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REPORT BACK ON A TRIP TO ETSHENI (at a picture) NEAR UMZINTO
JOLIVET UNDERTAKEN BY ZULU HONOURS STUDENTS DOING A RURAL 
TOURISM MODULE. 

I write to report that on Saturday, 22 July 2000 we went for an outing with the Zulu 
Honours' students to a place called ETSHENI near JOLIVET or UMZINTO. We 
traveled in five vehicles: 

n 

1 A University of Durban-Westville bus. 
2 A 4x4 off road vehicle owned by Dr Nthabiseng Mogodi and Mr Ntobeko 

Mdlalose from Tourism Crime Prevention Unit. 
3 An SAP van from Sawoti Police Station with two security officers. 
4 A private car with Brother Kumar and Siva from Satiar Sai Divine Life 

Society. 
5 A vehicle with chiefDuma's spoke's man and representative plus Mr Mqanya 

one of our University field workers in the Ugu Region.(ChiefDuma had other 
commitments on 14 April 2000 and requested that Mr. B.E. Duma represents 
him on this ocassion. Mr Mkhize who is chiefDuma's induna could also not 
attend this meeting, as he was not well, instead he sent his younger son to 
represent him. 

We left Durban at about 7h30 and stopped for 15 minutes at Shell Ultra City. We 
then proceeded to Jolivet where Messers BE Duma, E. Mqanya and the security 
officers were waiting for us at exactly 9H00. We again stopped for a while while 
organizing our lunch for Esithombeni. We proceeded to our destination and were 
there within 20 minutes of our departure from Jolivet. After parking the vehicles 
people started descending the hill. It takes about half an hour to reach the scene where 
there is the picture of a woman who appears to be carrying a baby. It all depends on 
the fitness of the people. Because the hill is extremely steep, a small path meanders 
on one side of the hill. At the middle of the hill it winds rightwards leading one 
straight to the huge rocks with the shrine. The one with a shrine has a face of a lion in 
a gaping position. The picture of the woman's head is concealed on the palate of this 
said rock lion. It stares at a person like a real portrait. The place was full of thicket 
and was almost inaccessible. The local boys assisted in clearing a shrubs blocking the 
way to the shrine. 

The pilgrims wanted to come closer to the picture and only a few could not manage to 
climb the hill leading to where the rock with a picture is situated. Children of the 
community accompanied us :from the top of the hill and others joined us when we 
were already at the site. Dr Nthabiseng Mogodi and Brother Kumar lit the two 
candles we brought along with us. They were the only two who reached the upper 



level of the tall rock measuring approximately 7ft high and reported that there were a 
lot of candle wax and money coins in the vicinity where they were standing. What 
was also observed was the fresh dung of antelopes/goats from the point where they 
were standing. Feathers of fowls could also be observed in the same area. This was 
clear evidence that the shrine was revered by a lot of people. We also offered our 
prayers to this divine figure. I must also mention the miraculous manner in which this 
picture has protected itself against the weather and vandalization of all forms. The 
informants told us that it has existed for centuries because even their forefathers and 
grandfathers reported that it has always been there for centuries. It is only the 
archeologists who can assist us with the age of the rocks found in the area. When 
people come closer to the shrine, there is in actual fact, no sign of a picture of a 
woman carrying a baby. Even the eyes, which are so conspicuous when one 
approaches the site from afar are actually not there. The whole scenario appears a 
fake. All that one sees is rock formation, which is caused by the withering of the rock 
caused by bad weather and water, and here is no sign of a picture of a human being. 

Dr Nthabiseng one of the pilgrims who was highly impressed by what she saw and 
was one of the people who felt that the place was holy was the first one to pray. She 
prayed for the aids victims and for poverty in our country. She also asked God to fill 
us with wisdom so that we can understand the world better. Brother Kumar also 
prayed for the same but his main concern was the condition of the community near 
this area. The innocent children who accompanied us told us that they have to walk 
long distances to school and showed us a school which they attend, which is 
approximately 10 kilometers away from their homes. A spontaneous and 
simultaneous prayer followed where everyone was free to pray for himself herself etc. 
Brother Siva preferred to sing a beautiful song about Jesus Christ as his contribution 
during the praying session. After that, there were religious choruses lead by UDW 
students. Mr. Duma who is the Chief Duma's spoke's person spoke on behalf of the 
Chief. He stated that our colleagues from Sati Sai should feel free to use the area for 
divine purposes anytime they want to do so. In response to Duma's speech, Brother 
Kumar also expressed his divine experiences about this area and promised to report 
back to the President of Sat S the following day. I.e. 16 April 2000. 

