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The Soviet Threat to Southern Africa 
"A great deal has been said and 

written over the last decade about 
the mineral resources war. If one 
wants to find the origins of this 
struggle, one must delve deep into 
Soviet doctrine, even as far back 
as Lenin. He believed that, by 
wrenching the colonial empires 
from the West, the collapse of 
capitalism would inevitably fol
low. Once the West was robbed 
of the investment possibilities and 
resources of the colonies , the 
capitalist countries would have to 

compete with each other for the remaining resources, leading 
to conflicts within their own ranks and the consequent col
lapse of their system. 

The Soviet Threat to Africa 
South Africa's Ambassador to the United States, Dr 

Brand Fourie, outlines the Soviet threat to Africa and 
particularly Southern Africa. The article notes the long
standing Soviet doctrine of global placement in order to 
deny the economic and naturaJ resources of developing 
countries to the US and Western Europe. Moscow was 
especially successful in implementing this strategy during 
the 1970s, when it gained strategic footholds in the Hom 
of Africa and in Angola and Mozambique. In each of the 
three areas, the USSR gained its entre through the use of 
proxy forces, such as the Cubans and East Germans, and 
the supply of military hardware to client Marxist leader
ships. 

The article also highlights the USSR's real interest in 
Southern Africa: the vast mineraJ resources of the region, 
on which the US and Western Europe are heavily depen
dent. A cut-off in mineral supplies from Southern Africa 
would seriously jeopardize the national security and 
industrial bases of the US, Western Europe and Japan. 
Finally, Dr Fourie notes that the Soviet Union's doctrinal 
strategy is implemented largely through the encourage
ment of confrontations between neighboring states. This 
approach is very clear in respect of Southern Africa. 

The Soviet Threat to Southem Africa is extracted from 
a speech given by the Ambassador to the District of 
Columbia Bar, Washington, D.C., on January 27, 1983. 

" ... Over the past decade, the Soviet Union has concen
trated very heavily on Africa. Why? 

' ' In this connection, I wish to refer most specifically to 
Southern Africa. Regional countries particularly rich in min
eral resources are South Africa, Zaire, Zambia and South 
West Africa/Namibia. Indeed, this part of the world is often 
referred to as the 'Persian Gulf of Minerals. · 

' 'It is interesting to note that, of the 13 most important 
minerals, more than half of the world's reserves are found in 
Southern Africa and the Soviet Union. Of the first six. more 
than half the reserves are in Southern Africa: 

Platinum group metals . ....... . . ... . 86% 
Manganese ore ... . . . .. . . . . . . .... . . . 53% 
Chrome ore .. . . . . . ... . . ... . . . .... .. 95% 
Diamonds . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . . . . .... . . 83% 
Vermiculite . . . .. .. . ...... . . . ... . .. . 60% 
Fluor Spar . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 49% 

Destabilization in Africa 
Mr Louis NeJ, a National Party Member of Parliament 

in South Africa, lists eight major destabilizing factors in 
respect of Africa and Southern Africa. 

The first five factors center on: 
(I) the continent's rapid population growth rate which 
has caused imbaJances in job opportunities, education, 
health services, etc.; (2) political instability deriving 
from ethnic diversity and divisions; (3) traditional sys
tems of agricultural and socialist theories; (4) hostility 
toward South Africa; and, (5) a general lack of industrial 
and technologicaJ skiU. 
The remaining three destabilizing factors come from the 

outside: 
(6) the Soviet tendency of expansionism and imperial
ism; (7) armed conflicts and terrorist movements sup
ported by communist leaderships; and, (8) the reluc
tance by the West to promote closer economic ties with 
African countries. 
Mr Nel then lists the various ways South Africa coop

erates with its neighbors, gh:ing lie to the current allegation 
that Pretoria is implementing a destabilii:ation campaign 
against its African neighbofs. 

The article is an abridged version of an address Mr Nel 
delivered in Munich, West Germany, to the Hanns-Seidel
Stiftung's symposium on lntemationaJ Policy and Strategy 
in November 1982. 
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.. Sou1h Africa ranks as number one in the Western world 
in respec1 to these seven minerals. It has 93% of the man
ganese reserves in the West and over 50% of1he tolal world's 
;eserves: platinum group metals 78% and 86%; chrome ore 
65% and 95%; vanadium 62-65% and 34-35%. 

