363) 24437 

DRAGON PEAKS (036) 468 103 1 

MOUNT EVEREST (05861) 21816 

~ 
OLIFANTSNEK (0 142) 92208 

EASTERN TRANSVAAL 
SUMMIT LODGE (0 1315) 71058 
SAFARI LODGE (0 1317) 67 113 

MATUMI (0 1528) 32452 

MAURITIUS 
PEARLE BEACH HOTEL (03 1) 70 14156 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURES, 
RESERVATIONS AND MORE 

INFORMATION 

CONTACT CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 
P.O. BOX 139 SARNIA 3615 

PHONE: (031) 7014156 FAX: (031) 7014159 

□TOWN AND COUNTRY LODGES 
□CHALET & APARTMENT RESORTS 
□CARAVAN AND CAMPING RESORTS 
O CARAVILLE IN MAURITIUS 

NAME ... 

ADDRESS 

CODE 
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DURBAN RESTAURANTS* 
Restaurant Address Tel. No 

y 
Aldo's Restaurant 15 Gillespie Street 368 1818 
Api Taki 320 West Street 305 4451 
Arena Park Seebran Centre, Roads 618/619, Chatsworth 433 978 
Athenian Tavern 4 John Milne Road, off West Street 368 1785 
At Lindi's Colonial Mutual Building, Mark Lane 3071182 
Cafe Geneve Old Well Arcade 301 3102 
Captain's Seafood Restaurant Cowey Park, Cowey Road 268 354 
Cattleman 139 Lower Marine Parade 368 1559 
Cave Rock Cafe Pick 'n Pay Centre, Grey Inns Road , Bluff 477 589 
Charcoal Haven 5 Tyzack Street 377 201 
Christina's Restaurant 130 Florida Road, Morningside 303 2111 
Coimbra Restaurant 130 Gillespie Street 327 876 
Colony Restaurant First Floor, Oceanic, Sol Harris Crescent 368 2789 
Debonair's Pizza 3 Brickhill Road, off West Street 325 684 BY0 
Eastern Rendezvous Blue Lagoon, Northway 232 032 0 
El Cubano 136 Florida Road , Morningside 232 861 • 
Elarish Restaurant Southway Mall , Titren Road , Rossburgh 465 9576 • 
Finnigans 5 Marine Parade 325 893 • 
Frango's 11 Brown's Drift Road, Umgeni Park 836 836 BY0 

Frango's 123 Argyle Road 309 5606 BY0 

The Point Comes Alive Golden Chopsticks Belmont Arcade, I West Street 328 970 • 
Grand Rapids Spur Pick 'n Pay Centre, Grays Inn Road, Bluff 47 3955 • 
Gringo's Cantina 28 Kearsney Road 320 519 • 

"Masijabule" (let's be happy) is the Joe Kool's 137 Lower Marine Parade 329 697 • 
Kanders House of Curries Rydal Mount Complex 321 961 • unifying theme for this year's Durban Kango's Restaurant The Workshop, 99 Aliwal Street 307 5277 • 

Point Easter Festival which takes place La Dolce Vita Durdoc Centre, 460 Smith Street 301 8161 • 
Langoustine by the Sea 13 Waterkant Road, Durban North 837 7324 • over the four-day Easter holiday. And La Pizza Pazza Glenore Centre, Aubrey Drive, Glenashley 524 075 BY0 

that challenge can't be ignored by Le St. Geran 31 Aliwal Street 304 7509 • 
anyone lucky enough to be in Durban Laurentino's Sunningdale Centre, Sunningdale Village 525 123 • 

Legends Late Night Restaurant Musgrave Centre, Musgrave Road 210 733 • 
over Easter when they see what's in Maan Hing Buxtons Village, Moore Road, Glenwood 210 115 • 
store for them. Maitre Pers 6 Mona Road 328 866 • 

