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MN: Good afternoon,  and welcome to another  sess ion of  

our  Oral  His tory Project ,  UDW Documentat ion 

Centre.  Today we are blessed with the presence of  

Mr Vish Suparsad.  Sir ,  good afternoon and welcome 

and thank you again for  welcoming us  to  your place.  

VS:  It ’s  a  pleasure.  

MN: Sir ,  le t ’s  s tar t  where i t  a l l  s tar ted,  when and where 

 were you born?  

VS:  I was born in  Pietermari tzburg,  KwaZulu-Natal  in  

December 1948,  but  my bir th  is  due to  my grandpa-

rents  and my parents .   Grandparents  came as   

 indentured labourers  to  South Africa and my 

grandfather  came as  an indentured labourer  at  the 

age of  17,  in  a  ship cal led Canada,  and arr ived in   

 1870,  in  Durban.   He wasn’t  involved in  the sugar  

industry,  but  he went  into the Midlands and i t  was 

there that  he probably was indentured to  a  farmer 

and af ter  serving his  period of  indenture,  then was 

set t led in  a  place cal led Pless is laer ,  which is  

outs ide Pietermari tzburg where current ly we’re 

having  Imbal i  township es tabl ished,  and there,  he 

was a market  gardener  for  many years ,  wi th his  

wife,  and they had three chi ldren,  two boys and a 

gi r l  and my father  was one of  the three chi ldren.   
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Through their  market  gardening act ivi ty,  they 

educated the two sons,  the daughter  unfortunately 

wasn’t  sent  for  formal  educat ion and I’m not  sure 

what  the reason for  that  was,  and my father  and my 

 uncle became school  teachers  and eventual ly 

ended up as  school  principals .  So from very humble 

beginnings,  through involvement  in  educat ion,  they 

were able to  es tabl ish professions and raise their  

famil ies .   My father  and uncle l ived together  for  al l  

their  l ives  and in  fact ,  they died three months  apart  

in  1976/77.   My father  had eight  chi ldren and I was 

the youngest  of  eight ,  and we were brought  up in  a  

very happy home in Pietermari tzburg,  but  that  

happiness  was shat tered in  1965,  when,  as  a  resul t  

of  the Group Areas  Act ,  we had to  relocate from the 

area that  we were born in  and very happi ly grew up 

in ,  and had to  move to  a  place cal led Raisethorpe,  

which was on the other  s ide of  Pietermari tzburg,  

which was the designated Indian area.  And that  scar  

was qui te  a  deep one,  because we couldn’t  

unders tand the rat ionale for  that  kind of  disrupt ion 

of  our  l ives ,  at  that  s tage,  but  then as  we grew and 

unders tood the pol i t ics  of  Apartheid and the kind of  

impact  i t  was having on people’s  l ives ,  we 

recognised that  we were vict ims of  that  pol icy,  of  an 

aspect  of  that  pol icy.   And ja ,  I grew up in  

Pietermari tzburg and did my primary school  and 

high school  there.  

MN: Yes,  do you know, can you tel l  us  some more about  

your mother ,  where was she from?  

VS:  Yes,  my mother  was a very important  part  of  my l i fe  

as  wel l ,  and in  fact ,  was a very pol i t ical ly conscious 

person,  Interest ingly,  she grew up in  a  place cal led 
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Westvi l le  in  Durban,  and went  and obtained her  

formal  educat ion up to  Standard Four in  a  smal l  

community-run school  in  Westvi l le ,  and was 

married by arrangement  to  my father  and she was a 

very powerful  inf luence in  al l  our  l ives;  a  very 

s t rong woman who had been exposed to  the reform 

t radi t ion in  Hinduism led by Swami Dayanand;  who 

was the founder of  the Arya Samaj  Movement ,  

which had i ts’  roots  in  India,  in  the mid 1800’s  

when the huge chal lenge was being launched in  a  

popular  way against  the impact  of  colonisat ion in  

India and the cal l  for  these reformed t radi t ions  and 

things l ike Ramakrishna Movement ,  the Bramha 

Samaj ,  the Arya Samaj  al l  have some of  their  roots  

at  that  t ime,  and here we had a whole new t radi t ion 

emerging which real ly recognised that  in  t radi t ional  

Hindu society,  woman were co-equal  to  men and 

this  reform movement  put  great  s tore on that  and my 

mother  picked up this  aspect ,  and my father  was 

part icular ly encouraging in  ensuring that  women had 

their  place,  an equal  place in  society,  and in  the 

household.  Maybe we could pause there I’d  l ike to  

say a l i t t le  more about  that .  

PAUSE IN RECORDING 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back Sir  you were tel l ing us  about  your 

 Mum. 

VS:  Yes,  yes  so she had her  phi losophical  and t raining 

in  some of  the development  of  her  own 

consciousness  rooted in  rel igious and cul tural  

t radi t ions ,  which came out  of  the reform movement  

in  Hindu society,  and when she came to  her  married 
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home in Pietermari tzburg,  brought  those concepts  

and ideas   

 wi th  her ,  and had the ful l  support  of  my father  who 

also embraced the reform t radi t ion and I think that ,  

that  played a very s ignif icant  role in  shaping and 

guiding our own social  consciousness  about  people 

around us ,  respect  for  humani ty and interest ingly,  

my mother  maintained her  phi losophical  posi t ion 

throughout  her  l i fe  and real ly,  i t  was not  very 

diff icul t  to  explain to  her  when we were involved in  

res is tance work,  why we were engaged in  that  kind 

of  act ivi ty and she supported us  wholeheartedly,  and 

in  fact ,  a t  the height  of  the repression in  the ‘80’s ,  

was seen s tanding in  the middle of  a  highway 

cal l ing for  the release of  Nelson Mandela,  and 

opposing the Apartheid Government .  An old 

lady in  a  whi te sar i ,  s tanding with this  banner in  the 

middle of  a  highway i t  was qui te  a  s ight ,  but  i t ’s  an 

indicat ion of  how her  own consciousness  emerged,  

and just  to  acknowledge that  she was a very 

powerful  person in  our  household and helped to  

shape us  in  terms of  our  values  and our 

commitment .  

MN: Your mother  being pol i t ical ly conscious l ike that ,  

d id  she do any work or  was she a housewife?  

VS:  My Mum stayed at  home for  al l  her  l i fe  but  she read 

the newspapers ,  watched the news,  was moni toring 

what  was happening,  al l  the t ime.  

MN: Okay.  

VS:  Act ive with the Natal  Indian Congress .  

MN: Okay.   How old were you when you moved?  

VS:  When we moved in  1965,  I would have been about   

 16/17-years  old.  
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MN: Six teen years  old?  

VS:  Yes.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your community before you 

 moved,  because I would l ike to  take i t  that  when 

 you moved you were al ready in  adul thood.  

VS:  Yes.  ,  The community we grew up in  was a l i t t le  

vi l lage,  i t  was cal led Pless is laer  and had i ts  or igins  

as  an area where market  gardening took place,  but  

then over  a  period of  t ime we had a leather  tannery 

es tabl ished in  that  area and adjacent  to  the tannery,  

shoemaking factories  were constructed,  and so a 

number of  people l iving in  this  vi l lage ei ther  

worked in  the tannery or  worked in  the shoe factory,  

and so that’s  where the principal  economic act ivi ty 

took place and people were set t led there,  but  i t  was 

 also qui te  a  cohesive community in  that ,  as  I 

indicated,  this  reformed t radi t ion had es tabl ished 

i tsel f  qui te  s t rongly there and so around the Arya 

Samaj ,  which was the cul tural  centre,  we had al l  

 these people gathering and fulf i l l ing their  

rel igious obl igat ions  and fol lowing those tenets .   So 

there was a lot  of  cohesion,  and a lot  of  posi t ive 

interact ion amongst  people,  but  as  in  a  community 

you would f ind there’d be tensions and l i t t le  f ights  

between different  famil ies  and so on,  but  that  was 

al l  part  of  the r ichness  that  ex is ted there,  but  i t  was 

a very happy place to  grow up in .  

MN: Yes.  

VS:  We s t i l l  th ink very nostalgical ly of  that  place.   We 

were also interest ingly,  very close to  the Edendale 

Val ley,  and had very warm and close relat ionships  

with people of  di fferent  races  that  l ived in  that  

val ley,  because principal ly we would be interact ing 
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with people in  that  di rect ion,  rather  than people in  

the ci ty because that  was the domain of  the whi tes .  

MN: Yes.   The area that  you grew up in  was i t  Indian 

 only?  

VS:  It  was largely Indian,  i t  was largely Indian,  but  i t  

was a mixed area interest ingly you had,  this  was 

prior  to  the Immoral i ty Act  and you had a number of  

whi te  males  who were working for  the rai lways,  who 

were married to  African women and so were l iving 

in  this  community.   You had African people l iving 

in  the community and we were adjacent  to  a  fai r ly 

large African set t lement  in  Machibise and Edendale,  

so there was al l  kinds of  interact ion that  was taking 

place.  

MN: How was the infras t ructure?  

VS:  There was real ly very l i t t le  infras t ructure,  gravel  

roads,  pi t  toi lets ,  s tand pipes  on the roads,  but  over  

a  period of  t ime people ex tended water  into their  

homes but  essent ial ly you didn’t  have water-borne 

sani tat ion and so on,  ja  free-s tanding uni ts ,  basic 

infras t ructure,  as  you would f ind s t i l l  you know, in  

the rural  areas  in  set t lements  in  the rural  areas .  

MN: Tel l  us  about  your beginnings of  your educat ion,  

where did you s tudy?  

VS:  I s tudied at  s tate-aided Indian school  and I think the 

phenomenon of  s tate-aided educat ion would have 

been covered I’m sure in  some of  your interviews,   

 where the community contr ibuted towards the 

es tabl ishment  of  schools  and so I was at  a  s tate-  

aided school  and did my f i rs t  eight  years  at  the 

Mount  Part r idge Stated-aided Indian Primary 

School ,  and thereafter  went  to  the Woodlands High 

School  in  Pietermari tzburg,  and from there went  on 



 7 

to  do  teacher  t raining at  the Springfield Col lege of  

Educat ion:  and af ter  teaching for  a  few months  lef t  

the country.  Ja,  but  there’s  a  whole his tory around 

that ,  do you want  me to  fol low that  through or  do 

you s t i l l  want  to  focus on the earl ier  parts?  

MN: No,  let ’s  take the high school .  

VS:  Okay.  

MN: At  the high school  most  people in  those days,  i t  

 was -  I’ve learnt  through these interviews that  there 

 was Republ ic  day.  

VS:  Indeed.  [ laughs]  

MN: Please tel l  us  about  those days at  your school .   

VS:  Republ ic  day,  yes .  1966,  our ,  my f i rs t  act  of  

defiance was to  be part  of  a  group of  people that  

s tole the school  bel l  so that  the school  couldn’t  be 

brought  to  order  around this  Republ ic  day.   We were 

also part  of  a  group that  produced pamphlets  in  

1966,  f ive years  for  the celebrat ion of  the Republ ic ,  

and we had them reproduced and we,  i t  was done by 

somebody else,  we picked i t  up at  a  DLB [dead 

let ter  box] ,  and we dis t r ibuted i t  in to  people’s  

school  desks ,  rol led up surrept i t iously,  no that  was 

certainly the s tar t  of  our  pol i t ical ,  awakening of  our  

pol i t ical  consciousness .  

MN: Ja,  so that  was your pol i t ical  turnaround?  

VS:  Certainly in  the high school  period,  you know, the 

 way,  s t i l l  remnants  of  the SACP and people of  the 

 Congress  Movement ,  who ex tended their  thinking to   

 some of  the s tudents  in  the high school  and can you 

imagine,  I mean the middle of  the ‘60’s  i t  was real ly 

one of  the,  i t ’s  the dark period in  our  his tory.    

 This  is  af ter  the huge repression at  the end of  the 

‘50’s  and the early ‘60’s ,  so you s t i l l  had people 
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who t r ied to  nurture a  level  of  res is tance and that  

ex tended into the high school ,  I was part  of  that  and 

that’s  certainly where i t  s tar ted,  a  consciousness  to  

res is t  the Apartheid system. 

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  some of  your contemporaries  

at  school  during those days as  wel l  as  the resul ts  or  

i f  there was any punishment  for  s teal ing the bel l?  

VS:  No,  no they didn’t  catch us ,  we were very clever  

 [ laughs] ,  but  certainly the pol ice came and you 

 know there was fear  in  our  hearts  because of  the 

 terror  that  they could inst i l l  but  nothing came of  the 

 invest igat ions  so we managed to  get  away l ight ly,  at  

 that  t ime.  

MN: Any contemporaries  that  you s t i l l  remember whom 

you knew?  

VS:  Well ,  Yusuf Bhamjee is  in  Parl iament  at  the 

moment ;  Yusuf’s  brother  was Hanif  Bhamjee,  he 

was very vocal  and act ive with us ,  ja ,  those were 

some of  the names in  terms of  persons who are 

current ly pol i t ical ly act ive from Pietermart izburg.  

