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DS:  Good morning,  my name is  Dimakatso Shongwe 

from the Documentat ion Centre of  the Univers i ty of  

Durban-Westvi l le .   Today we are talking with Mr 

Pri thi raj  Dul lay at  his  off ice at  Steve Biko Campus 

of  the Durban Inst i tute and Technology.   We are 

grateful  to  you for  working with us  in  our  project ,  

"Voices  of  Resis tance".   Mr.  Dul lay would you l ike 

to  tel l  us  a  l i t t le  bi t  about  yourself ,  where you were 

born and when.  

PD:  I was born in  Port  Shepstone.   But  before I say that ,  

welcome to our  campus.   I am proud this  is  cal led 

the Steve Biko Campus.   I think something that  i s  

long overdue has  taken place at  las t .   To get  back to  

your quest ion,  I was born in  Port  Shepstone on the 

18th December 1946.   In  a  way there is  something 

associated with my bir thday,  that  I only got  to  learn 

af ter  Steve was ki l led.   S teve and I were born on the 
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same day,  the same month,  the same year .   But  I 

only got  to  know that  af ter  he was dead.   In  

publ icat ions  about  him I jus t  suddenly real ised that  

we were born on the same day.   That  is  where the 

s imilar i t ies  the comparison and the s imilar i ty ends.  

 I am not  saying I was anything as  l ike,  as  big as  

Steve was,  I was a smal l  f ry,  and he was the 

charismat ic giant .   Port  Shepstone was my 

hometown.   I f inished both my primary and my 

secondary school ing there and then I went  onto 

become a teacher .   I t rained at  the Springfield 

Col lege of  Educat ion,  Springfield Training Col lege 

in  those days.   I a lso s tudied through UNISA as  

wel l ,  and I went  back to  Port  Shepstone to  s tar t  

teaching at  the very same high school  were I was a 

s tudent .   And I remained there unt i l  1977.   After  my 

arres t  I was then deported to  Greytown Secondary 

School  and short ly af ter  that  in  1978,  we f led the 

country.  

DS:  Okay.   Where were your parents  born?  

PD: Both my parents  are from the South Coast .   My 

father  was born in  Port  Shepstone.   My mother  was 

born mid-way between Durban and Port  Shepstone 

in  a  place cal led Ifafa.   An interest ing thing about  

my parents’ ,  especial ly my fathers’  upbringing,  

which I know something about  is ,  they grew up in  

what  was cal led the Sugar Mil l .   They were workers  

in  the Sugar Mil l  and when my father  was born my 

granny didn’t  have any breast  milk,  she was dry.   

But  because they l ived in  the same compound,  s ide 

by s ide with Zulu workers ,  a  Zulu woman who had 

just  had her  baby s ix  months  before,  breast -fed my 
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father .  Now, that  was an important  thing because 

the kind of  foods,  the rat ions  that  they were given 

were certainly not  good enough for  babies  [ to  eat ]  

and then you know, also another  important  part  was 

when Gandhi  cal led the s t r ike of  the workers  in  the 

-  of  the Indian workers  in  the plantat ions ,  in  the 

sugar  plantat ions ,  my grandparents  came out  on 

s t r ike and they were imprisoned for  three months ,  

and at  that  t ime there my father  being the oldest  of  

about  four  or  f ive chi ldren and he was about  seven 

eight  years  old,  he had to  take care of  the other  

chi ldren whi le my grandparents  were imprisoned.   

And he managed to  do this  largely due to  the 

support  and the sharing of  rat ions  that  he and the 

s ibl ings ,  the other  s ibl ings  received from the Zulu 

workers  who were on the same plantat ion.  And there 

was an amazing community spir i t  that  ex is ted 

amongst  workers  per  se.   These were Indian workers  

and Zulu workers  l iving s ide by s ide,  and they 

supported one another  through thick and thin.   

Interest ing.  

DS:  Interest ing.  Your grandparents  were they born in  

South Africa?  

PD: Yes.  My granny was born in  South Africa;  my 

grandfather;  he came from India;  he came from 

India and I presume there must  have been a fai r ly 

large age difference between them; but  that’s  the 

way i t  was in  those days,  you know.  And both of  

them set t led in  the Port  Shepstone area.    
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DS: Okay.   So about  your community,  were they,  how 

was the environment  in  your community,  did you 

have schools ,  doctors  or  cl inic?  

PD: Well  there were no cl inics  at  the t ime.   When I’m 

thinking of  my youth,  in  the other  years  there were 

no cl inics .   There was the one doctor;  a  person of  

colour;  who was Doctor  Gabriel ;  who is  s t i l l  a l ive;  

and I was the f i rs t  baby he had del ivered in  Port  

Shepstone in  1946.   He had just  s tar ted off  his  

pract ice as  a  young doctor  and he was the f i rs t  

doctor  of  colour unt i l  he es tabl ished pract ice in  Port  

Shepstone.   There was some serious  problems 

because I am the las t  born of  seven chi ldren.   Four 

of  my earl ies t ,  or  the earl ies t  born s ibl ings  didn’t  

survive,  they died.   They died,  some of  them was 

seven or  eight  years  old;  they died of  s imple 

chi ldren’s  diseases  which were preventable by the 

use of  a  vaccinat ion et  cetera.   So the las t  three of  

us  survived because by that  t ime my father  was 

holding down something l ike three jobs .   You know, 

he had various jobs  that  he used to  do.   He was at  

one s tage working as  a  cook for  a  whi te  family in  

the day.   In  the morning hours  he would be working 

in  a  shop that  used to  repair  bicycles  and sel l  

bicycles  and then he was working at  a  petrol  s tat ion 

between so many hours .   So he worked almost  

between s ix teen to  eighteen hours  a  day.   That  

enabled us  to  have a,  you know, reasonable amount  

of  money,  so that  the las t  three of  us  actual ly 

survived because of  that .   The mortal i ty rate  

amongst  people at  that  t ime with regards  to  their  

chi ldren was so incredibly high.   They died of  



 5 

s imple chi ldren’s  diseases  because there was never  

enough money to  go to  a  doctor .   And there were no 

doctors  anyway,  you went  to  a  hospi tal  and you 

joined the queues there and you were given inferior  

medicines ,  infer ior  t reatment  and people’s  levels  of  

educat ion were qui te  low,  so they didn’t  know how 

to actual ly deal  wi th,  you know, these s i tuat ions .   

So i t  was,  I was one of  the lucky ones  that  did 

survive.   And cl inics  were es tabl ished later  on in  

my,  in  the s ix t ies ,  in  the early s ix t ies ,  again as  a  

resul t  of  community ini t iat ive rather  than any kind 

of  Government  intervent ion.  

DS:  Okay.   So you said earl ier  on you were a teacher .   

Would you l ike to  tel l  us  about  your educat ional  

background?  

PD: It ’s  qui te  interest ing.   I came onto the scene when 

you know, we were looking for  something,  because I 

came from a rather  pol i t ical  family.   My,  especial ly 

my dad,  my grandparents ,  my dad used to  tel l  me 

s tories  about  my grandparents  and about  their  

s t ruggles  on the mil l  es tate  as  such,  the Umzimkulu 

Sugar Mil l  Estate.  And,  of  course,  wi th t ime my 

father  became an act ivis t  as  wel l ,  he joined the 

Natal -Indian Congress ,  he was part  of  the congress ,  

the Lions,  very sympathet ic  to  the Communist  Party 

and he was my role model  in  many ways.   And for  

me that  was important ,  and when I s tar ted teaching 

in ,  wel l  when I came for  my,  during my s tudent  

years  to  s tudy to  become a teacher .   At  the same 

t ime Steve,  Steve Biko was at  the Medical  School  

and Steve’s  ideas  were ideas  that  you know, f i l led 

us  wi th such an amazing amount  of  enthusiasm, 
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because i t  was the kind of  vehicle that  we were 

looking to  l iberate ourselves  and especial ly the 

incredible power of  the system that  had made us  feel  

infer ior .   It  had made us  feel  l ike ‘non-whites’ ,  i t  

had negated our humani ty and Steve’s  phi losophy of  

Black Consciousness  provided that  l iberat ion.   We 

l ived in  a  society which could only be described as  

l ike George Orwel l ’s  “1984”,  where the 

social isat ion process  had gone so far  down,  that  a  

large number of  our  people internal ised the 

inferiori ty complex  that  was being generated by the 

system to tel l  us  that  we were basical ly s tupid.   We 

began to  internal ise that  on several  levels ,  and so 

when Black Consciousness  came onto the scene,  i t  

was a t remendously important  l iberat ing factor  in  

our  l ives  and this  is  why young people,  who were 

s tudents  at  that  t ime,  you know, f locked to  the 

banner of  Black Consciousness  and so,  inevi tably,  

Black Consciousness  became a part  of  our  l ives .   It  

a lso penetrated my consciousness  so that  I could 

never  be the same again.   I could never  be the same 

as  I was previously,  because of  a  new awareness  

about  my ident i ty,  about  who I was,  who I am and a 

reject ion of  whatever  ident i ty has  been t r ied,  or  they 

t r ied to  thrust  a  certain  kind of  negat ion and I was 

able to  f ight  that  because of  the new phi losophy that  

we had created through SASO,  which is  the South 

African Students  Movement ,  Students  Organisat ion 

on the general  dr i f t  of  the Black Consciousness  

Movement  through the Black Peoples’  Convent ion,  

BPC and the Black Community Programmes.   And 

during my s tudent  years  there was a lot  of  contact  

wi th the leadership of  the Black Consciousness  
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Movement  in  part icular  Steve,  and we sort  of  spread 

the ideas  of  Black Consciousness  throughout  these 

inst i tut ions .   It  was a very radical  t ime in  South 

Africa’s  his tory as  wel l .   And for  us  i t  came at  the 

end of  a  period where vir tual ly al l  res is tance was 

crushed,  the PAC was banned,  ANC was banned.  

Sharpevi l le ,  the post-Sharpevi l le  South Africa,  

where you know, the power of  the s tate  was so 

complete,  so total  that  there was no,  nobody who 

could s tand up to  i t .   Because remember those in  the 

1960’s   were boom years ,  economic boom years  as  

wel l ,  and we also had the very act ive col laborat ion 

of  the West  in  support ing South Africa,  which is  

something we mustn’t  forget .  The Americans;  the 

Bri t ish;  the French;  the Israel is ;  al l  of  them 

col laborated and supported South Africa in  that  

period and they cont inued in  many cases  to  do so 

r ight  through unt i l  the early ninet ies .   They 

supported apartheid South Africa and this  why i t  

took such a long t ime for  l iberat ion to  come to  us .    

DS:  Just  to  go back a l i t t le ,  during your involvement  

wi th Steve Biko,  how old where you by then?  

PD: I was about  my twenty,  nineteen,  twenty,  twenty 

one,  around there about .  

DS:  Okay.   Would you l ike to  tel l  us  what  mot ivated you 

to  be involved in  these organisat ions ,  especial ly the 

channel l ing al l  the ideas  of  l iberat ion and al l  this  

s tuff?  

