


Whoever you are, wherever you may be, come to the bank that puts 

you first. The bank that serves the needs of all the people of South Africa. 

And has done so for more than 150 years. First National Bank. 

First for service, for advice, for caring. First for professionalism, for 

innovation. First for now, first for the future. But always, always, first for you. 



So much for the Academy! What 
about what goes on around us. I would 

EDITORJAL 

--&--;;;;;r 
• like to first address the situation in 

Dance Schools and the Dance Scene 
generally. 

T.P. Naidoo 
Director 

Estd. 1960 
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Ambition, drive and innovation have 
been the driving forces that have in
spired mankind to great heights. No 
endeavour of life, be it science, the 
arts, literature, sport, technology or 
religion can do without innovation. 

The Indian Academy of S.A. has for 
the past 29 years striven to encourage 
excellence in Indian Cultural pur
suits in South Africa. There can be no 
doubt that it has succeeded admirably 
more so in creating an awareness of 
Indian Culture not only amongst the 
Indian people but also amongst all 
South Africans. 

It is also the only organisation that has 
had the courage and vision to innovate 
numerous cultural events. Among 
them 

1. Swami Thyagaraja Music Festivals 
2. Folk Dances of India Competitions 
3. The Nadaraja Awards Festivals 
4. Indian Music Conferences 
5. Festivals of India 

Each and everyone of them have not 
only pioneered but also introduced a 
new degree of excellence of presenta
tion and a unique standard of high 
level production values. Little wonder 
that the Indian Academy of S.A. 
enjoys the enviable reputation of being· 
the 'best in the land' when it comes to 
Indian Cultural presentations. This has 
been no easy road. The credit lies in 
the Academy's core of dedicated mem
bers whose diligence, devotion and 
loyalty are unparalelled in this 
country. 

GOVENDERS 

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING 
WE MANUFACTURE AND REPAIR HYDRAULIC PRESSES, 

RAMS, FORKLIFTS HIGH~UP CRANES, HYDRAULIC 
PUMPS AS WELL AS HONING AND HYDRAULIC 

ENGINEERING 

PHONE 824 - 1300 
P.O. BOX 14704 WADEVILLE 1422 

Our Arengetrams have become a 
national disgrace and particularly so 
on the Natal scene. For the past two 
years, less than 10 percent of those 
who ~ad.,-... '1'Sl8':':tr~~st were 
worthy: o, iJlg.!lthem~eJv~s 'profi-
cient.' To add- imoh:,to•injury these 
students ~Jiave,) . '~r-engetrams' 
then call th~m~l,v.es. ~ates' to un-
suspecting ;'<iUfi, Mf)-tfa.Rts. In India 
it takes about 8 to 10 years of consis
tent study to reach 'Arengetram' 
standard. Here in S.A. we have the 
miracle of two to three year wonders 
having an 'Arengetram'. 

The consequence has been a serious 
falling off in standards of Indian 
Classical Dance. The disease seems to 
have spread to the world of show busi
ness where absolute trash passes off 
for Indian Culture. The song, dance 
and music routines are-but vulgar 
copies from Indian videos, tapes, etc. 

There is a serious need to reassess our 
cultural standards. The House of 
Delegates has large sums of money 
available for Culture Promotion. The 
Directorate for Indian Culture should 
have a bold vision and instead of hand
ing out monies willy nilly to all and 
sundry, the Department should be
come more selective. They should 
commission capable producers, 
artistes, composers and musicians to 
embark on creative assignments. This 
would bring about a refreshing change_ 
both in cultural and artistic standards. 

'What Indian Culture needs desperately 
at the present moment is a refreshing 
burst of creation and excellence not a 
funeral dirge of monotony. 

BENNY GOVENDER 



YOUR SYMBOL OF QUALITY 

You want to be sure your hard-earned money is 
buying the best brand names. Which means you're 
probably buying the Fedfood symbol. Because all the 
brar,ds carrying this symbol are made to the high 
standards of quality, value, freshness and taste as set 
by you, the consumer. 

Anything from purely nutritional products to 
wholesome, pleasurable snacks. It's all there. under 

the same Fedfood symbol. Made with meticulous 
care under strict quality control. And before any 
product reaches the shelves. it is thoroughly 
researched and developed by our highly 
professional people, with the emphasis on both · 
food science and nutrition. 

Next time you shop, look out for the Fedfood 
symbol. Without realising it. you've probably been 
buying it for years. Because you've always 
believed in quality. 

