




On Friday, 16th November, 1860, at about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
there arrived at Port Nutal the barque "Truro", bringing the first group of 
Indians invited by the Colony of Natal lo work on the sugar plantations. 

In the wake of these pioneer:, came hundreds of other Indians; some to 
lubour in ths fisljs, soml  to teach and preach and others to trade. And all 
of them, each accordinq to his or her ability, directly or indirectly, contributed 
to the progress of this vast sub-continent. 

In the hundred years of their stay in South Africa the Indian pecple have 
inade great s'rides, mainly through self-help and often in the face of official 
upathy and legal and social restrictions. 

In the following pages is recorded, very briefly, the story of the achieve- 
ments of the Indian South Africans in various fields of endeavour. The story 
is simply told. Nowhere in it i$ there a truce of bitterness or recrimination. 

The Indian people dedicated themselves, early in the Twentieth Century, 
und at the behest of their leader, the great Sou:h African Mohandas Karam- 
chand Gandhi, to a philosophy of humility, tolerance and love for their neigh- 
bours. Perhaps they have not lived up to this ideal at all times. We do not 
k ~ o w ;  only history will tell. But cn the eve of a new century in their lives in 
this country. South African Indians reaffirm their faith in this philosophy and 
stretch out a hand of love and friendship to their fellow countrymen-Africans, 
Europaans and  Coloureds. 



MESSAGE 
FROM 

.DMINISTRATOR 
O F  NATAL 

It gives m e  pleasure to respond to your invilation to send you a message 
in connection with the Commemoration, during the period 11th to 20th 
November, 1960, of the Hundredth Anniversary of the arrival of Indians in 
Natal. The Commemoration of a centenary in the life of a n y  Community is 
a lways a significant milestone in its history. O n  the scale of cosnlic evolution, 
a century is a s  nothing, hut by the measure of human life it constitutes a n  
impressive span of hisiory. This event, in Natal particularly, is of great 
importance to the whole ccmmunity. The Indian here and  elsewhere in South 
Africa has  made  outstanding progrezs in most fields of human endeavour, 
largely achieved through hard work and  self-help. I t  is noteworthy that in 
edl.~cution ha h a s  made unbelie-iable prcqress and  his guiding principle ha s  
a'wcrys beon tl!e spirit cf self-help. This is the phase of his life that has  
impressed me more than a n y  other since I became Administrator of Natal, 
lixzept porhnps his e:cumplc a; a meliculous law abiding member of the 
community. 

I send you my congratu!ntions cri the occasion of the ccmmemcraiion of 
the Centenary. 

A. E. TROLLIP, 
Administratcr. 

PIETERMARITZBURG, 
21st October, 1960. 





We are all conscious of the contribution made to our multi-racial society 
by the Indian community. Following upon the first labour force which arrived 
in this country came India's craftsmen and merchants, and the latter group, 
through their natural trading propensities were quick to establish business 
and trading centres throughout the length and breadth of the Colony of Natal. 
Descendants of the early Indian settlers are today established not only in 
Natal but beyond its borders, in the Transvaal where their skill and adaptability 
in commerce and industry is fully recognised and accepted as an  asset to the 
economy of the areas in which they a r e  located. 

Indian educationists have contributed much by way of providing facilities 
for the uplift of the Indian community and today many private Indian Schools 
and institutions are established throughout Natal. The system of self-help 
employed by the Indians has proved of inestimable value to all sections of 
the lndian community. The spirit of sport is inherent in the lndian and in this 
field he  has  amply demonstrated his prowess. 

One must also recognise the attitude of the Indian community a s  being 
law abiding and industrious, which qualities have contributed in no small 
measure to the progress and prosperity of this country. 

In these somewhat difficult and uncertain times one tends to speculate a s  
io what the future holds for us. One cannot be prophetic, but we can at least 
hope that in the years to come our various racial difficulties and problems 
will be amicably solved and that peace, happiness and prosperity will prevail 
in this, our most beautiful and much loved South Africa. 

C. B. DOWNES, 
Mayor. 



MESSAGE 
FROM 
CHIEF 

ALBERT J. LUTHULI 
Tile 1n.iiai1 conimunity in the Union is observing the centenary of the 

!rrival into this land of their forebears. This is a deserving and fitting honour 
and tribute to these sturdy immigrants from India. In the annals of our country 
they deserve a n  official place oi honour such a s  is accorded various white 
settler groups that came into our country, notably the 1652 Dutch Settlers, the 
1820 British Settlers and othel. Immigrant groups whose unstinted labours and 
devotion helped to develop South Africa. 

The memory of this event brings to mind with deep abhorrence the 
excesses of imperial and colonial rule, which brought to South Africa under 
the most oppressive and humiliating conditions these indentured Indians. Their 
descendants, a s  other non-whites, continued to be exploited by the minority 
white rule in control of our common land. This should make the present 
victims of this unmitigated oppression to vow in earnest never to relax their 
ireedom struggle effcrts until they are free. This centenary anniversary will 
t:ave failed in one important aspect if it does not help to promote and prompt 
this determination. 

The programme of activities planned for this historic occasion will remind 
us of the salient points of the life of these iinmigrants and their descendants 
ilp to our day. The Indians have made a distinctive and lasting contribution 
:o the life and progress of a land they have a right now to claim a s  their 
fatherland. They have made for themselves an uneraseable niche in the 
annals of the land. But white rule has not adequately and fairly rewarded 
them. As with other non-whites, African and Coloured people, what benefits 
have come to them have not come a s  a result of a direct and deliberate 
objective and effort of this minority white rule. They have come mainly 
through the self help efforts of Indians themselves assisted by the helping 
hand of a few friendy and sympathetic whites. 
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Faced, a s  h e  was,  with the various legislations threatening his natural 
desire to greater progress he had  to Dvercome these difficulties by  sheer 
perserverance and  labour to become a n  important part of the social a n d  
economic fabric of South Africa. In the field of education, in particular, the 
spirit of self help h a s  been his guiding principle as is evidenced by  the large 
number of schools that stand a s  a monument to this spirit. 

One  fact that comes to my mind a s  I write this message is, that since the 
advent of the Indian into this country the question of repatriation h a s  a lways 
been in the forefront of political propaganda during election time, and  at 
other times to placate anti-Indian elements in the country; but I find that it 

h a s  taken exactly one hundred years  for this elemeri ill the population to 
realise that repatriation is neither practicable nor po:;~ble and  that a more 
realistic w a y  should be found to treat the Indian a s  c permanent part of the 
South African population. 

It is my  fervent hope that in the years to come all sections of the com- 
munity, Africans, Coloureds, Europeans and  Indians will play their part in 
the building of a greater South Africa, free from prejudice and  racial intolerance. 
The building up  of South Africa a s  a great multi-racial country, with oppor- 
tunities for all in every walk of life is the answer to our problems a n d  our 
country may  yet emerge a s  one of the greatest non-racial denlocracies or. 
the African Continent. 

M. G. NAIDOO, 
Chairman, Indian Centenary Committee. 

Pietermaritzburq. 



MESSAGE 
FROM 

DR. G. M. NAICKER 

VII u ~ e  uccusiorl or m e  nurlureurri anniversary of the arrlval of our fore- 
bears to this country I send greetings to all our people in Pletermar~tzburg and 
elsewhere. 

The Indian centenary is strictly South African in character. A section of 
the people that make up the great South African community is observing a 
major landmark in iis history, or perhaps it would be more correct to say, a 
landmark in the history of South Africa, for who can deny that the advent 
of people of Indian origin to this country and their subsequent inteqratior, 
into the fabric of South African society is part of the history of South Africa 
itself. 

Occasions such a s  a centenary have been observed elsewhere in the world 
-and even in our country we have seen the commemoration of the British 

a n w l ,  the commemoration of the Great Trek, and so on. It is customary on 
such occasions for a people to recount the successes and failures of the past, 
but I do not wish to follow this tradition for the purposes of this brief message, 
!or i t  is with the future that 1 am more concerned. 

Our centenary year is also a year of destiny for millions of people 
throughout our continent. Africa is racing into the freedom orbit and the world 
is fast changing before our eyes. The massive changes that have taken 
place in Africa during 1960 mark out this year as Africa's year. We  have to 
understand and appreciate these changes so that we might keep in tune 
with the new Africa and the changinq world. 





MESSAGE 
FROM 

DR. EDGAR BROOKES 
We commemorate at this time the arrival in Natal, a hundred years ago, 

of the first Indian immigrants:' They came as very welcome workers, whose 
presence had  been  earnestly desired and worked for. As the years passed 
gratitude was forgotten and replaced by fear and  prejudice. Those who had  
been so specially invited-or their descendants--became a "menace", at 

best a "problem". The ugly demon of race prejudice came in to spoil the 
chance 04 happy and  natural friendship. 

But in spite of all this the descendants of those early immigrants of 1860 
and of those who came in various ways later, can look back upon a century 
of good work and  real achievement. In particular, they can look back upon 
a n  almost unparalleled educational progress. In the history of the hundred 
years they can see revealed men of public spirit and  a generous spirit of 
service. With pride they can say  that, matured out their very difficulties and  
disappointments, there emerged the great figure of the founder of modern 
India, Mahatma Gandhi. They can say, too, with truth, that as a community 
they have not repaid hate with hate nor injustice with bitterness. They 
have deserved of Natal and of South Africa better than they have received. 

In this Province of Natal the men of three Continents-Africa, Asia and  
Europe-have met in intimate associa'ion. Our prayer must be that this 
coniunction may yet be blessed to build in the Scuth Africa of the future a 
warm and real humanity, where problems become oppcrtunities, difficulties 
builders of character and differences part of a pattern of rich and beau:iiul 
diversity in unity. 



MESSAGE 
FROM 

MR. W. J. GREEVES 
In a multi-racial country, like ours, w e  have  our differences, a s  a matter 

of course, but behind all  these lies a common horizon of humanity, "which 
makes the whole world kin". Because of this, w e  can  express our unstinted 
praise for the great achievements of others. 

The attainment b y  the Indian community of a century of domicile in South 
Africa is indeed a worthy distinction, a n d  the hearty congratulations of those 
members of m y  community, who share  m y  views, g o  to them for having 
reached this stage in their development. 

That they have  made  great contributions to the progress of the country, 
is attested to b y  the mere fact that they can  celebrate a centenary in. South 
Africa. 

For the future, w e  wish them all the success that their past record h a s  
assured them-and mere, if this were possible. Their spirit of enterprise a n d  
versatility make  them a valuable component of the racial make-up of our 
country, and ,  I venlure to s a y  to them at this stage-- 

"But westward look, the land is bright!" 

My only regrets on this auspicious occasion a r e  that I cannot impart 
this message in a more rnwresentative tone. 

W. J. GREEVES, 
Pietermaritzburg, 



LIFE O F  
MAHATMA GANDHI 

SOUTH AFRICA 
By BRIDGLAL PATCHAI, M.A. 

Mohandas Karamchand tiandhi was born 
of mislocratic parents-his father being Prime 
Minister of Porbandar, in the province of 
Kathiawad in India, on 2nd October, 1869. 
After completing his studies in England, where 
h e  qualified a s  a barrister-at-law, Mohandas 
returned to India when only 22 years old and 
set up his legal practice on 20th May,  ,1892. 

Almost exactly a year later, Gandhi's 
services were secured by  Abdul Karim Jhaveri, 
a partner in the firm of Dada Abdulla and  
Company, who traded in Durban, in the matter 
of a lawsuit involving £40,000, against a rival 
firm in Pretoria, trading under the designation 
of Taib Haji Khanmamad. To settle this legal 
dispute, young Gandhi had  to come to South 
Africa. He arrived in Durban in May, 1893, 
and  a few days  after his arrival h e  was  on his 
w a y  to Pretoria. 

' I l l is v?ry si:np!e and  i?nccuous under- 
t ~ k l n ~  to t r a ~ e l  to Fretcria turned cut to be the 
turning point in the life of this sensitive youncj 
man, vrhich in turn w a s  destined to influence 
the path of Sou:h African and  Indian history 
when this same man tock over the reins cf 
:eadership both in South Africa a n d  later in 
India. 

Travelling in n first c!ass compartment 
:rc:~i Durban, fcr which h s  had  a first-class 
tickst, Gandhiii w a s  ejected from this compart- 
ment in Pie:ermaritzburg because a White 
passenger objected to his presence there. He 
spsnt tha bitterly cold night in the waiting rcom 
contemplating the most extraordinary situation 
in which he  had  found himself only seven or 
eight days  since his arrival in Natal. What 
did Gandhiii himself s ay  of this situation and  
31 the agitation that bestirred his mind? Thest; 
a re  his owri words:--- 



"I began to think of my duty. Should I 
fight for my  rights or go back to India, or 
should I go on to Pretoria without minding 
the insults, and return to India after finishing 
the case?  It would be cowardice to turn 
back to India without fulfilling my obligation. 
The hardship to which I was subjected was 
superficial-only a symptom of the deep 
disease of colour prejudice. I should try, if 
possible, to root out the disease and suffer 
hardships in the process. Redress for wrongs 
I should seek only to the extent that would 
be necessary for the removal of the colour 
prejudice." 

This resolution he had taken was the result of 
his experience and is significant when con- 
sidered in the light of later developments. There 
is one other aspect of this experience that 
Gandhi could not have missed: the fact that 
European passengers accepted him a s  a fellow 
traveller in the coach from Pardekop to 
Standerton and that from Standerton to Pretoria 
a European passenger insisted that Gandhi be 
allowed to travel first class with him when the 
conductor was about to repeat the pattern of 
Pietermaritzburg. 

In the shadows of latter-day history these 
experiences appear insignificant. Who but 
the man himself can say how much or how 
little, this episode affected him, especially when 
regard is had to the fullness, to the variety and 
to the immense activity of his later life? Many 
years later, Dr. John R. Mott, a Christian 
Missionary in India, asked Gandhi, "What 
have been the most creative experiences in 
your life?" In reply, Gandhi told the story of 
the night at the Pietermaritzburg Station. 

When in Pretoria Gandhiji summoned a 
meeting of Indians. Addressing them in what 
he admits to have been his first public speech, 
he exhorted the Indians to conduct their 
businesses with due observance of truth, to 
remove the distinctions that created class and 
religious barriers among them, to adopt more 
sanitary habits and to learn English. At this 
meeting Gandhi .reminded the Indians of the 
disabilities they suffered and advised them to 
form an association. to protect their interests. 
In. the pursuance of all these matters, he offered 
his services to t h e  Indians of the Transvnnl. 

The Transvaai Indians took Gandhi's 
advicc to heart and worked in the suggeated 
direction. When he left the Transvaal aiter 
nearly a year's stay there, the Indians had 
benefitted irom the experience of having 
regular meetings. Gandhi had himself at this 
time made a deep study of the social, economic 
and political condition of the Indians in the 
Transvaal and the Orange Free State. It was 
this year's stay, too, that had initiated Gancjhi 
into public work. What is more, it was in the 
Transvaal that the religious spirit within him 
became a living force. And it  was here that 
he acquired a true knowledge of legal practice. 

Though it  was to N-rtal that young Gandhi 
had come in 1893, it Tias his journey to the 
Transvaal and his expe1,iences there that were 
responsible for his new attitudes io legal, 
political and religious questions. When he 
returned to Natal--his legal mission over-he 
was confronted with a new development which 
not only delayed his departure home but was 
responsible for his remaining in South Africa 
for two decades more, except for two short 
periods of temporary absence in India: 

In Natal momentous political developments 
were taking place. The Indian population was 
rapidly gaining on that of the European. In 
the year Gandhi first came to South Africa, i.e. 
1893, the European population in Natal was 
45,000 and the Indian population was 46.000, 
of whom some 5,500'belonged to the Moham- 
medan community of traders. The African 
populatiin was 470,000. What Natal feared at 
this time was not just a large Indian population. 
I t  feared a large free Indian population. The 
Indian population was made up of three 
distinct classes: the first was the class of inden- 
tured Indian labourers who had come at the 
invitation of the Natal Government in terms of 
Law 14/1859. The second class were the ex- 
indentured labourers who became free at the 
end of their period of indentures and either 
worked a s  free labourers or branched off in 
independent occupations such a s  gardening or 
small-scale trading or hawking. Natal objected 
to the presence of this class because they were 
remaining behind a s  settlers. As Harry 
Escombe, Attorney-General of Natal, said on 
this point:-- 





When Gandhi returned from the Transvaal 
to Natal in 1894 it was  for the purpose of 
returning to India, his work done. There was 
the usual farewell party, but with a great 
difference: i t  turned out to be a welcome to 
Gandhiji to remain in Natal to help the local 
Indians face the latest threat to their status in 
Natal. The newlv-created Natal Res~onsible 
Governmen1 had lnlroduced a measure lo 
disfrxnchlse  he Indians. The slgnlf~cance of 
this measure was  explained to those present 
ut the party by  Gandhi. They prevailed on 
him to postpone his departure to India and  to 
help them orqanise their protest against the 
disfranchising measure. Gandhiji stayed on. 
There seemed no other way out for him. In 
his own words he  says of this situation a s  
follows:-- 

"Thus God laid the foundations of my 
life in South Africa and sowed the seed of 
the fight for national self-respect." 