PD:  Well  again to  go back,  I came from a pol i t ical ly 

conscious background due to  my parents ,  my 

grandparent’s  involvements .   We were also l is teners  
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to  clandest ine radio s tat ions  in  1950,  I think i t  was,  

when the communist  party was banned.   It  had a 

radio s tat ion,  which was cal led Radio Freedom, 

which was broadcast ing from one of  the 

neighbouring countr ies ,  and every Sunday at  8:30,  

we used to  tune in  there and we were l is tening to  

Radio Freedom. And as  a  very young chi ld  I 

remember my consciousness  being shaped with this  

clandest ine act ivi ty,  because i f  they caught  you 

l is tening to  Radio Freedom, they would imprison 

you.  And my father ,  my mum, myself  and my 

brother  and my cousins  would al l  get  around this  

very powerful  short -wave radio and we would be 

able to  l i s ten to  that .   That  shaped my thinking as  

wel l .   In  another  sense my father  was a very 

rel igious person,  he had a very powerful  sense of  

rel igion.   He had a very powerful  spir i tual i ty.   You 

know he was an Arya Samajis t ,  meaning a person 

from a good society.   And this  was a radical  

rel igious form as  versus  the convent ional  Hinduism;  

and i t  was very social is t  in  i t s  or ientat ion;  and I was 

very at t racted to  i t  and my father  sort  of  gave me 

those values  of  no compromise with the t ruth,  and a 

lot  of  that  came to  the fore during this  period.   Now 

you must  remember that  the breaking down,  the 

smashing down of  al l  the organisat ions ,  we were in  

a  ferment  we wanted to  do something.   But  there 

was very l i t t le  that  we could do and suddenly you 

have springing onto the scene here,  a  vehicle that  

could be used to  l iberate ourselves ,  and for  us  that  

was an ex tremely exci t ing period and i t  was a period 

where we could see the l ight  at  the end of  the 

tunnel .   It  was going to  be a very long tunnel ,  but  
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we could begin to  see the l ight  because there is  

nothing greater  that  the oppressor  can control  than 

the mind of  the oppressed,  and we real ised that  i f  

we could free our  minds from that  oppression we 

were f i rmly on the road to  l iberat ion.    

DS:  Okay.   So I jus t  want  to  f ind,  out  when were you 

married?  

PD: I was married in  1972.   I married my high school  

sweetheart .  

DS:  Okay.  Would you l ike to  tel l  us?  

PD:  We met  in  1967.   She is  from Durban and her  

parents  sent  her  to  s tudy in  Port  Shepstone,  and I 

had fai led my matr ic  year .  Now that  was 

impossibi l i ty in  my eyes  and the eyes  of  my teachers  

because I was the top s tudent ,  but  because we had a 

l imitat ion on the number of  s tudents  of  colour that  

could pass ,  because there was a l imited number of  

spaces  in  ter t iary inst i tut ions  et  cetera,  et  cetera,  so 

I was one of  the vict ims of  the system, and I fai led.  

 And I was very depressed and my teachers  were 

total ly amazed that  there were certain  individuals  in  

my class  who were hopeless  cases ,  so they passed 

and I fai led and I was prepared thoroughly for  my 

examinat ions  et  cetera,  so one wonders  whether  they 

actual ly marked the scr ipts  wi th any kind of  

di l igence.   Anyway,  I returned the fol lowing year ,  I 

wrote my exam in ’66,  fai led that ,  came back in  ’67,  

af ter  my father  talked to  me,  and i t  i s  a  good thing I 

did,  because that  i s  the year  that  I met  my wife and 

we were married af ter  f ive or  s ix  years  in  1972 and 
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from that  union we have just  celebrated our thi r t ieth  

wedding anniversary this  year .    

DS:   Well  that 's  wonderful .  

PD:  So we have been married thi r ty years  and out  of  that  

union came two daughters .  The younger of  whom is  

twenty-s ix  this  year ,  and my older  daughter  who is  

twenty-eight  and my older  daughter  has  given us  a  

wonderful  grandson,  who is  now fi f teen months .    

DS:  Okay.  You ment ioned earl ier  on about  Steve Biko,  

would you l ike to  tel l  us  more about  Steve Biko?  

PD: Well ,  S teve Biko was a,  one of  these characters  

that’s  -  who was larger  than l i fe .   I suppose that  

phrase would best  describe Steve;  he was larger  

than l i fe .   In  his  physical  form Steve was a big 

person,  he was a big man.   He had an amazing 

charisma about  him,  you know. Steve had this  

amazingly f i rm handshake and he would have the 

biggest  hug that  you had ever  seen,  you know, and 

he was at  ease within himself ,  he was at  ease in  the 

company,  in  any company,  that  he was.   S teve 

interacted with people at  various  levels :  wi th the 

humblest  of  people;  wi th us  as  his  contemporaries  

as  s tudents ;  as  people who were together  wi th him 

in SASO and various other ,  you know, sort  of  

movements  that  came as  part  of  the BC thing and he 

could interact  wi th diplomats;  he could interact  wi th 

various  people;  and he was very clear  in  his  

thinking.   His  thinking had al ready crystal l ised long 

before ours  had,  and that  i s  why he was thrust  into 

this  role of  leadership.   He had this  uncanny abi l i ty 

to  very quickly synthesise and ar t iculate that  
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synthesis  in  a  form that  put  i t  wi thin a pol i t ical  

contex t  wi thin a South African pol i t ical  contex t .   

And for  us  that  was the kind of  leader  that  we were 

looking for  and Steve had this  incredible 

fearlessness ,  as  wel l .   I don’t  know if  you can 

unders tand the t remendous fear  that  pervaded the 

country in  that  t ime.   There was a fear  of  the power 

of  the Securi ty Pol ice and what  they could do to  

you.   Now we must  remember that  when Steve was 

murdered,  he was number forty-s ix  of  persons to  be 

murdered whi le in  detent ion and subsequent  to  his  

death a very large number of  people also died in  

detent ion.  Now those are the ones  that  are know 

about ,  there are hundreds of  other  cases  where we 

don’t  know what  has  happened to  people,  their  

bodies  have never  been found.   So that  period had 

this  ai r  of  fear ,  t remendous fear  of  the power of  the 

Securi ty Pol ice.   And the infi l t rators ,  there were 

inf i l t rators  in  our  society,  there were the informers  

in  our  societ ies  and Steve had this  fearlessness  

about  him.  In  fact  he would advise us  as  to  what  to  

say and what  not  to  say when we were taken in  by,  

you know, for  quest ioning by the Securi ty Pol ice 

and you know, he even had a paper  wri t ten about  

what  happens,  what  to  do when you are taken in  for  

interrogat ion.  And some of  the things that  he told 

us ,  that  he would never  commit  suicide because at  

that  s tage the reasons that  were being advanced was 

everybody was commit t ing suicide.   They were 

fal l ing,  s l ipped on a bar  of  soap,  or  fal l ing 

downstai rs  and you know, al l  kinds of  absurd 

reasons were being advanced for  the death in  

detent ion of  various  people and Steve made sure 
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that  he told a  large number of  us  and in  his  work as  

wel l  that  he would never  commit  suicide,  he would 

never  ki l l  h imself  and therefore when J immy 

Kruger,  Minis ter  of  Pol ice went  on publ ic  later  on,  

saying that  this  man refused to  eat  and he ki l led 

himself ,  I mean that  was a joke.   I mean he lost  

whatever  l i t t le  credibi l i ty that  he had in  that  period.  

 Of course,  his  famous s tatement  that ,  'S teve Biko’s  

death leaves  me cold ' ,  said  to  great  laughter  during 

a Nat ional  Party ral ly in  some plat teland town.   I am 

just  thinking I am beginning to  dri f t ,  le t ’s  get  back 

to  your quest ion,  jus t  repeat  your quest ion.  

DS:  I was,  I asked what  was Steve l ike.  Were you,  jus t  a  

fol low up quest ion,  besides  being a leader  to  you,  

were you that  close or  you only knew him as  a  

leader  only,  not  as  a  fr iend?  

PD: Yes.  Steve was,  you see,  the difference between 

leadership and fr iendship was a very thin l ine.  I 

mean Steve was a leader  we admired.   Steve also 

had this  amazing abi l i ty to  make fr iends and Steve 

also had whi te fr iends and as  much as  this  may seem 

l ike a contradict ion in  that  period,  but  we were 

together  wi th people l ike Nevi l le  Curt is  and Paula 

Ensor;  who were part  of  the NUSAS leadership at  

that  t ime;  Paul  Pretorius  came a l i t t le  bi t  la ter  on.   

And we had people l ike Shei la  Lipensky;  and Deon 

Ir ish;  and a whole range of  people.   David Hemson;  

Jonathan Hemson;  and al l  of  these people were 

involved in  NUSAS; but  they began to  unders tand 

that  we had to  break away to  form our own s tudent  

organisat ion.   And Steve was at  ease with a  number 

of  people;  even across  the colour l ine;  and Steve 
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made fr iends easi ly.  I mean I used to  always tease 

him,  because whenever we went  to  Alan Taylor ,   

you know, Residence,  we had to  go there in  secrecy,  

because we were not  real ly al lowed on those 

campuses ,  on that  campus because we were from 

another  campus,  they t r ied to  keep us  separated but  

we entered through the fence,  and what  have you.   

Got  in  there and there would be bot t les  of  beer  lying 

around and we would be having a party and i t  

became a non-racial  party.   There were whi te kids  

that  were there from the Univers i ty of  Natal  and we 

were there and they were,  we were just  kids  having 

a great  t ime.   There was great  music in  the s ix t ies  

and we were having a party and Steve would be 

dancing with whi te gi r ls  and we would be dancing,  

we didn’t  look at  one another’s  colour and things 

l ike that .   We're jus t  kids  having a good t ime.   So 

Steve was a very easy kind of  guy you know, he 

t ranscended a lot  of  things,  because we must  

unders tand this ,  black consciousness  was not  an end 

in  i t sel f  i t  was a means towards an end.   That  end 

was a non-racial  society.  This  was a way of  

consol idat ing our posi t ion of  l iberat ing our minds 

so that  we could reach that  non-racial  society,  that  

i s  cr i t ical ly important  that  i t  must  be unders tood.   

Steve was never  for  a  polarisat ion of  society.  He 

said yes ,  i t  was important  for  us  to  real ise that  

society was al ready polarised and that  we had to  

consol idate ourselves  around the issue of  our  

blackness  and react  to  the whi te power s t ructure by 

creat ing a sol id  black power s t ructure.  And that  was 

a means towards an end and the ul t imate was a non-

racial  society.   Like the society we have today.   
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Now, Steve would have been very cr i t ical  of  some 

of  the things that  he f inds  in  today’s ,  you know, 

society and as  much as  I am very cr i t ical  of  things 

that  I f ind in  our  society today.  But  we worked 

towards get t ing there.   Unfortunately Steve was 

murdered before he could reach that  end.  

DS:  Okay.   Just  to  go a l i t t le  bi t  back.  I jus t  want  to  

know from you,  when was the f i rs t  t ime when you  

became aware of  racial  oppression in  your l i fe?  

PD: I was very,  very young.   One of  the f i rs t  things was,  

there used to  be a park in  Port  Shepstone which was 

cal led the Amphitheatre because i t  was actual ly in  

the val ley,  s t raddled by two important  roads.   This  

was the Amphitheatre and this  was a park,  but  there 

were swings there and I was crazy about  swings you 

know and my dad would take us  to  a  short  cut  

through the park because we used to  go to  the beach 

and I would always pul l  my dad’s  f inger  and I 

wanted to  get  onto the swing and ask him to push 

me,  but  there was a s ign there,  reserved for  the use 

of  whi te chi ldren.   And of  course when you are 

three four  years  old,  your consciousness  doesn’t  

al low you to  unders tand that ,  you know.  But  then 

when somebody that  you love and respect  says  that  

this  is  not  for  you,  you somehow begin to  

unders tand certain  things in  your own chi ld  

consciousness .   And of  course there were other  

incidents  on the beach when,  there is  one incident  

that  s tands out  in  part icular  where my brother  and I 

were bui lding sandcast les  wi th the wet  sand and my 

father  was s i t t ing far  away on some rocks looking at  

the waves coming in  and we were busy on the shore 
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and this  group of  whi te  kids  came by and their  

parents’  were walking far  behind them and walked 

r ight  through the middle of  our  sandcast le  and the 

beach was about  twenty or  thi r ty metres  wide,  so 

they didn’t  have to  do that  you know.  So my 

brother  and I began to  you know, beat  them up and 

they began to  beat  us  up and of  course my father  

saw this  and he rushed over  to  us  and he smacked us  

and this  was a bi t  dis turbing to  us  you know, 

because and then af terwards he apologised to  the 

whi te parents  and things l ike that .   Now again,  when 

the whi te parents  had gone off  and the kids  had 

gone off ,  then he said to  us ,  look those are whi te 

parents  there,  i f  he took out  something and shot  you 

or  ki l led you what  would I have done?   Of course,  I 

was very angry with my father  at  the t ime,  but  later  

on I was able to  rat ional ise,  I was able to  

unders tand.   But  now, this  is  I’m talking about  my 

consciousness  as  a  four  f ive year  old at  that  s tage.   

