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As 100 000 people gathered for the funeral of UDF's 
Mathew Goniwe and three others in Cradock, the state 
president was busy signing a decree to declare a state 
of emergency in 36 districts all over South Africa. 

Within 8 days of this declaration over 1200 people 
have been detained, mainly in the TVL and the Eastern 
Ca{le, The target of the police appears to be grassroots 
organisers of civic, trade union and community organi
sations; especially the UDF and COSAS.Reports from 
the affected areas say that many more people have 
gone into hiding in anticipation of being detained: 

The emergency gives extensive powers to the police 
to detain and interrogate people and to search any 
premises; all without any warrant whatsoever. The last 
8 days have shown that the police are making full use 
of these powers. 

The present state of emergency is showing a close 
resemblance to the one declared after the shooting of 
people at Sharpeville in 1960. In the ninth day of that 
emergency, the state banned the ANC and PAC.In the 
5 months that the emergency lasted thousands of 
people were detained and. contrary to the State's 
thinking that the emergency would quell the unrest, it 
only served to fuel the flames of revolt. In response to 
this kind of intense repression the ANC and PAC opted 
for armed struggle. 

Once again, our present ·experience has shown that 
instead of curbing unrest and violence, a state of 
emergency does exactly the opposite. The unrest is now 
spreading to the Free State and the Western Cape. 

According to police reports 4 people have died every 
day since the emergency was declared.After 4 days 
homes of 10 policemen and administration officials 
have been attacked and 25 incidents of petrol bombings 
have been reported. Yesterday, a SADF patrol in the 
E. Cape was stoned and 6 Defence force members were 
injured, 3 critically. In New Brighton, two policemen by 
were attacked by angry youth. one of whom later died 
of stab _wounds. 

The death toll is now 18 and the indication is that the 
violence is escalating and will spread to other areas. 

Every attempt by the State is proving to be futile 
because the legitimate grieviences of the people have 
been neglected for too long. The Nationalists and their 
quisling puppets, Rajbansi and Hendrickse, have failed 
to realise that only by addressing these grieviences will 
peace and stability be restored in South Africa. 

The deepening economic crisis, which is the root 
cause of the unrest, has been aggravated by the state 
of emergency. Whithin the last 5 days there has been a 
net outflow of foreign capital to the tune of 2 billion 

rands; the emergency has thus given new impetus to 
the disinvestment campaign abroad. 

On the international scene, condemnation of South 
Africa's Apartheid system continues. In a dramatic 
decision last week the French government withdrew its 
ambassador to SA and together with Denmark tabled a 
resolution calling for voluntary sanctions against SA. 
The resolution wa~ passed unanimously by the UN 
Security Council with USA and UK abstaining ( as 
usual). 

As the unrest spreads internally and international 
condemnation of Apartheid gains momentum exter-. 
nally; the writing is on the wall that the Nationalists 
government is incapable of running the affairs of our 
country any longer. They have mismanaged our society 
for last 37 years. Their policy of separate development 
have brought nothing but death and destruction. 
All attempts at reform, such as the new constitution 
have not served to solve the problems of our land. 

The task of changing South Africa lies on the shoul
ders of all its people and we, as students. must join 
other sectors of society in ending Apartheid rule and 
ushering the era of a Peoples Government. 

FORWARD TO FREEDOM 




