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ThE( Day 
~ ... 

Judge- ynch 
Cried ~Hang! 

by LAWRENCE ELLIOTT 

Slowly the crowd swelled-nd while authority turned 

its back, a howling mob took over and shamed a city 

F
OR AMERICANS, the year 1933 
was a year of rising tension, 
frustration, feac In the Spring, 

with the Depression nearing its 
peak, the banks closed. One out_ of 
every three people needing work 
had none. 

Bu t crime and violence flour
ished. A bank robber named John 
D illinger was given more newspa
per space that Fall than the Presi
dent of the U. S. and, one after an
other, the n ames of Lindbergh , 
Boettcher, Hamm, O'Donnell and 
Urschel h ad appeared on the front 
pages, the victims of kidnappings. 
Some were ransomed, s01ne killed. 
No one felt safe any more . . .. 

San Jose, California , on the eve
ning of November 9, presented the 
picture of any desperate, D epres
sion-ridden town across the country 
-only more so. Once a pleasant 

JUNE, 1956 

little fruit~canning community in 
the Santq ·Clara Valley, about 40 
miles outside of San Francisco, now 
it had been swollen to a population 
of 50,-000 by drought-driven "Okies" 
and impoverished Mexicans. 

Newcomers and old felt pushed 
around, but there seemed nothing 
they could do about it. 

A few minutes before six that 
evening, 22-year--old Brooke Hart 
walked our of his father's depart
ment store and climbed into his 
roadster. A man stepped on to the 
running board, said something to 
young Hart and got in beside him. 

Four and a half hours later, the 
telephone rang in Brooke Hart's 
home. His father, -concerned be
cause the boy had said he'd drive 
straight home from the store, went 
quickly to pick up the phone. 

" 'vVe've got your son," said a 
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muffled voice. ''If you want to see 
him alive, get $40,000 and be ready 
to follow instructions. We'll be in 
touch." 

The elder Hart got the $40,000. 
Then he went to the police. Sheriff 
William J Emig promptly traced 
the long-distance call, found that it 
came from a pay booth in San Fran
cisco. Then he put a tap on the 
Hart teiephone. 

Next day, Brooke's empty road
ster was found on a lonely road 30 
miles northwest of San Jose, head
lights still burning. 
· Alexander J. Hart received an
other call, and then a note, from 
fJ-i.e .kidnappers. 

On November 16, a third call 
tame, tbi~ iime from inside San 
i} ose.. Sheriff Emig himself sped to 
!he scene, a public garage. In the 
,pay booth, Thomas :H. Thurmond 
\"3.S 'instructing Brooke Hart's fa-
1the:r: "Drive toward Los Angeles on 
-lhe coast road. A man :with a \vnite 
mask will stop you ... ," 

He was arrested and taken to the 
Santa OJara County jail. He was a 
small dark man of 30 or so, an 
unemployed San Jose automobile · 
mechanic. Some of the policeme;b -
knew him. 

Tom Thurmond 's confession 
came willingly, almost eagerly, ac
cording to the police. He and Jack 
Holmes had planned the whole 
thing between them, Thurmond 
admitted. They had pulled it off. 

\Vhere w.as Brooke Hart now? 
Dead. 
Thurmond seemed tired, glad 

that it was all over. · 
Jack Holmes, he said, had gotten 

into Hart's car and forced him to 
drive toward the Calveras Dam 
area near San Francisco Bay. Thur
mond had followed in his own car. 
~ half mJle from the San Mateo 

Bridge they stopped, blindfolded 
Hart?and contlnued on to the bridge 
in Thurmond's ,car. There they 
smashed the boy over the head witli. 
a brick, trussed him with 'wire and 



weighted him with two concrete 
blocks. T hen they threw him in the 
Bay. 

When they saw him struggling 
around in the water, they shot him 
six times. 

Then they had meant to kill him 
from the stare 

"Yes. We thought it would be 
easier with him out of the way. We 
didn't want to bother with lugging 
him around the countryside." 

Sheriff Emig's men picked up 
Jack Holmes at his home and 
brought him to the county jail. 

\-'\lithin hours, newspapers were 
on the street with Thurmond's gris
ly confession. Holmes, the police 
said, had corroborated it. 

By the time the two men were 
led across to the courthouse for ar
raignment, 60 or 70 people had 
gathered in front of old $t. James 
Park to watch. 

