
1 TITLE OF THE PROJECT 

HERITAGE TOURISM POTENTIAL IN THE UGO REGION. 

1 THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of this investigation is to identify the tourism potential of the Ugu Region in terms of historical 

and cultural sites as well as natural resources, in order to establish a sustainable tourism package that will 

benefit the people living in the area. 

2 BACKGROUND 

Compared to the Northern part of KwaZulu-Natal with its battlefields and nature reserves and the 

enhancement of the Midlands, the southern area of the province has not developed as far as tourism is 

concerned. There are however, areas that are ear-marked for future tourism development. It has to be 

emphasised that this type of development does not and can not happen overnight and largely depends on 

input from the local community. One such an area is the Ugu, where definite possibilities exist to establish 

such a tourism infrastructure. 

3 LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREAS. 

Ugu Region is a vast area lying between the UMkhomazi and UMthavuna rivers along the coast. TI1ere are a 
lot of exciting phenomena in the area. For instance, Highflats area, 24 kilometres from Ixopo and 67 km 
from UMzinto on R612, shows great potential for the development of tourism in the area. Highflats is about 
170 km from Durban and 110 km from Pietennaritzburg. The area as between Highflats and UMzinto and 
from Highflats to UMzimkhulu river on the North and UMthavuna in the South have great potential for 
tourism. There are a lot of San caves, some with rock paintings, i.e. along the UMgodi River. Caves are also 
found at KwaDumisa, and lfafa at a place known as KwaMgayi. There is a religious shrine at KwaDumisa 
plus unusual mountain sites all of which have not been identified or declared Heritage sites. The area along 
the old St Faiths Road has also a lot of unrecorded history. This was a famous ox-waggon road during the 
Voortrekker period. The area in question falls under the following chiefs. 
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Inkosi 
Inkosi 
Inkosi 
Inkosi 
Inkosi 
Inkosi 
Inkosi 

C. Khawula 
Dumisa 
Langalethu DJamini 
Phumowakhe Cele 
Sphekepheke Hadebe 
from Mabheleni 
from Nomageje et cetera 

4 OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH 

5 

The objectives of the research are to:-

- Established the historical facts (oral and written) regarding the history of the area and identify 
historical sites. 

- Identify cultural resources (arts and artefacts, performers and manufacturers, storytellers, etc.) 
- Research the place names in the area. 
- Identify the natural resources of the area. 
- Identify the fauna and flora of the area. / 
- Established guidelines for the development of this area .Is a tourist attraction. 

RELEVANCE OF TIIE RESEARCH / 
i 

It will be the first time that academics, from diffe~ent disciplines and backgrounds at (a) tertiary 
institution/s, politicians, businessmen, traditional.leaders and various other stakeholders who are 
citizens of this province, work together at this level to uncover the potential of tourism and the 
benefits it can bring to a local community/communities. Apart from the involvement of senior 
researchers at a lower level, they will also be involved in the research process. 

The rock paintings found in the area are of significant importance to the local and international 
people. There is even possibility that more rock paintings could be uncovered in other area of Ugu. 
An effort should be made to obtain the history of the African people in the various areas. It is 
evident that there is a great deal of interesting history belonging to all the communities' 
whereabouts, and Mr. Ngcongo's accounts, all refer to unrecorded local and oral history that 
should be recovered. There are a number of old C 19 farm houses in the area of which no record 
exists. In association with Mr.Duma and local historical society, this history should be made 
publicly accessible. A short tourist trial could be established around Highflats with the 
collaboration of the local communities. If suitable, one of the caves could be utilised for 
performances. A cultural festival could be held at this site once a year at the same level as Splashy 
Fen. Further developments should include the Rhodes house, nature reserves and scenic drives. 

The African population staying in the area are poor and developing this area as a tourist 
destination could mean an increase in living standards. This kind of tourism development has the 
potential to make particularly important contributions to the economic growth of the area and the 
creation of jobs. 

The adventure tourism potential of this region is currently poorly developed and there is an 
opportunity to create and alternative to what is currently on offer with regards to adventure travel 
and tourism in the region. 