FEDFCDD 
fOOD FOR GROW'TH 

THElou1S\-\i1~r.~.-,n1 GNOl.11' • 890124 



v\Aeggage 6fcom .... 
RAM MAHARAJ - Chairman 

National Hindu Development Trust 

My warmest compliments to Shri T.P. Naidoo and 
the Indian Academy of South Africa on their produc
tion of "The Festival oflndian '89". 

Thi~ excellent programme encompasses all that is 
beautiful in Indian Culture. The most gratifying 
aspect of this "Festival" is that it attempts to weave a 
thread of unity amongst Hindus who constitute over 
80% of the Indian population in South Africa. 

There can be no doubting the dediction of Shri T.P. 
Naidoo to the cause of Indian Culture is South 
Africa. His record is unequalled as a impressario, 
compere, producer, public speaker and organiser. It 
is a commentary of our times that he has never been 
elevated to a position of emmience with in this field. 

This years Festival of India includes a truly 
memorable and compassionate producation of 
"Meera". No one who cherishes spiritual values can 
afford to ignore this wonderful theatrical feast. 
Choreographer and international dancer Shrimathi 
Balasundari Prathalingam has to be complimented 
for establishing new "Indian Cultural" roots in this 
part of the world. 

On behalf of the National Hindu Development Trust 
we congratulate the producer Shri T.P. Naidoo on yet 
another millstone on South African cultural Scene. 

On-Time Stationery & Computer 
Media Supplies 

On-Time Computer Service 
On-Time Printers 

Division of the On-Time Group c.c. 

SUPPLIERS OF: 
Eyel~ne Paper, Console Paper, Lables, Magnetic Media 
Computer Printing, Computer Ribbons.General Printin 

Furniture & Storage Systems, Daisy Wheels, Dat 
General Office Stationery, 

Bursters, Decollators and Shredders 

Telephone: SAMMY NAIDOO 
(01 I) 493-9070/3 

Fax: (01 I) 493-0607 

SUITE D, 5TH FLOOR, PHOENIX - 206 ELOFF S 
corSTEPHENSON STREET,JOHANNESBURG 

PRIVATE BAG xooa, MOTORTOWN 2111 



uUe~~age . ... 
MR G. NAIDOO President 
GERMISTON TAMIL VEDIC SOCIETY 

Once again my Society and I are 
beholden to Shri T.P. Naidoo of the 
Indian Academy of S.A. for presenting 
the Festival of India in the Transvaal. 

involvement in Indian Culture has 
brought widespread benefits not only 
to organisations but also to this coun
try at large. 

some serious problems. We ask our 
followers and devotees to bear with us 
and we will deliver the goods as 
always. 

One of these 'Festivals' is in aid of our 
funds to assist in the building of our 
brand new Siva Soobramoniar Temple 
at Palm Ridge - Transvaal. 

The Germiston Tamil Vedic Society 
has hosted numerous outstanding cul
tural events organised by the lndia.,n 
Academy of · S.A. One of the more 
notable spin offs has been the increas
ing numbers of whites and blacks who 
have shown an interest in Indian Cul
ture.In our difficult complex race em
bittered South Africa that is worthy of 
the highest praise. 

The Germiston Tamil Vedic Society is 
an open Society. Members of the pub
lic are most welcome to inspect our 
books and plans for the new Temple at 
Palm Ridge. 

This is not the first occasion that the 
Indian Academy of S.A. has come to 
the assistance of a Transvaal body. If 
my memory is correct the 'Indian 
Academy' has been assisting Trans
vaalers from the early sixties. 

The Director, Shri T.P. Naidoo is, 
today, perhaps the country's most 
dedicated cultural leader. His total 

Our Temple at Palm Ridge is now 
truly underway. Despite wagging 
tongues and irresponsible thinking we 
can honestly state that we ran into 

May I thank all of you for your gene
rous support. Our heartfelt gratitude 
to Shri T.P. Naidoo and the Indian 
Academy of S.A. for once again hold
ing aloft the banner of Indian Culture 
inS.A. 

I would also like to felicitate 
Shrimathi Balasundari Prathal
ingam on her outstanding Meera. 