For days, San Jose talked only of 
the murderers of Brooke Hart as 
the newspapers reported every de
tail of what Holmes and Thurmond 
ate and wore and said. 

Holmes' father, a tailor, after a 
visit with the prisoner, said his son 
told him: 

"Dad, I swear to you I had no 
part in this thing." 

But his confession? Didn't he 
confess" 

In the barbershops and taverns 
and drugstores, San Joseans turned 
lawyer, judge and executioner. 

"I see where the guy who sold 
Thurmond the concrete b!ocks 
identilied him. That oughta clinch 
it." 

"I don't know. They'll plead in
sanity- like Loeb and Leopold. 

They might even get off. -Mark my 
words." 

"They better not. They just bet
ter not. They're guilty as hell and 
as far as I'm concerned a trial is a 
waste of time and money." 

"Somebody oughta string 'em 
up. Ain't safe for respectable peo
ple to walk the streets any more." 

ON SUNDAY MORNJNG, November 
26, two duck hunters discovered 

the battered and sodden body of 
Brooke Hart near the shoreline of 
San Francisco Bay. 

Word that they were bringing 
Hart back to Sa·n Jose re-charged 
the sullen, blind resentment focused 
on the t,-vo men in the jail. Clusters 
of people met on the sidewalks, 
spoke heatedly, then moved on to
ward St. James Park. 

By 4 P.M. that day, a couple of 
hundred men were gathered be
_tween the park and the courthouse, 
staring restlessly at the brick jail. 

Governor James Rolph, Jr., was 
alerted to the heightening tension. 

"l will not, under any circum
stances, send National Guard troops 
to protect those two," the Governor 
said. "Maybe California is going to 
give the country a lesson in bow to 
deal with kidnappers." 

As night fell, the crowd in front 
of the courthouse moved in closer. 
A few began to shout: "Send them 
out here. We'll take care of them!" 

Inside, Sheriff Emig ordered ail 
firearms locked in a back room. He 
swore in 20 special deputies and, 
distributing tear gas bombs to city 
police, sent them out front to put 
up a barricade. 

There were over 3,000 people ll)l 



0 front of the jail now. A steady, omi
nous sound, like a growl deep in the 
throa t, hung over them, punctuated 
at intervals by a hoarse shout: 

"vVe want Holmes and Thur
mond 1" 

Suddenl y, the crowd surged 
ahead. There was no signal the 
accumulated weight of their bod ies 
pressing forward simply forced 
those in the front ranks up against 
the barricade, and through. 

In a chaotic split second, the po
lice were brushed aside and 3,000 
ho\vling men and women made a 
concerted rush for the jail. 

Patrolman Nick Torres threw the 
first tea r gas bomb. For an instant, 
the blinding, .acrid fumes halted the 
rush. Then the mob pressed for
ward again. Two more gas bombs 
exploded and, this time, spluttering 
and choking, they fell back. 

"Go on home," shouted a deps 
uty. "Let the law handle this." 

THE MOB booted derisively. Loose 
now i.n the 20th century were the 

primitive passions of another age. 
Those men up in the jail had be
come more than the brutaJ killers 
of Brooke Hart. They were now the 
incarnation of evil-and they had 
to be exorcised. 

A brick smashed through a 
ground floor · window of the jail. 
Soon, a steady tattoo of bricks and 
tiles, brought from a post office u n
der cons tru ction nearby, beat 
against the walls and cra she d 
through the windows. 

More gas bombs exploded, but 
they merely fed the mob's fury. 

Then back somewhere in the 
bowels of the mob a horrible, re-
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lentless ch.ant began: "Brooke H art 
... Brooke Hart . . Brooke Hart .. _ ' · 

In St. James Park, someone 
climbed to the top of the statue of 
William McKinley and cried out: 
"All right I Let 's get some men with 
guts enough to follow men. \,Ve're 
going in and bring those bastards 
out 1" 

Then, leading a pla loon of some 
50 men, he made for the skeleton of 
the new post office. Back they came 
with two 25-foot lengths of eight
inch pipe. 

One rush and the barricade was 
down- for good. The police, their 
supply of tear gas depleted, 
fell back. 

,. Once, twice, three times the bat
tering Tam smashed into the jail's 
great iron doors as the mob roared 
encourqgement. One more ram and 
the doors gave. 

"Brooke Hart ... Brooke Hart ... 
Brooke Hart . _ . " 

Deputies were knocked down as 
screaming, scrambling men poured 
through the doors. Sheriff Emig was 
clubbed to the floor unconscious. 