6 UN-IDENTIFIED HERITAGE SITES 
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6.1 RIVERS IN THE AREA 

The UMzimkhulu and UMkhomazi Rivers are the biggest rivers in this area and have their ongms 
in the Drakensberg, while the UMpambanyoni and UMthwalume rivers originate in the Highflats 
area. The rivers are fast flowing due to the contour of the land. Although situated in a high rainfall 
region, the level of the river varies during summer months. The possibility of rafting should be 
investigated. Last year Zungu wrote an article on; Toponymic lapses in Zulu Place Names of 
KwaZulu-Natal. She unearths the lapses in the naming and pronunciation of River names in the 
South Coast of KwaZulu-Natal. Refer to annexure. There are a lot of inland rivers which are 
tributaries of the national rivers not yet identified/declared as heritage sites .. 

6.2 LOCATION OF THE CAVES 

6.2.1 UMgodi Caves 

The caves in UMgodi River valley of Fann Crystal Waters, belong to SAPPI forestry. The caves 
are about 15km from the SAPP! Saligna Forest station beside the R617 (Ixopo/Highflats Road). 
Of particular interest is pleasant, shallow valley in which the caves are found. The caves are easily 
accessible. 

The bigger cave is quite shallow as compared to the ones at Ifafa, 
nevertheless it can accommodate a few people in a seated position, as observed. 

Near the river there is an usual site of a rock emerging like a crocodile from the river. Most 
journalist whom we have accompanied to this place also observe this rock art resembling a 
crocodile. 

San men carried arrows in a quiver, usually made of bark. Men's equipment was carried in a skin. 
(Refer to picture. Rock paintings and· one of the caves from UMgodi) It is also said that they 
started engraving images of white settlers in the turm of the century. It is not surprising then to see 
the image of a white man. 

There are also huge holes which look like the homes of rock rabbit and other wild animals in the 
area. We found fresh dung of these animals although we did not see them. 

6.2.2 IFafa Caves at KwaMgaye. 

There are several caves in this area and they could accommodate more than thirty people. They 
also mentioned that there was another huge cave, which is called a hotel. (Ihhotela) The 
informant Mr Mkhize is prepared to take the field workers there. 

The informants also mentioned that the last occupants of these caves were the Rastafarians. This was in 
1994. They were so comfortable in these caves that they had actually brought their bedding. The caves at 
KwaMgaye have compartment and it is very easy for people to be cave neighbours 

When the field workers visited the caves with journalists form The Saturday Independent Press, a lot of 
unemployed friendly local women and children joined them in the caves. They mentioned that they 
usually hide in these caves during times of war. Mr Mkhize had also a lot of stories to tell about these 
caves. That is where he does his fasting during times oftnn,1-~le and his wife merely brings him food, and 
may not talk to him. She leaves the food at the entranq;, of the cave for her husband. Mr Mkhize 
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mentioned that he only returns to his home when the problem he has been praying for has been solved. 
By the way, Mr Mkhize is a traditionalist herbalist and is not a Christian. This means that non
Christians or people who may not appear to be religious, also undergo a fasting period. 

The San used to worship the eland. The Shamans (San Sangornas) always aspired to possess the eland's potency. A 
Shaman was a person who was full of potency which could be likened to eletricity. It could be harnessed but 
uncontrolled or could even be dangerous. When the potency was at a boiling point it rose up the shaman's spine 
and would enter trance. This enables the shaman to perform supernatural things. 

The art rock abounds in images of eland. The eland appears in various postures and various perspectives like 
standing, running, with head outstretched, with uplifted head smelling the wind, lying down upside down as though 
dead; uplifted head et cetera. It is thus not surprising to find so many symbols of elands depicted. The painted 
eland appears in red pigment. The red pigment was made of ochre or ferric oxide ground down to a fine powder. 
Various shades of red and burnt sienna can be obtained by heating ferric oxide in fire. Red is the most durable 
colour. White, usually a more fugitive colour, was made from a range of substances, including silica, clay and 
gypsum. Black paint was made from charcoal, soot and minerals such as manganese. The medium or liquid in 
which these pigments were mixed was. Amino acids, antelope blood, fat, urine, eggwhite, and plant sap. 

Those San who worshipped the eland, relied on it in order to carry out their rituals the most important rituals 
involved 

The boys first kill (of an eland) when he reaches puberty. 
At the girls puberty 
At the marriage ceremony 
At the trance dance 

Thulile who did Museum and Heritage studies in Robben Island explains to the researchers what her 
observations are about the status of the cave. 

A stone shed is approximately 150 years old. It is also found in the Sappi Forests. It belonged to the 
Walkers. 

UMthwalume river is very close to St James Church. The river was a bit dry that is why the falls is so 
shallow. During the floods the river can reach its banks. 

