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Staff Reporter 

KLERKSDORP.-The evidence 
at an inquest in the Klerksdorp 
Magistrate's Court in connec
tion with the death of a young 
African detainee who died a 
few hours after questioning by 
detectives has been referred 
to the Attorney-General. 

The magistrate, Mr. D. P Le 
Roux, was not satisfi ed that Mr. 

, Lesli e Tsuela, 19, of the Jouber
toll :Aftie'an township, Klerks
dorp, died a natural death. 

' According to medical evi
dence , M r. -Tsuela died of im-
pairment to his respiratory 
system caused by water on the 
lungs and pneumonia. 

Mr. M1schack Tau , who had 
been detained with Mr. TsueJa, 
said he and Tsuela were take n 
from the cell on February 20 
to the veld near Kierksdorp by 
three policemen. It was in con
nection with . an allegation of 
housebreaking and theft. 

'LOCKED IN BOOT' 
"When we arrived at the 

place, we were ordered to re
move the spare wlleel, a crow
bar and a piece of tube from 
the boot. I was then locked m 
the boot while the policemen 
talked to ll'Ir Tsc:t:la," said Mr. 
Tau. 

"From the boot, I heard the 
deceased screaming and g roan
ing. He shouted th at he kne w 
nothing of those things," Mr. 
Tau said . 

\Vhen they were fini shed 
with Mr. Tsuela, h e addecl, they 
took him (Mr. Tau ) out of the 
boot. He saw that Mr. Tsue!a 
was lying on the ground. H is 
clothes were dusty . The two 
Afri ca n detect ives then put l1im 
in the car. 

"Then it was my turn," Mr. 
Tau said. "They told me to sit 
on the spare wheel. They put 
the crowbar under my arms 
and through the bend of my 
legs. The piece of tube was 
pulled over m y face and then 
someone slappe·d rrie in the 
face .'' 

'GROANING' 
The two of them were then 

taken back to the charge office . 
Mr. Tsue·Ja was groaning all 

th e way. 
Mr. 1'au said he .was taken 

to a cell immediately and Mr. 
Tsucla join ed hi m thei·e later. 

" \Vhen Mr . Tsuela entered 
the cell he said that those 
people had finish ed l1im. He . 
said his stomach was sore .and 
rul)bed his chest all the tim e," · 
M r. Tau said. 
. Mr. Tsue'la di ed about'9 p.~11. 
in the cell. Other prisoners 
were present. . 

Dr. V. Kemp, the Principal 
District Surgeon of Johar.mes• 
bu rg, sa id he exam ined th e body 
afterwards and was n ot satis
fied that Mr. Tsueia had - d'ied 
of pneumonia as previously 
stated. 
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Staff Reporter-
KLER KSDORP.-H e was not 
satisfied t hat an A frican pris
oner had died of pneumonia, 
and therefore he asked for an 
inq uiry, a . J ohannesburg d is
tr ict surgeon .said in ht( 
Klerksdorp Magistrate 's Court 
yesterday, when a White ·detec
ti_ve and two African detectives 
appeared at a p r epara tory · ex
am ination into an all egat ion of 
culpable homicide, al ternative
ly assault, with th e intention to 
do grievous bodily harm. -

The three aTe: Detec tive-Con
stable Cornelius vao V~iet, 22, 
Dete ctive-Constab le, J oseph MQ
si ane, and Detective-Sergeant 
Bam ilton Nqu nu11. all of the 
JG erksdorp P oli ce. 

The examination aro se from 
the death of a 19-year-oid A fr i
can pri soner Lesli~ Ts11ela on 
Februa ry 20. He di ed after he 
had all egedly been assaulted by 
the three detectives in a planta
tion near Klerksdorp . 

the Principal District Sur
geon of Johannes burg, Dr. Ke r
non Kemp, said he had done a 
postmortem exam inaUon on the 
body, and found the lungs 
damp and fro th in the wind
pipe. 

"The pneumonia the de
cease d had, was in a very early 
s tage and could not h av,e 
caused the death of such a 
young Afr ican," Dr. Kemp said. The boot was unlocked and 

SYMPTOMS Tau saw the deceased lying 
The prosecutor, Mr. J . N. n ext to the spare , wheel on the 

Blom, said the State would ground ._ His clothes were cov
a llege that Tsuela b ad died erect with dust. The deceased 
after a tube had been pu lled got into the car and lay down 
over hi s face. on the back seat. 

