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could 
be good news for all 

Constitutional negotiations lie 
in the short term. When you are 
in such neeotlations and you are 
assured of a massive majority at 
the poi., you have little incentive 
to provide in the constitution for 
such things as power-sharing -
second prize for he who comes 
second. You know you are going 
to win and winner takes all. 

But when the outcome is not 
that certain, you have a strong 
incentive to provide something, 
such . as a share in government, 
for the one who comes second. 
After all, it might be you. 

If you are sensible you will also 
realise that in a coontry as vola
We as South Africa lt would be 
dangeroW1 to totally eJ:clude a 
party or grouping which has s11-
Diflcant support. 

It applies equally to the Nats 
and the ANC. lf the Nats devel
op the kind of electoral alliance 
which looks anything lite doing 
well, the ANC would be well ad
vised to negotiate for a consti
tution which l!ltops short of win
ner take all. And the same quite 
obviously applies lD reverse, 
whatever happens. 

The American philosol)ber John 
Rawls describes it as "the veil of 
ignorance". Men establish the 
ground rules for a society, not 
certain wbere in the pecking 
order they will end up. So they 

make sure it is a system they can 
live with no matter where they 
are placed in it. 

Before February 2 . moat peo
ple assumed that an unbanned 
ANC fighting an election would 
sweep all before il It might yet 
- but there are all kinds of un• 
certaipties. 

One Is that the Nats are not 
going to fight as a white minori
ty. It ls surely slpificant that a 
conservative black church with 
a membership of some two mil
lion bu formed a political party. 

And all kinds of thinp have 
not been going right for the ANC. 
The Japanese refuse funds. The 
European Community is to switch 
its funding from institutions with 
strong ANC leanings to neutral 
development projects. Inkatha 
bas not been sidelined. A planned 
meeting between Nelson Mandela 
and Mr Gorbachev did not come 
off, The ANC's national confer
ence has been postponed. 

All this without the Nats hav
ing yet put together their grand 
alliance. 

li the gap is narrowlni, con
s titutional negotiations could turn 
out a lot more conciliatory than 
we at first imagined. And that 
would be ezcellent news for the 
country as a whole. 

□DD 
MEANWH_I~ ~~ !fhO are 

sceptical about the irreversiblllty 
of President de Klerk's moves 
away from apartheid should con
sider how irreversibly his constit
uency bas altered. 

When angry tanners invade the 
congress of the South African 
Agricultural Union with a list of 
grievances as long as a khaki
sleeved ann - and demand that 
the Government address them -
it is like the city of London turn
ing OD Mrs Thatcher. 

Agriculture had traditionally 
been an unshakeable basis of Na
tional Party support. Probably no 
other sector had been as cossetted 
with soft loans and other govern
ment favours. Probably no other 
sector approved as heartlly of 
old-fashioned apartheld. 

If it is any coasolation to Mr 
de K1erk, he lost most of thole 
farmers a long time aao. Obvious
ly he has come to terms with it. 

But the point la that be DO 
longer bas the option of return

. Ing to apartheid, even if be 
wished to. The apartheid constitu
ency has gone elsewhere and a 
siz.eable portion of It ta eJ:pected 
to march this weekend from Pre
toria's Church Square to the 
Union Buildings to be addressed 
by Dr Andries Treurnicbl 

The sceptics surely need to 
open both eyes. 
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NP fights back after 
defector joins ANC 

THE New Natio
rial Party this 
week lashed out 
at one of its for
mer members 
who claimed that 
he had made a 
mistake by sup
porting the NP m 
1994 and 1996. 
At an ANC gath

ering at tlie Ma
r.fammen Temple in . 
Mount Edgecombe 
las t week, former 
NP member, coun
cillor Namasivavan 
"Pat" Palliam, 
stood up and said, 
"I want to declare 
today in the 
grounds of the Ma_: 
riammen Temple 
that I made a mis
take in supporting 
the National Party 
in 1994 and 1996. 
"I regret this ·and 

hope my fellow res
idents of Phoenix 
will forgive me. I 
was deceived and 
the people of 
Phoenix must not 
by deceived by the 
NP. 
"Thev hanker 

after the past and 
mislead by driving 
fear into the peo
ple. I will go out in 
full force to 
mobilise the fndian 
people for the 
ANC,'' he said. 
In response to this 

the NP said in a 
s tatement, " I hope 

God forgives Cllr. 
Palliam for making 
th is statement_ on 
the holy grounds of 
the Mariammen 
Temple as he fully 
knows that it's not 
true. 
"For the record, 

when Cllr. Palliam 
made this state
ment he was not a 
member of the 
National Party as 
he had resigned in 
September 1998." 

According to NNP 
member councillor 
George Mari, Pal-· 
liam left • the 
National Porty after 
a "stormy caucus 
meeting where his 
bid to become an 
Exco member was 
not accepted due to 
him not paying his 
party subs, wnich 
is one of the crite
ria. 
"He then crossed 

the floor to the 
United Democratic 
Movement and was 
also unsuccessful in 
obtaining a seat on 
Exco. He then 
joined an indepen
dent grouping with 
two other National 
Party defectors and 
a Minority Front 
councillor, thereby 
securing a seat for 
himselfon the Nor
th Central Exco." 
Councillor Mari 

added, "With the 

NP winn~ng the 
Clare Estate seat, 
come this Septem
ber, his indepen
dant gro up will 
have difficu lty in 
retnining their seat. 