MN: Last ly on your family,  you being the youngest ,  so  

 many of  you at  home,  did al l  the others  get  the 

 equal  opportuni t ies  that  you got?  

VS:  Well  in  terms of  educat ion,  my eldest  brother  and 

 eldest  s is ter  became teachers .  Another  brother  

 became a photographer;  another  didn’t  pursue 

 educat ion al though she had the opportuni ty to  do 

 i t .  I had another  brother  who became a medical  

 technologis t ;  a  s is ter  became a medical  doctor;  

 another  s is ter  who’s  become a l ibrar ian.  So there 

 was certainly an emphasis  on t rying to  get  formal  

 educat ion and get  post-matr ic  qual i f icat ions ,  they 



 9 

 were encouraged principal ly by my mother  and 

 father .  

MN: Okay.   Can you take us  through the chain of  your 

 post-matr ic?  

VS:  The post-matr ic  experience in  terms of  educat ion 

was,  I went  to  Springfield Col lege of  Educat ion for  

two years  and I got  a  primary teachers’  diploma,  and 

this  was in  the period 1967 and 1968 and then,   in  

1969 I got  a  teaching appointment  wi th the 

Department  of  Indian Educat ion in  a  school  cal led 

Howick West  Primary School .   I taught  for  three 

months  and decided that  I wasn’t  going to  cont inue 

as  a  teacher;  pr incipal ly because I fel t  I needed to  

further  my own educat ion;  and decided that  I would 

do this  outs ide the country and lef t  South Africa 

with the help of  my parents  to  go to  the Uni ted 

Kingdom; went  to  London;  and in  1969 did s tudies  

for  the Bri t ish A Levels  and O Levels ;  and wrote 

exams in  January 1970;  passed them; and was 

admit ted as  an ex ternal  s tudent  of  the Univers i ty of  

London;  to  s tar t  in  September 1970.   I was working 

three jobs  in  the UK to pay for  my keep,  but  also 

was fortunate in  that  there were relat ives ,  who I 

s tayed with,  and who were very unders tanding.  Then 

I had an opportuni ty to  go and spend the summer of  

1970 in  Canada,  as  a  summer s tudent .   This  was 

through an enquiry that  I made with the Canadian 

Embassy,  and they al lowed me to  come in and work 

as  a  s tudent  and when I got  there,  I was able to  

work as  wel l  as  I went  to  the Univers i ty of  

Saskatchewan in  Saskatoon because I had a brother  

who was there,  and I went  to  s tay with him and 

through his  ass is tance,  I enrol led at  the Univers i ty 
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of Saskatchewan and they asked me to  do a course 

in  French as  an addi t ional  language and then they 

would then accept  me as  a  ful l - t ime s tudent  at  that  

univers i ty.   And so I enrol led.  The day I enrol led,  I 

got  a  job f i l l ing petrol  at  a  f i l l ing s tat ion and the 

owner was very unders tanding and he would al low 

me to  come after  my univers i ty lectures  to  cont inue 

f i l l ing petrol  at  the petrol  s tat ion and over  

weekends and working at  the petrol  s tat ion,  I was 

able to  gather  enough money to  pay for  my school  

fees ,  univers i ty fees .   And then I s tayed;  I was 

 accepted at  the Univers i ty of  Saskatchewan 

and did a degree in  Pol i t ical  Science and Sociology 

at  the  Univers i ty of  Saskatchewan from 1970 

to  1972.  And thereafter  enrol led in  a  post-graduate 

course in  community development  at  the Univers i ty 

of  Alberta  in  Edmonton,  and at  that  t ime,  during 

that  period was involved in  the creat ion of  a  

s t ructure cal led The Free Southern Africa 

Commit tee in   Edmonton,  and we created this  

commit tee to  raise awareness  about  the at roci t ies  

that  Apartheid was infl ict ing on the people in  South 

Africa.  

MN: That  is  in  Southern Africa as  a  region,  or  South 

 Africa?  

VS:  In  South Africa.  

MN: Oh.  

VS:  Yes.   So we were based in  Edmonton,  in  the middle 

of  Canada,  and going to  the schools ,  high schools  

and the radio and talking about  the ravages of  

Apartheid and we had a f i lm;  i t  was done by a chap 

cal led Nana Mahomo,  and i t  was cal led “The Last  

Grave at  Dimbaza."  It  was a very emotive f i lm 
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about  the way in  which the migrant  labour system 

impacted on the communit ies  in  the Ciskei .  We 

would use this  as  a  s tar t ing point  for  discussions.  It  

was qui te  fascinat ing to  be involved in  this  kind of  

educat ional  work.   But  also interest ingly,  at  that  

t ime in  Edmonton,  we had the opportuni ty to  host  

the ANC and Yusuf Dadoo came,  represent ing the 

ANC right  across  Canada and we were the hosts  for  

him in that  ci ty.   And we also had Freni  Ginwala 

[Speaker  of  the South African Parl iament]  come 

across  in  1975 to  the Habi tat  World Conference and 

we hosted her  and in  host ing her  we would arrange a 

publ ic  meet ing,  we would advert ise i t ,  we would get  

media for  i t ,  media at tent ion,  we would get  her  onto 

the radio and local  televis ion s tat ions  to  talk  about  

South Africa and what  was happening there,  and the 

ANC and so on.    

 So i t  was qui te  an interest ing t ime whi le I was 

s tudying.  And then in  1976,  June,  16th of  June 

erupted.   And after  having l ived in  Canada for  s ix  

years ,  I told my fr iends I’m now leaving to  return to  

South Africa.  

MN: That  is  af ter  1976?  

VS:  Yes.   I came back on the 20th of  June 1976,  af ter  

 having been away for  s ix  years  in  the UK and in  

 Canada.  

MN: What  made you leave,  I mean I’m sorry to  say this  

but  somebody with you l iving so largely in  a  

country l ike Canada to  come back,  is  i t ,  was the 

love of  the country that  pushed you so hard?  

VS:  It  was to  be engaged in  the revolut ion.  

MN: You bel ieved i t  had s tar ted?  
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VS: The revolut ion had s tar ted.  It  had s tar ted.  There was 

a long road to  go but  i t  had s tar ted and we needed to  

be in  the country because that’s  where i t  was going 

to  happen.  

MN: What  happened to  the organisat ion that  you lef t  i t  

wi th  the -  ?  

VS:  Yes.   There was a chap cal led Ken Lukeheart  and 

others ,  who cont inued i t  and Ken Lukeheart  

eventual ly wrote a  book on SACTU. He was an 

his torian as  wel l  in  Canada,  and he was heading up 

the Free Southern Africa Commit tee.  

MN: Is  he a Canadian?  

VS:  He’s  Canadian ja .   There’s  Barbara somebody and 

 Ken Lukeheart  wrote a  book on SACTU; ja  and they 

 cont inued i t ;  but  there were l i t t le  groups al l  over  

 Canada that  were t rying to  raise consciousness  and 

 awareness  about  what  was going on in  Southern 

 Africa and there was a network of  those people ja ,  

 so  I returned in  ’76.  

MN: So you came back to  the hot  bed?  

VS:  Yes.  

MN: What  happened then?  

VS:  Oh,  i t  was very interest ing coming back in  ’76.   I 

was looking for  a  job.  I also spent  some t ime with 

my parents  and my father;  we t ravel led in  South 

Africa and we went  to  Botswana.   I had the 

opportuni ty or  the opt ion of  working in  Francis town 

in Botswana as  a  Canadian Univers i ty Service 

Overseas  Volunteer;  i t ’s  a  Canadian vers ion of  

Peace Corps type act ivi ty al though,  you know, 

Canadians  wouldn’t  want  to  be associated with the 

Peace Corps,  and that’s  why we went  to  Botswana to  

meet  wi th the Canadian people there.  But  eventual ly 
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decided that  I wasn’t  going to  accept  that  opt ion,  I 

would prefer  to  work in  South Africa and so spent  a  

fai r  amount  of  t ime with my family and looked for  a  

job.  and then I saw an advert isement  for  a  

programme cal led "Give One Year of  Your Life." It  

was a church programme,  an interdenominat ional  

church programme,  and I went  to  the organisers  and 

I said,  "I’m Hindu,  but  I’d  l ike to  be part  of  this  

programme."  And they said,  "No problem, come and 

join us ."  I spent  three months  in  1977,  in  a  very 

intensive programme cal led The Nat ional  Youth 

Leadership Training Programme,  and i t  was a 

t remendous experience and an opportuni ty to  

reintegrate into South Africa.  It  was a whole;  i t  was 

a non-racial  col lect ion of  people and we had an 

opportuni ty to  be exposed to  pol i t ical  educat ion;  

designing educat ional  events ;  unders tanding 

theology of  l iberat ion;  a  whole range of  things;  

which was very helpful ,  and then af ter  the three 

months  t raining you need to  be placed somewhere;  

and I was fortunate at  that  t ime to  get  a  placement  

and this  is  also where the s tar t  of  the intense 

pol i t ical  act ivi ty began.  I saw an advert isement  for  

a  job for  a  community worker  at  the Tongaat  Chi ld  

Welfare Society,  and I was debat ing on whether  I 

shal l  apply for  i t  and my s is ter- in-law worked at  the 

cl inic cal led the Beatr ice Street  Cl inic in  Durban,  

and at  the Beatr ice Street  Cl inic,  my fr iend Praveen 

Gordhan was the pharmacis t .  So my s is ter- in-law 

said to  Praveen Gordhan,  “My brother- in-law’s  jus t  

came back from Canada,  why don’t  you talk  to  

him?”  So I remember going to  Beatr ice Street  

Cl inic and having a chat  in  the pharmacy of  the 
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Beatr ice Street  Cl inic wi th Praveen Gordhan about  

what  I was doing and where I came from and so on 

and I said to  him,  “Here’s  a  job here at  Tongaat  

Chi ld  Welfare what  do you think,  do you think I 

should apply for  i t?” and he said,  “Apply for  the 

job.”  And so,  you know, but  I was going to  be a big 

revolut ionary how can I work at  a  chi ld  welfare 

society?   I wanted to  be involved in  the s t ruggle,  

but  he said,  “No just  be calm,  jus t  go and apply for  

this  job.”  And so I did.  And I was accepted.  Mr BA 

Naidoo,  Mrs Ramesar  interviewed me;  and the 

Tongaat  Chi ld  Welfare Commit tee,  and they said 

"Yes,  we’l l  take you on as  a  community worker  at  

Tongaat  Chi ld  Welfare Society." And so that  

appointment  began af ter  my three months  with the 

Nat ional  Youth Leadership Training Programme,  so 

the "Give One Year of  Your Life" s tar ted with the 

three-month t raining and then I was going to  do that  

component ,  the nine-month component  at  the Chi ld 

Welfare Society,  but  I was going to  do i t  as  part  of  

my ful l - t ime work with the Chi ld Welfare Society.  

So I had the job there and i t  was a very fascinat ing 

period in  our  his tory,  and the people that  we 

interacted with there,  and i t  was very clear  through 

my associat ion with Praveen and further  discussions 

with him that  my presence there had many 

dimensions to  them.  Overt ly,  I was the community 

worker  for  the Chi ld Welfare Society,  but  

essent ial ly there was a need to  be involved in  the 

creat ion and s t rengthening of  mass  organisat ions  in  

the Tongaat  area.   It  was an area that  had a long 

his tory of  pol i t ical  involvement  and pol i t ical  work 

and they were many conscious people there,  but  the 
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youth were part icular ly keen on being involved in  

pol i t ical  act ivi ty.  Then there was the quest ion of  

developing the pol i t ical  underground,  and then there 

was the issue of  bui lding cadres  for  the ANC.  So 

there were many facets  to  that  work.  

MN: That  is  ’77?  

VS:  ’77.   So I s tayed in  Tongaat  from ’77 to  1982.  

MN: Okay.   When you s tar ted working at  the Welfare,  by 

that  t ime,  did you have a pol i t ical  home?  

VS:  Yes,  very much so I mean,  we were located within 

 the ANC.  Yes.  

MN: It  was banned though?  

VS:  The ANC was banned,  but  you know I had been 

exposed to  the ANC abroad and coming back to  

South Africa,  knew about  the Natal  Indian Congress  

which had i ts’  aff i l iat ions  with the ANC and the 

NIC was act ive at  that  t ime and so,  and Praveen 

Gordhan was associated with the NIC,  so there was 

an aff ini ty to  the Congress  Movement .  

MN: You also said that-  I would l ike you to  tel l  us  more 

about  i t -  you said that  your joining the Welfare was 

the turning point  or  the most  where you s tar ted the 

intense involvement  wi th the or  your act ivism 

star ted,  please tel l  us  more about  i t .  