Dr. Kemp said he could not · "Nqunqa then handcuffed 
find any external signs of such 8Jld assaulted h im," Tau said. 
treatment, but the dampness of The two prisoners were then 
the lungs a nd the fr o.th in the taken to an off ice a t Police 
windpipe could have been a h eadquarters i n KleTsclorp. 
result of such treatment." Tau said he saw the deceased 

H e said those two symptoms .again in the police cells that 
were usual_ly found when some- night where they were locked 
one h ad died of suffocation or up together with several other 
strangulation. . . 'prisoner s. 

M1schak Tau, a prisoner, said "Wh en Mr. Tsuela entered 
the three detectives had taken e cell lie told us that those 
the de_ceased and him to a eople had killed him," Tau 
plantatwn ·near Klerksdorp on 
February 20. !. 

Mr. San11_:21 Tsuela, fa ther of 
µte deceesed, said Detective 
_!Toseph .had come to h i.s house 
on February 19 -and asked for 
his son . "When I told h im he 
was not ,at borne, the detective 
said the next ti me I would see 

He (Tsuela) was told to <>et 
into the boot of the car after a 
spare wheel and a crowbar had 
been removed. The boot was 
tl1en closed. 

"From inside I heard the 
de ceased groani ng and crying. 
He kept on saying that he did 
n ot know anythi ng abou t those 
things," Tau said. 

im, he would be in the grave
r.d.'' Mr, Ts~ela ~d. 
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KLERKSDORP. - The .cell in 
which an African prisoner had 
died on February 20 measured 
14 ft. by 12 ft. and was oc
cupied on that day by 11 or 12 
prisoners, a police warrant of
ficer told a Klerksdorp magist
rate yesterday when a White 
detective and two African de
tectives appeared at a prepara
tory e:icamination of an allega
tion of culpable homicide, 
alternatively assault with the 
intent to do grievous bodily 
harll).. 

The U1re-e are: Detective 
Constable Cornel ius van Vliet, 
22, Detective Constable Joseph 
Mosian and Detective Sergeant 
Haiiiil!on Naungu. all of 
Klerksaorp. ½!slie Tsu a, 19, 
an African pnsoner, died after 
he had allegedly been assau1ted 
by the three detectives in a 
plantation near Klerksdorp. 

Warrant Officer M. p. van 
der Bank said he haa visited 
the cells at the police station 
at 8.30 p.m. on February 20. 

He had to visit the prisoners 
to find out whether anyone had 
a complaint. No one mentioned 
anyth.ing. Fifteen minutes 
later he was called to cell six 
where he found Tsuela on the 
"floor 

A doctor was cailed, but 
Tsuela was already dead. 

Mischak Tau, an African 
prisoner who gave evidence on 
Thursday, was cross-examined 
by Mr. G. Pretorius, for the 
three detectives, yesterday. 

He said he was serving a 
sentence of a year's impTison
ment for housebreaking and 
theft. 

After he and Tsuela baa been 
assaulted by the detectives he 
(Tau) had spat blood when he 
coughed. 

Det.ective-.Sergeant E. F. Stry
dom told the magistrate, Mr. 
J. H. Grobler, Tsuela had been 
a police informer for nea.rly 
four years. 

·on February 19, Tsuela bad 
been arrested for alleged house
breaking and thef t. 

Sergeant Strydom said that 
six months before the arrest, 
Tsuela had one day collapsed in 
bis office. Froth form ed around 
his mouth . 

Re-examined by the prosecu
tor, Mr. J. N. Blom, Sergeant 
Strydom said he had not made 
a note of the collapse. 

The examination continues 
on November 7. 



~J~½fl,Y$,~ FACE 
HOMICIDE' TRIAL 

.o2 ~ • I J • '\(STAFF REPORTER 

KLERKSDORP. - A White detective and two African 
detectives, all of the Klerksdorp Police, were committed 
for trial in the Klerksdorp 
Magistrate'-s Court yester-
day. 

· They face . cJuri:ges of cuip
a ble homici:ae and m;sault with 
intent to do grievous b.odily 
harm. 

The State alleges that Detec
t ive Constable Cornelius van 
Vliet, 22, Detec tive Constable 
Joseph Mosiane and Detective 
Sergean t "'-tfmn:nton _,Nc1ungu 
kill ed an · -1 fn ca,n prisoner, 
Leslie Ts\1eJ~, 19, on· -Febru.ary 
20 and ' assaulted another pris
oner , Mischak Tau, on the 
same day. '. 

At a previous hearing the 
pri ncipal distr ict surgeon of 
J oh:rnnesburg, Dr. Vern on 
Kemp, said he _had performed 
a post-mortem examination on 

,--Tsuela and fol!T:l d his )ungs 
damp and froth · in his win d
pipe. 

All three de tectives pleaded 
not guilty and asked to be tried 
by a judge and jury. They 
accepted short service and 
were released on thei r own 
recognisances. 
















