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I. INTRODUCTION : 

It is one of the two nation states which came into existence on 

August 15, 1947, when the Britsh Indain Empire was simultaneously given 

independence and partitioned into India and Pakistan. The seat 

of government is at Delhi, and its population totaled Boo Million. 

The national anthem is the .LWA-GANA-MANA, with words by 

Rabindranath Tagore. The national flag has three horizontal 

stripes of equal width, the top saffron, the middle white, and the 

bottom dark green. In the centre of the white stripe is Asoka's 

wheel. The coat of arms, derived from a pillar erected by Asoka 

at Sa:rnath, also shows the wheel. Until 1947 the entire region 

now constituting the republics of India and Pakistand was known 

by the single term "India". The ancient Greeks called the region 

India, meaning the 11the land of the Indoi", that is, of the people 

living near the River Indos (Latin, Indus). 

The Indian society is composed of many separate fragments which 

reflect almost every conceivable basis of social differentiation, 

and which coexist through mutual tolerance and general agreement 

on the status and functions of the various groups. The geographic 

regions where different languages are spoken vary considerably in 

their historical traditions, cultural patterns, and complement of 

castes. Indians feel no need to make these diverse groups conform 

to a single set of practices and beliefs, a bewildering heter

ogeneity prevails. The unity of the country is derived from the 

large fund of cultural traditions shared by most groups and from 
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the dominance of certain national elites, who set the goals and the 

ideology for the nation as a whole. The most important social 

unit in India is the family. It is the seat of primary loyal

ties, and its interests ar'e considered superior to those of the 

individual. Kinship which carries with it an elaborate set of 

duties, rights and obligations. The Indian Constitution of 

1950 made Hindi the official language of the Republic, to replace 

English. In addition to Sanskrit, and Urdu, it named the 

following I2 main languages: Assamese, Bengale, Gujarati, 

Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Panjabi, 

Tamil and Telugu. 

POLITICAL DIVISIONS: 

India's constituent political units are of a complex process of 

integration which followed the arrival of independence in 1947. 

At that time, the portion of the subcontinent included in the 

newly formed union of India was composed of all or part of 9 

former governor's provinces and 5 former commissioner's provinces 

of British India., plus more than 500 states ruled by the native 

princes under treaty with the British. In the following decade 

the various provinces and states were gradually consolidated and 

refashioned to make them as nearly equal in status. Under the 

states Reorganization Act of 1956 the territory of the republic 

was divided tnto I4 states, 7 territories, and a protected state. 
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In 1960, Bombay was divided into the 2 new states of Gujarat and 

Maharashtra, and in I96I former Portuguese possessions were 

incorporated in India as 2 territories. 

The I5 principal states ertjoy equal constitutional position in 

the federation, and each has its own bicameral or unicameral 

legislature. The basic political unit below the level of the state 

is the district, the primary building block of the Indian polity. 

It is at this level that all local administration is coordinated 

in the offices of the district collector and the district magistrate, 

most states have I5 to 20 districts, each of about 3,000 to 5,000 

square miles and I million to 2 millions inhabitants. 

GOVERNMENT : 

India become a republic on January 26, 1950, when a constituent, 

drawn up by an indirectly elected Constituent Assembly and adopted 

on November 26, 1949, was formally inaugurated. The government 

"affirmed India's desire to continue her full membership of the 

Commonwealth of Nations and her acceptance of the King as the symbol 

of the free association of its independent member nations and as 

such the Head of the Commonwealth". This meant that India continued 

to take its full share in intra - Commonwealth consultations 

regarding defense, finance, and other matters, and that its 

citizens did not become aliens in other Commonwealth countries. 

India is a sovereign democratic republic and union of states. 

Although the structure of the government is federal, its spirit is 

unitary. 
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The I5 states composing the federal, have very limited powers 

as compared with the states composing such other federal unions 

as the United States of America, Canada and Australia. 

3 • I • CENTRAL GOVERNME11'T : -

(a) EX::TIGUTIVE: All executive action is ta.ken in the name of a 

president who is a ceremonial head of state 

acting on the advice of ministers responsible 

to a majority in the lower house of the central 

legislature. The president is a citizen of 

over 35 years of age elected for a five year 

term; he may be re - elected. He is chosen by 

an electoral college formed of the elected 

members of both houses of the central legislature 

and of the elected members of the legislatures 

of the state. 

(b) LEGISLATURE: The central legislature consists of not more 

than 750 members, 500 in a lower house called 

the Houses of the People (Lok Sabha), and 250 

in an upper house called the Council of States 

(Rajya Sabha). Provisions for a joint sitting 

of both houses obviate the possibility of 

legislative deadlock. 
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(c) JUDICIARY: 

3.2. STATE GOVERNMENT:-

{a) EXECUTIVE: 

There is one national judiciary depending on 

appointment by the central government and 

protected by the usual safeguards which ensure 

the independence of judges in Great Britain. 

The governor is appointed by the president and 

his dependence on the central government is 

designed to be close and intimate. The governor 

has power to reserve bills for the president's 

consideration and is given authority to act in 

his discretion to a considerable extent. 

{b) LEGISLATURE: The state legislative structure may be bicameral 

or unicameral. The powers exclusively within the 

state legislative sphere are limited to such 

matters as education, public order and the 

police. 

4. BILL OF RIGHTS: 

The list of fundamental rights enforceable in the courts comprehensive 

and follows a United State rather than a British model. Its most 

significant provisions may be summarized as follows. No title 

may be conferred. "No person shall be deprived of his life or 

personal liberty exoept according to precedure established by law". 
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There are specific provisions against double jeopardy, e-x: post 

facto laws, and bearing witness against oneself. The prohibition 

of u:ntouchability is absolute. No citizen on the grou.~ds only 

of religion, race, caste, or sex may be denied access to stores, 

hotels restaurants, tank, road or place of public resort 

supported wholly or in part by public funds. Freedom of worship 

and equality of treatment of all religions by the state are 

provided for, but the state may regulate any "economic, financial, 

political, other secular activity" associated with religious 

practice and may effect social welfare or reform by such measures 

as the opening of Hindu religious institutions of a public 

character to any class or section of Hindus. Citizens may 

assemble peaceably and without arms. The right of freedom of 

speech is qualified by the gover-runent"s right to make any law 

relating to a matter which "offends against decency or morality 

or which undermines the security of or tends to overthrow the 

state". The central legislature may by law prescribe the 

circumstances under which, and the class or classes of cases in 

which a person may be detained for a period longer than three 

months under any law providing for preventive detention. 
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5 • COMMUNITIES IN INDIA: 

It was Ghandi's dream that after independence all communities should 

live together in harmony despite religion, caste or cultural 

differences. In pa.rt his dream has been fulfilled in areas/ States 

wher e the British did not rule. Over the years it has been noticed 

th6.t there exists no antagonism in areas ruled by the Portugese and 

French, and that each oommu::1ity respects one another in areas like 

Goa and Pondioherry. But on the other hand the1·e are always problems 

and hatred in areas/ states that were ruled by the British 

because of their policy of "divide and rule". This problem was 

created and even up to now they continue to retard the progress of 

the country. 