''When talking about reserves. particularly in Africa. ii is 
important to consider the 1hreads which allow an economy 
or an industry to function- such as financial incen1ives. lax 
policy. transportation infras1ruc1ure. communications, etc. 

"South Africa is by far number one in 1his field . A substantial 
part of the mineral exports of the other three major Southern 
African producers can presently not reach world markets 
without using South Africa ·s transport infrastructure. 

"Over the past decade. Southern Africa has been suscep
tible to interference in its affairs by powers whose initiatives 
are not vulnerable to law. religion. collective demands for 
human rights. much less a press disposed to questioning 
national directions. 

"The Eas1 German. Cuban and Soviet presences in states 
bordering South Africa. therefore, are a source of concern to 
the South African Government. We have a desire to get on 
well with our neighbors. to cooperate with them in the eco
nomic sphere and in every other appropriate way. We have 
little to gain from confronta1ion and we seek to avoid any not 
thrust upon us. It is. however. in the interest of the Soviet 
Union to create confrontations and to keep 'the pot boiling.· 
Let me briefly examine how Moscow does this. 

" The Soviet Union' s Africa policy changed dramatically 
in the 1970s. The change flowed partially from the USSR's 
assertion of superpower status in the late I 960s. as well as 
its claim to have global interests which required correspon
dent military and naval strength to protect those interests, 
wherever they might be. 

"In the 1970s, Soviet aspirations in Africa were assisted 
by certain developments on the continent, for example: 

"(i) An increase in inter-state conflicts, such as that between 
Ethiopia and Somalia. While Moscow initially supported 
Somalia and gained port facilities at Berbera. it switched 
in 1977 to Ethiopia, where it began progressively to estab
lish itself through Cuban proxies and the establishment of 
a Marxist economy. 

"(ii) Moscow seized the opportunity offered by the chaos 
left in Angola as the Portuguese withdrew in the mid- I 970s. 
Here again , the USSR ·s position has been bolstered over 
the past seven years by Cuban troops and East German 
security personnel. 

"(iii) While. at one stage, Moscow wooed Egypt, it sub
sequently has supported and strengthened Libya in the 
latter's conflicts with Egypt . In many respects, Libya under 
Qadhafi has become a leading Soviet ally in its constant 
efforts to undermine moderate leaderships. 

"(iv) Southern Africa, for obvious reasons, has received 
increasing attention from the Soviets in recent years. The 
Soviet Union was the main supplier of weapons to the 
Angolan MPLA during its war against Portugal. Moscow 
has continued that role until today. It also became the main 
hardware supplier to Mozambique in the mid-1970s. At the 
same time, it has stepped up its active military assistance 
to SWAPO (South West Africa People·s Organization), 
aiding the latter's terrorist attacks on South West Africa/ 
Namibia. By retaining the Cubans in Angola, Moscow hopes 

10 prevent a peaceful settlement of the Namibian problem 
and to keep the area in turmoil. 

"(v) ln the former Rhodesia. now Zimbabwe. the Soviet 
Union supported the Patriotic Front under Joshua Nkomo. 
Moscow is now attempting to cultivate Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe. 

"By the end of the 1970s. Moscow had e.;; tablished an 
impressive military presence in the Horn of Afri-:a and South
ern Africa in support of Marxist-types states on whose leaders 
it could rely to support Soviet policy in forum~ such as the 
OAU and UN. Moreover. it could use such wnes to desta
bilize. through Marxist-type policies, the econo mies within 
the greater region. 

Soviets Losing Minerals Self-Sufficiency 

"According to the US Bureau of Mines. the S .,, iets in !975 
depended on imports for only six major mineral :0111mod1t;cs. 
At that time. the Soviet Union was wholly se.--suflkicnt in 
respect of 21 major minerals. 