Gandhi orqanised those present at the 
meeting into a committee of protest, sent a 
telegram to the Natal Government requesting 
that the Disfranchising Bill be delayed. He 
sent a memo bearing 400 signatures to the 
Natal Government and another bearing about 
10,000 signatures to Lord Ripon, Secretory of 
State for the Colonies. These 10,000 signatures 
were obiained in the course of a fortnight. This 
number represented almost one-quarter of the 
entire Indian population in Natal at this time. 
To hove succeeded in this it meant that the 
hitherto untried organisational ability of the 
Indian had been geared to a high level of 
efficiency. For this the Natal Indian was  
indebted to the hard work and to the inspiraticn 
of Gandhi himself. In spite of the petitions, 
Natal went on with its measure and passed it 
into law a s  Act 25/1894. But the petition of 
protest submitted by  Gandhi to the British 
Government had better results. The British 
Government disallowed the measure. In doing 
so, it sent a dispatch to the Natal Government, 
from whic hthe following excerpt is taken:. 

"We ask you to bear in mind the 
tradition of the Empire, which makes no 
distinction in favour of or against race or 
colour, and to exclude, by reason of their 

colour or by reason of their race, all Her 
Majesty's Indian subjects should be most 
painful, I am quite certain, to Her Majesty 
to have to sanction it . . . ." 

The Committee of Protest set up by Gandhi to 
oppose the Disfranchising measure received a 
powerful stimulus when the measure was 
disallowed by  the British Government. The 
temporary committee under Abdulla Haji Adam 
was transformed into the Natal Indian Con- 
gress, which was  inaugurated on 22nd May, 
1894, almost exactly a year since Gandhi had 
come out to South A-frica. The first Hon. 
Secretary of the Natcr: Indian Congress was 
Gandhi himself. 

This was an  important development in the 
political life of Indians in South Africa. I t  led 
to the realisation of the efficacy of orqanised 
protests and opposition and it was the fore- 
runner to similar organisations in the Trans- 
vaal and in the Cape Colony. But during its 
infancy ~t needed the assistance and the guid- 
ing hand of Gandhi himself and consequently 
he  was prevailed upon to settle in Natal once 

MRS. S H E I K  M E H T A B  
Womcn leader who suffered imprisonment 

during the 1913 Struggle. 



the community had guaranteed him legal ole3 iheir own representative institutions, their 
work. This done, he was admitted to the bar ds3zendants in Natal were excluded from the 
in Natal in 1894 though his applicaticn was Voters' Roll. This measure became law in the 

i3r::l CI Act 8/1896. oppcsed by the Law Society. 

~~. 
ihe year 1894 saw a new and dcilgerous 

development for the tree Indian pcpuiailcn of 
Natal. In that year a deputaticn iroril (he Naiai 
Government was in India to arrange with the 
indicrli Government for the indentures of !he 
labourers in Natal to expire in India, thereby 
ensuring that the Indian indeniured labourers 
would not remain in Natal after serving their 
indentures. Failing to arrive at this arrange- 
men:, the Natal Government threatened to 
impose a residential tax of £25 on those Indians 
who chose to remain in Natal after completing 
their indentures. Gandhi organised a strenuous 
campaign against this tax. Though it  is likely 
that the Indian Government would, ir any case, 
have opposed this tax, the agitation against it 
by the Natal Indian Congress helped to keep 
the £25 tax out. Finally, the residential tax was 
fixed at £3 by Act 17/1895. The subsequent 
history of this tax in the life and work of 
Gandhi in South Africa is traced elsewhere in 
:his article. For the present, Gandhi realised 
that there was need for dgitation to seek its 
repsal. He could promote this agitation by 
arousing and educating public opinicn in 
India. He had now been in South Africa for 
three years. His wife and children had been 
left behind in India. He desired leave from the 
Iildians in Natal for six months in 1896 to fetch 
his family to Natal and to educate public 
Winicn in India on the position of Indians in 
South Africa. He left for India about thc 
middle of 1896. 

In India Gandhi met sweral pecple during 
the course of ;he inany meetings he addresse:i 
there; of these Lckamanya Tilak and Gopal 
Krishna Golchale stand out for the impressicn 
they made on him and for the ways in which 
th?y inspired and influenced him in regard io 
th-n public duties ahead of him in South Africa. 
At this time Natal had started another move to 
disfranchise those persons who, not being 
Europeans, were male descendants of people 
who did not have the franchise to establish 
their own parliamentary institutions. As Indians 
did not have :he right in India at this time tc 

Gcrildhi wroie a pamphlet entitled The 
Indian Franchise--an Appeal. in which he 
 raced the franchise question in Natal. The 
Gteen Pamphlet. a s  it was called, was sold in 
thousands in India. Gandhi's activities and 
speeches in India did not pass unnoticed in 
Natal where Press reproductions of exaggerated 
versions fomented an agitation against him and 
against- all "Free Passenger" Indians. 

I t  was in such a political climate that 
Gandhiji returned to Natal in December, 1896, 
this time accompanied by his wife, his two sons, 
and a nephew, by the steamship the "Cour- 
land" which had been recently bought by Dada 
Abdulla-the man who had been responsiblc 
for bringing out Gandhi to South Africa in 
1833. Dada Abdulla was also the agent for 
the "Naderi". These two ships arrived in Natal 
on the 18th December. 1896, with a combined 
contingent of 61 1 free passenger Indians. The 
ships were in quarantine till the 1 lth Ianuary, 
1897, because they had come from a plague- 
infected port. The real object of the quaran- 
tine, according to Gandhi, was to coerce the 
passengers into returning to India. White 
Natal was strenuously agitating to prevent the 
landing of these passengers. What happened 
at this time is best described in the words of a 
telegram from the Government of Natal to the 
Government of India:- 

. . . "large and unanimous European 
demonstrations had been organised to pre- 
vent landing. Owners hesitated to bring 
the steamers into harbour, but they were 
eventually brought in on January 13th. About 
noon, about 5,000 people had gathered at 
the landing place to protest against the land- 
ing of the Indians." 

Gandhi was the real target of this agitation. 
There were two charges made by Europeans in 
Natal against him: that whilst in India he had 
indulged in the unmerited condemnation of the 
Natal Whites; and that with a view to swamp- 
ing Natal with Indians he had specially 
brought the two shiploads of passengers to 
::>it!e here. 



The passengers finally landed but not 
before Gandhi was himself seriously assaulted 
b y  some of the European demonstrators. 
Though this incident is described quite graphic- 
ally by  Gandhi himself in his "Autobiography", 
what he thought about it all is best exemplified 
by his refusal to prosecute his assailants. He 
was sure that when the truth was  known his 
misguided assailants would know that he had 
neither villified the Whites of Natal nor organ- 
ised the immigration of the passengers who 
came by  the "Courland" and the "Naderi". 

The result of this agitation was that the 
Natal Government passed the Immigration 
Restriction Act 1/1897 which prescribed a test 
for immigrants in a European language. 

Gandhi now set up offices at the corner of 
West and  Field Streets and laier in Mercury 
Lane. He had come this time to settle per- 
manently in Natal. Gandhiji's next important 
contribution was at the time of the outbreak 
of the Second Anglo-Boer War in 1899. Though 
his personal sympathies were with the Boers 
it was  his loyalty to British rule that impelled 
him to participate in the war on the side of the 
British, though as non-combatant. 

The upshot was the formation of the Indian 
Ambulance Corps, with eleven hundred Indians 
a s  members, made up from three divisions of 
Indians in Natal: free, ex-indentured and inden- 
ture dlndians. The Ambulance Corps played 
a n  important part in the war, transporting the 
wounded to the base hospitals. This service 
often involved carrying the wounded distances 
ranging between seven and twenty-five miles. 
That this service was appreciated in official 
quarters is shown by the fact that the work 
was mentioned by General Buller in his 
dispatches and  that war medals were conferred 
on the 37 leaders of the Indian Ambulance 
Corps, of whom Gandhiji was one. 

Having now been in South. Africa for 
almost eight years, during which time he had 
imbibed the lesson of service instead of self- 
interest, Gandhiji felt the urge to return to 
India to take up public work there. He had 
trained the local Indians to organise themselves 
and had  pointed the way  to public service and  

activity. There was a further consideration 
that made Gandhi take this decision at this 
time : a few local Indians had returned from 
England a s  trained barristers. He felt that they 
could now take his place and that he  could be 
spared for the greater call that awaited him 
in India. 

He was spared, though most reluctantly, 
the condition of his release from service in this 
country being that should at any  time his 
presence and assistance be required in South 
Africa, he would return. 

Gandhiji returned :, India at the end of 
1901, and  set up offi:e in Bombay around 
March, 1902. He waz in Bombay for hardly 
three or four months when he recevied a n  
urgent cablegram from South Africa stating that 
he was required here. Towards the end of 
1902 he was once again on his way to South 
Africa; the man with a mission had not yet 
completed his work. 

The urgent matter that had led to Gandhi's 
return was the visit to South Africa of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain, in 1902. With the Anglo-Boer 
War over, Chamberlain was  anxious to see the 
devastated colonies for himself and  to arrange 
for a gift of £35 million to reconstruct and 
rehabilitate the devastated coionies. The end 
of the war foreshadowed no improvements for 
the Indians, though they had  made their humble 
contribution a s  stretcher-bearers in the Indian 
Ambulance Corps and  in various other ways 
in the employ of the British-the one example 
being the heroism of Parbhusingh in Ladysmith. 

Indians in Natal and in the Transvaal 
desired to !ake advantage of the presence of 
this high-ranking British official to present to 
him a list of their many grievances. In Durban 
Gandhi led a deputation of Indians to see Mr. 
Chamberlain. The reply the Indians got from 
Mr. Chamberlain was not encouraging: Mr. 
Chamberlain told them: ". . . the Imperial 
Government has  little control over self-govern- 
ing Colonies. Your grievances seem to be 
genuine. I shall do what I can, but you must 
try your best to placate the European, if you 
wish to live in their midst." 
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In every city, in every town, and  in every 
litt!e district, you would f ~ n d  charitable a n d  
welfare organisations doing their best to 
eradicate the social disabilities which a r e  the 
unhappy lot of the Indian resulting from unfair 
and  discriminatory treatment. Numericaliy, the 
Indian community is the smallest group in this 
country, but ironically enough, it has  to be  
served b y  the largest number of voluntary 
organisations, all set up  by  it, to promote its 
progress in some way  or another. Non-one can, 
therefore, say  that the spirit of self-help is 
lacking in us. 

The many organisations in existence today 
bear  testimony to this spirit of self-help which 
is second nature to the Indian. This same spirit 
of self sacrifice w a s  responsible for bringing 
into being one of the finest assets of the public 
life of the Indian community of Pietermaritz- 
burg, 1 refer to the Aryan Benevolent Home. I 
would like to refer very briefly to some of the 
other aspects of welfare work being done in 
Pietermaritzburg before I resume discuss' ?on on 
the Aryan Benevolent Society. 

I t  is not possible within the confines of a 
short article to deal adequately with the large 
number of charitable, educational a n d  religious 
organisations, all doing such valuable work 
for the community's advancement. I must b e  
excused, therefore, if I make merely passing 
reference to some of the older public institu- 
tions, which have been in existence for the past 
two decades or so. 

In the field of Social Welfare, the names of 
two institutions come readily to mind. They 
a r e  the "Pietermaritzburg Indian Child Welfare 
Society" a n d  the "Friends of the Sick Associa- 
tion". The complexities of present-day life and  
its attendant abnormalities present a constant 
source of concern arid anxiety to Social workers. 
The children in need of care, unhappy home 
conditions, poor economic circumstances which 
deny  even the barest essentials of life to many, 
and  the combating of disease, all contribute 
problems to society. These two institutions 
have  earned the gratitude of the entire corn- 
munity for their persistent efforts in trying to 
eradicate these social problems. 

Then there a re  the other organisations. 
such a s  the Vedha Dharma Sabha,  The Hindu 
Young Men's Association. The Gujerati Vedic 
Society, the different Muslim Societies and  the 
various Arya Samajes, whose efforts in their 
particular fields, have all redounded to the 
community's credit. Many of these institutions, 
including the Christian Missions, have  been 

responsible for bringing into being many 
primary schools, which now benefit the entire 
Indian community. 

Another milestone in the educational 
advancement of the community ha s  been the 
founding of the Maritzburg Indian Technical 
Intsitute which will soon b e  housed in a modern 
building of its own and  known a s  the M. L. 
Sultan Technical College. Mention must also 
be  made of the Indian Women's Association 
which h a s  done useful worlc in the sphere of 
women's activities. 

Among those institutions that have  been 
inspired with the spirit of s2rvice to all races, is 
the Pietermari:zburg Deepavali Cheer Society 
which, for the past 22 y e a x ,  ha s  been proviciincj 
comforts in some form or another to every 
section of our population-Indian, Coloured, 
African a n d  European. 
Aryan Benevolent Society: 

In Pietermaritz Street, amidst pleasant sur- 
roundings, stands the Aryan Benevolent Home. 
a fitting monument to the foresight and  
initiative shown by  a courageous band of 
people, who in the year 1914, felt the need for 
the establishment of a n  Old Peopies' Home. 
They were spurred to this act by :he disparag- 
ing remarks of a magistrate, about the absence 
of a Homo to house aged  people, who, due  to 
poverty, went begging in the streets. They 
founded this institution in :he face cf nunierous 
difficulties, but little did ihey realise that they 
were leaving to posterity a rich heritage indeed. 
The names of the founders merit mention 
here. Thoy were tho Late Messrs. R. Manicum, 
R. M. M?oraas, M. S. VJilliarris. R. G. Moodley 
and  S. Narasoo. 

When the Home w a s  flrst established it 
was  found to be a dire necessity and  this neces- 
sity is being increasinqly felt toduy. The 
pattern of Indian social life is undergoing rapid 
changes. The jcint family system is breaking 
up a n d  the tendency is towards married children 
of the family living a s  separate units. 

The old parents usualiy become dependant 
upon one of the married sons or daughters. In 
many instances, it is difficult for the young 
people to care  for aged  parents. The  deal 
place for the old folk, particularly if they a re  
ailins or invalid a n d  who do not wish to burden 
the lives of their children, who, through circum- 
stances a re  not really in a position to look after 
thern, is a Home in a pleasant environment, 
where they may get the necessary attention and  
enjoy well-earned rest in the evening of t h e t  
lives. 



The most pressing needs of the aged, are 
economic security, medical and nursing care. 
recreational facilities, opportunities for psycho- 
logical expressions and special housing and 
living conditions. In all the 46 years of its 
existence, the Aryan Benevolent Society has 
been successfully maintaining a Home for the 
Aged, infirm, indigent and disabled Indians, 
irrespective of class, creed or language differ- 
ences. While the name of the Society may 
have a sectional twang about i t ,  this Society, 
in all its work, never allows the bane of religious 
differentiation to enter into the scope of its 
l~umanitarian efforts. 

The Socieky thrives on the goodwill of the 
community. Evidence of this goodwill is to be 
seen in the large amount of donations, both in 
kind and in cash, received from the general 
public. An amount of £3,000 is required 
annually to maintain the Home. Of this amount, 
a sum of about £1,200 is received by way of 
donations in kind. Apart from a grant 
the Social Welfare Department, the City Council 
of Pietermarltzburg and a n  annual contribution 
from the N.U.C. Rag Committee, the balance 
comes in the form of donations from well- 
wsihers. Sometimes the Society receives 
bequests from the estates of deceased persons. 
One such bequest was from the Estate of the 
Late Peter Gangaloo and amounting to more 

£3,000, with a provision that this sum should 
be utilised for the purpose of building a 
Children's Home. Plans for the building of a n  
Orphanage a re  in the process of finalisatoin. 