The vegetation near UMthwalume Falls and St James Church. 
The stone shed is still the same one which is explained on the previous page. 

UMthwalume Falls. There is a huge hole right in the middle of the banks of the UMthwalume river. There is 
a beehive in this hole. We were led by the honey guide to a spot with honey, but it was unfortunately 
inaccessible to us as one can see. We could only see the bees moving in and out of the hole. 

Approximately 26 kilometers away from Highflats when driving towards the east, is a place called Hlokozi. 
The correct spelling of this place is Hlolokhozi, meaning, bird's eye view or a Hawk's eye view. It is said 
that the place was named by Shaka during his expeditions. He was quite excited to see that he could he was 
able to see Durban, the sea as well as UKhahlamba Mountain range. 

There is Hlokozi High School near the top of the flat area surrounded by a cliff on the nothem side. A sad 
stiry which we got from this area was that a student from a visiting school was chasing after a local student 
when a fight ensued. The chase went on but the host student was aware of the cliff. He turned away just at 

4 



the edge of the cliff. The guest student continued and he flung dead over the cliff. The cliff is very high 
indeed. One has got to pass through it in order to get the homesteads at the bottom of the hill . The place is 
called Egoxe. 

On the other side of Egoxe is a place called Engquzwini. This place really abounds in click consonants. The 
Zulu name for Highflats is Gqwathaza. This is were Mr Nzimande assured us that we would see the caves. 
Unfortunately there was a lot of thicket and we ended up deciding to postpone this trip. Local people 
confirmed that a huge 'umphandu' was definitely there and it could accommodate cattle on rainy days. 

There were lovely rocks shaped like tombstones. These could most probably be real graves of people who 
occupied the ]and some years ago. 

6. 2 RELIGIOUS SITES IN THE AREA 

6.1.1 ETsheni (At the Rock) 

Before one reaches Highflats when coming from Durban, there is a place called Jolivet. Inland about 20 
kilometers away from Jolivet is a place called ETsheni (At the Stone). The area is known as KwaDumisa as it 
is under Chief Dumisa. There are a lot of undiscovered and uninterpreted history lying in waste in this area. 
For instance, there are two huge rocks which can be seen from afar. One resembles a ]ion and the other, a 
baboon and this will be discussed later. Williams mentions that shamanistic explanation of South African rock 
art, is deeply rooted in San. He also maintains that San lore is full of tales about about lions. Lions where 
believed to have some of the shamans's accomplishments: They new things that ordinary people could not 
possibly know, they could become invisible, and they could cause things to happen by supernatural means' 
(They could also transform themselves into hartebeeste. And when the hunters appear then revert into their 
felon form. That is why Bushmen believed that shamans can tum themselves into lions. Some Shaman are 
said to obtain their powers from eating lion gall which is believed to be the seat of its potency. The Bushman 
believed that when a lion does not die after being shot, then it has a shaman. 

There are a lot of animals and human images that are found inside the mouth of rock resembling a lion. 
Williams mentions that some human figures may be painted in great detail. The picture of a woman at 
ETsheni is one such figure. The Bushman had a tendency of piling up images apparently without regard to 
any relationship they may have in real life. The super-impositioning of animals and human beings is also 

witnessed at ETsheni. Williams states an eland was painted above a human being and they seldom painted a 
human being directly on top of an eland. Here, we are seeing an opposite of Williams statement and one is 
tempted to believe that the Bushmen also venerated a goddess who seems to be above the eland in status. The 
shaman was a Woman above an eland. She is seen carrying a smiling baby. On the right hand side of the 
painted/engraved woman is another human figure on his or her knees looking up at this spiritual female figure. 

This was possibly one of the female shamans. Bleek's' informants spoke of a female shaman called !Kwara- an 
who, like other !xam shamans, sniffed or snored sickness out of people. Our informant who lives near ETsheni 
said that people weep a lot when they pray to the spiritual rock. They actually tremble with awe. 