Just some of the sporting activities 
Mermaid Restaurant New Durban Station, NMR Avenue 309 3046 • Mykonos 14 West Street 370 343 • planned are the international World Natterjacks South Beach Shopping Centre, 28 Gree! Place 378 201 • 

Enterprise Sailing Championships, the Newlands Restaurant 784 Inanda Road, Newlands 874 843 • 
Noddy's Restaurant Lower Marine Parade 329 776 BY0 

National Jet Ski Championships, O'Hagans 63 Umhlanga Rocks Drive, Durban North 849 866 • 
regattas, rubber ducky racing and a Oliver Twist Restaurant 221 West Street 374 055 • 

Pick 'n Shovel Brickhill Parkade, Brickhill Road 373 088 • Longboat Rowing Challenge. Fishing Pieces of Eight Overport City, Ridge Road 280 239 • 
fans can try their luck in an off-shore Pizza d ' Oro 11 Field Street 301 5649 BY0 

competition, underwater enthusiasts Plato's 12 Broadway, Durban North 838 151 • 
Porterhouse Bluff Centre, 884 Bluff Road 466 5566 0 

can dive for treasure in the Snorkelling Queens Tavern 16 Stamfordhill Road 309 4017 • 
Treasure Dive at Vetch 's Pier and Rick's Cafe Americaine The Playhouse, Albany Grove 304 3297 • 

Rib Inn 87 Victoria Embankment 301 3291 • swimmers get their chance in the 1 km RJ's Buxtons Buxtons Village, Moore Road, Glenwood 211 751 BY0 

Surf Swim, Surf Ski and Surf Lifesaving Roma Revolving Restaurant John Ross House, Victoria Embankment 376 707 • 
Sand Pebbles Restaurant South Beach Walk 398 2447 • events. Sandonato's 151 Seventh Avenue, Mornings ide 3032149 BY0 

If you 're happier on dry land, what Scribes Pub & Restaurant 21 Fenton Road 307 4311 • 
about a boxing tournament, gymnastics Scoozi Trattoria Silvervause Centre, Silverton Road 223 406 BY0 

Shunter's Arms The Workshop, 99 Aliwal Street 304 5626 • and tumbling displays, a Hole-in-0ne Sorrento Restaurant Musgrave Centre, Musgrave Road 223 562 • 
Golf Invitation, go-karts, stock cars and Spagetti Junction - Marine Parade 243 Marine Parade 324 913 • 
short circuit motor-cycles? There's more Spagetti Junction - The Wheel The Wheel, Gillespie Street 323 217 • 

Squire's Loft 295 Florida Road , Morningside 303 1110 • to come for those not into participation Steers Fast Foods 365 West Street 306 1298 BY0 

- an Outdoor Sport & Leisure Display, Thatcher's Restaurant Parkview Hotel , 17 Bascombe Place 374 311 

flea market, fun fair, bungee jumping 
The Blue Zoo Cafe Mitchell Park, Morningside 303 2265 
The Cellar The Playhouse, Albany Grove 304.3631 

and steam train rides around the Point The Conservatory 245 Voortrekker Street, Jacobs 484 603 

Waterfront. And there 'll be lots of The Coronado Spur The Wheel, Gillespie Street 373 134 

food and drink available in the Festival 
The Grasshopper Marine Sands, Marine Parade 323 929 
The Keg and Anchor 416 Umbilo Road 255 337 

Hall where symphony, jazz and The Keg and Fiddle 58 Albany Grove 304 1104 

contemporary music is on offer during The Keg and Friar G!enore Centre, Aubrey Drive, Glenashley 566 322 
The Keg and Thistle 140 Florida Road Morningside 235 315 

the festival. The Orient 191 Marine Parade 372 083 

And let's not forget that these four The Petit Suisse Cafe Musgrave Centre, Musgrave Road 224 038 BY 
The Tartan Dog The Wheel, Gillespie Street 320 216 • fun-filled days will all focus on the Point The Windmill 66 Gillespie Street 368 1821 • 