In swept the mob, shouting, peer
ing into one ~-ell after another_ 

"Here he is" ' 
Jack Holmes clung to the grating 

of his second-floor cell. 
"I'm Holmes," he cried to them, 

"but for God's sake give me a 
chance to explain my part in this 
thing." 

They b ea t his knuckles with 
bricks and pried his fingers loose 
from the grating. 

Upstairs, six men found Thur
mond. He l ay quivering on the 
floor, desperately clutching a pipe. 

''Please," he sobbed. "Please." 

CORONET 



T he six knelt on the stone floor 
of the cell and prayed for Thur
mond's soul. Then they dragged 
him out. 

Battered and bleeding, the pris
·oners were h au led across to St. 
James Park, H olmes naked , Thur
mond babbling ipcoherently. There 
ropes were fitted to two elm trees. 
T he statue of McKinley was lost 
beneath the horde tha t clung to it 
in a fra n tic quest for a better view. 

"S tring ·em upl" 
T hurmond, who had fainted w:ith 

fear, was fitted for the noose first. 
As he was hoisted slowly into the 
air, someone began the chant again: 
" Brooke Hart ... Brooke Hart ... 
Brooke Han ... " 

W ith a final spasm, Thurmond 
hung- quie tly. 

Holmes, who stood over six feet 
and weighed 200 pounds, fought 
for his life. Twice he tore his hands 
loose and threw the noose off his 
neck. They pummeled him merci
lessly and, in the end, pinned his 
arms behind him and pulled the 
rope taut. 

"Please, boys," he begged, "don't 
string me up. Don't ... " 

They drew his naked body high 
iP.to the air and after one frenzied· 
convulsion he hung there, turning 
slowly on the end of the rope. 

For perhaps an hour the cro\vd 

Familywise 

drifted uncertainly about the park. 
A few minutes before midnight, two 
squads of San Francisco police ar
rived. They cut the bodies down 
and carried them to the funeral 
parlor where, in another room, lay 
th!"'. remains of Brooke H art. 

Next day, Governor· Rolph saidy 
"If anyone is arrested for the good 
job, I ' ll pardon them all." 

There was no need, for in Jan
uary a coroTter 's juryc found insuffi
cient evidence to indict anyone for 
the San Jose lynchings. The deaths 
of Thomas H. Thurmond and John 
M. Holmes, the jury concluded, 
h ad come a t the hands of a mob 
whose members were unknown. 
Sheriff Emig, who had sustained a 
brain concussion in defense of his 
prisoners, was exonerated of any 
blame. 

Some months lat er, Ellis 0. 
Jones, an official investiga tor for 
the American Civil Libez·ties Union, 
wrote that, while it was not his 
province to examine guilt or inno
cence in the lynchings, he had gone 
to considerable pains to check on 
" the ironclad alibi" offered for him 
by Jack Holmes' parents. "There 
are many incredible features of the 
so-called confession obtained by 
third-d egree methods," he said---
and it is entirely possible that an in
nocent man was hanged at San Jose. 

MOST OF us don't find any use for the advice our parenL~ gave us until 
we have a family of our own. 

A PRACTIC ING PSYCHOLOGIST is a mother who ean convince her child 
that he will have a better time playing next door. - Wall Str«I J ournal 
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.THE CASE AGAINST THE GALLOWS 
I' o ~-, I ,- • I •. G:> 

TffREE saboteurs were hanged in the "Pre-
toria Central Prison last week for 

murdering a man who was going to give 
evidnce against their organisation. Another 
man, John Harris, has been sentenced to 
death for murdering Mrs. Ethel Rhys in 
the Johannesburg station bomb outrage. 
There is a possibility of hangings in other 
sabotage cases. 

The execution of the 
three African saboteurs 
has caused an outcr y 
from the United Nation 's 
Special Committees on 
Colonialism and Apart
heid and from oth er an
ti-apartheid leaders and 
organisations in Africa 
and overseas. 

The South African Go
vermnent's reply is that 
these protests "re
present in effect a con
donation of a crime of 
murder simply on the 
grounds that the killing 
was associated with an 
alleged political motive". 

South Africa's Minis
ter of Foreign Affairs, 

,Dr. Muller, asks how 
two United Nations 
bodies can "condone po
litical assassination on 
political grounds". 