We can now look at the communities that form the largest democratic 

society in the world. 

5.I. MUSLIMS AND HINDUSi-

These are the two most important communities in India as they form 

the major part of the population, 80%~ The Hindus consist of 

approximately 400 000 000 and the Muslims about 200 000 000 of the 

total population of about Boo 000 ooo. 

The religious situation created by the presence of its numerous 

adherents always had explosive potentialities: the Muslims do not 

respect bovine life and regard Hindu oult practices as objectionable 

idolatry. Although the Indian Muslims, are of native descent, they 

are outcasts with whom dealings must remain restricted by :formal rules: 
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but, like Chritians, they are less polluting than the Hindu lower castes. 

The Islamic way of life meets with opposition; Muslims and Hindus do 

not ordinarily intermarry or dine together. Up to the present day, 

this situation has raised acute and even devastating issues, but 

it does vary somewhat from region to region, from village to village, 

and from class to class. Very often mutual differences are accepted. 

Hindus may revere Muslim saints or take part in Muslim festivities, 

often to such an extent that the character of these celebrations 

has been altered. The Muslim faith of ordinary people was constantly 

exposed to the subtle infection of Hinduism. This led to various 

syntheses, such Sikhism, and to communities whose religious practice 

is partly Muslim, partly Hindu. Those who, like Gandhi, could 

not understand the intolerance of orthodox Isl~m sympathized 

with the moderation and eclecticism of these groups. 

The Muslims are concerned about the political and religious crisis 

of Islam since the late !9th century-the collapse of the Illughals 

after the Indian Mutiny (1857) was a severe blow that did not con

tribute to closer and better relations with Hindus. 

Muslims became self-assertive and determinded to maintain their 

distinctive position. After partition of the subcontinent into 

India and Pakistan - partly based on religious differences and 

Independence (1947), the political controversies between India and 

Pakistan constituted a_complication. 
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5.2. HINDU - MUSLIM ANTAGONISM:-

The differences which separate Hindu and Muslim ar-e religious. 

They may be reinforced by historical tradition, by political :, 

rivalries, or by economic contrasts, but for the great masses of 

the population it is the religious issue alone that counts. The 

Hindu has many gods in his universe; he reverences the Brahmin; 

he venerates the cow; and he makes joyful music at his festivals. 

The Muslim is a follower of the Prophet Mohammed (P.B.U.H.); he 

reverences the Koran; he excludes music from the mosque. Once 

a year at the Bakr-Id festival he sacrifices a cow. The slaughter 

of kine excites the Hindu, and has been the proximate cause of 

communal rioting in nine cases out of ten. Disturbance of mosque 

prayers by passing bands of Hindu processionists rouses the darkest 

passions of Muslim worshippers and has been a frequent preliminary 

to serious disorder, especially in the larger cities during the 

last fifty years. Disputes regarding the sites of sacred building 

have been another source of trouble, and a still more fertile 

cause has been the olash or rival processions. By reason of their 

different calendars the dates of important Hindu and Muslim 

festivals coincide in cycles of years, and the possibilities of 

hostile collision are then greatly increased. In October I809 

Hindu mobs stormed a mosque and put to death every Muslim of the 

neighbourhood who fell into their hands. 

In I87I - 2 two important Muslim and Hindu festivals clashed and 

there were riots . with heavy casualties at Bareilly and other centres 

in the United Provinces. 
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In I885 - 7 another overlap of festivals led ot serious clashes 

throughout the Punjab culminating in the great Delhi riots of 

1886. In June I893 grave outbreaks occurred in the Azamgarth 

district of the United Provinces in connexion with cow - killing 

at the Bakr-Id, and in August of the same year there were very 

serious Muharram riots at Bombay which lasted for six days; eighty 

persons lost their lives, many mosques and temples were 

desorated, and many shops were pillaged. 

These older intances of communal trouble are mentioned because 

it is sometimes suggested that communal collisions are a modern 

invention, the product of r·ecent political developments. At the 

Round Table Conference Mr. Gandhi o.eclared that the quarrel 

between Hindu and Ili.uhammandan is 'coeval with the British advent' 

and that it will dissolve when the peoples of India pre free. 

Unfortunately, political advance did not operate uniformly among 

all communities. For the Hindus the coming of the British had 

meant mainly a change of masters. They had served the Muslim 

Mogul emperors well, and with their characteristic flexibility 

they adapted themselves quickly to th~ service of the British. In 

the process they took to English education and absorbed modern 

Western ideas. The Muslims, on the other hand, felt that they 

had lost everything by the change,' and they we:r e in a sullen mood. 

They disapproved of the secular type of education introduced by the 

British, and in general they neither learned English nor attempted 

to acquire modern knowledge. As a result of this educational 

backwardness, together with the faot that there were three Hindus 

for every Muslim. 
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They found themselves at a great disadvantage when the foundation 

of the Indian National Congress brought political issues into 

greater prominence. Their leader, Sayyid Ahmed Khan, warned them 

that if the elective principle were introduced into the 

governance of India they would find themselves completely under 

Hindu domination, and his warning had great force since religious 

revivals among Hindus and Muslims alike during the nineteenth 

century had heightened the tension between the two communities. 

Ahmad Khan advised the Muslims to hold aloof from the Indian 

National Congress, but begged them to take to English education. 

To facilitate the latter object he founded the University of 

Aligarh. The Muslims on the whole accepted the first part of his 

advice and throughout the remainder of the century they formed a 

negligible element in the Indian National Congress. But they did 

not apply themselves wholeheartedly to modern education. At every 

step towards democratic self - government they therefore 

became increasingly nervous and doubtful of their own against 

the Hindus. 

Indian nationalism grew apace and became more and more identified with 

militant Hinduism. Hindus in western India organized a nation -

wide agitation against what they regarded as a serious interference 

with Hindu social customs. Gymnastic societies were founfed in 

which Hindu youths could be trained to use force against the 

enemies of their religion. 
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In 1905, Lord Curzon decided to partition the unwieldy province 

of Bengal. West Bengal was populated by Hindus, while East Bengal 

had a Muslim majority. The Muslims approved of partition, since they 

claimed that East Bengal had never had never had a fair share of 

the attention of the government of Bengal. The Hindus, on the other 

hand, were shocked. They believed that partition was part of a 

plot skilfully laid by Lord Curzon, to reduced the influence of 

the Bengali Hindus, who were beginning to assume the leadership 

of the nationalist movement. The Hindu press violently attacked 

the government and helped to cr·eate an atmosphere in which 

a Baengali terrorist movement was bor·n. 

