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MN: Good morning and welcome to the Documentat ion 

 Centre at  the Univers i ty of  Durban-Westvi l le .   

 Welcome to another  sess ion of  our  Oral  His tory.   

 Today we are honoured to  be vis i ted by Mrs Janey 

 Juggernath Ramkissoon,  good morning and 

 welcome.    

J JR:  Good morning,  thank you very much for  having me.  

MN: Thank you very much.   Can you s tar t  wi th how i t  al l  

began,  wi l l  you tel l  us  about  yourself  who are you 

where were you born?  

JJR:  Okay,  I was born in  a  l i t t le  hamlet  south of  Durban 

cal led Merebank.  It  was a very,  very vibrant  

community in  terms of  pol i t ics .   And I was born in  a  

family that  was very act ive in  pol i t ics ,  especial ly 
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my father .   And my brothers  and s is ters  eventual ly 

al l  got  involved in  pol i t ics .   Wel l  I actual ly s tar ted 

get t ing involved,  ful ly,  in  the 1970’s ,  when I went  

to  col lege.  

MN: In which year  were you born again?  

JJR:  I was born in  1954.  

MN: In 1954.   Can you tel l  us  about  your family,  I mean 

how many were you in  the family?  

JJR:  Okay my Mum and Dad;  I have f ive brothers ;  and we 

are four  s is ters ;  but  I have a s is ter  who’s  late .    

MN: Where do you f i t  in  the ladder?  

JJR:  I’m number nine.  

MN: Number nine.   Can you tel l  us  about  your parents  

 and their  names?  

JJR:  Okay my Dad's  Balbahadur Juggernath and my 

Mum's  Harbasi  Bahadur Juggernath.   My Dad was 

born in  South Africa,  actual ly in  Verulam, and when 

he was f ive-years  old,  the family moved to  

Merebank,  Campbel l 's  Farm.   A person cal led 

Campbel l  had land there and they set t led there,  

farming family.   And Dad grew up in  Merebank and 

al l  of  us  were born in  -  wel l  i t 's  qui te  a  popular  

address ,  60 Duranta Road.   My grandfather ,  wel l  

actual ly my great-grandfather ,  together  wi th his  

three sons,  bui l t  a  home there.   And as  the three 
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sons got  married and l ived in  the same home and as  

the family grew bigger  and bigger  the house was 

just  ex tended further  and further  and further .   And 

al though I am number nine,  and I was born in  1954,  

I s t i l l  remember my grandfather  and his  two 

brothers  l iving in  the home.   My cousins ,  my second 

cousins  and thi rd cousins  we al l  grew up together  in  

this  place.   And that  i s  why we are s t i l l   c lose even 

t i l l  today because we grew up together .   Eventual ly 

the place became so populated that  one  day the 

milk t ruck taking milk to  a  school  actual ly dropped 

the milk at  our  home thinking i t  was the school .  

[ laughs]  And wel l  we could,  we didn’t  need 

outs iders  to  have any funct ion at  home,  we were 

such a big family.   Al though the house was 

demolished in  the 1960’s  and everyone moved 

separately,  more nuclear  famil ies  were set  up.   The 

s i te  is  s t i l l  there and there’s  a  Jackfrui t  t ree there 

 planted by my great-grandfather ,  Dhani ,  which 

s t i l l  s tands there and i t  s t i l l  bears  frui t .  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  your parents ,  I mean 

 educat ion-wise,  were they educated people or  sort  

 of?  

JJR:  My father  went  up to  Standard Four and he s tar ted 

working.  He had to  work to  al though they were 
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farmers  they had a poul t ry farm later  on.   He had to  

go out  to  work because of  the economic s i tuat ion at  

home.   My father  had f ive other  brothers  and he had 

f ive s is ters  and he was the eldest ,  so  he had to  go to  

work.   But  he went  to  night  school  and he completed 

s tandard s ix .    

MN: And your mother?  

JJR:  My mother  was uneducated,  total ly uneducated.   She 

could not  speak in  Engl ish only in  Hindi .   But  she 

could speak Hindi  very f luent ly,  and by the t ime she 

died she could speak Engl ish very f luent ly,  as  wel l .  

MN: Do you know anything about  your grandparents  from 

both s ides?  

JJR:  My maternal  grandparents  I didn’t  know at  al l .  In  

fact  my eldest  brother  hadn’t  met ,  them they died 

very,  very early in  their  l ives .   My father 's  father ,  

he was,  wel l  he was Juggernath,  actual ly.   He 

worked at  the Clairwood Race Course and wel l  he 

worked there al l  the t ime that  I know.  Everyone 

cal led him Jack and very,  very forceful  man;  he 

didn’t  take any nonsense;  I think that’s  where my 

father  got  i t  f rom, you know.  He wouldn’t  be 

int imidated by anybody;  black,  whi te  or  whatever ,  

and qui te  a  s t rong character .   My grandmother  I’ve 
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always remem-bered as  being a very s ick person,  

qui te  typical  

  Hindi  mother- in-law.  I know she gave my  Mum a 

hard t ime very,  very typical  Hindi  mother-  in-

law.   I was terr i f ied of  her  real ly.  And my 

 grandparents  were always old because I was 

so -   you know I was born so late .   There’s  a  18/20-

year   age-gap between my eldest  brother  and 

myself .  

MN: What  can you tel l  us  about  your community,  what  

sort  of  a  community was i t?  I mean how was i t  the 

infras t ructure and al l  that .  What  kind of  a  commu-

ni ty was i t ,  what  kind of  a  place Merebank was?  

JJR:  Well  early Merebank I think the best  person to  talk  

to  is  my eldest  brother  he’s  been document ing a 

whole lot .   He’s  wri t ten that  book that  you have 

with you.   I know Merebank later ,  you know, when 

the counci l  houses  came up and when we moved in  

nuclear  family ci rcles ,  you know.  Most  of  my l i fe ,  

was wel l  the l i fe  that  I know, was spent  in  Arcourt  

Place when we moved from 60 Duranta Road,  that’s  

the l i fe  I know.  And wel l  my early l i fe  was l ike any 

chi ld  very,  very happy chi ldhood,  and wel l  wi th 

fr iends and neighbours  and cousins  and that  kind of  

thing.   But  i t  was only when I went  to  Merebank 
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High that  I got  involved in  the community,  in  

pol i t ics ,  and that  kind of  thing.    

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your early school ing days your 

primary school  days,  where did i t  a l l  begin?  

JJR:  Okay,  I f i rs t  four  years  were spent  in  a  school  cal led 

 Hi l ls ide School ,  there’s  a  l i t t le  his tory behind i t .   

 Hi l ls ide School  in  Merebank very,  very close to  the 

 cut t ing was army barracks and the Merebank Indian 

 Associat ion bought  that ,  the army barracks,  and 

 they turned i t  in to  a  school ,  so i t  was a government-

 aided Indian school .   And I was there for  the f i rs t  

 four  years .   It  was only later  on I real ised that  i t  

 belonged to  the Merebank Indian Associat ion.   The 

 second school  at  that  t ime was the Merebank 

 Indian-aided school ,  which also belonged to  the 

 Merebank Indian Associat ion.   Do you want  me to  

 tel l  you something about  these 2 schools?  

MN: Please do.  

J JR:  Okay.   Both these schools  were run by this  

associat ion,  the grantees  were people from the 

community.   My father  was very,  very involved in  

the Merebank Indian Associat ion.   In  the early 60 's  

both these schools  were sold to  the Indian Affai rs  

and they bought  premises  in  Merebank,  more in  the 

r ich region,  in  the -  opposi te  the oi l  ref ineries  in  
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between the two oi l  ref ineries .   And they a bui l t  a  

school ,  a  very,  very basic school ;  no l ights  you 

know, that  kind of  thing.   Between 25 rooms that’s  

the Set t lers  Primary School ,  and I taught  there for  

more or  less  twenty years .   It  was bui l t  by the 

community and then in  the 1980’s  early 1980’s  i t  

was sold to  the -  wel l  i t  was sold to  the Indian 

Affai rs  and then i t  went  on,  handed over  to  the 

House of  Delegates .   In  1982 they ex tended the 

school  and i t ’s  a  huge school  now but  very,  very 

much a whi te elephant  because lots  of  rooms are not  

used because the populat ion has  decreased so much.  

  

MN: Going back to  your primary school?  

JJR:  Oh yes .  

MN: What  can you tel l  what  was so wel l  was there any 

 interest ing was there any teacher  whom you l iked 

 or  even a subject  you l iked the most?  

JJR:  Yes,  very much so I was a very bright  s tudent .   And 

I think,  when you are a  bright  s tudent  you tend to  

enjoy school  that  much more because you are not  

bat t l ing you know, academical ly.   So social ly you 

are accepted as  wel l  when you are academical ly 

bright .  So I had lots  and lots  of  fr iends and gir l  

f r iends as  wel l  as  boys and two fr iends s tand out  
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very,  very much in  my mind.   One is  Lawson,  we 

were fr iends from Standard Two r ight  up to  today,  

we are s t i l l  very good fr iends.   He married my good 

fr iend and my husband and he just  hi t  i t  off  and we 

are s t i l l  f r iends up t i l l  today.    

 And the second fr iend I had who was in  class  wi th 

me from class  one r ight  up to  the t ime she lef t  

school  is  Thiru.  She is  married now in Mari tzburg 

but  we s t i l l  keep in  touch.   That  was my primary 

school  days.   Teachers ,  there were three teachers  

who s tand out .   One was Mr Raman and then I had 

wel l  -  I don’t  know if  I should say,  the misfortune 

or  the fortune,  by being taught  by a Mr K Rajoo,  

Kis ten Rajoo and AK Pi l lay.   Al l  three of  them 

joined racis t  organisat ions  l ike for  ins tance,  AK 

Pi l lay was LAC representat ive in  Merebank.   And 

later  on he joined Sol idari ty in  the Tricam 

Parl iament .   And K Rajoo,  wel l  he was Independent ,  

and then he joined Sol idari ty,  and then he joined 

IFP,  and wel l  now he is  in  parl iament ,  he’s  a  

diplomat  somewhere in  America.   But  they did 

nothing for  me,  real ly did nothing for  me.  

MN: What  interest ,  or  I mean why are they so s ignif icant  

now or  are you only saying i t  because of  what  

happened later  on?  
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JJR:  Yes later  on yes .  

MN: From Hil ls ide where to?  