We do not intend to 
get involved at this stage 
"in the argument that is 
xaging over this case. 

It is not the purpose 
of this article to seek to 

efend, justify or excuse 
,condemned ind ividual 
killers or to plead for 
m ercy on their behalf. 

But should not the 
death penalty itself be 
abolished? 
· Some of the most en
lightened people in th·e 
world say it sh ould . 

We agree with them. 

Barbarous 
The real argument 

against the death sen
tence is n ot that murder
ers, saboteurs and ar med 
robbers deserve a light
er sentence for their bar 
bar ous acts - but that 
legali§~d killing by the 

State is fundamentally 
barbarous. 

Executions degrade 
the executioners and the 
society which employs 
them. 

It is understandable that 
individuals, in the emotion 
of the hour, should wish 
to see dealers in death, or
people who threaten their 
lives, suffer the death 
penalty. 

But the State should be 
more civilised and not Iess 
civilised than the indivi
duals which it is suppos
ed to serve and represent. 
Individuals may seek re
venge ·but . 

''Vengeance ls Mine, 
sayeth The Lord". 

It is not the function of 
the State - on behalf of 
Society - to impose pun
ishment by way of ven
geance. 

Punishment is intended 
as a deterrent to the of
fenders and as a protec
tion to the community. 

The Judiciary is well 
aware that this is its func
tion. 

Abolished 
Some of the most civil

ised and most ,enlightened 
countries in the world 
have abolished capital 
punishment. 

Thirty-six countrie,s have 
done away with the death 
penalty because of its "le
gal and ethical consider
ations and its irrelevance 
to modern society". 

Most of the leading 
countries in Europe hav,e 
abolished executions. Not
able exceptions are Bri
tain, France and Eire. But 
in these countries it sur
vives for only a limited 
number of crimes ahd 
there are strong and grow
ing movements a~ainst 
capital punishment m all 
three countries. 

Last week's executions in Pretoria have 
been taken into the political arena by 
anti-apartheid groups overseas. POST says 
that the fundamental issue of Capital 
Punishment, however, must not be regard
ed as a political issue. South Africa should 
abolish the death penalty not because of 
outside pressures but because it is the 
enlightened thing to do. Here is one way 
in which our country could show an ex-

ample to the rest of Africa. 

In Britain, the latest 
available figures show 
that ten people are exe
cuted ,each year. 

Africa lags behind. 
In South Africa in the 

last four years 396 people 
were executed. This figure 
must be one of the highest 
in the modern world. It 
is not a record to be proud 
of or complacent about. 
Last year the figure top
ped a century-102 people 
were hanged. They includ
ed 89 Africans, six Whit.es 
and seven Coloured 
people. 

No deterrent 

stealing from people 
watching the executions. 

In the U.S.A. where 
executions have been re
duced from 200 a year to 
68 in the last quarter of a 
century, serious crime has 
decreased markedly in 
proportion to the 190-mil
lion of its population. 

In 1963 the Canadian 
Parliament was told that 
123 convicted murderers 
were walking Canada's 
streets - "completely re
habilitated, their debt to 
society repaid. Murderers 
and sex offenders make 
the best par.olees". 

So final People who sincerely be
lieve that capital punish
ment is necessary often Although the system of 
advance the argument that justice in the modern 
it serves as a deterrent. ·state is designed to pre
Do away with the rope, vent miscarriages of jus
they say, and. there ~ill be tice, there can be no guar
a big increase in serious antee that an innocent 
crime. - man may not be condemn-

Experience elsewhere ed to death. 
does not bear this out. If he were sent,enced to 

Holland has no capital life imorisonment and new 
punishment. It also ilas facts eame to light after 
the lowest murder rate in the trial, it would stiII be 
the world. possible to rectify an error 

In Europe in the early of justice. 
part of the last century, But the gallows is so 
120 classes of crime car- final 
ried the death penalty. Archbishop W i 11 i am 
You could be executed for Temple of Britain once 
associating with gypsies or said: "Capital punishment 
stealing turrups. can only lower the value 

Seven-year-old children of human life". 
were hanged for offences This is something South 
which today in a civilised Africa should tak,e to 
community would lead to heart. God knows how nee
investigations of the home essary it is in this country 
conditions but no punish- to increase the value of. 
ment of the children. and respect for, human 

A 13-year-old boy was life. 
hanged in public in Bri- It is only when regard 
tain a century ago for for the sanctity of human 
stealing a spoon. life becomes an instinct in 

Y ct all this did not stop all sections of ·society t hat 
pickpockets risking the a count ry can call ItseH 
gallows themselv~ by truly civilized. 