We then left the shrine to see what was on the other side of the hill. As we proceeded 
in the small path, Brother Kumar was noticed a divine plant, which is known as Basil 
plant in India. It is often planted facing the East. This plant is abundant in the area 
and the hill where this plant grows is also facing the east. Brother Kumar mentioned 
that the leaves of the basil plant obtain their potency from the sun-rays and they heal a 
lot of diseases like common colds etc. We also saw a lot of aloe plant. There is 
beautiful scenery of the UMthwalume River as one moves eastwards from the site. 
Mr. Duma showed us the demarcation of the land stating that the boundary on the 
other side of Umthwalume River belonged to the Ngcobo of Enyavini clan. Further 
away towards the sea, he showed us other scenic areas belonging to the Chilizas. 
There are a few sites worth investigating in the Chiliza area. These are IQuhre 
Mountain, UMsikazi Mountain and IFafa Caves. The Department of IsiZulu has also 
begun research in the Fafa caves. The key figures in the Fafa research were our 



student assistants Messers Duma, Mhlongo and Mqanya. This should be pursued 
further as IFafa area has a great tourism potential. There is a huge forest across the 
shrine and this is called KwaSompontshane. The boys who often go out with their 
fathers on hunting expeditions mentioned that there is a lot of game in the forest and 
the vegetation inside the forest is not as thick as it looks when one is outside it. The 
forest is walk-able. A lot of plants also grow in this forest. There is a great need for 
people to form joint ventures especially plant projects. This is what Minister Ben 
Ngubane is encouraging. The team involved in the plants project aimed at producing 
a Zulu Dictionary of Plants and housed at the Natal Herbarium, should also visit 
KwaSompontshane forest. I am sure they will come up with a lot of plants in that 
forest. 

Back at Etsheni, there is another rock, which looks 1ike a baboon. This rock sits above 
other huge rocks and it is as though it is overseeing the welfare of the entire area. 
There is no other path to and from the shrine. We were thus forced to return the same 
route we came. There is a lot of other exciting rock images. For instance, next to the 
rock with a shrine, is another huge rock carved into a galloping horse. An artist or a 
metaphysical poet might see far more than what we observed. A recorded video
cassette of the entire scenario reveals a lot of images which one fails to see with a 
naked eye. 

On our way back, we halted for a while in order to take a rest before climbing the 
mountain. We had an opportunity of interviewing children who accompanied us. 
These are the accounts of what they know about ETsheni. We did not take down the 
names of the informants. 

Informant 1. Male Aged 15 

The place is called ESithombeni and the entire community knows it as 
ESithombeni. We all revere it. A lot of amakholwa (Christians) visit the place with 
their Missionaries especially the Roman Catholics and Zionists. People from afar also 
visit the area and they come in their own private cars. They usually leave the cars on 
top of the hill. When asked why they visit the place, he said it was because their 
problems are solved after praying to the lady carrying a baby. He also quoted an 
instance where there was drought in the local area and the community gathered 
together to pray for rain at the shrine. The entire community felt that it was the impact 
of their prayers via this lady to God that led to the first rains after a prolonged 
drought. Those who revere the shrine usually leave money offerings, and light 
candles as they pray. Some make blood sacrifices especially with chickens. He 
mentioned that those who try to steal the money go insane and he knows of someone 
who is permanently insane due to stealing money from the shrine. He also stressed 
that he was not prepared to mention names but the person is well known by the 
community. 

Informant 2 Female aged 14. 



• 

She concurred will all that was said by informant number one but also added that 
local people usually go to the shrine as individuals and not as a group. They normally 
carry candles and money. Their parents also visit the shrine during times of trouble. 
She said that local people do not just go pass the shrine without saying a prayer when 
visiting their families on the other side of the hill. They always kneel down and pray 
for a while before proceeding with the journey. They do the same on their way back. 
The Zionists from across the UMthwalume River also frequent the shrine but arrive 
as a group. She mentioned that going to the shrine had dropped tremendously due to 
the fact that the older people who frequented the area are old and descending the hill 
is strenuous. She also mentioned that the place did not have so much thicket as was 
the case when we arrive there. It was well cared for by the local people. This is a sign 
of religious decline amongst our youth. She mentioned that may be that is why the 
youth is the hardest hit by the present plague I' e. loss of values for life. 

Informant Number 3 Male aged 14 

In the case of Roman Catholics, informant number 3 mentioned that those who visit 
the shrine are usually females who wear white blouses. These are the followers of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ. He also confirmed that they came with the local Roman 
Catholic Priests. 

We then struggled uphill and found the males and students already preparing our 
lunch. It was a braai. Local children also joined us in the braai. The students and local 
children then engaged themselves in games like stick-fighting and Zulu dance, The 
top of the hill is huge and flat and a lot of activities can take place there. Its size can 
fill up approximately three soccer-fields. It has a marvelous scenery and its vegetation 
has not been tempered with for centuries. 

We then drove away at about 15H30. Brothers Kumar and Siva who were touched by 
the economic status of the inhabitants gave the local children some fruit. Before we 
could leave the area, Brothers Kumar and Siva again identified another religious 
plant, which they said is a must plant in most Indian families in India. They were 
surprised to find it at ETsheni and they removed some of its seeds in order to show it 
to others and also as proof that there was something unusual about the place; i.e. that 
it was a holy site. The area is filled with peace and serenity. There are no houses 
around the area except for a few children who use a section of the flat area in order to 
play football. 

Mr Duma accompanied Brothers Kumar and Siva as far as Braemar where he wanted 
to show them the area in which it is alleged, had a special tree where the indentured 
Indians hanged themselves. The person who was going to give us a full account of 
what really happened was not available this particular weekend. Mr. Duma also 
mentioned that a lot of road accidents occur at the bend near this area and it is 
common knowledge that this is due to the spirits of the people who were brutally 
killed by a farmer whom owned the land. They died without peace in their hearts. 
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