Local people belonging to various denominations used to visit this picture in order to venerate it and tell it their 
problems. They are convinced that it is has supernatural powers. Some of the people even though they are not 
Catholics think that that is a stature of St Mary. What is puzzling is that our female informant said that the 
picture was there long before the Missionaries of white settlers came to South Africa. Even their forefathers 
knew about the picture. There is also no ordained priest from the older churches who has really shown interest 
in this spiritual rock. Unfortunately, local people also told us that they stopped going to pray at ETsheni 
because the thugs have been stealing the offerings which were left near the rock the form of food, money, 
candles and chickens. Those who stole the offerings are believed to have gone insane. People say that once one 
is there s\he usually feels the presence of a spiritual phenomenon and one into a trance. This spiritual 
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phenomenon is not man made and it takes various forms. Refer to the picture below. There is great potential to 
tum this place into a Pilgrimage site when one observes a more or less a much simpler site at Nhlangakazi as 
compared to this one. There is a very clean flat mountain peak where various religious services for the 
pilgrimages could be held. Refer to picture of Nhlangakazi where the Shembites or Narazites hold their 
pilgrimages. 

The informants from Dumisa also pointed at another cave which we could not reach on this particular day. 
They said that the cave is also accessible. 

There are images of San women engraved on a cliff which is below the former premises of the Shinga family. 
These people were deprived of their land and were instructed to build thie home right in the middle of a forest 
at an isolated place surrounded by a cliff. 

6.1.2 Ntimbanku)u (Shiprock) 

About 50 kilometres south of Highflats is another significant forest called Ntimbankulu forest. Ntimbankulu 
is a huge forest along the old St Faiths road. It is about 10 kilometres away from St Faiths Store/police 
station. Ntimba means 'girl' and nkulu means big, hence; ntimbankulu means, big girl. The forest was named 
after the occupation of local girls who were forced to work in this forest in the last century. It is said that 
these girls developed great fitness due to the hard labour in this forest and they came from as far as 
Umzumbe River. Their job involved clearing the forest so that more indigenous trees would grow. 

On 7 August 1999, Zungu and the two field workers Messrs Duma and Mqanya visited the forest. Local 
people mentioned that besides the rich history of the area there are six most important things which they 
pride themselves in. It is the forest itself with its rich vegetation, the rock with some writing on it, a cave 
which used to accommodate all the local women and children during local wars, a house-like rock which 
shelters travellers on rainy days, a very long tunnel (its length stills needs to be measured) and lastly, 
remnants of an aircraft which crashed in 1968. Nothing has been done about the parts of the aeroplane where 
six farmers from Orange Free State who were coming from Margate met their tragic death in the mist of 
theis forest. It is very painful to listen to the stories told about the looting of the parts of this aircraft and 
seeing a lot of material getting covered by soil. Even the ot of material gesee the looting of the 

Handprints are also found in this area. Williams speaks of two types of hand-prints in Southern Africa. The 
plain one was made by applying paint over the hand and the second one prints were made by applying paint to 
the hand and then scraping it off to form curved lines looping across the palm before pressing the hand against 
the rock face. Their significance was to notify people that I was here. It was for ownership. Researchers have 
since discovered the power contained in the laying of hands and drawing the sickness out of a patient and into 
their own bodies. The heads of most bodies are either a round blob, or concave with projecting jaws. These 
also abound in the KwaSoMpontshane valley. 

Bushmen were aware that they could not cope on their own and hence they had 
to resort to supernatural powers. In order to cure the sick, they had to learn take out-of body journeys and had 
to learn to control the herds of antelopes. Thus they needed extra power. Williamson states that · Because 
animals are visibly powerful, and at hand, they are seen as a source of the desired power. They are the 
metaphors with which to bridge the worlds. They are the source of all potency. 

There are a lot of elephant images within the picture. The presence of elephant images is confirm by 
Williamson where he rocks that there are more elephant and hippopotamus among the engravings that the 
paintings. (Refer to picture). It is said that the elephant has three types of meat in one body. It has the red, 
black and white meat. Williamson remarks that it is not swprising that it has such a remarkable potency. 

The rocks also abound in snake i~ages. Williams remarks that Rock paintings of snakes are not uncommon, It 
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is often impossible to detect the head and whether the snake is to because the snake is snake is entering or 
leaving the crack or stepping in the rock face. There is also a tale which says that when !Kaggen was frightened 
by a hunter who had shot his eland he turned himself into a puffader. This statement makes sense when one 
considers the fact that !Kaggen s are shamans and they easily tum themselves into various from by entering a 
trance. A weak shaman was boosted by being given powder from a dead animal to eat. There seem to be 
similarities between ukuthwasa (becoming a sangoma) and the training one receives goes via plunging oneself 
into a deep pool and coming out with a snake as big as the python. 