HEARD ON 
THE HINDU 

BY-WAYS 

Too much devotion can kill; at least 
that is what a Saivite group in Malaysia 
discovered. They, bathed a young 
RUDRAKSHA seedling that had been 
sent from Hawaii in the traditional 
ablutions of yogurt, ghee, honey, fruit 
ambrosia and rosewater. Despite their 
loving intentions, the tiny tree 
drowned. • •••• 
Shirley Maclaine, Academy Award-
winning actress, New Age author and 
seminar guide, appeared on the Oprah 
Winfrey US TV talk show recently to 
discuss <!the technology of con
sciousness" found in her new book, 
GOING WITHIN. Maclaine concluded 
her appearance with a discussion on 
the Hindu tantric subjects of color 
visualization and uplifting conscious
ness through the chakras. About 
twenty million Americans were watch
ing. 

And in the further adventures of 
American TV, in the new show 
"Quantum Leap" about a future 
scientist jumping from life to life in 
our present, a scene had the scientist's 
holographic partner intoning AUM to 
calm an onery horse. 

••••• 
A four-armed dancing Siva Nataraj 
bronze once again illustrated an ad in a 
computer magazine. The caption read: 
"Now, you don't need an extra pair of 
arms to take full advantage of your 
network." ••••• 
He's a tall vergie. James Donaldson 
stands 7'2", weighs 278 lbs. and plays 
professional basketball for the Dallas 
Mavericks of the National Basketball 
Association. He is a vegetarian. So is 
Cindy New, who won the Montreal 
International Marathon in 1988. 





As long as you've 
gotaLion, 

you've got a friend. 

RIGHTFORD SEARLE-TRIPP MAKIN 7342 



SOUND & MUSIC 
Kista Govender 

Sound (Naadham) is one of the greatest gifts that nature has provided mankind 
with. It prevails throughout the length and breadth of the world in the form of 
music. The word music neither would have come into being nor would it have 
gained immense popularity or demand the world over if nature deprived 
mankind of sound. Therefore, I can bravely say that the basis of all systems of 
music solely depends on sound. Music can never survive without sound. Fur
ther, sound is inseparable from music. 

There are about 64 arts, mentioned in ancient works inclusive of ordinary arts 
and fine arts. Of all the fine arts, such as painting, sculpture, architecture and 
many more put together music is claimed to be the finest of all fine arts. The 
reason is that, in the case of the fine arts like painting, sculpture and architec
ture, nature provided man with plentiful ideas. These include the profuse varie
ty of colours in plant , animal and mineral kingdoms, the rising sun and the 
setting sun, the azure (unclouded) sky, the inspiring colours of the rainbow, the 
deep blue waters of the ocean, the natural formations and numerous landscapes 
of architectural beauty on the hillsides and the fascinating shapes of crystals. 
All these gave him the necessary materials to develop and work upon. But the 
system of music was solely cultivated by the genius of man himself. And for this 
reason above all others, music is entitled to be ranked as the greatest of the fine 
arts. As a matter of clarification I would like to emphasise that all examples I 
have just mentioned are the·visual gifts of nature. But the gift of sound, endow
ed to mankind by nature is abstract. The ear is the only gifted organ to receive 
the sound of music, those which emanates from musical notes. 

For this reason, I suppose, the revered saint and poet Thiruvallavar, wrote the 
famous couplet "Selvaththut Selvam Sevi Selvam - Atchselvam 
Selvaththutkellam Thalai". Meaning: the sense of hearing is the fortunes of all 
fortunes; that fortune (of hearing) is the greatest of fortunes. 

We as artistes and patrons of music should at all times, be grateful to our 
ancestors for their ingenuity in taking unsystematised sounds and thereby 
gradually systematising these sounds into the form of musical notes. 

One such genius was Purandara Dasa of Karnataka State. Realising the impor
tance of teaching music through a sense of graded lessons he composed the 
Svaravali, (groups of notations in varied numbers and combinations) 
Alankarams (rhythm exercises) and Pillaiyar Geethams. For this vast contribu
tion Purandara Dasa is rightly called the Aadhi Guru or the Father of carnatic 
Music. 



The pure new wool suit.· It always 
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Woo/m ark. Your international sytnbo/ of qua/tty. 



An artist's impression of the new Siva Soobramoniar Temple now un er cons rue zon at t new Indian 
area of Palmridge in the Transvaal. Headway despite back breaking problems. God does truimph 

through man's determination and devotion. 

The Indian Academy of S.A. not only 
promotes the various aspects of Indian 
Culture but has also played a leading 
role rn assisting many organisations to 
raise much needed funds for their cul
tural and religious projects. Over the 
years many Institutions have been 
able to raise large sums of money by 
staging top notch cultural programmes 
with the Indian Academy of S.A. 

Some of them who benefitted include: 
1. The New Forderville Hindu Temple 

-- Estcourt. 