··During the past few years. however. the 3ovich hav..: 
become less self-sufficient and. according 10 ::, -me ex perts. 
are moving rapidly from self-sufficiency to i! ,,por; depen
dency. This trend has added a new dimension 1, , Soviet srrnt
egy. It is no longer a case of denying resourcer to the West 
simply to weaken it. The Soviet Union now ha,, n st r.itcgic . 
long-term military interest in competing with the We t for 
mineral resources in Africa and other Third World countric:, .. 

' 'The USSR ·s foreign exchange resources. though s~:b
stantial. are becoming insufficient to buy its requiremen; •~ i11 
world markets. ln this regard, it is important to bear in wind 
that Moscow's military, para-military and politica i v..:nturcs 
are costing it a lot of money. Furthermore, such costs are 
recurring. For example, it is estimated that over $6 billion 
will have to be made available during the current year, with 
over half of that amount going to Cuba. Hence a stepping up 
of the USSR's efforts to secure its requirements by other 
means. The first step is to bring about some kind of political 
alignment, backed, if necessary, by military strength albeit 
preferably through surrogates, and thereafter tying the con
cerned countries economically to the Soviet-led Council for 
Economic Mutual Assistance (CEMA). 

"It is important not to overlook the fact that the Soviet 
thrust into Africa in the 1970s occurred during the so-called 
period of dereme. It was inherent in the Soviet approach that 
detente in East-West relations did not, and even now does 
not, imply any slackening in the struggle to advance the 
socialist cause in the Third World through the use of indirect 
military and economic penetration. This was done, particu
larly if it could be assumed that action in a specific country 
would not lead to intervention by the West in a ny dramatic 
or forceful way. The best example of such action was the 
Soviet-Cuban intervention in Angola. 

Relevancy of African Soviet Threat to U.S. 

" What does all this mean to the West and the US in par
ticular? What will be the effect if the Persian Gulf of miner
als-Southern Africa-falls into the hands of Moscow sym
pathizers or is cut-off by the Soviet Union? 

"At present, the US defense industry's operations and the 
economic viability of the country rest on the importation of 
just over 20 non-fuel minerals. The US is more than 90% 



dependent on 13 minerals, the most important of which arc: 
chrome, cobalt. manganese . tantalum . platinum group met
als. ll is also. to a critical c•xtcnt. de pendent on a further 13 
minerals. 

··If US access to reliable foreign suppli..:s of minerals were 
cut-oIT. the American ability 10 produce tanks . bombers, 
missiles, jet engines. machines. tool$, c.:omputers. even tele
visions would be seriously nffcctcd. 

" In this connection. I would like to quote from a recent 
article wriuen by Mr James Santini, former Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Mines and Mining of the House Committee 
on Interior and Insular Affairs. 

" · . .. Americans hnvc suffered through-and survived
two major oil crises in the past decade. However. few people 
recognize a potential crisis in another resource area-strategic 
and critical minerals. A sevt.:re shortage of minerals. caused 
b• :.i c11t-off from suppl} ,o.. -~,.. would have more far-rcach
inl! con:;equenc.:cs li.ir th:: :.i."> th:in did the oil shortages of the 
!970s. 

"'Americ:-:ns toda~ 1:1h· (.lcvc' '>pc,J :1 'store shelf' men
tality .. t..:!e, 1-;ic.· . ,imply p1:, ,·f:-:,-c; from an appliance 
s tor-.:. <til au,o n. , .1..: from the 1,,c..i dlaler with the least 
, r..'. ,,vc ... _.;, •~1e. and fon:' ;,0;1: .he downtown grocery. 

i ,,rg . · ;n i~ · , r,,:, lh.,i :· ; !•• , ~-., ,,ems began with basic 
·.•iat:• ·, ,mu , \, m:•l. ,'.".' :•,ll minerals. there would 
~ r:t· · ider, .. ,.,.· . l lt;:1 _. , !Y production. no transport 
,·.-.u; . or c, ·H,· .,11ic,~ ? , :(L l ;-!~~ and no \vcaponry for 

-.ui<' · dcfc . ~- · :1ch ', \:ri<·ans use for various pur-
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poses an average of 41 ,000 pounds of minerals per person . 
Over four billion tons of new minerals are needed annually 
to sustain the US cnconomy. · 

..... The industrial countries, as well as the private sectors 
in those countries, are aware of this lurking danger. In 
November 1982, for example, a rare metal s toc kpiling sym
posium was organized in Tokyo. From what was said there. 
it appears that the current Japanese plan to establish a national 
s tockpile of 11 rare metals over the period 1983-87 is s till 
very much in the planning stages. 