VS:  Sure.  As we were saying,  there were various  

dimensions to  the work in  Tongaat ,  but  i t  was 

principal ly rooted,  or  the emphasis  of  our  work in  

the ‘70’s ,  was t rying to  see how you could -  we had 

this  term cal led the three aspects  of  our  work.   It  

was organizat ion;  consciousness-bui lding and 

mobi l isat ion:  OCMS we cal led i t .  And Praveen 

Gordhan was the man who drummed those things 

into our  head.  Organisat ion,  consciousness  and 
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mobil isat ion,  OCMS, I think the terminology is  s t i l l  

used today,  you seem to recognise i t .   And we had 

to  give effect  to  those things,  i t ’s  how do we 

organise ourselves?  And we recognized,  at  the t ime,  

that  you couldn’t  go there overt ly on a pol i t ical  

banner,  you were s t i l l  in  a  very repressive cl imate 

and this  is  1977,  i t ’s  af ter  ’76,  the clamp-down has  

begun,  a  new clamp-down has  come from the 

regime,  but  you s t i l l  had to  organise people.   And 

so,  we said we would work with the organisat ions  

that  ex is t  in  those communit ies  so the Chi ld Welfare 

Society was a legi t imate,  es tabl ished organisat ion.  

The civic organisat ions  were very es tabl ished in  

that  area-  had a Tongaat  Civic Associat ion,  and so 

we worked with those s t ructures .   But  we had to  

shif t  the thinking within those organisat ions  to  a  

more progressive way of  thinking,  and so i t  needed 

a new inject ion of  leadership into those s t ructures ,  

and i t  was the corps  of  those wonderful  young 

people in  Tongaat  who unders tood that  we were not  

going to  change this  thing overnight ,  we had to  go 

and establ ish ourselves  as  members  of  the Chi ld 

Welfare Society,  even though you might  have 

revolut ionary aspirat ions ,  you go there and you s i t  

there and you work with those commit tees  and you 

do the work that  has  to  be done,  in  terms of  

responding to  the welfare needs of  people.  

MN: Can we pause please?  

VS:  Sure.  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

RESUMPTION ON SIDE B 

VS:  Ja,  so we recognised that  we had to  give effect  to  

OCMS and we had to  work with ex is t ing s t ructures ,  
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and the Chi ld Welfare Society was one of  the 

s t ructures ,  the youth had to  unders tand i t  to  go and 

make that  s t ructure work.   Similar ly,  wi th the Civic 

Associat ion.  It  became,  i t  had i ts  own s tyle of  

working,  and i t  needed to  be a lot  more conscious 

about  the other  bigger  issues ,  so again you needed 

to  inject  that  into the s t ructures  and that’s  what  the 

youth did.   And they made a t remendous impact  on 

the community,  and they then also es tabl ished the 

Tongaat  Youth Club and they t r ied very hard to  

bui ld  bridges  between Tongaat  and Hambanat i  so 

you could have a non-racial  youth organisat ion and 

they were very commit ted to  doing that  and 

interest ingly one of  the things that  we did in  

Tongaat  was a chi ld  heal th  screening in  1979,  i t  was 

cal led,  i t  was the Internat ional  Year of  the Chi ld 

and we mobi l ised maybe a 150 volunteers ,  mainly 

young people,  to  come and bring chi ldren and we 

must  have examined over  a  1000 chi ldren and 

establ ished their  weight  and their  head 

ci rcumference and through al l  kinds of  measures  to  

look at  their  s tate  of  heal th .  We worked with the 

Department  of  Community Heal th  at  the Univers i ty 

of  Natal ,  and they turned i t  in to  a  manual  of  how to 

do chi ld  heal th  screenings which other  communit ies  

could use.  But  coming out  of  the Tongaat  

experience we had some- the current  deputy mayor 

of  the Unici ty was one of  the Tongaat  Youth Club 

members ,  ja .   The whole bunch of  other  people,  who 

made t remendous contr ibut ions  in  the underground.  

Thiruth Mistr i  came out  from Tongaat ,  out  of  that  

experience,  and lef t  to  join the ANC in the 
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underground and he was t rained,  and joined the MK 

and came back as  part  of  Operat ion Vula.  

MN: Okay.  The mobi l isat ion of  youth,  you said the 

 youth was very eager ,  was this  at t r ibuted to  the  fact  

of  1976?  

VS:  I think that  this  defini tely was a -  that  ’76 had an 

impact  on the youth and ’77.   You had an act ive,  the 

non-racial  sports  movement  also contr ibuted to  that ,  

the thinking that  was going on at  the univers i ty,  and 

the s tudent  organisat ions  there now wanted to  bring 

some of  those ideas  back.  The impact  of  the Natal  

Indian Congress ,  al l ,  I th ink al l  of  those things had 

contr ibuted,  but  you had a whole atmosphere 

nat ional ly,  where you saw that  the groundwork 

being laid  for  making the country ungovernable.  It  

had i ts  or igins  there certainly from Soweto,  and 

those things now began to  spi l l  over  into other  parts  

of  the country.  

MN: Were you now comfortable wi th working for  the 

 Welfare?  

VS:  Yes,  yes ,  I unders tood that  there was a pol i t ical  

purpose for  my being there.  I also enjoyed my work 

with the Welfare Society;  and we helped to  es tabl ish 

the youth organisat ion;  the women’s  organisat ion;  

we did the chi ld  heal th  screening;  we did a 

socioeconomic survey of  the ent i re  area;  we did a 

household subsis tence level  s tudy in  part icular  parts  

of  that  area;  we contr ibuted to  promoting the non-

racial  agenda;  the Nat ional  Counci l  for  Chi ld  

Welfare;  and obviously in  col laborat ion with many 

other  more pol i t ical ly conscious people from other  

Chi ld  Welfare societ ies ,  who were also keen to  

promote the non-racial  agenda.  
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MN: If  we go back two years  back- in  ’77,  the death of  

Steve Biko,  most  people,  most  act ivis ts  claim that  

Steve Biko’s  death brought  two things to  them: i t  

brought  fear ,  i t  a lso inf luenced them to go further ,  

how did you -  ?  

VS:  Yes.  From our s ide,  you know, we saw the regime 

engaging in  huge acts  of  brutal i ty.   S teve Biko’s  

was one of  those,  and the most  at rocious ones ,  to  

think of ,  but  you could see thousands of  other  

people being the vict ims of  s tate  brutal i ty,  you 

know, of  the worst  kind.  And our response to  i t  was,  

"We’ve got  to  work harder  in  terms of  bui lding our 

organisat ion,  bui lding consciousness ,  mobi l is ing 

people to  res is t  this  regime."  We have a long 

s t ruggle ahead of  us ,  and you can’t  jus t  have an 

emotional  response to  that ,  i t  has  to  be a planned,  

conscious,  organised act  of  res is tance.   So that’s  

where the energy,  as  I unders tood i t ,  we were t rying 

to  focus on,  rather  than an emotional  outburs t  at  

what ,  at  the acts  of  violence that  they were 

commit t ing because,  unless  you tackled that  rat  i t s  

source,  i t  was going to  cont inue to  inf l ict  that  kind 

of  violence on thousands more people.  That  was our 

approach.  

MN: Do you remember some of  the youngsters  that  you 

 worked with at  Tongaat?  

VS:  Ja,  there’s  a  whole bunch of  people,  I mean Segi  

Pi l lay,  Siva Naidoo,  Logie Naidoo,  Shir ley Raman,  

there’s  a  range of  people,  who real ly put  in  a  lot  of  

t ime and effort ,  to  contr ibute to  changing people,  

people’s  at t i tude to  the regime and looking to  the 

future.   And the consequence of  that ,  in terest ingly,  

i s  that ,  when the ANC had i ts’  las t  elect ion-  local  
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government  elect ions-  the ANC won al l  the local  

government  seats  in  Tongaat ,  where in  other  Indians  

areas  they were not  successful ,  as  successful .   So 

i t ’s  those people who cont inue to  work quiet ly and 

pat ient ly in  the mass  organisat ions  and raise 

people’s  unders tanding of  the issues  that  we’re 

faced with.  

MN: The integrat ion or  the harmony between the Tongaat  

and Hambanat i  community that ,  d id  you achieve the 

goal?  

VS:  Well  i t  was very diff icul t  I must  say,  there was 

certainly a wi l l ingness  and an awareness  and a 

keenness  to  do that  and we had people l ike Ian 

Mkize and others ,  who were leaders  who paid a 

bi t ter  pr ice.  I think the culminat ion of  non-racial  

uni ty came up through the ‘80’s  through the UDF 

and we had a joint  civic s t ructure cal led JORAC, 

with people in  African townships ,  Indian townships  

coming together ,  and through Ian’s  involvement  in  

the UDF [Uni ted Democrat ic  FRONT],  the s tate’s  

repress ive machinery at tacked,  and the people in  

Hambanat i  were the vict ims of  savage violence from 

the s tate ,  ex tensively led by the IFP [ INKATHA 

FREEDOM PARTY.]   It  was real  massacre of  the 

people who were commit ted to  non-racial ism and 

support ing the UDF, and they routed that  

leadership;  they physical ly chased them out  of  the 

township i f  they didn’t  ki l l  them. 

MN: Let’s  go back a l i t t le ,  you told us  about  1979,  how 

long did you s tay with the Welfare?  

VS:  I worked at  the Tongaat  Chi ld  Welfare from 1977 to  

1982.  

MN: 1982?  
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VS: Yes.  

MN: Then in  1982 that’s  the year  fol lows,  that  was the 

format ion of  the UDF.. .     

VS:    1983.  

MN: ’83,  can you take us  through the ’82 period to  ’83,  

in  your act ivism?  

VS:  Right ,  wel l  essent ial ly our  act ivism act ivism star ted 

in  the mid-70’s  and one of  the major  emphasis  that  

we were giving through this  late  ‘70’s  was the 

creat ion of  Civic Organisat ion.  And so we saw the 

emergence of  Civic Organisat ions  and because of  

the racial  compartments  that  we were working in ,  

we had to ,  we could focus our  energies  in  the Indian 

areas .   So in  Chatsworth and Phoenix  and Merebank,  

and Tongaat  and Pietermari tzburg,  you saw people 

creat ing and establ ishing Civic Organisat ions ,  and 

that  was a very important  publ ic  s t ructure through 

which we could then set  up a network of  people.  We 

saw through that  period the es tabl ishment  of  the 

Durban Housing Act ion Commit tee,  DHAC, -  some 

people might  have referred to  that  -  again huge 

amount  of  effort  in  set t ing up that  s t ructure,  

t raining people,  making sure that  that  s t ructure 

worked wel l  as  a  representat ive body of  people in  

those areas .   That  laid  the basis  for  the UDF work.  

And thinking around the UDF star ted in  that  ’82 

period,  and by this  t ime,  from 1979 we had 

establ ished a very direct  relat ionship with 

Swazi land,  and so the pol i t ical  underground work 

was now beginning to  also consol idate.  

MN: Can we pause?  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 
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MN: Welcome back Sir .   You were tel l ing us  about  the – 

VS:  Yes,  that  in  1979,  we had establ ished contact  wi th 

Swazi land,  again i t  was through Praveen Gordhan 

who,  at  that  s tage,  I mean he had known people l ike 

Sonny Singh,  Mac Maharaj ,  o thers  who had worked 

here,  af ter  having been released on the Is land and 

then having gone and Vis  Pi l lay,  Ivan Pi l lay from 

Merebank and Rajes  Pi l lay,  who were in  Swazi land 

and so,  in  1979 he’d asked me to  go with Thiruth  

Mist r i  to  meet  wi th Ivan in  Manzini ,  and we met  

wi th Mac and with Ivan and with Indres  Naidoo and 

establ ished a communicat ion plan for  regular  

contact  between the ANC and the mass  work that  we 

were doing in  South Africa.   Interest ingly,  at  that  

t ime,  we were involved in  the debate in  1979,  about  

whether  we should part icipate in  Apartheid 

Inst i tut ions  or  not ,  The South African Indian 

Counci l ,  and we had proposed a posi t ion,  “Let  us  go 

and take over  this  Indian Counci l”  and i t  was a 

fascinat ing debate,  created t remendous heat  and 

chal lenged us .  The argument  that  we were proposing 

is  that  i t  would help us  in  our  OCMS strategy,  by 

using the s tate  ins t i tut ions .  

MN: Working from the inside?  

VS:  Yes.   And i t  would give us  a  l i t t le  more space 

because we were s t i l l  commit ted to  the object ives  of  

the ANC.  Ah,  we got  very seriously chal lenged 

 by people who would not  even tolerate this  an 

inch and so,  there was publ ic  debate about  i t  and 

eventual ly through the intervent ion of  the ANC, and 

 we discussed this  at  length.  I remember 

discussing  i t  in  1979 and I remember Praveen 

going to  London  to  debate i t ,  and eventual ly i t  was 



 23 

agreed that  we would withdraw that  posi t ion,  and 

we did.   But  i t  lef t  a  legacy of  suspicion about  these 

young people who are involved in  this  pol i t ical  

act ivi ty for  opportunis t ic  reasons.  [Laughs]   So we 

had to  convince some of  the opponents  of  that  

posi t ion that ,  that  wasn’t  the case;  that  we were just  

t rying to  think about  this  thing in  tact ical  ways.   