SECTION A-A 

2. The Mount Edgecombe Cultural 
Organisation 

3_ Benoni Tamil School Board 
4. Germiston Tamil Vedic Society 
5. Foresthaven Secondary School 
6. Vereeniging Tamil Association 
7. Lenasia Tamil Federation 
8. Port Elizabeth Siva Aalyum and 

many others. 

The many buildings erected by these 
organisations stand as living monu
ments to the dedication of the Indian 
Academy of S.A. in pursuing its philo-

Architects cross section of interior 
looking towards the altar. 

sophy of using Indian Culture to 
improve the quality of life of South 
Africans. 

The Year 1990 will mark: 
a) 130th Anniversary of the coming of 

Indentured Indian Labourers to 
S.A. 

b) 30th Anniversary of the Indian 
Academy of S.A. 

c) 30th Anniversary of the Indian 
Annual. 

It is one of the desires of the Indian 
Academy of S.A. to erect an Indian 
Arts Centre which would promote all 
aspects of Indian Culture thereby 
using Indian Culture as a bridge 
builder among all race groups in this 
country .. Attached to this Centre 
would be a fully fledged theatre avail
able to any group or producer who 
could use the facility to rehearse and 
present theatre productions. 

This would provide a natural growth 
point for theatre and perhaps become 
the cradle of future talents! 
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The Thoroughbred Scotch. 
Prized all over the world, the thoroughbred qualities of 

White Horse have consistently won favour among dis

cerning whisky drinkers since 1742. Discover how the 

finest malt and the purest Scottish water make White 

Horse Whisky stand out from the rest. 

The Thoroughbred of Scotch Whiskies. 

Fine Old scot.ch Whisky- Imported from SCOtland 
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PEOPLE LOOK TO THE CITY FOR THEIR WEALTH, BUT WHAT 

COULD BE RICHER THAN A GOOD SEASON'S HARVEST. 

ln a lifetime spent on the farm there are many great rewards, but few are more 

satisfying than the sight of a glorious harvest at sunset. To see the mielies and 

the golden sunflowers filling the land to overflowing with wholesome abundance. 



Providing that special goodness that goes 

into Sunshine D marganne creating a 

taste that is both delicious and distinctive. 

A taste as fresh as the farm. 

TASTE THE GOODNESS OF THE 



GRAND OPENING 24 AUGUST 1989 

COME FOR THE FUN-STAY FOR THE BARGAINS 
Make a date for something really great. The 
Grand Opening of Chatsworth Centre. Your 
one-stop shopping plaza with savings galore 

in every store! 

Whatever you need - fiilms or footwear, 
fashions or foodstuffs, exercise books or 
entertainment-you'll find them all and much, 

much more at Chatsworth Centre. 

And we've got some really great entertainment 
lined up for the Grand Opening. So come for 

the fun. Stay for the bargains. 

See you there! 

CHATSWORTH 
- cENTRE - . 



"Nectar in Stone" is a video capturing 
the architectural and sculptural beauty 
of some of the world's most beautiful 
temples at Belur, Halebid and 
Somnathpur in India. 

Most South African's who visit India 
hardly ever visit Andhra Pradesh, the 
land of 71 000 000 Telugu speaking 
people. Telugu is the second largest 
regional language in India only pre
ceeded by the Hindi which commands 
the following of over 140 000 000. 
It is in Andhra Pradesh that some of 
the finest and well preserved ancient 
temples can be found. This is an added 
reason why 'Nectar in Stone' would 
prove such a popular attraction 
amongst those who love Indian Cul
ture. 

The project came about when T.P. 
Naidoo, Director of the Indian Aca
demy of S.A., and his wife visited 
Belur at the invitation of cinemato
grapher Jayadeva Reddy. 

"I was astonished to come across this 
ancient temple," says T.P. "To some
body who knows India, the temples 
they seem to remember are those at 
Benares, Konarak and Madurai_ Having 
visited these temples, I suddenly rea
lised that the temple at Belur was not 
only quite different from the others 
but also preserved in a state of near 
perfection. 

"Half jesting, I told Jayadeva Reddy 
that I would like him to join me in 
shooting a documentary. He was keen 
so when we returned home, we spent 
the next week researching not only the 
temple at Belur but also the temples at 
Halebid." 

T.P. was lucky to come across Miss 
Padmini Kolkar, Director of the 
Department of Archeology and Anti
quities, who prepared a thoroughly 
documented background. Shooting 
began in June 1986 and Nihal 
Bannerjee, a distinguished commen
tator, was engaged to handle the 
narration and a young music director, 
Satya Narayana Murthy, provided the 
musical background. 