"I believe there is a better. and more practical, way for the 
industrial countries of the West to ensure the uninterrupted 
supply of strategic minerals at normal market rates. In our 
competitive world, it is essential not only to be able to acquire 
these minerals but to obtain them al prices which will not 
place their industries at a competitive disadvantage. 

" It will not suffice to deal with the sympto ms of the prob
lem-the problem itself must be eliminated. This can be done. 
firstly. by curbing and thereaft er reducing Soviet influence in 
s trategic areas. This would require a concerted and sustained 
effort , in the economic and diplomatic fields. lo convince the 
countries in the region of the dangers of getting their econo
mies ensnared in the Soviet system and of the ruinous eco
nomic effects of surrogate forces within their borders. The 
removal o f such forces would be a major contribution to the 
creation of tranquility and security in Southern Africa. Such 
a development would indeed be an insurance policy for lead
erships wanting reliable sources of strategic minerals .·• 

Factors Underlining Destabilization 
" ... In recent times various 

assertions of destabilizing South
ern Africa have been levelled 
against South Africa. South Africa 
has denied these allegations. The 
exact opposite of these allega
tions seems to be nearer the truth. 

" It must be clearly understood 
that South Africa's primary con
cerns in Southern Africa relate to 
political and economic stabili ty 
and development. The destabili
zation of the sub-continent cannot 
be in South Africa ·s interest. South 

Africa is indeed the most prominent stabilizing factor on the 
sub-continent of Africa. 

" The instability experienced in Southern Africa at present 
is being caused by two different categories of factors . First , 
there are certain built-in destabilizing factors and, second, 
there are other externally-imposed influences with a s trong 
destabilizing effect. 

Five Destabilizing Factors 
"Five man-made or built-in destabilizing factors in South

ern Africa can be listed: 

• "The rate of population increase of 2. 7% per year which 
will double the population in 26 years contributes greatly to 
the destabilization of the region. This increase has caused an 
imbalance in the popular demand for education, health ser
vices. housing. employment and strains the limited resources 
of the states. 

• "The above contributes to the political instability of 
several countries in the region. Ethnic diversity a nd divisions 
have also very often fuelled power struggles and instability. 

• "Traditional syste ms. such as the communa l lnnd tenure 
system, coupled with the determination o f some Black lead
ers within the region to pursue socialist theo ry have become 
serious obstacles to economic progress. 

• "Those neighboring s tates which maintain an attitude of 
political hostil ity towards South Africa can attribute pan of 
their poor performances to this attitude. 

• "Apart from the lack of skills and illiteracy among ma ny 
Black people, the lack of an industrial awareness amonl! 
several African leaders and an unwillingness to acknowlcdg: 
that true independence entails accepting full responsibili1 r 
for one's own act ions instead of putting the blame for all 
shortcomings on e xternal factors have retarded development 
in our sub-continent. 

.. Apart from the aforementioned built-in destabilizing factor:-. 
there further externally-imposed factors could be mentioned: 
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Soviet Role in Africa 
• "Soviet expansionism and imperialism. 
• .. Armed conflicts within the region between Black peo

ple of different ethnic origins are causes of tension and insta
bility. Terrorist movements like the ANC (African National 
Congress) and SWAPO (South West Africa People's Orga
nization) have an effective destabilizing effect on the countries 
in which they arc based. If countries provide facilities for 
armed terrorists acting against neighboring states it is not 
surprising if their own internal opponents think that the use 
of violence for political ends is condoned. 

• " Western attitudes have not always been helpful in sta
bilizing the sub-continent. While anxiously demonstrating to 
Black states that they are on their side in fighting ·apartheid" 
in South Africa. the Western powers have done nothing to 
promote closer economic ties between Black states of the 
region and South Africa which would have done more to 
promote economic progress than handouts of financial aid. 

South Africa-The Stabilizer 
'' It is important to realize that the single most important 

stabilizing factor in Southern Africa has been and will con
tinue to be the Republic of South Africa. There are nine 
reasons for this statement. 