But  i t  lef t  an interest ing chal lenge to  us  to  intensify 

our  work,  and i t  was around that  t ime that  we then 

laid  the basis  for  the UDF and were involved in  the 

thinking around that .   Interest ingly,  I omit ted to  say 

that  we had also in  the lat ter  part  of  the ‘70’s  and 

early ‘80’s  worked with people l ike Bobby Marie 

and Shameem Meer,  and others ,  real ly had an 

opportuni ty to  work with them as  wonderful ,  but  we 

formulated the idea of  es tabl ishing the Community 

Research Uni t ,  CRU, and we were able to  secure 

some funding from Holland,  from Nova for  this  

s t ructure and i t  was going to  be an NGO that  would 

serve as  mass  organisat ions ,  pr incipal ly civics  and 

i t  would do research work.   So the research work 

that  we s tar ted in  Tongaat ,  in  terms of  

socioeconomic surveys and household subsis tence 

levels  and so on,  al l  that  informat ion and knowledge 

that  we had acquired about  how to  do i t ,  we took 

into the Community Research Uni t .  The idea was 

that  we would use research as  a  point   of  entry 

into communit ies  and we would be able to  say we 

want  to  do a survey in  this  area,  we need s tudents  

and we need volunteers  and we would be able to  

t rain  them in how to go about  doing this  thing,  they 

would go interview people and the process  of  

interviewing people and meet ing people in  their  
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houses ,  they would get  an insight  and unders tanding 

about  what  the condi t ions  were that  people were 

l iving in .  We fel t  that  i f  you wanted  to  have 

your own consciousness  shif ted,  i t  must  be on the 

basis  of  unders tanding the real i ty that   ex is ted in  

the world around us .  And what  bet ter  way of  

unders tanding that  real i ty by going r ight  to  where 

people were?  

MN: Door-to-door.  

VS:  Door-to-door.   It  was real ly something.   And so i t  

was a very interest ing inst rument  that  we developed 

as  a  way,  as  a  point  of  entry.   So we had this  

Community Research Uni t  s tar ted,  launched in  

1980.  Jerry Coovadia,  whom you interviewed was 

the chairman of  the board,  Nesa Pi l lay,  was a 

researcher  at  the Univers i ty of  Natal  came,  sat  wi th 

us ,  Paul  Azulu was there and Franci  Lund,  Noddi  

Ginnabhai ,  and they were our  board.   They gave us  

the space to  go use research techniques  and,  but  i t  

was real ly very much act ion research,  i t  was not  

academic research.  Ja,  ja  and there was an expl ici t  

pol i t ical  agenda,  wel l  not  an expl ici t  a  covert  

pol i t ical  agenda to  what  we were doing.  The 

Community Research Uni t  was es tabl ished in  1980 

and interest ingly this  las t  month,  we’re in  the 

process  of  closing the s t ructure down.  

MN: Oh.  

VS:  Ja,  because i t  evolved from the Community 

Research Uni t  wi th the Labour and Economic 

Research project  into the Centre of  Community and 

Labour Studies ,  and we’re now closing i t  down 

because i t  served i ts  purpose.   So af ter  twenty-two 

years ,  we’re closing that  chapter .  
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MN: You’re f inal ly closing shop.  

VS:  Yes.  

MN: Yes.  Now the format ion of  the UDF, what  led to  

 i t?  

VS:  Well ,  i t  real ly was the interest ing convergence of  

forces .   We saw the ANC real ly put t ing a huge push 

into the country with i ts  four  plaques of  the 

pol i t ical  underground;  the internat ional  isolat ion;  

the mil i tary intervent ion;and the mass  organisat ions  

within the country.   So i t  was an element  of  the 

ANC strategy.  We saw in the country,  civic 

organisat ions  emerging;  we saw progressive t rade 

union organisat ions  emerging;  we saw people in  the 

churches  and rel igious organisat ions  emerging;  and 

i t  indicated that  object ively,  the condi t ions  were 

there to  be able to  create a  fai r ly wide umbrel la  

s t ructure that  would provide a home for  al l  these 

different  format ions that  were so dynamical ly 

operat ing,  on the ground.  That  home would be able 

to  present  a  very interest ing chal lenge to  the 

regime.  And was the culminat ion of  the mass  

mobi l isat ion work,  not  to  say culminat ion,  but  a  

new stage in  which you could take the mass  

mobi l isat ion work to  1983.   I mean you couldn’t  

think,  I mean I remember t rying to  see how we 

could work with Cheesa Tsnol i  and Jabu Si thole in  

Lamontvi l le ,  in  taking this  research approach into 

Lamontvi l le  and seeing how we could get  the civic 

s t ructures  in  Lamontvi l le  going,  but  the repression 

was horr i f ic ,  you know in the African townships .   

We had some space,  but  there they were merci less ,  

the regime.  But  once the UDF was es tabl ished i t  

gave you an opportuni ty to  have an auspices  under 
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which you could operate.   But  again the repression 

came,  but  i t  was a new ini t iat ive which might  have 

put  the regime a bi t  off  guard in  terms of  how they 

were going to  respond to  i t .  And the popular  support  

for  this  s t ructure was qui te  phenomenal .   It  was in  

terms of  the launch in  1983 in  Cape Town,  and we 

al l  went  in  the buses  to  Rockvi l le ,  and we saw the 

launch and we were a part  of  i t ,  and interest ingly 

the UDF declarat ion was drafted in  the Community 

Research Uni t  off ices ,  and i t  was taken to  Cape 

Town.   We did a lot  of  preparatory work as  wel l  and 

made our contr ibut ion.  You know obviously lots  of  

people were making a contr ibut ion to  i t .  But  the 

UDF was a very interest ing ini t iat ive,  in  terms of  

creat ing some cohesive approach to  chal lenging the 

regime and giving effect  to  this  not ion of  

ungovernabi l i ty.   I mean the Koornhof Bi l ls  and the 

Tricameral  System. And the Koornhof Bi l ls  you had 

the opportuni ty of  bringing the African people on 

board,  the Tricameral  System were the Indian and 

Coloured people,  and this  was a mechanism to 

create uni ty.   It  was a chal lenge;  i t  was an amazing 

chal lenge.  And my sense is  that  the efforts  of  the 

people who were involved in  the UDF and the 

ungovernabi l i ty campaign was one of ,  I would rate 

i t  as  a  bigger  chal lenge to  the regime than even the 

armed s t ruggle.   Ja ,  because i t  was so widespread 

and so popularly based the regime didn’t  know what  

to  do with i t .   The armed s t ruggle,  i t  could mobi l ise 

i t s  army to squash i t .  It  could create a  cordon 

outs ide South Africa,  but  in  terms of  the mass  

mobi l isat ion and the res is tance on the s t reets ,  I 

think i t  real ly shook them in terms of  not  knowing 
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how to deal  wi th this ,  and the culminat ion of  i t  I 

th ink you know, i t  was a s ignif icant  contr ibut ion to  

what  happened in  1990 and the release of  Mandela 

and the process .   I th ink the UDF was a very 

s ignif icant  contr ibut ion.  

MN: The launch what ,  how was i t  l ike?  

VS:  The launch was wonderful .  I mean we al l  mobi l ised 

in  the buses  and we organised to  get  people from the 

different  communit ies ,  I mean i t  was a sense of  

recreat ing the Freedom Charter  -  [ laughs]  -  you 

know and get t ing people involved and,  i t  was 

wonderful  to  see ordinary people from townships  

coming together .   Again;  the non-racial ism element .  

You know, people from the townships  of  the Indian 

and Coloured and African communit ies  -  al l  coming 

together  and going to  this  thing and saying:  "We are 

uni t ing behind one banner." 

MN: Mr Suparsad just  -  [ interrupt ion] .  

VS:  Vish,  Vish is  my name.  

MN: Okay.   Vish for  interest ,  women,  women don’t  seem 

to be -  [ interrupt ion]   

VS:    On the fr inge.  

MN: Yes,  where were the women?  

VS:  Well  you know, I think you’ve spoken to  Daya 

Pi l lay,   and when you spoke to  her  she spoke to  you 

about  the work in  Phoenix  in  doing  organis ing work 

through civics  and so on,  the  backbone of  a  lot  of  

that  organis ing work was women doing that  work,  

organis ing i t  and pul l ing people together  and so on.  

MN: The reason I’m asking when I get ,  when people 

paint  this  picture of  revolut ion,  late  ‘70’s ,  ‘80’s ,  

you f ind that  i t  was a macho thing,  i t  seems l ike 

men -  where were women?  
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VS: Ja.  

MN: Because even when I hear  of  speakers  on the launch,  

i t  seemed to  be i t  was only males  who came and 

spoke.  

VS:  I think that  you know people l ike,  you know the new 

leadership of  women,  I think hadn’t  emerged yet ,  

but  you s t i l l  had Li l ian Ngoyi  and Helen Joseph and 

other  people who came from the ‘50’s .  The new 

leadership hadn’t  emerged yet ,  as  I would 

unders tand i t .   I th ink in  our  own mass  organis ing 

work as  we saw i t  f rom the window that  we were 

looking at ,  women were part  of  i t ,  ja .  But  in  terms 

of  the leadership we didn’t  see many women.   But  

jus t  remember that  a  leadership to  emerge out  of  a  

repressive s i tuat ion was a tough one.  You’re deal ing 

with a  tough enemy,  and even in  the UDF, to  get  

African leadership into the UDF was a huge 

chal lenge because the way in  which the s tate  acted 

in  i t s ’  repressive form especial ly against  Africans ,  

so that 's  why we had to-  i t  was Archie Gumede and 

Terror  [Lekota]  came out ,  but  the al legat ion then 

was made you know with these Indian people,  you 

know not  al lowing the African leadership to  emerge,  

but  the real i ty was that  the repress ion was so,  so 

severe,  that  i t  was very diff icul t  for  them to emerge,  

whether  i t ’s  you know, women or  African leadership 

and so on,  I think i t  was in  that  contex t  that  we 

need to  unders tand that .  

MN: 1983 i t  was formed;  then can you take us  through 

 that ,  through from ’83 onwards.  

VS:  Ja.  

MN: As far  as  your act ivism is  concerned.  
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VS: Ja,  ’83 I think we were,  you know, we were real ly 

beginning to  see how the,  our  approach of  get t ing 

mass  organisat ions  going having an impact .   And so 

there were many mobi l is ing campaigns and they 

would be you know, this  Saturday we wil l  al l  get  

together  and bl i tz  the ci ty and we’l l  jus t  throw,  give 

pamphlets  out ,  you know, and so you could do that  

mobi l is ing.  While al l  this  was going on,  the 

underground work was cont inuing -  was in  fact  

increasing,  and my funct ion was to  maintain our  

l ink with Swazi land.  I was inst ructed to  maintain a  

very low profi le ,  so any t ime anything happened,  I 

had to  be observing i t ,  I had to  record i t ,  because I 

had to  pass  the informat ion on to  the outs ide,  but  I 

should not  be vis ible.   So i t  was a very interest ing 

kind of  chal lenge when al l  these things were 

happening.   But  there were some important  events .  

1984 the elect ions  came,  Tricameral  elect ions ,  huge,  

huge mobi l isat ion,  one 1500 volunteers  were 

mobi l ised to  moni tor ,  to  see how we could get  our  

pamphlets  out  and to  res is t ,  and make sure that  

people s tayed away.   And again,  not  through 

coercion but  by talking to  people and saying this  

thing doesn’t  work,  but  I suppose i t ’s  easier  to  ask 

people not  to  do something than to  get  people to  do 

something.  

MN: I mean you campaigned r ight  to  their  queues?  

VS:  Yes,  yes  but  also we’re able to  moni tor .   We had 

every,  jus t  about  at  every pol l ing s tat ion say in  a  

township l ike Phoenix ,  we would be able to  t ry and 

ident i fy a  house that  was close by that  would be 

seen count ing the number of  people going to  the 

pol l ing s tat ion and they would then ‘phone to  a  
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central  locat ion,  where we would get  al l  th is  

informat ion about  as  many pol l ing s tat ions  as  

possible,  and we would then col late  that  informat ion 

and we would feed i t  to  Capi tal  Radio to  say,  “Our 

campaign is  working because at  this  hour,  only  so 

many people have gone.”  So that  was the level   of  

informat ion network that  we’d set  up.  

MN: Now, when you report  these happenings,  were you 

 report ing i t  as  UDF or  as  Civics?  