So I was always outraged by this  because I s imply,  I 

was outraged with the idea that  somebody could see 

me as  a  lesser  being,  because of  the colour of  my 

skin or  my racial  background or  whatever  i t  was.   I 

saw myself  as  a  human being and I ex tended this  to  

everybody else,  and I was horr i f ied that  somebody 

would discriminate against  me because of  what  I 

am.   I am the product  of  God.   In  a  way I am a bi t  of  

God as  wel l ,  i f  I am a product  of  God,  I am a bi t  of  

God as  wel l .   And when you discriminate against  me 

you discriminate against  one of  the fundamental  

laws of  God,  that  we are al l  created equal .   You see,  

so this  was the sense of  outrage I fel t  and this  was 

easi ly t ranslated into various  forms of  act ion that  
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we carr ied out  during the course of  my chi ldhood.   

Of course I used to  always carry a piece of  chalk 

and the symbol  of  Radio Freedom was I think,  i f  I 

remember clearly,  dot ,  dot  dash,  no dot ,  dot ,  dot  

dash,  dot ,  dot ,  dot ,  dash.  And I used to  take this  

chalk out  as  a  chi ld  and when nobody was looking I 

would do i t  on the road.   I would do i t  on a s tone or  

whatever  i t  i s  and i t  was my l i t t le  sort  of  acts  of  

res is tance.   Of course,  later  on i t  t ranslated into 

more and more.  Into more and more sort  of  daring 

things.  You know spray can paint ing of  s logans and 

things l ike that ,  and to  raise the awareness  of  other  

people too.   Because I mean you had lots  of  kids  

who were completely bl issful ly unaware of  what  was 

happening around them.  It  was diff icul t  you know, 

to  actual ly convince a lot  of  people,  because too 

many people were caught  up in  the sports  world and 

too many people were caught  up with their  own 

l ives  and fai led to  see the bigger  picture.   But  we 

were able to  get  through to  a  very large number of  

people,  especial ly in  the period when I began 

teaching in  Port  Shepstone and during that  t ime to  

1978 we were able to  achieve a t remendous amount .  

DS:  Okay you said earl ier  on you were arres ted,  would 

you l ike to  tel l  us  a  l i t t le  bi t  about  that ,  that  event ,  

why?  

PD: My f i rs t  arres t  came in  1968 when I was in  col lege.  

 I was the edi tor  of  a  s tudent  newspaper cal led 

ASPECTS, at  Springfield Col lege and i t  was a kind 

of  an independent  newspaper and I was,  together  

wi th people l ike Schabir  Banubhai ,  who was the 

South Africa poet ;  and people l ike Nevi l le  Choonoo;  



 17 

and a number of  other  sort  of  early leaders  of  the 

Student  Movement .  And the paper  was banned and I 

was quest ioned by Securi ty Pol ice.  It  was the f i rs t  

t ime I was beaten up by them.  I was beaten up in  

the Vice-Rectors’  off ice,  or  an annexe to  his  off ice.  

 They had to  come and tel l  me that ,  you know, they 

were the ones  in  power and that  they would crush 

me,  i f  needs be.   It  was pret ty scary because I was a 

kid and,  but  in  a  way i t  made me even more 

determined that  I wi l l  f ight  these people and that  I 

wi l l  win at  some point  or  the other  in  my l i fe   and 

there were more and more people thinking l ike the 

way I did.  So that  was 1968 and there was from that  

t ime onwards,  I was arres ted between one and 

several  t imes per  year .   We were fol lowed around by 

the Securi ty Pol ice.  I was part  of  the SRC and we 

did a number of  things l ike,  we contr ibuted to  the 

bui lding of  the Mahatma Gandhi  Centre in  Phoenix .  

 We contr ibuted to  the bui lding of  a  hal l ,  in  what  

was known as  Tin Town,  which has  s ince long been 

washed away,  i t  was in  the Springfield area.  We 

contr ibuted in  many ways to  s tudent  work camps,  

others  volunteerism,  helping out  on the weekends.   

We part icipated in  a  number of  clandest ine 

workshops,  which had to  do with developing 

consciousness  from the forerunner of  the Black 

Consciousness  Movement ,  which was the Univers i ty 

Chris t ian Movement  (UCM).   Now I had no 

problems with that ,  I am not  a  Chris t ian.    I had the 

greates t  respect  for  al l  rel igions,  including 

Chris t iani ty.   But  we didn’t  go there because we 

were Chris t ian,  we went  there because we wanted to  

l iberate our  consciousness ,  we wanted to  develop 
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our sense of  sel f ,  sense of  ident i ty.   So the 

Univers i ty Chris t ian Movement ,  the UCM, was a 

forerunner to  the Black Consciousness  Movement ,  

and al l  of  these things enabled us  to  develop an 

awareness ,  to  develop a consciousness .   It  was one 

of  the most  powerful  things that  emerged from the 

whole Black Consciousness  period.   I’m dri f t ing.  

DS:  You’re not .   I jus t  want  to  f ind out  whether  your 

parents  during this  t ime,  were they support ing you?  

PD: You mean f inancial ly?  

DS:  I mean,  not . . .  

PD:  Moral ly?  

DS:  Yes.  

PD:  My father  yes ,  my mother  no.   My mother  said don’t  

get  involved in  pol i t ics ,  leave pol i t ics  alone!  And 

my father  would go quiet ly out  the room when my 

mother  used to  be tel l ing me this ,  and of  course,  my 

father  would unders tand what  was going on and he 

said you do what  you have to  do,  and of  course,  I 

was grateful  for  that  level  of  support .   So,  of  course 

there were different  levels  of  consciousness  between 

my mother  and my father .  My mother  was terr ibly 

afraid of  the power of  the s tate ,  terr ibly afraid of  

what  the Securi ty Pol ice had al ready done to  a  

number of  people and she didn’t  want  me to  become 

a vict im to end up in  prison and to  be ki l led and 

things l ike that .   She had in  a  way perfect ly 

jus t i f iable fears  for  her  las t  born and I was her  

baby.   My father  saw me in  another  way,  he saw me 

perhaps,  as  an ex tension of  himself ,  of  the 
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rebel l iousness  of  his  s ide,  and I was an ex tension,  

and I was going to  material ise some of  the things 

that  perhaps he was not  able to  material ise in  his  

l i fe .   So I was very grateful  for  his  support .  There 

were other  relat ives  as  wel l  who were fai r ly 

support ive.   But  my mum most  certainly not ,  she 

was just  too afraid.  

DS:  Your brothers?  

PD: My brother ,  I had one brother  and I had one s is ter .   

My brother  is  two years  older  than I am,  he was 

completely apol i t ical .  He wasn’t  involved in  

anything at  al l .   He was very mechanical  wi th his  

hands and he wasn’t  academical ly incl ined,  I was 

academical ly incl ined.   So he lef t  school  very much 

earl ier  than I did.   He didn’t  f inish matr ic ,  he was 

in  s tandard seven and then he lef t  school .   I have an 

older  s is ter  and there is  a  huge gap between us ,  

there is  about  thi r teen,  fourteen years  gap between 

us  and she was support ive,  in  the sense that  she 

unders tood what  was going on,  but  she wasn’t  act ive 

hersel f .  

DS:  Okay.  You said earl ier  on you were deported to  

Greytown,  why Greytown?  

PD: I keep asking myself  that  because i t  was the back of  

beyond.   It  was in  the back of  beyond,  i t  was 

nowhere.   Greytown was this  grey l i t t le  town.   You 

see,  Steve had just  been murdered and a month later  

nineteen organisat ions  were banned and people were 

arres ted across  the length and breadth of  South 

Africa and we,  our  organisat ion at  that  t ime which 

was cal led The Port  Shepstone Ex-Scholars  
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Community Programme Centre,  became one of  the 

vict ims and we,  as  the leadership,  were arres ted and 

detained and things l ike that ,  and when I was 

released,  I was told very clearly we are moving you 

to  Greytown.   And there was no quest ion about  i t ,  

you know, and there was a rumour that  was passed 

on that  I was a dangerous communist  and they 

should be careful  of  me and things l ike that .  And 

the society who was there in  Greytown,  the Indian 

community,  sort  of  shunned me.   I was able to  f ind 

lodgings for  three months  and then the person that  I 

lodged with said to  me very clearly,  look there is  

too much of  a  Securi ty Pol ice at tent ion that’s  being 

put  onto me because I’m housing you,  so you 're  

going to  have to  leave.  And then I found somebody 

else who was sympathet ic  and they took me in  and I 

s tayed there for  a  period of  s ix  months .   In  al l  that  

t ime,  I was in  touch with the underground and my 

contacts  were in  Mari tzburg and in  spi te  of  the 

twenty-four hour survei l lance that  I was put  under ,  I 

was able to  s l ip  out  by leaving my car  parked in  

front  of  the house and using another  teacher  

col leagues car  and s l ipping out  to  Mari tzburg,  

making my contact  wi th the people in  the South 

African Counci l  of  Churches  (SACC),  specif ical ly 

people l ike Reverend Saul  Jacobs,  who had 

organised our departure from the country through 

the South African Counci l  of  Churches .   The South 

African Counci l  of  Churches ,  in  that  las t  year  of  our  

ex is tence as  an organisat ion,  was actual ly 

support ing us  f inancial ly to  carry out  the,  to  support  

the Black Community Programme Centre that  we 
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operated in  Port  Shepstone,  which became an 

absolutely massive thing.  

DS:  Okay,  how was l i fe  in  Greytown basical ly,  besides  

you know, knowing that  the Pol ice were watching 

you and just  how was l i fe ,  were you able to  move 

around or  something?  

PD: Well ,  I am prompted to  ask what  l i fe?   Greytown 

didn’t  have very much of  a  l i fe .  I mean I was 

shunned as  such,  people were too afraid to  associate 

wi th me.   But  we must  also remember i t  was the 

home town of  Ahmed Bawa,  who became,  you know, 

one of  the leading l ights  of  the Univers i ty of  Natal .  

 He came from Greytown.  So I was a l i t t le  bi t  

cheesed off  because lots  of  my col leagues during my 

s tudent  years  were now in Greytown as  wel l  and 

they also shunned me because they were too afraid 

that  I was the radical  who would maybe spoi l  their  

careers  or  whatever  i t  was.  So I was shunned.  But  

there were a group of  teachers  who were with me 

from Durban,  in  part icular  two of  them who said to  

hel l  wi th the consequences  they,  we were buddies  

and we were going to  be in  this  thing together .   I 

helped to  raise their  levels  of  consciousness  about  

what  was going on in  the country and so forth ,  and I 

took them into my confidence and I was about  spied 

on as  a  teacher ,  by other  teachers .  I was under 

twenty-four hour survei l lance within the l i t t le  town 

by the Securi ty Pol ice,  who didn’t  have anything 

else to  do,  so they just  sat  outs ide my boarding 

house -  where I boarded -  and they harassed me 

whenever they wanted to .   P ick me up and quest ion 

me and sometimes they were qui te  drunk and l i fe  
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was pret ty miserable.   But  on the weekends,  

whenever I used to  be able to  come to  Durban,  the 

Greytown Pol ice would fol low me unt i l  the 

Umbumbulu turn-off  on the South Coast ,  on the 

freeway,  on the N3,  and then the Scot tsborough 

Pol ice would tai l  me then from the turn-off  r ight  

through down to Port  Shepstone and so when I 

returned I would be tai led as  wel l .   But  I was smart  

I would always be picking up hi tch-hikers .  They 

were going to  Adams Col lege or  they were going,  

coming from Adams Col lege or  they were going to  

Port  Shepstone,  so my car  was invariably f i l led with 

comrades who were hi tch-  hiking.  So I was never  

alone as  such because there was a fear  of  

el iminat ion.   In  fact  jus t  the t ime when Steve was 

ki l led and just ,  we had met  him just  months  before 

that  and we were on our way to  Cape Town and 

there were at tempts  to  el iminate us  then.   The 

system was very powerful .   They fai led on two 

occasions,  we can talk  about  that .  