A few years later the par·tition was annulled, but in the meantime 

a great stimulus had been given to Indian extremism and the bad 

feelings between Hindus and Muslims had been aggravated. The 

Muslims now felt the need of a definite political organization and 

on December 30, I906, the Muslim League was founded, mainly for the 

purpose of protecting and advancing Muslim political rights. 

These difficulties did not deter the British government form 

enacting the Morley-Minto Reforms, which made extensive constitutional 

changes. The old practice of nomination subject to acceptance by 

the governor general was now replaced by election municipalities, 

district boards, chambers of commerce, landlords, and other groups 

of special interest. 

PeT·haps the most significant element in the reforms was the 

acceptance of separate elector-ates for the Muslims. The Muslims 

now stated bluntly that under a system of joint electorates, truly 

representative Muslim candidates would stand no chance of election. 
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Separate electorates become part of the established pattern of 

Indian political life. A terrorist fringe continued to exist in 

Bengal, but as a whole India was in a peaceful state when World 

War I broke out. In November I9I6 the Lucknow Pact, by which the 

two communities agreed to join in the demand for early self -

government and in which the Congress accepted the principle of 

separate electorates for Muslim members of the legislature was 

signed. The great masses of the population, both Hindu and Muham

madan, oared little for the manoeuvres of the politicians or 

the reactions of the War, and a event showed that for them the old 

religious antagonism was still a compelling force in their lives. 

In·I9I5 and again in I9I6 there had been serious riots in the 

Patna district of Bihar over cow - sacrifice at the Bakr-Id 

festival. During the rains of I9I7 trouble broke out in 

Shahabad. For large Hindu mobs wandered over a tract of some 

2,000 square miles, attacking, burning and pillaging Muslim 

villages and Houses, retreating before police. 

The punishment of the Hindu aggressors which followed was swift 

and stern. The bitter memories of I9I7 left no room later for an 

anti - government alliance between the Hindus and Muhammadan 

masses. By the middle of I922 the alliance between the Hindu 

and Muhammadan extremists had completely broken down. The old 

religious dissensions between the two communities were now being 

stimulated by proselytizing activities. 
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On the part of the Hindus there were two movements: one which sought 

to bring back to the Hindu fold converts to Isam and Christianity; 

and another, whose object was to foster militant Hinduism. The 

Muhammadans replied with counter - organizations, and the operations 

of these opposing movement did much to heat the communal 

atmosphere. A conference attended by leading representatives of all 

creeds was held at Delhi in September I924 to concert peace 

measures. There was some impr·ovemen.t in 1925, but it was short

lived, for all previous records were surpassed in 1926 with 

36 serious riots and a casualty roll of close on 2,000. 

In previous years religious disputes had been the chief causes 

of collision, but the tension had now become so great that the 

most trivial incidents sufficed to start trouble. Communal disorder 

had became the dominant factor of Indian political life. In 

July I926 the Viceroy made a appeal to the leaders both communities, 

calling upon them to work for peace and end •the communal 

tension which was eating into the national life as a cancer'• 

His speech made a impression upon the whole of educated India, 

but it did not reach the ignorant multitude, which continued to 

be the prey of agitators and fanatics. 

Unity conferences were held in September and October 1927, 

but attention was diverted from communal strife by the announcement 

of the appointment of the Statutory Commission. The Muhammadans 

held aloof from the organized boycott of the Commission, and 

became convinced that the time had come to unite in defence 

of their common interests. 
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The resolution of I January I929, in which the Muslim All-Parties 

Conference set forth the minimum demands of the community. In 

I929 there occu1·red seI·ious disturbances in Bombay Oi ty, which 

began with collisions between Hindu strikers and Pathan substitutes. 

The significance of these riots was that their cause was 

economic rather than religious. The Round Table Conference did 

not prevent the extremist~ from launching their second campaign 

of civil disobedience in the spring of the following year. 

This disastrous war against authority widened the breach between 

Hindus and Muhammadans, for the latter resented the tyrannous 

interference with their normal activities exercised by the Congress 

agents. The Round Table Conference had failed to settle the 

communal issue, Congress had resumed its activities and all 

parties awaited with nervousness the communal award expected of 

Government • 

~ven after the 2nd World War there have been much related incidents 

of antagonism. In I984 there were clashes between Muslims and 

Hindus in the streets of Bombay and onoe again in 1985 in 

Gujarat over what seemed to be petty issues. Due to exaggeration 

on both the path of the Hindus and Muslims the clashes resulted 

in a high casualty rate. The guerilla warfare that followed 

took the usual form of murderous assualt, pillage of shops and 

incendiary fires. Order was only restored when the police 

intervened. If these incidents could ooour in the 20th century 

then there is a possibility of a recurrence. .This problem was 

created and even Gandhi was wrong in predictiag a non violent 

society after independence. 
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This resulted in the partition of India and the formation of 

Pakistan after Independence. With the influence of Jinnah and 

Company the Muslims wanted their own independent state. Even 

during the partition, when the Hindus were moving to the Central 

and South and the Muslims to the north West (to the state that was 

given to them) there were bloody clashes. 

This brief record of communal conflicts, in which only the most 

prominient incidents have been mentioned, forms a dark page in 

Indian history. The toll of human life from communal conflicts 

during the past sixty years has been less than the holocaust of a 

single massacre in the olden days. The great masses of the rural 

population, whether Hindu of Muhammadan, are simple cultivators, 

who at all normal times live in peace and amity. Their chief 

preoccupations are the arrival ar.d seasonal distribution of the 

annual rains, the tillage of their fields, the gathering of their 

harvests their dealings with their landlords. Religious festivals 

are one of their few excitements. If these occasionally lead 

to strife and bloodshed, normal relations are resumed as soon 

as the lava flow of passion subsides. the urban masses are more 

prone to communal strife, because life is more complicated in the 

towns. Here political friction often stimulates religious 

antagonism; temples and mosques are closer together; there is 

more danger of collision in the narrow streets, and a larger 

admixture of the rowdy turbulent elements that love disorder for its 

own sake and for its opportunities. 
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The educated classes of both communities work harmoniously 

together in all walks of life. It may indeed be claimed with 

justice that they have been drawn together, not severed, by their 

century and half of association under a common administration, 

which has given them the same laws, the same security of person 

and freedom of action, the same schools and universities, the 

same progressive civilization and the bond of a common speech. 