JJR:  This  was in  the Nazaam Primary.   This  was a 

government  school  total ly government  school .  At  

the moment  i t ’s  one of  the lead schools  in  

Merebank.   I was there from standard three r ight  up 

to  s tandard s ix .   But  even there,  I hadn’t  cut  my 

pol i t ical  teeth at  that  t ime,  even social ly,  I was very 

-  I was not  act ive at  al l .  

MN: Then you f inished you went  to  which school?  

JJR:  I went  to  Merebank High that  i s  where al l  the,  you 

know, act ion real ly s tar ted.   I went  there in  

Standard Seven and al ready there was a group of  

boys,  and I emphasise boys,  because there were not  

many women I mean gir ls  who were act ive at  that  

t ime.   But  these boys l ike people l ike Spider  

Juggernath,  Coastal ,  Kumba Govender,  Viv Pi l lay,  

Krish Rabi lal ,  Myron Peters ,  Bapt is t  Marie;  they 

were al l  in  school  at  that  t ime,  in  s tandards  higher  

than I was.   And there were lots  of  act ivi t ies  in  

Merebank High that  inf luenced me pol i t ical ly.  

MN: Coming back to  your community again was i t  a  

mixed community,  or  was i t  only exclusively Indian 

when you grew up?  
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JJR:  When I grew up;  no total ly Indian community.   But  

we broke those bounds later  on in  our  l ives  and we 

worked very closely with Wentworth,  which was 

total ly a  Coloured community.   And then of  course,  

there were act ivis ts  from Umlazi  who used to  join 

u,s  Umlazi  and Lamontvi l le ,  la ter  on.  

MN: Am I r ight  Janey,  in  saying that  considering what  

 you have just  said that  at  high school  i t ’s  where 

 your pol i t ical  consciousness  s tar ted?  

JJR:  Yes.  

MN: Tel l  us  more about  your high school  I’m interested,  

s ince i t ’s  your pol i t ical  beginning.  

J JR:  Okay wel l  I’ve wri t ten about  i t .   I’ve wri t ten about  

i t  and I want  to  document  i t  because i t ’s  -  [ interrupt ion]  

MN: Can we pause please?    

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back.   You were just  tel l ing us  about  your 

wri t ings  can you expand on your wri t ings?  

JJR:  I want  to  document  the l i fe  of  grass  roots  act ivis ts  

because I f ind that ,  you know, i t  hasn’t  been an area 

that  was great ly touched.   Al though there has  been 

work in  Soweto and other  places  that  people are 

wri t ing about  grass  roots  act ivis ts .   In  a  community 

l ike Merebank,  i t  was so act ive during the apartheid 
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era,  I f ind that  the s tory of  many grass  roots  

act ivis ts  hasn’t  been told.   So I began this  wri t ing 

when I ret i red on June 1st  las t  year .   Wel l  the idea 

actual ly came up at  that  t ime,  but  I began this  work 

in  March 2002.   And I want  to  document  l i fe  of  

people who worked in  al l  the community organisa-

t ions ,  especial ly the pol i t ical  organisat ions .  People 

who were the unsung heroes ,  people who went  

pamphleteering,  conscient is ing people on apartheid,  

and on ant i -Tricam ant i -LAC.  People who went  

door-to-door;  vis i t ing homes;  and making them 

aware of  the pol i t ical  s i tuat ion.   People who 

actual ly carr ied the s t ruggle forward;  people who 

were detained;  people who were just  taken overnight  

into prison;  people who actual ly r isked their  l ives  

and printed graff i t i  on the wal ls .   You know these 

are the people I am actual ly tackl ing.   People who 

went  across  the borders  at  much r isk and there are 

people in  Merebank who did that .   Who went  and 

vis i ted ex i les ,  who took s tuff  over  to  ex i les ,  and 

that  kind of  thing.   So these are the people that  I am 

tackl ing.   

 The year ,  the t ime-span I am looking at  i s  between 

1966 and 1996.  The reason I chose 1966 was that  

was the year  of  the f i f th  year  celebrat ion of  the 
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Republ ic  of  South Africa.   And I began my s tory in  

1966 saying that  we actual ly part icipated in  this  

whole event ,  and I s tar ted by saying we were 

encouraged,  our  teachers  encouraged us .   But  we 

found that  we had res is tance from my father  and my 

brothers  my older  brothers .   And suddenly we were 

thinking,  now on one hand our teachers  are 

encouraging us  to  part icipate,  but  my father  and 

brothers  are tel l ing us  no.   Now what’s  the problem, 

so we began quest ioning?    And I think that  i s  where 

we began to  real ise that  things in  this  country were 

not  as ,  i t  I mean,  i t ’s  not  what  we wanted.   And 

Spider ,  my brother ,  who’s  just  a  l i t t le  bi t  older  than 

I am,  he was real ly,  real ly interested in  get t ing into 

pol i t ics  at  that  t ime,  and wel l  not  pol i t ics  as  much 

as  becoming an act ivis t ,  you know.  And he began 

quest ioning and the book s tar ts  off  wi th what  he 

began quest ioning.   There is  lots  of  things that  he 

quest ioned.  For ins tance you know, a thing l ike 

construct ion work was just  going on and on and on 

up t i l l  today in  Merebank the construct ion hasn’t  

s topped.    The oi l  ref ineries  jus t  ex tending,  Mondi  

is  jus t  ex tending and you know, he quest ioned that .  

 And compared i t  to  a  community r ight  next  door us  

The Bluff  which was a very set t led community with 
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pools ,  l ibrar ies ,  which we never  had.   And I spoke 

about  the Vietnam Wars  and which Spider  found you 

know -  why was America put t ing i ts  f inger  in  the 

East  you know.  Spoke about  one incident  Spider  

went  to  Isnembe and on his  way he saw this  l i t t le  

African chi ld ,  pre-school  chi ld ,  s i t t ing at  a  

doorstep.   And many hours  later  he came back and 

he saw this  chi ld  s i t t ing in  exact ly the same spot ,  

which was total ly,  total ly unnatural .   So these are 

the l i t t le  things,  which I have included in  the book.  

 And then of  course,  I wouldn’t  say rebel l ion,  but  

you know everything in  Merebank High,  which we 

fought  against ,  i s  documented in  there.   Wel l  that’s  

basical ly the s tar t ing point .  

MN: Do you ment ion names?  

JJR:  Yes,  yes ,  yes ,  I do.  

MN: In what  s tage is  i t  now I mean the book?  

JJR:  Very,  very,  very early s tages .   I’ve just  interviewed 

Spider  on just  one aspect .   I have a plan that  I drew 

up and I have names at tached to  i t  who I am going 

to  interview.   For ins tance,  wel l  f rom the Merebank 

High t ime,  I am going to  move onto Univers i ty of  

Durban-Westvi l le .   This  was the sevent ies  you 

know,,  early sevent ies  1972/76,  and then from there 

I’m going to  go onto what  happened in  Merebank in  
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the 1980’s ,  you know.  Like we s tar ted act ive work 

in  a  place cal led Mini town.   It  was housing bui l t  as  

a  t ransi t  camp;  i t  was supposed to  be there for  jus t  

three months .   Flat  houses ,  no ai r  vents  jus t  a  room 

and a ki tchen.   There is  no door between them; with 

no you know, nothing to  lock up.   So famil ies  l ived 

in  this  l i t t le  place.  Al though i t  was supposed to  be 

there for  three months ,  i t  went  on for  two years .   

And we s tepped in  the second year  when we told the 

ci ty counci l  you know enough is  enough.   And we 

began with this  survey of  what  people fel t  that  i s  

when we real ly got  involved in  the community,  and 

this  was 1979.   So we took a survey,  and we insis ted 

with the ci ty counci l  and we worked under the 

banner of  the Merebank Rate Payers  Associa-t ion 

now cal led Merebank Residents  Associat ion.   And 

eventual ly those houses  were replaced,  people were 

re-housed and they have high-r ise,  wel l  they have 

counci l  f lats  there now.  At  the moment  people are 

in  the process  of  purchasing their  f lats .    

MN: Going back to  your -  oh,  can you tel l  us  more about  

your father ,  what  sort  of  a  man was he,  I mean 

towards the family and towards the community or  

how can you paint  him can you paint  him for  us?  
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JJR:  Okay my Mum brought  us  up.  I need to  tel l  you that .  

 Because my father  worked the ent i re  day,  got  home,  

had his  supper,  and he went  out  to  do community 

work.   So to  al l  intents  and purposes  we didn’t  have 

a father  at  home.   He worked with the community 

organisat ions  l ike the Merebank Indian Associat ion.  

They were involved in  creat ing schools ,  and 

educat ing the community.   He was involved in  the 

Merebank Maha Subbha and which was the rel igious 

organisat ion that  was you know, cater ing for  the 

spir i tual  needs of  Merebank.   Then they had the 

coordinat ing commit tee on housing.   A l i t t le  later  

on when the counci l  houses  s tar ted when 

expropriat ion began and so he was very heavi ly 

involved in  the Merebank Coordinat ing Counci l .   

And later  on,  in  the Merebank Indian Associat ion 

you know.  He was qui te  a  s t rong personal i ty;  

everything he did was for  the community;  for  the 

upl i f tment  of  the community.   He was total ly 

against  this  Group Areas  Act ;  he was total ly against  

this  bui lding of  counci l  houses  for  the Indians  in  

Merebank,  you know.  And later  on he joined the 

NIC and he worked very closely with Mewa 

Ramgobin and Ela Gandhi .   What  I know of my 

father  is  that  he loved my mother ,  but  he loved -  I 
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mean he also loved us  t remendously but  the problem 

was you know there was always this  f ight  between 

the community and us .   He had a very,  very s t rong 

relat ionship with my older  brothers  because I 

suppose,  he could relate  to  them, he could talk  to  

them, and I remember lots  of  arguments  at  the 

dinner  table.   There was one thing we always did;  

especial ly when we were a nuclear  family;  we ate 

together;  al l  e leven of  us  ate  together .   But  I always 

remember there being f ights  at  the dinner  table.  

MN: About?  

JJR:  Pol i t ics .  

MN: Pol i t ics ;  i t  was always pol i t ics .   My mother  was the 

calming personal i ty in  the home.   She brought  us  

up;  she s t ruggled because my father  was just  a  

factory worker;  and she brought  us  up with lots  of  

love.  

MN: What  language did you use in  the family considering 

that  you said you Mum wasn’t  Engl ish?  

JJR:  Engl ish,  and we spoke Hindi  to  my Mum, but  we 

would speak in  Engl ish to  her  and she would reply 

in  Hindi .  