Every care is taken to see that the 30 aqed 
people who are  inmates at the Home presently 
are  made comfortable. No reasonable expense 
is spared to attend to their welfare. Elderly 
people in homes have certain characteristics 
that have developed in the process of 
senescence. They are, however, still individuals 
with a claim to recognition of their personal 
dignity and an  instituiton should respect that 
dignity and guard against undue interference 
with personal freedom. Tt.ose who can retain 
their self respect in old age  are  happy. The 
aqed should be regarded essentially as 
individuals and not primarily as a group. They 
differ in outlook on life, experience, intelligence, 
physical powers and capacity to adapt them- 
selves to changed circumstances of life. An 
institution which dces not bear these indivdual 
differences in mind, may provide the aged with 
food and shelter, but not with happiness and 
contentment. 

Such is the task tnat the Aryan Benevolent 
Society has  dedicated itself to. Hitherto, its 
dforts have been attended with success. God 

grant that the necessary support w~l l  st111 be 
for:hcoming. 

The building of the Orphanage will be 
y2t another milestone in the history of the Indian 
community of Pietermaritzburg. The Orphanage 
will fill a long felt need of the community and 
deserves the support of every right-thinking 
person. A community's advancement moves 
in diverse directions and the humanitarian 
a;pect of its communal life is not the least 
i~iportunt. To house, to feed, to clothe the 
orphans are  charges on the community and 
the claim to aid becomes personal lo the 
individual when he begins to visualise that due 
IJ any of the inevitable vagaries of fate his 
dependants may be deprived of his own pro- 
tection. It then becomes, not only a duty, but 
a privilege to support such a worthy cause. 

As we look back over the last hundred 
yccrrs, we are  filled with a deep sense of satis- 
faztion over the part we have played in helping 
w~th  this country's prosperity. Even though we  
a r e  discriminated against, even though we  are  
still denied the elementary requirements of 
citizenship, we can honestly s a y  that our ccntri- 
bution has added, immeasurably, to tl~t:,  per^ 

rngnent enrichment of South Africa. 

In the sphere of youth activities, such 
organisations a s  the Indian Boy Scou:s and 
lndian Girl Guides Associations have played 
a noteworthy part, particularly in training the 
ysuth for responsible citizenship. The Boy 
Scouts Association has added yet another mile- 
stone in its chequered history by forming a 
Scouts' Bugle Band, which, today is the pride 
of Pietermaritzburq. With a view to establish- 
ing p Scouts' Training Camp, with all the neces- 
sary facllities, the Boy Scouts Associaticn 
recently successfully negotiated with the Ciiy 
Council for a site. When this project is coni- 
pleted, the Scout Movement in the Province will 
possess its finest asser. 

Reference to youth activities brings to mind 
another highly commendable feature of the 
public life of Pietermaritzburg. About 21 years 
ago, the Maritzburg Indian Technical Students' 
Society was formed with a view to promoting 
cultural activities. 

The organising of public lectures, inter- 
debates, quiz competitions form a part of this 
Society's activities. Another praiseworthy 
effort on the part of this Society is its contribu- 
tion towards the educational advancement of 
the community, the annual award of a large 
number of bursaries to poor and needy 
students, being one of its regular features. 
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come were the wives who came with their 
husbands and children, widows and daughters- 
in-law - women who found the social con- 
ditions of servility unbearable and thus sought 
escape. There were also the women who were 
kidnapped or lured or tricked into joining the 
ships by unscrupulous agents. 

Generall, however ,the wornen who came 
tion which is best described by the term "from 
tion which is bst described by the term "from 
the frying pan into the fire". If they did not 
work on the fields, and were the wives of the 
labourers, they sometimes found that they and 
their children starved, for their employers 
refused to give them rations, and pay of their 
husbands-2/6 per week---was too niggardly 
to buy the family clothing and  food. They 
suffered with their men folk when the latter 
were flogged and beaten and fined a n  amount 
of money equalling as much a s  two months' 
pay, for fairly small acts of insubordination. 
such a s  coming late to work. Neither their 
husbands nor their children belonged to them. 
When working in the fields, a s  often they did, 
it was not uncommon for them to be whipped 
by the overseers because they dared to tarry 
in between work or gossip with their co-workers. 
At times they would be ill and quite incapable 
of work, yet they would be pushed into the 
fields or fined, in some cases a I/- ,  for "truant- 
ing", a s  the day's  work was interrupted. 

Sometimes complaints came to light in the 
Press and some brutal cases came to be pub- 
licised. There was the case of the women 
working on the collieries in Northern Natal 
who, in 1906, complained to the Magistrate that 
they were made to work when in advanced 
stages of pregnancy and made to strip when 
they complained that they were "unwell". 
When the employers were convinced that the 
women were really unwell and by the time a 
doctor was  called and they were transferred 
to a hospital, it was often too late. 

There was the case of Jumnee, who had to 
give birth to her baby in a wood because her 
employers worked her harshly right to the end 
of her pregnancy and  the "Protector of Indian 
Immigrants" refused to "Protect" her when she 
complained. 

Then there was the pathetic case of the 
little girl who was found dying with anaemia 
on the roadway by a group of Indians. She 
had only that day  landed in Natal and had 
been sent off in a train some 50 miles inland, 
and told to walk some three miles uphill to her 
work. 

Nobody had bothered to check her con- 
dition or health. These conditions of labour 
imposed tremendous hardships on these early 
Indians, producing a suicide rate among them. 
which was fourteen times higher than that of 
the whole of India during the period 1903 to 
1907. 

Indian women in Sc.lih Africa, however, 
do  not owe their origin in tihs country to 
indenture alone. There were wornen who came 
a s  wives cf Indians--predomii;antly Gujerati- 
of the passenger class. Kasturbai Gandhi was. 
of course, one of them, who in 1897 landed in 
Durban, rather uncomfortably, because of the 
foreign Parsi clothes her husband, then a 
snobbish young Barrister-at-Law, imposed on 
her, considering them more "civilised for the 
new country. Incidentally, Mrs. Gandhi's first 
sea voyage had proved harrasing, with 
troublesorne children; the ship placed in 
quarantine for days before landing; and the 
problematic husband, hcunde4 and beaten by 
White hooligans. 

W O I I I ~ ; ~  ccn:inuad to e n k r  S ~ u t h  Africa a s  
wives of men domiciled in South Africa until 
1952, when a new law was passed, ending all 
immigration of Indians into the country. 

While the early indentured women worked 

a s  hard a s  the indentured men in developing 
the country's agricultural resources and enrich- 
ing the country, the women of the passenger 
group were equal pioneers with their men folk 
in developing commerce and trade in South 
Africa. They joined their men folk in the shops 
set up in the rural areas, or maintained busin- 
esses themselves while their men folk did a 
type of commercial travelling or hawking, a s  
it was then termed. The women saved and 
stinted, worked hard, employed no assistants 
and tried, if they could, to build a little capital 
of security on which their children and their 
children's children could progress. 
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Before the groups of women went into 
uction, Gandhi spoke to them and in his own 
words he says: "I warned them that they might 
be given hard work in jail, made to wash 
clothes and even subjected to insults by the 
warders. But these sisters were all brave and 
feared none of these things. One'of them was 
pregnant while six of them had young babies 
in arms." There were thirteen women from 
the Transvaal, two of them Muslim, the rest 
Tamil, led by Mrs. Thambi Naidoo and thirteen 
from Natal, mostly Gujerati Hindu, led by Mrs. 
Gandhi herself. 

While the Natal group was arrested for 
crossing the Transvaal Border and imprisoned 
for three months for breaking a n  anti-Asiatic 
law, the police at first demurred with respect 
to the Transvaal women who utilised the 
opportunity, a s  planned, to campaign fervently 
among the Newcastle miners. The result was 
the great march of 2,037 men, 127 women and 
57 children from Newcastle to Balfour. This 
march ended in mass arrests and imprison- 
ments, strikes nnd ultimate redress. 

Women leader who suffered imprisonment 
during the 1913 Struggle. She died on 

February, 22nd 1914, within a few 
days of her,'release from prison. 

Siqriiiicurl:ly lieruic, wus tlic cvrllributiorl of 
a young girl, Vallial~ima, who came out of jail 
with a fever and who died wi:hin a few days 
of her release on February 22nd, 1914. She 
epitomises the contributicn of South African 
Indian womenhood towards the cause of 
democracy. Gandhi said of her: "How can I 
forget her 7 Valliamma R. Munuswami Mudliar 
was a young girl of Jchannesburg, only 16 
years of age. She was ccnfined to bed when 
I saw her. As she was a tall girl, her 
emaciated body was a terrible thing to behold." 

,, , Vallimma, do you not regret of your 
having gone to jail 7". "I am even now ready 
having gone to jail?' 'I am even now ready 
to go to jail again if I am  arrested,' she said. 

,, , But what if it results in your death? '  I 
pursued. 

" '1 do not mind it. Who would not love to 
die for one's motherland?' was the reply." 

It was resolved to erect the "Valliamma 
Hall" in her memory. It is a great pity thnt 
nothing has been done in the matter yet. 
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life, lived by them; their development and  pro- 
gress a s  a community and  contribution they  
made to the building of the City of Pietermaritz- 
burg. In the first decade after 1860, there were 
more than 1,000 Indians of all groups-inden: 
tured, free and passenger-settled in the City. 

My mother, who was born in-Pietermaritz- 
burg of Immigrant parents, related to us inci- 
dents of the Zulu War of 1879. She told u s  of 
the movement of Imperial troops and of places 
where battles were fought. She recalled that 
there was a fear of invasion of Pietermaritzburg 
by the Zulu impis. Boer. Briton and Indians 
were placed in a laager on the present Market 
Squara for protection. There was no invasion 
cmzl tho pocple were sent home. 

Apart from the free Indians, who on the 
expiry of their term of indenture settled in the 
City there were Indians still under indenture 
employed in Pietermaritzburg and in the 
districts. A firm of wagon builders in Commer- 
cial Road employed a large number of inden- 
tured men in their workshops. The Natal .  
Government Railways were the largest, 
employers of Indian under indenture. These 
men were employed a s  porters, pointsmen; 
clerks and  labourers. There was a large 
se!tlement of Indians at the Railway Barracks, 
which housed Railway workers. 

A largs number of Indians was employed 
c:3 farm hunds, domestic servants and  waiters. 
Indian women were also employed a s  domestic 
servants. The Pietermaritzburq Corporation 
crnployed Indians a s  lamp lighters (streets were 
lit by paraffin lamps in those days), scavengers, 
and in the sanitary and refuse department. 
Some Indian farmers employed Indian 
labourers on their farms. 

As far a s  I could remember, Indian settle; 
!:lent in Pietermaritzburg was scattered. There' 
ware groups of Indians in areas like Penrich, 
Ecienciale, Thornybush, Sweetwaters, Hiltcn 
Road, Chase Valley and Table Mountain, ci 
farming district. Many Indians did "kitchen 
garden". Uhey s~.pplied fresh vcgetablcs to 
the Municipal Market or hawked ve'getables 
for sale to European house-wives. The 
Municipal market was maintained by constant 
supply of vegetables by Indian gardeners. 

Many Indians having been drawn from Indian 
peasantry, cultivation of land attracted them 
and this occupation yielded good returns. Apart 
from this, a large number of Indians worked 
as builders, bricklayers, painters, carpenters 
and  brick manufacturers. My ,father, a farmer, 
engaged himself in brick making, too. 

In the wake of the indentured Indians came 
Indian shop ,keepers, first irom Mauritius, and 
later from India. To commence business the 
Indian trader had to find suitable premises 
and  then pay  a fixed fee over .the counter to 
procure a trading licence. Traders established 
businesses in the upper portion of Church 
Street where one sees them even..today. They 
traded chiefly with the Indians employed by 
the Railways. Then Indian ' sh,ops were also 
established in Commercial Road, within a 
stone's throw from the City H d l ,  and  in Long- 
market Street near the present Municipal 
Market. There were. several shops in the 
lower 'portion of the City, where there was  a 
large settlement of Indians. Gradually these 
businesses expanded and attracted European 
and African clientelle. " .  

Pietermaritzburg, the Capital of Natal, was 
then in ' a  very much undeveloped state. Roads 
were rough and muddy and in  the absence of 
proper channelling and drainage, the City's 
refuse water was allowed to run in furrows on 
both sides of the streets into the Dorp Spruit. 
Looking at old pictures of. the City today, one is 
amazed at :he rapid progress that has  been 
made with good roads, welldesigned buildings, 
modern business establishmerits. In the olden 
days houses were built of stones, or unbaked 
bricks, but mainly they ,were' wood and irsn 

. .  , 

structures. 

The relationship between the Wll.ites and, 
for that matter, among all' racial groups, was 
cordial. ' Each group needed the ocher and  vrero 
interdepandant. Race prejudice was rnknown. 
It was to csmo long after. There was  koriering 
of maize, corn, hides, etc., for fcod, foctrvear, 
b2zJs, clothing, ct-., betwcen the African and 
the Indian shop keepars. Tolerance in busi- 
nzss, which was characteristic of Indian 
traders, attracted the African to their shops, 
where time was no consideration a s  long a s  
purchases were made. The African would 



spend a whole mornlng or a n  afterncon ill the 
s?!e:tion und purchase cf g;ods, all the tinis 
enjoy.ng the ticspitality cf the trader. 

'Tllere w x e  few restrictions on Indians. I-ie 
could buy landed property anywhere and l ~ v e  
and trade anywhere. There was  then no cry of 
"seqregation" or penetration of later days. 

Soms Indians celebrated the Muhurram 
F d i v a l ,  and brought out Tajias in a street 
prolession, which wound its way along Church 
Street to Government House, near the Railway 
Station. Here they let off fireworks, much to 
tho enjoyment cf the Governor of Natal, the 
White officials and crowds of White people. On 
festive occasions highly placed White cfficials 
~ i s e 3  to enjoy witnessing the religious proces- 
sion from the Sivn Soobramonier Temple in 
1-sngmcrrket Street. 

Indians possessed and exercised Parlia- 
rn~ntary franchise. My father voted along with 
other lndians at election time. This was before 
3993. the year in which Indians were dis- 
canfranchised. Indians also enjoyed Municipal 
vote and voted at City Elections, but this 
domestic franchise was  taken away from them 
i r l  1922 a s  a result of agitation by Whites. 

In my early days, teaching of English 
education to the first generation of Indian 
childron was not well organised and  was in a 
parlous state. The credit of opening primary 
school: here und elsewhere r c e s  to the mission- 
aries. I was first taught in a Mission school 
and the standard of education given was  pretty 
low. To have passed Standard 5 was  a n  
achievement in those days. The desire of 
parents to give their children the best of educa~  
tion then available was  no less striking then 
as now. In fact, that desire demonstrated the 
spirit of sacrifice parents were willing to make 
to equip their children with best English educa- 
tion. 

After my study at the Mission school, I 
was sent to the Boys' Model School in Loop 
Street. This school is still in existence. Indians 
were not denied admission to it, and there were 
quite a dozen boys who attended this school. 
studying along with European youths. Among 

lily co r l t e~np~~ar i e s  1x1 that school were Dr. 
Elgar Brookes and Mr. C. B. Downes, the 
present Mayor of the City. 

After leaving this school 1 took up further 
sludies in a n  Indian High School established 
by private enterprise under the hcadmastershiy 
of the Late Mr. Percy Kenneth Vaughari, who 
came from Darjeeling, India. The idea of 
Indian boys gaining admission to, and studying 
in White schools was  not relished by Europeans. 

A move was  made by the Natal Govern- 
ment in 1902 to provide a High School for 
lndians and the Higher Grade Government 
Iridian School came into existence. 11 is r~ow 
called the "Woodlands Indian High School". 

In the field of sport, young Indians took 
to soccer and cricket. The Late Mr. Dave 
Nourse, father of Mr. A. D. Nourse, was our 
cricket coach. Maritzburg has always pro- 
d.lced first-class lndian soccer and cricket 
p ayers. 

THE LATE Mr. DHANEE BRAMDHAW 

Mr. Dhanee Bramdhaw was the first Indian 
to take up work a s  a journalist with a daily 
newspaper. He joined the "Natal Witness" i r ~  
1926. He was Reuter's special correspondent 
nt several Indian Conferences and was officially 
delegated to report the Delegation. 

He was  lor some tinle the Acting Editor of 
Africopa News Agency. In 1941 Mr. Bramdhaw 
founded "The 1-eader", a weekly which today 
commands a wide circulation i r l  the cour~try. 





