
F acuity of Humanities 
School of Languages 
lsiZulu Program 
4 July 2000 

The Director of the School of Languages 
Prof. T Olivier 

Dear Prof Olivier 

WORKSHOP HELD ON 1 JULY 2000 

I write to report that the workshop, which was hosted by lsiZulu Program, was a great 
success. The Dean of the F acuity of Humanities made a contribution when he 
mentioned that it was common also in Ireland to come across unusual sites, which 
people equated with their religious beliefs. 

Dr Ben Smith who is an expert on rock art made a valuable contribution. He had gone to 
see the site the previous day and was quite impressed by what he saw. He found local 
people busy clearing the area and they told him many stories about the rock site. He 
however enlightened us that there was a difference between rock engravings and rock 
carvings. The huge rocks, which are found in that area, seem not to have been carved 
or man-made but rather are natural features. H e further pointed out the distinction 
between rock art sites and living heritage sites as these fall under different sections of 
the National Heritage Resources Act. He then threw the study to Anthropologists, 
Geologists and Amata AkwaZulu. He also said that the geologists would be in a position 
to give scientific explanations as to the age and formation of the rocks at the site. He 
then showed us slides from his rock art collection. Many of what he showed us are 
found in the Drakensberg. He mentioned that Amata has records of some rock art 
painting sites in the South Coast region but Amata do not yet have a record of living 
heritage sites as listed by the Department of isiZulu. Dr Smith said whatever decision 
academics might come up with, can never override the beliefs of local people about the 
site at Etsheni. If people feel that it is a configuration of St Mary there is no way that we 
can deny them that decision. 

Fortunately, we had an Anthropologist from Natal Museum in Pietermaritzburg, Dr. 
Frans Prins who enlightened us on the religion and cultural part of rock art. He too 
emphasized the importance as living heritage of sites used by communities for religious 
or cultural activities. 

Prof. Musa Xulu, who is the Deputy Director General of Arts, Culture, Science and 
Technology at National level, mentioned that it was very urgent that academics at UDW 
(i.e. from the Geology, History, lsiZulu-School of Languages, Anthropology, Theology, 
etc) and elsewhere, work closely with Amata AkwaZulu especially with Miss Beth Wahl, 
who is an archaeologist working on rock art and paintings, the Natal Museum staff 
especially Ors Frans Prins and Anne Solomon. Together with the local community of the 
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Ugu region they should a write proposal to be submitted to his Department, at the 
earliest convenience. The Minister of Environmental Affairs Minister, Narand Singh is 
also going to be part and parcel of the consortium. He has already made a large 
contribution towards a way forward for the development of ETsheni site and also visited 
the site together with the Deputy DOG of DACST. His contribution will involve the 
environmental impact of the study. 

He said talk about the site is now exhausted and he required action. He said funding 
the project was not a problem. He felt that the project thus far, had not been thoroughly 
researched. We could also ask Ecotourism Research Unit which is headed by Dr Staal 
Burger to be part of the consortium. At this conference, he talked about the concept of 
tourism and its impact on the local community. This was also extremely informative. 

lnkosi uDuma also expressed his gratitude at what UDW was doing to put his land on 
the forefront. He also felt that it was very urgent that something is done towards 
protecting ETsheni site. 

The meals' catering company was also satisfactory. We had both African and Indian 
food for our menu. The meeting closed just after 15h30 including an afternoon tea. The 
matter has got to be reported to Prof Ramashala and Mr Prem Naidoo so that they 
could assist us with seed money to start collecting information in preparation for the 
main proposal. Field workers need to go down to the South Coast to engage in 
collecting stories around ETsheni site from local people. I must also mention that this 
project has to date not as yet received any funding or sponsorship. 

I have included possible topics to be dealt with by academics from UDW and elsewhere. 

Yours sincerely 

Prof. P. J. Zungu 