SPECIAL DANCE ITEMS 
The Temple at Halibad contains out
standing sculptures portraying various 
aspects of Indian Dance. Students 
from the Hyderabad Institute for 
Kuchipudi were chosen to portray an 
intepret the dance poses found on 
the Temple. This became an added 
ingredient in the making of this truly 
magnificent documentary. 

Seen at the launcl, of "Nectar in Stone' in Durban are: 
Top (Lto R) 

Mr & Mrs T P Naidoo. Pel er Roseman, Commercial Director, 
S A Oil Mills and liis wife Sliarm. 

Bottom (L to R): 

Receiving the first copy of "Nectar in Stone' is Prof. Elizabeth 
Sneddon, doyen of S A lhreatre and a parlon of tire Indian 
Academy of S A. The presentation was made by c.apt. Indira 
Clretty. 

OUTSTANDING ARRAY 
"These temples have an outstanding 
array of sculptures of birds, animals 
and floral motifs, in particular at 
Belur," T.P. goes on to say, "whilst 
the temple at Halebid is outstanding 
for its remarkable sculpured poses of 
Indian Dance." 

The carvings are truly remarkable not 
only for their beauty but for their 
state of preservation. As the narrative 
states: "The carvings are to be seen 
with the utmost reverence. Here is a 
feast o f beauty, eloquence and nectar 
in stone. A heritage of dreams 
chiselled into vibrant reality. A re
minder of how devotion results in sub
lime creation." 

STRONG INTEREST 
"This film has evoked a strong interest 
among all those who have an interest 
in Indian culture," says T.P. "because 
it portrays a cameo of something off 
the beaten track." 

T.P. Naidoo is planning other docu
mentary films wbich would be of great 
interest to South Africans. It is hoped 
that some of t hem would be screened 
on the local media especially M-Net 
and SABC-TV. 

To date, over 500 copies have been 
sold and are available at R3S each 
from the Indian Academy of S.A. -
Phone: Ranitha on (031) 400 4759. 
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I MEERA Cast in order of Appearance 

MAIDS 
Page Scherb! * Susan Ne! * Rekha Va/ob 

Carol Morris * Rosemary Rainier * Ka/pana Va/ob 

Meera: Balasundari Prathalingam 
Krishna: Radhika Prathalingam 

Produced 0- Choreographed b.1/: 
Balasundari 

Stage Manager: John lvforris Lighting: Philip Ne) 

BALASUNDARI PRATHALINGAM 

Balasundari is one of those unique women, one does not meet 
every day. She exudes boundless energy and .enthusiasm with 
charm. humour and a charisma that puts her in a league of her 
own. 

She is one of the finest exponents of Bharata Natyam to perform 
in this country. 

Born in Jafna educated and lived in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Studied 
at the world famous college of arts, Kalakshetra in Madras, India. 
She is brilliant dancer. choreographer and singer. Has appeared 
in India, Sri Lanka. Europe and in Australia. Has appeared often 
on T.V. Now resident in Swaziland with her husband. Dr A.W. 
Prathalingam. 

Balasundri features in the ''Festiv/a of India' as ?vfeera • with daughter 
Radika who portrays the part of Krishna in the dance drama 
'Meera' at the Durban City Hall on Sunday, 21st August 1988 

Thereafter, Balasundri and her daughter, Radika willb e seen in 
the 'Festival of India• in a series of classical dances. This is the first 
time South African audiences will be able to see this talented duo. 

SCENE 1 - An Indian village: 

The village girls carrying garlands of flowers, wend their way to the Temple of Krishna, to offer their 
morning prayers. They have however. first completed their chores. 

SCENE 2 - The Palace Gardens 

Meera is escorted into the gardens by her maidens. Together they admire the beauty of nature, and 
gleefully watch the strutting of the peacocks, the leaping deer. the majestic elephants and the humorous 

monkeys. They then play an ancient ball game. 

SCENE 3 - The Dream 

Meera's companions are perturbed at seeing her in a malancholy mood. They question her about it and 
discover that she is entrananced with the Lord Krishna. Unable to cope with this they suggest that she 
sleeps, during which she dreams that the Lord has appeared before her. Awaking. she joyfully tells her 
companions of her dream. 

SCENE 4 - Krishna's Brithday 

The girls decorate the streets for Krishna Jayanthi (Lord Krishna's Birthday) and dance a traditional 
folk-dance, the Manjeer Garba, to celebrate it. 