6. THE idUSLIM BREAKAWAY: 

The growing t•ift between the politics of the two communities 

has been explained in a number of ways. One school of thought 

has insisted that in the race for education, employment and other 

less tangible benefits of wester·n influence, the Muslims fell 

far behind the more adaptable Hindus. Whether handicapped by 

the prejudice against secular eduction or by government's 

suspicion of their intentions, they became a backward community. 

Retarded by t-his time lag, they wer·e wary of attaching themselves 

to the politics of a Congress dominated by the more successful 

community. Those whom desire has persuaded that a.11 the troubles 

of India have come as gifts from abroad, have emphasised the 

role of imperialism in putting two communities which history had 

joined. Those holding this view see the alien government 

throuwing its weight first behind one community and then behind 

the other, so as to hold them in perpetual deadlock and to prevent 

them from ever uniting against it. 
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This view has become an argument that so long as there was British 

rule there was bound to be Indian dividion, since eac~ of the two 

rivals would be tempted to make its own terms with the third party 

rather than to search for a solution between themselves. Finally 

these two communities we c:' e in fact two natio:1s, distinguishable 

ever since the time of the Muslim invasions and separable at ·the 

time of the British retreat. All these theories begin from the 

assumptions that the Islamic community in India can be referred as 

a bloc of peoples whose conditions were generally equal, whose 

interests were generally the same and whose solidarity was gen

erally firm. None of these asswnptions is true. Unevenness of 

development in India produced dispa;dties between Muslims in 

different provinces and between Muslims in the same province, 

just as it was doing between Hindus. As competitiveness in upper 

India spread between Muslim and Hindu, it forced the Muslims to 

concentrate on defending their own dominant position ther·e, while 

the case of their less fortunate brethr·en in other· provinces went 

by default. In eastern India, where the inter·ests of one Bengali 

Muslim clashed with those of another, there was not much in common 

between Muslim zemindars and Muslim tenants; and the poor peasants 

of ea.st Bengal were merely so many to point out their own plight. 

When Syed Ah.med Khan and Amir Ali pruported to act as spokesmen 

of all Muslims in India, their claim was as hollow as that of the 

Congress leaders represent all Indians or as that of the 

government to be the trustee of all Indians. 
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In so shapeless, so jumbled a bundle of societies, there were not 

two nations, there was not one nation, there was no nation at 

all. What was India? - a graveyard of old nationalities and 

the mother of new nationalisms struggling to be born. 

Among the masses of Hindus, with interests so varied and opposed, 

the only political form any all - India aspiration could take at 

this time was an organisation of educated men. Other regions 

and other castes might take up this option and make their way 

into the all - India body; and so why not other communities? 

But here another option was opening as well. Besides the linkages 

of the educated, only one other form of all - India political 

organisation could be visualised at this time: a linkages of 

Muslims uniting the community from all corners of the sub 

continent. This was not practical politics at the end of the 

neneteenth century. But the decision of some of their· leaders 

to hold aloof from Congress was of great importance. It gave 

them an incentive not to hold aloof from each other but to move 

towards genuine inter - regional alliances; and on certain 

assumptions it could justify them in working to find a solution 

for themselves alone. Many fac·~ors were to influence their 

choices after the end of the I880s. Another sixty years were 

to pass before the final decision. 
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6.I. INDEPENDENCE 1-1.ND P1i.RTITION:-

While Viscount Wavell, was releasing political p1isoners, planning 

to broaden the Executive Council and preparing for the new elections 

scheduled for the winter of 1945 I946, the whole scene was changed 

by the victor·y of the Labour Party in Brita.in. Within IO months a 

conference attended by all political leaders was held at Simla in an 

effort to set up an interim national government; new elections were 

held; and a British cabinent mission came out to India to form a 

plan of breaking the Congress - Muslim League impasse. 

The cabinet mission's plan, announced in a white paper on May I6, 

endeavored to keep India united while permitting Muslim - majority 

provinces to group themselves together with a great deal of authonomy. 

It set up a procedure for the election of a Constituent Assembly 

by the I,585 newly chosen members of the provincial legislatures, 

with 93 seats to be awaided to nominees of the states, it gave 

assurance of :Sritain"s readiness to abandon paramountcy over a.11 the 

states. Neither Congress nor the Muslim League felf it wise to refrain 

from ultimate acceptance of the plan, but both parties were engaged 

in a dispute as to various points of interpretation. Lord Wavell 

brought matters to a head by allowing a newly appointed Executive 

Council to function as an interim government led by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

This caused the Muslim League leaders to review their decision and 

brought about an agreement to enter the government despite non

recognition of the League'~ contention that it was the only body 

representing Indian Muslims. 
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For a moment foreign ovser-ver·s thought a Hindu - Muslim accord 

would be reached, but the government seldom functioned normally. 

Ministers of the opposing grou:;,s seldom met face to face, and most 

cabinet business was done by correspondenae. The Muslim League 

let it be known that league members, elected to the Constituent 

Assembly would not take their seats. 

This situation remained virtually unaltered after Lord Wavell had 

succeeded in inducing Nehru and Jinnah to fly to London for 

conferences on the clarification of the cabinet mission"s plan. 

When such clarification had accomplished nothing in making the interim 

government workable, the British government decided to replace 

Lord Wavell with Viscount Mountbatten and to announce that Britain 

would withdraw form India, transfer-ring power preferably to one 

government, but not hesitating to transfer it to more than one 

government if such action proved unavoidable. This announcement 

caused intense political activity behind the scenes at both 

London and New Delhi. On June 3, I94 7, came the a1mouncement of the 

plan for the partition of India into two independent dominions 

India and,Pakistan. The Indian states would be left free to 

accede to either dominion or not, as they chose. Eoth the Congress 

and the Muslim League accepted the plan. 

An Indian Independence Act was passed through the British Parliament 

with very little debate and on August I5, 1947, The British Indian 

Empire ceased to exist. After agreat communal disturbances in the 

Punjab and Benjal, which took a toll of many thousands of casualties 
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and involved the migration of several million pe,· sons, there appeared 

two new nations, the one, India, all the states fell within its 

orbit, the other Pakistan with its 70 million population, 

oomposed of two disparate blocs of te x· ritory - in the northwest 

Baluchistan, Sind, the North - West Frontier Province, and western 

Punjab up to a line drawn just east of Lahore; in the northeast, 

the Muslim - majority districts in eastern Bengal and the 

Sylhet District of Assam. 