MN: So she could hear  Engl ish but  she could not?  
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JJR:  Well  later  as  I said earl ier  -  later  on her  l i fe  she 

could speak Engl ish -  wel l  not  perfect  Engl ish but  

she could especial ly when the grandchi ldren came.  

MN: You spoke about  being the large family and I also 

remember that  the milk t ruck incident ,  when you 

were having I mean when you having a meal  was i t  

a l l  or  was i t…? 

JJR:  See my grandfather  had three sons l iving in  the 

 same yard,  Juggernath,  Bai jnath and Ramcharan.   

 When I remember the set -up,  there were three 

 ki tchens so you ate in  any ki tchen you wanted.    

DN: So you can say "no my daughter  this  way?" 

JJR:  Well  i f  you didn’t  l ike something in  your own 

 ki tchen,  then you just  went  next  door.    

DN: Going back to  your high school  days you said that  

you s tar ted pol i t ics ,  what  year  was i t  when you 

entered high school  again?  

JJR:  1969.  

DN: 1969 you got  involved in  pol i t ics .   Tel l  us  about  

your engagement ,  what  sort  of  engagement  did you 

do,  or  what  did you have any s ignif icant  thing or  

event  or  thing you can remember about?  

JJR:  Well ,  lo ts  of  i t  i s  documented al ready in  what  I am 

wri t ing and l i t t le  incidents  that  occurred in  school .   

Like one of  the things I wrote there was the 1971 
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Republ ic  Day celebrat ion.   Again you know, we 

were forced to  hois t  the f lag,  the apartheid f lag,  

s ing the Nat ional  Party anthem, Die Stem.  And we 

were forced to  have a celebrat ion,  especial ly in  

May,  the 31st  being Republ ic  Day we were forced to  

do things.   But  1971 is  s ignif icant  because there 

were lots  of  act ivi t ies  organised by the department ,  

that  was the Indian Affai rs .   Wel l  I suppose they got  

their  -  they were forced to  do,  wel l  not  forced,  they 

were asked to  do certain  things by the government .   

One of  the act ivi t ies  was sports .  They wanted the 

South Durban sports  to  commemorate Republ ic  Day.  

Merebank High sent  one athlete,  a  token gesture.   

And at  this  athlet ic  meet ing you’d f ind the chi ldren 

would s tar t  off  the race -  which I found qui te  

hi lar ious  -  they would s tar t  off  and just  before they 

came to  the f inishing point  they would s top and 

walk away.   They wouldn’t  touch the rope or  the 

r ibbon,  they would just  s top there and walk away.    

MN: That  was during the celebrat ion?  

JJR:  This  was in  1971 so you know, people were al ready 

 becoming conscient ised then.   And then I remember 

 we had a l i t t le  concert  in  Merebank High,  and a 

 group of  gi r ls  and boys came there to  s ing what  the 

 compère said we are going to  s ing the Nat ional  
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 Anthem.  And there was an uproar  al l  of  us  you 

 know  were angry,  how can they s ing Die Stem you 

 know, at  a  social?   And these s tudents  came there 

 and they sang what  they referred to  as  The Route.   

 And wel l  I can remember a  few words from i t .  

MN: Can you spel l  i t  out?  

JJR:   

  "From the mouths  of  s tarving chi ldren to  the 

malnutr i t ion bounds;  from the banned in  

Robben Is land to  the free in  OFS."  

 you know, and then going on to  say,  that  we wil l  

s tand s teadfast  and f ight  the oppression that  we 

were under.   I can’t  remember the exact  words but  i t  

was sung to  the same tune -  was used you know Die 

Stem tune.   

MN: Can you remember who composed that?  

JJR:  Yes,  Coastal  Govender.  

MN: I’m interested in  you again Janey,  Janey the gir l  

who went  to  high school .   I mean you come from a 

very humble Mum, I mean real  role models  at  home 

were -  Mum was a very humble person.   What  

interests  me is  that  you told me that  at  high school  

gi r ls  were not  i t  was most ly boys who were in  

pol i t ics .   But  you went  s t raight  in  pol i t ics  what  

prompted you?  
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JJR:  No,  no,  no I was get t ing conscient ised at  that  t ime.  

  I wasn’t  al lowed in  this  l i t t le  ci rcle  remember,  the 

 boys dominated i t .  

MN: You just  l i s tened from a dis tance?  

JJR:  I l i s tened from a dis tance and I was just  get t ing 

conscient ised.   Like for  ins tance I mean I would 

scream out  and say no to  Die Stem, you know.  One 

day we were -  wel l  30th of  May I think i t  was 1972,  

none of  us  went  to  school  because we knew we are 

going to  have to  s ing Die Stem and we are going to  

have to  s tand at  at tent ion,  when they hois t  this  f lag.  

And we refused to  go to  school .  When we went  to  

school  on 1st  of  June my principal  had a special  

assembly.   So we said no we don’t  know the words 

so they made copies  of  Die Stem.  So we s tood there 

and whi le they were hois t ing the f lag we tore these 

sheets  of  papers  into t iny bi ts  and we just  dropped i t  

where we were s tanding.   I mean al though i t  was 

ini t iated by this  group of  boys,  we also knew what  

was r ight ,  and we did i t .   But  we were s t i l l  not  

al lowed in  that  l i t t le  ci rcle .   It  was only I think,  

af ter  I went  into col lege that  we were al lowed then 

when we joined Merebank ex-s tudents  society that  

we were al lowed in  this  l i t t le  ci rcle .  
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MN: In high school  you wil l  always f ind that  even though 

the principal  i s  towing the l ine there are teachers  

who are pol i t ical  act ivis ts  even though they were 

not  showing,  did you have any in  those days?  

JJR:  There was one teacher  who s tands out ,  wel l  two 

 actual ly.   Mr SS Singh who was a his torian but  he 

 spoke to  us  about  Gandhi  and Passive Resis tance 

 and that  kind of  thing.   But  he didn’t  s tand out  as  

 being an act ivis t  you know, somebody who would 

 work in  the community to  conscient ise people and 

 that  kind of  thing.   But  he did get  us  very 

 interested in  Phoenix  Set t lement  he took us  on an 

 excurs ion to  Phoenix  Set t lement  and that  i s  where 

 my interest  in  the set t lement  came up.   And we 

 spent  a  week in  Phoenix  Set t lement  in ,  wel l  in  my 

 matr ic  year;  that  was 1972.   We spent  i t  a t  a  work 

 camp but  prior  to  that  Spider  and Coastal  and al l  

 went  to  a  number of  them but  the year  that  I spent  

 there was 1972.   It  was a work camp organised by 

 the NIC and we went  there and i t  was a very 

 discipl ined work camp,  where we worked and then 

 at  af ternoons we’d have lectures  by prominent  

 people.   I remember one lecture we had by the late  

 Ric Turner  you know, on educat ion in  China.   And 

 wel l  i t ’s  a  long t ime ago I don’t  remember detai ls  
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 but  I think that  conscient is ing process  real ly 

 helped us  as  wel l .    

MN: When you lef t  your high school  in  1972,  can I say 

 you were al ready being conscious of  the way you 

 were pol i t ical?  

JJR:  Yes and Spider  was my mentor  al l  a long.   Spider ,  I 

looked up to  him,  I l i s tened to  him,  he spoke to  me 

al l  the t ime.   So much so that  when I went  to  

t raining col lege;  I went  to  Springfield Col lege of  

Educat ion;  I didn’t  go to  my graduat ion you know; I 

was probably one of  the only ones  who didn’t  go to  

the graduat ion;  which was very,  very odd because 

t raining col lege s tudents  i t  was more a glori f ied 

high school  and there was not  much res is tance 

there.   It  was very regimented and very few act ivis ts  

came out  of  there,  unl ike UDW you know, Spider  

and my husband and al l  were in  UDW; there was 

always some kind of  res is tance and a univers i ty 

s tudent  went  through the mil l  of  res is tance,  but  not  

us  at  t raining col lege.  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your favouri te  subjects  at   h igh 

school ,  we haven’t  touched on that?  

JJR:  His tory,  his tory.  

MN: Is  i t  because of  his  inf luence or  was i t  jus t  

 natural ly you l iked his tory?  
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JJR:  A l i t t le  bi t  of  both I would say.   I loved Russian 

his tory,  loved Hit ler ,  the sect ion on Hit ler .  

MN: Did you excel?  

JJR:  Yes,  yes  I did excel ,  and Engl ish was another  

 favouri te  because -  wel l  I think his tory and Engl ish 

 go hand in  hand more,  more or  less ,  you know.  I 

 enjoyed his tory;  I had an excel lent  Engl ish teacher;  

  I real ly loved that .  I hated maths .  

MN: Did you fol low any pol i t ical  phi losophy I mean 

 during that  high school  days or  i t  was too early to  

 form any…? 

JJR:  Yes I think Coastal  and Spider  real ly you know -  I 

can s t i l l  hear  Coastal ,  af ter  thi r ty years  you know, 

saying communism, l ighty.  [ laughs]  

MN: So you fol lowed communism?  

JJR:  I read a lot ,  I read a lot  on communism. 

MN: Some people who just  fol low communism for  the 

sake of  the sexy word during those early years  did 

you unders tand i t  then?  

JJR:  Well  as  I say I had an excel lent  teacher  in  Spider  I 

had an excel lent  teacher .  

MN: Were you aff i l iated pol i t ical ly?  

JJR:  No.  

MN: No,  not  at  al l .  
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JJR:  No,  not  at  that  t ime.   There was nothing to  real ly 

aff i l iate  to .   It  was only later  on that  we joined the 

ranks of  the NIC.   But  what  does  s tand out  was in  

our  high school  days the Black Consciousness  

Movement  and SASO was very,  very act ive.   And 

their  act ivi t ies  actual ly rubbed off  onto us  and we 

would go to  lectures  to  the Allan Taylor  Residence 

at  Medical  School  in  Tara Road.   And I think i t  

p layed a very,  very major  role in  inf luencing us  to  

become act ivis ts  later  on.   But  even in  those early 

day’s  lots  of  us  found and I also found that  I wasn’t  

real ly interested in  Black Consciousness  as  such.   I 

f i rmly bel ieved that  South Africa belonged to  al l  

those who l ived in  i t .   And I think that’s  the 

phi losophy that  made me join the ranks of  the ANC 

later  on.  

MN: Now going back to  your family,  whom you said  

 was a large family and now you are in  high school  

 and you are graduat ing in  1972 being number nine.  

