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NATIONAL SURVEY ON NEGOTIATIONS 

South Africans are in the throes of change. They face the prospect of a new constitution and a new society. How ;uc they to rc:ict 
to it? We hear the voices of those that the media chooses to project. What of the average South African?The !BR canvassed opinions 

in a national survey based on a rcprescnt:itive sample of 3,874 respondents. 

The sample was drawn by Dr Bill Hunt of Market Research International who based it on the racial and regional distribution of the 

population, the regions being identified into city. big town, small town and mral. 

The sample was represenl:ltive of the entire popubtion by race, sex, age, religion :ind regional distribution, but skewed in favour 

of the urban, higher educ:-itional and higher income and occupational groups. 

The Questionnaire 

The questionnaire was designed by Paulu~ Zulu, Dasrath Chelly, Phirowshaw Camay, Dr Saths Cooper, June-Rose Nata, F:ltima 
Meer and Rory Riordan :ind was conducted in English, Afrikxlns, Zulu. Xhosa, Sotlto and Tswana. 

The Institute for Black Research (TBR) conducted the interviews, helped by CORE. under Phirowshaw Camay in the Transvaal and 
OFS, the Human Rights Trust in the E.:istem Cape under it's director Rory Riordan, Yusuf Bharnjee of DSRC. Il3R trustees. Prof. 
Fatima Meer and Dr Saths Cooper co-ordinated the research. The results were processed by Dr Tyrone Pretorius of the University 

of the Western Cape.. 

The results reve:iled: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Seventy-three percent saw negotiations as the best means of bringing about change in South Africa. Seventy-three percent 

said they would support negoLiaLions as a means of change. 

Seventy-four percent supported the ongoing talks between the ANC and the NP • 

The highest suppon for negotiations was projected by whites (86 percent), the lowest by Africans (76.7 percent) . 

Among all groups there was slightly more suppon for negotiations in general than for the current ANC/NP t.alks . 

There was slightly higher support for negotiations among Xhosa speakers (83 percent), than among Zulu spe:ikers (72 
percent). Similarly 83 pcrcenl of XhoSJ. spe:ikers supported the current NP/ANC t:ilks as against 72 percent of Zulu speaker£ 

Ten percent of me respondents saw the anned struggle as the best means for change, but only 5.2 percent said they woul, 

support an armed struggle. 

There was slightly higher support for an a11T1cd struggle among Zulu spclers than among Xhosa speakers . 

A higher proportion of women supported negotiations than men and conversely a lower proportion of women than ml'. 

supported the armed struggle. 

5.9 percent saw civil resistance, boycotts, stay-aways and marches as the best pressure for change and 9.5 percent sa . 

~ they would support such means for change. 

Table l 

Which one of the following means is best capable of bringing ahout change in the country? 

Total African White Coloured Indian 

Negotiations 73,l 76.7 86.0 78.8 77 7 

Aimed Struggle 10.0 15.9 2.5 .s.o ,U 

Civil Resistance 5.9 5.6 4.2 10.2 7.4 

Working through the tri-c:m1cr.1l 
parliament and honicbnd governments ,1 0 1 7 7J n.o I 0.-1 

Total Response 95.l 



Which one of the following means would you support to bring about change in South Arrica? 

Total African White Coloured Indian 

Negotiations 73.l 76.1 86.8 78.8 77.9 

Anned Struggle 5.2 15.5 2.1 4.3 3.8 

Civil Resistance 9.5 6.2 4.2 9.6 7.9 

Working through the tri-cameral 
parliament and homeland governments 4.3 2.3 6.9 7.3 10.4 

Tot.al percentage response 99.9 

Table 3 

Do you support the current talks between the ANC and the National Party? 

Toi.al African White Coloured Indian 

Yes 74.5 75.9 78.4 75.2 72.2 
No 15.1 16.2 14.7 14.4 12.9 
Uncertain 8.7 7.9 6.8 10.4 14.9 

Tot.al percent response 98.32 

The reasons for supporting or rejecting negotiations 

I. Ninety-three percent of those who supported negotiations as a means of change sajd tnat they did so because they saw it as 
the best option the country had for positive change. Slightly more Afric:llls and Indians supported Lhis viewpoint Lhan 
Coloureds and whites. 

2. Even of those who opposed negotiations or were uncertain of it, 18 percent saw it as lhe best option fo r positjve change. 