" Food. South Africa has become a substantial exporter of 
food at reasonable prices. According to the magazine African 
Business (1980), Botswana. Lesotho and Swaziland until 
recently were South Africa's sole African food export outlets. 
T oday, its Black African customers include Zambia. which 
has ordered 250,000 tons of maize and Mozambique (150,000 
tons of maize and 50,000 tons of wheat). Kenya is taking 
128.000 tons (via Mozambique). Zimbabwe is buying 200.000 
tons this year. Zaire, Malawi and Angola, the Ivory Coast. 
Mauritius and Tanzania are reportedly amongst Africa ·s grain 
purchasers .. . • 

"Transport. South Africa is linked by air, road and rail to 
all neighboring states. 

"About 70% of Zambia's rail cargo moves through South 
Africa, half of this being mineral exports. At least 60% of 
Malawi's exports go through South Africa. much of it by 
road. Zaire imports petroleum products and exports copper 
through South African harbors. The decision by the South 
African Transport Services to help the Mozambique railway 
administration with the doubling of track capacity between 
Komatipoort and Maputo is a good example of growing trans
port cooperation. 

" Labor. Inter-territorial contract labor agreements repre
sent the oldest form of cooperation in Southern Africa. 

" Presently, the South African economy directly employs 
301,700 foreign Blacks from neighboring countries. The 
amounts sent back to their countries of origin may be in the 
region of $300 million in respect of 1980. 

" The advantage of foreign workers employed in South 
Africa is of a two-fold nature: firstly, income earned is freely 
transferable to their countries of origin and, secondly, skills 
are acquired during their stay in South Africa which in turn 
could be put to good use when returning home. 

"ffealt.h, Annually millions of doses of vaccine against 42 
different diseases are sent by the Onderstepoort Veterinary 
Research Ins titute in South Africa to Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi Mauritius, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Many 
countri;s also send specimens for diagnosis by the institute. 

"South Africa is a prominent mc~bcr t,r 1 .: Inter-territorial 

F t-and-Mouth Advisory Commlltcc .111,. has been active 00, . . 
together with other states in the _region 1.1 -:ombating foot-

d-mouth epidemics in other Afncan stat<.:\. 
an h Af · c · · "Scientific Research. The Soul nc:m ouncil for Sci-
entific and Industrial Research (CSI~) and th-: South African 
Bureau of Standards (SABS) provide ,ICI'. 1,pr~ services to 
other Southern African states. The CSIR ~ Pl,IJ0r contribu
tion is in the fie ld of personnel research . .idaptability and 
intelligence tests. mechanical engineering l11r the mining 
industry and in water research. . . 

"The SABS is in the forefront of standanllzauon and the 
formulation of specifications in Southern Africa and its assis
tance is frequently sought by neighboring stale'-. 

··Neighboring states send missions to South ,\frica to gain 
information on the quali ty control of produci:-; and Bureau 
officials in turn make trips to these states to gi,.-e advice and 
carry out tests and inspections. . _ 

" Water and Power Projects. Cooperation C'.•sts [,ctwccn 
South Africa and its neighboring states concen ·ng wa,cr and 
power supplies. The most spectacular of these Projct.:t ~ i~ thi: 
S405 million Cabora Bassa project on the Zan ~c~i Ri,:l.'r in 
Mozambique. as well as the Ruacana and Cal . q111.: project 
on the Kunene River bordering Angola and Soul ",·,t \ f-ica 
Namibia. Regional conflicts and tensions prcv, i, th1.. r.-op~·r 
usage of these projects to the detriment of a gr. t p,,,·, nt ti,, 
sub-continent. 

··Because water is a scarce resource in Sm 'hem Afric:1. 
the Republic of South Africa has regular con1;• -' ,, ;111 neigh
boring states with a view to the best utilizatiJ n of common 
rivers and to ensure that these rivers are not polluted. 

"Trade. One of the most important stabili,:ing contribu
tions South Africa makes to Southern Africa is trade. Statis
tics of trade are available only if African states publish them. 
It is, however, well-known that at least 50 of the mainland 
and island independent African states trade with South Africa. 