INDIAN 
EDUCATION 

IN THE 
NINETEENTH 

AND 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 

S. K. MAHAKAJ, K. A., M.Ed. 

INTRODUCTION 

When primary education for the children 
of a comunity is limited to Standard IV for a 
period of 30 years, it goes without saying that 
this situation evinces apathy on the part of 
the Authorities! Such was  the "chaotic" situa- 
tion of Indian primary education in Natal from 
1869 to 1899. The greater part of this period 
was characterised by almost absolute emphasis 
on little other than the three R's-Reading, 
Writing and Arithmetic-and not without justi- 
fication. Economcially the Indian was depen- 
dent on the European and,  a s  a means of 
fostering mutual understanding, the English 

language medium was indispensable. Socially, 
the Indian still clung tenaciously to the pattern 
of his forebears and there was  little demand for 
educaticn on a higher level for some time. 

The em~loye r s  were concerned, at first, 
with labour supply. Education was not their 
concern, quite unlike the position existing today 
--employers on large estates (sugar cane, 
wattle) establish State-aided schools for the 
children of Indian employees, as a n  important 
means of maintaining a constant labour supply. 
Neither did the Colony take the onus for scme 
time. 



DAY AND NIGHT SCHOOL ing. A report for 1884 gives a n  account of a n  

In 1869 the total Indian population was as 
follows: Males-3,825; females-1,472. Of this 
population, boys only attended Rev. Stott's 
school, there being 32 on the roll in 1869. The 
Reverend had to attend to the education of 
both, that of the young pupils and of the youths. 
and adults who were occupied during the day. 
Hence the need for keeping school in thg day  
as well a s  in the night. . The Reverend had a 
special motive for running the night schcol, 
namely, to train the future teachers for the 
Indian schools a s  they sprang up cn the cane 
plantations. 

ATTENDANCE 
The growth in the school populati, 

slow a s  the following figures reveal:-- 
Total Indian population: 
Year 1870 1871 1875 
Males 3438 3458 5189 
Females 1420 1612 3260 
TOTAL 4858 5070 8449 
Total School population: 
Boys 44 48 65 
Glrls 0 4 20 
TOTAL 44 52 85 
Total Indian population: 
Year 1877 1878 1879 

3n was 

1876 
6650 
3101 
975 1 

46 
0 

46 

1880 
Males 8338 11571 11530 10155 
Females 4485 5476 5469 5413 
TOTAL 12823 17047 16999 15568 
Total School population: 
Boys 57 48 121 174 
Girls 0 0 15 22 
TOTAL 57 48 136 196 

It will be noticed from the table that the 
number of girls attending school was  negligible. 
The reluctance of Indian parents to sarid their 
daughters to schwl  .has not altogether 
disappeared, and in those pioneer days in 
Indian education, the conservativism (for which 
parents were not to be entirely blame?) was 
somewhat rigid. 

The position of the Indian iamily of the 
Nineteenth Century (as of a number of families 
to this day) may be compared with that of the 
English family at the time of the Industrial 
Revolution in regard to economy. Every 
member of the family was regarded a s  a poten- 
tial earner from an  early age  and the choice 
ha3  to be made between schooling and earn- 

important reason for slow progress in educa- 
tion: ". . . one of the chief hindrances to p r e  
gress is the facility with which Indian children 
can earn a living. There is hardly a boy or 
girl of seven' years of age whose earnings do 
not contribute some trifle to their parents' stock, 
or for whom employment as domestic servants 
in European families might not be obtained if 
desired: Boys are  frequently kept m a y  from 
school by their parents for half and even whole 
days  in order that they may hawk fruit and 
vegetables, work in the gardens . . . ." In 1895 
the average regular daily attendance in Indian 
schools was 46%. 

THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS 

In no year was  it possible to scry wlth any  
certainty the number of schools it was hoped 
would be  kept open. A number of difficulties 
accounted for this. For instance, when a school 
was opened on a sugar plantation, there was  
no teacher available; again, the attendance at 
some schools fell to such a low flgure that it 

was inevitable that the school should close 
down; when the population shifted from one 
plantation or a rea  to another, i t  implied the 
closing down of the szhool in that area. 

For a considerable number of years the 
schools for Indian pupils were established and 
conducted by the various missions. Only later 
were the schools, in Eome cases, run by the 
sugar estates or by the Colony The following ' 
table gives some idea of the slow growth:- 

Number of 

Year Schools Location 

1868 1 Durban 
1869 2 Durban. . 
1870 2 Durban. 
1871 3 Durban (2): South Coast (1). 
1872 4 Durban (2); South Coast (1); 

North Coast (1). 
1873 4 a s  for 1872. 
1874 4 a s fo r1872 .  
1875 2 Durbnn. 
1876 2 Durban. 
1877 2 Durban. 
1878 2 Durban 
1879 3 Durban 
1880 8 Durban (41, No~th Ccast ( I ) ,  

South Ccast (1) .  Pleterrnalllc- 
burs (2) 





Indian pupils were allowed to enter for the 
Natal Primary School Certificate Examinatio~l 
in 1929. Strangely enough, it took at least 3U 
years before the education of Indian pupils 
was  raised beyond the Standard Four level, 
and it was about the same number of years 
before Indian pupils were permitted to writc 
the Standard Six Examination written by 
European pupils. That year the subjects offered 
were-English A or Dutch A; Mathematics; 
History; Geography; English B or Dutch B; 
Science; Woddwork for boys); Domestic Science 
(for girls); Hygiene and Temperance; Drawing. 

In 1929 pupils from the following schools 
entered: (1) Durban-Carlisle Street Indian 
School; (2) Durban-Depot Road Government 
Indian School; (3) Tongaat-Government-aided 
Indian Boys' School; (4) Tongaat-Fairbreeze 
Indian School; (5) Umhloti Indian School; (6) 
Pietermaritzburg-York Road Government 
Indian School. The following year additions 
were: Sastri College, Mitchell Crescent, Cato 
Manor, Umgeni, Sydenham Boysg, Sydenham 
Girls', Tinley Manor and Malvern-all in 
Durban and its environs; St. Xavier's, Melville, 
Mount Edgecombe, and Stanger-all along the 
North Coast; Port Shepstone, in the South Coast; 
Pietermsritzburg Indian Teachers' Junior Train- 
ing Clsss, Railway, Sutherlands and Greytown 
-11 in the Midlands. 
Sncondary Education in Natal: 

Fourteen years after the establishment of 
primary education for Europeans in Natal, 
secondary education was offered to them. Yet 
i t  took 61 years from the beginnnig of Rev. 
Stott's first school in 1868 before the first batch 
of Indian pupils wrote the Education Depart- 
ment's external examination for Standard Six. 

This is how Standard VII was offered to 
the Indian pupils in Durban: When in 1899 
Indian pupils were prohibited from attending 
the Durban Primary School (European), pressure 
was exerted by the Indians, particularly by H. 
L. Paul, a n  Indian interpreter of the Law Court. 
Mr. Paul agitated a s  his son's education was 
going to suffer, for he had nowhere else to go 
after passing Standard IV. In 1899 the Durban 
Higher Grade Indian School was established 
for Indian pupils who wished to proceed 
beyond Standard IV up to Standard VII. One 

may conjecture what the plight of Indian edu- 
cation would have been if there had been no 
agitation I 

A Higher Grade Indian School was  also 
opened at Pietermaritzburg in October 1902, 
under john Fann. Classes were conducted up  
to Standard VII. That school has  survived 
under different names until today, i t  is known 
a s  the Woodlands Indian High School. 

Not sufficient responsibility for Indian 
secondary education was evident on the part 
of the Education Department, as secondary 
edilcation stagnated at Standard VII level. This 
was where Indian initiative played a signal 
part-as it is doing to this day. In 191 1, through 
private enterprise the Indian Education Institute 
was  established and which conducted a High 
School for Indian in Durban. This school was  
staffed by European teachers imported from 
India. In the face of expenditure and  with the 
responsibility of a n  onerous task the Institute 
p r o ~ e d  a success. The history of Indian secon- 
dary education in the first quarter of the 
Twentieth Century and in fact thereafter to en 
extent, would have been somewhat different in 
Durbsn had the Indian Educational Institute 
survived. The outbreak of World War I caused 
the High School to close down. Evidence of 
the good work produced was that the Institute 
prepared 108 pupils for the Cape University 
junior Certificate Examination. 

In 1916 the mission school at Sydenham, 
which was now called the Sydenham Indian 
College (as teacher-training had started here 
besides the running of the normal school) began 
a Standard VII class. 

The Higher Grade Indian School (Durban) 
in its new premises, was known a s  the Carlisle 
Street Government Indian School. Arrange- 
ments were made here in 1918 to establish 
"higher" education for Indian pupils (meaning 
secondary education above Standard VII). 
Classes were begun by the Natal Education 
Department to prepare Indian pupils for the 
University Junior Certificate and the Matricula- 
tion Examinations respectively. This school 
continued to provide such secondary education 
until the opening of Sastri College in 1930. 



100 YEARS OF 
RACE RELATIONS 
B Y  
DR. A. D. LAZARUS, M A. (Yale) 

'When the old fashioned paddle-cum-sail 
vessel, the "Truro", arrived in Durban on 
November 16, 1860, bringing the first batch of 
Indian labourers to this country, no one could 
ha"? guessed the significance of the role she 
was playing in the drama of human relations 
that was laler to unfold. By some she was  
hailed as a "delirerer" and by others a s  ihe 
harbinger cf a n  evil dispensation. One cannot 
escape the fselinq that this latter viewpoint 
dominated the Eurogzan's thinking in regard 
to the Indian people for many decades to ccme 
and in this century became one of his most 
p~ssiona!e obse--' >>ions. 

It is not the writer's intention to indulge in 
recrimination in any shape or form, but it does 
strike one a s  being odd'that wherever in the 
world the White man came in contact with 
cultures and civilisations different to his own 
and if in addition men of colour were involved 
this contact, there immediately ensued a con- 
flict of considerable magnitude and of the 
greatest complexity. In the resolution of this 
conflict, the European built up for himself certain 
codes of behaviour and indeed legislated for 
them in such a manner as to create difficulties 
where none had existed before or need have 
existed at all. 

I t  has been perhaps uncharitably observed 
that the Pilgrim Fathers on their first landing in 
the New World, resolved their conflicts in some- 
what comparable situations, by first "falling 
upon their knees and then upon the aborigin- 
ees". While one is not quite sure of the particular 
prostrations of the White man in this country 
in those early days, South African history does 
bear testimony to the fate of some of it? 
aboriginees and such genuflecticns as wer2 
involved had nothing to do with supplication 
to the Creator. All along :he line ours is a 
history of conflict. 

The exploitation of the country's natural 
resources led also to the exploitation of its 

i 
human resources and it is in this latter field 
that one finds the most pathetic chapters in our 
history. The Indian people enter the scene 
precisely because the human resources that 
were available locally at the time were not 
suitable, and since that time the Eurcpean in 
tnis country has gone through a great many 
mental contortions to justify or defend what by 
the yardsticks of his own culture and civilisa- 
tion were completely indefensible. 
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THE GREAT MARCH 

Thousands of mcn, women and 

children on the march from 

Northern Natal towards 

Volksrust. 

Many perished while on the 
march. 

GLIMPSES INTO OUR PAST 

group of brave women 

PASSIVE RESISTERS 

with their children. 
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Some Familiar P i e t e r m a r i t ~ b u r ~  Landmarks 

ESTABLISHED 1907 

SHRI VISHNU TEMPLE 

ESTABLISHED 19C9 

THE EAST STREET HABIBIA MOSQUE 



OUR OLDEST 
RESIDENT 

Vira ragavaloo Naidoo 
Perhaps the oldest resident of Pietermaritz- 

burg is 105-year-old Mr. Vijayaragavaloo 
Naidoo, father of Messrs. R. G. Naidoo a n d  
Brothers, and  father-in-law of Mr. G. K. Naidoo 
of New Hanover. 

Mr. Naidoo was  born in Pandoor near 
Madras and  came to this Country as a n  inden- 
tured labourer a t  the a g e  of 14 together with 
his mother and  young sister. He comes from 
a family of Paddy farmers in India. He claims 
to have  come with the fifth batch of indentured 
labourers. 

Mr. Naidoo served his five-year period of 
indenture as an  office messenger in the Indian 
Immigration Office in Pietermaritzburg, for a 
wage  of 101- per month including rations (of 
61b. flour, 61b. mealiemeal. 21b. Dholl, one 
bottle oil), plus free quarters a n d  a small 
gardening plot. 

Upon completion of his term of indenture. 
Mr. Naidoo went to Barberton in the Transvaal 
b y  means of horse drawn mail ccach where 
h e  worked for seven years a s  a barman in the 
Crown Hotel. He recollects that the proprietcrs 
of this hotel found i t  prudent to remove the Royal 
Crest from the hotel in view of the brewing ill 
feelings between Boer and  Briton which c;.!- 

minated in the lameson raid and  the Boer War. 

Mr. Naidoo worked for a period of sixteen 
years  at the Royal Hotel in Johannesburg a s  
a wine steward. 

On his return to Pietermaritzburg at the 
a g e  of 37 Mr. Naidoo married and  took to 
market gardening in Loop' Street on a plot of 
land leased to him by one George Green who 
w a s  the first man to manufacture bricks in 
Pietermaritzburg. He continued in this occupa- 
tion for 36 years. 

He then worked as chief gardener for the 
Late Judge Anderson in Scottsville for a number 
of years until his retirement ten years ago. Mr. 
Naidoo well remembers the days  when there 
were not more than fifteen buildings in Pieter- 
maritzburg. 

Mr. Naidoo, who rises early in the morning 
and  still performs sundry household chores, 
ascribes his good health a n d  longevity to hard 
work, no smoking a n d  no drinkinq. 

He is perplexed b y  the present-day hatred 
a n d  race discrimination, for h e  remembers 
better days  of cordial relationship free from 
colour bar. 



For example it is a commonly-held belief 
-2fial quite sincerely held-~-that all the Indians 

in South Africa came from the lowest stratum 
of Indian Society; that their religion is some 
Iorm of ill defined paganism-indeed, there are 
many who believe that all Indians are Moslems; 
that our existence here is purely parasitic; that 
ircrri the miseries of "untouchability" we have 
been elevated through the unbounded benevo- 
lence of the White man to a position of very 
greclt aifluence and that our culture and way of 
life si, radically different a s  to constitute a 
i!icna:-. 13 the Western way of life. 

All these are, in the writer's view, beliefs 
which are not only hurtful to the people about 
whom they are held, but are a s  harmful to the 
spiritual stature of the people who hold them. 
Be this a s  it may, anyone who takes the trouble 
to consult the surveys conducted by the 
University of Natal, and other literature on 
various aspects of Indian life and living, will 
discover that so far from being among the most 
affluent, 70% of the Indian people live below 
the poverty datum line; that all Indians are not 
Moslems; that they are not all shopkeepers; 
that their religion is monotheistic; that not all of 
them came from the lowest stratum of Indian 
Society. There were among the early immi- 
grants free men who were teachers, priests, 
skilled artisans, agriculturalists and men well 
versed in trade and commerce. When all these 
facts are examined, it is difficult to see how any 
cne could suggest that the Indian people con- 
stituted a menace to the Western way of life. 

Evidence is not lacking, however, to indi- 
cate that their presence in the country only 
came to be  regarded a s  minatory when they 
came into economic competition with the 
European. I t  is of more than academic interest 
that this attitude persists to the present day,  
hence the patent unwillingness of a very large 
sector of the European people to share the 
rights and privileges of civilised society with 
the Indian people. 

It is not generally known that the Indian 
paople's own very impressive endeavour in 
education is entirely in the Western pattern. 
Consequently, their adoption of Western ways 
cf living has  followed almost a s  a natural 
corollary. 

They cannot, therefore, now be looked upon 
a s  being a n  entirely alien element in the popu- 
lation. I t  would be wilfully dishonest to 
imagine that the 100,000 Indian children now 
in the schools of Natal, going through the same 
process of training a s  any  European child in 
one of the official languages of the country, are 
going to be anything but Western in outlook 
and cultural orientation. While there must 
inevitably remain observable . differences in 
apparunce, and cultural practices they are by 
birth, length of residence, acclimatisation, 
association, education and whatever other 
acculturative agency that might be operative, 
very much in the West. 