In order to have a glimpse of what is happening at this place is to come to grasp with what is happening in 
Bushman rock is to recall the use of pictures in advertisements. Often a product is place next to a depiction 
with which it has no link . The combination allows the qualities of the Samurai to interact with the truck on level 
for removed from the daily life. Williamson et al puts very well where he states that' .. the Bushman artists · 
were similarly linking depictions so that they could interact on what we may call a symbolic level. The rock 
leading to the shrine has bore holes. During the Bushmen era these holes were dug by women. It is said 
that a hole was laboriously dug into a rock or stone. That is why this was the main equipment which used 
to be carried by a women. 

6.2 NATURAL SITES 

6.2.1 KwaMfene rock art 

There is a huge rock which is shaped like a baboon in the vicinity of the religious rock. The rock is 
situated in such a way that it appears like a ruler chimpanzee reigning over everything which is in the 
forest. The king (the chimpanzee) sits on top of a huge rock above the forest and faces the South
West. There are huge rocks/cliffs with carvings of female figures carrying containers. The forest has 
huge caves which are inhabited by wild animals like rock rabbits and porcupines. We could not 
access the caves because of the thicket but asked the inhabitants to clear the place for our next visit. 

6.2.2 A Natural Rock bridge at Hluthankungu 

There is a huge rock which crosses through the Mphambanyoni river affording people to cross the river with 
great ease even when flooded. This is also one of God's wonders. This bridge is near Hluthankungu. 

6.2.3. KwaMaqhikizana Mountain 

There is a really scenic mountain which is shaped like the nipple and breast of a mature wnnarried woman. It 
could also resemble the modem plaited hairball of an African woman. 

Occasionally genitals are sometimes shown. Some of the rock art depict these. (Williams) 
Bushwomen used to sit while man danced around the fire. This sitting posture is also observed in the rocks 
which resemble seated females. The rock females can be compared with Shembe womenfolk who also sit in 
the same posture when praying. Refer to the two pictures of Bushwomen and Shembe women folk. 

KwaSawoti (At the Salt Rock) 

There is another natural forest about 20 Kolometres away from 
Highflats. It is in INkosi Langalethu Dlamini's land. What is famous about this forest is the natural white salt 
which can be seen from afar. It is surprising that people area also seen praying in this salt rock. Candles, 
money, chicken feathers have also been seen in this area. Mrs Dlamini who was now 90 years old, said that 
people used this salt but they had first to wash it. 
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6.3 BUILDINGS IN THE AREA 

There are a lot of abandoned churches in the Ugu Region. (Hlokozi Roman Catholic Mission, Mariatrost 
Mission etc. With proper infrastructure, these buildings could be turned into guest/boarding houses, Arts and 
Crafts centres, thus pumping in a lot of money for the poor local people. These old, but strong buildings used 
to be occupied by the trappist Missionaries who were highly qualified. Some of them were professional 
engineers, carpenters, architects, archaeologists, etc. These could be buildings turned into local Museums. In 
Highflats, a few old structures, built in the previous century, still exist. The Old Store has a shale foundation 
and is plastered with a steeply pitched roof, and an adjoining annexure. The old Highflats Stores, built of 
sandstone and thatch c. 1886 by the Gold brothers, stands close to the Old store. It is still used as a trading 
store and the solid shale walls are in fair condition . The grass-thatched roofs have been replaced by 
corrugated iron and an internal brick wall has been knocked through. There is a wooden staircase to an attic. 
The owners are aware of the heritage status of both buildings. 

In Highflats the wood and iron station building (no line) is 
occupied and used as a dwelling by informal residents. A railway house nearby, built c. 1940, is in good 

condition, and a double row of cattle and daub squatter shacks occupy some in-between territory. The old 
Highflats Hotel was burnt down some years ago and is the site of a regrettable new property. We were told 
this is the new pattern, and there was another one further down the road at another settlement which 
neighbours the gabled Agricultural Hall, created in 1922 in memory of those who died during World War 1. 

PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE 

Apart from the few wild reserves and commercial forests in the area, birds and flowers are abundant. 
Species of plant and animal life should be identified and offered as part of a total tourism package. Mr. 
Ngcongo, a SAPPI employee, mentioned a variety of historic places, including an elephant wallow not far 
from St Michaels Mission. There is a true story of demons which were cast by a trappist monsieur from two 
African girls who lived at St Michaels. These stories need investigation and could be of considerable interest. 

There is a lot of game which is fast getting extinct because the forests are unprotected. Most areas have not 
been poluted by the western technology. 