SCENE 5 - The Temple of Krishna 

Untradtionally, Meera goes alone to the Temple of Krishna and pleads with the Lord to accept her. 
Krishna blesses her and accepts her and they dance together in ecstasy. The girls witnessing this realise 
that Meera has attained her desire of mystical and divine union with the Lord, and worship them by danc
ing in the Temple. 



Before Mercedes-Benz 
apprentices build a car they 

build a locomotive. 

There is a perception that 
cars are assembled by robots. By 
space-tech machinery that never 
falters, never has a headache, 
never commits an error. 

In this Utopia, owners 
would be delivered immaculate, 
faultless cars. Untouched, and 
the implication being, unsullied 
by human hand. 

It simply isn't so. 
. The human eye, hand and 

mind are still crucial in the 
assembling of cars. The more 
accomplished those eyes, hands 
and minds, the better the 
finished product. 

Consequently, Mercedes
Benz have set apart 2 940 square 
metres at their assembly plant for 
the training of young men in the 
required artS. 

Each year 40 or so enter 
this academy of the automobile. 

Four years later they leave, free to 
ply their various trades. They are 
not obliged to remain within the 
Mercedes-Benz fraternity. Many 
of them do. 

These young men are 
throwbacks in terms of crafts
manship. If computers and robots 
were to disaprear overnight, 
they could bi.illd by hand a 
Mercedes-Benz car. 

In much the same way as 



they built this locomotive. 
It is a 10: 1 scale model of 

a London Midlands & Scottish 
shunting locomotive. 

A group of apprentice 
toohnakers and fitters and 
turners from the Class of '85 
consnucted it as an extramural 
project. 

From the engine to the 
track, every intricate piece was 
individually made. 

Such discipline and skill is 
highly prized by Mercedes-Benz. 

A century ago, Mercedes
Benz cars were put together with 
crude equipment and-caring 
hands. 

No longer are instruments 
crude, but Mercedes-Benz will 
make every attempt to ensure 
the hands of1989 are equally 
caring. 

Not because you will 

notice the handiwork of crafts
men in your Mercedes-Benz. 
But b~cause you would notice 
were 1t not there. 

Mercedes-Benz. 
Engineered like no other 

car in the world. 
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GERARD RAYMOND 
captures the behind-the scenes drama 

when Peter Brook assembled a 
dazzling international star-cast to stage 

an evergreen epic. 

The British Theatre genius Peter Brook 
and the famed French screenwriter 
and playwright Jean-Claude Carriere 
were first introduced to the fascinating 
stories of India's national epic, "The 
Mahabharata", by Philippe Lavastine, 
a French Sanskrit scholar. At three 
.o'clock one morning in January 1975 
after a long story-telling session, Brook 
and Carriere, who had just opened 
their own theatre in Paris, made a 
commitment. In Brooks' words; "We 
would find a way of bringing this 
material into our world and sharing 
these stories with an audience in the 
West". Having decided that they 
would make it only when they were 

ready and that it will be as long as it 
need be, they worked for a decade on 
this project which eventually opened 
as a nine hour production in French in 
a quarry in Southern France in 1985. 
An English version written by Brook 
was launched, a year later, on a spec
tacular world tour which has so far 
included highly acclaimed and ex
tremely successful runs on both coasts 
of the U.S. and an engagement in 
Australia. 

~ •~e. Mahabharata" is an 18 volume 
Sanskrit poem which dates back over 
five thousand years. The central saga 
of the poem deals with the bitter 
struggle for dominance of the world 
between the five Pandava brothers and 
their rival cousins, the Kauravas. Over 
the years the stories, the names and 
the philosophies of this work have 
become the very backbone of Indian 

culture and Hindu civilization. Whfle 
individual stories and episodes have 
always been a part of Indian theatre, 
dance and songs, no one had ever 
attempted to dramatize this colossal 
work in its entirety before. Carriere 
began the daunting task of adapting it 
to the theatre from the point of view 
of the story-teller. Indeed this is how 
the epic itself had been passed through 
the generations in the first place. "It 
was as if we couldn't read", said 
Carriere, "as if we were somewhere in 
a village in India, listening to wonder
ful stories that we had never heard 
before". This is a quality that is re
tained in the version that reached tpe 
stage as well. Two years after he began 
work on "The Mahabharata",.Carriere 
wrote a first draft, based entirely on 
the stories he had heard. Only after 
that did he begin reading the poem, a 
project which took him a full year. 
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Sloi: brewed,extra matured 
cause quality takes time' 
