VS:  I’m t rying to  remember who i t  was.   The UDF was 

leading the campaign,  so i t  would go as  a  UDF press  

report ,  yes ,  yes ,  ja  and interest ingly,  Mike 

Sut tcl i ffe ,  who was the Unici ty Manager,  had just  

come back  from finishing his  PhD, and he was 

famil iar  wi th Apple computers ,  so we had a Hong 

Kong Apple and he was put t ing al l  this  informat ion 

into the computer  and we’d be print ing the s tuff  out ,  

and we’d be feeding i t  to  the press .  And we had a 

central  place,  s ix  lawyers  gave up their  off ices  in  

Field Street  and said,  “Here,  you can use our  place 

as  a  central  informat ion point ,  net t ing point .”    

MN: And the success?  

VS:  Huge success .   Nobody went  and voted for  them or 

 hardly anybody.   It  was a fai lure.  

MN: Even though i t  went  ahead.  

VS:  Ja,  ja ,  they went  ahead.  They were commit ted;  

 they’l l  do i t ,  regardless .  

MN: Yes.  

VS:  And you had people l ike Rajbansi  and others  who 

 supported i t ,  you know.  So you can unders tand the 

 emotive sent iment  that  people have against  those 

 who part icipated in  those s t ructures  when there was 

 this  huge res is tance.  
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MN: The Alan Hendrickses?  

VS:  Ja,  ja .  

MN: Okay,  now they came in  ’84 these elect ions  and won 

and so the Tricameral  was es tabl ished,  what  did you 

do af ter  that?  

VS:  Interest ingly,  ’84 for  the Tricameral ,  there was the 

people who went  and sat  in  at  the Embassy,  the 

Bri t ish Embassy.  

MN: Tel l  us  about  that .  

VS:  Ja.   Wel l  what  happened in  terms of  myself  i s  that  

the ANC said I needed to  go out  for  t raining,  in  

terms of  intel l igence,  and so I’d appl ied to  the 

Bri t ish Counci l  to  go and s tudy at  the Univers i ty of  

Manchester ,  to  do Adul t  Educat ion.   So Bri t ish 

Counci l  paid for  me to  go to  the Univers i ty of  

Manchester  to  s tudy educat ion.  

MN: Can we pause please?  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A 

MN: Right ,  welcome back again.  

VS:  Okay so I was tel l ing you that  I was enrol led at  the 

Univeris ty of  Manchester  for  a  few months  and the 

day that  I was to  leave for  Manchester ,  Praveen 

Gordhan said,  “We’ve got  a  big problem on our 

hands now. The night  before we’re going to  be 

put t ing s ix  people into the Bri t ish Consulate.”   So I 

was able to  watch the whole,  the act ion on Bri t ish 

televis ion,  and I mean,  I knew al l  those people who 

are there.  So that  part icular  event  happened whi le I 

was abroad.  But  as  I said ostensibly I was going to  

work there,  to  be in  Manchester  for  6  months ,  I was 

there for  three months .   And I then,  we had arranged 

through the ANC and through Aziz  Pahad,  was able 



 32 

to  get  a  t icket  to  go to  GDR [German Democrat ic  

Republ ic] ,  East  Berl in  and one of  my dear  fr iends 

Busky Desai ,  who was a doctor ,  was part  of  our  

uni t ,  and he went  to  vis i t  h is  s is ter  in  India.  I f lew 

from London to  meet  him in India,  in  Delhi ,  and 

from Delhi  the two of  us  got  an Aeroflot  f l ight  to  

Moscow into Berl in ,  in  January 1985.   So for  al l  

in tents  purposes  I’m st i l l  in  Manchester  but  al l  th is  

is  happening in  Berl in .  And the ANC fel t  that  i t  was 

necessary for  us  to  increase our  Intel l igence 

capaci ty,  and principal ly to  unders tand how 

Intel l igence systems work,  because again there’s  a  

lot  of  myst ique about  the Special  Branch and the 

securi ty pol ice and so on and i f  you unders tand their  

methodology and their  thinking and the,

 techniques that  we would use,  i t  would be 

empowerment  to  the people who were involved in  

 the res is tance work.  ,  So that’s  what  German 

Intel l igence taught  us  for  s ix  weeks,  gave us  an 

unders tanding,  of  how Intel l igence systems operate 

and to  the ex tent  that  they knew the South African 

 system they t r ied to  expose us  to  that ,  and we 

found i t  fascinat ing and very useful .  

MN: The two of  you?  

VS:  The two of  us  ja .   We were t reated in  absolute 

 secrecy and managed just  the two people and we 

 had four people with us  al l  the t ime and they would 

 br ing in  special  lecturers .  

MN: When you say i t  was very useful  -  [ interrupt ion]  

VS:  No quest ion about  i t ,  in  terms of  unders tanding that  

aspect  because principal ly you know, Intel l igence,  i f  

that  doesn’t  work,  you can be very debi l i tated to  an 

organisat ion and you’ve got  to  f ind a way of  
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inf i l t rat ing the enemy.  And the ANC was successful  

in  doing that ,  ja .   So I got  back in  1985 and that  was 

the s tar t  of  the Rubicon speech from De Klerk and 

then they s tar ted a new round of  at t r i t ion in  1986.  

MN: In ’85 i t  was also the s ignif icant  one,  the format ion 

of  COSATU. 

VS:  Yes indeed,  indeed the format ion of  COSATU was 

 indeed the labour organisat ion to  get  a  mil l ion 

 members ,  ja .  

MN: Now, the Rubicon speech,  where were you,  what  

were you doing?  

VS:  We were at  a  mass  meet ing;  we were at  a  meet ing of  

some civic s t ructure meet ing,  planning for  

something that  evening.   We used to  be having 

meet ings  every night  of  the week t rying to  help 

some area with a  civic or  planning some media 

campaign,  or  doing some preparatory work with the 

Community Research Uni t  for  this ,  so i t  was at  the 

meet ing I think I was at  David Landau,  ja .   But  we 

thought  something would come up,  but  we also 

knew that  we were in  a  long protracted s t ruggle so 

i f  this  guy doesn’t  give us  anything,  we have to  

carry on in  our  s t ruggle.  

MN: Yes.   What  were your expectat ions  of  the Rubicon 

 speech?  

VS:  I must  say,  you know I mean,  the mode of  our  

 thinking was that  we’ve got  a  tough enemy here,  

 and we are in  here for  the long haul ,  and nothing is  

 going to  change easi ly,  so please brace yourself ,  

 prepare yourself ,  for  being in  this  thing for  many 

 years .   So we had very l i t t le  expectat ion and the 

 media hyped i t  up that  this  guy was going to  make 

 some s ignif icant  changes and so on.  1985,  I  
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 personal ly didn’t  have any huge expectat ions  on 

 what  this  guy was going to  give.  

MN: Because what  I was asking was,  some people might  

 have expected him to announce changes.  

VS:  Well  I think that  was the expectat ion,  and i t  d idn’t  

happen and so the Rand plunged and al l  that  sort  of  

thing.   But  from the s ide of  the act ivis ts ,  you know, 

there was no expectat ion,  I mean the head of  the 

regime is  not  going to  create the change that  we’re 

looking for ,  he was going to  make incremental  

changes that  were to  his  advantage,  so our  level  of  

expectat ion was not  high.  

MN: Why Durban for  the Rubicon speech?  

VS:  Ja,  I’m not  sure why he chose Durban I must  say,  

 real ly we didn’t  unders tand the rat ionale of  i t .  

MN: There was the general  feel ing among other  people is  

that  i t  was because of  the UDF. UDF i tsel f  was  very 

sharp in  KZN. 

VS:  Is  that  so,  wel l  that’s  interest ing,  i t  could be.   It  

could be you know and so wanted to  reassert  his  

presence whi le this  res is tance was going.  

MN: The other  thing,  the UDF in the townships ,  i t  was 

blamed by the government  you know and al l  the 

other  people before the violence that  was  happening 

during that ,  that  was the most  violent  period in  the 

townships .   What’s  your take?  What  do you think?  

VS:  I think i t  was a real ly orchestrated at tack by the 

regime on people in  the townships ,  pr incipal ly.  I 

mean,  the s tate  had mobi l ised the Army,  they had 

drafted people who had brought  in  new recrui ts ,  I 

mean they were real ly throwing resources  at  this .   It  

was in  the contex t  of  this  nat ion of  ungovernabi l i ty 

and the only way they knew how to respond to  this  
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thing was by being repressive and so they,  ei ther  

ini t iated the repression,  or  when they saw act ive 

res is tance,  they came and deal t  wi th i t  severely.    

But  also the way in  which I bel ieve they 

manipulated some of  the homeland s t ructures ,  I 

think was qui te  despicable and used black people 

against  black people,  and i t ’s  a  tact ic  that  

oppressive regimes do and i t  resul ts  in  the contex t  

of  colonisat ion,  but  we’ve seen that  happen.  

MN: What  did you make of  the fact  that  here was 

Phoenix ,  under  the UDF and next  to  i t  and here was 

Kwa Mashu which was under the KwaZulu 

Government  -  [ interrupt ion]  

VS:  It  was an absurdi ty.   Absolute absurdi ty you know 

that  you had a di fferent  government  managing Kwa 

Mashu,  and i t  was not  a  democrat ic  government ,  

elected counci l lors  and so on.   If  they had to  buy a 

desk for  the Kwa Mashu adminis t rat ion they had to  

make a requis i t ion to  Ulundi .   It  was absolute 

nonsense.   And you could see,  I mean that’s  part  of  

how in terms of  our  unders tanding of  the Koornhof 

Bi l ls  and so on and the local  government  s t ructures  

that  they were t rying to  impose in  the urban areas  as  

elements  of  reform,  we denounced.   And certainly 

worked hard as  part  of  laying the groundwork for  

the new local  government  s t ructures  to  see how we 

would dismant le  those format ions.  

MN: Now, s t i l l  on that  one general ly.  Here was Kwa 

Mashu.  People of   Kwa Mashu were expected to  I 

mean,  as  a  KwaZulu subject ,  were holding a 

di fferent  pass  of  some sort ,  same thing with the  -  

your township,  let ’s  say Phoenix  -  being under the 

South African government ,  do you  think i t  has  to  
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do with f inances ,  or  i t s  f inancial  abi l i t ies  in  the 

area that  the government  chose?  I’ l l  te l l  you why.   

Where I’m coming from, which is  Matat iele ,  you 

f ind that  the towns belong to  South Africa,  yet  the 

surrounding areas  were under  Transkei .  What  was 

the logic behind the thing?  

VS:  It  was very much the not ion that  South Africa 

belonged to  4-mil l ion people who were principal ly 

whi te,  and the res t  had to  f ind their  own way,  and 

you could create a  separate system for  the res t ,  who 

were actual ly in  abject  poverty and the least  people 

were in  the privi leged posi t ion,  had separate laws,  

separate advantages  and so on which had to  be 

secured.   And the mechanism was that  homeland 

system, which they just  imposed on people and the 

res is tance to  that ,  i t  was relat ively easy to  res is t  

because you had the Pass  system and you could see 

the apparent  and the blatant  inequi t ies  in  the way in  

which the system was working,  and you could go 

and tel l  people that  here you are;  you’re l iving in  

Kwa Mashu;  you work in  the ci ty of  Durban;  you 

helped the ci ty of  Durban to  become r ich by giving 

your labour there;  by buying there and so on.   How 

much of  whatever  you contr ibute to  the economy of  

Durban gets  back to  Kwa Mashu?   It  doesn’t  make 

sense.  

MN: To the government  of  KwaZulu?  

VS:  To the KwaZulu government  i t  means,  real ly [ inter-

rupt ion] .  

MN: It  was then when i t  was under the government  of  

KwaZulu?  

VS:  Yes.  

MN: Yet  as  soon as  they go out  they -  [ interrupt ion] .  
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VS: They’re in  South Africa and they’re contr ibut ing to  

bui lding the economy of  South Africa.  

MN: By buying there?  

VS:  Ja.   And working there.   So ja ,  i t  wasn’t  di ff icul t  to  

make the case at  a  mass  level  for  the inequi ty that  

apartheid was imposing on people.  

MN: Do you feel  l ike Mr Botha and his  government  

 succeeded in  winning the hearts  and the minds of  

 Indians ,  as  i t  was i ts’  goal  wi th the Tricameral  

 Parl iament?  

VS:  I think he won a few hearts  and minds.   We’d l ike to  

think that  i t  was just  the opportunis ts  that  he 

succeeded in  at t ract ing to  the s t ructures  that  he 

created in  1983,  ’84,  but  I think that  the 1994 

elect ions  and subsequent ly,  indicates  there is  a  

ser ious  problem in the minds of  the minori t ies  about  

where and how they locate themselves  in  the new 

South Africa,  I think that ,  that’s  the real i ty that  we 

have to  face up to ,  and see how we can begin to  

address  those insecuri t ies  and fears  that  people have 

as  a  minori ty.   And I think i t ’s  not  unique to  these 

minori t ies ,  minori t ies  al l  over  the world and I think 

that’s  part  of  why,  you know I think the role of  the 

leadership is  such a cr i t ical  one in  terms of  being 

magnanimous and welcoming and reassuring,  but  

you can’t  keep doing that  I think i t  needs to  come 

from both s ides  as  wel l  and the people from the 

minori ty sector  need to  put  their  foot  forward in  a  

more assert ive way,  as  wel l .  