Waterfront Development Scheme and Tong Lok 562 Point Road 370 736 • 
create more awareness about the Tropicale 131 St. Andrews Street, Albert Park 301 6040 • 

Upstairs Restaurant 19 Hermitage Street 306 2707 • historically rich Point area. See you Villa d' Este 29 Gillespie Street 370 264 • 
there! Wimpy- Berea New Berea Centre, Berea Road 214 820 BY0 

For more information, call Wimpy- Game City Game City, 10 Stamford Hill Road 309 165 • 
Wimpy - Malvern Malvern Shopping Centre 448 117 • Greater Durban Marketing Authority Wimpy- Marine Parade 34 West Street 378 883 • 

on 031-3044934. Woodcutters 504 Windermere Road, Morningside 303 1988 • 
*Members of S.A. Restaurant Guild 
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Bright 
Shi11y 
Beads 

KwaZulu-Natal is one of the best sources 
in the country for locally-crafted 

beadwork. Why not use your holiday to 
find yourself a serious souvenir, a 

stunning fashion accessory or piece of 
investmentcraftwork? 

We sent DIANNE BARNARD shopping ... 

Aainbow of beads loops the length 

nd breadth of Kwa-Zulu Natal , 

fashioned by some of the most skilled 
fingers in the world into everything from 

bracelets and bowls to dolls and 

spectacle holders. But to the untrained 
eye a bead is a bead is a bead so how was 

1, as a shopper, to make sure that what I 

was looking at was the genuine article? 

And top quality at that? 

A chat with Carey May, development 
co-ordinator of the African Art Centre, 

soon put my mind at rest. With her 

enthusiasm and extensive knowledge of 
the craftworks (both old and 

contemporary) of Kwa-Zulu Natal, she 

convinced me that even a rank amateur 

such as myself needed only a few pointers 

to spot the differences between excellent 
and ordinary beadwork. 

Obviously the outlets for beadwork are 

easily found: studios and craft shops 
around the Valley of a Thousand Hills, for 

instance; the Victoria Street Market in 

Durban; pavement sellers along the 
Durban beach front; the fabulously

stocked curio centre in Howick ... one 

could go on and on. However it's to the 

African Art Centre in Guildhall Arcade (off 

Gardiner Street in central Durban) that 
the really serious collectors go. 

Here you can be assured not only that 

your craftworks (beaded or otherwise) 

are made locally and not in some foreign 

sweatshop - but also of excellent prices. I 
saw traditional Zulu headrests (wood 

carved into a cradle for neck and head) 

which were selling for R280, whereas 

Carey assured me they would sell as 

antiques for over R3 000 in Johannesburg! 
The quaint little shop, fragrant with the 

smell of plaited grass and echoes of 
woodsmoke, is not however simply for 
the academic collector. A few rands will 
secure you a beaded napkin ring (R7,25) , 
a beaded South African flag (Rl0,25) , 
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keyrings , earrings , 
bracelets ... or my 
personal favourites , 
bead-covered mugs at 

R39. 
Look for quality 
So what ensures 

that these are top 
quality? First, look for 
strong, clear colours. 
Then check the string. 
If this is cheap and 
flimsy, your beads will 
soon scatter to the 
four winds. Check that 
there are no knots 
visible, as workers' 

eyes are soon strained 
by this fine work, so 
some of the detail can 
be overlooked. 

Look also at how 
tightly worked the artefact is. As with 
Persian carpets, where value increases 
with the number of knots per square inch, 
so the best beadwork holds the most 
number of beads per square inch. The 
quality pieces I examined were so closely 
beaded, they looked like beautifully 
patterned, woven cloth. 

A strict quality control system 
operates at the Art Centre. Every Friday, 
beadworkers from outlying areas arrive at 
the shop and present their handiwork to 
the Centre's eagle-eyed staff for scrutiny. 
Poor merchandise is rejected, so 
customers can be confident that every 
item there has been carefully checked. 