3. The majority of those who rejected negotiations did so because they did not believe in negotiations (32.7 percent) or felt it 
wouldn't work on account of white fears (3 percent), or they did not agree with the procedure that was being followed, 
considering it unrepresentative, (15.4 percent) or bec:iuse the conditions for negoti:itions did not e:dst (5.5 percent) 

.. 
Table 4 

Reasons for supporting/rejecting negotiations 

Total suppon reject uncertain African White Coloured Indian 

Negotiations are the only option 93.0 16. l 20.4 71.5 71.4 74.6 70.6 

Don't believe in negotiations 3.4 32.7 18.9 11.5 6.6 4.4 6.4 

No need for change 0.-t 7.1 4.5 2.1 2.1 3.0 1.2 

The process is unrepresenl.'.ltive 0.9 15.4 7.5 5.T 4-5 1.9 3.8 

Pre-conditions have not been met 2.8 5.5 0.5 6.3 J.8 1.2 4.9 

Whites not ready for negotiations 0.2 1.8 0.3 2.9 0.2 0.6 

Tot:il pcrcenl.'.lge response 8S.39 



,o should sit at the negotiation tnble 

I. The ANC and the National Party were identified as rhc most important panics to ncgoti:ltions (20.5 and t 2.2 percents 
respectively). 

2. AZAPO/BCM, the Democratic Party and the Trade Unions (SACTU and COSA 1'U) were identified as the next most 
imponant groups with approximately equ:il support: 7.4, 7.2 and 7 .1 respectively. 

3. The UDF, PAC and Church leaders scored equivalent support: 4.9, 4.6 and 4.2 respectively. 

4. The Indian Congresses (NlCmC) and the SACP had similar support: 3.2 and 3.1 percents rcspccLively. 

5. Inkatha had the highest support among the system polirical parties (2.9 percent), followed closely by the Labour Par!y {2.8 
percent). Panics in the Indian House of Delegates gained 2.-4 pcrcenc suppor1. 1.3 percent of the respondents supported the 
presence of homeland leaders in general al the negoLiation table and 0.7 percent support of community councillors. 

6. Women and youth leaders gained 2.4 and 2.3 percent support respectively. 

Which party would you support in a general election? 

l. There was a rough correlation between the parties and groups which respondents said should be involved in negotiations 
and the panics and groups they would vote for in a gener.11 election. The ANC and the Nationalist Party emerged as the two 
parues that would win most seats, with Lhe ANC winning a small majority. The Democratic Party, PAC, AZAPO/BCM 
gained significant votes. 

The ANC had slightly higher support from Xhosa speakers (81.3 percent) than from Zulu speakers (73.2 percent). Zulu 
speakers also gave the Nationalist Pariy slightly higher support (3.3 ~ rccm) than Xhosa speakers (1.5 percent). The 
Nationalist Party had higher support from Afrib.ans speakers (42.4 percent) Utan from English speakers (32.2 percent). 
English speakers also gave the ANC higher support (26.3 percent) than Afrikaans speakers (17 .3 percent). 

The majority of white support went Lo the Nationalis1 and Democr.11ic Parties, more than twice as many whites supporting 
the National Party than the Democratic Party. The Conservative Party had 8.6 percent support and extremist white p:1rties. 
a tot.a.I support of 1. 7 percent. Lhe A \VB lcoding with 1 .3 percent support 

The African National Congress 

l. The ANC support-base is derived overwhelmingly from the African population. 

2 . The ANC attracted the highest single pool of votes from all three disenfranchised groups. Indians supporting it to a grCJLc. 
extent than Coloureds. 

3. ..White support for the ANC was only slightly lower than for the Conservative Party (7.1 pcrceni and 8.6 pcrcenLS respec-
tively). 

Table 5 

Total African Indian White Coloured 

ANC support 53.0 79.3 35.0 7.1 28.4 

The Nationalist Party 

The Nationalist Pnrty drew the clear majority of white support (50.9 percent). The DcmocraLic Party followed with 23.7 percc 
support. The Conservative Party nllractec.l only 8.6 percent support and white support for extremist white parties was even lower th:: 
th:ll for the ANC (1.7 percent). the A WB l~ding with 1.3 percent suppon. 

The National Party had significant support from Indians :ind Co!ouretls .ls well. Tn f:lcl Colo11red support for the NP at 24.9 pcm: 
was only slightly lower th:in forthc ANC ('28.-4 percent) The National P:1r1y ;1bn :1l tr:1rtcd some African support ('2.6 percent). Th,· 
was sllr,htly higher suppon for the N:itional Party among Zulu speakers (3.3 percent) than among Xhosa speakers (1.5 pcrcen 
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ho should sit at the negotiation table 

I. The ANC and the National Party were identified as the most important parties to negotiations (20.5 and 12.2 percents 
respectively). 

2. AZAPO/BCM. the Democralic Party and the Trade Unions (SACTU and COSA TU) were identified as the next most 
important groups with approximalely equal support: 7.4, 7.2 and 7.1 respectively. 