First 
CAPE TOWN. -This 
w~ the first execu
tions of Poqo Africans 
took place in the Pre
toria Central Prison. 

Six were h anged for the 
murder of their tribal chief 
in October last year. 

They said in court that the 
Poqo organisation in Langa had 
sent them to the Transkei to 
murder the chief. 

They ·were each given R30 
and weapons including a pistol 
and a panga. They duly carried 
out the instructions. 

Three more Africans h ave 
been sentenced to death but the 
executions have not been 
carried out yet. 

They were convicted of 
attempting to assassinate Chief 
·Kaiser Matanzima. They were 
also members of the Poqo orga
nisation. 

These death sentences focus 
1 attention on South Africa's 

execution rate-about 68 people 
go to the gallows each year. 

This is an average of four , 
Whites, eight Coloureds, one 
Asian and 55 Africans annually. 

In the last decade nearly 680 
people have been hanged in 
South Africa. 

Sea gems 
D IAMONDS from the sea

here is a romance story for 
you. 

A barge nudges - back and 
forth off the South-West Afri
can coast sucking up diamonds 
from the seabed. 

Irate . fisherm en complain 
that it is sucking up crayfish 
as well. 

Just to the north is Skeleton 
Coast. Opposite is a bleak 
terrain closed to the public. 

Scattered around are islands 
like Plum Pudding, Roast Beef 
and Noah's Ark. 

Further south is Panther 
·Head on the mainland. 

\(l'his Is the perfect romantic 
~iling. • 

No one would -expect to find 
politics here_ And yet politics 
has reared its head as It always 
does in South A fl'ica. 

Here Afrikaner Nationalist 
and "Hoggenheimer" have 
foug ht a duel. 

Personalities 
And in the ~iddle of the 

rumpus are three diverse char
acters: the Texan, Sam Collins 
(diamond tie.pin, diamond cuff 
links), the former Nationalist 
M.P. for Aliwal. colourful Cap
tain G. H . F . Strydom, and the 
Cape Town lawyer, shrewd 
punter and Coloureds represen, 
tative in the House of Assembly 
Mr Abe Bloomberg. 

The story began w h en a 
g rou of Afrika n r r financiers 

4'-, .... , 

to 
qll:_ 

hang 
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plus Captain Strydom and Mr 
Bloomberg hit on the idea of 
really getting down to the task 
of exploiting the potentialities 
of sea diamonds. 

They brought .in Mr Collins
the man with the know-how. A 
company was formed, in which 
M r Co!Uns held 87½ per cent of 
the shares, and Messrs Strydom 
and Bloomberg 12! per cent. 

Then it was arranged that an 
entirely new company would be 
formed with the help of Afri
kaner and other capital, which 
would take over all the shares. 

Everyone would belong to 
this new company - Messrs 
Collins, Strydom, Bloomberg 
and Afrikaner financiers. 

At the eleventh hour, however, 
Mr Collins did a deal wlth two 
mining houses. Anglo Vaal and 
General Mining ( in which Mr 
Harry . Oppenhf'Jmer has · an 
interest) . 

Afrikane rs 
Apparently the Afrikaner 

financiers were demanding 
terms which Mr Collins was not 
prepared to grant. 

At this point Die Burger, the 
Cape Nationalist newspaper, 
practically had apoplexy. 

It represented the situation 
as another victory for "Hoggen
heimer" over Afrikaner capital. 

It announced that a new 
Afrikaner company would be 
formed for the express purpose 
of exploiting any new conces
sions which might be granted 
to it. 

As it happened t11e South
West African Administration 

I 

was sitting at the time wl'th 
hundreds of applications for ij1e 
concession for the rest of the 
coastline-bigger even than Mr 
Collins' concession. 

The new company was duly 
formed and it argued cogently 
that the administration could 
relieve Itself of a headache iby 
granting it the concession • e
cause It represented so m any 
thousands of shareholders. I 

This would shift from i t the 
responsibllity of deciding on the 
hundreds of applications. • 

The new company Te ra 
Marina, has received sea d:ia- . 
mond concessions for roughly 
650 miles of the South-W~st ' 
African coast-and that's a shot 
in the eye for Hoggenheiml:,r ! 