There are those who look upon this 
development a s  a calamity that must be 
halted at any cost, and one is led to believe 
that the philosophy and practice of Apartheid 
will halt it. Nobody has  ever bothered to find 
out what the Indian people themselves think 
about this and desire for themselves. Let it be 
said quite categorically that despite a century 
of exposure to Western ideals and patterns of 
life and living, there are no "Brown Enqlish- 
men" in the Indian community neither has cur 
education in the completely Western milieu 
made any Indian less conscious of his kind and 
his responsibilities to his people. The very 
opposite has  in fact happened. The more 
highly educated we have become the more 
highly have we prized the opportunity to be 
of service to our people and through that to 
South Africa as a whole. 

One looks back upon a century which 
not been without its turbulences in regard to 
human relations, but it has been nevertheless 
on the whole a period of comparatively peace- 
ful co-existence a s  far a s  the Indian people are 
concerned. 

I t  is heart-warming to reflect that all the 
discrimindlions and denials which have been 
the Indian's daily companion for a century has 
not resulted in any  hatred for the European. 
On the contrary, there is a greater willingness 
to stretch out the hand of friendship, and one 
can only hope that the European will remain 
true to his Christian faith a s  the Indian is 
faithful to his own and that out of his own great 
spiritual heritage, the European South African 
will find the courage to extend his hand to his 
fellow South Africans of Eastern origin. 



Msosa Hyder Khan, popularly known a s  
S a ~ b o o  a n d  Taioodeen, was  born in Tirupatur, 
North Arcot District, Madras Presidency, 83 
yeurs ago. His family were fruit a n d  vegetable 
farmers a n d  owned extensive paddy  fields. 

After three years at school where he  learnt 
Tamil, Hindi and  Arabic, Saiboo came to this 
country at the age of 17 years,  together with 
his uncle, Shaik Farried, to join the family 
b~ls i r~ess  of Shaik Farried & Co., which had 
bzen established in Durban some 15 years 
c.:irlier. 

Saiboo was  one of a party of four "pas- 
senger" Indians a n d  500 Indentured labourers 

HYDER 
KHAN 

bar in those days  and  one could sit anywhere 
cn the horse-drawn tram cars of those d a y s  
which ran between the Point a n d  Musgrave 
Road. There were only a few business houses. 
Many Indians h a d  shops in the present West 
Street right alongside huqe firms such as 1. 
Ellis Brown, a n d  Harvey Greenacres. 

Such prominent Indicyn businessmen a s  
Moosa Hajee Cassim, Suleiman Dawoodjee, 
Abobaker Amodand Bras., a n d  Dada Abdoolah 
owned businesses in this central area. This 
was  possible because ut that time !here was  
no  discrimination against Indian businesses 
and  their situa!ion. 

Saiboo s ays  that it was  Dada Abdoolah 
who prevailed upcn Gandhi to practise in thls 
country. It was  Dada Abdoolah's s.s. "Cour- 
land" which brought Gandhi to Durban. 
Gandhi set up practice in Field Street with 
Messrs. Royeppan, 1. W .  Godfrey and  V. 
Lawrence a s  his clerks. 

Saiboo was  a n  eye-witness to the demon- 
strations by  the Whites o f  Durban against 
Gandhi when he  returned to the counlry after 
a visit to India where he made  representations 
to the Indian Government about the ill-treatment 
of the indentured Indians. 

which arrived in Durban in 1893 on the S.S. As  in Durban, so in Maritzburq, tco, thecs "Pangola" after a voyage of 28 days.  A young 
were few buildings roads were mud married couple Mr. 6 Mrs. Aroonas i r~  and there were extensive dongas and swamps Moodley w e r e  the other "~assenger j '  Indians. were the city now stands, It is interesting to note that Mr. Aroonaqiri 

Moodley had  already served a term of inden- His uncle. Tajoodeen, had leased Hathorm 
lure on the completion of which he. went to Hill form the late Justice M.  K, Hathorn. The 
India to marry. Hathorn family later sold this land to the 

Corporation. His uncle gave  u p  the lease on Saiboo w a s  employed in the family busi- 
ness of Shaik Farried 6 Co., subseq~~en t l y  the understanding that no buildings be  

demolished for 10 years a n d  no increase in known as Tajoodeen 6 Co., which h a d  a branch rent be made this period, \ n  Maritzburq. He SDE-,A\ much of his time in 
both centres. Saiboo does not smoke nor drink. He 

Dur:nq the first 10 years of nis employneni loves walking a n d  still does early morning 

in Durban he was  also Market Master of the exercises. Saiboo ha s  h a d  no formal English 

Morninq Market which was  then situated in a n  education. Despite this, h e  reads a n d  writes 

open field next to the present Grey Street English well. For this he credits the patience 

Mo-qus. of Mr. G. K. Naidoo of New Hanover who spent 
rnuch time teachins him Enqlish. 

When he  arrived, Durban was  a town of 
dusty rnud roads, !here were no jetties a n d  the He is a keen follower of sport--cricket par- 
harbour was not developed, There were no ticularly. Such is his interest in cricket that 
buildings on the sea front as we see today, H~ he  cabled the M.C.C. a few years ago  request- 

clcorly remembers the Flea Circus at the corner ing the inclusion of Subba Row in the English 
o!  pin^ nnd West Streets. There w a s  no colour learn lo 





had what is a far more important asset in their 
sesne of honest dealing. The integrity of the 
early Indian trader stands out during those 
early years. There were no Indian wholesalers. 
The traders had to obtain their goods from 
European wholesalers, British firms like Parker 
Wood 6 Co., S. Butcher & Sons, Randles 
Brother & Hudson, Steel Murray and W. G. 
Brown, all reputable establishments. 

Such was the character of the early Indimn 
trader that the European wholesaler was quite 
happy to give him extended credit facilities. 
The records show that the defections of traders 
were negligible. I t  was commonplace for trans- 
actions to take place by word of mouth and to 
have no more record of them than that of one's 
memory. Quite often a man's word was his 
bond. 

In those days a n  lndain trader who did a 
turnover of £100 - £200 a month was doing very 
well; it was a fortunate man whose turnover 
was £400 per month; and the trader who at the 
end of the year found himself with a trading 
net profit of £50 considered himself quite lucky. 
In those days Indian traders kept their books 
in the vernacular language, and in fact 
Gujerati retained its position in the records of 
the trader until comparatively recent times. 

I should add here that up  to the time of 
the Anglo-Boer War the average wage of 
workers who patronised these traders was 
somewhere between £6 and £9 a year, plus 
their board and lodging. Shop Assistants 
received from £12 to £15 per year, plus board 
and lodging. Some of the big names in the 
lndian trading community during those years 
will be of interest to many readers. Among 
them were Dada Abdoolah, Dawood Mahomed 
& Co., Essop Jasol, Amod V a r i G a ,  Amod 
Mamojee Moolla and Mohomed Essack Hattia. 

With their settlement and their obvious 
ability to make a livelihood in Natal came their 
natural desire to bring their families from 
Mauritius and India, and a s  the number of 
traders grew, the pioneering instinct which was 
never far below the surface in any  of'them, sent 
many into the interior, where they established 
trading posts serving Africans who were 
gradually rising into a money economy under 

the pressure of Natal's early industries. I arrl  
reminded here that the Indian trader in Natal 
repeated a process that had been going on in 
East Africa, to which Mr. Winston Churchill 
once referred by saying that the Indians in 
their pioneering zeal had opened up communi- 
cations where the White man would not go. 
Such communications in Natal went into the 
very heart of the country and, of course, such 
trading posts were completely isolated from 
railways which in 1890 did not go very far. 

A striking feature of this country-trading 
which deserves to be mentioned was that it 
created a cordial and use:ul relationship with 
the settled African populollon. Not very many 
years before the Angmo-Boer War, Indian 
traders migrated into the r ran~vaal .  

Before I go on to trading activities in the 
Transvaal, there ace one or two interesting 
features left for remarks about the situation in 
Natal. Ttie general distribution of traders iri 
Durban was a concentration in what is now the 
main business centre of the City. Indians had 
shops in Gardiner Street and in West Street, 
up to where Maddison's Fruit Centre is today. 
This was where the first railroad station was 
situated and I am told that the area in the 
vicinity of the station was always full of ox- 
wagons and was always very dusty. I L..,,.. 

The migration from the centre of the town, , ,!I !-,! 
was not at that time dictated by any law qr , , . :  c , ,  
krading restrictions introduced by Europeans. ! . ,  .: 

. . 
In fact, there was no commercial rivalry in 
Natal based on race until much later. Rivalry 
there was, a s  must always be, but anti-Indian 
feeling did not exist against Indian traders. 
That came later. The reason for the gradual 
migration of Indian traders from their premises 
was due very largely for purposes of expansion. 
Quite necrr the centre, over in Pine Street and 
on the fringes of the town, land was cheaper, 
and premises were cheaper, and the traders 
anxious to be independent went in that direc- 
tion, buying property where they could and 
cstablishinq themselves a s  independent traders. 

With the development of trade it was nct 
unnatural that some of the larger Europeu:i 
firms looked inland lor trade. A Europecn 
trader would establish himself in some small 











Gandhiji had decided that there was work yet 
to be done in the Transvaal. Many things were 
to happen in the next few years that are 
indelibly imprinted in the sands of time. In the 
Transvaal European traders began to complain 
that Indians who were not pre-war refugees 
were entering the Transvaal in big numbers. 
Lord Milner investigated the complaints and 
found them to be without foundation. However, 
to p u a t e  the Europeans, Milner appealed to 
Gandhi and the other leaders in 1903 to 
arrange for the Indians to re-register voluntarily. 
The old Peace Preservation Ordinance Certifi- 
cates had contained a name with no means of 
identifying the name with any particular 
person. The new certificates were to be 
different and were to contain a number, the 
holder's name, family, caste, father's name, 
height, occupation, age, and the impression 0 1  
the holder's right thumb where signatures were 
not affixed. 

When Milner asked the Indian to re 
register valuntarily, he made a promise. Thesc: 
are his words :~- 

"Registration gives you a right to be? 
here and a right to come and go . . . Once., 
.?in the register your position is established, 
a s  no further registration is necessary; nor 
is a fresh permit required." 

But Milner's promise foreshadowed much 
[rouble to come, for, at this time, he had the 
following opinion of the Asiatics in the Trans- 
vaa1:- 

". . . I also hold that when a coloured man 
possesses a certain high grade of civilisation, 
he might obtain, what I might call, white 
privileges, irrespective of his colour . . . For 
the present, however, there is no prospeci 
whatever of their prevailing, certainly a s  far 
a s  the Asiatics are concerned. The Asiatics 
are starngers forcing themselves upon a com- 
munity reluctant to receive them." 

Some Indians re-registered, while others did 
not. Europeans kept protesting that an Asiatic 
"influx" was taking place in the Transvaal. In 
1904 they called a "National Convention" to 
discuss this influx. 

What were the Indians doing at this time ? 
Gandhiji formed the Transvaal British 

Indian Association in 1903. Throughout his 
s:ay in South Africa he was the Hon. Secretary 
and principal leagl adviser of the Association. 
Gandhi led a deputation of the Transvaal 
British Indian Association to see the new High 
Commissoiner, Lord Selborne, on 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1905, in connection with the position of 
Indians seeking entry into the Transvaal. 

Gandhi had by now geared up his own a s  
well a s  the resources of the Indian community, 
both in the Transvaal and in Natal. He was  in 
the Transvaal to guide matters personally. In 
Natal he had set up an Indian weekly called 
"Indian Opinion" in 1903 "to advocate the 
cause of the British Indians in this sub-con- 
tinent". This newspaper played a very big 
part in the subsequent history of Indians in 
South Africa. The most glorious years of this 
illustrious journal were the years between 1903 
and 1914, when practically all that was  said, 
done and thought in the turbulent times of that 
era were faithfully reflected in the journal. I 
cannat, here, elaborate on this organ created 
by Gandhi, except to say  for Gandhiji and for 
his journal that it would not be far from the 
!ruth to call them synonymous terms and com- 
p!ementary, the one to the other. Let me quote 
a few lines on this point from Gandhi's own 
words: 

"Satyagraha would probably have been 
impossible without 'Indian Opinion'. The 
raaders looked forward to it for a trustworthy 
account of the Saiyagraha campaign as also 
of the real condition of Indians in South 
Africa. For me it became a means for the 
study of human nature in all its casts and 
shades, as I always aimed at establishing 
a n  intimate and clean bond between the 
editor and the readers." 

Almost a year later Gandhiji established the 
Phoenix Settlement where it stands today as 
the headquarters of "Indian Opinion", for the 
purpose of enjoying the salutary effects of the 
countryside on the life and mind of man. Thiz 
Soitlement wa: des'ined to play a n  important 
part in the age of Gandhi in South Africa and 
in subsequent years. 

But more was still to happen. In 1906 the 



Zulu Rebellion broke out in Natal. Gandhi, as 
before in 1899 and in spite of the treatment he 
had received in South Africa, organised a n  
Indian stretcher-bearer corps, himself holding 
the rank of Sergeant-Major. During the 
Rebellion the stark horrors of war brought out 
a realisation to him that that form of violence 
was "no war, but a man hunt." Two important 
results that were destined to have a profound 
effezt on the life and work of Mohandas Gandhi 
emerged from this Rebellion: the love of non- 
violence, and the need to cultivate greater 
uxe!icism. On this latter point, Gandhi wrote: 

"It wo; borne in upon me that I should 
hage inore and more occasions for service 
of the kind I was rendering, and that I should 
f ~ n d  myself unequal to my task if I were 
engaged in the pleasures of family life and 
on the propogation and rearing of children. 
In a word, I could not live both after the 
flesh and the spirit." 

The result was  that Gandhiji took the vow of 
chastiiy, of brahmachcuya for life in the middle 
of 1906. If what h e  had done for the Indians of 
South Africa before this was without parallel, 
what was to follow in the wake of his new 
spiritual and moral awakening can only be 
described as the most chequered chapter in the 
history of Indians in South Africa. 

7 
Gandhiji was, thefefore, a changed person 

when new developments in the Transvaal once 
again found him answering the calls of duty. 
On the 22& August, 1906, soon after his return 
to the Transvaal at the end of the Zulu Rebellion 
in Natal, the Transvaal Government introduced 
the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance which 
prescribed that every Indian man, woman, or 
child of eight years and over, who were 
entitled to reside in the Transvaal, had to 
register his or her name with the Registrar of 
Asiatics and take out a certificate of registra- 
tion. Old permits had to be surrendered. 
Important marks of identification were to be 
taken, a s  well a s  finger and thumb-ressions. 
Failure to carry out the law was  a n  offence 
punishable by fine, imprisonment, or deporta- 
tion. 

When he studied the draft Ordinance, 
Gandhi said that there was  "nothing in it except 

hatred of Indians." Gandhi objected to the 
terms of the Ordinance for various reasons: 
registration was compulsory; police officers 
could demand to see the certificates at any  time 
and place; the giving of finger prints should 
have been required only from criminals: the 
registration of women a n d  children, under 16, 
was proposed for the first time. Gandhi said of 
this Ordinance: 

"It is not the last step, but the first step 
with a view to hound us out of the country. 
We are  therefore responsible for the safety, 
not only of the ten or fifteen thousand Indians 
in the Transvaal but of :\e entire Indian com- 
munity in South Africa." 

Gandhi saw in this Ordinance the taint of 
class legislation. He had agreed to the volun- 
tary re-registration of Indians in the Transvaal 
in 1903 on the undarstanding that no further 
registration would be required of the Indians. 
He had consented to the giving of thumb im- 
pressions where signatures could not be given. 
But the volun!ary giving of thumb impressions 
in 1903 was being changed in 1906 to the ccm. 
pulsory giving of thumb and f i ~ g e r  impressions 
without reqard for a person's educational 
standards. 

The Transvaal British Indian Association, 
of which Gandhi was Hon. Secretary, moved 
into action. I t  orqaqised a.greut public protest 
meeting of some 3,000 Indians at the Empire 
Theatre, Johannesburg, on 1 lth September, 
1906. At this meeting several resolutions were 
passed, the most important being the fourth 
resolution, a short form cf which reads a s  
follows :- - 

"'This mass meeting cf British Ind~ans . . 
resolves that, rather than submit to the gall- 
ing, tyrannous, and un-Brit~sh requiiements 
laid down in the Draft Ord~nance, every 
British Ind~an in the Transvaal shall submit 
to imprisonment until its repeal." 

I t  was also resolved to send a deputation to 
England to present the case of the British 
Indians in the Transvaal before the public there 

- and to endeavour to persuade the British 
Ministry to withhold Royal assent. 