3. The UDF, PAC and Church leaders scored equivalenl support: 4.9, 4.6 and 4.2 respectively. 

4. The Indian Congresses (N1CmC) and the SACP had similar support: 3.2 and 3.1 percents respectively. 

5. Inkatha had the highest support among the system political parties (2.9 percent), followed closely by the Labour Party (2.8 
percent). Parties in the Indian House of Delegates gained 2.4 percent support I .3 percent of the respondents supponed the 
presence of homeland leaders in general at the negotiation table and 0.7 percent support of community councillors. 

6. , Women and youth leaders gained 2.4 and 2.3 percent support respectively. 

Which parry would you support in a general election? 

I. There was a rough correlation between the parties and groups which respondents said should be involved in negotiations 
and the parties and groups they would vote for in a general election. The ANC and the Nationalist Party emerged as the two 
parties that would win most seats, with the ANC winning a small majority. The Democratic Party, PAC, AZAPO/BCM 
gained significant votes. 

The ANC had slightly higher support from Xhosa speakers (81.3 percent) than from Zulu speake~ (73.2 percent). Zulu 
speakers also gave lhe Nationalist Party slightly higher support (3.3 percent) than Xhosa spdcers ( 1.5 percent). The 
Nationalist Party had higher support from Afrikaans speakers (42.4 percent) than from English speakers (32.2 percent). 
English spe:ikers also gave the ANC higher support (26.3 percent) than Afrik:inns speakers (17.3 percent). 

The m::ijority of white support went to the Nationalist and Democratic Parties. more than twice as many whites supporting 
the National Party than the Democratic Pany. The Conservative Pany had 8.6 percent support and e:-tremist whice parties. 
a tol::11 support of 1.7 percent, the A WB leading with 1.3 percent supporl 

The African National Congress 

I. The ANC support-base is derived overwhelmingly from the African population. 

2. The ANC attracted Lhe highest single pool of votes from all three disenfranchised groups, Indians supponing it 10 a grc:iter 
extent than Coloureds. 

3. White support for the ANC was only slightly lower than for the Conservative Party (7. I percent and 8.6 percents respec
tively). 

Table 5 

Total African Indian White Coloured 

ANC support 53.0 79.3 35.0 7.l 28.4 

1 

The Nationalist Party l 

The Nationalist Party drew the clc:ir majority of white support (50.9 percent). The Democratic Party followed with 23.7 percent r 
support. The Conservative Party att.r:lcted only 8.6 percent support ::incl white support for ex crem ist wh i tc parties was even lower th:.in 
lhat for the ANC (1.7 percent). the A WB lc:iding with 1.3 percent supporL 

The National Party had significant support from Indians :mt! Coloureds as well. Tn fact Coloured support for the NP at 24.9 percent 
was only slightly lower than fonhe ANC (28.-1 percent). The Nation:il f':11 ty .1bn altractctl some African sup{Xlrt ('.2.6 percent). There 
was slightly higher support for the National P:1ny among Zulu speakers (3.3 percent) than among Xhosa speakers (1.5 percent). 



three disenfranchised groups gave significantly more support to the r:ice-bound Nationalist Party than they did to the open and 

liberal orientated Democratic Party. 

Table 6 

Nationalist Pany 
Democratic Party 

Tot.al 

16.9 
7.8 

White 

50.9 
23.7 

Coloured 

24.9 
11.8 

Indian 

2..\.5 
8.9 

African 

2.6 
1.3 

Pan-Africanist Congress, Awpo and BCM 

The Pan-Afric:mist Congress emerged as the second most important political party among Africans, 14.6 percent African 
respondents voting for it. 1l drew no suppo11 from Indians and negligible support from whites and Coloureds (0.2 and 0.9 percenlS 

respectively). 

AZAPO/BCM were supported by 3.4 percent of African respondents and drew no support from whites and Indians. The UDF 
attr:1cted very little African support (1.4 percent). !l's main base was renected among Coloureds (8.3 percent). Indians supported 

it to a slightly greater e:ttent than Africans (2.4 percent and 1.4 percent respectively). 

The South Afric:m Communist Party (SACP) drew very ncgligihle overall support (0.9 percent); its very small base being reflected 
more among Indians and Coloureds (1.6 and 1.2 percent support respectively) than among Africans and whites (0.9 and 0.2 percent 

suppo11 respectively). 

Table 7 

Total Afric:m White Coloured Indian 

ANC 
53.0 79.3 7.1 28.4 35.0 

National Party 16.9 2.6 50.9 2..\.9 2-l.5 

Democratic Party 7.8 1.3 23.7 11.8 8.9 

PAC 
2.7 14.6 0.2 0.9 

UDF 
2.4 1.4 1.1 8.3 2.4 

BC/AZAPO 
2.1 3.4 

0.2 

Church 1.9 1.5 0.9 5.5 1.9 

NIC/TIC 1.8 0.4 0.2 0.7 11.3 

COSATU/SACTU 1.8 l.O 0.4 4.8 3.8 

Conservative Party 1.5 8.6 0.2 

lnkatha 1.3 2.2 0.7 

Women 1.0 0.2 2.1 2.8 0.8 

SACP 0.9 0.9 0.2 1.2 1.6 

Labour Party 
0.7 0.2 0.4 2.8 0.8 

Youth 0.6 0.1 0.2 2.8 0.5 

Tot.al percentage response 89.68 

Who would you like 10 see as the first Prime Minister of a new South Africa? 

