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Jhavery Aboobaker Hajee Ahmed, Merchant, b. 1850, Porbandar, India. Educated at 
Porbandar, Saurastra, India. Arrived in South Africa in 1872, the first of the Indian 
Merchant class to set foot in this country. He was the fore-runner to the thousands of 
Muslim traders who finally settled in South Af1ica. A former Merchant of Mauritius, he 
came to this country in response to requests from the Natal g.overnment for supplies of 
Spices and Indian trade goods for the requirements of Indian immigr~nts in Natal. He 
arrived here with a huge consignment of these goods in I 872. He later extended his 
activities to the Transvaal. He was one of the early property owners and in the absence 
of an ti-Indian legislation,held title deeds in prohibited areas here, and in the Transvaal. He 
also had business interests in Mauritius and India. He died during the Cholera epidemic in 
Bombay in 1887. 

R. K. KHAN 

Barrister-at-Law Member of Lincoln's Inn, the Supreme Court of Judicature and an 
Advocate of the Su~reme Court of South Africa, Rahim Karim Khan was born in I 874, in 
Bombay, India. It is not known when he settled in this country but to all accounts, he 
was one of the outstanding men of the twenty's. In the political arena , he served for many 
years as Joint Secretary of the N .I.C. and represented Natal at various South African Indian 
Conferences. During the Anglo-Boer War he joined the forces as a non-combatant m the 
Ambulance Corps. and saw service at Colenso and at the battle of Spionkop. He was a 
recipient of the Queen's Medal for meritorious service. He was appointed _by t~e Gove~n
ment of Natal to the Board of Examiners for Indian Languages and served m this capacity 
for many years. 

Today, the name R. K. Khan is associated with one of the most modern hospitals bui(t 
in the Greater Durban area. Rahim Karim Khan had a great regard for the welfare of his 
fellow-man. To what purpose could he best make use of his vast estate, must have been 
uppermost in his thoughts over the years. At his death the entire estate of over ~80,000 
was left to provide for Indian Medical ,relief. Over the years the R. K. Khan Hospital and 
Dispensary Trust did yeoman service in terms of the Will. It was left to the Trustees of 
the R. K. Kh1n Trust to work for the present Hospital which stands as a monument to 
the man. Rahim Karim Khan had, like Abu Ben Adham, a simply philosophy. He loved 
his fellow-man. 
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A. M. MOOLA 

Rising from obscurity to his present position as spokesman and leader of South Africa's Indian population 
over the last twenty five years, A. M. Moolla, doyen of Indian public life , carries his years and responsibilities 
lightly . 

It is remarkable that he has sustained his appetite for public w rk over the stormy years and it is common 
knowledge that in the varied history of our people in this country no man has held so many posts in so 

· many fields of activity and yet carried out his onerous duties with such distinction and verve. 

Born in Umzin o sixty years ago, the fledgling Moolla grabbed what :ciucation there was in his fom1ative 
years in the South Coast village and later in Durban. By 1922 he had done with instruction at its highest 
level which was below high school stage, as secondary schools of any kind only came about in l 928. It 
was trade and commerce which provided the additional incentive for further education and that by 
contact, precept and practice . 

By 1929 he had served his apprenticeship in the business world and rose to a high position leading pro
gressively to the top position he occupies today, that of chief executive of the Lockhat group of companies, 
one of South Africa's leading Indian wholesalers and manufacturers. He is also Chairman of various Com
panies - the Kingsgate Group - a family enterprise. 

Associated with the Natal indian Congress , the NJ.O., the S.A.I.O., the Progressive Party and now the 
S.A.l.C., he has held executive positions in every recognised political body in this country. An outspoken 
critic of this and other previous governments , it is remarkable that he has been nominated to the present 
body serving Indian interests. 

In the cultural and educational fields he played a leading part to the establishment of the Orient Islamic 
Educational Centre and other important Islamic Schools and it was due to his untiring efforts that these 
schools received recognition as Islamic Religious Schools. It was the first instance of its kind which included 
religious and secular education in its daily carriculum. The other schools are the Anjuman Islam, Crescent , 
Ahmedia and South Coast Madressa. 

He was the initiator of the Centenary Scholarship Trust which helps deserving students of all races and 
he has been Chairman of the Trust since its inception. The Trust's bursary fund distributes over R!0,000 to 
applicants each year. He is also administrator of bursaries established by White businessmen and Industrialists. 

His association with the M. L. Sultan Technical College council goes back over fifteen years. St. Aidan's 
Hospital Board and various other institutions have honoured him with their Trusteeship and many honour 
him as their patron. Numerous Mosques and Madrdsavr Durban and elsewhere and various scholarships 
and bursary Trusts acknowledge him amongst their boar'lt.0f trustees. 

During the Coronation of Her Majesty the Queen, he received signal honour with the presentation of 
the Coronation Medal in recognition of his services to his people. 

His public career began in 1939 - thirty two years of self-sacrifice and service to his people - that is the 
proud record of A. M. Moolla, one of South Africa's leading public figures of the last fifty years. 
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