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' 'Go home to 
India_' placard 
won't stop Anesll 
An Indian police station 
commissioner's first day at the 
office heading an all-African 
force in Umbumbulu, south of 
Durban, was marred by racist 
calls for hin1 to "~o home to 
India". TBAMI )iGIDI reports. 

lacard with ti.~ inscription 
Go back to India" greeted 
ewly appointed station 

commissioner Captain Anesh 
Sukdeo when he arrived for his 
first day at the Umbumbulu Police 
Station yesterday. 

In the spirit of goodwill which 
characterised the festive season, 
Sukdeo, 35, had hoped to be greet
ed with a welcome which befiUed 
his status. 

However, the reception which 
greeted him could not have been 
further from what he anticipated: 
he was told to pack up and "go back 
to Chatsworth and India". 

Sukdeo remained calm yesterday 
as he took the Sunday Tribune 
through what he described as one 
of the most ''trying moments" in his 
professional career. 
· He said he did not know who was 
.behina the racist campaign. 

Sukdeo was quick to add the 
.majority of his staffwas on his side 
and that he would not p~int them 
all racist just because of one inci
\dent. ''This is a teething problem, it 
·will p~ with time," he said. 

Wida area 
Umbumbulu covers a wide area 

of at least 600 000 people. and has 
120 policemen, all of them of 
African descent. 

It is the first time in the station's 
history that an Indian head has 
been appointed, and it is under
stood that there are silent objee
tions to the new commissioner. 

One officer said that the staff felt 
that long serving officers had been 
overlooked in favour of Sukdeo, a 
situation that was likely to manifest 
itself ln similar racist incidents. 

Sukdeo was philosophical about 
his treatment: "I am on]y here to do 
my job, not to be involved in racist 
attacks. 

"My job is to work hand in hand 
with the community in the fight 
against criminality. It is to be 
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expected that there may be objec
tions to my appointment, but this 
does not mean that it will be that 
way forever." 

Tomorrow Sukdeo will be 
addressing an emergency meeting 
organised jointly with the local 
community policing forum to iron 
out the differences. 

He had been visiting the two 
satellite stations when he returned 
to find the writing on the wall. The 
"prized possession" now occupies a 
pride of place in the Sukdeo 
Chatsworth home. 

Suk:deo said he counted on the !~rt he had received f'rom his 

"The support from other mem
bers at the station has been won
derful," be said. · 

A career policeman, Sukdeo was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant in 
1987, followed by warrant officer 
two years later. 

He was appointed station com
missioner at Isipingo in 1991 and 
headed the relief component in 
Chatsworth up to the end of 1997. 

In 1990 he obtained a National 
Diploma in Police Administration 
and is currently studying for a law 
degree with the University of South 
Africa. 