Ninety-nine n:imes were identified for this job. some by as few as one respondenL Nelson Mandela scored the highest suppon. 
followed by De Klerk. G:itsha Buthelezi, Th:ibo Mbcki. Oliver Tambo and Zeph Mothopeng, feotured with scores ranging between 
1.9 percent - Buthelezi and 1.0 percent Slovo. Church leaders like Boes:ik and Tutu who had scored higher in e.1rlier surveys. h:id 
very low showings. There was practically no difference in Mandela's and De Klerk's suppon by African language groups. 1'1orc 
English spe!lking respondents (27.2 percent) than Afrikaans speaking (16.3 percent) supponcd Mandela. 

De Klcrk's support was higher among Afrikxins speakers (59.2 percent) than English speakers (41.1 percent). 



Total 

Mandela 41.6 

De K1erk 2:3.8 

Buthelczi 1.9 

Thabo Mbeki 1.7 

Oliver Tambo 1.7 

Zeplh Molhopcng 1.4 

Joe Slovo 1.1 

Pile Bot.ha 1.1 

Walter Sisulu 0.9 

Treumicht 0.9 

P.W. Bot.ha 0.7 

van Zyl Slabbert 0.4 

Zak de Beer 0.4 

Chris Hani 0.4 

Jerry Mosala 0.7 

Oscar Dhlomo 0.2 

Morobe 0.2 

Tutu 0.2 

Tot.al response 95.6 percent 

The total nominations were as follows: 

Table 9 

African White 

66.7 18.7 
10.4 47.2 
2.3 4.1 
2.0 1.1 
2.6 0.2 
2.5 
1.6 0.2 
OA 3.4 
1.1 0.6 

5.2 
0.1 1.3 
0.1 2.1 

1.1 

0.7 
1.3 0.2 
0.4 
0.2 0.7 
OA 0.2 

Coloured 

19.0 
58.3 

1.4 

0.7 
1.1 
0.5 

0.5 

0.7 

29.8 
32.2 

1.3 
0.5 

0.5 
1.1 
0.8 

1.6 

0.8 

0.3 

Who would you like lo see as the First President/Prime Minister or a new South Africa? [Open ended] 

Personality Percent Personality Percent 

Mandela 41.6 Helen Joseph 0.1 

F.W.De K.Jerk 23.8 Alfred Nzo 0.1 

Best person for the job 9.0 Archie Gumede 0.1 

Buthelczi 1.7 Helen Suzman 0.1 

Oliver Tambo 1.5 Tom Soya 0.1 

Thabo Mbeki 1.5 Rnjbansi 0.1 

Zeho Mothopcng 1.3 Mangope 0.1 

Pik Bot.ha 1.0 JN Reddy 0.1 

Joe Slovo 1.0 Maharaj 0.1 

Walter Sisul_p 0.8 Peter Mokaba 0.1 

Treumicht 0.8 Singh 0.1 

Jerry Mosab 0.7 
Mosibindi ~fangen:i 0.1 

PW Bot.ha 0.6 .. John Robbie 0.1 

van Zyl Slabbert 0.4 Ray Phiri 0.1 

Z:ick de Beer 0.3 Chris Heunis 0.1 

Chris Hani 0.3 Holomis:i 0.1 

Govan ?v1bcki 0.3 Beyers N:iude 0.1 

Tutu 0.3 Piel Rudolph 0.0 

Dennis Worra1 0.2 Du Toil 0.0 

Oscar Dlomo 0.2 James Stuart 0.0 

Morobc 0.2 Andre Stcyn 0.0 

Terebl:inche 0.2 R. Suttncr 0.0 

Winnie Mandela 0.1 Rev Hendricks 0.0 

Boesak 0.1 Lckot:i 0.0 

Fatim:i Meer 0.1 Billy Nair 0.0 

I 
Harry Oppenheimer 0.1 0:ircml Du Plessis 0.0 

Deli:i Smits 0.1 Wyn:ind 1\lalan 0.0 

Johnson Mlamho 0.1 C0lli:1 Et:lin 0.0 

___ ...... 
\, 



•flow should representatives to the negotiation table be chosen? 

I. 66.9 percent of the respondents wanted Lhe representatives to negotiations to be chosen democratically. 

Table 10 

19.7 percent wanted them to be chosen through organisations. 