" Apart from export of $1,000 million within the Southern 
African Customs Union to the BLS [Botswana. Lesotho. 
Swaziland) countries in 1980, South Africa exported goods 
worth more than $ 1, I 00 million to the rest of Africa. This 
figure excludes indirect exports of which there are also a 
substantial amount. 

"It is also well-known that South Africa has recently been 
in negotiations with Zimbabwe over the retention of a pref
erential trade agreement which is beneficial to Zimbabwe. 

South African Customs Union 

"Besides the Republic of South Africa, the South African 
Customs Union encompasses such countries as Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland. The Union is a good example of an 
integral structure that is presently in operation, notwithstand
ing the political differences amongst its members. 

"'The joint income of the BLS countries in terms of this 
agreement rose from $53.2 million in 1975-76 to $204 million 
in 1979-80, contributing a considerable part to their total 
current revenue. 

Rand Monetary Area 

"Except for Botswana, the states of the Customs Union 
also form the Rand Monetary Area renecting close economic 
integration. There are no payment restrictions between these 
countries and the residents of the two smaller partners (though 



not the governments) have unimpeded access 10 the financial 
services available in the Republic of South Africa. The South 
African Rand remains, therefore, the central reserve cur
rency of the participating countries. 

What If South Africa Were Destabilized? 
--From the above. ii emerges that South Africa is playing 

a positive role in s tabilizing Southern Africa and contributing 
10 its s tability. 

--imagine for one mo ment what would happen if the often
predicted South African ·revolution· did take place. Because 
of the extent of the connict. not only South Africa but the 
whole sub-co111incnt would degenerate into one of the most 
povcn_ •Strikcn regions in the world in which ethnic and 
hung;.• wars wuuld be rife ..... 

" ... Countries in the Western world and South Africa 
are justifiably disturbed by the misery of Africa. 

"The present GNP of Africa is less than $600, while the 
per capita GNP in Western Europe is more than $7,000 
and that of South Africa $2,200. 

"More than 50% of the population of Africa lives in 
poverty or below the so-called Basic Human Needs line. 
This picture of human deprivation brings joy to no one. 

"Since 1952, 70 government leaders in 29 African states 
have been unceremoniously deposed by means of assas
sination, dismissal, purge, military intervention and coups 
d'etat. Today, 32 states are ruled by one-party dictator
ships. Nine countries are under military rule. Instability 
has become endemic in Africa . .. " 
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S ·r:,·~ ~iet !}?✓stabilization Support Revealed* 
· · ·;: !c: cvider;: · ,. ) · · :, ·: ·l·cor:!m111ee is deeply disturbing. 
~t!,,: -:sts strn ·i ,· : ·,, ·c:.: original purposes of the ANC 

il!,d S .. : \ PO ha· · 1,-~. :• ~ vencd . and the Soviets and their 
.ill:· . i ve achi1; -:;u .. ,., ... • .. gly effective control over them. 
T h...: rk 1onstrat•: :'. a,:-: , ;!ies of these organizations. more
·. ·.,.. ...:::nno1 ea~i ,, br ,. :-::or:cilcd with the goal of liberation 
or ;i.~ : romotior; ~,f fr•: ~,lum. T he evidence has thus served 

· Hlu~irnte one_; ag,. ;!l rhe Soviet Union's support for ter
:-.:iri~m under the gliisc of aiding struggles for national liber
a, ion . 1t is past time ro bring these facts to the attention of 
our policy makers . the American people, and the world at 
large." 

The Denton Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism heard 
testimony from key witnesses. including the U.S. State 
Department's Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs 
Dr Chester Crocker, on Soviet, East German and Cuban 
training of and support 10 African terrorists. Witnesses included 
former members of the ANC and SWAPO. two terrorist 
movements committed to the overthrow of the legal govern
ment of South Africa. The underneath is extracted from the 
Subcommittee 's final report. 