 Now I am interested to  know, the eight  before you,  

 did they also have that  opportuni ty of  going 

 through high school  -  I mean did they go to  school?  

JJR:  You know al though my father  was such a dynamic 

guy in  the community,  I don’t  know what  happened 

when i t  came to  my older  s is ters .   My eldest  s is ter  
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lef t  school  when she wel l  she f inished s tandard 

four ,  and she lef t  school  and she lef t  school  the year  

I was born and she cared for  me.   My second s is ter  

lef t  school  when she was in  s tandard eight ,  which 

you know when I think about  i t  now,  I think my 

father  was such a forceful  man,  how the hel l  did he 

al low my grandparents  to  actual ly get  my s is ters  to  

leave school?   But  my brothers  are al l  graduates .  

MN: And those two behind you?  

JJR:  My older  s is ter  the one just  before me is  -  wel l  she 

went  r ight  up to  matr ic  and she went  to  -  she did a 

bi t  of  ter t iary educat ion.   And wel l  as  soon as  she 

married,  she just  gave up working she was a 

hairdresser ,  but  she gave up working because she 

married into a  large family and she s tayed at  home 

had her  chi ldren.   But  she is  very happy with that .   

But  she also became very involved in  the community 

during the ant i -elect ion I’m talking about  Tricam 

elect ion and LAC elect ion,  SAIC elect ion.   She was 

very act ive in  the ant i -elect ion campaigns,  that’s  

Shaks.   But  she also got  involved in  rel igious 

organisat ions  and recent ly she was ordained at  the 

APS Hal l ,  the temple to  do a Hawan,  so she is  very 

rel igiously incl ined.   My brothers  were very,  very 

act ive;  al l  act ive pol i t ical ly and social ly in  the 
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community.   My eldest  brother’s  responsible for  

wri t ing that  l i t t le  brochure you have there,  and at  

the moment  he’s  wri t ing the his tory of  Merebank.   I 

think he’s  looking at  the t imespan -  early twent ies  

r ight  up to  the format ion of  the advice centre in  

Merebank.   I think that’s  the period he’s  looking at .  

 But  he is  adding on family his tory into this  

documentat ion as  wel l .  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  this  family publ icat ion,  this  

Juggernath Family?  

JJR:  Okay,  i t  began in  the early sevent ies ,  my Dad 

ret i red and wel l  my eldest  brother ,  Sanj i th  gave him 

a jot ter  and said:  “Right ,  s tar t  wri t ing,  jus t  wri te  

everything you remember.   And Dad s tar ted wri t ing,  

and whi le he wrote in  this  jot ter  my brother ,  Sanj i th  

edi ted a bi t  and then my father  t ranscribed i t  in to  a  

book that  he had bound by you know -  he bound 

because he was a printer ,  wi th his  s ignature on the 

top,  which is  real ly a  beaut i ful  book.  I wish I had 

brought  i t  here,  you could have loaned i t .   And what  

happened was the original  was borrowed by a 

woman who came up to  Spider  and said that  you 

know I’m doing my masters  degree,  I’ l l  borrow i t ,  

I’ l l  use i t  and I wi l l  give i t  back to  you.   So Spider  

says ,  ‘go and ask my father . ’   She went  up to  my 
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father ,  and my Dad thought  that  Spider  knows her  

very wel l  and he gave her  this  book and she didn’t  

return i t  -  so  very,  very,  very valuable,  and the 

original  work of  my father  is  los t .  This  woman just  

didn’t  come up with i t .   But  the only thing we know 

is  her  name,  and we put  in  ads  in  The Post  in  The 

Dai ly News you know "please return this ,  i t  belongs 

to  the family."  And she just  didn’t .  

MN: Talking about  this  publ icat ion?  

JJR:  Okay once my Dad died my brother  got  info from 

this  book that  I spoke about  and he began wri t ing.   

He used this  old typewri ter ,  which he s t i l l  uses  

today,  and he typed i t  as  much as  we get t ing to  use I 

mean t ry to  get  him to use the computer ,  no he does  

i t  on the typewri ter .  And he got  together  informa-

t ion.  

MN: Can we pause please?  

JJR:  Okay.  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

MN: Welcome back,  Janey.   You were tel l ing us  about  

the family,  the family publ icat ion.  

J JR:  Okay,  i f  you know my eldest  brother  put  i t  together ,  

there is  a  l i t t le  -  wel l  he dedicated this  book to  the 

future generat ions  of  the Juggernaths .   But  he 
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begins  with Dhani  who is  my great-grandfather ,  he 

came from India.   So he begins  the l i fe  s tory of  

Dhani  and Sundri ,  who he married.   And then he 

goes  from there to  their  chi ldren.   And then he 

wri tes  about  l i fe  of  Juggernath,  the eldest  son of  

Dhani  and Sundri  and my grandfather  and their  l i fe .  

 And then my Dad,  who is  the eldest  son of  

Juggernath,  and he talks  about  my Dad and my 

Mum's  l i fe .   But  also in  the t radi t ion of  my father ,  

my brother  doesn’t  spend a lot  of  t ime talking about  

my mother ,  but  which we’ve changed in  the 

publ icat ion that’s  coming out .   

MN: The coming publ icat ion?  

JJR:  Yes,  because I ins is ted that  my brother  wri te  her  

l i fe  s tory because she has  a  s tory as  wel l .  So I did 

most  of  that .  And then he goes  onto the 

 organisat ions  that  my Dad was involved with 

in  l ike Merebank Indian Rate Payers  Associat ion,  

the Co-ordinat ing Commit tee,  which I spoke about ,  

the Merebank Rate Payers  Associat ion.   And then he 

 talks  about  l i t t le  incidents  that  these 

organisat ions  had with the ci ty counci l ,  l ike i t ’s  

 f ight  against  the Southern Freeway cut t ing 

across   the community and actual ly breaking up 

the  community.   You wil l  f ind that  Merebank is  
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made up of  three different  sect ions ,  al though i t  i s  

Merebank,  and the Freeway cuts  across  and al ienates  

the navy area in  Merebank.   So there was a f ight  

about  you know, that  and then against  Mondi  Paper  

Mil l  bui lding a plant  there and using coal  as  i t s  fuel  

resource.   Then the Mobil  Oi l  Refinery,  the f ight  

against  Mobi l  Oi l  Refinery,  and then of  course 

Merebank’s  Subbha,  which is  the rel igious 

organisat ion.  Then he goes  on to  the Merebank 

Indian Associat ion who is  responsible for  bui lding 

these three schools  in  Merebank.   And there are 

valuable pictures  here,  which I think the 

Documentat ion Centre wi l l  real ly l ike to  have,  

which are in  the possession of  Sanj i th .   And then I 

think a large part  of  this  book was my father’s  

memoriam.  My Mum and Dad died within s ix  weeks 

of  each other .   My Mum died of  cancer  and then my 

Dad just  didn’t  want  to  go on,  even af ter  53 years  

 of  marriage people refer  to  them as  Bi l ly and 

his  bride.  So a large part  of  this  book is  dedicated 

to  the memoriam and the people who spoke there 

was Ramsamy who was a chairperson of  the 

Ratepayers ;  and then Mewa Ramgobin,  the NIC 

member,  execut ive member;  and then Poobie 

Naicker  from the community centre in  Merebank;  
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then Mr Harris  who was from the Subbaha;  al l  these 

organisat ions  Dad belonged to;  they had speakers  on 

that  day.   And what  came out  here was not  only 

Dad’s  contr ibut ion to  these organisat ions  but  the 

work of  these organisat ions .   And I think that’s  

what  made Sanj i th  actual ly include al l  this  here.   So 

a person reading this  wi l l  not  only know, you know, 

Bi l ly Juggernath did this ,  this  and this  but  what  

these organisat ions  were al l  about .   And I think that  

was invaluable in  this  respect .   And then of  course,  

the others  are RG Pi l lay who was on the 

Coordinat ing Counci l ;  and then Siva Chet ty 

 f rom the ANC; and then of  course let ters  of  

condolences  from different  people;  Dianne Scot t  i s  

one of  them.  And then the las t  part ,  which I don’t  

l ike,  i s  a  l i t t le  s tory about  each one of  my Dad’s  

chi ldren.   And then he highl ights  their  t r ips  

overseas ,  their  educat ion,  what  their  chi ldren are 

doing.   And I fel t  i t  was a bi t  of  -  what  I didn’t  l ike 

about  i t  was I fel t  in  a  way of  blowing a bi t  of  

t rumpet  here.   But  I think i t  needed to  be wri t ten,  

and then this  picture of  my Dad and Mum very late  

in  l i fe .   Now the reason we put  this  picture here was 

for  the past  twenty-f ive years  on the 2nd of  January 

my ent i re  family goes  on a picnic.   From my Dad 
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r ight  up to  the las t  grandchi ld  or  now i ts   great-

grandchi ldren.   A t radi t ion,  which carr ied on in  

spi te  of  my Mum and Dad not  being here,  we s t i l l  go 

out  to  a  park on the 2nd of  January.  Everyone takes  

the day off  and we spend the ent i re  day  together .    

MN: Any s ignif icant  thing about  the 2nd?  

JJR:  No.  It  used to  be a hol iday,  but  now what’s  

happening is  s ince wel l  at  that  t ime we were al l  a  

family of  teachers  and s tudents  so 2nd was not  a  

problem.  But  now with al l  my nieces  and nephews 

being you know, I mean doing other  jobs  apart  f rom 

teaching i t  i s  problemat ic.   So I think from this  year  

we are going to  use the f i rs t  Saturday in  January 

when everyone can be there.  

MN: The publ icat ion,  was i t  meant  for  family members  to  

know their  his tory or  is  i t?  

J JR:  Absolutely.  

MN: Oh,  i t ’s  not  avai lable…? 

JJR:  Well  look we printed 200 copies  and the immediate 

family had copies ,  but  the object ive was to  tel l  my 

grandchi ldren you know, this  is  what  your parents  

and grandparents  were al l  about ,  to  know their  

family t ree.   But  once i t  was publ ished,  the broader  

family showed so much of  interest  in  i t  that  we just  

gave i t  to  them.  And then we found that  other  
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individuals ,  f r iends and schools  and that  kind of  

thing showed interest  in  i t .   Recent ly I got  a  phone 

cal l  f rom Set t lers  Primary School  they wanted to  

know the his tory of  Set t lers  School .   So I told them 

okay,  I have a book and I jus t  dropped off  a  book 

there and they got  al l  the informat ion from right  

here.    