7 LOCAL HISTORY OF THE AREA 

First encounters with Black people living in this area, noted by Portuguese shipwrecked at the treacherous 
East Coast of KwaZulu-Natal, date as far back as the 1590's. The first white settlers known to have made 
their homes in the area were the Voortrekkers, one being Coenraad Pieterse and Moolmans, Petersens, 
Viljoens and Joostes. 

In 1838 a Mr. Joyce lived at Hlokozi and in the late 1840's Thomas Stuart arrived at Jolivet on horseback, 
South east of Highflats. This area belonged to Chief Dumisa. A stone pillar was erected at the locality where 
the house of Cecil John Rhodes once stood on the farm Lionskloof on the Mkomazi River about 25km from 
Richmond. The house of Louis Botha is also found in the vicinity. 

8 There is something which the descendants of the Voortrekkers would like to commemorate about 
their fore-fathers, the old St faiths Road and the grave yards of their forefathers. the ox-wagon road 
which is about 57 kilometers needs to be commemorated by the descendants of the voortrekkers. In 
the grave yard one comes across surnames like Callaway, Collenso, Muller, Chick, Walker, Stuart 
etc. Most descendants of these people moved to Durban, Pretoria and Pietermaritzburg. 
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Near Mariatrost Mission, or Ntimbankulu School, there is a huge hole which is called Egoli (At the 
gold) It is said that the firtst settlers thought they would find diamonds in the area but all was in 
vain. They then abandoned the place which is also way way out from modem life. 

There are a lot of stories told but the most important one is that of a Trappist Missionary who was 
able to cast demons from girls who were possessed by a devil. This took place at St Michaels 
Mission near Jolivet. The records of this incident are kept at Mariannhill Monastery. Mr Ngcongo 
had also a lot of Tokoloshe stories to tell. 

9 Language 

African People from the Ugu Region speaks divergent non-standard dialects of isiZulu. Along the 
coast people near UMkhomazi and UMzinto speak IsiLala. Further south, the local people speak 
IsiZansi. Inland near most people speak isiNhlangwini. This is not surprising because Fodo son of 
Nombewu was the first Black inhabitant of southern Natal. In an area streching from Hlokozi, 
Highflats and Umzumbe and Ntimbankulu right up to EGugwini. 

9.1 Poetry 

There is great potential for composing poetry based on the scenic mountains, caves. rivers, forests, 
shrines etc which are found in the South Coast region. This could be one of the ways to expose this 
region. A lot of poetry has been composed based on the Valley of Thousand hills, Howick Falls 
(KwaNogqazu) etc and there is not a single poem composed from the south Coast sceneries. Local 
and international poets could be invited to this region so as to afford them the opportunity to utilise 
their inspirational talent. This would be a contribution to both isiZulu, English and Afrikaans 
literature. 

10 Music 

At St Faiths we identified women who were able to perform a traditional dance known as umrnasho 
and ukusina kwamakhosikazi. Prof. Zungu has already coordinated these women through the help 
of Mrs Mqadi and Rita Caluza from St Faiths. Rita can be contacted at St Faiths Store where she 
works as a shpo assistant. 

In the deep rural area of Gumatane, we identify the best group of Maskandi musicians whos.~ ,. 
performance is much better than the Maskandi music we hear from our radio stations. We al.,_s.o 
told them to continue practising with a hope that one day, we would go down to this area to record 
their music whilst televising the scenery. 

At St Faiths, we were also able to assemble elderly men and women who managed to relate to us 
the History of St Faiths area as well as the whole ofNtimbankulu. This has all beeit documented in 
the form of video-cassettes. 

11 Rituals arid witchcraft , 

Various rituals are conducted in the area. People are stiHreluctant to tell us why they use candles 
when they go to the shrine and why they keep this as a secret. For insta,nce, we do yet understand 
why they slaughter chickens and leave them there as offerings and at what time of the day this is 
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done. The tokoloshe, amazimizimu (ogres) stories told by local people throughout Ugu region 
especially at Umgodi area will be investigated, collected and documented. 

3.9.2 Forestry 

There is a lot of game in this region. A lot of game has been 
identified in at KwaNhlalwane under Chief Phumowakhe Cele, Ndwebu Mountain under, Chief 
Langalethu Dlamini, Dumisa under Chief Duma and at Hluthankungu. It is hoped that a lot of 
unidentified forests with valuable game and other information still needs to be exposed. Mr 
Ngcongo from the SAPI can also be consulted in this respect. 