SIKHS IN INDIA: 

Sikhism is a r·eformed sect. founded in the Punjab in the I 5th 

century, which has drawn heavily upon the beliefs and practices 

of Islam. Its founder Guru N~nak, was familiar with Sufi Islamic 

teachings; he preached monotheism, service to thers, humility, 

self-restraint, and the mystical value of prayer. He abhorred 

idolatry, denied the validity of the Hindu caste system, setting 

up a common kitchen where all casts partook of the same food, 

and also opposed Muslim deistic theology •• 

The Sikhs are neither a race, nor a nationality, nor a caste; 

but primarily the followers of a religion, they form a community 

which is of traditional prestige derived from its relitious and 

political history rather than from its numbers. Its total 

strength in the whole of India is 4 Million. Of these, 6 millions 

live in the British province of the Punjab and over 3 Million 

in the Indian St.ates. 

Cont. Page 23 



Page 23 

The history is of a religious origin with religious development, 

followed, under the stress of Muslim hostility and persecution, 

by the growth a militant spir·it, culminating at the end of the 

seventeenth century in the establishment of a religio - military 

organization, the Sikh Khalsa or Brotherhood, which under 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh, won political domination over the entire 

tr·aot laying between the river Sutlej and the north - western 

frontier of India, including Kashmir. 

The central shrine of the Sikh community is the Golden Temple 

at Amritsar, the second largest city in the Punjab and the 

head - quarters of the faith. From I708 up to the British 

annexation of the Punjabi in 1849 the history of the Khalsa is 

the history of north - western India, and that is a history of 

war and bloodshed. Between 1798 and I8IO Ranjit Singh succeeded 

in securing political ascendancy over all the territories which 

had been appropriated by the associations to the north of the 

Sutlej. His threatened advance to the south of that river was 

very firmly but peaceably foiled by the British Government in 

the treaty of Amritsar. Ranjit Singh recouped himself by con

quering the remainder of the Punjab, all of this he had acquired 

by means of a regular army or·ganized and disciplined on 

European lines. The government of his dominions was of a 

primitive type, being confined to the collection of revenue and 

the maintenance of law and or-der, and dependent for its results 

on the efficiency of local governors. 
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On the Maharaja"s death in 1839 chaos and dissolution rapidly 

supe1-vened, culminating in 1845 in the invasion of British 

territory by the Khalsa army. A Sikh regency under British 

guidance and protection was set up on behalf of the late 

Maharaja"s minor heir. In the great Muting of 1857 Sikh troops 

rendered memor able service in helping to retain India for the 

Crown, thus testifying to theix· appreciation of the benefits of 

British rule. But, since the opening of the present century, 

increasing contact with western culture and the process of self 

criticism which it has instigated in the Sikh community, have led 

to a revival of communal consciousness and to a growing recognition 

of communal interests. there has developed a Neo - Sikhism which 

strives .to combine acceptance for Khalsa traditions with a more 

modern outlook on current problems, social, poli~ioal, and 

educational; but a cult of the community, is dominated by 

determination to ensure the full preservation, if not the provincial 

ascendancy of itself and of its interests and secure for it a 

position in the process of Indian evolution worthy of its 

political and religious history. 

The early years of the century saw the development of an elective 

council - the Chief Khalsa Dewan - for the general direction of 

the religious and educational concerns of the community and for 

the protection of its interests. 
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To it were affiliated similar local committees in the large towns, and 

associations in rural areas; but during the troubles much of 

its influence and authority has been appropriated by the more 

extreme politicians of the Neo-Sikh school. The chief educational 

institution of the community is the Khalsa College at Amritsar: 

it maintains other colleges as well as some four hundred schools. 

It has also promoted and secure provincial legislation in matte1·s 

directly concerning its interests; such as an Act pa,ssed in 1909 

to legitimize a special form of Sikh marriage, and an Act for the 

prevention of the use of tobacco among juvenile Sikhs, and the 

Sikh Shrines Act passed in 1925. 

The bulk of the Sikh community is to be found among the agricultural 

tribes of the Punjab, though certain urban trading and professional 

classes and artisans form important elements. The Sikh peasant 

is generally a sturdy, industrious, ~nd successful cultivator, 

somewhat slowwitted, but withal shrewd and acquisitive and not 

without enterprise. He makes an excellent soldier and he furnished 

a substantial proportion of the great host of recruits which the 

P'l].nj1,3.b provided in the Great War; but under a novel social 

environment he is apt to lose his bearings and his self-control. 

The other classes are generally of higher grade of intelligence and 

mental ability and have to some extent been caught up into existing 

currents of Indian political thought and aspiration, while the 

peasants have little taste for preoccupations of this nature. At 

the end of !920 a communal committee for the management of the sacred 

shrines was set up and soon acquired increasing influence. 
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But .this development, was-•shortly captured by the more extreme 

politically - minded members of the Sikh community, chiefly of the 

urban classes, and exploited for political purposes with the 

political agitation then in progress in other parts of India. 

They samw that such amovement might easily be converted into a 

power·ful instrument for subve~·sive agitation, if an element of 

lawless violence could be introduced by appeals to the religious 

sentiment and traditions of an impulsive community. The committee 

organized the Akalis, a militant puritan sect of the Sikhs and 

the traditional successor·s of the personal bodyguard of Guru 

Godind Singh, and encouraged recruitment to their ranks, using them 

as a militia for the execution of its orders. Large bodies of 

these men proceeded to occupy the the monasteries, often by 

forcible seizure and ejectment of the managers. Propaganda, in 

which religious and politcal matter was mingled with suggestions 

that the Government was hostile to the Sikh religion, was 

extensively carried on. In 1922 the action of the Akalis 

threatened a reign of terror in parts of the Punjab, but the 

movement of troops into the disturbed areas effected some degree 

of pacification. In 1923 legislature by a majority of official 

and Muhammadan votes against the combined opposition of Sikh and 

Hindu members. The committee was declared an illegal association 

and its member's arrested, but it was reconstituted in another form 

and its activities co;1tinued. A Bill dealing with the whole 

question of the shrines was passed in July 1925. 
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By this Act a,11 Sikh religious institutions were brought under 

the control of the Sikh community through the agency of local 

congregational representatives; their mangers wer·e deprived 

of permanent tenure of their offices, the due application of 

monastic endowments was ensure, and the maintenance and audit 

of accounts prescribed. The leaders of the Sikh community have 

during the last few years taken a vigorous part in the 

discussion of schemes of constitution.al reform and have advanced 

claims _ to elective representation proportionate to its own 

estimate of its political and historical importance. In the 

constitution introduced in 1921 separate communal representation 

was conceded to Sikhs as to Muhammadans. Out of a total of 71 

elective seats in the provincial Legislative Council, were 

allotted to Sikh. In I929 Sikh community claimed 30 per cent 

of the elective seat. 