·what interests me is -w h a t 
will happen if South-W~s:t 
Africa is placed under UN. 
trusteeship ? Nothing I s , -
pose. 

And what Will 
some other country sends 
to fish for se_a diamonds 
outside the territorial w ate ,s ? 

Anyway, there it is - ·a
monds, romance and poli es. 
What m1Jre could a girl wan.t? 

' Transkei 
THE T1:anskei Constit 

Bill which sped through 
Hou_se of Assembly this we a t 
a clipping pace will perpetu~te 
the system of chiefs courts. 1 

These courts were estab.lis aj 
by the Native Administra on 
Act of 1927 to exercise civil d,nd 
criminal jurisdiction over .A.f:ri 
cans. 

The main function of ' he 
courts originally concerned c ··vil 
suits between Africans. App s 
lay to the N a tive Commis -
sioner's court . j 

More and more chiefs · coHrts 
have been g-iven criminal juris
diction, however, and wi ' er 
criminal powers. 

The fines which a chief co · a 
impose have been raised f rlo1n 
RlO or two head of cattle t o 
R40 or two head of cattle. , 

In addition, chiefs can im se 
whippings on unmarried t r i es- · 
men under the age of 30 ro
vided of course that they a.re 
members of the chief's tribe. 



4IANGING CRIMES: 
' J 

'SOUTH AFRICA · 
IGNORING TRENDS' 
~ ., ,.., _ _ '). -2b ;,r} Ai L.. 

r I - , n ,,__ STAFF REPORTER ., ') • b . f, ~ ---
SOUTH AFRICA was 
Western World trends 
capital offences. 

A lecttiber in 1tte Deparitrnent 
-Of Legal History at the Uni• 
versity of South Africa, Mr. M. 
A. Thompson., ma·kes illris state• 
ment in a startling review o;f 

capital puni'sbment in Soulh 
Afru:a. 

"At the moment, on the 

1
av. erage, th_e 'shocking f~.·ct is 
that a man 1s put to death once 
ev·ery three days in t'he Preto• 
ria Central Prison." 

47 PER CENT 
The tremendm.t'S increase in 

the use of tnc death pen:alty 
over t'he past two decades had 
in fact proportionately ut• 
stripped the gopulation growth 
several times. 

Mr. Thompson says in an 
3rtide entitled '"Ill{e Ethics of 
Ca!Yi'tai Punis hment," in "Codi· 
ci!lus," t'he journal of the Law 
Faculty of the university, that 
South Africa carries out 47 per 
cent of all recoTd·cd executions 
throughout the Free World. 

During the . 25 years preced• 

floundering in an unenlightened manner ~ainst 
hy expanding the number of crimes regard ed as 

ing 1969 • there were 1,419 
hangings in South Africa . 

In 1912, 24 persons were 
executed and in 1932 and in 
1942, notwitllstanding the in• 
crease, in popu1'llfron and in 
spite of the fa-ct th-at both the~ 
ltwo latter years ocrurred dm• 
ing perlods marked for their 
sooial tur!bulence. t!he number ' 
of executions amounted to 
nineteen and 12. 

In 1968;' the number of exe• 
-c_utions had reached a stagger• 
ing 119. ' 'This is co;mplet~ly 
a·gainst tlhe trend in the rert of 
the W estem World sin>ce the 
Secon:d World ·war, which has 
ibeen in the direction -of de 
facto or de jure aboMfon. 

'"It is a notalble fact that it :s 
pre-dominantly the communist 
and totalitarian countries 
where human life is regarded 
as being d-ispensa!ble, whi'ch 
makes extensive use of capital 
punishment. 1 

'CONTRADICTION' 
''The Western World, where 

lfJhe rai:son · d'etre of the law is 
the 'protection and ed1fi-cation 
of human lifo, ha-s realJised that 
capi'tal punishment is a contra• 
diction of this principle. 

Mr. Thompson said fflmt 
aigain the tendem:y in the West-

ern World had been to curtail 
the nLUIJiber of crimes for 
which capi1:al punishment coulld 
_be invoked. S'out'h Afri'ea, 
whose legi-slature was lamenta
bly inactive in its CO!ll\Yarative 
lega,J research was floundering 
in an unenhg'htene d manner 
against this !rend by expanding 
the num'b·cr of ca'J)ital crimes. 