DS:  Okay,  tel l  us  about  that .  

PD:  Alr ight .   The f i rs t  t ime was when we were going to  

Cape Town,  we actual ly decided to  combine two 

things.   We were asked by certain  forces  to  go and 

f ind out  jus t  how widespread the revol t  was.  This  

was 1976,  we're  talking about ,  and how widespread 

the revol t  was because the regime t r ied to  port ray i t  

as  a  Soweto thing.  We know that  the revol t  was 

sustained and that  i t  las ted for  one year  between the 

16th of  June ’76 r ight  down to 16th June and 

beyond that ,  1977.  So at  that  s tage we were 

inst ructed to  f ind out  what  was going on in  the Cape 
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and further  down the road and so as  part  of  the job 

that  we did,  we met  Steve in  ’76.   Now the cops 

wanted to  f ind out ,  qui te  coincidental ly,  they found 

out  that  I was going to  go to  Cape Town.  Because a 

neighbour of  mine had married a gi r l  f rom George,  a  

so-cal led Coloured gir l  f rom George,  and she was 

working for  a  whi te  family as  a  nanny.  So she was 

going to  accompany us  and we would drop her  off  in  

George and we would cont inue to  Cape Town.   But  

she was also going to  organise accommodat ion for  

us  in  Cape Town.   So I didn’t  know the person she 

was working for  was a pol iceman and he was part  of  

the Securi ty Pol ice.   So when he saw my car  parked 

outs ide his  house he was,  you know, sees  red.  And I 

didn’t  know that  was his  house,  of  course,  and 

eventual ly the young fr iend of  ours ,  her  husband 

came to tel l  me,  l i s ten these guys have offered him 

a thousand rand.   Now a thousand rand is  a  huge 

amount  of  money in  those days,  to  give me the date 

when I would be leaving to  Cape Town,  because 

they took him into their  confidence and said r ight  

we wil l  sort  him out  on the way.   Which meant  that  

they would at tempt  to  ki l l  me on the way.   So,  Dan 

was the young man’s  name,  and he gave them, he 

came and told me that  night  what  the Pol ice had 

asked him to do.  And he said wel l  he has  given them 

the date of  our  departure,  but  that  was one week 

earl ier ,  no,  no one week later ,  i f  my memory serves  

me correct ,  but  we had actual ly you know, we were 

due to  have lef t  on the 21st  of  December.  He said to  

them we were leaving the 27th of  December,  or  

whatever  is  was.   So they were never  able to  get  

hold of  us .   And that  was the f i rs t  at tempt  that  we 
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were aware of .   The second at tempt  came two weeks 

before we f led the country.   We had a l i t t le  car ,  was 

a family car ,  and we had gone to  the cinema that  

evening cause I was on a knife-edge al l  the t ime,  

you know. I could hardly s leep and my inst incts  told 

me to  s leep very l ight ly,  because when you are an 

act ivis t  and you are on the run,  you know, you 

become l ike an animal .   You become extremely sort  

of  j i t tery and your senses  are al l  sort  of  al ive al l  the 

t ime,  al though you may be res t ing.  However what  

happened there was,  we decided the car  was almost  

empty and I had very l i t t le  money.   So we said,  the 

next  day was going to  be a Saturday,  I would go and 

f i l l ,  put  some petrol  in  the car  the next  morning.   So 

the car  was pract ical ly empty.  And the car  was 

parked r ight  outs ide our bedroom window. You 

know, there was this  l i t t le  dr iveway there,  jus t  park 

r ight  outs ide our  bedroom window and invariably 

the window is  open and there was a mosqui to  net  

there.   I don’t  know what  t ime this  must  have 

happened,  but  when we get  up the next  morning we 

see there is  a  whole wad of  newspapers  underneath 

the petrol  tank and i t  had been set  al ight  and the 

whole of  the back of  the car  had burnt .   S t rangely 

enough the tyres  didn’t  burn,  but  the whole of  the 

back of  the car ,  the boot  and the res t  of  i t  was 

burnt ,  because this  was where the petrol  tank was,  

you see.   And,  now we thought  about  this :  i f  the 

tank had been ful l ,  there would have been a massive 

explosion which would have resul ted in  the house 

burning down as  wel l  and would have certainly 

ki l led us  and the,  and our two chi ldren,  that  was the 

second at tempt .  The thi rd at tempt  was in  Denmark 
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i t sel f .   Now three weeks before we got  there,  a  

black South African was,  had his  throat  cut  and he 

was found f loat ing in  one of  the canals .  

DS:  Okay,  we have to  pause.  

PD:  Pause,  have some coffee,  have some coffee.  

END TAPE 1A -  RESUMPTION TAPE 1B 

DS:  We are back again.   You were s t i l l ,  you were s t i l l  

te l l ing us  about  the death of  Steve Biko.   I jus t  want  

to  know how did you feel  when you f i rs t  learnt  that  

Steve Biko was dead.  

PD:  At  f i rs t ,  th is  was the evening of  the 12th of  

September,  when we heard that  Steve had died and 

there was a rumour going around which was f lying 

al l  over  the country and we picked i t  up.   I was in  

total  disbel ief  that  Steve was dead,  because we 

didn’t  think the regime was s tupid enough to  ki l l  a  

man l ike Steve.   But  we underest imated the regime’s  

s tupidi ty;  and perhaps Afrikaner  arrogance;  that  was 

responsible for  the murder  of  Steve.   So there was 

this  total  shock,  unt i l  of  course the next  day’s  

newspapers  confi rmed Steve’s  murder .   Of course,  

not  murder ,  that  he died in  detent ion and for  us ,  I 

mean ,died in  detent ion meant  that  he was 

murdered.   So there was complete outrage,  complete 

outrage and you know, this  was now coming in  1977 

and we had seen Soweto and the country explode 

one year  earl ier .   And coming just  af ter  things were 

beginning to  sort  of  calm down just  on the surface,  

you had the murder  of  Steve,  which helped to ,  in  a  

way,  galvanise the s t ruggle again.   So the response 
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of the regime was a total  crack down,  a  total  crack 

down in the country.  And as  I said,  we were one of  

the organisat ions  that  were affected and there was 

wholesale arres ts  across  the country.  People were 

detained for  the s l ightest  of  reasons.  People were 

banned;  and organisat ions  were banned;  and they 

bel ieved that  wi th their  banning orders  and the use 

of  terrorism that  they would be -  that  they would 

cower the people.  In  spi te  of  al l  their  efforts  to  

prevent  people from going to  Steve’s  funeral  -  we 

couldn’t  make i t  there because of  Pol ice act ion.   We 

were unable to  make i t  there.  There were twenty 

thousand people at  Steve’s  funeral .  S teve’s  funeral  

became a pol i t ical  ral ly l ike al l  subsequent ,  you 

know, funerals  of  people who had died in  the 

s t ruggle.  It  became ral lying points  for  us  because 

we refused to  accept  death as  an end.   We used even 

the funeral ,  we used the act  of  death in  i t sel f  as  a  

pol i t icis ing tool .   So that  i t  became,  as  Steve would 

have wished,  that  even his  death must  be used for  

the l iberat ion of  the country.   We used to  say you 

know, the blood of  the martyrs  wi l l  water  the soi l ,  

the t ree of  you know, l iberat ion that  wi l l  blossom 

and how true that  has  been.  So Steve’s  death 

t raumatised al l  of  us .   But  i t  a lso galvanised a lot  of  

things for  us ,  because we had to  real ise that  the 

route now was going to  be through armed s t ruggle.  

That  talking was going to  come to an end,  or  maybe 

perhaps a combinat ion of  talking and,  but  you 

couldn’t  talk  to  people who didn’t  want  to  l i s ten to  

you.   The State was s t i l l  very cocky about  i t s  sense 

of  power and we were -  one of  our  key leaders  was 

cut  down and the leadership of  the Black 
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Consciousness  Movement  as  per  se,  the Black 

Peoples  Convent ion;  the Black Community 

Programmes;  we were dispersed al l  over  the 

country.   Mampela was banished to  the North.   

Other  act ivis ts  l ike Winnie,  was banished to  

Brandfort  and we had -  al l  of  us  who had sort  of  

dispersed.    And many of  us  took the decis ion that  

we,  i t  would be impossible for  us  to  cont inue to  l ive 

and work within South Africa,  that  the next  s tage 

would be to  leave South Africa and to  cont inue the 

s t ruggle as  best  as  we possible could.   By that  s tage 

now the BC Movement  had begun to  in  a  way 

desiccate,  because i t  wasn’t  able to  offer  a  coherent  

pol icy for  l iberat ion.   And this  is  when a number of  

us  from the BC Movement ,  when we got  into ex i le ,  

we began to  move towards the ANC.  In  fact ,  in  my 

own case al ready,  in  1975 I began to  move towards 

the ANC’s way of  thinking because I could see that  

BC was not  prepared to  change,  and that  BC would 

have a l imitat ion in  terms of  l iberat ion.  That  i t  was 

a cr i t ical ly important  phase in  our  development .   

But  that  i t  had i ts  l imitat ion.   And this  is  what  

Steve and I had argued about ,  because at  that  s tage 

there was talk  about  Steve going to  meet ,  to  skip the 

country,  go into Botswana and to  meet  wi th 

representat ives  of  the PAC and the ANC and to  

create something that  was going to  be cal led ALF,  

which is  going to  be the Azanian Liberat ion Front .  

Steve never  made that  journey outs ide,  because on 

his  return from Cape Town he was arres ted in  

September and he was ki l led.   So you know, there 

was a ferment  that  was going on and we were 

moving closer  and closer  to  the ANC, because the 
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ANC offered the one credible vehicle of  s t ruggle.   

Al though as  Black Consciousness  people,  we 

thought  that  we would f ind a natural  home in the 

PAC. But  what  we discovered about  the PAC, when 

we were out  of  the country,  that  there was no 

effect ive leadership of  the PAC, and the PAC was 

not  a  sort  of  a  credible movement ,  al though i t  had a 

credible past ,  but  i t  d idn’t  have that  kind of  

credibi l i ty in  order  to  sustain a  long term st ruggle.   

And when we looked at  the ANC, the ANC which 

was ini t ial ly host i le  towards the BC Movement ,  we 

found that  there was a s t ructure,  that  there was 

organisat ion,  that  there was leadership which we 

didn’t  f ind in  the PAC.  So,  many of  us  including 

Barney (Pi tyana) ,  and you know, a number of  other  

people found a home within ANC structures  and we 

were able to ,  in  a  way,  neutral ise the host i l i ty 

towards the Black Consciousness  you know, 

movement  and the suspicions that  we were about  to  

hi jack the s t ruggle.  We were able to  al lay that ,  that  

we were you know, able as  now mature individuals  

to  recognise that  we needed to  work within the 

s t ructures  of  the ANC and use those s t ructures  for  

the l iberat ion of  South Africa.  

DS:  Okay.   Why was the ANC host i le  towards the BC?  

PD: Well  l ike I said,  i f  you read some of  the ar t icles  

especial ly now, there is  a  book that’s  been edi ted by 

Mac Maharaj  about  remembrances  about  the 

s t ruggle.  You wil l  read some of  the early ar t icles  

from that  period there,  where there was qui te  open 

host i l i ty to  the BC because in  a  way,  i t  a lso had to  

do with,  we were a l i t t le  arrogant  as  wel l ,  as  young 
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people.   We had a sense of  arrogance about  us ,  a  

sense of  being cocky sure,  that  we were the ones  

who were going to  l iberate this  country.  No mat ter  

what  the old people did and the old people t r ied and 

they didn’t  l iberate.  What  we fai led to  unders tand 

was a material is t  reduct ion of  the his tory of  our  

society.  We forget  that  we were part  of  a  process .  