The Sikhs are at present regarded as the most progressive group 

of India. Many of them feel that their progress is being retarded 

by the Hindus and Muslims of Punjab. It has being proven that 

the wealth of Punjab is being distributed among other Indian States 

and as a result the Sikhs feel that they suffer and make the most 

sacrifices. That is why they are fighting for their independence 

and want Punjab as their own independent state just as Pakistan 

was given to the Muslims. Unfortunately the Indian Government 

cannot reach a decision on this issue and as a result many clashes 

have ensured between the Indian troops and the Akali Dal (the Sikh 

Extremist Group). 
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The Indian troops recently captured the Golden Temple, the centre 

of all Sikh activities, and their leader Seth Bindinivale was 

killed. The Sikhs retaliated by assasinating prominent government 

officials and their families in Delhi and more recently attacked 

a bus load of civilians. A Sikh guard was also successful in 

assasinating Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, and this incident 

shocked the more liberal Sikhs abroad. Since they are a 

militant and progressive group they would not sit back and 

accept the Indian Government's propose,ls. Unless, and until 

their demands are not met the killings and rioting would 

continue. 

K■lwant Roy 

INDIA: The Golden Temple, chief shrine of the Sikh religion, at Amritsar. 
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8. THE INDIAN CHRISTIANS: 

The Indian Christians have now become the third community in India. 

Their total numbers were about I5 millions. The Indian Christian 

community is widely distributed over the whole 0f India, but it is 

more mimerous in Goa, Ma.drad and the States of Travancore a .1d 

Cochin than elsewhere. The greater part of the Indian Christian 

community has been drawn into the various sections of the Church 

from the lower strata of the Hindu community - the depressed 

olasses·as they have come to be called. The regions in which the 

most conspicuous movements have taken place from these classes into 

the Christian fold are the Punjab, parts of .Bombay, the Telugu 

country, both in Hyderabad State and in the British Districts. 

It was estimated recently that the number of converts to 

Christianity from Islam was about the same as that from the Hindu 

castes. The Indian Christian community has a remarkable standard 

of literacy, compared with other Indian communities, if it is 

remembered what a large proportion has been drawn from the lower 

strata to whom education has been in the past virtually unknown. 

The proportion of women able to read and write is only surpassed 

in the small and prosperous community of the Pa.rsees. The political 

significance of this educational advance is obvious. The place 

taken by the Indian Christian community in the political life of 

India has been inconspicuous, ,even when the small numbers of the 

Christians are kept in mind. 
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The reasons are obvious. They are first, the fact that so large 

a proportion of the total number of christians came from the 

depressed classes who took no interest in political affairs; and 

second that the bulk of the community had been intimately associated 

with fo1·eign missionary bodies, British, American, and :mu.ropean, 

and tended naturally to cling to its foreign leaders and to 

eschew identification with the political and especially the 

nationalist tendencies of developing India. Under the Montagu 

Chelmsford reforms of I9I9, however, the Indian Chr·istians received 

definite recognition. In Madras Presidency five seats were given 

to Christians, based on a special electorate in five constituencies. 

In the other provinces a seat was provided for them by nomination 

and in the central Legislative Assembly similarly a nominated 

seat was given to a representative of the Christian community. 

The last few years have seen a considerable development in the 

political consciousness of the Indian Christians. As with other 

communities, the illiterate masses have no knowledge of politics 

but the educated and semi - educated sections of the community 

have begun to interest themselves definitely in the political 

~uestions confronting the country. The Liberal or moderate party 

represents the views of the bulk of the leading Christians who 

interest themselves in politics, but in proportion to their numbers 

they have produced a not unworthy body of men of independent 

judgement who are more than the echoes of a.:)party. The younger 

generation of the educated Christians is on the whole strongly 

nationalist; the views of Christian students, for instance, are 
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not markedly different from those of ther students of their age. 

It is a commonplace among educated Christians that to be a 

Christian does not mean to be denationalized or to have no 

sympathy with the patriotic movements of the day. The leaders 

of the Protestant Christians have separated themselves 

consistently fo r m the demand for communal electorates. They 

habe urged before the Simon Commission and elsewhere that jiont 

electorates a r e best for the cou·-1try, ano. did not adk that they, 

as a small minority, should be excepted form such electorates. 

But they also added that, should the principle of communal 

elector-ates be adopted, they would then wish to have special 

provision made for Christians. In the British Government's communal 

award of Au.gust 1932 the Indian Christiand were to receive a 

total of twenty - one seate in the legislatures of seven of the 

nine provinces. It is probable that the experience of Madas, 

where the five Indian Christians to seats were contested mainly 

on Protestant - Catholic lines, strenghtened the antipathy felt 

by some of the leading Christians to the communal solution. 

It is certain that a progressive and relatively well - educated 

community such the the Indian Christions is likely to do better 

on a basis of general competition than by any system of 

reservation of posts in communal proportions. While the Roman 

Catholic spokemen stood for separate electorates, the Protestant 

leaders threw their weight with those other Indians who desired by 

all means to avoid the electoral segregation of communities. 
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However there have not been much related incidents of violence 

concerning the Christians. It is understood that they are 

very passive and since they come from the lower castes and 

the depressed classes, they may have more patience and a higher 

tolerance rate than most communities in India. 

THE DBPRESSillD GLASSES: 

The words 'depressed classes' may be misleading. As applied to 

India the term 'depr·essed classes' has a specific connotation; 

it connotes a class standing ouside Hindu society but in a 

definite relation to it, and in theory at least, denied by 

Hinduism that respect which might seem to be the elementary 

right of every human being. This class was formly known as 

'pariah', 1outcaste•, •untouchable'. Among the specific 

disabilities of the outcaste class are these. An outcaste 

must quit the public way at the approach of a caste Hindu: his 

touch, contiguity, shadow are deemed to be polluting. He may 

not draw water from a well used by caste Hindus. He may not 

sent his children to a school attended by the children of caste 

Hindus. He may not worship iR the temples of caste Hindus. 

The depressed classes are to be found throughout India. The 

Statutory Commission in I930 estimated the number of the 1outcastes' 

exclusive of aboriginals definitely outside the Hindu fols, at 

43½ millions. 
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According to orthodox Hindu thought, mankind was divided into the 

following classes: (I} 13rahmins, or priests; (2) Kshattriyas, 

or warriors; (3) Vaisyas, or traders; (4) Sudras, or artisans. 

Outside these classes wex-e placed the Pariahs, persons reaping 

the bitter fruits of sin in past incarnations and consequently 

f'oul in their manner of lide and doomed to degrading occupationa. 

The position of the Pariah in modern India has some resemblance 

to that of the Jew in medieval Europe. 1l1he material misery 

of the Pariah to-day is probably not much deeper than the material 

misery of the English miner and factory worker, at the beginning 

of the nineteenth century. In Europe the Jew has never been 

able to escape (even if he desired) from his race; but creed 

is no longer accounted a disadvantage to any one and it is now 

possible for an individual to change freely and finally his 

economic and social status. 