Percent.:ige Response 

82.2 
89.5 
75.6 
86.6 

Percentage Response 

29.1 
10.8 
23.5 
17.3 

Only 5 percent of the respondents supported the appointment of negotiators by existing leaders, or exclusively by the A.i'IC 
and NP. Most respondents (48.5 percent) fell that negotiators should be elected at special area meetings co-ordinated by 
committees representative of all organisations, political and other. The only support for appointments of representatives 
by the ANC and National Party came from 19 African respondents. The greatest support for leader appointment came from 
whites (9.4 percent) and the lowest from Coloureds (3.8 percent). 

56.6 percent of the respondents expected the negotiations to last up to 2 years: 34 percent only I year. 12 percent thought 
the negotiations would continue beyond 5 years. Africans were the most optimistic in terms of time frame, 49 percent 
expecting it to take 1 year as against 14.0 percent of whites, 24 percent of Indians and 28 percent of Coloureds. 

;: What power; or guidelines should the negotiators have? 
\ 
\ I. The respondents were almost equally divided between binding down the negotiators to strict mandates and giving them 

discretionary powers (40.2 percent and 31.9 percents respectively). A small minority felt they should have total power (19.7 
perc,ent), Coloureds supporting this to a greater extent than other groups (27.4 percent). 

Table 12 

Total African White Coloured Indian 

I 

. Negotiators should operate 
with strict mandates 41.3 45.7 37.6 44.8 40.7 

Negotiators should exercise 
discretionary powers 38.2 33.4 42.1 27.8 39.7 

They should have total 
power to reach an agreement 15.1 20.9 20.3 27.4 19.6 



, Out;;,, lntm,nUon 

l. Overall the respondents were almost equally divided about help from outside groups/persons in the negotiation process. 

I 

Africans were most amenable to outside intervention, whites the least 

Table 13 

Tol3l African White Coloured lndi::in 

Help should be instituted 
from the beginning 26.6 35.4 15.5 23.9 31.3 

Never be involved in the 
negotiating process 25.7 21.2 44.2 37.2 24.7 

Should get involved only 
if there is conflict 23.4 28.8 20.7 22.2 25.4 

Should get involved when 
the agreement is implemented 14.9 14.6 19.5 16.7 18.6 

Organisations, persons or countries who could help with negotiations 

The Uni1.ed Nations followed by the OAU were the most favoured organis:itions supponed to help with negotiations (10.3 
and 6.5 percents respectively). The African support for these organisations was slightly higher than whi1e, Coloured and 1. 

2. 

Indian support. 

The USA and UK followed by the Frontline Sl3tes received l11e highest support for intervention by countries (8.2, 5.5 and 
4.0 percents respectively). 2.9 perccn1 of respondents supported help from the USSR and 2.2 pe~ent from Namibia. Afri 

cans gave higher support to USSR and Namibia than the other groups. 

Table 14 

Tol3I African While Coloured Indian 

United Nations 10.0 46.6 34.6 23.8 40.6 

OAU 6.5 37.8 10.l 7.3 16.3 

USA 8.2 29.0 35.l 33.7 42.8 

UK 
5.5 19.0 34.6 15.4 22.9 

Frontlinl.\ SLates 4.0 23.2 9.5 3.3 9.7 

USSR 
2.9 14.9 8.0 4.0 9.9 

3. 
Presidents Bush and Margaret Thatcher were the most popular personalities cited in the negol.iation process followed by 
Knunda, Nujoma. Mugabe, de Que liar and Gorbachev in !hat order.African respondents gave higher support to the Frontline 

St.ate Presidents, Gorbachev and de Quell:i.r than ocher groups. 

Table 15 

Tot:il African While Coloured Indian 

Margaret Thatcher 8.9 31.3 48.2 30.0 42.8 

President Bush 8.8 33.6 38.1 29.3 43.6 

President Kaunda 5.3 33.5 5.6 3.5 9.9 

Sam Nujoma 5.0 31.9 5.4 5.5 6.9 

Mugabe 4.9 32.6 3.9 2.6 8.0 

de Qucllar 4.3 21.8 12.4 7.3 12.9 

Gorbachev 3.0 15.2 10.1 3.7 11.6 

,. 



1 What is the bes/ way to ensure that the agreement reached is implemented 

1. More respondents (34.3 percent) felt that the negotiators themselves should ensure the implementation of the agreement 
than other agents. 