We were young,  we were cocky,  we were too sure of  

ourselves .   We were part  of  a  process  that  s tar ted a 

long t ime ago.   It  s tar ted you know, in  the f i rs t  acts  

of  res is tance against  the colonial  invaders  and that  

we were part  of  a  process  part  of  his tory.   But  we 

were young and we were going to  invent  the 

s t ruggle,  that’s  what  we thought .   So there was a bi t  

of  cocky sureness  on our part  and I suppose in  that ,  

in  a  way al ienated some of  the leadership.  You must  

unders tand that  most  of  the leadership at  that  s tage 

was in  prison.   And what  l i t t le  informat ion they had 

about  BC in the ini t ial  years  when the Government  

of  this  country at  that  s tage viewed Black 

Consciousness  wi th a  fr iendly eye.   Because they 

thought  that  we were going to  f i t  in to  their  separate 

developments  phi losophy of  thinking,  and suddenly 

when they real ised that  we were about  to  subvert  the 

Governments  then they changed their  tune from one 

of  being fr iendly towards Black Consciousness  to  

open host i l i ty.   So the ini t ial  react ion of  the ANC 

was that  you know, what  are these youngsters  doing.  

Are they becoming part  of  the puppet  forces  inside 

the country?  And then when they real ised that  this  

is  not  t rue,  then their  posi t ion began to  soften.  But  

some members  wi thin the ANC didn’t  soften their  

posi t ion,  hence there hasn’t  been very open 
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recogni t ion of  the contr ibut ion that  Steve Biko 

made.   But  for  those of  us  who were part  of  the 

movement ,  we s t i l l  want  to  see this  recogni t ion and 

this  is  why when this  campus here was named the 

Steve Biko Campus I think I was one of  the gladdest  

individuals .  I was one of  the happiest  individuals ,  

but  this  is  not  the end.   I want  to  see a monument ,  a  

l iving monument  created for  the memory of  Steve.   

Something that  i s  going to  contr ibute towards an 

unders tanding of  our  society as  a  non-racial  

democracy.   Steve l ived for  that  ul t imate aim,  he 

didn’t  l ive to  see i t  coming into frui t ion but  that  

was the ul t imate goal  of  black consciousness  and I 

want  to  see that  monument  s t i l l  being erected.   That  

ar t icle  talks  about  that  a  monument  to  Steve Biko is  

long overdue.   We need that  monument ,  i t  must  be a 

l iving monument ,  i t  mustn’t  be a  museum, i t  must  

become something l iving so that  Steve’s  ideals  are 

enshrined in  there.   It  must  become something that  

we can take our chi ldren to ,  to  say this  was Steve 

Biko,  this  was the Black Consciousness  Movement  

and these were the other  people as  wel l  who were 

part  of  the movement ,  and this  is  what  they did for  

the country.  

DS:  Okay,  you said earl ier  on,  by 1975 you moved to  the 

ANC because Black Consciousness  was not  prepared 

to  change,  to  change in  what  way?  

PD: Well  in  a  sense that  Black Consciousness  had a 

l imitat ion,  in  that  there was no clear  pol icy in  terms 

of  a  total  l iberat ion of  the country.  There was pol icy 

in  terms of  the psychological  l iberat ion.   

Psychological  l iberat ion was a cr i t ical ,  and one of  
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the most  important  parts  of  our  l iberat ion process .   

But  psychological  l iberat ion has  i ts  l imit ,  i t  has  a  

cei l ing.  You cannot  pass  beyond that  cei l ing,  

because yes ,  your consciousness  has  now changed,  

you are prepared to  chal lenge the system et  cetera,  

et  cetera.  How do you l iberate a  country where the 

oppressor  was armed to  the teeth and we had only 

s t icks  and s tones?   We had to  have the hardware to  

chal lenge the system. In other  words that  we should 

go beyond just  acts  of  sabotage,  we should act ively 

engage the enemy in armed combat ,  not  in  open 

combat ,  but  in  terms of  gueri l la  warfare and this  is  

were the Black Consciousness  Movement  fel l  f lat  on 

i ts  face.   Later  on,  in  the late  sevent ies  and in  the 

early eight ies  AZAPO began to  ar t iculate certain  of  

these posi t ions .   By that  t ime i t  was too late  because 

the bulk of  the Soweto generat ion,  as  we cal l  them, 

had moved into,  ei ther  the PAC in a very smal l  

number,  or  to  the ANC in large numbers .   So that  

the cadres  that  formed the bulk of  Umkhonto we 

Sizwe,  were the Soweto generat ion,  and for  us  this  

was a logical  development .  So in  1975,  when I 

began to  hold a whole ser ies  of  discussions with a  

number of  Black Consciousness  people,  I found that  

there was a l imitat ion,  there was a l imitat ion and 

this  is  when,  when I met  Steve as  wel l ,  in  ’77.   For  

the las t  t ime when we met ,  we discussed,  and we 

argued about  a  number of  issues  and one of  those 

issues  was again this  l imitat ion and the relat ionship 

that  we needed to  es tabl ish with the PAC and the 

ANC who were outs ide the country at  this  s tage.  
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DS: Was Steve Biko in  favour of  your ideas  in  terms 

 of?  

PD: Well  I’ve just  said,  my f ight  wi th Steve was because 

we were losing our youth,  we were losing so many 

chi ldren who were dying in  places  l ike Soweto and 

in  various  parts  of  the country.   The whole country 

was out  in  revol t  and we didn’t  have the capaci ty to  

give them that  kind of  leadership.   Leadership was 

suddenly passing to  a  very young group of  people 

l ike the Soweto SRC, or  the SSRC as  i t  was cal led 

then,  and this  was the dangerous development ,  

dangerous in  the sense that  you had a lot  impuls ive 

act ions  that  were taking place and you had a 

dangerous vacuum because there was not  an 

effect ive leadership.  You have people l ike (Tsiets i )  

Mashanini ,  eventual ly Mashanini  lef t  the country 

and he went  into Nigeria  and you had a dangerous 

level  of  leadership in  these very young 

inexperienced people,  who were now, in  the absence 

of  powerful  and pol icy guided leaders ,  you had 

young people who were coming into the fore and for  

me that  was a ser ious  and dangerous development ,  

because by vir tue of  the fact  that  they were 

inexperienced,  by vir tue of  the fact  they were hot-

headed,  they would take wrong decis ions ,  and in  

many cases  they were wrong decis ions  that  were 

taken that  cost  l ives  and for  us  that  was 

unacceptable.  We wanted to  minimise the loss  of  

l i fe  because we had al ready lost  so many people 

during the,  you know, the upheaval  of  ‘76/’77.  

DS:  Okay,  earl ier  on you ment ioned that  af ter  seeing 

that  the Government  or  the Pol ice wanted to  ki l l  you 
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and harass  your family,  you decided now you have 

to  leave the country.  

PD:  That’s  t rue.  

DS:  Okay,  I was just  saying earl ier  on when you real ised 

that  the Government  is  t rying to  ki l l  you and harass  

your family,  you now decided to  leave the country,  

you went  to  ex i le .   How did you manage to  s l ip  out  

of  the country?  

PD: Well ,  a t  that  s tage,  the South African Counci l  of  

Churches  had come into the picture and i t  was 

through contacts  wi th people l ike Reverend Saul  

Jacob and people l ike Constance Khosa from the 

Johannesburg off ice,  that  we were able to  leave the 

country,  because they had a very important  hand in  

the sort  of  the f inancial  s ide of  f inancing the Black 

Consciousness  Movement  as  such.   There was 

money coming in  from the World Counci l  of  

Churches  (WCC) and things l ike that ,  which was 

directed into Black Consciousness  act ivi t ies ,  and we 

were the recipients  of  this  funding.   Al though the 

funding was not  very large at  that  s tage,  but  we had 

cl inics ,  l ike the Zanempilo Cl inic,  in  the Eastern 

Cape area.   We had a whole range of  BC 

programmes that  were carr ied out ,  sort  of ,  vi r tual ly 

al l  over  the country and that  was being funded by 

the South African Counci l  of  Churches .   So they 

decided that  we would be far  more effect ive outs ide 

the country and,  of  course,  we had to  take the 

decis ion because we as  a  family,  we were a young 

family,  my chi ldren were two and four at  that  s tage,  

and we real ised that  number one,  I would never  be 
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able to  teach in  this  country again.   Number two,  

there was every l ikel ihood that  I would ei ther  be 

ki l led or  that  I would be put  into prison for  a  very 

long t ime.  Three,  that  they could ki l l  my wife or  my 

chi ldren,  or  my chi ldren,  and this  would be you 

know, something that  was -  would sort  of  dest roy al l  

of  us .   At  f i rs t ,  they wanted to  get  us  to  skip across  

the border  into Botswana and I refused,  because I 

knew at  that  s tage,  that  the guys that  skipped across  

the border ,  they would then detain their  famil ies  -  

detain the wives  and in  some cases  wi th the chi ldren 

and they would send a message to  the guy there,  

come here we need you,  we’ve got  your family.   So 

there was no way in  which we were going to  leave 

the country,  or  where I was going to  leave the 

country on my own.  If  we’ve got  to  leave the 

country then i t 's  going to  be as  secret ly as  we 

possibly can and then i t  would be with the family.   

And they were responsible for  that ,  which meant  

that  there was a t remendous delay in  the t ime that  

we actual ly,  f rom the t ime that  they had organised 

i t ,  f rom the t ime to ,  to  the t ime when we lef t  was 

period of  about  say seven months  or  so.   But  we 

said rather  that  than,  you know, suddenly f ind 

myself  in  a  dangerous s i tuat ion where I’m gone and 

the family is  going to  be ki l led out  here,  or  be taken 

into detent ion.  They were al l  powerful ,  they could 

do what  they wanted to .  So we decided that ,  that  

was going to  be the route that  we were going to  

fol low and the South African Counci l  of  Churches  

had organised our departure from the country and in  

’78,  we were suddenly gone.  
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DS: Okay,  you went  to  ex i le  wi th your family,  what  

about  your parents?  

PD: My parents ,  my mum was late  by then.  My mother  

died in  ’74,  my dad was s t i l l  around.  When they 

discovered that  we had,  when they meaning the 

securi ty cops,  discovered we had s l ipped the 

country,  that  I was no longer there because I was 

under twenty-four hours  of  survei l lance in  Port  

Shepstone,  they then entered,  fourteen of  them 

surrounded the bui lding and they got  hold of  my 

father  ins ide and quest ioned him for  about  eight  to  

ten hours  ins ide our  home.   And my father  was 

pret ty smug in  his  at t i tude and he says  wel l  i f  you 

want  to  take me,  I’m an old man now, go ahead and 

take me and al l  I know is  that  my son was las t  in  

Johannesburg.   And I don’t  where he and his  family 

are.  They were las t  in  Johannesburg.  And they beat  

the old man up and they did al l  kinds of  things to  

him.   But  in  the end they had to  let  him go because 

he said look you know, in  the end,  in  frust rat ion,  he 

told them that  my son is  safe,  you can’t  do anything 

to  him,  you know. One of  the other  consequences  

was,  other  members  of  the family lost  their  jobs  

because of  what  we had done.   Because we had f led 

the country and they,  a  number of  members  of  the 

family,  f rom my wife’s  s ide of  the family,  and 

including my s ide of  the family lost  their  jobs  

because the Securi ty Pol ice would go and put  

pressure on their  employers .  And they lost  their  

jobs ,  and eventual ly they were able to  f ind other  

jobs  and things l ike that ,  but  i t  became tough on 

them as  wel l .    
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DS: Okay,  so you went  to  Denmark?  