As the famous fourth resolution was in 
effect the birth of "Passive Resistance" in 
South Africa,'it is necessary to show how this 
Gandhian development came about since the 
vow of chastity taken by Gandhi in 1906. 
According to Gandhi's own admission, it was 
"the New Testament which really awakened 
me to the rightness and value of Passive 
Resistance." The Sermon on the Mount was 
the particularly influential chapter. The 
Bhagavad Gita deepened the impression 
created by the New Testament, and  Tolstoy's 
The Kingdom of God is within you. gave the 
impression permanent .form. Ruskin's Crown 
of Wild Olives also influenced Gandhi. The 
theory of Passive Resistance, can best be 
described in Gandhi's own words: 

" . .  . This force is independent of pecuniary 
or other material assistance; certainly, even 
in its elementary form, of physical force or 
violence. Indeed ,violence is the negation 
of thi,s, qreat'spiritual force, which can only 

b e  cultivated or wielded by ihose who will 
.. . 
,, entirely eschew violence. I t  is a force that 
' may be used. b y  individuals a s  well a s  by 
communities. ;:: in polifical a s  in dcmestic 

. .. .. . . , affairs." 

Now a s  to the original cf the term "Passive 
Re?ista&e:' in South Ajrica. I t  was Gandhi 
who first suggested the, use of the words 
"Passive Resistance" for the struggle set off by 
the meeting of 1 lth September, 1906. But he 
felt that a n  Indian word ,should also be used 
f o r  , t h .  ,:movement. A small prize was 
a~li.lhb>nlc~d',ifi':,'Indian Opinion" to be awarded 
for 'the bes t  vernacular designation for the 
struggle. Maganlal Gandhi, one of the com- 
petitors, suggested t h e  .yard, "SADAGRAHA" 
which, means "firmnQs$ Yn a good cause". The 
+"id was"amended'by Gandhiji to "SATYA- 
GRAHA". , .  , 

Meanwhile, the ~ ra ' n svaa l  British Indian 
Association delegation comprising M. K. 
Gandhi and  H. 0. Ally sajied for England to 
protest against the Ordinance:'' In England they 
met influential sympathiserssuch as Dddabhai 
N&oroji,'M.P., Sir M. M. Bhownaggre, M.P., and 
Sir Lelep Griffin. A Committee was formed 
under the name of the South Africa British 
Indian Committee, with Lord Ampthill a s  
President and  L. W. Ritch as Secretary. This 

Committee met Lord Elgin, the Secretary of 
State, on 8th November, 1906. At this interview 
Gandhi pointed out his objections to the 
Ordinance, explained the position of the 
Indians in the Transvaal, and  asked for the 
appointment of a Commission to go into the 
problem of British Indians in the Transvaal. 

The upshot of the meeting was that Lord 
Elgin decided to hold up the matter until it 
rzceived the attetnion of the Transvaal Respon- 
sible Government Parliament which was to 
come into being shortly. 

It was a great gain for the delegation but 
in its final result i t  turned out to be a most tem- 
porary one. Responsible Government was 
grunted lo the Transvaal on the 1st January, 
1907. fn March of the same year, the Trans- 
vaal Parliament met, determined to rule out 
the temporary success the Indians had gained. 
"Within 24 hours and practically without dis- 
cussion the (Asiatic Law Amendment) Ordin- 
ance, re-enacted, passed both Houses of 
Parliament, not a single member venturing to 
voice his protest." 

In. moving the Bill, the Colonial Secretary, 
Smuts, said: -- 

"I think, if there is one matter on which 
the entire White population of the Transvaal 
is agreed it is on this, that the Asiatic immi- 
gration into the Transvaal . . . is growing in 
volume from day  to day." 

Iiow far Smuts was correct, if at all, in his 
assertion is a debatable issue, which time does 
not permit any  digression on. The important 
and significant thing was that what the Indians 
had protested against in 1906 and had taken 
their famous fourth resolution to resist was now 
in the Statute Book in the form of Act 2/1907. 
Indians, not without reason, called it the "Black 
Act." Their objections to this Act were the 
same a s  those expressed against the Ordin- 
ance of 1906. Act 2 was to take effect a s  from 
1st July, 1907. - 

On ihe last day  of July, 1907, a monster 
opan-air meeting was  held in Pretoria and the 
momentaus .:fourth resolution of September. 
1906, was re-affirmed, in spite cf the presence 



at the meeting, at General Botha's request, of 
William Hosken, M.L.A.. who brought a mes- 
sage from the Transvaal Premier to the effec' 
that Indians should accept the Act and not 
resist it. 

While the Indians were thus agitating for 
the repeal of Act 2 (the Asiatic Law Amendment 
Act), the Transvaal Government passed the 
Immigrants Restriction Act IS/ 1907, which was  
modeIled on the lines of the Natal Immigration 
Restriction Act of 1897. It prescribed a n  educa- 
tion test in a European language. Any Asiatic 
who passed such a test would still be deemed 
to be  a prohibited immigrant in the Transvaal 
if he  did not qualify for registration in terms of 
Act 2. The immigration and the registration 
laws of the Transvaal were thus combined to 
exclude Asiatics from the Transvaal. 

The Transvaal Indians did not take much 
heed of the Immigrants Restriction Act because 
its restrictions were magnified only in conjunc- 
tion with Act 2. And as the Indians had 
resolved to give effect to their fourth resolution 
ot seek the repeal of Act 2, it was to the Black 
Act that they gave all their attention for the 
moment. 

One aspect of Satyagraha, as Gandhi saw 
it, was  that no advantage and use of negotia- 
tion and compromise must ever be overlooked 
or ignored. In accordance with this principle, 
Indians made a conciliatory move. In Sep- 
tember, 1907, they presented a petition con- 
atining between 3,000 to 5,000 signatures to 
the Transvaal Government imploring them to 
realise the suffering that threatened the Indian 
community and offering voluntary re-registra- 
tion if the Government would suspend Act 2. 

The petition was turned down. Only 500 
Indians had complied with the provisions of 
Act 2 between 1st July, 1907, and December, 
1907. The rest had not, and by their defiance 
had started the Satyagraha movement in the 
Transvaal against Act 2/1907. The first perscn 
to be arrested for failing to take out a registra- 
tion certificate was Pandit Ram Sunder, on 8th 
November, 1907. He was  sentenced to a 
month's imprisonment and set the ball rolling 
fcr the enactment of one of the most stirring 
roles in the history of our people in this country. 

Indian and Chinese leaders of the Satya- 
graha movement were summoned to appear in 
Court on the 26th December, 1907, to show 
cause why, having failed to apply for registra- 
tion, they should not be ordered to leave the 
Transvaal. 

Most Satyagrahi prisoners were sentenced 
to three months' imprisonment without the 
option of a fine and a further three months with 
option. Gandhiji's first sentence was  some- 
what more lenient: he was sentenced to two 
months' simpIe imprisonment. 

The first batch had not been in jail for a 
fortnight when negotiations were started by 
Albert Cartwriqht, editor of the "Transvaal 
Leader", for a compromise between Smuts and 
Gandhi. The substance of the compromise was  
that if the Indians underwent voluntary registra- 
tion, the Transvaal Government would repeal 
Act 2. 

Though Gandhi was not satisfied with the 
terms of the compromise he  agreed on the 
understanding that Act 2 would be repealed 
after voluntary re-registration and that the 
voluntary re-registration would be  validated by 
law. Educated persons, merchants, and 
property holders could give their signatures in 
place of the finger prints. Some Indians, 
especially the Pathans, disagreed with Gandhi. 
They suggested that Smuts should first repeal 
the Act and the Indians should register after 
that. Basing his arguments on grounds of 
trust, that is, on the belief that Smuts would 
keep his part of the bargain, Gandhi proceeded 
with his plans to re-register, even though it led 
to a brutal assault on his person by a Pathan 
on 10th February, 1908. After this assault the 
Government made a further concession: 
Mohommedans who objected on religious 
grounds to the giving of finger-prints could give 
their thumb prints instead. 

For Gandhiji i t  was not the misguided 
assault that hurt: the bigger blow came when 
Smuts introduced legislation to validate volun- 
tary re-registration-Act 35/1908, without 
repealing Act 2 a s  Gandhi was given to under- 
stand. Though there is disagreement among 
various authorities on whether or not Smuts 
had given such a promise, there is little doubt 



that Gandhi believed that such a promise was 
in fazt given. The failure on the part of 
General Smuts to repeal Act 2 aroused the 
rssentment of the Indians. 

The Satyagraha Committee in the Trans- 
vaal,  under the leadership of Gandhi, sent a 
letter to the Government asking that Act 2 be 
repealed and stating that if a favourable reply 
were not received by the 16th August, 1908, all 
registration certificates would be burnt in a 
cauldron. The Government refused to give 
way and on the 16th August a mass meeting 
of some 3,000 Indians was held at the Hamidia 
Mosque in Johannesburg. Gandhiji was  one 
of the speakers at this meeting. He told the 
meeting that after much consideration and 
prayer, the advice he  ventured to give his 
countrymen was that they should burn their 
certificates. This is what the "Transvaal 
Leader" reported:- 

"A large three-legged pot was then filled 
with the registration certificates, about 1.300 
in all and about 500 trading licences. Paraffin 
was then poured in, and  the certificates set 
on fire, amid a scene of the wildest enthu- 
siasm. The crowd hurrahed and shouted 
themselves hoarse; hats were thrown in the 
air, and  whistles blown." 

In all, including the certificates of the Chinese, 
over 2,000 were burnt. ' The Satyagraha move- 
ment ,was now in full gear. Many Indians, 
including Gandhi, courted imprisonment. Fee!- 
ings in India and in England were on the side 
of the Satyagrahis and  every effort was made 
by the Imperial Government to settle the differ- 
ences in the Transvaal on the following lines:--- 
(1) Indians who possessed pre-war rights 

should b e  considerately treated. 
(2) A number of educated Indians should be 

admitted into the Transvaal. 
(3) Act 2/1907 and the validating Act 36/1908 

be repealed. 

The Transvaal Government agreed on two 
of the three points. They declined, however. 
to accede to the last point-that the obiection- 
able Acts be repealed. 

Natal joined the struggle when a n  edu- 
cated Natalian, Sorabji Shapurji entered the 

Transvaal to test the Immigrants Restriction Act. 
He was found guilty of contravening the Act 
on the grounds that though he  could pass the 
education test in the Immigrants Restriction 
Act, he was not eligible for registration in 
terms of Act 2. He was sentenced to a month's 
imprisonment with hard labour. After this, 
more Natalians-traders and  educated men - -  . 
crossed into the Transvaal and  courted arrest. 
The Transvaal Indians began trading without 
licences for the same purpose. The Govern- 
merit was  being sorely tried on many fronts. 

On 24th October, 1908, Gandhi was  
nrresfed at Volksrust. This was the occasion 
on which he  sent his historic message to the 
Indians: 

"Keep absolutely firm to the end. Suffer- 
ing is our only remedy. Victory is certain." 

1t is difficult here to go into the details of the 
Satyagraha movement; the many arrests, the 
treatment of Satyagrahi prisoners and  their 
deportations. 

The next landmark in the struggle was the 
appeal to the British Government in i909. 
Gandhi and  Habib went to England to make a 
last appeal to the British Government and  to 
state the case of the South African Indians 
under closer union and to ask that the status of 
the British Indians be defined in the Union con- 
stitution. 

Gandhi and  Habib arrived in London on 
10th July, 1909. On 5th November of the same 
year a joint statement was issued by them 
stating that their negotiations had failed. Smuts 
was in England at this time. He agreed ot 
repeal Act 2 and  to admit six educated Indians 
each year. He was unable to accept the claim 
that Asiatics should b e  placed on a footing of 
euality with Europeans in respect of the right 
of entry into the Transvaal. 

Gandhiji's mission to Engiand had failed. 
The position now was that the Satyagraha 
movement was destined to be a long-drawn 
affair for which men, money, and  accommoda- 
tion for the families of the Satyagrahis were 
pressing matters for the moment. As for money, 
Mr. (afterwards Sir) Ratanji Tata gave 25,000 



rupees-about £2,500--to Gandhi for the 
struggle. As for accommodation, Gandhi got 
his friend Kallenbach to help in the establish- 
msni of Tolstoy Farm at Lawley, 2 lmiles from 
Jcliannesburg. Gandhi degotes three chapters 
in his "Auiobiography" to Tolstoy Farm. 

The Satyagraha movement now became 
less active. What had really started a s  a move- 
ment against the Transvaal Government now 
became the concern of the Government of the 
Union of South Africa when the four states 
joined hands on the 31st May, 1910. Soon 
after the formation of Union the British Govern- 
ment addressed a dispatch to the Union Govern- 
ment advising them that Act 2 of the Transvaal 
be repealed and that a composite immigration 
law be enacted in which there should be no 
statutory differentiation against Asiatics but 
that administrative differentiation could limit 
the entry into the Union of six educated Indians 
annually. 

At the time of Union there was no single 
immigration law for the whole country. The 
pre-union laws were retained temporarily. In 
191 1 General Smuts introduced the Immigrants 
Restriction Bill but this failed to give satisfaction 
to either the Europeans or the Asiatics and the 
Bill was withdrawn. To enable the Union 
Government to proceed unhampered in its 
undertaking to introduce a satisfactory immigra- 
tion law, a provisional settlement was arrived 
at between Smuts and Gandhi in April, 191 1 in 
which General Smuts undertook to introduce 
legislation during the 1912 session of Parliament 
to repeal Act 2 and to introduce an  immigration 
law which would give legal equality to all 
immigrants of all races and which would pro- 
vide for administrative differences only. 

The 1912 Immigration Bill fared no better. 
It, too, was withdrawn pending the arrival in 
South Africa of the Hon. Prof. Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, a member of the Viceroy's Council in 
India, who was expected to take a personal 
part in the settlement of the Indian question in 
South Africa. The Satyagraha movement was 
suspended during this period of negotiation and 
the provisional settlement of 191 1 was extended 
for another year. 
Gokhale arrived in Cape Town on 22nd 

October, 1912. After addressing meetings in 
all the important centres in South Africa, 
Gokhale had an interview with the Union 
Ministers lasting about two hours. According 
to Gandhi, who was Secretary to Gokhale 
illrouyhout the latter's tour, Gokhale said to 
him afler the interview was over: 

"You must return to India in a year. 
Everything has been settled. The Black Act 
Act 2/1907) will be repealed. The racial bar 
will be removed from the Immigration Law. 
The £3 tax will be abolished." 

It was also agreed that if a few priests and pro- 
fessional men were allowed to land each year, 
the Indians would agree to differential tests at 
the ports of entry. 

Gandhi and Gokhale both stood for the 
"closed-door" policy at this time, that is, that 
the European mind had to be assured that the 
Indians did not desire to flood out the country. 
Hence also the acceptance of inter-provincial 
restrictions. On the other hand, once the 
"closed'door" policy became operative, the 
European must contribute to improve the lot of 
the Asiatics until they enjoyed full civic rights. 

Gandhi and Gokhale were both severely 
criticised for this policy. In India the All India 
National Congress refused to ratify Gokhale's 
work in South Africa while the Natal Indian 
Congress took Gandhi to task. But when the 
tempers of the time cooled off the policy 
advocated by these two leaders was more 
appreciated and less maligned. 

Gandhiji had  suspended the Satyagraha 
movement in order to give the Union Govern- 
ment the opportunity to prepare its immigration 
law in a calm political atmosphere. In March, 
1913, the result of this preparation was seen in 
the form of the Immigrants' Regulation Bill. 
According to the Bill, the Union Government 
could deny entry into the Union of a person on 
economic grounds or on account of the stan- 
dards or habits of such a person being unsuited 
to the Union. Indians were disappointed with 
the other provisions of the Bill: ex-indentured 
Indians could be  classified as prohibited immi- 
grants; a declaration was required by educated 
Indians before entering the O.F.S.: the right cf 



South African-born Indians to enter the Cape 
as before was  taken away;  the admission into 
,Youth Africa of wives of domiciled Indians and 
the status of such women were in doubt; the £3 
tax was not repealed. 

Though each of these points occupied the 
attention of Gandhi the two that featured more 
prominently in his work in South Africa were 
the admission and status of Indian women and 
the non-rebeal of the £3 tax. 

To take each of these two points separ- 
ately: In terms of Section 5(g) of the Immigrants' 
Regulation Act of 1913 any person who was 
proved to be the wife or child under the age  of 
16 years, of a n  Indian domiciled in South Africa 
could enter the Union. This included the wife 
or child of a lawful or monogamous marriage 
celebrated according to the rites of any  reiligous 
faith outside the Union. 