Table 16 

African White Coloured Indian 

Percentage Responses 45.5 56.8 45.3 47.0 

2. 8.6 percent felt that a joint task force of MK/ AP ALA and SA OF shou Id monitor the negot.i:1lions, Afric:1n respondents 
supporting this to the greater extenL 

Table 17 

African White Coloured Indian 

Percentage Responses 16.3 6.8 5.7 4.5 

3. 7.9 percent felt that the super-powers should ensure that the agreement is implemented fairly. There was no appreciable 
difference by r:1ce in this viewpoinL 

4. 9.4 percent felt that the agreement should be implemented through an educative process, 5.5 percent through the media 
and 3.9 percent through political organisations. Faith in the media was demonstrably lower among Africans (2.5 percent) 
than among other groups. 

Table 18 

White Coloured Indian 

Percentage Responses 12.7 16.2 12.0 _ 

5. Only 30 respondents (0.8 percent) thought that the UN should supervise the implementation. 

6. 55 percent of the respondents felt that those violating the agreement should be punished by exclusions and bannings. 
Tbere was no appreciable difference in the numbers supporting this viewpoint by race. 

7. 13.7 percent felt that dissensio; should be resolved through discussions, more Africans being in support of this ('.!0.2 
percent) than other groups. 

The Outcome of Negotiations 

1. A small majority (50.8 percent) were optimistic that economic equ:ility would follow political equality. Whites were more 
optimistic in this context than other groups. 

Table 19 

Tot:il African White Coloured lndi:in 

Yes 50.8 53.7 69.5 62.0 51.0 
No 20.9 31.0 13.9 22.3 23. I 
Uncertain/Don't Know 23.6 15.3 16.6 15.8 25.9 

- - - ·:';~'t :'•::::- -- ··---··- -



Which of /1,e following societies would you like to see in Sowh Africa· Capitalism, Socialism, Communism? 

l. A greater number of respondents (44 .1 pcrccnl:lge) favoured a soci::ilist than 1hosc who favoured a capiUJlist society (32. l 
percent). A significantly higher number of black respondents (African, Coloured and Indian) favoured a socialist society th:m 
white respondents (22.1 percent). An overwhelming number of whites (58.9 percent) favoured a capitalist society (77. l 
percent) Lhan blacks (34.9 percent). However, 42.9 percent of respondents felt that equal living standards for all would be 
achieved by pursuing a free market economy. Slightly more (4 7 .2 percent) felt that lhc existing role of workers in companies 
should be maintained, with trade unions ensuring fair wages and fair conditions. 33. 7 percent wanted nationalisation of key 
economic sectors like banldng, mining, and construction, but leaving small enterprises in private hands. 7 .9 percent favoured 

total nationalisation. 

Table 20 

Which rorm or society do you favour? 

Total African White Coloured Indian 

Socialist 44.1 60.2 22.1 57.0 59.4 

Communist 6.0 10.6 0.9 3.5 4.4 

Capitalist 32.1 29.1 77.l 39.4 36.2 

Protection of minority rights 

1. 
A small majority (48.6 percent) rejected che idea of safeguarding minority rights. The rejeccion was highest among Afric:ins 
(65.8 percenc) and lowest among whites (21.2 percent). Conversely. 66.3 percent of whites supponed protect.ion of minority 

rights as against 22.4 pem:nt African. 

\ 

2. 
A large majority (63.3 percent) rejected safeguarding tribal rights. The rejection was overwhelming from Afric:ins (81.l 
percent) and lowest among whites (37.2 percent). Conversely, African suppon for trib:il representation was lower (10.3 

percent) as against white support of 48 percenL 

A large minority (38.1 percent) favoured proportional representation by race in a single parliament. Race-wise, an 
overwhelming majority of lndi:ms (77 percent) supported proportional representation. Coloureds gave che lowest suppon' 
for proportional representation (15 percent). There was practically no difference between Africans and whites on this is 

sue (43.3 and 45.6 percents respectively). 

Table 21 

Do you think it is necessary, apart from universal franchise to lay down a minimum number of seats per racial group in 

parliament to ensure minority representation? 
... 

Yes 
No 
Uncertain 

Table 22 

Total 

35.8 
48.6 
12.4 

African 

22.4 
65.8 
11.8 

Whice Coloured 

66.3 43.8 

21.2 31.4 

12.6 15.8 

1 Do you consider it necessary also to ensure tribal representation like Xhosa, Tswana, Sotho, etc 

Total African While Coloured 

Yes 21.7 10.3 48.0 35.9 

No 63.3 81. I 37.2 49.2 

Unccrtnin 11.4 8.6 14.8 1-1.9 

~ •-: -

lndiJn 

53.4 
40,4 
15.2 

lndi:in 

25.6 
56.9 
17.5 



Do you think that South Africa should have a new name and a new national anthem? 

1. 64.2 percent of the respondents did not want South Africa's name changed. Of the 23.8 percent who wan1ed the name to be 

changed, the highest number of respondents chose Az:inia (8.1 percent) 

2. Most respondents wanted Nkosi Sikcl'iAfrica as South Africa's National An1hem (50.5 percent). 27.4 percent wanted a new 

anthem and 10 percent wanted Die Stem. 