MN: Okay,  that  i s  one thing that  you also ment ioned 

 whi le  we were talking to  you earl ier  on,  you 

 ment ioned the s ignif icance of  Duranta Road,  tel l  us  

 about  i t .  

J JR:  Okay Duranta Road was I say the family home from 

the t ime they moved to  Merebank.   Dhani  bui l t  that  

house and as  I said he planted these t rees   there.  It  

was a family home and I think -  i t  has  lots  of  

beaut i ful  memories  for  everyone in  al l  three 

famil ies ,  the Dhani  family,  that’s  the Juggernaths;  

Bai jnaths;  and the Ramcharans.   Apart  from the 

sons '  chi ldren the daughters '  chi ldren  would 

come there for  hol idays and then you must  

remember now al though they were just  these three 

males  who were l iving there.   But  their  wives  

famil ies  came in  and as  their  sons and daughters  

grew up i t  was their  in- laws,  so i t  became a place 

 where lots  of  famil ies  got  together  especial ly 
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during December and January.   You got  people from 

al l  the daughters- in-laws famil ies  and the sons-in-

laws famil ies  coming there you know and i t  was 

obviously a very happy ful l  home.   What  I remember 

about  Duranta Road -  I spent  very l i t t le  t ime there -  

but  what  I do remember is  lots  of  people,  lots  of  

t rees  and spending a lot  of  t ime in  that  orchard in  

the backyard breaking pears ,  breaking guavas,  

mangoes and then Saturday morning breakfast ,  we 

wil l  s i t  a t  a  f i re  near  a  f ishpond.   And my Mum wil l  

make hot  rot ies  and curry and she wil l  serve us  

outs ide on this  l i t t le  bench that  we had.   One 

fr ightening thing about  Duranta Road for  me was 

the day that  our  house was raided by the SB’s .    I 

can hazard a guess  as  to   the year  I think i t  was 

1962,  beginning of  1962 before we moved from 

there,  SB’s  came to  raid  our  house.   But  fortunately 

we had a -  Mr Ramsunder’s  house was raided before 

ours  was,  and he sent  someone through the back 

door to  warn my Dad.   And my Dad took al l  the -  

wel l  we cal led i t  Congress  info,  al l  the informat ion 

that  he had and he buried i t  in  the backyard.   So 

when these guys from the Special  Branch came 

home there was  nothing there.  But  they harassed 

my father  about  half  a  bot t le  of  brandy because 
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Indians  were not  al lowed to  have alcohol ic  drinks  in  

their  home.  And I remember being terr i f ied and I 

ment ioned  that  in  the documentat ion that  I am 

doing.  

MN: Okay now going back to  you;  from high school ,  

 where to?  

JJR:  Springfield Training Col lege,  the worst  years  of  my 

l i fe  real ly,  because apart  f rom training me to  be a 

junior  primary teacher ,  t raining col lege did nothing 

for  me.   Okay,  I made a couple of  fr iends,  but  that  

was i t .  

MN: What  was so horr ible about  i t?  

J JR:  I wasn’t  educated there,  i t  was just  a  t raining place,  

t rained to  be a teacher .   And there was no act ivism,  

no one was pol i t ical ly,  wel l  not  many people were 

pol i t ical ly aware,  in  fact  i t  was so bad that  af ter  I 

think my second year  I s topped talking to  half  the 

s tudents  there.   They went  on what  was cal led a 

gymnist rada;  i t  was a gymnast ics  display held in  

Germany.   And South Africa sent  four  di fferent  

groups a White Group,  an Indian Group,  a  Coloured 

Group and an African Group.   The White Group was 

paid for  ful ly.   Indians ,  Africans  and Coloureds had 

to  get  businesses  to  sponsor them.   And we t r ied to  

show these gir ls  the error  of   actual ly going but  I 
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think the exci tement  of  going  to  Germany was 

too much they actual ly went  there.  And after  a  whi le  

you know you thought  why the hel l  must  we even 

bother  to  speak to  these gir ls .   And I went  through 

one and a half  years  of  my l i fe  not  speaking to  these 

gir ls ,  which was horr ible.   I mean you -  the col lege 

couldn’t  educate them, and there was a Mr Soobiah 

who was in  charge of  educat ion and he was in  

charge of  block teaching and so on.   He cal led me to  

his  off ices  one day and  he says:   "you know I can’t  

fai l  you because you are a  good s tudent  but  I wi l l  

shunt  you when I’m placing you in  a  school ."   And 

he did just  that  in  my f i rs t  year  of  teaching I was 

shunted to  Il lovo  where there was no direct  

t ransport  from Merebank.   So I used to  hi tch;  my 

brother  used to  leave me in  Mobeni ,  I used to  hi tch 

a r ide to  Il lovo and hi tch a r ide back unt i l  I set t led 

there af ter  about  a  month or  so I hi tched for  a  

month.  

MN: What  was the reason?  

JJR:  Because there is  no direct  t ransport .  

MN: I mean what  the reason of  him doing that  to  you?  

JJR:  Oh,  because of  my family pol i t ics .   He knew my 

family wel l  and because he knew that  we were 

involved in  pol i t ics ,  he did that .   And then the 
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second incident  was you know end of  my second 

year  we went  to  schools .  It  was more an observat ion 

and before we went  there we were told:  "look,  you 

don’t  have to  keep record books because you 're  jus t  

going there to  observe."  And I went  to  Nizaam 

Road School  and one day the principal  asked me:   

"aren’t  you keeping any record books?"  And I said:  

"no,  we are here on observat ion.   We are not  

supposed to  -  I mean they didn’t  ask us  to  keep any 

record books."  So he phoned the col lege and the 

next  day Soobiah and a Mrs D Naidoo come there,  

and they cal led me a l iar .   "How can you as  s tudent  

teach without  a  preparat ion book?"  "But  I’m here 

for  observat ion I’m not  here to  teach."  They 

actual ly cal led me a l iar  you know and these are the 

l i t t le  things in  t raining col lege that  real ly gets  to  

you,  you know.  People were so they had so much of  

authori ty and they made you feel  so l i t t le .   It  was a 

terr ible place to  be in .   I th ink i f  i t  was the las t  

ins t i tut ion in  the world I wouldn’t  have sent  my 

chi ldren to  i t  I would have taught  them at  home.    

MN: And you graduated within three years?  

JJR:  Three years ,  yes .   It  was such a Mickey Mouse 

 diploma real ly,  I’m not  proud of  i t  a t  al l .  

MN: Where to  from there?  
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JJR:  From there to  Il lovo Primary I taught  there also a 

very,  very t rying year .   That’s  the year  Steve Biko 

died and I was a great  fan of  Steve’s .   Wel l  what  

was s ignif icant  in  the year  I was -  the Inspectors  

told me what  a  useless  teacher  I was.    

MN: Who?  

JJR:  Mrs Van der  Merwe,  wel l  the incident  goes  l ike 

this ,  I mean I was bat t l ing to  t ravel  to  Il lovo.   And 

then I had appl ied for  a  t ransfer  at  the end of   June.  

 And I thought  af ter  the July hol idays I wi l l  actual ly 

get  a  place nearer  home.   So in  the las t  year  of  

school  the principal ,  Mr VS Pi l lay said:  "Miss  

Juggernath,  I wi l l  give you the honour of  hois t ing 

the f lag."  And I said:  "no." And he says:  "no,  don’t  

be shy." I said:  "no,  I won’t  hois t  that  f lag."  And 

he went  on and on asking me to  hois t  the f lag and I 

said:  "no,  I wi l l  not  go."  And there I am standing 

with al l  these teachers  and some are tel l ing me "go" 

and this  one person I can’t  remember his  name he 

says:   "s tand by your principles ." He kept  

whispering in  my ear .   "Stand by in  what  you 

bel ieve in ."  But  there are others  there who are 

tel l ing me:   "go,  you’l l  get  him angry,  go you’l l  get  

him angry."  But  I jus t  s tood there and I said:   "no,  I 

wi l l  not  do i t !"  
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MN: How old were you?  

JJR:  This  was 1977 – twenty-two.  

MN: Here you are facing the man and what  was his  las t  

react ion,  what  did he do?  

JJR:  I refused to  go and eventual ly he real ised that  I’m 

not  going to  go,  so he cal led somebody else.   And 

when the assembly was over  I went  back to  my class  

and next  thing I get  two prefects  coming in  there,  

you are summoned to  the off ice.   So I go up,  want  to  

go into the off ice,  but  of  course,  I was waylaid by 

the then vice-principal  and he says:   "oh,  the 

principal  i s  too disgusted with you,  he doesn’t  want  

to  see you.  I wi l l  ta lk  to  you."  He was a Mr TL 

Gounden,  who later  on joined the Tricam.  And he 

disgustedly,  l ike you know, I’m an al ien you know, 

"what  do you people think,  you can change this  

country?"  I said:  "no,  I can’t  do i t  on my own but  i t  

wi l l  be i t  wi l l  happen maybe not  in  my l i fet ime,  but  

i t  wi l l  happen.   Because an unreal is t ic  s i tuat ion as  

this  is  not  going to  las t  forever ,  i t ’s  going to  

change."  And he was mean and nasty he made me 

cry;  absolutely,  you know, s toic.   So I told him,  

“you know what ,  I apologise for  insubordinat ion,  

but  I don’t  apologise for  not  hois t ing the f lag."  So 

that  I think that  made him very angry he says:  "just  
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get  out  of  here."  So I said:  "no I’m not  get t ing out  

of  here I’m going to  apologise to  Mr Pi l lay for  not  

l i s tening to  him but  I s t i l l  won’t  apologise for  not  

hois t ing the f lag."  He wouldn’t  let  me to  go into 

the off ice.  I had to  push him aside to  go into the 

off ice.   So when I went  in  there the principal  made 

me s i t  down,  and that’s  when I real ised he knows 

my family.   After  s ix  months  of  teaching there I 

real ised he knows my family.   So I apologised I 

said:  "look i f  you wanted me to  hois t  the f lag you 

should have asked me beforehand so that  s i tuat ion 

wouldn’t  have ar isen.   I could have told you my 

views and you could have decided then."  I said:   

"you took me by surprise and what  you got  you 

deserved."  And then he sat  me down and we chat ted 

for  about  an hour and wel l  he wasn’t  as  mean as  TL 

Gounden,  lets  put  i t  that  way.   But  he never  forgot  

me because I spoke.  I met  him about  a  year  ago and 

he took one look at  me he says:  "Miss  Juggernath,  

you are one person I wi l l  never  forget ."   But  what  

came out  of  that ,  recent ly Spider  went  to  a  funeral  

to  Mobeni  Heights  and someone came up to  him and 

he says ,  “You know Mr Juggernath,  I want  to  shake 

your hand.”  Spider  doesn’t  know this  guy and he 

says:  "yes  okay f ine." He says:   "I jus t  want  to  tel l  
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you I admire you,  I admire your family."  And he 

says:   "your s is ter  refused to  hois t  the f lag in  Il lovo 

and I was a s tudent  there."  And he says:   "that’s  

why I admire your family."   Wel l  some good came 

out  of  i t ,  anyway.   What  happened subsequent ly was 

TL Gounden not i f ied the department  and the Chief  

Inspector  of  junior  primary teaching came to  me.   