In India to-day nothing forbids a Brahmin to become a working 

jeweller, a caste goldsmith to become a Geovernment clerk. 13ut 

as neither can divest himself of his original caste 01· alter his 

essential status in Hinduism. A Pariah, even in the face of 

heredity and environment, may acquire wealth, education, influence, 

but he cannot rid himself of the specific disadvantages of his 

class. Anger at Hindu oppression and scorn of Pariah servility 

are natural to the European. The European should remember that in 

regard to certain things the mentality of India is wholly 

different from that of Europe. 
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A Brahmin will not aocept a Pariah as an inmate or s~rvant in his 

house; but in the mar!ret place he does not trouble himself 

about the pa,riah' s proximity. Refusal of water to the thirsty 

is abhorrent to European ideas. But, to water and to food the. 

Indian attaches a peculiar significance. Few Indiam; are 

willing to permit the touching of their food by a member of a 

caste or creed which they deem inferior to their own. In b'Urope 

although no quasi-theological law !orbids it, the working cobbler 

does not or·dinar·ily inhabit the smae str·eet as the priest or 

lawyer; the convention which is tacit in Eu.rope is in India. 

Explicit and enforced. The objection of the caste Hindu to the 

presence of Pariah children in 'public' schools is largely a 

manifestation of the feeling which in most countries leads the 

'gentleman' to frobid his children association with the children 

of the petty tradesman, the artisan, the domestic servant. In India 

the refusal is more unjustifiable, inasmuch as most Indian 

schools are subsidized from public funds. In England the same 

feeling finds expression in the practical surrender of the 

Board Schools by the •upper• to the 11lower' classes. France has 

toyed with the idea of the school compulsory for all , but has 

not yet ventured to enforce it. In India the educational regulations 

of all provinces provide for the admission of children of the 

depressed classes to the common village school. The social habits, 

social regulations of a nation, are the expression of a national 

mentality, and as such are not to be coademned off-hand and utterly 

by a foreigner. 
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But to attenuate the degree of oppression is not to justify 

oppression; still less is it to explain why oppression is 

oontinuingly practised by the caste Hindu and continuingly 

permitted by the Pariah. Unquestionably during the last hundred 

years, even within the last twenty years, the position of the 

depressed classed has been sensibly ameliorated. The fact that 

their political representation is a practical question of 

to-day proves the assertion. A hundred years ageo, fifty years 

ago, to speak of political representation for the depressed 

classes would have been akin to speaking political representation 

for the cats and dogs. The chief agencies of improvement have 

been Christian missionary societies, and the alien (British) 

Government of India. 

It is among the depressed classes that the Christian missionary 

finds his readiest converts; in theological argument the 

educated Hindu is a genuinely formidable opponent, and one not 

easy to confound or convince. It has been charged against the 

Ch,ristian missionary that he bribes the outcaste. He certainly 

offers, perhaps indirectly, to the outcaste the hope of a better 

material life. This is right, it is silly to offer a man the 

stone of theology while his tomach craves for bread. And, humanly 

speaking, it is easier to be 'good' in comfort than in misery. 

The British Government of India could not cut directly across 

the line of Hindu prejudice. 
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It certainly would hve been impolitic, it might have been morally 

wrong, for that government to attempt a sudden and compulsory 

1'emoval of outcaste disabilities. But where wells wells for 

the depressed classes did not exist, the Government provided 

them; for the depressed classes the Government created special 

schools; by judicious reservation and grant of land it endeavoured 

to raise them from economic slavery. Free emigration has been for 

the depressed classes powerful weapon of defence against the 

tyranny of the caste landlord; The Government has opened the 

gate of public employment wider and yet more wide to the depressed 

classes. For many years an outcaste menial in a Government office 

has attracted no comment or objection for caste Hindus; very 

recently from menial employment the outcaste has begun to make 

his way to positions of trust and authority. 

The political importanoe of the epreseed classes is recognized 

by the fact that among the fourteen non-official members nominated 

by the Governor - General in the central Legislative Assembly 

room was found for o:-1e representative of the depressed classes. 

For the provincial legislatures, classes which in the opinion of 

the Governor are 'depressed' have been represented by four 

nominations in the Gentra.l Provinces, two in Bombay, two in Bihar, 

and one each in Beng~l and in the United Provinces. At the Round 

Table Conferences two representatives of the depressed classes 

sat as members of the British India delegation. 

cont. Page 37 



Page 37 

In the communal award seventy - one special seats in seven out 

of the mine provincial legislatures were allotted for twenty 

years to the depressed classes; moreover, they wer·e to be 

allowed to vote in general constituencies as well as in their 

own special constituenceis. Whether the depressed classes will 

ever be received 0:1 an equal footing by Hindusociety no man can 

say. There may be some differences too deep for reconciliation. 

And it is not alw'.ys easy to say on which side irreconcilability 

is strongest. 

IO. TH1.: AUGLO - INDIANS: 

Of the many races that compose the peoples of India, the majority 

have poured through the passes of the north-west frontier or 

from overseas. The Anglo-Indian race, which has distinct racial 

characteristics of its own is one of the few that can claim the 

possession of an Indian birthright. It dates back four hundred 

years to the period of the early Portuguese settlements on the 

Malabar coast, when intermarriage with the natives of the land 

was encouragec by the Portuguese authorities with the object of 

str-enghtening their hold on the country. The union of European 

and Asian races that the offspring ca.me to be known 'Anglo-Indian• 

which was officially recognized by Government as descriptive of 

persons of mixed descent. The Anglo-Indian played an important 

part in the con solidation of the Indian Empire. 
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In the Indian Mutiny, as in the Great War, Individual Anglo 

Indians won a high reputation for courage and resource. No 

reliable statistics ar·e available as to the numbers of the 

community. More than half the number are in Madras and Bengal 

the r'emainder dispersed over the other provinces along the lines 

of communication. It is believed that many Indian Christians return 

themselves as Anglo-Indians with the idea that they will improve their 

social status, while on the other hand Anglo-Indians who have 

risen above the general level of the community are apt to 

record themselves as Europeans. The Anglo-Indian possesses a 

double brithright: he has fallen between two stools, a fact 

recognized by The Simon Commission. The report was unable to 

indicate the precise direction in which a remeuy was to be 

found for the problems of the community are economic rather than 

political. Anglo - Indians eventually found openingsiin position 

both on the railways and in the telegraph, postal, police, and junior 

magisterial services, where loyalty and devotion to duty are as 

essential to the external and internal security of India as in 

fighting forces. Anglo-Indians are also to be found in the 

custom, survey, and medical departments. 