The history of 
beadwork in this 
province goes back a 
long way, and is hugely 
complex, but these days 
it would probably be 
safe to say that the 
Diors of beadworkers 
come from the Tugela 
Ferry region - where the 
best beadworkers have 
always lived. 

A living tradition 
Beadwork is still put 

to use in traditional Zulu 
fashion , and one of best 
times and places to 
appreciate it as such 
would be at a Shembe 
festival. Members of the 
public are allowed to 
attend certain of them 

and, if you're interested, details are 
available at the shop. 

Also on permanent display in the shop 
are traditional items from the private 
collection of Jo Thorpe, who ran the 
African Art Centre for many years and was 
one of the first people in this country to 
acknowledge the beauty and value of local 



craft art. I was intrigued by some of the 
early headgear worn by married women: 
bead-covered tins which a man would 
decorate and fill with sweets for his 
intended. The more elaborate the 
weaving of the beads, the more impressed 
she would be. (I liked the sound of that, 

Putting Beads 
To Work 

When you take a ride out to the Valley 

of a Thousand Hills, allow yourself time to 

stop off in the residential suburb of 

Winston Park. Here you'll find 

housewives-turned-entrepeneurs Jean 

Foster and Debbie Kuiper-Smith who, 

together with Margaret Mpulo, run a 

thriving project called Masakane 

Bead work. 

The women stepped in when a local 

beadwork outlet (run by Operation 

Hunger) had to close. Many of the 

beaders ' families were dependent on this 

source of income, so Jean and Debbie 

stepped in. They started with 50 beaders 

and now work with over 200. 

Masakane Beadwork (it translates into 

"work together and win together'') now 

has outlets all over the province -

including a very smart one at Umhlanga 

Rocks where the black, gold and silver 

beadworks are extremely popular. 

They also sell directly from their homes 

in Winston Park and, as all profits go 

directly back to the beaders, it 's a 

worthwhile concern. Their prices are 

good, too: beaded mugs for about R20; 

beaded monkeyfruits from RIO to R20; 

sunglass chains for RS; and thick bead 

chokers at R 15. 

For more information telephone 

Masakane Beadwork on 

(031) 753742/ 752615. 

Or call at 41 Montgomery Drive, 

Winston Park, during working hours. 

since most of us have enough trouble 
getting chocolates and roses these 
days ... ) 

Back on the purchasable side of the 
shop, the Zulu love letters are instantly 
recognisable - and in fact are now 
exported to Paris. The use of these 
beaded messages as a form of visual 
language, sadly, has virtually died out so 
the subtle meanings which were 
expressed in the past are no longer 
understood. Each love letter, therefore, is 
sold with a leaflet explaining the meaning 
of the colours: white signifies love, red 
indicates much love in spite of poverty -
and beware of pink which indicates 
extreme poverty! 

Expert on repairs 
Another service offered by the centre 

is that of beadwork repair. Hlengiwe 
Dube, who works at the shop, is not only 
a beadworker and authority on the 
subject but is one of the few experts on 
repairing beadwork - which is usually 
posted to her for a revamp. 

I've been concentrating here on 
beadwork, but while you're on the 
premises, take a look at the Centre's 
basketwork and wood carvings. Among 
the best basketwork around is the work 
done by the men of Hlabisa in Northern 
KwaZulu-Natal. (In fact the Durban Art 
Gallery collects pieces from Hlabisa as art 
works.) Then the wood carvings from 
Empangeni artists (such as Bafana 
Mkhize) are also excellent. You may be 

lucky enough to spot a wooden teapot, 
cups and saucers all made of mThamboti 
wood. And, yes the resin is poisonous, 
but once the wood has dried it is totally 
non-toxic. 