She sat  wi th me for  four  hours  and when we went  to  

the off ice for  her  to  give me a rundown there was 

nothing she found r ight .   Everything,  but  

everything,  was wrong.  So when she f inished I 

asked her:   "have you f inished?"   She says:  "I’ve 

qui te  f inished."  So I asked her:   "you know, you sat  

there for  four  hours ,  i s  there nothing posi t ive about  

my teaching?" She says:   "oh,  surpris ingly your 

chi ldren reads very wel l ."   So I said:   "but  you don’t  

ment ion that ."   But  she picked on things l ike my 

charts ,  the space between let ters  you know if  I 

wrote blue the space between b and l .  She spoke 

about  you know, the way I had my classroom 

arranged.   I didn’t  wri te  there that  the syl labus is  

f i led in  my f i le  for  maths .   I d idn’t  wri te  that  in  my 

mark book.   You know l i t t le  pet ty things but  she sat  

there.  

MN: Is  that  Van der  Merwe?  
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JJR:  Van der  Merwe.  

MN: How long did you las t  in  that  school?  

JJR:  One year .   End of  the year  was I was given a 

t ransfer  I went  to  Cavendish Primary,  and I tel l  you 

this  system real ly broke me.   It  real ly,  real ly,  real ly 

broke me,  especial ly the f i rs t  few years  unt i l  the 

Merebank Resolut ion,  where Inspectors  were not  

al lowed in  your classrooms.   The f i rs t  few years  

real ly broke me.   You know Inspectors  wi l l  come 

there and s i t  in  your class  four  hours  at  the end of  

that  they wil l  give you a fai r  assessment .   You 

know, you have been through the mil l ,  you’ve taught  

for  three years ,  I’m mean you have been at  col lege 

for  three years .   You are implement ing what  you 

learnt  but  they wil l  come there with I think three or  

four  pages  of  suggest ions  "do this ,  this  and this ."   

At  the end of  i t  they wil l  give you a fai r  assessment  

they are there for  one day for  that  four  hours  and 

they are ready to  judge you.   Eventual ly we began 

cal l ing Inspectors  of  schools  My Fair  Ladies .   You 

know they would walk in  to  your classroom they 

wil l  jus t  shake their  head.   And they wil l  s i t  there.   

"Mrs Ramkissoon I want  this ,  this ,  this ,  this  book." 

 At  one t ime,  we were keeping 23 record books.   

And they want  the 23 on the table.   It  was real ly,  
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real ly,  horr ible you know; i t  was just  terr ible;  

teaching was just  terr ible.   And then the meri t  

system came up you know, i f  you are a  pal  of  the 

principal  you are a  pal  of  the Inspector ,  I think i f  

you carry her  bag to  her  car  and that  kind of  thing,  

you get  your three meri t  notches .   And then 

promotion was also very much given to  pals ;  i f  you 

are Rajbansi 's  pal ;  or  AK Pi l lay’s  pal ;  or  the 

Inspectors  pal  you just  got  promotion.   And of  

course,  we never  got  promotion.   The worst  years  of  

my l i fe  was when I did my remedial  educat ion.   

When I went  to  Set t lers  School  i t  wasn’t  too bad we 

had a principal  who was fai r  very -  I mean he was a 

 Musl im guy,  so you know he favoured Musl im 

 teachers .   You could see that ,  i t  was glar ing.   

But   he wasn’t  unfair  to  us  you know l ike for  

ins tance i f  you put  up a new chart  he wil l  come to  

you and  say:   "you know, Mrs Ramkissoon i t ’s  a  

beaut i ful  chart  you have there,  i s  i t  new?"  You 

know that  kind of  thing.   And he was not  unfair  to  

us .   So my l i fe  there was f ine and I think the biggest  

career  mistake of  my l i fe  was doing remedial  

educat ion  and moving to  a  school  cal led St  

Mary’s .   I spent   three horr i f ic  years  there and I 

think that  contr ibuted most  to  my eventual  medical  
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boarding.   I went  there total ly unwanted;  principal  

was Mr Raiman.  I walked into the school  he says:  

"there is  no place for  you to  do remedial  teaching 

here.  I wasn’t  not i f ied by the department ."  So I say:  

  "okay,  so do I go back to  my old school?"  He 

says:    "okay I’ l l  phone."  He phones there.   The 

principal   says  he has  got  a  let ter  to  say I’m 

t ransferred.   So he gives  me a class  1  class ,  now 

this  principal  didn’t  l ike me because he was playing 

racis t .   His   school  was involved in  playing mini-

cr icket ;  Bakers  mini-cr icket  which was a very 

racis t  league.  And my brothers  who were involved 

in  sports  in  Merebank were inst rumental  in  get t ing 

him kicked out  of  the Merebank league Merebank/  

Wentworth  league to  play every other  code of  sport .  

But  he s t i l l  chose to  play Bakers  mini-cr icket  at  the 

expense of  footbal l ,  netbal l ,  vol leybal l ,  a thlet ics .   

So the school  wasn’t  taking part  in  any of  those 

other  codes  with the Merebank zone but  he played 

Bakers  mini-cr icket .   And he didn’t  even want  to  

 apologise and say:   "you know what  I am 

leaving this  cr icket  and I want  to  join your. . ." .   No 

he just  s tuck to  his  guns.   So when I went  there 

immediately I was branded as  a  Juggernath you 

 know.  So he gave me hel l  and I needed to  do 



 44 

ten weeks of  pracs  in  remedial  educat ion to  get  my 

 diploma.   I was real ly,  real ly you know -  I jus t  

didn’t  know what  to  do.   So eventual ly I was so 

frust rated at ,  a lmost  the end of  the f i rs t  term I went  

home to  my Dad.   It  was the f i rs t  t ime in  my 

ent i re  l i fe  I went  home crying to  my Dad.   So he 

wanted to   know:  "do you want  me to  do 

something?  I can do  something." And very 

reluctant ly I told him:    "okay,  see what  you can 

do."  So he phoned an Inspector  that  he knew. I 

hated that  you know. I up t i l l  now,  I jus t  feel  you 

know i t  was one of  the worst   t imes of  my l i fe .   So 

eventual ly he phoned this  Inspector  and the next  day 

my principal  gets  a  phone cal l  and wel l  actual ly not  

the next  day,  my father  is  holding the phone and 

this  Inspector  is  talking to  Raiman and my father  

could hear  the conversat ion you know.  "Please give 

her  that  remedial  post  I’m authoris ing i t ."   And very 

reluctant ly he gave me that  post .   But  the ent i re  

t ime he had people spying on me so every l i t t le  

thing I did. . .   

MN:  Was noted.  

J JR:  . . .  was noted.   He had two teachers  in  part icular ,  

two women on the s taff  who would report  to  him 

every s ingle thing I did.   When he went  we got  a  
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Mrs Budhoo who cont inued in  the same vein.   And I 

was going through a bad patch at  that  t ime because 

my mother  had cancer ,  we just  found out  she had 

cancer .   I was t rying to  work through that ,  I had just  

had a major  operat ion,  and I’m get t ing al l  this .   

Eventual ly,  in  the thi rd year  of  my s tay there,  no the 

fourth year ,  they take away my room, my classroom. 

And they wanted me to  move from this  room to that  

room and I told the principal :  "look,  you can’t  do 

remedial  teaching that  way,  you need a room where 

i t 's  s table,  i t s  conducive to  teaching chi ldren with 

remedial  problems" and that  kind of  thing.   So she 

says:   "i f  you don’t  l ike i t ,  apply for  a  t ransfer ."   So 

I did that  and then I went  for  one month to  Al ipur  

Road School  and then I went  for  another  s ix  months  

to  Falcon Park in  Chatsworth.    

MN: What  years  were those?  

JJR:  1987/88/89/90,  those four  years .   Then in  1991 I 

went  back to  Set t lers  School .   But  in  those days the 

las t  teacher  in ,  no mat ter  your what  your experience 

years  of  experience was,  i f  you are there  physical ly 

las t ,  you had to  leave f i rs t ,  i f  there was i f  you were 

overs taffed.   So every year ,  beginning of   the year  

I’m redundant  so for  the f i rs t  three of  four  weeks 

I’m si t t ing without  a  classroom, so that  uncertainty,  
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and then of  course Rajbansi  s tar ts  his  nonsense with 

me you know.  Well ,  I was going through a bad 

patch,  Spider  my brother  was f i red.   Spider’s  wife 

was being pushed from school  to  school ,  as  wel l .   