Table 23 

New Name 

Tot.al African White Coloured Indian 

Yes 
23.8 35.0 13.1 13.7 11.2 

No 
64.2 56.1 81.5 80.0 79.6 

Uncertain 
7.5 8.9 5.4 6.3 9.2 

Table 24 

New Anthem 

Tol:11 African White Coloured IndiJn 

Die Stem 
10.0 0.8 26.7 l7.9 21.7 

Nkosi Sikel'iAfric:,. 55.5 80.2 I 1.0 26.0 23.8 

New Anthem 27.4 14.2 49.0 46.6 46.3 

Would you describe South Africa as a violent society? 

1. 56.8 percent of the respondents saw South Africa as a violent society. 

Table 25 

Is South Africa a violent society? 

Tol:11 African White Coloured Jndi:in 

Yes 56.8 64.5 60.9 38.2 5.u 

No 
27.4 22.4 25.2 53.0 30.0 

Uncertain 4.3 3.2 5.6 5.2 7.6 

Who do you tllink is responsible for tlte l'iolence? 

80.1 percent of the respondents blamed the apartheid and the government, including the SAP and SADF, for the violence . 
Africans placed blame on the system toa significantly greater extent than whites and Indians. There was no difference in Zulu/ • 

• 

• 

Xhosa perceptions in regard. 

More English speakers (58.2 percent) regarded South Africa as a violent society than Afrikaans speakers (41.6 percent). 
Conversely, more Afrik:J..Jns spc:J.king respondents ( 45.2 percent) felt that South Af ric:i. was not a violent society than English 
sp~king respondents (29. 9 percent). 42.0 percent of respondents blamed the violence on lnkath:i./KwaZulu Police; Afric:i.ns 

nnd Indians did so to a greater extent than whites and Coloureds . 

A lesser pcrcen1.1gc of Africans bl~mcd the viokncc on poverty :incl employment 1han did other groups. 

Whites and Indians :;:1"1 thr. violence as a struggle for !'-:,-... ~r !•-: •. -!i extent than (nlr)l1f~tl~ :ini~ 1, rocans . 



Table 26 

ls South Arrica a violent society? 

Responses African White Coloured lndi:in 

Government/SADF/SAP 80.1 45.2 14.5 35.0 14.7 

Inkatha/KwaZulu Police 42.0 11.5 2.5 0.9 8.3 

Poverty /lJ nemp Joyment 41.5 16.3 24.S 29.1 27.8 

St.ruggle for power 15.6 15.2 48.3 21.1 36.1 

CriminaJs 12.7 4.2 3.5 6.7 6.0 

UDF 8.0 0.9 2.0 0.4 0.8 

COSATU 6.4 0.8 1.5 0.4 

Shortage of land 6.2 2.4 0.2 0.9 2.6 

Youth 3.9 1.8 2.2 4.0 2.3 

School Children 3.8 1.4 0.7 1.3 1.5 

l/ow do you tltink tire violence can be stopped? 

• There were a range of suggestions on how to stop the violence. Joint action by l~ders involved in the conflict gained 
greater support (27 percent) from respondents. United intervention between Mandela and Buthelezi was suggested by 12 

percent of respondents. 

• 16.5 percent thought that only a new government could stop the violence. 13 percent fe lt that the solution 1:iy in reform 
measures that would elimina1c poverty and give the people adequate land and housing. 16 percent recommended strong-

arm action, detention of trouble makers and imp:inial police action. 

• Afric:ins and lncli:ms recommended detention to the greater extent th:in Coloureds :mt! whites and more whites, 20.3 

percent favouring police action. 

Table 27 

How do you think the violence can be stopped? 

Total African White Coloured lndian 

Through joint action by the leaders of the organisations 
involved in the conflict 27.0 3S.4 49.0 38.1 45.S 

New Government 16.5 19.2 33.0 32.6 24.4 

Through Mandela and Buthelczi, who through their unity, 
could unite the warring factions 12. l 18.1 16.9 8.3 2-t.8 

Reform measures that will eliminate poverty amt give the 
people adequate land and housing 11.9 i5.S 20.S 19.3 18.1 

SociaJ reform 1.1 1.1 3.1 1.3 1.1 

By detaining all trouble makers 10.1 16.3 14.0 7.3 17.8 

Through impartial strong police/milit:iry action 5.9 5.4 20.3 6.0 7.4 

Through intervention by ~andcla 6.7 13.3 2.9 7.3 9.2 

Through intervention by Buthclczi 2.5 4.3 2.7 1.0 5.2 

Through the return of all children to school' S.8 5.4 15.1 8.5 11.7 



' 

Table 28 

How do you reel about the political developments that are presently taking place in the country? 