0 1 1  14th March, 1913, Justice Searle 
delivered a n  important judgement in the Cape 
Supreme Court in the case Essop versus the 
Minister of the Interior. Let me give the facts 
of the case very briefly: Essop had lived in 
Port Elizabeth since 1902. He went to India and  
married Bal Mariam there, Bal Mariam sought 
admission to South Africa. Justice Searle 
refused the application for admission and said 
that non-Christian marriages, whether solem- 
nised in India or in the Union, which were not 
performed by a civil marriage officer, were 
invalid in the eyes of the law and jeopardised 
the right of entry of the wives of the majority 
of domiciled Indians in South Africa. 

This judgment nullified in South Africa all 
magiages celebrated according to Hindu, 
Mohammedan, and Zoroastrian rites; the many 
married Indian women in South Africa ceased 
to have the legal status of wives. 

Gandhi wrote to the Union Government, 
protesting against the Searle judgment and 
asking that Indian marriages celebrated 
according to the relegious customs of the parties 
and recognised a s  legal in India be also recog- 
nised a s  such in South Africa. The Govern- 
ment was in no mood to listen to Gandhi or 
to make concessions. 

Another difficulty followed on the marriage 

question: the Natal Supreme Court in the 
Kulsum Bibi case prohibited the entry into the 
Union of persons whose marriage was  admitted 
to be polygamous. The Mohammedan religion 
permits the existence of plural wives. Gandhi 
protested against this total prohibition. He did 
not ask for the legal recornition of polygamy. 
All he asked for was the admission of plural 
wives already married to Indians domiciled 
in the Union without recognising their legal 
status. 

When Gandhi was informed that no 
assurance could be given by the Minister of 
the Interior that legislation would be introduced 
in the next session of Parliament to validate 
de facto monogamous marriages, he informed 
the Union Government that he was resuming 
passive resistance and that this time women 
were to join in the struggle in protest against 
the Searle judgment. 

Women played a glorious part in lllo 
struggle that followed. Their contribution is 
writ large in the pages of Gandhi's "Autobio- 
graphy" and in the columns of "Indian 
Opinion". This part of our history deserves the 
attention and the interest of scholars and lay 
people alike. I t  was the Transvaal women 
from Tolstoy Farm who were the first women to 
join the Satyagraha movement. They crossed 
the border at Vereeniging and began trading 
without licences. The police refused to arrest 
them. Gandhiji then planned the next effective 
steps. These were two in number: 
( 1 )  To send the Phoenix Settlers to cross the 

Transvaal border without permits, and  
(2) To bring the E3 tax question into the picture. 

The Phoenix party of 16 were arrested and 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment, with 
hard labour, on 23rd September, 1913. 

Five days later Gandhi sent a letter to the 
Secretary for the Interior advising hiin that he 
had decided to ask the indenrured labourers 
to strike against the non-repeal of the £3 tax, 
which Gokhale was  given to understand in 
1912 would be repealed. 

The decision to include the £3 tax question 
in the programme of the Satyagraha movemmt . 



split the Indian comn.mity in Natal: the Natal 
Indian Congress opposed the step and broke 
away from Gundhi. Gandhiji now formed the 
Natal Indian Association on 19th October, 1913. 

The indentured labourers struck work on 
the coal mines of Newcastle. Here they were 
inspired and  encouraged by  women from the 
Transvaal. These women were at last arrested 
and given the same sentence as the Phoenix 
group. 

Soon the number of coal miners on strike 
uraw into hundreds. The question of their 
accommodation and feeding troubled Gandhi 
a great deal. Gundhiii, who was now in New- 
casfle, decided to take this "army" to the Trans- 
vaal and  have them safely deposited in jail. 
This was a colossal undertaking in the year 
1913 which any  leader could be pardoned for 
running away from even today. Over 2,200 
people---.men, women and  children-set out 
from Newcastle, under the leadership . of 
Gandhi, on 28th October, 1913, on the historic 
march which is indelibly imprinted on paper 
and in the minds of some survivors who took 
pcrrt in its qlory and its magnificence. 

Gandhiii was arrested at Volksrust on the 
6th November, but released on bail; re-arrested 
at Standerton and  again released on bail: 
arrested a third time at Greylingstad and sen- 
tenced to nine months' imprisonment. On the 
16th November the 2,00@odd Indians were 
arrested at Balfour and taken by rail to their 
respective spheres of work in Natal. 

By the middle of November the strikes had  
sprmd to the sugar and  other industries. The 
lndian labourers were solidly behind Gandhi. 
In a letter to his father, Senator Marshall 
Campbell, his son, William Camlbell, wrote: 

". . . The men now will not listen to anyone 

but Gundhi or the gun. . ." 
By Natal law the strikers were guilty of criminal 
offences and  liable to be arrested and  punished. 
At various places arrests were made which led 
to conflicts between the strikers and the police. 
The two more serious strikes occurred near 
Mt. Edgecombe and Esperanza. On each of 
these occasions firearms were used by the 
police and  in all 9 Ind~ans  were killed and  25 

wounded. Gundhi had  himself repudiated a l l  
those Indians who resorted to violence. In his 
speech at Verulam before h e  left South Africa; 
Gandhi said of this violence: 

". . . . he  wanted to remind them of this one 
thing, that Victoria County, as also the other 
Districts of Natal, had not been so  free from 
violence on their own p r t  as the Newcastle 
District had been. He did not care that pro- 
vocation had been offered to them or how 
much they had retaliated with their sticks or 
with stones, or had burned the sugar cane- 
that was not Passive Resistance, and,  if he  
had been in their midst, he  would have 
repudiated them entirely and  allowed his 
own head to be  broke:^ rather than permit 
them to use a single stick against their 
opponents. And he  wanted them to believe 
him when he told them that Passive Resist- 
ance pure and  simple was a n  infinitelyfiner : 
weapon than all the sticks and gunpowder 
put together." 

News of the strikes and  disturbances aroused 
widespread resentment in India and the 
Viceroy. Lord Hardinge, called for a commis- 
sion of enquiry into the disturbances. 

The upshot was that the Union Government 
appointed the Indian Inquiry Commission in 
December, 1913, under the chairmanship of Sir 
William Solomon, a judge of the Supreme 
Court, to hold a n  inquiry into the recent distur- 
bances, the causes thereof, the amount of force 
used and  the necessity for this, and  other 
related matters and  to make recommendations. 

Gundhi and other Indians protested against 
the other two commissioners. J. S. Wylie, K.C., 
and  E. Esselen, K.C. They wanted such names 
as Sir James pose-Innes and  W. P. Schreiner 
to be added to the list. They also requested 
that a n  Indian should sit on the Commission 
India was represented by  Sir Benjamin 
Robertson. 

When these demands were re~ected. 
Gandhi planned a new passive resistance 
march on 1st January, 1914. South Africa In 
the new year of 1914 was In further trouble: 
European railway workers had also stru* work 
on the Rand and the Government was  on the 



horns of a dilemma When Gandhl was 
approached by Vere Stent, editor of the 
"Pretoria News", not to revive the strike or the 
passive resistance movement during the rail- 
way strike. Gandhi readily agreed. 

On the .2lst January, 1914, Gandhi wrote 
to the Secretary for the Interior explaining the 
points on which Indians sought relief. Those 
were: 

(i) The repeal of the £3 tax. 
(ii) The marriage question. 
(iii) The Cape entry, question. 
!iv) The O.F.S. question, and 
(v) "an .assurance that the existing laws, 

especially affecting Indians,' will be 
,.administered justly with due regard to 
.vested'rights." . . 

. ~ 

~ ~ n d h i  informed the Government that he 
would not give evidence before the Commis- 
sion. This decision was criticized and not all 
Indians agreed with it.  Gandhi's popularity 
and place towards the end of his stay in South 
Africa cnnnot be. placed as highly as they 
stood before and during but not at the end of 
the great passive resistance struggle in South 
Africa. 

Gandhi was criticised for being partial .. 
towards the better-class.Indians and for cham- , . 
pioning their cause more than the cause of the 
poorer, .Indians. . Hence fhe Natal Indian 
Congresgbroke away from him on the question 
of including the £3 tax, in the Spyagraha move- 
ment. 

. . .. . . . , .  . 
Another grievance 'felt and expressed in 

some, quarters. was that Gandhi preferred to 
work with European advisers and friends than 
with hjs o.wn people. On this point it is inter- 
esting to note that those Europeans who were 
Gandhi~i's loyal friends in the country--men 
such a s  H. S. L. Polak, L. W. Ritch, H. Kqllen- 
bach, Albert West and Miss Sonja Schlesin, 
stood , b y  Gandhi whom !hey respected a s  
a leader. Their loyalty and steadfastness 
proved to be  pillars of great strength for Gandhi 
in his':work in S6uth Africa. Yet this associa- 
tion hhd aroused' a, measure of suspicion which 
only timo rectified. 

. .. , 

The Commiss~,on's .ma.in recommenddtions ' 

were: 
(i) The ab'olid6; of' the £3 tax'in Natal. 
(ii) Provision for the admission into the 

Union, along with .her minor children, 
of one wife in the case. of any Indian 
who was married according to the tenets 
of his religion, outside the Union, pro- 
vided that she was the only wife in the 
country. 

(iii) Appointment of marriage officers to 
solemnise marriages according ' to the 
rites of a n  Indian religion. 

The Union Government introduced the 
Indians Relief Bill, 22/1914, to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Solomon Commission. 
The Bill did n o t  give full satisfaction to the 
Indians. Gandhiji once again took up the 
matter of the shortc'omings from the Indian 
point of view in the. Relief Bill. A series o'f 
letters between Smuts and Gandhi, known as ' ' . 

. , .  
the Smuts-Gcmdhi Agreement, settled these. ,, ^' 

outstanding points. The chief points in this 
Agreement were: certificates of discharge 
would be given t o  all Indians subject to Act 
17/1895, on completion of their indentures; a 
limited number of plural wives and their 
children were to be  permitted to 'join their 
husbands or their fathers in South Africa: South 
African born Indians would be  permitted to 
enter the Cape in small numbers: a limited 
number of educated Indians would be  per- 
mitted to enter the country; passive resistance , , 

offences were not to be deemed to Be criminal 
offences for record purposes. 

The Smuts-Gandhi Agreement marks the 
close of the era of ~ o h a n d a ?  Karamchand 
Gandhi in South Africa. It is not without just 
cause that. South African Indians can claim 
that the Gandhian period in the history of ' 

South Africa, from 1893 to 1914, constitutes a 
grand era of 21 years of positive contribution. 
What of this contribution? Even now, nearly 
fifty years since Gandhiji left the shores of 
South Africa on 20th July, 1914; i t  would be  ' . 
presumptuous to think that the last word ' on 
the great contribution made in this country by 
this outstanding leader has been written or that 
the last force or effect of his guidiilg spiiiiand . . 
counsel have been felt. 



In the multitudinous w a y s  in which this 
great leader modelled a n d  reformed the social, 
ezonomic, religious, educational a n d  political 
structure of the life of Indians in this country, 
~t is not possible here to give the credit that is 
d u e  to the Mahatma for his conscientious a n d  
unrelenting efforts to elevate the spiritual life 
of Indians in South Africa. He strove after 
truth, after justice, after cleanliness, after 
simplicity, after godliness. I t  would need many  
chapters and  many  minds to place these 
achievements in their right place and  propor- 
tion. 

I t  rernains to b e  said that the 24-year-old 
Mohandas Gandhi came out to South Africa in 
1893 without a n y  idea of the task a h e a d  of him 
a n d  without a n y  preparation for it. When h e  
left h e  w a s  45 years old, trained a n d  prepared 
for the exigencies that l ay  ahead  of him in the 
tortuous path that gave  to the world the 
Mahatma: h e  h a d  organised the South African 
Indians in various political units. He had  
pointed out to the Indians that South Africa w a s  
their home a n d  that they should work towards 
finding a place for themselves in this country; 
In this direction h e  h a d  orqanised the Indian 
Ambulance Corps in 1899 a n d  1906. His 
greatest contribution w a s  the conception, 
organisation a n d  practice of Passive Resistance 
or Satyagraha in South Africa. 

When h e  left the shores of South Africa h e  
had  b y  no means solved all the problems of 
that day.  Such a task needed more than a 
life-time of endeavour. If h e  had  not succeeded 
In all, there a r e  gains for which w e  a re  all 
deep  in the Mahatma's debt. W e  need only 
to think of the recommendations of the Solomon 
Commission and  of the terms of the Smuts- 
Gandhi Agreement to recall the extent of our 
qralitude. There remains, too, the living 
lr~onument to his work a n d  ideals in South 
Africa: the Phoenix Settlement whose aims a n d  
cjbiects a r e  of the highest order. 

In September, 1912, Gandhi created a 
Trust of the Phoenix Settlement. The objects 
of the Settlement, a s  outlined in the Trust Deeds, 
were that the settlers were to make  a living b y  
handicraft or agriculture; the Settlement w a s  to 
promote better understanding between Euro- 
peans a n d  Indians in South Africa; it w a s  to 
promote the purity of private life: to establish 

a school; to establish a sanatorium a n d  
hygiene institute. It w a s  to train the settlers 
for the service of humanity, a n d  it w a s  to con- 
duct "Indian Opinion." 

Tis departure did not close the door to a n y  
further agitation for improvements a t  a n y  future 
date. In a letter to Reuter before his departure 
from South Africa, Gandhi wrote: 

". . . I have  assured them (Indians) that the 
present settlement does  not preclude them 
from agitation . . . for the removal of other 
disabilities which the community will still. 
suffer." 

In conclusion, allovr me in summing u p  the 
life a n d  work of Mok cxndas Karamchand 
Gandhi in South Africa, to quote one of hls 
favourite extracts from the Bhagavad Gita, 
which h e  h a d  occasion to make use of first on 
South African soil: 

"Finally, this is better, that one d o  
His own task a s  h e  may ,  even though h e  

fail, 
Than take tasks not his own, though they 

seem good. 
To die performing duty is no ill: 
But who seeks other roads shall wander 

still." 

- 
THE LATE Mr. M. E. LAKHI 

Mr. L.akhi w a s  a great philanthropist. He 
w a s  keenly interested in education a n d  w a s  
responsible, with Mr. Sastri and  others, for the 
ereciion of Sastri College. He w a s  the largesl 
individuc~l contributor to the fund for the bnild- 
ing. 

Mr. L.akhi presented to the Greytown Muni- 
cipality the place where General Louis Bothci 
w a s  born, and in Maritzburg h e  established thc 
L.akhi Ward at the Grey's Hospital. 





"Nits" Journal. The exigency of accommoda- 
tion decided in favour of a mixed school. 

The school was opened on 24th January, 
1956, with a staff of 25 (male and female mem- 
bers). This school holds a unique position in 
the history of Indian secondary education in 
Natal, a s  i t  is the only mixed school offering 
tuition up to Standard X, wiih a highly quali- 
fied Indian female staff (a few hold double 
dwrees). Surely this shculd be a n  eye-opener 
13 the other mixed high schools. 

In 1956 the enrol men:^ were: Boys 621, 
girls 64, Total 685. Of this toial, 178 were in 
Standard VI, 332 in Standard VII and 102 in 
VIII. Standard VI classes huve been discon- 
iinued. 

(e) H. S. DONE PRIMARY SCHOOL: When 
the numbers seeking admission to Standard VII 
at Clairwood High School became "beyond 
control", this primary school ran Standard VII 
classes till such time a s  other high schools 
were ready. In 1959 this primary school trans- 
ferred all Standard VII pupils to the Kathiawad 
and the Orient High Schools respectively, only 
to renew its service in conducting secondary 
classes (Standard VII) in 1960. 

(f)  GREYVlLLE PRIMARY SCHOOL: As 
from February 1960 Standard VII classes have 
c3.il.nonced a s  the accommcda:ion at the high 
schools is at a premium. 

(9) DEPOT ROAD PRIMARY SCHOOL: The 
rc:~larks made for Greyville School apply to 
thls school as well. 

(h) KATHIAWAD GOVERNMENT-AIDED 
INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: This school was 
opened in 1959 with only secondary classes. In 
1950 it was not possible to admit all applicants. 

(i) ORIENT GOVERNMENT-AIDED INDIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL: The remarks made in regard 
to Kathiawad High School hold here as well. 