PD: Yes i t  had been organised that ,  wel l  we f i rs t  we 

were in  Switzerland,  in  Zurich,  because we were 

told that  Switzerland could possibly give us  

pol i t ical  asylum.  But  at  the very eleventh hour,  

Constance Khosa had informed us  that  we would 

meet  a  contact  in  Switzerland,  at  Zurich ai rport ,  

who would then give us  further  ins t ruct ions  and at  

Zurich ai rport ,  we were picked up by a very,  very 

nice Swiss  nat ional  who took us  in ,  put  us  into a  

hotel  and said to  us  that  we would be most  l ikely 

moving onto Denmark.   At  that  s tage we didn’t  

know, and a few days later ,  I think we were there 

two or  three days when Denmark granted us  

pol i t ical  asylum and we were t ransferred to  

Copenhagen.  And that  was a s tar t  of  a  fourteen-year  

ex i le .   

DS:  So in  Denmark,  were there ANC people there?  

PD: Yes,  yes  there were a number of  South Africans,  

there was one PAC family,  but  the remainder  of  us ,  

we were,  we were al l  together ,  about  say thi r ty 

South Africans who were there,  and later  on of  

course,  this  swel led to  a  larger  number,  but  we were 

never  more than let ’s  say seventy South Africans,  

al l  in  al l .   But  the ANC had a very s t rong presence 

and we were the ones  that  converted Scandinavia 

into ANC terr i tory.  And the Scandinavian’s  were 

wel l  disposed towards us  but  that  didn’t  come about  

automat ical ly,  we had to  work very,  very hard for  

that .  And eventual ly as  I said,  we turned ANC, I 

mean Scandinavia,  which comprises  of  the four  
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countr ies  into ANC terr i tory,  and i t  became in  the 

West ,  one of  the s taunchest  supporters  of  the ANC.  

 DS:  So l ike you said you had to  work very hard to  be 

accepted in  Denmark or  as  in  Scandinavia,  would 

you l ike to  explain that  in  detai l?  

PD:  Well  when I say we found i t  d i ff icul t  to  be 

accepted,  I meant  the ANC per  se,  because once 

they had accepted us  as  a  family and they had given 

us  pol i t ical  ex i le ,  they,  the State supported us  

total ly,  completely,  in  that  they provided housing,  

they provided the f inances  for  us  to  cont inue l iving 

et  cetera,  et  cetera.   Denmark is  a  very different  

society from South Africa.  It  was also a big cul tural  

shock for  us .  It  was also a weather  shock for  us ,  

because we had never  seen snow in our  l ives ,  

coming from Durban.  Suddenly,  you are confronted 

with ten months  of  winter  and temperatures  that  

could,  and have been plummeting down to minus 

thi r ty degrees .  It  was a bi t  scary,  but  you learn to  

survive,  the body is  an amazingly adaptable thing.   

With regards  to  the ANC’s acceptabi l i ty in  

Scandinavia we had to  work very hard.  We had to  

show the Scandinavian Governments  and various 

non-governmental  bodies ,  who played a very 

powerful ,  and s t i l l  cont inue to  play a very powerful  

role in  Scandinavian society,  that  the ANC was not  

this  terroris t  organisat ion that  was being port rayed 

by the South African regime.   That  i t  was a very 

responsible organisat ion that  had only taken to  

armed s t ruggle when al l  else,  al l  o ther  avenues had 

been closed and the only response to  the just  

demands of  the people had been violence and more 
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violence.   So we had to  respond through armed 

s t ruggle as  one of  the weapons of  l iberat ion of  our  

country.  And the armed s t ruggle was what  the West  

was most  concerned about  because of  the potent ial  

for  damaging the South African economy et  cetera,  

et  cetera.   So we were able to  show to them that  we 

were very responsible,  and especial ly in  the 

eight ies ,  when the s t ruggle began to  intensify,  we 

were able to  show to them that  we were responsible 

individuals  and that  nothing would s top us  between 

ourselves  and our freedom, and that  we wanted to  

minimise the loss  of  l ives ,  but  that  we were 

prepared to  f ight  to  the bi t ter  end i f  necessary.  And 

i t  meant  working with the Trade Union Movements  

of  the various  countr ies ,  working with the youth 

movements ,  wi th the women’s  movement ,  wi th the 

peace movement  and every conceivable movement  

that  there was.  We made sure that  our  point  of  view 

got  through and this  also meant ,  on another  level ,  

working with the Diplomat ic community.  The 

Diplomat ic community had to  be informed as  to  

what  was going on and part  of  my task was on the 

diplomat ic front .  The ANC off ice used to  send me 

out  on diplomat ic ini t iat ives  al l  over  Scandinavia.  

And which bore frui t  very successful ly because the 

Scandinavian Governments  were the f i rs t  of  the 

Western Governments  to  impose sanct ions  in  1985,  

and by 1986 we got  the European community to  

impose sanct ions  on South Africa.   Now the 

sanct ions  tool  was a very powerful  tool ,  i t  was a 

tool  that  I had worked on with growing intensi ty and 

I became central  to  this  sort  of  pan European ant i -

apartheid movement  to  ensure that  sanct ions  were 



 39 

put  into place.  It  was one of  the las t  nai ls  in  the 

apartheid,  you know, coff in .  We used every 

opportuni ty.  I wi l l  give you another  example of  how 

Steve Biko came to  our  aid  af ter  he was dead.  When 

Cry Freedom was being shown,  I was sent  on a 

mission to  Iceland.   I was on a mission to  Iceland in  

1990,  I think i t  was,  and Cry Freedom, the f i lm,  

At tenborough's  f i lm,  was being shown in the 

cinemas then.   And so the ant i -apartheid movement  

organised and publ icised i t .  I as  an ANC speaker ,  

who was a contemporary of  Steve Biko,  would 

address  them after  the show. And I addressed them 

and I caught  a  lot  of  parl iamentarians  and other  key 

people in  there.  Now there was this  very l iving 

image of  Steve played by I think,  Denzel  

Washington,  wasn’t  i t?   And I would fol low that  up 

immediately with a  very brief  talk  on what  was 

going on in  South Africa at  that  part icular  s tage in  

t ime.   And this  was a very powerful  way in  which 

we could convince large sectors  of  our  people,  in  

Scandinavia that  hey,  apartheid was wrong,  

something would have to  be done.   And this  enabled 

Iceland,  even a smal l  country l ike Iceland,  to  

impose sanct ions  on South Africa.  Now this  does  

not  mean to  say that  i t  was smooth sai l ing,  because 

South Africa had some very powerful  fr iends in  

Scandinavia,  as  wel l .  Our job was to  neutral ise the 

kind of  propaganda that  they were bringing into the 

fore.  They were cal l ing us  you know, communist ,  

terroris t  organisat ions .  We have connect ions  to  

Moscow et  cetera,  this  was the cold war period,  you 

know. We were s t i l l  being al igned with communist  

forces ,  and they were being al igned with American 
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forces  and democracy,  and things l ike that .  Now we 

had to  show the Scandinavians  that  we were not  the 

ogres  that  we were made out  to  be.  We were not  

monsters ,  that  we were ordinary people f ight ing for  

the basic things that  they had al ready fought  for  and 

achieved in  their  countr ies .  And that  was a way in  

which,  we sort  of  got  ourselves  into their ,  in to  their  

consciousness ,  that  we were not  monsters ,  that  we 

were ordinary people.  

DS:  Were you working with your wife?  

PD: Yes very much so.  Mala is  a ,  was an act ivis t  and 

remains  an act ivis t  in  her  own r ights .   She was not  

an ex tension of  me.   She,  we have seen ourselves  as  

equal  in  our  relat ionship,  in  our  pol i t ical  

relat ionship,  and in  our  parental  relat ionship,  we 

see ourselves  as  equals .  We don’t  see one another  as  

being up there or  down here or  whatever  i t  i s ,  and 

she was very cr i t ical  in  the women’s  s t ruggle,  she 

was one of  the supporters  who raised a large amount  

of  money for  the Malebong Work Conference which 

took place in  Amsterdam in 1989,  I think i t  was.   

She raised a large amount  of  money in  Scandinavia 

through the Union movements ,  and things l ike that .  

 She was very forceful  in  the,  the Danish women’s  

movement ,  i t ’s  a  very powerful  movement  and she 

was able to  inf luence them very s t rongly.   But  she 

was not  in  jus t  the women’s  movement  as  such,  she 

had,  both of  us  part icipated in  local  pol i t ics  as  

such,  in  the ant i -racis t  s t ruggle,  in  the ant i -nuclear  

s t ruggle,  in  the peace s t ruggle.   And there was a 

very powerful  ant i -sex is t  thing,  as  wel l .  And then,  

as  foreigners  l iving in  Denmark as  wel l ,  because 



 41 

some of  the Danes were racis t .  You see,  we also had 

to  make their  consciousness  develop about  issues  of  

racism and sexism and things l ike that .  So much so,  

that  we also worked on a local  level  and we became,  

in  a  way,  ident i f ied with Denmark as  wel l .  And in  a  

t r ibute to  us ,  one of  the pol i t ical  part ies  offered me 

an MP’s posi t ion in  Denmark in  1990/1991,  and I 

had to  refuse that ,  and they wanted to  twis t  my arm 

and they said , look there is  a  posi t ion coming up,  

you can take this  posi t ion,  you can become an MP 

here in  Denmark,  and I said I’m going back home,  

my country is  there,  I’m in the process  of  l iberat ing 

my country.  I thank you for  what  you have done but  

I am here because I’m in ex i le .  I’m going back 

home,  you are my second home,  for  which I am very 

grateful ,  for  what  you have done and the way you 

have supported us  in  our  s t ruggle and things l ike 

that .   But  this  is  my second home,  my f i rs t  home is  

South Africa,  I’m going back home to serve my own 

people.  

DS:  Okay,  how long were you in  Denmark?  

PD: Fourteen years .  

DS:  Fourteen years .  

PD:  ’78 to  ’92.  

DS:  That’s  qui te  long.   Your father  was he able to  vis i t  

you in  Denmark?  

PD: An interest ing s i tuat ion arose in  1984.   You see my 

father  was detained himself  in  1969 when the 

Securi ty Pol ice uncovered some informat ion that  my 

father  had been repair ing some guns.  Now if  you 
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remember,  there was this  Poquo upris ing in  the 

Pondoland area of  the Transkei ,  and there was the 

peasants’  revol t ,  as  Govan Mbeki  had cal led i t .   

Now my father  was a jack of  al l  t rades .  He had this  

workshop in  which he could repair  vi r tual ly 

anything.  He was also a minor inventor ,  he created 

things as  wel l .  Now if  there was something broken,  

everybody brought  their  things to  him and some of  

the hardware he did repair ,  because I was aware of  

i t  the f i rs t  t ime I had seen some of  these guns.  And 

of  course,  nobody else,  I think,  saw them besides  

him and myself ,  and at  night  he would be busy 

sort ing out  things in  his  workshop.  And in  1969,  he 

was arres ted by the Securi ty Pol ice and taken away 

for  three days,  they beat  the hel l  out  him,  but  in  the 

end they didn’t  get  anything out  of  him,  they let  him 

go.  So he was denied a passport .  Every t ime they 

appl ied for  a  passport  he was denied a passport .  So 

then we lef t  the country,  and of  course,  he would 

never  be given a passport ,  but  in  1984 my brother  

cal led me and said l is ten you won’t  bel ieve this  but  

dad’s  been given a passport .  So I said al r ight ,  jus t  

go the bank,  the next  day I wi l l  t ransfer  money I 

don’t  know how I’m going to  do i t ,  but  I am going 

to  t ransfer  some money for  his  t icket .  So I 

t ransferred money for  his  t icket  and within two 

weeks we had him in Denmark.   It  was the las t  t ime 

I saw my dad,  he was there for  three months  with 

us .  Because he came back in  1989,  and he died here.  