" ... The presidents of both SW APO and the ANC have 
repeatedly acknowledged the importance of Soviet support 
to their organizations. High officials of SW APO and the ANC 
were among the speakers at the XXYlth Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in March 1981. In his 
address to the congress, SW APO President Nujoma described 
Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev as 'a devoted staunch 
fighter for peace, detente, freedom and the peoples rights and 
human dignity of all the world's people.· Nujoma then directly 
acknowledged Soviet assistance to SW APO by saying that 
without the support of the Soviet Union, SW APO would not 
have been able to achieve those results that they have achieved 

*Soviet, East Germa11 a11d Cuban /11110/vement in Fomenting Ter• 
roris111 i11 S011them Africa, Report of the Chairman of the Subcom• 
mittee 011 Security and Terrorism to the Committee 011 the Judiciary , 
US Senate, November 1982. The Subcommiuee was chaired by 
Senator Jeremiah Denton. 

today. 'We address ourselves to the Soviet Union which is 
giving comprehensive support to the people of Namibi?.. · 

' ' Oliver Tambo [of the ANC] has consistently disclosed a 
like appreciation of the relationship between the Soviet Union, 
East Germany. and the African National Congress. 

"In an art icle published in the ANC magazine Seclwba 
(January 1981) , Tambo expressed full support for a confer
ence held in East Berlin in October 1980. 10 consider the 
principles of scientific socialism. Tambo went on to empha
size the need for strengthening the unity of the three revo
lutionary elements of the revolutionary world process. He 
identified these, to no one's surprise, as the existing socialist 
states. the international working class movements, and the 
national liberation movements. Tambo continued by noting 
that the unity of these three revolutionary clements was a 
vital precondition for the final victory over all forces of impe
rialism. colonialism. racism, zionism and exploitation of man 
by man. 

" . .. Dr Crocker indicated in his testimony that the admin
istration estimates SW APO receives about 90% of its military 
support and 60% of its overall support from communist sources. 
Advocate Kozonguizi also drew the subcommitlee·s a!len
tion to the scale of the Soviet Bloc's commitment to SW APO. 
pointing to the large quantities of weapons a nd military equip
ment made available in Angola. The younger witnesses. Mr 
Namolo and Mr Hashiko. testified about their training in 
Angola by Soviet instructors . They also described their 
indoctrination in the Soviet Union in 'socialism and com
munism,' 'Leninist teachings· and ·political economy." 

·'Documents submiued for the record contain evidence of 
the training oflargc numbers of SW APO ·cadres· in the Soviet 
Union, both in military disciplines and, without exception, 
in Marxist-Leninist ideology. The position of ·political com
missar' is entrenched at all organizational levds of SW APO. 
These men , selected on the basis of their educational attain
ments and understanding of ideology. are trained at the 
KOMSOL Party School in the Soviet Union. in the German 
Democratic Republic and in Cuba. Documents confirming 
this have been included in the record. 

" ... The relationship between SW APO-s efforts in Namibia 



8 

and the Soviet Union·s international war against 'imperial
ism· is clearly spelled out by SW APO in a document called. 
The True Nawre of Imperialism: ·we cannot escape the fact 
that as long a·s South Africa remains a bulwark of capitalism. 
the independence of the rest of the subcontinent is going to 
be continually threatened ... · 

" ... There are clear parallels with the history of com
munist infiltration of the African National Congress (ANC). 
The ANC was founded in 1912 and. as Mr Bartholomew 
Hlapane has made clear to the subcommillee. its aims were: 
'To achieve democratic rights for the African people through 
peaceful means.· 

"Mr Hlapane , who. as a former member of the Central 
Committee of the South African Communist Party and of the 
National Executive of the African National Congress. is sin
gularly well-qualified to comment on the relationship between 
these organizations. in which he served during the years 1955 
to 1964, testified that: 'No major decision could be taken by 
the ANC without the concurrence and approval of the Central 
Committee of the South African Communist Party. Most 
major decisions were in fact initiated by the Central Com
mittee ... The military wing of the ANC. also known as 
Umkhonto We Sizwe. was the brainchild of the SACP. and. 
after the decision to create it had been taken. Joe Slovo and 
J .B. Marks were sent by the Central Committee of the SACP 
to Moscow to organize arms and ammunition and 10 raise 
funds for Umkhonto We Sizwe. 