It will be noticed that this and the Kathia- 
wad a re  the only aided high schools. 
(2) North Coast: 

(a) STANGER INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: On 
3rd August, 1920, a Government school for 
Indians was opened in Stanger. It took a 
period of 22 years from then before the first 
Standard VII class was started in January, 1942: 

From the beginning of 1944 up to the end 
of 1948, those pupils who passed the Junior 
Certificate Examination and who wished to 
proceed to Standard IX went to Sastri College 
or to the Girls' High School. In 1949 this school 
began its senior section. 

(b) TONGAAT INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
Tongaat, unlike Stanger, has  its Indian Schools 
Trust Board to which credit must be given for 
approaching the Education Department in 
regard to secondary education for Indians. The 

Administration agreed to the opening of a 
secondary school and the first Standard VII 
class began in 1945. With the introduction of 
Standard IX in 1950 this institution became a 
high school. 

(c) VERULAM INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
The erection of this s choo~ .was  undertaken by 
the Verulam Indian School Board and was 
completed in 195 1. Actual class work began in 
1952. The Board handed over the entire build- 
ing a s  a gift to the Provincial Administration. 
In 1953 i: received high schoo! status. 

(3) South Coast: 

(a) UMZINTO INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
The school was erected by the Umzinto and 
District Indian Educational Trust; it was 
originally a primary school and  opened on 
22nd January, 1943. 

In 1949 the first secondary clas started, 
with a roll of 26. This school gained the status 
of a hish school in 1951. 

(b) PORT SHEPSTONE INDIAN SECON- 
DARY SCHOOL: This school has been a 
primary institution but a s  from 1960 a Standard 
VII class has begun. 7, 



(a) W 0 0 DL AND S INDIAN HIGH 
SCHOOL: Unlike those at Tongaat, Verulam 
and Umzinto, this school was built by the 
Province, and began a s  the "Indian Higher 
Grade School" on 1st October, 1902. It came 
about when Indian pupils were prohibited from 
attending the "Model School" (European) in 
Pietermaritzburg. 

"The school of those days evidently ccn- 
sisted of one long room divided into three 
classrooms by the use of sliding partitions." 

The Woodlands school is singular in that 
its name has changed four times. Beginning 
a s  the Higher Grade Indian School in 1902, i t  
became the York Road School in 1915. By 
1937 the name was changed to Greytown Road 
Secondary School and later to Woodlands 
Road Secondary School. In 1945 the name 
changed to its present one. 

Enrolment on the first day  in 1902 was 40 
and by the end of the year 74 pupils had been 
admitted to the register. In 1908 there were 
SEVEN boys in Standard VII and they wrote 
that year the "Natal Merit Certificate Examina- 
tion conducted by the Natal Education Depart- 
ment." In 1917 the policy was  adopted of 
restricting admission s3 a s  to admit only thoss 
pupils who had passed Standard 3. From 1920 
uniil 1934 the school catered for classes from 
Standard IV to VII. Since then the admissions 
have gradually been restricted so that in 1960 
11s priincrry classes exist. 

'This school hclds a unique posiiton in 
Nata! in that this was the only institution for 
Indians that offered training in woodwork up 
to Standard VII. In one respect this school is 
parallel to Sastri College: premises had to be 
leased to accommodate secondary classes. In 
the Midlands this school can lay yet another 
claim to fame. The Report for 1918 stated: "In 
the training of . . . teachers a n  attempt has  been 
made to start a continuation class at York Road 
Government School, the qualification for 
entrance being the passing of Standard VI . . ." 

(b) PIETERMARITZBURG INDIAN GIRLS' 
HIlGH SCHOOL: Secondary education for 
Indian girls was offered at Woodlands High 
School. However, various factors proved the 

need for a separate school offering secondary 
education to Indian girls. 

To quote from a report: "As from 1947 
secondary education will be initiated at the 
Pietermaritzburg Indian Girls' High School. 
Starting with a Standard VII that year, a full 
Matriculation course will be available there in 
1950.'' 

(c) GREYTOWN INDIAN SECONDARY 
SCHOOL: It took over half a century from the 
beginning of elementary education in the 
Umvoti District before Standard VII was intro- 
duced. "A new block of five rooms . . . was 
placed at the disposal of the authorities t6 ease 
the pressure in the primary section and make 
room for secondary pupils. Since 1951 this 
school has had secondary classes up to Stan- 
dard VIII, after which level pupils may proceed 
to high schools elsewhere, e.g., thcse in Pieter- 
ni~ritzburg. 

( 5 )  Northern Natal: 

(a) ESTCOURT GOVERNMENT INDIAN 
SEZONDARY SCHOOL: At first there was a 
primary schoc! (in 1899) but it was  temporarily 
closed down cwing to the Anglo-Boer War 
when mcrny Indian families moved south. 

Expansion in industry and grcwth in 
population must inzvi:~bly affect certain facet-, 
of life, e.g., school popula:icn and ihe level cf 
education. So it has bee11 at Estcourt. In 
1958 secondary classes were t-equn. Fcr the 
presant pupilc. wishing to proceed beyond the 
Standsrd VIII !eve1 go to distant high schcols. 

(b) ST. OS\NALD'S HIGH SCHOOL: The 
late Miss Payne Smiih opened a mission school 
know a s  St. Oswald's-this was not the present 
one nor was it  built on the present site. Miss 
Payne Smith's "St. Oswald" School was in a 
mill and no grant was made by the Education 
by the Department, which honoured Miss Payne 
Smith's condition that the name be retained. 
Department. Later the school was taken over 

St. Oswald's then became a Government 
school in the new premises. An Indian depu- 
tation met Mr. Banks (Director of Education) on 
ths eve of his retirement. I t  coincided with the 





One of the main defects of the presenl 
,;.sieln, then, is that the curriculum of Indian 
secondary education is unilinear. Nearly all 
pupils, it has  been pointed out, have at present 
to follow more or less a similar pattern. Such 
a position retards their growth, for it is obvious 
that a n  identical pattern cannot suit all. "A 
broad division can be made of pupils into those 
who have a practical bent of mind, those who 
crre fond of mathematics and  sciences, those 
who are sensitive to one of the fine arts and 
ihcse who have a n  aptitude for the humanities." 

A cursory study of the methods ernployed 
u y  certain enlightened countries might enable 
one to porider the ways whereby the systern 01 
secondary education for Indians in Natal could 
be Improved 

U.S.A.: For those pupils who huve u berlt 
r f i l  a particular subject, there are separate 
~chools  or specialised schools, e.s., Bronx High 
:;chool of Science in New York City, Bostor~ 
Ltrtin School, and Siuyvesant Scl~ool [or 
!dutk:ematic::. The potential rjenill:; is th~ls  
cali?red for. 

Theil there .are the comprehensive high 
schools which oifer "good and appropriate 
cducation, both academic and vocational, for 
all young people within a den~ocratic environ- 
~rle-nt." Such a type of schocl elinlinates the 
::lcrcotyped form cf curriculum. 

Canada: The tendency is growing for the 
adoption of the "6-3-3" system: G years oi 
[jrlrnury schooling, followed by three years in 
the Junior High School, and then three years 
111  the Senior High School. This system pro- 
vides well enouqh for the large majority who 
wlll be I ~ c ~ v i r ~ ~ j  nt the end of the Junior High 
School cilrecr. Tor those wishing to procecd 
ti, University, the Senior High School scrvcs 
L: special purpose. 

England: Here 1s a country with a systern 
of education that caters for every type of pupil, 
thus making it a s  far a s  possible, fit the 
curriculum to the pupil, and not the reverse. For 
those with a bent for the humanities there is 
t11c Grammar School, crttendcd by about 15":, 
of the high schoc! population; rrqc -ir<>up I:? I .  

16 years, (that is 7 years of study). Next there 
is the Secondary Modern School, this type is 
attended by about 70% of the high school 
population and is for the age  group 12 to 15 
years (four-year course). Next there are the 
technical schools and the multilateral schools. 
For pupils who will not be going to University, 
there is every need of preparation for life out- 
side school---these schools ~ r o v i d e  satisfactory 
courses. 

Belgium: For tnose who will be lenvinq 
t the age  of 15, there are the Intermediate 
Schools (aye group 12 - 15 years). Even herr 
the crlurse are differentiated: there are the 
~icnercrl section, the classical section, the prP- 
vocational or applied section, and the p r e ~  
:rqriculturul sectron. In the Secondary Schocls 
[he course lcrsts six years. The first three years 
,Ire devoted to work of a general nature, w h i l ~  
I he second three years are rnennt for advanced 
work. Here there are divisions, e.c3.. Latirl- 
Greek, Latin-Mathematics, etc. 

France: Duririg the first four yenls i l l  

secondary education, the pupil receives general 
education that is direction-finding, viz., aimed 
at discovering the pupil's ability and aptitude. 
The four years are followed by a period of 
specialization. The stages are: 6th, 5th. 4th 
and 3rd standards-period of general educa~ ;  
iion; in [he fourth standard the pupil may take 
Greek or Second Modern Language or Physical 
Science; 2nd, 1st and Terminal standards- 
period of specialisatlor). This completes pre- 
puratiorl ior University cr uny ot&r centre of 
hiijher learning. 

Netherlands: In order to provide education 
to catcr for pupils' aptitudes, intelligence and 
capacity-which vary with individuals -the 
::chool system offer; d~fferent types of schools, 

v~z . ,  Advanced Elemenlary, Gymnasium, 
Modern Secor~dary, Lyceum, and Modern 
Secondary fcr Girls. As there is cr cor~lpulsory 
schoolrns pcrrod, those who will be leaving at 
the end of that per~od attend the Advanced 
Cle~~renlnry Schools the stress is on equ~ppinq 
the pup~ls  to f ~ t  in society more nrnicably. The 
Gynrnos~~lnr r~repcrres thosc who wish to cntcr 
I [il~vr.rzily. 





plan for her, then it is invariably planning for 
her murriage, or, for some years at least, help- 
ing with the domestic chores. Indian business 
establishments very seldom employ Indian 
girls with secondary education. The boy who 
leaves after obtaining the Junior Certificate is 
employed (if employment is found) a s  follows: 
Petrol bowser attendant or clerk or shop assist- 
ant or factory hand or male nurse or driver or 
any other job that cornes his way (even that of 
liewspaper vendor!) so long a s  the income is 
so:ne ssurce of satisfaction. 

Girls leaving in Standard IX try to gain 
udniission to the teacher-training college or i r i  
some cases take up nursing, or do household 
duties. Youths seek employment a s  clerks, 
tactory hands, teachers at platoon schools, ma!e 
nursing, shop assistants. 

There remains the group cl Indiuri boys 
und girls who have completed the Senior Cer- 
tificate requirements. The girl usually has a 
career in mind and n,arriage is not an immed- 
iate or urgent consideration either on her side 
or thui of the parent. Parental ambition for 
the child's Iuture career is serious, being 
modified by fin,~ncial circumstances. If the 
faniily could manage to provide the money for 
a medical career-and here the bread winners 
of the family, other than the parent, also share 
the responsibility-- t h e  girl goes to England or 
lndia or the Medical School of the University 
of Natal. Some sail to England to take up 
lraining in midwifery or to become sister tutors. 

Then there is the girl whose parent, brother 
or sister is in the teaching profession, and she 
also takes up this career. Thirdly there is the 
lndian girl who enrols for a University degree 
(either with the University of South Africa or 
the University of Natal, the former by corres- 
[~ondence). 

Taking the youth, one finds that if he has 
the means, then he studies for one of the usual 
professions-law or medicine or teaching. The 
number is increasing rapidly at the Springfield 
Training College and at the Medical School a s  
well a s  at the University of Natal. Others 
leave to study medicine or law overseas (Eng- 
land or India). If the youth hails Iron1 a wealthy 

fumiiy uninterested in a professional career for 
him, he joins the parent's business. A large 
number of Indian youths in possession of the 
senior certificate have no financial means to 
study for a profession. Such take up clerical 
positions with garages, at factories, in hospitals 
and a few with the Local Health Commission. 
There are some who fill positions a s  locum 
tenens at primary schools a s  well a s  in platoon 
schools. 

Careers in Government Depcrrtments: 

Provincial Hospitals: Posts that are open 

10 Iridians (and other Non-Europeans) are a s  
iollows :-- 

Post Min. Qualificatiori. 

( 1 )  Clerk: Grade I - Junior Certificate. 
(2) Clerk: Grade 11 - ~ -  Junior Certificate 
(3) Clerk: Grade I11 -- Junior Certificate. 
(4) Clerk, Female: Grade I11 ..- J.C. 
(5) Dispensary Assistant -- J.C. 
(6) Medical Technologist: Grade 111 - Matric. 
( 7 )  Stores Assistant: Grade 11 - .  J.C. 
(8) Stores Assistant: Grade 111 - J.C. 
(9) Student Midwife (not registered) - -  J.C. 

(10) Student Female Nurse - J.C. 
( 1  1)  Student Male Nurse - J.C. 
(12) Typist - ~- Junior Certificate. 

South African Police: "Members of the 
Force have to enlist for general police duties 
and are promoted only after passing the pre- 
scribed examination tests for the various ranks, 
no matter what their educational qualifications 
are on enlistment." 

Out 01 a total number (all ruces) of 3,865 
in the Police Force in Natal (for 1958), the total 
number of Indians was 326 (8.4%). The biggest 
number is in Durban and its environs. In 1957 
there were 293 Indian in the Police Force in 
Natal, of which 207 were in the Durban 
Division. 

Whlle the minimum qualification required 
frdm a n  Indian in the Force is Standard IV, 
there are openings for those with secondary 
educations. 









WE THANK 
For the cost of.production of this brochure, w e  a re  indebted to the 

undermentioned, each of whom h a s  sponsored a page  

AMOD BAYAT & CO. -- 47 Church Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
I. S.  CASSIMJEE & CO. - 94 Church Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
ASMALL & SONS, 61 Church Street, Pieterrnaritzburg. 
PADAYACHEE'S - 371 Berg Street, Pieterrnaritzburg. 
BHAGWAN & SONS - 1 Ortman Road, Pietermaritzburg. 
FASHION CENTRE - -- 92 Retief Street, Pietermaritzburq. 
S.  D. PATHER - 51 1 Church Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
ALPHA PHARMACY -- 484 Church Street, Pie:ermaritzburg. 
D. K. SON1 - 76 Church Street, Pietermaritzbur~. 
S. D. CHETTY - 70 Longrnarket Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
MOTA BROS. 91 Retief Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
BOOKHAN BROS. - 490 Church Street, Pie!ermaritzburg. 
RINE'S CARTAGE - 100 Topharn Road, Pietermaritzburg. 
NAIDOO'S SERVICE STATION - 561 Church Street, P.M.Burg. 
A. G. ESSA & SONS - 480 Church Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
CAPITOL FRUIT MARKET - -  102 Relief Sireet, Pietermaritzburg. 
DAVID'S BUTCHERY - 450 Pietermari:~ Street, Pieterrnaritzburg. 
M. H. MOOSA & SONS - 496 Pietermaritz Street, Pietermaritzburg 
KARA NICCI-IA - 470 Church Street, Pietermaritzburg. 
V. K. CARA -- 112 Relief Street, Pieterrnnri:zburq. 
M. I. Bharnjee -- 488 Church S'reet, Fietermar~tzburg. 
YUSUF'S CASH BUTCHERY - - 97 Retief Streei, Pietermaritzburg. 
I. C. DADA - 537 Church Street, Pietermaritzburq. 
RANK RESTAURANT - 101 Retief Street, Pieiermaritzburg. 
NOORGAT WHOLSiILERS - 45 Rotief Sirec', Pietermaritzburg. 
Y. M. RAWAT - 449 Church Skeet, Pieterrnaritzburg. 
SMILES (PTY.) LTD., 82 Church Street, P~etermaritzburg. 
EAST END VJOOD G COAL SUPPLY 1 Retief Street, P.M.Burq. 
GOODWILL TAILOYS (N. M. Naidcd  155 Retief Street. 
MOTIRAM BROS. (Tallcrs) - 452 Churcl, S'rcoi, p.M.B~?rg. 
IDEAL MEAT SUPPLY - 543b Church 51 i -~~- ,  Picicrmaritzburq. 
AMOD M 0 0 3 A  & SONS - 31 C!l~~r:h Sirset, Fisterrncrritzburo. 
P. Y. PADAYACiiEE -- 270a Lorcxnorltat S l r e ~ t ,  P.M.Burg. 
S. R. NAIDOO 6 SONS - 00 Church Sireet, Piatermaritzburg. 
NATAL. TYRE SF3ViCE3 - 138 Fazt S'rect, P~ctermariizburg. 