Tot.11 African White Coloured Indian 

Optimistic 47.3 46.1 59.0 58.4 50.8 
Pessimisr.ic 13.2 15.3 14.5 10.6 10.9 
Don't Know 11.7 17. I 5.8 7.1 9.4 
Uncertain 20.8 21.5 20.6 23.9 28.9 

Table 29 

'\Vhy do you feel that way? 

Total African White Coloured Indian 

There are posir.ive developments in Lhe country 66.1 64.2 79.2 59.4 65.5 

There is too little development/no real change 27.1 31.1 16.9 28.4 22.6 

The future is unclear 18.0 19.4 14.7 14.8 22.6 

There is support for government/De Kleck 8.2 9.1 7.5 8.3 5.8 

Too much violence 6.3 5.8 4.8 4.8 11.0 

Too many problems wilh Lhe Government 2.4 3.4 2.0 0.7 0.6 

Too many problems with UDF/ANC 2.0 0.8 4.2 2.8 2.3 

There is support for A NC/Mandela 1.3 1.4 1.0 0.7 1.7 

Too much is happening 100 quickly 1.0 0.4 2.0 0.9 2.3 

Whites fear negor.iations 0.9 0.2 2.4 1.2 1.4 

The leaders are selling out the struggle 0.1 0.1 

.. Most respondents were oplimistic about ncgor.iations and the op1imism was due to a gennral perception that there we 
posilive developments occuring in the country. A considerable proportion of respondems were unsure about the pace, 
expressing the opinion that things were h:ippening too fast or proceeding too slowly. 

• 

• 

• 

Generally the results emphasise a dichotomy in the expectations of the enfranchised and disenfranchised and simult.1 
ncously indicate areas of convergence among the three racial minorities. 

All three disenfranchised race groups arc closer 10 each other in their attitudes to capitalism, socialism and a mixed 
economy; they support the ANC and want a new constitution on the basis of universal adult franchise, nnd a single 
parliament in a unitary state. There is a general rejection of protection for minority rights. 

However, Indians and Coloureds arc closer to whites than Africans on the issues of the armed struggle, total n:uionalisa 
tion and the participation of workers in companies. Until racism is clestroyed, a long and difficult process in the Sou1h 
African clim:11e, it may well be that as the African muscle sLrcngthens, so the three minority race groups may come closer 
together. 

As o generality, South Afric:ins welcome negoti~uions and see it as the only solu1ion 10 a r:ice-rictdcn society (73 percent); 
they support the present t.1lks between the NP :incl ·11-: AN(': but 1hey arc ctivi(lcd ah0,J1 wh:ll :.h, .· •. 0 ;11 from ncgo1i:11.i00~ 



• 

• 

There is considerable confusion as Lo whether even that which they believe they want, they will get from the new dispens.:ition . 

The majority. though the size of the majority differs by race, want: 

1. a new constitution giving all South Africans equal and common franchise rights to elect one non-racial parliament, (African 
91 percent, Coloured 84 percent, Indian 72 percent, White 55 percent) 

Simult.aneously a sizable minority (21 percent) want some sort of protection against racial domination. Whites are almost 
evenly decided between a new constitution based on universal adult franchise as they are on one similarly based but including 
protection for group rights. Indians and Coloureds expressed a need for such protection to a far greater extent than Africans. 

• A majority of Africans alone (58 percent) wanted to see all race based institutions banned, and there was fairly high overall 
support for retaining the right of a person to live in racially exclusive areas or auend racially exclusive schools. 

Table 30 

Support a single uniL1f)' parliament -
no minority protection 

Support minority protection 

Support banning of all racially 
based institutions 

Support freedom to have racially 
mixed or exclusive residential 
areas and schools 

Suppo11 for ANC 

Support for M::mdcl:i 

Support for De Klerk 

Suppo11 for socialism 

Support for capitalism 

Equal living standards are best 
achieveQ through a free market 
economy as in USA 

Equal living standards are best 
achieved through nationalisation 
as in USSR 

, Support for workers owning companies 

Support for violence 

White 

55.0 

53.4 

27.4 

72.6 

7.1 

18.7 

47.2 

22.7 

77.1 

76.1 

1.2 

2.1 

2.5 

African 

91.0 

12.8 

58.0 

42.0 

79.3 

66.7 

10.4 

60.2 

29.1 

41.3 

14.5 

8.1 

19.9 

Indian 

72.0 

33.7 

37.5 

62.5 

35.0 

27.6 

32.2 

59.4 

36.2 

53.7 

3.9 

1.9 

4.5 

Coloured 

84.0 

27.5 

36.7 

63.3 

29.4 

15.4 

19.0 

57.0 

39.4 

61.1 

4.4 

3.6 

5.0 








