









































of secrecy should be applied are the following:

Classification of information

Here the issues are : what information is to be classified
and why; for how long; who has access to such information;
and how to ensure that such information is a true
reflection of reality. Mechanisms must be set in place to
guarantee that once agreement is reached on these issues,
the conditions are complied with.

Balance

National security policy in a democracy must take into
account the competing interests of civil rights and
liberties and the national security objectives. Moreover,
the public must be satisfied that such a balance does
exist.
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It will be necessary to leglslate on a-wide variety of
issues when the time to redefine the 1ntelllgence/natlonal
security environment in South Africa arrlves. But the
world of intelligence is such that much is left unsaid,
much gog}wrltten into legislation and that legislation
which™ s often so broad as to be applied in a number of
ways ‘depending on interpretation. Not only must this
change; it will be necessary to draw up ndenforce a Code
of Conduct for all practitioners in thlS area. This Code
of conduct should explicitly forbid those practicef for
which the intelligence agencies have become infamous, such
as assassinations, abductlonsT torture, and introduce a
culture based on civilized standards of behaviour, which
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will cause the public to see the national security and
intelligence agencies as their protectors, and not
agencies to be feared and hated, as has been the tragic
case in so many undemocratic countries.
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