MN: Now tel l  us  about  ’86,  the State of  Emergency,  what  

were you doing,  how was your act ivism?  

VS:  1986 -  I had to  go to  Hol land to  meet  the funders  

for  the Community Research Uni t  and I was going to  
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be gone for  a  week,  i t  was in  that  week that  the 

repression began and our uni t  was at tacked by the 

ANC uni t .   So separate from the mass  work that  we 

were doing,  the ANC uni t  now, because of  their  own 

infi l t rat ion into ANC structures ,  they discovered 

some of  the communicat ion and contact  systems that  

we had es tabl ished and so they came and detained 

Busky Desai ,  Yusuf Vawda and wel l  obviously 

separately but  these two people principal ly,  who I 

was working with very closely,  were detained.   They 

came to  my f lat  to  detain me but  I was overseas  in  

1986 and I was in  Hol land and I was then asked to  

remain overseas  and then I made contact ,  went  back 

from Holland to  the UK, made contact  wi th Aziz  

[Pahad]  and s tayed in  Hol land for  a  month,  and then 

the comrades here said,  “No,  you can now come 

back,  but  you have to  come back via Zimbabwe.”  

So I f lew from London to  Harare and we had two 

fr iends come up to  meet  me in  Zimbabwe two 

women,  who work for  the Durban Indian Chi ld 

Welfare Society,  and they met  me and the three of  

us  came by t rain  from Harare,  via Botswana into 

South Africa.   Another  social  worker  fr iend came 

and then met  me and brought  me by bus to  Durban 

and from that  t ime in  August  1986 to  1990,  s tayed 

underground and helped in  Operat ion Vula.  

MN: For three years  you were underground?  

VS:  Ja,  ja .  

MN: Are you at  l iberty to  talk  about  -  ?  

VS:  Ja,  i t 's  not  a  problem. 

MN: Please tel l  us .  

VS:  I mean Operat ion Vula had i ts’  or igins  qui te  a  long 

t ime ago in  terms of  t rying to  bring the leadership,  
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more of  the leadership people,  into the country and 

to  s t rengthen the mil i tary hoop effort  and to  

intensify the mass  mobi l isat ion and reach some 

mass  s t ructures .   Because I’d been sought  by the 

pol ice;  I was asked to  do a part icular  piece of  work 

and i t  was to  es tabl ish a propaganda machine,  

pr int ing press .   So we set  up a print ing press  in  

Chatsworth,  and we got  the machine for  the print ing 

press  from the Community Research Uni t  and the 

machine was an offset ,  i t ’s  a  Ricor  desktop offset  

machine.   But  before we took i t  f rom the 

Community Research Uni t ,  Operat ion Vula gave us  

 R1 000 for  i t ,  we said we need to  pay the 

Community Research Uni t ,  so  we took the R1 000.  

No,  before we did that  we advert ised in  the Dai ly 

News:  "Offset  tabletop Ricor  machine for  sale,  R1 

000."  We took the R1 000 from Operat ion Vula and 

deposi ted i t  in to  the account  of  the Community 

Research Uni t ,  we had the deposi t  s l ip  and we had 

the advert isement ,  we kept  i t .   Took the machine,  

went  to  Chatsworth set  up the machine in  an 

outbui lding.  Dr Rajan Pi l lay was kind enough,  a  

good man,  to  arrange for  a  person who owned an 

outbui lding to  rent  i t  to  us .   And we operated i t ,  we 

were producing the pamphlets ,  we were producing 

the ANC pamphlets  and SACP pamphlets .   I was 

working this  machine day and night ,  to  get  the s tuff  

out  but  we would produce mountains  of  i t  and get  i t  

to  di fferent  DLB’s so people can pick i t  up and 

dis t r ibute i t .   Then we discovered from our own 

Intel l igence that  the Securi ty Branch were onto this  

place.  A message came to  me,  "Don’t  go back to  this  

house." I was almost  ready to  go there,  and 
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Intel l igence said:  “No they had discovered this  

place.” I suppose you know, you’re working at  2  o’  

clock in  the morning;  running your machine;  people 

wil l  get  suspicious of  you,  you know, so we need to  

be a l i t t le  more ski l ful  about  how we ran this .  Be 

that  as  i t  may,  we s tayed away,  the pol ice had 

occupat ion in  i t  and we were told that  their  

ins t ruct ion was that  whoever came here should be 

ki l led.   So I,  we were just  lucky.  

MN: So nobody was caught?  

VS:  No,  but  then when the UDF had launched,  i t  was in  

November 1989,  they had this  huge res is tance march 

in  the ci ty of  Durban,  and on the day of  the march 

and I was in  the march,  the placards  of  the Dai ly 

News read:   "Biggest  underground press  discovered,  

ANC underground press  discovered."  Al l  i t  was,  

was a tabletop offset  machine,  but  i t  was now you 

know, headl ines ,  this  thing was discovered and -  

[ interrupt ion] .  

MN: And you see i t  among the crowd.  

VS:  Ja,  I was there and there,  was arms there and 

 everything and al l  –  and i t  wasn’t  a  fact .  

MN: It  was a counter-propoganda.  

VS:  Ja,  but  i t  was big,  you know that  the Regime was 

successful  in  uncovering this  but  i t  was three weeks 

af ter  they had discovered i t ,  they had to  make the 

r ight  t ime to  announce this ,  and they announced i t  

on the day of  the UDF march.   So ja ,  these people 

can be marching,  but  we know what  they’re doing,  

so i t ’s  how propaganda works.   So  we were told 

now, again our  Intel l igence guy in  the,  yes  now 

they’re going to ,  they’ve got  the machine,  they 

know i t ’s  the Ricor  offset  machine,  they got  the 
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reference number there,  they’re going to  Press  

Suppl ies  to  f ind out  who this  machine was sold to .   

So they get  to  Press  Suppl ies ,  “Yes,  i t  was sold to  

the Community Research Uni t .”  Our Intel l igence 

man says ,  “They know i t ’s  a  Community Research 

Uni t .”   So I went  to  Jerry Coovadia and said,  “Jerry,  

the Securi ty Branch are going to  come to see you,  

please,  this  is  the advert isement  of  the machine 

which were in  the Dai ly News;  here’s  the deposi t .   

Al l  you have to  say to  the Securi ty Branch man is  

that  yes ,  I’m the Chairman of  the Research Uni t ,  we 

didn’t  need this  offset  machine,  we advert ised i t ,  I 

went  there,  some Indian guy came,  gave me R1 000,  

I asked the off ice s taff  to  deposi t  the R1 000,  here’s  

the deposi t  s l ip ,  here’s  the advert isement .”   They 

came,  he showed i t  to  them, he’s  a  professor  at  the 

univers i ty so they had to ,  they couldn’t  do much,   

they knew i t  was a s tory.   They went  and bombed 

Jerry’s  house,  he nearly died,  his  family,  that’s  what  

they did.   But  I mean look at  the courage of  Jerry;  

he didn’t  have to  do this .   I jus t  went  to  him and I 

said,  “Jerry we are in  t rouble,”  and he said,  “No 

problem.” -  wi thout  hesi tat ion.   For  me those are 

acts  of  heroism and courage that  don’t  get  recorded 

anywhere.   Rajan Pi l lay,  Dr Rajan Pi l lay,  he was 

detained because the man who rented the house to  

us  and Rajan was taken to  Bloemfontein,  not  

Bloemfontein,  Bethlehem and he was detained in  

that  jai l  for  a  considerable period of  t ime whi le al l  

this  s tuff  was being unravel led.  And he discovered 

there,  that  they were going to  bomb Jerry’s  house,  

so that’s  how we knew that  these guys did i t .  
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MN: Did he inform you,  he couldn’t  because he was in  

 jai l?  

VS:  Ja.   You see because they would have said,  “We’re 

going to  teach that  Professor  a  lesson.” 

MN: So now, you are s t i l l  underground doing al l  these?  

VS:  Ja,  ja ,  1986 to  1989.  

MN: ’89?  

VS:  Ja.  

MN: And in  ’89,  things s tar ted to  happen?  

VS:  Ja,  we were act ive,  1990,  you know, we are in  this  

thing for  a  long haul ,  we’ve got  to  s tay 

underground,  so we must  jus t  be prepared for  i t ,  I 

mean i t  was real ly qui te  something.  

MN: Did your hopes get  raised when,  I mean,  in  ’89 

 that’s  when the guys,  some guys from Robben 

 Is land were being let  out .  

VS:  Yes,  yes  you know, and then discussions happened 

in  Dakar and so on,  and you know recogni t ion that  

you know, that  things are going to  happen in  this  

country,  i t  couldn’t  cont inue,  the level  of  

ungovernabi l i ty was so serious .  And I think the 

turning point  was with the release of  Mandela,  1990 

and the unbanning of  the organisat ions .   I mean we 

just  couldn’t  bel ieve i t .  

MN: What  do you think made De Klerk do the -  [ inter-

rupt ion] .  

VS:  I pr incipal ly bel ieve that  they couldn’t  cont inue,  I 

think there were economic imperat ives;  the South 

African economy was taking a ser ious  beat ing.   No 

jobs  were being created and so on,  not  get t ing the,  

the pol i t ical  pressure internal ly was unmanageable;  

they couldn’t  contain i t  in  terms of  the res is tance of  

masses  against  the regime.  The internat ional ised 
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i solat ion campaign had certainly worked.   The level  

of ,  the number of  disaffected youth who were 

outs ide in  the ANC’s ranks and so on,  was a factor  

and the MK ini t iat ives ,  because you didn’t  know 

where i t  was going to  come and hi t  you from next .   

But  those were al l  the four  planks of  the ANC’s 

campaign had an impact ,  and the earl ier  comment  

that  I made to  you,  I suppose I’m a bi t  part ial  to  i t  

but  I think i t  was the mass  res is tance that  we saw in 

this  country from ordinary people al l  over  the 

country to  the Apartheid Regime that  was the 

turning point  for  these guys.   They couldn’t ,  they’d 

lost  legi t imacy.  

MN: Then the negot iat ions  s tar ted?  

VS:  Ja.  

MN: At  Kempton Park?  

VS:  That’s  r ight .  

MN: And the composi t ion thereof  on the table,  how did 

you feel  seeing freedom movements  s i t t ing opposi te  

their  sel l -outs  and the Bantustans .  

VS:  I think you know, i t  required considerable pol i t ical  

maturi ty from our leadership to  manage that  

process;  and I think they did i t  very ski l l ful ly 

certainly;  and they recognised that  we had to  go 

through that  period.  

MN: Were you comfortable wi th that?  

VS:  Not  ent i rely,  I mean you’re deal ing with people  that  

you saw as  your enemy but  I think you also 

recognised you know, through your own pol i t ical  

t raining and so on,  that  i t ’s  not  individuals  that  

you’re deal ing with,  you are opposed to  a  system 

you know, and that  what  we had to  do was dismant le  

that  system and shif t  i t  and that’s  what  we were 
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going to  do.  And I think they handled themselves  

wonderful ly,  the leadership in  managing that  

process .   I was not  di rect ly involved in  i t ,  I d id  go 

to  Kempton Park and some of  the sess ions,  as  an 

NIC delegate,  but  I was asked through that  process  

to  serve on a thing cal led the Provincial  Commit tee 

for  Local  Government  in  KwaZulu-Natal ,  i t ’s  cal led 

the PCLG, i t  was a commit tee of  s ix  people,  three 

from the s tatutory s ide,  three from the non-statutory 

s ide and I came as  part  of  the non-statutory 

delegat ion with Jabu Si thole,  and i t   was a 

fr iend from Pietermari tzburg,  I forget  his   name 

now, but  three of  us  sat  on the non-statutory 

 s ide,  and from the government  s ide you had 

Heygarth,  and Derrick Waterson and somebody 

else,  Mansfield,  I think.   And we were tasked to  

work with the MEC for  local  government .  At  that  

t ime,  i t  was Peter  Mil ler ,  to  manage the process  of  

t ransi t ion for  local  government ,  because whi le 1994 

happened for  the nat ional  and provincial  

government ,  the local  government  process  was 

taking,  was going to  take longer .  So the PCLG was 

seen there as  a  t ransi t ional  mechanism created by 

Kempton Park negot iat ions  in  each province to  help 

oversee that  process .   So I sat  there for  two years ,  

unders tanding how the local  government  s t ructures  

worked and things l ike Matat iele  and so on and how 

we’re going to  shif t  the boundaries  and so on,  

certainly we addressed in  those discussions.  And 

there were some harrowing moments  when there 

were things that  the IFP was demanding or  the 

Nat ional  Party was demanding and the ANC was 

opposed to  i t  and I was part  of  the non-statutory 
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delegat ion and we had to  be phoning the Minis ter ,  

Val l i  Moosa or  speaking to  the Deputy President  or  

the head of  the ANC who was Jacob Zuma and the 

province said,  “Please comrade,  you know, we’ve 

got  to  sort  this  posi t ion out ,”  and so on and so i t  

was qui te  an intense t ime.  