Anglo - Indian schools, r·un on English lines, have been handicapped 

by inadequate financial resour·oes; and the poverty of the community 

has compelled boys and girls to leave school at a early age, 

insufficiently equipped for tthe battle of life 
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Relying so largely on government employment, the Anglo-Indian in 

the main ~as neither sought an opeing nor created a need for his 

services outside offical life; and both time and better education 

are r-eq_uired to absorb into wider channels ow wor·k the lar-ge numbers 

dispossessed of their traditional employment. The first Round 

Table Conference at which the Anglo-Indian delegate played a 

prominent part, admitted thes facts. The Services Sub-Committee 

recognized 'the special position of the Anglo-Indians in respect 

of public employment', and recommended 'that special consideration' 

should be given to their claims for employment in the Services'. 

The Standard of living adopted by the community, which is based 

on, though falling far below, western standards. The standard 

prohibits competition with the Indian artisan and shopkeeper, and 

also recruitment in the ranks of the Indian fighting for·ces. 

Settlement on the land has been attempted on more than one 

occasion, but experiments have not proved encouraging. In the 

past the Anglo - Indians have lacked adequate leadership by 

reson of their poverty, their small numbers scattered throughtout 

a vast area, and the leakage from the community at the top. The 

Communal award of His Majesty's Government in August I932 allotted 

to Anglo - Indians Twelve seats in seven provincial legislatures. 

A community representing under 0,04 per cent, of the total 

population cannot expect to influence the course of legislation 

by its vote. It is often said that people of mixed descent inherit 

the vices of bothe races; but this is not true of the Anglo-Indians 

as a. whole. 
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Sensitve and quick to wilt under unsympathetic treatment, the 

Anglo - Indian has inherited from his Indian forebea: 's a gentle 

and kindly disposition and an idealism somewhat divoreed from 

the realities of life. The growth of spirit of self - help and 

self - reliance can only come slowly in a community relegated for 

generations to subordinated positions and is no solution of 

immediate difficulties. Greatly impoverished with the general 

population by present economic depressions, the community, has 

suffered still further from the policy of Indianization and the 

reduction of its educational grants. It requires the present 

protection of its chief employer, the •State, and in the future 

more generous provision for its adeuate education'. The community 

has suffered from the attitude adopted towards it, both by .. 
Indians and Europeans, which has fostered a sense of racial 

inferiority; and its resuscitation demands the sympathetic co -

operation of those who should regard themselves as joint trustees 

for a race they have jointly brought into being. 

CASTE SYSTEM: 

Among the Hindus a group of families forms a caste which may vary 

in size from a few hundred to several million. An individual's 

choice of a marriage partner is generally restricted to his own 

caste, and even in cities intercaste marriages are rare. The 

cast are arranged hierarchically according to the prestige of 
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their traditional occupation and the extent to which they observe such 

social practices as speoi&.l food t:c1.boos, st:riot vegetarian.ism, 

and the prohibition of widow remarriage, according to traditions 

prescribed in Sanskrit liter-ature. The caste system is intermingled 

with Hinduism, deriving part of its strength from a religious 

philosophy which justifies a per·son's present position by his 

deeds in previous existences and promises a better status in his 

next existence if he fulfills his duty by conforming to the 

rules of his caste today. Other r·eligious groups, such as the 

Sikhs, :Muslim, and Christians while doctrinally opposed to 

caste, have nevertheless formed castelike groups, which frequently 

reflect their affiliation prior to conve:r:c;ion fr-om Hinduism. 

The Indian Constitution forbids the enforcement of the disabilities 

arising out of untouchability and the Untouohability (Offences) 

Act of 1955 provides legal penalties fol" its practice. Both the 

central and the state governments have done much to raise the 

social and economic level of these classes. An individual may 

raise his own esteem and influence and that of his family by t ,he 

acquisition of wealth (especially land}, education, political 

power, and special religious merit, and over the generations 

whole caste often attempt to rise in the hierarchy. 

In the cities education has become a much more important determinant 

of occupation al though the different castes are still u;.-1equal in 

their educational attainments. 
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I 2 . COI-ICLUSION: 

In August 1947, when power and paramountcy were formally relinquished 

by the British, the territory which now the Republic of India was 

composed of 9 government provinces, 5 commissioner's provinces 

and more than 500 princely states, and operat€d under a political 

structure conceived mox:e than a decade earliez· whose federal 

provisions had never been tried. One of the most remarkable 

achieveme;'lts in postiudependence Indian history was the reduction 

of this geographic chaos into a relatively simple administrative 

structure and the emergence of a strong central goverrunent to 

fill the gap left by the departure o f' the British. 

By I949 R-11 the major states within India's purview except 

Hyderabad and Kashmir had been integrated with the Indian Union 

by means of cajolery, threats, and the provision of ample pensions 

for the princes. Hyderabad, a Hindu - majority state ruled by a 

predominantly Muslim aristocracy, attempted to establish its 

sovereignty as an independent country. Civil unrest with the 

state, including the harassment of Hindus with offioal encouragement 

brought the dispatch of Indian troops. 

In I949, the nizam of Hyderabad acceded to India and in I956 his 

domains ere divided among Andhra, Pradesh, Mysore, and Bombay. 

Jammu and Kashmir, on the othet' hand was ruled by a Hindu maharaja 

aristocracy, while the majority of the population was Muslim. 
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Like Hyderabad, it postponed the question accession. In October 

I947, when it looked as if Maharaja Hari Singh were leaning 

toward India, tribesmen from Pakistan's North - West Frontier 

Province, invaded. Kashmir in an attempt to capture the state 

government. The political integration of the rest of India took 

place in two stages. The first, when the Indian Constitution 

was inaugurated, created a graduated federal system co~posed of 

states in varying degrees of approximation to the position of 

the for·mer provinces of British India. Secondlly in :r96I - 1962, 

India moved unilaterally to incorporate the states - first the 

enclaves of Dadra and Na.gar Aveli and then following a military 

attack, Goa, Dam~o and Diu. 

With so many diffe1 ent communities, different cultures, differ·ent 

languages and different history and :Background, the Indian 

Central Government still manages to maintain justice and democracy 

It is fascinating to see how people with different cultures, aims 

and goals can live together harmoniously under one government that 

is for the people. Yet in a country like South Africa with not so 

many different cultures, aims, and differ·ent official languages, 

people cannot live in harmony because of the policies the 

government adoptes. The Indian Government tries as hard as possible 

to bring the people of India together no matter what differences they 

have but instead the South African government wants to separate -fl:he 

people of its country for their own interests. 

THAT ts WHY " INDIA I S KNOWN AS THE LARGEST w~~•[QCRACY IN THE WORLD II. 
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