So if you're serious about your 
souvenir0 hunting, a visit to the African Art 
Centre will establish a beadwork 
benchmark for you. Not only will you 
receive expert advice if you want it, but 
you can be sure that you're viewing 
quality pieces - for which the hard
working craftspeople have also been 
appropriately rewarded. This way, we 
all win. 

For more information, 

telephone (031) 304-7915. 

Or call at the African Art Centre, 

8 Guildhall Arcade, 

35 Gardiner Street, Durban. 

~ . ~odtje ?lout 
Set in beautifully landscaped gardens, this 

d modern, comfortable, fully air-conditioned 
(J 

9 lodge has s · eight luxurious rooms. 

Cnr. Davidson & Launder Lanes, 
Meerensee 3901, Richards Bay. 
PO Box 10105, Meerensee 3901 

Tel. (0351) 31350 
Fax {0351) 31361 
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SATOUR GRADED HOTELS IN KWAZULU-NATAL 
NAME OF ESTABLISHMENT LOCATION GRADING TELEPHONE NO. 
SERVICED ACCO MM ODA TION 
Beach Hotel Durban Three-star (031) 375511 
Brackenmoor Hotel Uvongo Three-star (03931) 50065 
Shortens Country House Umhlali Four-star (Silver) (0322) 71140 
Hilton Hotel Hilton Three-star (0331) 33311 
Cayley Lodge Winterton Three-star (036) 4681222 
Cavern Berg Resort Bergville Two-star (036) 43862 70 
Little Switzerland Resort Bergville Three-star (036) 4386220 
Royal Hotel Ladysmith Three-star (0361) 22176 
Royal Hotel Durban Five-star (Silver) (031) 3040331 
Beach Lodge Hotel Margate Two star (03931) 20372 
Cathedral Peak Hotel Winterton Three-star (036) 4881888 
Stillwater Protea Hotel Vryheid Two-star (033) 5031482 
Himeville Arms Himeville Two-star (033722) 5 
Beverly Hills Sun Umhlanga Five-star (031) 5612211 
Drakensberg Sun Winterton Four-star (036) 4681000 
Elangeni Sun Durban Four-star (031) 371321 
Holiday Inn Garden Court - North Beach Durban Three-star (031) 327361 
Holiday Inn Garden Court - South Beach Durban Three-star (031) 372231 
Nottingham Road Hotel Nottingham Road Two-star (0333) 36151 
City Lodge Hotel Durban Two-star (031) 321447 
Holiday Inn Garden Court - Marine Parade Durban Four-star (031) 373341 
Sani Pass Hotel & Leisure Resort Himeville Three-star (033) 7011435 
Imperial Hotel Pietermaritzburg Three-star (0331) 426551 
The Westville Westville Three-star (031) 866326 
Holiday Inn Garden Court - Newcastle Newcastle Three-star (03431) 28151 
Holiday Inn Garden Court - Ulundi Ulundi Three-star (0353) 21121 
Karridene Protea Hotel lllovo Beach Three-star (031) 963332 
Landhaus Karin Dargie Two-star(Silver) (03324) 4274 
Old Halliwell Country Inn Howick Four-star (Silver) (0332) 302602 
Crossways Country Inn Hilton Two-star (0331) 33267 
Fern Hill Hotel Tweedie Three-star (0332) 305071 
Pumula Hotel Umzumbe Two-star (0391) 6717 
Karos Richards Hotel Richards Bay Three-star (0351) 31301 
Karos Edward Hotel Durban Four-star (031) 373681 
The Palace Protea Hotel Durban Three-star (031) 328351 
Villa Prince Imperial Guest House Vryheid Two-star (0381) 802610 
Karos Bayshore Inn Richards Bay Two-star (0351) 31246 
Palm Ridge Guest House Margate Two-star (03931) 71347 
Rawdons Hotel Nottingham Road Three-star (0333) 36044 
Karos Mont-Aux-Sources Hotel Mont-Aux-Sources Three-star (036) 4386230 
Ghost Montain Inn Mkuze Two-star (035) 5731025 