•· ... To judge from the testimony of the younger ANC 
witnesses. little has changed. Mr Mfalapitsa received military 
and political training in Angola and the German Democratic 
Republic, and Mr Bosigo in Angola and the Soviet Union. 
Miss Kave recounted a horrifying tale of indoctrination and 
abuse in Zambia. Botswana and the USSR. Describing lec
tures in politics he received in Angola (at the Nova Catengue 
base where Cuban instructors. lecturers and commanders 
supplemented those of Umkhonto We Sizwe), Mr Bosigo 
said: 'Every recruit was required to know the Freedom Charter. 
which was adopted by the ANC. the South African Congress 
of Trade Unions. and the SACP in 1955 ... During all lee-

tures the oppression of the black man in Sou1,1 Africa by the 
whites was emphasized and we were told that we must fight 
for our freedom from the South African govc1 nment. · 

... . . Mr Kozonguizi has testified about the gruesome effect 
of SW APO terrorism on the civilian population in northern 
Namibia ... In 1981. for example. 64 Namibian civilians 
were killed and 150 more were injured in cxplo~i..ins following 
on the de1onation oflandmines laid by SW APO forces. PLAN 
cadres killed 94 civilians. including 11 local chiefs. a member 
of the Ovambo legislative assembly and 4 deputy chiefs ... 
One set of documents submitted to the subcommittee by Mr 
Kozonguizi suggests strongly that the president of SW APO 
telephoned from New York on August 8. 1977. to the SW APO 
office in Luanda. Angola. and gave instruction, that a group 
of Namibian politicians visiting northern Namibia should be 
murdered by SW APO terrorists. Two of this group were in 
fact murdered shortly thereafter .. . 

··The ANC has not yet undertaken terrorist a..:t ivity on this 
scale. and most incidents of sabotage have bc.:n directed ,1l 

installations rather than at persons. Mr Mfalanit .. irn~ tcs1.i
fied. however. about plans to assassinate Presi lent ManJ!Of' 
ofBothuthatswana. the Tswana homeland in sc- a t, r,. ·:. 
He also testified that Joe Modise. the chief of ' m: '· 
Sizwe. proposed a second phase of sabotage ; ,,, 
would be laid on farm roads near the Botswa ... 1 b , . : , 
sumably with the same horrifying consequenc, ,, · •• 
in Namibia. Farmhouses. single vehicles, a1 · , . 
stations would be also attacked. Umkhonto .V1· '·· ••.,. 
already claimed credit for bombing an urban ~•10pni•··; center 
and automobile showrooms. and for attacks -.Jn !>nw:1 polic..: 
stations manned by South African blacks. 

" ... The findings of the subcommittee appear ;·,,11·1ir.:til,1rly 
relevant at a time when SWAPO and the AN C ,ire be;:~;; 
tauted as the sole legitimate political forces and repre-5..:nrn
tives of the people in Namibia and South Africa, respectively. 
Cuba. Vietnam, Nicaragua and Iran are glaring and tragic 
reminders of our failure to fully comprehend and appreciate 
the motives. ideologies and interrelationships of those who 
sought political powerundertheguiseofnational liberation ..... 

For further information on the Republic of South Africa, please write to: 

• The Minister (Information). South African Embassy 305 I Massachusens Avenue NW Washington D C 20008 
Tel: (202) 232-4400 ' ' . ' . . 

• The Deputy Consul-General (Information), South African Consultate-Gencral Suite POO 415 Park Avenue New York NY 100'2 
Tel: (212) 838-1700 . - . - ' ' -

• The Consul (Information), South African Consultate-General. Suite 3100 444 North Michigan Avenue Chicago Illinois 60611 
Tel: (312) 828-9200 . ' ' 

■ The Consul (Information), South African Consultate-General, 4th Floor 9107 Wilshire Boulevard Beverly Hills CA 90, 10 
Tel: (213) 858-0380 ' ' ' -

■ The Consul (Information), South African Consulate-General. Suite 1520 1980 Post Oak Boulevard Houston Texas 77056 
Tel: (713) 850-0150 . ' ' 

■ The Press and Information; Attache, Permanent South African Mission to the United Nations 17th Floor 300 East 42 d Street 
New York. NY 10017 ' • n • 
Tel: (212) 867-3690 




