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I have no words to describe the experience of
tonight. It is wonderful, it is wonderful.

The association between South Mrica and India
goes back more than a century . We were fighting and
struggling, struggling for freedom.

I suppose the

reason why they bring the oldest of the men1bers of
our movement to say a few words tonight is to
recapture, to recaputre the years of struggle in which I
also took part together with some of the leaders of the
Indian country as well as the Indian community in
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South Africa. Those were hard years.
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difficult years, and I would like to pay tribute to men
like Jawaharlal,Nehru, to Mahatma Gandhi and others
who laid the struggle for the freedom of the people of
India, except that tbe Mahatma also led the struggle
for the Indian community in South Africa.

Those

years were not happy years.

The other day I recalled, on the occasion of my
birthday, what Jawaharlal Nehru said when he was
reminded about his birthday. He said "I don't like to
be reminded about my birthday, and he said so
because I suppose he was realising that the thread was
getting shorter in front than behind. It is also my
own view that life is a process and in that process
all matter comes and all matter goes, and the
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acceptance of that fact makes us also to accept the
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reality of change. Changes must come but they ' do Jl0t
com~

on their own. The people of India brought their

changes about by struggle, and so do the people of
South Africa engaged in a bitter struggle against one
of the worst forms of oppression, oppression that was
based on race discrimination.

That was bad; and I

wish to congratulate the Government of India for the
recognition it gives tonight to the role which women
have played in the struggle for liberation - both In
India and here.

I probably know better than the people in India
what our women here have gone through in South
Africa. They are the heroines of the struggle. They
have been subj ected to some of the worst forms of
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