He was at  that ,  s tage eighty-three years  old,  and 

they wouldn’t  let  me come to at tend his  funeral .  

Why I found that  very hurt ful  was because I was 

very close to  my dad,  very,  very close.  And just  a  
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week later  af ter  my fathers’  death,  they had released 

the s ix  Rivonia t r ial is ts  and I found that  i t  s t range 

that  they refused me permission.  But  even the ANC 

said no you are not  going to  go back into the 

country now because you know, the televis ion 

broadcast ,  the televis ion programme that  had been 

made on us  was very damaging to  the South African 

whi te cause,  the apartheid cause,  and they would be 

af ter  us ,  and i f  I at tempted,  i f  the ANC said okay t ry 

to  get  into the country,  what  the ANC representat ive 

at  that  t ime said to  me very clearly,  look your 

family has  got  a  t ragedy on i ts  hands r ight  now, 

your father’s  funeral  that  has  to  be organised,  and i f  

you go and you get  picked up in  Johannesburg,  so 

they have a double t ragedy and then you are going 

to  leave your family out  here.  If  something happens 

to  you and they ki l l  you,  you are going to  be 

creat ing t ragedies  al l  around.  So we are saying to  

you,  don’t  go,  i t 's  too r isky.  And I had to  internal ise 

that ,  I had to  accept  that  I had responsibi l i t ies  on a 

larger  level  than at tending my father 's  funeral .  But  

one of  the f i rs t  acts  when we returned to  South 

Africa proper ,  in  1992,  in  July 1992,  was for  me to  

go back home and to  make my peace in  the spot  in  

the Umzimkulu River ,  where my fathers  ashes  were 

put  down there.   So I had to  go there and make my 

peace.  And that  night  I s lept  in  his  room, on his  

bed,  to  make my peace with him,  because i t ’s  a  very 

important  r i tual  in  Hinduism as  such,  that  you 

return home to wash your fathers  body.  And I was 

symbolical ly able to  do this  again,  in  a  very 

symbolic way.  This  was in  1992,  this  was several  

years  af ter  his  death.  
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DS: Okay,  what  was the cause of  his  death?  

PD: Sorry,  I didn’t  hear  you?  

DS:  What  was the cause of  his  death?  

PD: Well  he was,  he had a heart  at tack.  He had a heart  

at tack in  1969,  short ly af ter  he was released from 

where he was beaten up and al l  that  by the Securi ty 

Pol ice.   He had a massive heart  at tack in  ’74 and so 

his  heart  was never  what  i t  was before,  but  he was 

an incredibly s t rong man of  another  generat ion,  that  

we don’t  know about .  He used to  walk an average of  

fourteen ki lometres  a  day.  He used to  go to  the 

hospi tal  to  vis i t  people,  and he knew everybody.  If  

you were a Dhlamini ,  or  you were a Naidoo,  or  you 

were whatever ,  he knew you.    

END TAPE 1B -  RESUMPTION TAPE 2A 

DS:  Okay.   I jus t  want  us  to  go a l i t t le  bi t  back.  Earl ier  

on you said you went  to  Tanzania,  and I jus t  want  to  

f ind out  how did you,  what  made you go to  

Tanzania?  

PD: Well ,  we were never  qui te  happy in  Denmark in  the 

ini t ial  periods  because Danish cul ture,  European 

cul ture was so foreign to  us  and we wanted our 

chi ldren to  grow up within an African environment .  

 And so,  qui te  earl ier  on as ,  you know, teachers ,  we 

decided that  we wanted to  give the service,  our  

services  to  our  own people and so we appl ied to  

become teachers  in  the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom 

College in  Tanzania,  which is  run by the ANC and 

we were accepted.  And we moved to  Tanzania in  

1981 and I was a teacher  in  the secondary school ,  
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the high school  and my wife was a teacher  in  the 

primary sect ion,  in  the junior  primary sect ion.  The 

Tanzanian experience was qui te  an amazing 

experience because i t  was the f i rs t  t ime we were 

l iving in  a  t ropical  country.  But  of  course,  i t  came 

with the t ropical  cl imate,  a  number of  diseases  that  

we had never  contended with before.  Primari ly 

amongst  them was malaria .  But  anyway that  i s  

another  s tory.  We were act ive in  the various  ANC 

uni ts  on the set t lements  that  was qui te  a  sel f-

eff icient  independent  set t lement  in  Morogoro,  we 

were just  outs ide Morogoro.  We had our own 

garage,  we had our own clothing factories ,  we had 

our own electr ical  supply,  we had a number of  

things that  in  fact ,  the Tanzanians  didn’t  have,  

because we were being supported by sol idari ty 

organisat ions  across  the globe,  especial ly the East  

block,  you know, countr ies  that  used to  send 

containers  down and we had a lot  of  sol idari ty wi th 

the Danes.  The Danes suppl ied the various  

archi tects  who designed the place for  us .  The Dutch 

ant i -apartheid movement  provided a number of  key 

workers  for  us  as  wel l .   And Mala and I taught  there 

and we lef t  in  1982,  so that  was a period of  two 

years  we were there.   One of  the reasons,  wel l  the 

key reason why we had lef t  was that  malaria ,  

malaria  was causing a ser ious  problem. 

DS:  You’re s t i l l  te l l ing us  about  Tanzania,  why you were 

decided to  leave.  

PD:  Yes,  whi le  we were there you know, I was act ive in  

the,  I was chairman of  the environmental  commit tee.  

 I was also part  of  the discipl inary commit tee,  and 
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my wife and I were both involved in  various  uni ts  at  

the camp as  wel l .  What  had,  made us  leave Tanzania 

and return to  Denmark was the fact  that  malaria  was 

a major  ki l ler .  And I was very fortunate in  that  I 

suffered with malaria  once.  But  Mala and the two 

gir ls ,  who were at  that  t ime s ix  and eight  years  old,  

had malaria  ten t imes each.   And malaria  s tunts  your 

growth completely.  To complicate mat ters ,  I 

developed a very severe s tomach,  intes t inal  

infect ion,  which forced me -  I mean which,  during 

that  period I los t  seventeen ki los  in  weight .  So I 

was ex tremely,  ex tremely skinny at  that  period.   

And my older  daughter ,  Semi,  also developed some 

kind of  urethral  infect ion,  which there was no cure 

for  these things in  Tanzania as  such.   We were able 

to  control ,  to  a  certain  l imited ex tent ,  the most  

deadly effects  of  malaria  by taking a prophylact ic .  

But  that  didn’t  give us  more that  40% you know, 

protect ion and in  my daughter’s  case,  she needed 

medical  at tent ion very urgent ly and in  my case,  I 

needed at tent ion as  wel l ,  which we couldn’t  obtain 

down there.  And we decided at  that  s tage,  that  i t  

would be in  our  best  interest  to  return to  Denmark 

and i t  would be in  the interest  of  the movement  as  

wel l  were i f  we returned to  Denmark because we 

were,  we would be able to  cont inue the kind of  

sol idari ty work rather  than remain in  Tanzania as  

teachers .   Because there were other  people that  we 

could get  in  there.   But  on the diplomat ic front  and 

a number of  other  fronts  we had al ready establ ished 

a presence in  Scandinavia and we fel t  that  we would 

be more useful ly used down there.  We also had a 

fear  because we were burying a baby a week in  
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Tanzania due to  malaria  and due to  other  diseases .   

There was at  the back of  our  minds a deep-seated 

fear  that  we could lose our  gi r ls  to  some disease or  

other .  Now i t ’s  qui te  a  t ropical  cl imate,  i t ’s  qui te  

di fferent  from what  we are used in  Kwa-Zulu Natal .  

It  i s  very,  very different .  We think we know what  

l iving in  a  t ropical  cl imate is ,  i t ’s  very different  to  

you know, l i fe  as  we know i t  here.   So there were a 

number of  t ropical  diseases  which we know nothing 

about ,  we didn’t  even know how to handle these 

things.   So that  coupled with one or  two other  minor 

reasons which sort  of  forced us  to  take a decis ion to  

go back.   But  we were leaving Tanzania in  order  to  

advance the s t ruggle,  so we returned to  Denmark.  

We immediately got  ourselves  involved in  

advancing the s t ruggle by expanding the ant i -

apartheid movement ,  by creat ing al l  kinds of  

contacts  wi th a  number of  organisat ions .  Because 

you must  remember,  at  that  s tage in  Scandinavia,  

al though there was a growing support  for  the ANC, 

i t  was s t i l l  not  off icial  pol icy of  the Government  to  

support  the ANC.  This  only came in  much later .   

 DS:  Okay,  in  that  t ime did you maintain opt imism, l ike a  

hope that  we’l l  be l iberated one day?  

PD: We had no doubt  about  that .  We had no doubt  that  

we would be l iberated,  perhaps we were over  

enthusias t ic  at  the f i rs t .  When we f i rs t  go into ex i le  

we thought  in  f ive years  t ime we would have 

l iberated the country and we would be able to  

return.  But  we had no doubt  that  the country would 

be l iberated by a combinat ion of  forces ,  the armed 

s t ruggle would just  be one minor element  of  that  
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s t ruggle.   But  there were other  you know, legs  of  

the internat ional  s t ruggle that  we were bui lding up 

and that  every s ingle individual  had to  make a 

contr ibut ion to  this .  And i t  was so important  that  we 

did what  we did in  terms of  the internat ional  leg of  

the s t ruggle,  in  terms of  the internat ional  

community applying sanct ions  et  cetera and 

reducing i ts  t rade with South Africa and the oi l  

boycot t ,  the f inancial  boycot t ,  a  number of  these 

ini t iat ives  were in  fact  launched by Mala and 

myself .    

DS:  Okay,  looking back is  there anything you would 

have done different ly,  maybe?  

PD: In a  way yes .  I would have given a l i t t le  bi t  more 

t ime to  my family,  because in  both of  our  cases  we 

were married to  the s t ruggle f i rs t ,  then we were 

married to  one another ,  and we t r ied to  give as  

normal  a  l i fe  to  our  two chi ldren and one of  our  

regrets  is  that  we were unable to  give them 

suff icient  t ime because we were at  the same t ime 

super  act ivis ts  wi thin the ANC, within the ant i -

apartheid movement ,  in  local  pol i t ics ,  in  the peace 

movement ,  in  the ant i -racis t  movement .  And our 

l ives  were very ful l  and to  a  certain  ex tent  we do 

have a bi t  of  a  gui l t  feel ing that  we did neglect  our  

chi ldren somewhat .   Not  to  the ex tent  where i t  has  

damaged them in any way,  but  we could have been a 

l i t t le  bi t  more there for  them. So you know, looking 

back,  in  ret rospect ,  that  i s  the only regret  I have.  

Given the same s i tuat ion that  we had in  the s ix t ies  

and sevent ies  and the eight ies  I would do i t  a l l  over  

again.  
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DS: Okay,  the unbanning of  al l  the pol i t ical  

organisat ions  in  1990,  how did you feel?  

PD:  In one word elated.  Absolutely elated,  and of  

course,  the subsequent  release of  Nelson Mandela,  

who was this  amazing father  f igure and somebody 

we had al l  admired for  such a long t ime.  We were 

s imply,  absolutely elated.   I remember having 

worked unt i l  3  o’clock in  the morning in  the ant i -

apartheid off ices  in  the ci ty of  Aubus,  where we had 

l ived,  Denmark’s  second largest  ci ty.  We had 

worked throughout  the day and unt i l  3  o’clock in  the 

morning to  organise a  massive l iberat ion party,  

l iberat ion in  the sense that  Nelson Mandela was 

free;  and we had closed off  the ent i re  s t reet  wi th 

permission from the Municipal i ty because this  

became a centre of  celebrat ion.  You know the whole 

ant i -apartheid movement  got  together  and we had 

this  massive party which spi l led out  onto the s t reets  

as  wel l ,  and i t  was a day of  great  l iberat ion and 

great  joy for  us .  It  was a day we had l ived for  and 

this  would now mean that ,  in  a  short  t ime we,  would 

be returning home.  