And they t r ied this  wi th me as  wel l .   So one year  I 

was f ine in  my grade one class  and they closed 

down,  no they took away the qual i f ied teachers  from 

grade zero.  So three teachers  needed to  be 

redeployed.   One teacher  was  f ine she got  a  place in  

a  grade one;  the second one went  to  a  school  in  

Clai rwood;  the thi rd one was also t ransferred to  

Clai rwood.   So she was teaching there for  s ix teen 

years  at  that  t ime,  so she had to  move.   She was she 

moved on Thursday on Friday I get  a  let ter  to  say 

that  I must  move in  her  place and she’s  coming to  

take my place.   So I thought  i t  odd  that  how can the 

department  reply so soon.   Then I found out  i t  was 

Mr Raiman,  the brother  of  the Raiman who gave me 

al l  those problems,  he authorised my t ransfer .   So 

Monday morning I was  to  report  at  Clai rwood and 

the teacher  who went  to  Clai rwood was going to  

take my place.   So at  the end of  the day I was l ike 

res igned to  i t  I said:   "you know, what  this  is  my lot  

unt i l  th is  country changes this  is  going to  be the lot  

of  act ivis ts ."   By then I was real ly involved anyway 
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and that  af ternoon my principal  cal led me he says:  

"do you want  to  go?" I said:  "no,  this  is  so 

convenient ,  i t 's  near  home,  I work in  Merebank in  

the community and I l ive here."  He says:   "wel l  you 

are not  going,” he says ,  “you come back here on 

Monday."  That’s  when the bat t le  s tar ted between 

the department  and I.   Eventual ly SADTU got  

involved and I demanded an interview with the 

department .   They wouldn’t  give me an interview 

and three members  from the department  came up to  

me and they gave i t  to  me in  wri t ing:   "you are to  

move now" no more to  Clai rwood now, I must  move 

to  Gokul  School  in  Is ipingo.   And I had to  move on 

Monday so I said:   "okay I wi l l  move because I’m 

forced to ,  but  I s t i l l  want  an interview with the 

department ."  They wouldn’t  give i t  to  me,  that’s  

when SADTU phoned the department  and said:   "this  

teacher  is  coming to  see you on Monday."  So I got  

an interview at  ten o’clock and I went  there and I 

you know I laid  my cards  on the table.   And told 

them:  "look i t 's  jus t  unfair  for  them to move me 

because look i t 's  not  done by the department ,  i t 's  

not  done by my Inspector ,  i t 's  one individual  who is  

asking for  this  t ransfer ."   And he said:  "because he 

is  a  Musl im and this  teacher  is  a  Musl im is  that  the 
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reason you  are doing i t?"  And I said:  "SADTU is  

prepared to  take this  to  court ."   And I told them: 

"there is  a   SADTU organiser  downstai rs ."  Moe 

Shaik was downstai rs  at  that  t ime,  and he said he is  

prepared to  come in  any t ime and f ight  this  to  the 

hi l t .   And I said:  "I’m prepared to  s i t  even at  the 

r isk of  being f i red unt i l  I’m given a reason why I’m 

being moved."  So they told me:   "okay,  go back to  

Set t lers  and we wil l  sort  i t  out ."   So I went  back to  

Set t lers  next  morning and then I got  a  let ter  to  say 

that  I s tay and this  teacher  had to  go.   But  i t  was 

very,  very,  very t raumatic but  I got  let ters  you know 

from parents ,  f rom my s taff  supported me,  let ters  to  

say that  I shouldn’t  be moved and you know there is  

no reason to  move me and parents  real ly supported 

me.  

MN: Tel l  me about  your pol i t ics ,  your pol i t ical  home,  

were you pol i t ical ly aff i l iated by the -  because 

during your s tudent  days you said you were not .   

But  now as  a  teacher  were you pol i t ical  aff i l iated?  

JJR:  NIC,  defini tely NIC.  

MN: Were you -  what  port fol io  did you occupy or  were 

you just  a  member?  

JJR:  No,  you see I didn’t  get  involved at  -  I think the 

f i rs t  t ime I real ly got  involved at  an execut ive level  
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was at  SADTU level .   Prior  to  that ,  I was just  a  

member of  al l  these organizat ions ,  MRA the NIC 

and community centre and so on.  

MN: Do you s t i l l  remember the year  you joined the NIC?  

JJR:  You know, I can’t  pinpoint  the year  because just  

gradual ly we began working with organisat ions  you 

know.  There was work to  be done so we just  got  

involved in  the work and that  kind of  thing.   I can 

tel l  you maybe at  one t ime,  I was a member of  

SASO because we did work under the banner of  

 SASO under the banner of  BC,   but  I can’t  say 

look,  I formal ly joined I am a card carrying member 

of  SASO.  Or I am a card-carrying member of  NIC.   

The only t ime I formal ly joined an organisat ion was 

in  1992 when we got  ANC cards  and subsequent ly I 

joined the SACP when I got  a  SACP card.    

MN: I was going to  ask you because you had earl ier  on 

indicated that  your phi losophy was communism.   

J JR:  Yes.  

MN: You joined the SACP.  Now, considering your 

family background that  you 've always been involved 

I mean in  community work or  whatever .  And you 

have worked subsequent  to  your harassment  at  al l  

these schools  because of  your family connect ions .   

Has i t  ever  got  you into t rouble with off icials  
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because you ment ioned that  the SB once raided your 

home?  

JJR:  The SB’s  raided our home on a number of  

occasions,  r ight .   More because of  Spider  and my 

father  than me,  because as  I said women were not  

involved in  the s t ruggle,  ini t ial ly.   And I think they 

always looked for  more high-profi le  people we were 

just  grass  roots  act ivis ts .  Just  busy with the work 

that  needed to  be done,  you know.  And SB’s  raided 

our house on a number of  occasions.   There is  one 

incident  that  s tands out .   The SB’s  came home and 

then Spider’s  wardrobe was upstai rs  and we had a 

room in the cel lar .  The cel lar  was converted into 

l ike a  place where we hung out ,  you know.  People 

used to  just  come there al l  the t ime,  the door was 

always open and anyone who wanted to  come there 

would just  come there and hang out .   The music was 

there;  books were there.   We had,  Spider  eventual ly 

had a beaut i ful  col lect ion of  books.   And one day 

the SB’s  came home and they wanted to  search the 

house so we sent  them to Spider’s  room upstai rs .   

They said,  "no,  no,  no,  no we want  to  see the 

cel lar ."   But  what  happened before that  was i t  

rained heavi ly and the door,  somebody lef t  the door 

wide open and the room got  f looded.   So we mopped 
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up the place,  Spider  and I did that  and then we l i t  

you know, incense.   So these big tal l  huge Afrikaner  

guys come in there and they s tar t  searching.   Before 

they could come to the sect ion where Spider  had a 

whole lot  of  real ly incriminat ing documents  l ike 

educat ion in  China,  and books on Russia,  and that  

kind of  thing.   Before they could come there,  I think 

they got ,  they couldn’t  breathe for  that  incense.   

And they said:   "okay we’l l  come back."  [ laughs]  

And then of  course,  we had enough t ime to  get  r id  

of  that ,  when they came back they found nothing.   

But  Spider  was taken in ,  he served 40 days in  

sol i tary confinement ,  later  on.   I think he wil l  be 

able to  tel l  you more about  that  on Thursday.  

MN: But  the old man never ,  was never…? 

JJR:  Well ,  he was saved from that  180 days because of  

Mr Ramsundar,  i f  Mr Ramsundar hadn’t  sent  a  

message via the back door,  my Dad would have had 

to  serve 180 days.    

MN: Did he get  the confinement ,  I mean the person who 

 warned him?  

JJR:  Yes,  yes  himself ,  Mr Archie Pi l lay.  

MN: You also ment ioned that  you were at  odds with 

 Rajbansi ,  i s  i t  the Bengal  Tiger?  

JJR:  Yes.  
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MN: Oh,  okay.  

J JR:  Yes we belonged to  two different  camps,  defini tely.  

MN: So you always had your,  the family.  Now you also 

ment ioned something that  the -  you had a problem 

with the Black Consciousness  why?  

JJR:  Well  look let  me get  this  s t raight .  Black Con-

sciousness ,  the Movement  in  the s ix t ies  real ly,  and 

early sevent ies  real ly got  us  thinking pol i t ical ly,  i t  

defini tely had a place.   It  got  us  thinking,  our  

informat ion was got  from there via a  person cal led 

Mervyn Peters ,  Bapt is t  and Myron.   And you know, 

we real ly got  a  lot  of  informat ion and I think the 

interest ,  we were interested enough to  go and spend 

a lot  of  t ime in  Allan Taylor  Residence.   We used to  

go there,  any lecture,  anything that  was happening 

there,  we just  went .   I was fortunate enough to  

l is ten to  Steve Biko there,  and we were influenced a 

lot  by Black Consciousness .   I th ink i t  was the 

organisat ion that  real ly showed us  that  there is  

something wrong.   And there need to  be change.   It  

inf luenced to  me in  my dress ,  the way I dressed,  I 

began dress ing up in  Indian clothes  you know, l ike 

kurtas  and wrap-over  Indian print  skir ts  and 

champals ,  ins tead of  shoes  and European made 

sandals  and that  kind of  thing.   I actual ly grew my 
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hair  and plai ted i t  a t  that  t ime.   Now this  was al l  the 

inf luence of  SASO and the BC Movement .   But  this  

whole ideology of  jus t  Black Consciousness  you 

know, al though i t  was very,  very clear  by Black 

SASO meant  Africans ,  Indians  and Coloureds.   But  I 

don’t  think I could handle the fact  that  Whites  were 

marginal ised.   So I had to  make a choice,  i t  was NIC 

or  SASO -  BC.   And I think that  was one of  the 

factors  that  made me choose NIC.  

MN: Is  that  the reason why you didn’t  join because 

Whites  were you say…? 

JJR:  Yes,  yes  as  I said earl ier  on,  I bel ieve f i rmly that  

South Africa belonged to  al l  those who l ived in  i t ,  

which is  one of  the clauses  in  the Freedom Charter .  

MN: Are the -  NIC didn’t  i t  exclude the Whites ,  as  wel l?  

JJR:  Well  look,  at  that  t ime the NIC was just  a  body 

because I mean,  i t  was just  a  body that  helped us  to  

move forward.   The ANC was banned,  remember.  

MN: The reason why I was asking you i t  was because I 

 heard that  you said you had a problem with the 

 BCM but  then you also said -  [ interrupt ion]  

JJR:  Not  wi th the BCM, per  se.  

MN: The phi losophy thereof?  

JJR:  Yes.  
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MN: But  you also ment ioned that  you i f  Steve Biko 

 inf luenced you a great  deal?  

JJR:  Yes.   Absolutely,  absolutely I mean i t  awakened a 

lot  in  me.   It  defini tely awakened a lot  in  me in  

terms of  get t ing me involved,  in  get t ing me -  i t  was 

l ike the push I needed.   It  gave me that  push I 

needed,  you know.  Actual ly I remember my physics  

teacher  in  my matr ic  year  saying to  s tudents  you 

know, "Janey belongs to  the BC/SASO Movement  

and she didn’t  s tay away on one day you know and 

you did."  People saw us  as  BC/SASO at  that  t ime 

because we had no pol i t ical  home.    

MN: Who are you,  and how were you affected by this ,  

Steve Biko’s  death?  

JJR:  Very,  very,  very affected.   That’s  the t ime that  year  

I was in  Il lovo and I used to  buy The Mercury every 

morning,  and read what’s  going on.   The inquest ,  

h is  death real ly affected me and i t  s t i l l  does  in  fact  

when I did post-grad s tudies  my his tory project  was 

on SASO/BC. 

MN: And I mean can you take us  year  by year  you’ve 

went  from school  to  school  what  was the year  when 

you f inal ly got  set t led out ,  I mean out  of  being 

harassed?  