Referring to Parliament's r -
cent rejection of .i. private 
member's motion to appoint a 
commission of inquiry into the 
acl:visability of a1boJtisbing tb,e 
death penalty, Mr. T,hompson 
said: 

"Unfortunately, Parliament 
in South Africa, unlik its 

..British counterpart, lmows no 
tradition which allows roeili
lbers to parti'Ci•pate in a debate 
on capi.'tal punishment wH'hout 
the normal r egard to Par'tY 
loyalt'ies." 

Seience meet · 
MARITZBURG.-Hundreds 0t 
scientists from all countries on 
this subcontinent . will m et 
here next week for the annwH 
congress of the S.A. Associa
tion for the Advancement f 
Science. - _ Sapa. 



-ix ·lianged 
5 Tf}~ 

hut · na1nes 
-.;i. b .-; :) L-
\Vithhe)d 

· Pretoria Bureau 
SIX people-all non-Wbites
were banged in Pretoria ye.s
te1:da:17. 

· A -senior . offic-ial of tbe 
Supreme .Court, P retor ia, con
firmed· the hangings, but de
clinecl ·to release names. 

One of tbo i e han ged was a 
Colomed man convic ted of 
·criminally assaulting a \Vhite 
infant. · 

· Criminologists condemned 
the hanfgings and the Depart
ment's· secrecy abo11t details, 
write.s a Sti!fi Reporter. 

Prof. S. -A-- Strauss, professor 
of criminal law at the Univer
sity of South Africa, said : "I 
feel it is in the interest of the 
public and of tl1e State that 
,!ietails of execu tions he· made 
known .' · 

_"As long as we con tinue to 
hide this information we are 
feeding. our en emies abroad 
·wi th a:mm1+nition." 

Dr. Barend van N iekerk, 
senio r lecturer in law at the 
University of the .Witwaters
rand and leader of the cam
paign for the abolition of the 
death penalty, said: "Imagine 
six people being hanged with
out the public knowing about 
it! 

"Considering that the only 
justification officially offered 
for capital puni..sbment is the 
reputed deterrent . effect, one 
can only marvel at the justti
fication for keeping these 
people's identities secret:' . 



Capital punishment 
~slams door .;ii•"Iove' 

Daily News Correspondent 

JOHA NESBURG, 
Wednesday. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
was a polite phrase for a 
special kind of homicide -
institutionalised homicide, 
Professor John Blacking, 
of the Deputment of Soc
ial Anthropology at the 
University of the Witwat
ersrand, said last night. 

One of three speakers at · a 
symposium on capital punish
ment .Professor Blacking said 
the dea•th sentence ruled out 
va lues of forgiveness and com
passi·on and asserted the in
t erests of a jea·lous, revengeful 
society, slamming the door on 
-love. 

If society resorted to ki'lling 
a-s a solution to its problems, it 

, should not be surprised if in-

cl;lvidu-als used irt: ·to solve theiT 
indivi<lua,! prnblems, he said. 

Prof. Ellison Kahn, dean of 
the Faculty of Law at the 
University, said that while 
South Africa bad been ex
tending the number of capital 
crimes, the rest of the world had 
been moving in the opposite 
direction. There had been a 
marked tendency fur the 
number o-f executions in South 
Afri'ca to ri-se and the percen
tage of reµri eves to decline. 

YEARLY AVERAGE 
From 1948 to 1966 an average 

<Yf 66 exec utions took place an
nually. Between 1957 and 1966 
the average was 89. In the past 
few yea•rs the figure had often 
been over 100. In all, between 
1911 and 1966, 2,107 persons 
were hanged for criminal of
fences, half of them between 
1953 and 1966. Of these, as far 
as one could calculate, some 80 
had been Whites, said Professor 

Ka'hn. 
In co-ntrast to the rise in ex

ecutions, the number of 
reprieves had dropped over the 
yeaTs. 

REFUTED 
Mr. J . Labuschagne, of the 

Dep-artment of Criminology a>t 
th e Univers~ty of South Africa, 
refuted the value of statisti'cs as 
an indication of how many 
potent:a-1 crimina,ls had refrain
ed from committing a capital 
crime throu gh fear of the death 
penalty. 

It was clear that for normal 
human beings no other punish
ment deterred a-s effectively 
from committing capital of
fence-s as the punishment of 
death. Other argu ments in 
favour , said Mr. Labuscha-gne, 
were that it helped educate the 
conscience of the whole com
muni and that the publi-c in 
South Afri-ca was in favour of 
it. 


























































