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FORWARD 
Before the publication of this booklet, no truly objective history of 
Inkatha and the political process whereby Gatsha Buthelezi has 
entered the realm of confrontation politics,'has existed. 

Previously, the only sources for reference have been the adulatory 
reporting of the English and foreign press and the equally sycho
phantic writings of Buthelezi's official biographer , Temkin. 

With this booklet, we hope to set the record straight. And in so do
ing, cut between the dense foliage of rhetoric and posturing, to 
finally spotlight the truth ( exposed) of Buthelezi and Inkatha. 

This booklet prepared and written by Brendan J . Will mer, 921 Colonial Mutual 
Building, 330 West St., Durban, 4001. 
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BUTHELEZI - Background Profile 

As a member of the Zulu royal family and an hereditary premier, 
Buthelezi was thrust from an early age into the political world. At 
Adams Mission, where he received his secondary schooling, he 
came to know Joshua Nkomo and Herbert Chitepo who, amongst 
others, were to become militant African nationalists. As a student 
at Fort Hare university college, Buthelezi was an active ANC 
Youth League member and was well acquainted with the now de
ceased Robert Subukwe, leader of the the Pan African Congress. 
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and others of the subsequently 
banned African National Congress, w~re also prominent among 
his associates. 

Having graduated from university, Buthelezi was, by 1954, ready 
to assume the role of responsibility for which he had been prepared 
---:- the premiership of the Zulus. As first cousin of King Cyprian, 
Gatsha Buthelezi came to hold the position of the first adviser to 
the King. Writing to Buthelezi after he had successfully organised 
the first Zulu National Day celebrations, Jordan Ngubane, then a 
noted Zulu journalist, stated: 

"Now that you manage affairs, I realize that one of our 
noblest dreams is coming true .. . We are going to co-ordinate 
the thinking and activities of the entire community and once 
more employ all our resources for our own good as a people." 

But Ngubane also warned Buthele;zi with these words: 
"I know you are going to make enemies; you will be mis
understood. And you might even find yourself disgraced. 
That is the lot of those who build the new Africa."1 

In October 1954, Buthelezi had his first public encounter with the 
South African Government. Buthelezi was one of four Blacks to 
address a conference of Natal chiefs held in the Nongoma district 
which had been called by Dr. Verwoerd, then Minister of Native 
Affairs. Ben Temkin, Buthelezi's biographer , has remarked that 
this indaba marked the entry of Gatsha Buthelezi onto the public 

' Ben Temkin, Gatsha Buthelezi- Zulu Statesman, (Cape Town, 1976) p.49. In 
an address to the Inkatha National Council in June 1980, N gubane, a former AN C 
exile for 19 years and now a key adviser to Buthelezi, said Inkatha should create a 
situation which would compel Whites to accept majority rule. (Natal Mercury, 
June 20, 1980.) 
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political scene in a forceful and dramatic way. His words to the 
Government representative were among the most outspoken yet 
made from someone working within the government system and 
indicated the problems he was going to present to it.1 

Following the Sharpville and Langa riots of 1960, both the ANC 
and PAC were banned. Oliver Tambo, a close friend of Buthelezi 
and a prominent ANC leader, fled South Africa. When Buthelezi 
addressed the Natal Convention early in 1961, he surprised many 
with his assertive and outspoken manner and prompted many ex
ANC members to feel that he was their 'man' to continue the so
called liberation struggle. 3 As Buthelezi himself said in a speech in 
Soweto on January 29, 1978: 

"We owe it to the founding fathers of the ANC now banned, 
and to their successors, some deceased, some exiled, and 
some incarcerated, to uphold the tradition of this titanic 
struggle for liberation."4 

Between 1961 and 1964, the Government dealt vigorously with the 
many acts of sabotage which were planned and perpetrated and 
rounded up the remaining Black radical leaders, amongst these -
Nelson Mandela. 

With the virtual wiping out of the radical Black opposition, the role 
of Buthelezi became more important. Simultaneously, it became 
important to the authorities that he be made to toe the line. An 
example of the Government's stem line was the meeting of the 
Zulu tribe addressed by the Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner for 
Natal , T. Coetzer, in January 1967. Coetzer reproached Buthelezi 
for not being sufficiently co-operative with the Government and 
said: 

"There are people who want to come to the White man's par
liament." The Whites did not want this because "in SO yean" 
time all the people in the parliament would be Black. Whites 
would be ruled by Blacks. When one people rule another 
there is trouble. 

2 Temkin, p.54 
' Temkin, p.83 
• M. Gatsha Buthelezi, Power is Ours , (New York, 1979), p.165 
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Coetzer then told the tribesmen that they had a duty to take care of 
their Chief and and keep him on the road so that he would walk 
with the Government.5 

On June 11, 1970, Buthelezi was inaugurated as Chief Executive 
Officer of the newly created Zulu Territorial Authority. His new 
capacity thrust him forcefully onto the national stage and as the 
seventies unfolded , his position and role became more and more 
prominent.' His new elevated situation also brought with it the 
prospect of extensive overseas travels and contacts. In 1971, for in
stance, Buthelezi made three trips abroad - two to Europe and 
one to the United States. 

· Profile of a Liberation Movement: lnkatha 

When in May 1975, Buthelezi announced the revival of Inkatha 
Yenkululeko ye Sizwe. he said: 

"After a period of more than five years of operating within 
the framework of policy, we have decided to get out of the 
defensive and reactive roles. We have decided to mobilize 
ourselves by reviving our National Cultural Liberation 
Movement.'" 

Basically, the revival of Inkatha was motivated by two mutually re
inforcing objectives: 

1. To aggrandise Buthelezi's position as the undisputed 

• Temkin, p.107 
' Veteran liberal Alan Paton said of Buthelezi's new position: "Chief Gatsha will 
be no stooge. Of that I am certain ." (Rand Daily Mail, June 10, 1970) 
1 Temkin, p.333 . 
lnkatha ka Zulu was first formed in 1928 by Buthelezi's uncle, King Solomon, in 
order to restore and promote Zulu national consciousness and pride. However, 
by _1933, when Prince Mshiyeni became regent, Inkatha was in a moribund state, 
owmg to, amongst other things, embezzlement of funds. 
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