MN: Then the negot iat ions  went  higher  than concessions 

were made?  

VS:  Yes.  

MN: There was a general  opinion that  some day we wil l  

be saying,  “The ANC gave up a lot ,  compromised a 

lot  during the negot iat ions ,”  what’s  your opinion?   

Especial ly when one considers  the fact  that ,  here 

was a freedom movement  coming into power,  

want ing a,  wi th a  total ly di fferent  microeconomic 

pol icy that  they were holding,  their  pol icies  in  

general  di ffer  from them, but  keeping the people 

who had been working for  the oppressors  I mean,  

there was a job guarantee,  which is  one of  their  

compromises ,  what  do think of  that?   Do you think 

they compromised a lot  or  do you -  ?  

VS:  Ja,  I think that  through a negot iat ion process  there 

has  to  be compromise,  and the scale of  the t ransfer  

of  power was of  such a magni tude that  some of  

those compromises ,  in  my opinion,  had to  be made.  

I mean we’re seeing some of  those oppressive,  these 

react ionary forces-  a  couple of  weeks ago s t i l l  

p lot t ing to  undermine this  government .  And at  that  

t ime,  you can imagine in  1994,  the level  of  react ion 

and res is tance that  you were going to  get  from the 

old regime,  was going to  be phenomenal .  And you 

had to  f ind a way of  being able to  keep this  country 

funct ional  as  we managed this  t ransi t ion and shif t  to  
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majori ty rule.  And you had to  make change in  

motion,  you were not  going to  have one day one 

regime and the next  day another  regime,  i t  was 

going to  be a managed t ransi t ion,  and in  that  

process  you’re going to  have to  make compromises .  

I think that ,  my own view is ,  that  I bel ieve that  the 

t ransi t ion was handled very wel l .   I th ink that  we 

might  have made some mistakes ,  there are al l  kinds 

of  quest ions  about  economic pol icy,  there’re al l  

k inds of  quest ions  about  the way in  which we are 

managing the resources  of  this  country and 

responding to  the needs of  the poor,  but  nobody has  

the monopoly on how you’re going to  actual ly meet  

those chal lenges .   There are di fferent  approaches to  

i t .  But  my sense is ,  that  the government  is  

commit ted to  responding because that’s  the 

principal  const i tuency of  the ANC, and unless  i t  

handles  the needs of  those people on the ground,  i t  

would lose i ts  const i tuency at  one level .   But  I 

 a lso,  the consciousness  of  the people who s i t  

wi thin the ANC having come from a s t ruggle 

 background know what  i t  i s  that  people are 

going through and that’s  why the push for  black 

 economic empowerment .   That’s  why the push 

for  improving the infras t ructure,  that’s  why the 

push  for  put t ing those houses  into the ground,  

mil l ion houses  for  people.   There are al l  kinds of  

programmes that  the government  put  into place and 

went  and implemented i t .   You know, my posi t ion is  

that  I think we’ve created a miracle in  this  country 

and we must  be proud of  i t .  

MN: St i l l  on the negot iat ions  and the compromises .   

Apartheid was declared a cr ime against  humani ty.  
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Do you think i t  was proper  for  the ANC to sort  of ,  

accept  the responsibi l i ty of  the countr ies  that  

cont inued to  t rade with South Africa.  I’m talking 

here about  the carrying of  the debt  of  the Apartheid 

regime from the IMF, the IMF gave them money 

even though the internat ional  organisat ion which is  

UN said no country or  organisat ion should deal  wi th 

South Africa.   Do you think we real ly had to  take 

the debt?   I’d  l ike you to  answer;  can we pause for  a  

moment?  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Vish,  welcome back.  

VS:  So Musa,  you were asking about  the issue . . .  

MN: Compromise and debt .  

VS:  Yes,  and the issues  of  debt .   Ja ,  I think that  the,  

i t ’ l l  be very interest ing wel l ,  there’s  a  couple of  

aspects ,  there’s  the whole issue of  foreign 

investment  in  the t ime of  Apartheid and the 

obl igat ion of  those companies  and there’s  a  legal  

case that’s  unfolding at  the moment  in  the Uni ted 

States  and i t ’ l l  be interest ing to  see how that  

unfolds .   Certainly in  respect  of  the debt  again I’m 

not  an internat ional  expert  on t rading mat ters ,  but  

the impression that  I had,  was that  a  lot  of  the debts  

that  the country incurred was that  borrowed,  money 

borrowed from workers  Pension Funds and so on 

and i f  the country decided that  they were going to  

renege on that  debt ,  one of  the people,  one of  the 

sectors  that  would have not  been honoured in  terms 

of  the commitment  of  the s tate  would have the 

workers  themselves .   So I think that  i t ’s  qui te  a  

complex  issue,  again I’m not  an expert  on i t  but  I 
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would suspect  that ,  that  would be some of  the things 

that  might  have impacted on how the South African 

Government  was going to  respond to  the issue of  

debt  and honouring any loans that  had been 

borrowed by the regime,  and to   further  the 

Apartheid cause.   I would think that  there would 

have been bigger  concern as  wel l  about  the 

credibi l i ty of  the South Africa Government  in  the 

internat ional  f inancial  arena and the kind of  credi t -

rat ing that  i t  enjoys and i t  had to  be careful  about  

how i t  conducted i tsel f ,  and that 's  jus t  the way in  

which big capi tal  works and they s t i l l  decide to  

isolate South Africa,  South Africa is  i solated and 

then is  not  part  of  the global  t rading system. 

MN: Some of  the ANC act ivis ts  of  Indian origin have 

 said,  have been saying that  there was no need of  

 the NIC to fold or  to  close shop,  i t  should have 

 been kept ,  i t  would have helped in  the ANC among 

 the Indian supporters ,  now that  i t  seems l ike i f  

 we’re losing to  the Minori ty Front  and others ,  

 what’s  your opinion on i t?  

VS:  I think i t ’s  a  di ff icul t  posi t ion for  the NIC to ex is t  

 s ide by s ide with the ANC, and to  then compete for  

 pol i t ical  support  -   jus t  my personal  view.  

MN: No,  not  compet ing per  say;  but  ex is t ing.  

VS:  Exis t ing and then complement ing and being part  of  

the All iance.   You know, I think i t ’s  a  s imilar  sort  

of  chal lenge that  even the workers  are facing r ight  

now and the SACP, about  whether  i t  should create 

their  own pol i t ical  party and they could ex is t  in  

al l iance with the ANC as  wel l ,  but  I don’t  think 

there 's  an easy solut ion to  that  problem and the 

ex is tence of  the NIC f ielding candidates  in  the hope 
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they would be able to  win a lot  more support  for  the 

ANC, I’m scept ical  about  that  posi t ion.  

MN: You are of  the opinion you needed a home thing l ike 

their  home organisat ion l ike the ANC to counter  the 

Minori ty Front  in  the Indian suburbs  or  whatever .   

Because now i t  seems l ike the Minori ty Front  is  

gaining momentum among the Indians  because they 

come as  an organisat ion that  represents  their  needs.  

VS:  Ja.   I suppose you know, at  this  s tage,  we’ve got  to  

unders tand a lot  more of  what  are the minds of  the 

Indian people and how we’re going to  respond to  the 

material  and other  concerns  that  they have.  And i t  

may,  in  the short  term,  be at t ract ive to  have an 

organisat ion l ike the Minori ty Front  apparent ly 

championing their  causes  and speaking for  them and 

so on.   Maybe at  the end of  the day a s t ructure l ike 

the Minori ty Front  wi l l  gain a lot  more support  I 

don’t  know. I think that  we should be looking at  

more fundamental  i ssues  about  how we bui ld  non-

racial ism in the Indian community,  how we interface 

with what 's  current ly happening in  the high schools  

and so on,  and how those young people Indian and 

African are interact ing with each other ,  how we can 

more substant ial ly ut i l i se opportuni t ies  for  

rebui lding South Africa with the ski l ls  that  we have 

from al l  the communit ies ,  working together .   I th ink 

that  compet ing for  pol i t ical  support ,  that ’s  not  

where I’m part icular ly interested in  focusing our 

at tent ion,  I think that  there are more substant ive 

ways in  which we can rebui ld  the country,  rather  

than being seen to  be part  of  one or  other  pol i t ical  

organisat ion.  
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MN: Now, looking at  the ANC as  i t  was,  now and looking 

at  NNP and the Minori ty Front ,  i t s ’  al l iance,  the 

part ies  wi th whom i t  has  made an al l iance do you 

think i t ’s  a  holy marriage?  

VS:  I think i t ’s  been a -  pol i t ics  is  about  expediency you 

 know how to get  advantage and how do you get  into 

 a  leadership posi t ion.  I think al l  kinds of  

 di ff icul t ies  and compromises  that  people in  the 

 pol i t ical  arena have to  make.   It 's  tough out  there,  I 

 real ly don 't  envy the people in  that  arena,  I’m just  

 for tunate that  I’ve been able to  move my own 

 emphases  elsewhere.  So I’m not  part icular ly 

 preoccupied with what’s  happening at  that  level  in  

 our  society.  

MN: Do you feel  l ike you’re being used?  Do you see 

“Kort  Broek’ surviving?   

VS:  Ja,  I think he wil l .  

MN: Out  of  the al l iance 

VS:  I think he wil l  I mean he’s ,  again there’s  a  level  of  

pol i t ical  opportunism there,  and interest ingly today 

Tim Modise was saying he wants  him to come on his  

show and answer for  himself .  There are lots  of  

people were making very harsh comments  about  the 

way in  which he has  conducted himself  and 

present ing himself  as  hol ier  than thou when he was 

part  of  the Nat ional  Party that  was involved in  

t remendous at roci t ies  and so on.  

MN: But  personal ly though,  being a person who l is tened 

to  the Rubicon  speech and watched the Bengal  

Tiger    [ laughter]  -  f rom the inside,  how do you feel  

now seeing the Bengal  Tiger  walking hand in  hand 

with Thabo Mbeki?  
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VS: Well ,  I think i t ’s ,  you know, I mean i t ’s  a  pol i t ical  

arena and you have different  kinds of  people who 

want  to  operate in  that  arena and you know, there 

are people who have those ski l ls  and propensi t ies  

and they must  do this ,  our  society is  free.  You 

know, we’ve created a new environment  here and i f  

you have a Rajbansi  who thrives  in  the pol i t ical  

arena,  then he must  have the freedom to do that .   Ja ,  

I think that  the past  i s  now behind us .  We need to  

be looking at  new ways in  which people can get  

exci ted about  rebui lding the country,  that’s  what  

you know, what  I real ly think that ,  that’s  where we 

should be focusing our at tent ion.   The manoeuvres  

of  what  happens in  the pol i t ical  arena have,  I think 

we should be focusing our energy elsewhere.  

MN: For those who support  f loor-crossing,  what  do you 

think the motive is  behind that?   Those who are 

advocat ing f loor-crossing?   Because here we have 

the voters  voted,  but  then the individual  who’s  

voted in  is  al lowed to  cross  the f loor ,  what’s  your 

opinion on that ,  what’s  the motive behind the 

supporters  of  that ,  including your organisat ion?  

VS:  Ja,  interest ingly the vot ing was on the basis  of  a  

party,  and the people didn’t  vote for  an individual  

except  at  the local  government  level ,  there would be 

a const i tuency in  local  government  elect ions .   So at  

provincial  and nat ional  government  level  there was 

a party l i s t  that  you and I as  ordinary ci t izens  have 

very l i t t le  inf luence over  who wil l  be ul t imately 

s i t t ing in  those inst i tut ions .   So you would vote for  

a  party,  and you make an assessment  about  which 

party is  going to  best  represent  your interests  when 

you put  your X-mark.   What  happens then is  you’ve 
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got  people in  Parl iament  deciding that  they would 

prefer  to  s i t  wi th  another  party because as  

individuals  that  party has  a  greater  resonance in  

terms of  where they are.  

MN: Even though they didn’t  go as  individuals?  

VS:  They went  as  part  of  the party yes ,  and they,  so they 

 decide that  they want  to  join that  other  party.   I 

 th ink personal ly,  I’m saying give them the space to  

 do i t  you know I mean,  we’re talking about  a  new 

 way of  doing things and a s i tuat ion of  considerable 

 f reedom of expression,  of  phi losophies  and so on.  

MN: Doesn’t  that  amount  to  corrupt ion?   Corrupt ing the 

voters?  

VS:  I don’t  know how you -  [ interrupt ion]  

MN: You voted a party in ,  and then individuals  decide to  

jump.  

VS:  To jump?  

MN: To jump the ship,  because he has  been in  agreement  

wi th the other  s ide.  