DS:  Okay,  why do you think the Nat ional  Party agreed to  

a  negot iated set t lement?  

PD: They had no other  opt ion.  We must  never  forget  that  

i t  wasn’t  goodwil l  on their  part  that  forced them to 

the negot iat ing table.  It  was the ANC’s total i ty of  

the s t ruggle package that  forced them to the 

negot iat ing table.  If  their  posi t ion cont inued to  

remain as  s t rong as  i t  was in  the s ix t ies  and the 

sevent ies  they were not  prepared,  they would never  
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have negot iated with the ANC or wi th any other  

force.  They negot iated with the ANC primari ly 

because they were now in a posi t ion of  weakness .   

They were;  i t  was impossible for  them to go on 

governing the country l ike they had governed i t  in  

the sevent ies .  Now there was open rebel l ion and 

res is tance.  The people had unbanned the ANC. So 

before the apartheid regime unbanned the ANC, the 

people’s  movement  had unbanned the ANC.   

DS:  Okay,  did you give any tes t imony to  the TRC? 

PD: No I didn’t  give any,  nei ther  did Mala and both of  

us ,  in  principle,  were opposed to  the TRC because 

the TRC equated the perpetrators  of  apartheid and 

those of  us  who were in  the res is tance on the same 

level  and for  me this  was tantamount  to  blasphemy.  

 And when I had to  wri te  a  paper  for  somebody who 

was in  parl iament  about  these arguments ,  I said,  

“Are you now going to  equate the res is tance 

movement  in ,  let ’s  say France during the Second 

World War,  on the same level  as  the oppression of  

the Nazi’s?”  So I said to  the individual ,  on another  

level ,  we take a woman who is  being raped by a man 

who is  brutal ly raping her .  Now during the t r ial  are 

we going to  say that  this  man here is  gui l ty of  rape 

and the woman because she res is ted his  at tempts ,  

she is  equal ly gui l ty of  violence?   So when the TRC 

equated or  created an equal i ty between the 

perpetrator’s  violence and the violence of  the 

res is tance,  we had a ser ious  problem with that  and I 

s t i l l  have a ser ious  problem with that .  Even in  the 

name of  reconci l iat ion I bel ieve South Africa,  the 

l iberat ion forces  went  too far  in  reconci l ing.   
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Because I bel ieve people l ike the perpetrators  of  the 

murder  of  Steve Biko are s t i l l  not  brought  to  

jus t ice.  We have been too forgiving,  we have been 

too ready to  forgive and I’m afraid yes  I do want  to  

go forward,  but  I don’t  bel ieve the ful l  t ruth about  

our  past  has  been revealed.  It  became,  in  many 

instances ,  a  song and dance and a crying chamber 

for  people to  vent  out  their  frust rat ions .   For  me,  

reconci l iat ion s t i l l  had to  have i ts  Nuremberg Trials  

in  South Africa,  which we haven’t  had yet .  And 

there are perpetrators  of  the violence and the worst  

at roci t ies  that  are walking the s t reets  as  free people.  

I have a problem with that .  

DS:  Why do think the TRC or say the ANC Government  

has  done that?  

PD:  I have been t rying to  rat ional ise as  to  why they have 

done that ,  you know. I bel ieve that  one of  the things 

that  the Government  wanted to  do,  and Mandela 

wanted to  do,  i s  to  t ry to  reconci le  or  to  patch over  

the cracks as  quickly as  possible in  our  society.  To 

a certain  ex tent  i t  has  worked,  in  that  there has  been 

a forgiveness  on the part  of  the Government ,  on part  

of  the ANC, on the part  of  the black majori ty,  so 

that  we can get  ahead with out  l ives .  But  I don’t  

bel ieve that  jus t ice has  been served.  I’m a great  

bel iever  in  jus t ice because I bel ieve that  these 

individuals  who perpetrated the grossest  of  these 

abuses  must  be made to  pay in  some way.  There has  

got  to  be ret r ibut ion and there isn’t  that  ret r ibut ion 

that  I see.  There is  even talk  now of  a  ki l ler  l ike 

[Eugene]  de Kock going free.   There’s  people,  

there’s  ki l lers  l ike Basson who are being t reated 
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with -  you know, the man may walk free,  and this  

worries  me,  how far  do we take reconci l iat ion?   

This  concerns  me because I have seen my fr iends 

ki l led,  I’ve seen my fr iends tortured.  Now I don’t  

want  to  be bi t ter  about  this ,  but  I want  to  be 

real is t ic .  Let’s  jus t  be real is t ic  let ’s  not  take a 

reconci l iat ion to  absurd lengths ,  where we do al l  the 

forgiving.   Forgiveness  is  got  to  be a joint  thing and 

so far  i t ’s  been coming largely from our s ide.  

DS:  So in  terms of  reparat ion what  can you say about  i t?  

PD:  You see reparat ion to  me,  to  me means going 

beyond f inancial  reparat ions .   A suggest ion has  been 

made,  a  very s t rong suggest ion has  been made,  in  

that  the people who secured large amounts  of  money 

from German companies  to  pay reparat ions  to  the 

holocaust  survivors  I think the amount  was one 

bi l l ion dol lars  or  whatever  i t  was,  and now there is  

talk  the same thing should be done so that  the 

survivors  of  apartheid wil l  now begin to  benefi t .   

Those Western companies  that  t raded with South 

Africa and supported South Africa , they ought  to  

pay some kind of  reparat ion.  But  I want  to  take i t  

one s tep beyond that .  For  me reparat ion means,  

whatever  i t  i s  being put  into the repair  of  the minds,  

of  the souls  of  people who have been so brutal ised 

by the system and so brutal ised especial ly in  the 

period from 1984 to  1994/1995 in  that  period here,  

that  ten-  year  period,  where the las t  gasps  of  the 

apartheid monster  were being played out  in  the 

f ields .  And here in  Kwa-Zulu Natal ,  we have a 

t remendously t raumatised society.  Today,  of  course,  

we have another  dimension,  we have the problem of 
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Aids.   But  we have a t raumatised society where very 

l i t t le  has  been done to  repair  the damages caused by 

the t rauma.  We had chi ldren who see,  who’ve seen 

their  parents  murdered in  front  of  them. They have 

seen their  uncles ,  their  grannies ,  their  aunts  

murdered in  front  of  them. What  has  been done to  

address  the t rauma?  We heard of  individual  groups,  

l ike in  the Port  Shepstone area,  where pract ical  

minis t r ies  under Reverend Danny Chet ty,  are t rying 

to  do something about  i t .  We had Diakonia 

Churches  you know, the Diakonia Counci l  of  

Churches  t rying to  do something down here on a 

smal l  scale.  Government  needs to  add funds so that  

this  process  of  reconci l iat ion can take place.  And I 

bel ieve that  we have come a long way again within 

the contex t  of  Kwa-Zulu Natal  between the ANC 

and INKATHA, where there’s  been,  at  least  the 

ki l l ing has  ended.   But  we have got  to  go beyond 

that .  Repair  work has  to  be done so that  our  

communit ies  become normal  communit ies ,  that  we 

real ise we are l iving in  a  democracy.  Where i f  you 

are INKATHA then I respect  your views for  being 

INKATHA, i f  I am ANC, i f  I am PAC or i f  I am 

whatever  I am,  i t  i s  my r ight  to  be that .  It  i s  

important ,  this  is  what  democracy,  this  is  the 

essence of  democracy.  And I bel ieve that  we have 

got  to  reach that  s tage,  but  that  heal ing process  has  

s t i l l  got  to  take place.  

DS:  Okay,  so earl ier  on you spoke of  the survivors  of  

apartheid,  what  do you mean when you say the 

survivors  of  apartheid.  Are you saying that  the 
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people who were the direct  vict ims of  apartheid,  as  

in  those who lost  their  loved ones?  

PD: This  is  a  touchy quest ion,  r ight .   Now the survivors  

of  apartheid s t retch over  three hundred years  of  our  

his tory,  more than three hundred years  of  our  

his tory.  I bel ieve that  i f  you say that ,  le t ’s  say ten 

bi l l ion dol lars  is  avai lable for  the survivors  of  

apartheid.  Now I don’t  mean that  the beneficiary of  

this  should be me or  you or  anybody else.  I bel ieve 

that  we need to  create nat ional  s t ructures ,  nat ional  

bodies  that  can look at  the upl i f tment  of  our  

society.  The scourge of  Aids  that  hi ts ,  that  i s  hi t t ing 

our society,  the scourge of  poverty that  i s  hi t t ing 

our society.  This  lack of  educat ion,  we don’t  have 

enough classrooms in  certain  areas .  We have some 

schools  in  a  democrat ic  South Africa where there is  

s t i l l  no toi lets  and that  i s  unacceptable to  me.   Why 

is  that  so?   We have s t i l l  c lassrooms where there are 

f i f ty and s ix ty chi ldren.   We s t i l l  have unusual ly 

high chi ld-mortal i ty rate  in  our  country.  Use those 

funds to  develop that .  I don’t  want  any of  that  

money and I don’t  think anybody has  a  r ight  to  that  

money.  Now with,  we are not  going to  say that  yes ,  I 

was more discriminated against  by apartheid than 

you were,  so I should have more of  this  and things 

l ike that ,  i t  wi l l  create too many divis ions  in  our  

society.  That  money,  i f  and should i t  come,  should 

go towards nat ional  upl i f tment .  

DS:  Okay,  in  closing would you l ike say anything with 

regard to  the Government  of  South Africa?  
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PD: Well  I think the Government  has  done a t remendous 

job in  a  very,  very diff icul t  s i tuat ion,  in  that  i t  has  

begun to  at tempt  to  create a  unif ied society out  of  a  

very divis ive society.  It  has  had to  consol idate a  

number of  forces  and i t  has  done this  fai r ly 

effect ively.  I bel ieve that  that  there is  s t i l l  a  long 

way to  go,  but  i t  i s  get t ing there s lowly.  And to  

reconci le  a  society l ike South Africa with the few 

resources  and the few at tempts  of  reconci l iat ion 

have been remarkable in  the dividends that  i t  has  

paid.   There are areas  that  concern me.  The at t i tudes  

of  people towards Aids ,  especial ly amongst  younger 

people,  i s  something that  worries  me.  We freed this  

country for  you.  Now if  you are going to  play 

Russian Roulet te  wi th your l ives  that  for  me is  

s tupid,  that  this  has  got  to  end that  we have got  to  

develop a new idea,  we have got  to  f ind a new way 

of  thinking about  sexual i ty,  about  our  sexual i ty 

which is  a ,  a  very important  thing.  I bel ieve that  the 

Government  has  done a t remendous amount  in  terms 

of  del ivery of  services  to  the people and I think that  

that  i s  wonderful .  But  I think that  the Government  

needs to  address  other  issues  that  i t  has  not  

addressed yet  suff icient ly wel l .  It  needs to  address  

issues  of  racism in our  country.  I bel ieve that  i t  

needs to  do a t remendous amount  in  terms of  sex ism 

and at t i tude towards gir ls  in  part icular ,  women,  or  

the female gender.  It  needs to  be,  there is  a  lot  that  

needs to  be done there,  and i t  needs to  be done 

urgent ly.  I don’t  think the Government ,  that  

Government  is  doing enough in  that  regard because 

we have absolutely horr i f ic  s i tuat ions  developing 

with abuse of  gi r ls ,  women,  chi ldren,  the elderly.   
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General ly the non-product ive elements  in  our  

society are being deal t  wi th very shoddi ly.  We 

bel ieve there’s  got  to  be a concerted pol icy in  order  

to  change this .  

DS:  Once again Mr.  Dul lay thank you very much for  

your contr ibut ion.  

PD:  You’re welcome.  

END OF INTERVIEW 

 



 

 

 