7 PROPOSED (SHORT MEDIUM AND LONG TERM BUDGET) FOR UGU TOURISM 
PROJECT. 

The following short and long term developments are envisaged once the research is completed: 

SHORT TERM 
- Protection of rock paintings from further vandalisation local people who are not aware of the 

importance of these paintings 
- Conducting a series of work-shops to enlighten local people about the importance of the San 
paintings found in various parts of Ogwini region, their and history and the owners of these 
phenomena. 

- Also a series of workshops to educate people about the importance of San Caves and their history. 
- Workshops to come up with a solution as to who is really the woman who is carrying a baby at the 

Dumisa shrine and the interpretation of all the images of animals engraved in the rocks at this 
place. 

- Organisation of local people to clear the premises in and around the fore mentioned places for easy 
access by journalist and other officials who may want to see the sites. 

- Collecting reading material to be used by tour guides especially when it comes to information about 
rock art and caves. (I was astonished to realise that most people who attended the conference held 
on tourism did not have enough information about the rock art and caves. The lrnowledge that they 
have was very shallow and yet the region is extremely rich particularly in rock art, (at the 
Shrine/ETsheni) in caves and paintings. A lot of people need to be given a series of lectures about 
these phenomena. 

- The development of nature and cultural traits in the Ugu area (short term) 
- Cultural festival(s) (short term) 
Registration of all the newly identified sites through the help of Nelisiwe Mhlongo, Mrs Joan 
Walker from Amafa AkwaZulu. 

Invitation of Archaeologists to verify the age of the 
paintings, rocks and caves. 
- Invitation of Architects to study the anatomy of the shrine 

and other sites in the various areas. 

MEDIUM TERM 

- Invitation of religious people to conduct research and come up with the truth about Shrine at 
Dumisa. Is it really a religious site or was it just something drawn by the San? If verified as a 
religious site, hence a pilgrimage potential. Refer to the flat mountain top with features of 
Nhlangakazi Mountain at ETsheni or KwaSompontshane which is a is similar to Nhlangakazi 
a religious mountain for the Nazarene/ Shembe followers near Dalton. 

- Extensive drawing of plans by architects and constructions of buildings in the sites in question. 
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- The marketing of the Ugu Region as a tourism destination 
Advertisements ofUgu Region through various media. 
Asking for donations for further improvement of the area. 
Exploring some more places with the view of discovering some more heritage sites. 

STRENGTHS 

We have plenty of heritage sites in the area the only thing is that most of these have not been identified. 
We have experts in the various field of study. Even a who are illitirate will be able to make a contribution 
towards their local histories. 
We have already identified people who will assist in in conducting a feability study and in approaching the 
amakhosi. 
This region will attract a lot of eyes moreso because it had not yet gained recognition. 

Weaknesses 

Most places in this region have no basic infrastrure. Tourists can not go to a place with no electricity, clean 
water, and tarred roads. 

It is also obvious that their security can not be guaranteed. 

It will take ages before the project takes off because it is not yet funded. 

Opportunities 

There are a lot of sites which can be used for religious 
Pilgrimages e.g ETsheni and Conference centers. An 
attraction to this sites will be exist once people learn of the 
history of the nymph. 

Once properly established, most areas will be used for 
educational tours. 

A lot of jobs will be created for the local people as well as 
the unemployed graduate students. 

The exposure of these sites will attract a lot of local, national, international researchers who will be keen to 
conduct research in these areas. 

Rural women will do what women in other rural areas do. That is, they will start doing beadwork, planting their 
own garden produce, sewing, engage in traditional music and in basic adult education instead of buying and 
selling staff amongst themselves. 

Form their own businesses (at macro and micro scales) 

Students who come from these areas are usually not keen to 
work in these areas once they complete their studies 
because of its backwardness as compared to oth_er regions. 

Threats 
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We are not sure how the izinduna's and the amakhosi will approach the proposal. Ugu has not been progressive 
~s compared to other regions and we, as outsiders are not sure of the reasons for the backlog. 

We are not sure whether or not the project will get funding due to the present financial constraints. 

8.0 RESEARCH APPROACH AND METHODS 
The method of research to be used in this investigation involves the delimitation of the study area and 
techniques for collecting and analysing data. In collecting data three methods will be used, namely a 
questionnaire, person - to - person interviews, group interviews, field work and direct observation. 