VS:  Ja,  I think you should s tar t  br inging the voters  in  

then you need to  look at  the whole system by which 

people vote for  people to  s i t  in ,  in  ins t i tut ions  l ike 

that .   If  you decide to  create a  const i tuency- based 

model  and i f ,  in  my const i tuency I voted for  

somebody that  person then went  to  the local  counci l  

and i f  that  person decides  that  he wants  to  go and 

join somebody else,  then I think i t  would make 

sense to  have a new elect ion there.   That  would be 

the most  reasonable way of  prevent ing the 

corrupt ion that  you’re suggest ing and then that  

model  then would need to  be ex tended into the 

provincial  and nat ional  level  as  wel l ,  so  then we 

want  to  go to  const i tuency-based system, rather  than 
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the proport ional-based system and I think that  there 

are moves afoot  to  re- look at  whether  our  system is  

the appropriate  one or  not  having survived two 

nat ional  elect ions ,  and so on.   Let’s  see what  comes 

out  of  that  examinat ion.  

MN: Okay,  Vish the TRC were you cal led to  -  ?  

VS:  No I was not  involved in  the TRC I mean.  I at tended 

some of  the sess ions where some of  the people who 

were involved in  Operat ion Vula had been detained 

and they brutal ly ki l led and thrown into the r iver  

near  Tugela and saw the people who are involved in  

that  act ion,  and I think i t ’s  very emotional ly 

demanding,  but  again I think an opportuni ty was 

created to  ai r  what  happened.   Some people choose -

ja ,  I think that  you need mechanisms to  let  people 

express  their  emotional  gr ief  and pain that  they’ve 

suffered.   To create an opportuni ty for  people to  

acknowledge that  they’ve done wrong,  and I mean 

i t ’s  l ike the kind of  cr ime s i tuat ion that  we have 

r ight  now, I think i t  would be important  for  people 

who are perpetrators  of  cr ime to  meet  wi th the 

vict ims and explain why they did what  they did and 

unders tand the consequence of  their  act ions .  

MN: But  do you think the TRC achieved i ts’  goal ;  I mean 

considering the fact  that  up to  now we don’t  know 

who ki l led;  the who made the Kwa Makuta 

Massacre;  because the guy was acqui t ted;  Malan was 

acqui t ted of  the cr ime.   We don’t  know who ki l led 

Steve Biko;  because Gideon Nieuwoudt  says  the 

other  thing.   We don’t  know many things;  we don’t  

know who s tar ted;  I mean the 1976 rebel l ion;  I mean 

from the s tate  s ide they say different  things;  you 
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never got  the guy who gave the orders .   Did the 

TRC achieve i t ’s  goal ,  according to  you?  

VS:  I think i t  was an impossible task to  be able to  

 unravel  al l  these things.   I th ink that  we would not  

 have been able to  resolve each of  these issues;  

 because you had a regime that  dest royed f i les ;  

 dest royed evidence;  they knew that  this  was going 

 to-  the change was going to  be happening.   So we 

 would never  get  to  the bot tom of i t .  And so,  

 whatever  way you s t ructured the TRC or a  

 mechanism to be able to  get  to  the bot tom of things;  

 you’d not  get  to  the bot tom of many things;  that’s  

 part  of  the problem; unless ,  I mean just  the nature 

 of  this  t ransi t ion just  didn’t  al low us  to  be able to  

 take control  over  al l  those f i les ,  and so on.   So you 

 are not  going to  resolve this  issue;  the problem is  

 we’ve got  to  deal  wi th the grief ;  deal  wi th the 

 people who were the vict ims of  apartheid at roci t ies  

 pr incipal ly;  and see how, you know, you can 

 mit igate some of  that .   And I think that  the delays  

 in  get t ing compensat ion to  some of  those famil ies  

 and so on,  i s  something that  has  to  be addressed 

 very urgent ly.  

MN: Don’t  you sense some sense l ike the planners  and 

 organisers  of  the TRC lack vis ion of  some sort ,  the 

 reason being that ,  you f ind that  f i les  were being 

 dest royed whi le the TRC was going on,  the mil i tary 

 was dest roying f i les ,  don’t  you think that  probably 

 some mechanism should have created to  s top 

 those things?  

VS:  Indeed.   You know there should have been mecha-

nisms put  in  place as  soon as ,  in  fact ,  i t  should have 

been part  of  the TRC process  but  we were not  in  
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control  over  those inst i tut ions  so you would say i t ,  

but  who was going to  effect  i t?   You can say when 

1994 when the inst i tut ions  came up;  again you 

didn’t  have people in  there to  oversee i t .   I mean 

you had thousands of  places  where al l  these 

dastardly deeds were being formulated and recorded.  

 We didn’t  have people who could go in  there,  so 

you could create a  mechanism,  but  i f  you didn’t  

have the capaci ty to  pol ice i t  and enforce i t ,  what  

were you going to  do?   I agree,  but  we could have 

t r ied,  we could have t r ied a lot  more,  to  be able to  

save some of  that  evidence but  I mean these guys 

would have dest royed i t  even before the,  you know 

the i t ’s  ’94.  

MN: Last ly on the issue,  what  you as  an ANC  member 

now, how do you make of  the fact  that  the TRC 

final ly s tated that-  equaled the freedom movements  

to  the s tate ,  saying the ANC and others  also ki l led 

civi l ians  in  their  raids .   What  do you make of  that?  

VS:  Ja,  I suppose you know, there’s  tes ts  to  be made for  

that  and they also made al legat ions  that  in  Quatro 

camps and so on,  that  people were t reated very 

harshly.   It  was a s i tuat ion of  war,  you know, and I 

think that  there were,  i t  was tough on al l  s ides ,  and 

in  a  s i tuat ion of  war you’re going to  get  casual t ies ,  

and that’s  what  happened.  

MN: That’s  the same argument  they’re using,  the former 

s tate .  

VS:  But  the s tate  hadn’t  declared a war.  

MN: But  they say they were against  terrorism.  

VS:  They hadn’t  declared a formal  war,  and they used al l  

the inst ruments  of  the s tate  to  oppress  people and,  

through the legis lat ive mechanisms.  The ANC had 
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declared a war through their  commitment  to  armed 

s t ruggle.   It  was publ icly known.   This  regime 

projected i tsel f  internat ional ly as  a  peace-loving 

regime that  was managing the country without  

having declared a war on people,  but  in  fact  they 

were at  war,  and at roci t ies  were at rocious.  

MN: Should we have gone for  a  Nuremburg t r ial  s tyle?  

VS:  Again you know, I real ly haven’t  done a lot  of  

thinking about  what  was the most  eff icient  

mechanism and the most  effect ive mechanism to 

deal  wi th the people who had done a lot  of  the 

wrong things that  people suffered.   We made the 

choice to  go the TRC route,  and we’ve t r ied I think,  

people have t r ied to  expose some of  those things 

and I suppose I’m personal ly more in  the mode of  

moving forward,  because i t ’s  things that  have 

happened in  the past  i t ’s  very diff icul t  to  undo,  i t ’s  

his tory.  We can record i t  as  you are doing,  we can 

t ry and respond to  the pain that  people have 

suffered,  but  we’l l  never  be able to  adequately do 

that .  But  you’ve got  to  f ind a way in  which we now 

move forward,  and that’s  where I think we’ve got  to  

be focusing our at tent ion-  on the present  and the 

future,  the past  has  been real ly horr i f ic  in  many 

ways,  i t ’s  been very chal lenging.   I think there were 

heroic acts  that  people engaged in  to  change the 

regime.   The change has  happened;  and let ’s  see 

how we can posi t ively ut i l i se the environment  that  

we’ve created for  the future.  

MN: As an ANC member again,  what  -  [ interrupt ion] .  

VS:  You know, I’m not  a  formal  member now I mean I 

 contr ibuted to  creat ing change,  I support  the ANC, 

 I fel t  i t  was necessary for  us  to  be involved in  the 



 57 

 s t ruggle for  change in  South Africa and very proud 

 that  we contr ibuted to  and very privi leged to  have 

 been a part  of  that  process  of  change.   Ja ,  and 

 real ly respect  the contr ibut ion of  the ANC to t ry 

 and manage this  process .  

MN: What  is  your opinion on the government’s  s tance on 

HIV/Aids?  

VS:  I think that  i t ’s  a  heal th  issue and you must  leave i t  

to  the heal th  experts .   I th ink that  the President  

might  have put  himself  into a  disadvantaged 

posi t ion by pronouncing on whether  i t  was,  you 

know, the nature of  the virus  but  I,  i t ’s  interest ing 

that  his  advisers  have now told him that  he should 

refrain from making comments  in  that  regard,  which 

is  I think posi t ive.   I mean i t ’s  a  heal th  issue and i t  

must  be lef t  to  the heal th  experts .  

MN: Now, the HIV/Aids thing,  we hear  people saying the 

drugs are expensive.  Shouldn’t  we be going,  do you 

think the government ;  our  government  should be 

going the Brazi l ian way of  manufacturing their  own 

drugs?  

VS:  I think we must  certainly look at  those opt ions ,  but  

I think part  of  the problem is  that  we're  in  an 

internat ional  t rading environment  and we need 

through the WTO, World Trade Organisat ion,  see 

what  kind of  rules  that  ex is t  and i f  there are ways 

around those rules  and i f  the Brazi l ians  have made 

progress  in  that  regard then I think we need to  co-

operate wi th them, certainly to  t ry and see how we 

can cheapen those drugs.  

MN: Sure,  i f  Brazi l  survived and India survived,  

shouldn’t  we survive?  
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VS: No I agree.   I agree,  but  let ’s  apply our mind to  that  

 and again I’m not  sure how they’re doing i t ,  I 

 expect  that  they would be looking at  generic  drugs 

 and I know that  the Minis ter  of  Heal th  had taken 

 on those drugs companies  and they had to  wi thdraw 

 in  some instances  and I think that ,  ja  the drugs is  a  

 major  issue.  

MN: Vish,  throughout  your career ,  I mean you being an 

act ivis t ,  being and working underground for  the 

whole three years ,  what  has  your family been l ike,  

support -wise and otherwise?  

VS:  Ja,  as  I said you know, my mother  was very 

support ive and very helpful .   Al l  my family have 

been unders tanding and been there as  a  support  

system, and interest ingly I got  married in  1989 and 

i t  was an underground wedding and there were 50 of  

our  close fr iends and family because both my wife’s  

father  and my mother  ins is ted that  we get  married,  

so i t  was an underground wedding,  and we were 

only able to  surface as  a  married couple af ter  the 

un-banning of  the ANC, and ja .  

MN: Where did i t  take place?  

VS:  It  took place in  Durban at  the APS Hal l -  ja ,  but  

 there were 50 people there.   It  was qui te  an event .  

MN: Who is  your wife?  

VS:  My wife is  Vidhu Vedalanka,  ja ,  and we’ve worked 

together  for  many years ,  ja .  

MN: You have chi ldren?  

VS:  Ja,  I have a son who is  twelve-years  old.   Ja ,  so we 

are a  happy family,  very fortunate,  in  that  regard.  

MN: Glancing over  your shoulders ,  your pol i t ical  l i fe;  i s  

there anything that  you can put  your f inger  on and 
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say,  “This  is  what  I did wrong,  i f  I get  a  second 

chance I’ l l  do i t  o therwise?” 

VS:  Tough quest ion,  we al l  make mistakes  in  l i fe ,  you 

know.  It ’s  hard to  think of  a  part icular  mistake,  I 

suppose that  the kind of  person that  I am I’m real ly 

looking at  al l  the posi t ive things that  happened in  

my l i fe ,  and just  again as  I said so fortunate and 

privi leged that  I was able to  l ive through al l  these 

different  phases  of  the s t ruggle,  make your l i t t le  

contr ibut ion,  see South Africa in  this  t ransi t ion 

period.  Ya,  I think i t ’s  been absolute privi lege for  

me.  

MN: What  do you do on your leisure t ime when you,  what  

sort  of  music do you l is ten to ,  who’s  your favouri te  

ar t is t ,  what  do you do?  

VS:  Not  too much into music,  I do some reading and I 

 l ike walking,  so i t ’s  an act ivi ty that  we do as  a  

 family,  and we’ve been very fortunate to  be able to  

 do some very interest ing walks .   South Africa is  a  

 beaut i ful  place to  walk in .  

MN: And your favouri te  author?  

VS:  I don’t  have a favouri te  author;  I f ind some of  the 

Indian contemporary wri ters  qui te  interest ing;  

there’s  a  lady cal led Arundhat i  Roy,  whom I f ind 

very exci t ing to  read.   She wrote a  book cal led “The 

God of  Smal l  Things.  Ja,  but  I am interested in  

his tory,  interested in  looking at  contemporary 

developments  in  the world.  

MN: Mr Vish Suparsad,  thank you very much for  invi t ing 

us  here.  

VS:  It ’s  been my pleasure ja ,  and talking,  and I wish you 

 wel l  in  your project .  

MN: Thank you Sir .  
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INTERVIEW ENDS 

---  oOo ---  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