Westbrook Beach Hotel Tongaat Two-star (0322) 42021 
Rob Roy Hotel Botha's Hill Three-star (031) 7771305 
Tradewinds Hotel Mtunzini Two-star (0353) 401411 
Mount Currie Inn Kokstad Two-star (037) 7272178 
Hage Hall Hotel & Conference Centre Hillcrest Three-star (031) 7655996 
Quay West Hotel Richards Bay Three-star (0351) 53306 
Bridge Hotel Winterton Two-star (036) 4881554 
Venture Inn Hotel Umtentweni One-star (0391) 50110 
The Drifters Inn Bergville One-star (0364) 386130 
Seaboard Protea Hotel Durban Three-star (031) 373601 
Everglades Hotel & Conference Centre Dargie Three-star (03324) 4113 
Jacaranda Lodge Louwsburg Three-star (0388) 75200 
Quay West Hotel Meerensee Three-star (0351 ) 533065 
Oyster Box Umhlanga Rocks Three-star (031) 5612233 
Salt Rock Hotel Salt Rock Two-star (0322) 5025 
San Lameer Estate Hotel South broom Four-star (03931) 30011 
Wartburger Hof Country Hotel Wartburg Three-star (033) 5031482 
Oaks Hotel Richmond Two-star (03322) 2324 
GRADED SELF CA TERI NG 
Margate Sands Margate Four-star (03931) 21541 
Marine Terrace Margate Three-star (03931) 74075 
Karridene Timeshare lllovo Beach Three-star (031) 963335 
Oribi Gorge Hutted Camp Paddock One-to-Two- Star (0397) 91644 
Umlalazi Nature Reserve Mtunzini (N.P.B.) Two-star (0353) 401836 
Palm Park Margate Three-star (03931) 74981 
ACCREDITED GUEST & COUNTRY HOUSES 
Ayton Manor Country House lzotsha Accredited (0391) 4577 
Babanango Valley Lodge 2abanango Accredited (0358) 350062 
Fugitives Drift Lodge Rorke's Drift Accredited (03425) 34:, 
Happy Hill Guest Lodge Lidgeton Accredited (03324) 4380 
Selboume Country Lodge Pennington Accredited (0323) 51133 
Prince's Grant Golf Lodge Stanger Accredited (0324) 93873 
Watervale Country House lnchanga Accredited (0353) 34918 
GRADED PRIVATE GAME RESERVES 
Game Valley Lodge Cascades Four-Star (03393) 787 
Zulu Nyala Safaris Hluhluwe Three-star (035) 5620169 
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THE LAST THING WE EXPECTED WAS TO BE GIVEN 
THE HIGHEST HOTEL AWARD IN THE WORLD FOR DOING 

·WHAT COMES NATURALLY. 

Recently, Satour presented us with the internationally prestigious silver stars for what to us has always been second 

nature - making our guests' stay with us that much more pleasant and rewarding. It is largely thanks to these guests, in 

fact, that we have achieved such recognition. For the criteria of judging is based on what guests most want when 

staying away from home. Not wanting to miss out on this golden opportunity, may we also point out that The Royal is 

the only five-star hotel in Natal to have received such an accolade. Indeed, perhaps it is fitting that after going that 

extra mile for our guests all these years, they've just paid us back in silver. 

* The Royal 
***** SILVER 

THERE IS NO OTHER HOTEL QUITE LIKE IT. 

~ 
HOTELS 
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GMSt 
resort hotel 

Unwind in our congenial 
and friendly atmosphere -
in the heart of the 
Drakensberg -
breathtaking scenery -
luxury - accommodation -
tasty country cooking -
excellent facilities and 
all-inclusive tariff of 
exceptional value. 

TEL: (036) 4681068 
FAX: (036) 4681390 
PVT. BAG X14, WINTERTON, 3340 
NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA 