The research team will consist of senior academics in various field with field workers assisting in the data 
collection process but also involved in the interpretation of the data as part of their training. This research 
project is a team approach involving various disciplines. The team leaders will be Prof. P. J. Zungu, and 
academics from the university of Durban-Westville. These will consist of a historian, anthropologist and 
horticulturist, an academic from the Geography Department, a Theologian an Onomastician, an 
Archeologist, Architect, poet, a specialist in African traditional religion. If necessary, other experts will 
be drawn in where the need exists. The three fieldworkers, a specialist in Museum and heritage studies and 
Prof P .J. Zungu have already collected extensive research material in this region but this is not enough 
since a lot of places have not been identified. Besides this, a lot of stakeholders need to be incorporated 
into the project. 
The final document will consist of the foHowing sections: 

SECTION PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

a) History of the area and a History 
list of historical sites. 

b) Natural resources of the Eco-tourism; 
area. Geography 

Forestry 

c) Flora and Fauna of the Horticulture 
area. 

d) The contribution of the San Archaeologist 
people. 

e) Population and Religion, folklore and cultural Linguistics/ 
resources. Religion and Culture; 

Music 

Folkore 

t) Place names of the area. Onomasticj® 
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• g) Recommendations including a 
development plan. 

Ugu Regional Council, Academics, Tourism 
Council 

Researching the history of the area will be mainly desktop research but :fieldworkers will be used to visit the 
area in order to gather the oral history. The historian and Prof. Zungu will therefore have to work closely 
together to co-ordinate the gathering of the oral history. 

The database of the Tourism Authority will be searched for a list of historical sites and this is checked against 
the existing sites in the area. New sites will be identified, photographed and added to the list of the Tourism 
Authority. 

The flora and fauna of the area will be described and, in consultation with the necessary wildlife and nature 
societies, scarce plant and animal life identified. Possible tourism attraction will be highlighted. 

Archaeological research in the study area will not be extensive and will rely mainly 
on keen amateurs, or the exposure of sites through developmental disturbance. No primary research has been 
done in the area as far as demographic infonnation is concerned. Due to the shortage of funds and time, 
research will depend on secondary resources. Geographical Information Systems (GIS) will be used to 
determine :figures for population, housing, etc. Although these figures might not be accurate it will nevertheless, 
be useful in the final analysis. 

The natural resources of the area will be investigated and artist identified. The quality and standard of the art 
and craft will be evaluated in order to determine whether further training is necessary. Where relevant, 
information will be passed on to the database of the Tourism Authority. Place names are a valuable source of 
cultural information. Apart from researching secondary sources, it would also be necessary to establish the 
source of names from local inhabitants. Each group will be responsible for documenting its own research 
findings . Dr Burger will write the final section, in consultation with all the team members. 

8.0 PROPOSED RESEARCH PLAN 

A s 0 N D J F M A M J 

Meetings to discuss 
research strategy. 

History of the area and a 
list of historical sites. 

Natural resources of the 
area. 

Population and cultural 
resources. 
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• 

"Place names of the area. 

Recommendations and 
development plan. 

Typing, editing and 
proofreading. 

Printing and binding. 

Workshop 

To be discussed by the UGU committee. We have documented most of what is discussed above. Refer to 
videocassettes. 

9.0 POSSIBLE OUTCOMES OF THE RESEARCH 

It is hoped that most of the caves will attract tourists who might as is the case particularly in the Drakensberg 
area and elsewhere. 

The abondened buildings will be used as guest house and museums so that people can preservr their local 
histories in these buildings. 

Transport as well as accommodation for 
Those who will be running the workshops. 

Ingoma, isiCathamiya, amaHubo, uMqhuqhumbelo, oMaskandi, 
Ukubiza competitions which will be held at the University 
of Durban-Westville. 
Recording equipment for research purposes 
Office stationery 
Telephone/fax 
Sound cassettes 
Computers and scanner (Refer to analysis below) 
Paper for printouts 
Payment of interviewers 
Three co-ordinators (3xR2500 xl2 months per person) 
Transcribing interviews @ R8 per page 
Editing 200 interviews 

PC 
Pentium - 133 (inter) 
16MBRam 
1.2 GB IDE Hard Disk Drive 
CD-Rom Drive (8x?) 
SVGA Card ET 4000 or ET 6000 (1 or 2 MB Ram) 
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R65000 

R38 000 
R25 000 
R6 000 
R3 000 
R 1000 
R21 000 
R4 500 
R3 000 
Rl26000 
R16 000 
R20 000 