''Being a political 
opportunist, his 
statement does not 
surprise the NNP 
as he is obviously 
tryinS to secure his 
position by making 
such statements to 
buy fovour with the 
'ANC with the 

September elec~ 
tions in view. 
"Palliam did not 

have the guts to 
inform his con
stituents who voted 
for the New Natio
nal Party thereby 
electing h im to 
Council that he has 
crossed the floor so 
many times. 
"To Councillo r 

Palliarn, the people 
of Phoenix. will be 
informed of your 

many defections 
and let them decide 
if they want to for
give you. The NNP 
will not entrench 
white rule as it is 
the most represen
tative party. 

"The NNP will not 
let the people of 
Phoenix down and 
our delivery of 
nearlr R25 mil1ion 
worth of projects 
speaks for itself," 
he said. 
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?he Nat vision~~~"' 
THE National Party's constitu
tional proposals are a break
through. For the first time 
since 1948, they are rooted in 
practicality instead of ideology. 
That they bear an uncanny re
semblance to Democratic 
Party policy and in certain 
major respects are a carbon 
copy of the proposals of the 
KwaZulu/Natal lndaba is less 
important than the fact that 
they squarely address the reali
ties. 

South Africa does consist of 
nine politico/ economic regional 
systems. Nine regional govern
ments are proposed (and in 
such a dis~nsation Natal and 
the Orange Free State are like
ly to be the only provinces to 
retain their existing boun
daries). 

South Africa does need the 
checks and balances of a bi
cameral central legislature -
that is provided for. (Ironically, 

it was the Nationalists them
selves who neutralised just 
such a mechanism by tinkering 
with the Senate). 

South Africa does need to 
avoid the swamping of minori
ties. Proportional representa
tion achieves that. 

South Africa does need 
power-sharing rather than an 
abrupt transfer of power. The 
Indaba formula provides that. 
. The proposals already ap
pear to overlap in some areas 
wlth the negotiating positions 
of other parties, notably the 
African National Congress. In 
others they do not and are like
ly to be strenuously opposed, 
especially by those still wedded 
to the ideal of a highly central
ised majoritarian monolith. 

But today there are powerful 
arguments against such sys
tems - the most powerful 
being current events in the So
viet Union. 
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Party's future hangs in balance-

By-election 
test for 

A string of by-elections will 
determine the future of the 
National Party in Natat 
writes VENILLA 
YOGANATHAN of our 
Pietermaritzburg Bureau. 

T
HE National Party, still 
nursing its bruises f'rom 
the recent by-election 
defeats. is in t'or more -

trying times during a spate of 
local polls to be held in 
KwaZulu-Natal from next week. 

With seven by-elections on 
the cards in the province from 
May Z7 - all to be contested by 
the NP - political opponents 
say this period will determine 
the party's fate in the province 
and its perfonnance in the 1999 
general elections. 

Describing the NP as a party 
with "no vision" whose "demise 
is imminent", ANC MPP Yusuf 
Bhamjee yesterday moved in 
parliament for NP members to 
resign. 

"Aspirant NP councillors 
should look for better ways or 
serving the community as cap
tains or the NP ship have aban
doned it," he said 

But the NP itself was confi
dent that they were "here to 
stay". Said MPP James Waugh 
in parliament yesterday: "You 

'Ille DP may lie .... ...,..llpjD't ........... 
theNPls taldllg 
-..,w1awar 
"- tlle AIIIC. 

JAMES WAUGH 
National Party MPP 

will keep on seeing our pres
ence here." 

Mr Wa~ conceded that last 
week, which saw the NP lose 
two strongholds to the 
Democratic Party, had not been 
good for the party. 

However, he said in previous 
weeks the party had scooped a 
seat from the ANC in Riverdaal 
and had won an unopposed seat 
in Dundee. 

He claimed that the NP had 
trebled its support among black 
voters since the 1994 elections 
and accused the DP of "only 
looking after 'Yhite interests". 

"The DP may be taking sup
port from the NP, but the NP is 
.taking support away from the 
ANC," said Mr Waugh. 
. The true test of the NP's 
future, however, rests in the 

crucial by-elections lined up 
for KwaZulu-Natal, starting 
with the contest for the pre
dominantly Indian vote in 
Pietermaritzburg's Raisethorpe 
area next Friday . 

The Raisethorpe by-election 
is also important to the ANC 
which will lose its two-thirds 
majority in the Pieter
maritzburg council if it does not 
win the seat. 

Also in Pietermaritzburg, the 
NP will be up against the DP 
shortly in a predominantly 
white suburb. The seat became 
vacant when former NP man 
Peter van Pletzen defected to 
the United Democratic 
Movement (UDM). 

In the Durban metro area, tbe 
big tests for the NP will be the 
central seat left vacant by the 
death of Councillor Malcolm 
Prentice, and the Assegai/ 
Hillcrest seat in the Outer West, 
previously occupied by the late 
United Ratepayers' Federation 
(URF) Councillor John Iyamen. 

The central seat has for years 
been won by Councillor 
Prentice, but the ANC - which 
has its regional offices in the 
area - is expected to put up a 
strong fight this time. 

Other by-elections coming up 
shortly are two in Newcastle 
and one in Vrybeid. These may 
also prove a crucial test. 












