JJR:  I think 1994.  
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MN: So 1994.  

J JR:  1993,  1994.  

MN: So can we pause please?    

J JR:  Okay.  

END OF TAPE 

RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A 

MN: Thank you.   Welcome back Janey.   Shal l  we s tar t   
 again?   Janey,  af ter  you’ve also,  I unders tand that  

you’ve also done a degree,  you s tudied at  Varsi ty 

can you tel l  us  about  that?  

JJR:  I did BA degree through UNISA, majored in  History 

 and Sociology.  

MN: When was i t?  

J JR:  I began in  1970 but  I s topped for  a  whi le  to  do 

remedial  educat ion at  UDW, and went  on to  

complete af ter  that .   The degree took me long 

because of  a  number of  reasons.   Apart  from 

working,  I was a wife and mother .   And because my 

husband was also involved in ,  wel l ,  as  an act ivis t ,    

 I found that  more and more t ime was spent  wi th the 

chi ldren and cooking and school  work and I was 

having problems at  school  al l  a long.   So the degree 

took me qui te  a  long t ime to  do,  in  fact  there was a 

t ime that  I jus t  gave i t  up for  about  f ive years ,  I jus t  

gave i t  up.   But  I eventual ly completed i t  in  1990 
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and went  on to  do BEd degree in  Adul t  Educat ion 

and History again.    

MN: So you completed i t  in  1990,  when did you complete 

i t?  

J JR:  I think i t  was 1990.  

MN: When you completed your degree.  

J JR:  It  took me a long,  long,  long t ime.  

MN: It  i s .  You did i t  in  1970 and you also went  on to  do 

I mean during you s topped there a  whi le,  and 

concentrated on your family.    

J JR:  Sorry did I say 1970,  actual ly in  1980.  

MN: 1980.  

J JR:  Sorry 1980.    No 1970,  I was s t i l l  a t  school  –  1980,  

 sorry.  

MN: Were you doing anything besides  your family when 

 you s tal led,  I mean when you s topped doing your 

 degree,  what  else were you involved in  during the 

 period?  

JJR:  Okay apart  f rom me being involved in  the Rate 

Payers  that  i s  MRA, we were involved in  lots  of  

other  act ivi t ies  at  that  t ime,  we were involved in  

netbal l ,  we had a netbal l  organisat ion,  we ran a 

league.   And I was secretary of  the commit tee there.  

 And we were involved in  women’s   organisat ion 

cal led Merewent  Women’s   Organisat ion.  The 
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whole object ive of  the  organisat ion was to  actual ly 

get  women thinking  about  their  role,  not  only in  

the s t ruggle,  their  role  at  home you know -  they 

were oppressed.   Well  you  know the saying goes  

women are doubly oppressed  you know by the 

system, as  wel l  as  the fact  that   they are women.  

 So we t r ied to  form an  organisat ion to  actual ly get  

people,  get  women conscient ised and in  order  to  do 

that  we had a lot   of  act ivi t ies .   And as  I said earl ier  

on there were not  many women involved in  act ive 

work in  Merebank in  terms of  community and 

pol i t ics .   Rel igious organisat ions  yes .   But  when i t  

came to  social  work and that  kind of  thing we had 

very few women.   So we began working on act ivi t ies  

in  Merebank one of  them was the Netbal l  

Associat ion.  We used to  have Road Groups and then 

we worked  in  Mini town because that  i s  where the 

Rate Payers  had a f inger  you know wel l  we had a lot  

of  inf luence there.   People began to  t rust  us  so we 

got  the women from Mini town involved and we 

s tar ted off  ki tchen gardens you know, l i t t le ,  the 

l i t t le  land in  front  of  these one or  two-bedroom 

houses .   We planted things l ike dhania (coriander) ,  

puthina (mint)  and thyme and l i t t le  things but  we 

spoke to  them about  gardening and then of  course 
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we spoke to  them about  the way they were oppressed 

you know.  And we had -  every year  we had a spring 

walk around September,  about  this  t ime of  the year .  

 Again the object ive was get  to  women out  of  their  

houses  and  we walked about  three ki lometres  in  

Merebank and that  was phenomenal  because we used 

to  get  women from al l  walks  of  l i fe  al l  ages .   We 

had Mrs Marie and Bobby Marie 's  mother  who’s  

real ly old,  she used to  part icipate;  and then Viv 

Pi l lay,  Ivan Pi l lay’s  mother;  Mrs Kistnasamy;  

people l ike that .   Coastal ’s  mother ,  old you know, 

real ly old women who actual ly walked.   We’l l  tel l  

them no don’t  walk you just  be with us .  No,  no,  no 

 they want  to  walk.   And young s tudents ,  

pupi ls ,  we  res t r icted to  s ix teen and over  but  we got  

16-  year-olds  walking as  wel l .  And eventual ly this  

thing became an annual  affai r  and by the end of  i t  

by the t ime the women’s  group disbanded,  we found 

that  we had women from Wentworth joining us  as  

wel l ,  so  i t  was very good.   We also had an annual  

jumble sale again to  get  women out .   We went  to  

shops and factories  got  jumble peoples  old clothes  

and we just  had a jumble sale and then we genera-

ted funds to  actual ly run the women’s  organisat ion.  

 Then we aff i l iated to  NOW, that’s  Natal  
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Organisat ion of  Women and of  course we celebra-

ted August  9th with NOW as wel l  as  in  Merebank.  

MN: Janey wil l  I be mistaken i f  I cal l  you a feminis t  or  

an act ivis t  of  women’s  causes?  

JJR:  Yes.  

MN: Judging by -?  .  

J JR:  No,  you won’t  be wrong.  

MN: Because I when I looking into your his tory I can 

 see that  you are always bring up the women issues .  

J JR:  Yes,  yes .  

MN: You also forgot  to  ment ion an important  part  of  

 your l i fe  when did you get  married?  

JJR:  Okay I got  married in  1977 and in  1980 I had my 

f i rs t  chi ld ,  in  1984 the second but  I los t  two in  

between I los t  one in  1979 and one 1981.  

MN: You are married to?  

JJR:  I’m married to  Ish Ramkissoon who is  my cousin,  so 

there was a problem marrying him.  

MN: From? 

JJR:  Well  he l ived in  Isnembe,  jus t  out  of  Tongaat  for  

the f i rs t  s ix teen years  of  his  l i fe  then he l ived with 

us  for  two years  in  my home that’s  when we s tar ted 

going out .   And thereafter  he l ived at  res idence at  

UDW and then he always worked out  so he never  

went  back to  Isnembe for  long periods af ter  that .   



 60 

So once he lef t  he had lef t .   But  he got  involved 

even in  high school ,  he was in  Merebank High with 

us  so he got  involved in  -  he and Spider  are very,  

very close.   They are very close fr iends.   So he got  

involved at  the same t ime.  

MN: Was i t  the family who objected?  

JJR:  Yes both our famil ies  because Hindus don’t  marry 

 cousins ,  even thi rd cousins  or  fourth cousins  they 

 don’t  marry.    

MN: Your chi ldren’s  names?  

JJR:  My older  daughter  is  Yuri  wi th a  Y and my younger 

daughter  is  Niki ta .   

MN: Now can we go to  the period when -  you told us  

 about  the period when you s tar ted your educat ion 

 and you f inished your degree in  1990 wasn’t  i t?   

 Now tel l  us  what  was your opinion or  let  me s tar t  

 by saying in  1990 by the t ime you completed your 

 degree were you pol i t ical ly aff i l iated?   That  is  as  a  

 card-carrying member or  otherwise where you have 

 a  pol i t ical  home?  

JJR:  No I think the year  yes  by then you know the UDF 

 was around and I wasn’t  real ly a  -  as  I said earl ier  

 wasn’t  a  card-carrying member unt i l  I joined ANC 

 formal ly.   And that  was just  before we began 

 forming branches in  al l  the different  regions.  
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MN: Yet  some people say that  you in  a  pol i t ical  organi-

sat ion there are card-carrying members  who take 

cards  and put  i t  in  their  drawers .   There are those 

who carry the organisat ion in  their  heart  and some 

people say those are the most  important  ones  who 

carry the organisat ion with their  heart .   Now what  I 

want  to  know -  [ interrupt ion]  

JJR:  I think I was more the lat ter .  

MN: What  I want  to  know is  you’ve always you’ve 

considered yourself  a  UDF member in  your heart?  

JJR:  Yes,  yes .  

MN: Your,  any act ivism that  was going on under the UDF 

that  you wanted to  tel l  about  the period?  

JJR:  You know everything moved I mean we moved as  

his tory moved you know.  If  there was any act ivi t ies  

under the banner of  the UDF we joined in  that  kind 

of  thing.   If  there was anything going on under NIC 

and regions I mean branches part icipa-ted we 

part icipated in  i t .   We were the branch.  

MN: I also unders tand that  Merebank was the boi l ing pot  

of  pol i t ical  act ivism.   Now in 1990 that  was now 

should we s tar t  saying mid-1980’s  or  late  1980’s  

was when pol i t ical  act ivis ts  were being released 

those who were detained.   Can you remember names 
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from Merebank who were returned home during that  

t ime?  

JJR:  Yes Ivan Pi l lay,  Viv Pi l lay,  wel l  Krish Rabi lal  was 

ki l led in  Maputo in  1981.   Raymond Lal la ,  Roy 

Chet ty.  For a  smal l  community l ike Merebank,  there 

were a number of  ex i les  you know, i t 's  such a smal l  

community,  4  000 people.   And there were so many 

ex i les ,  i t  was amazing.   So when you talk  about  i t  

being a pol i t ical  boi l ing pot  you know, you are 

absolutely r ight .    

MN: Tel l  us  the mood what  was the mood l ike in  

Merebank when FW de Klerk ut tered those words 

that  the pol i t ical  organisat ion were unbanned?  

JJR:  Well  i t s  l ike asking where were you when Kennedy 

 was shot?   I was at  school  and i t  was luncht ime and 

 Ish phoned me and he told me ANC’s unbanned and 

 Mandela is  going to  be released.   And I took this  

 cal l  in  the off ice and I began screaming and of  

 course I went  into the s taff  room I was teaching in  

 St  Mary’s  and I told you what  the school  was l ike.   

 Ag,  i t  was a -  the most  disgust ing place I’ve ever  

 been to .   I went  into the s taff  room and "oh,  so 

 ANC is  unbanned."  You know blasé about  i t  and 

 my principal  Mrs Bhoodu says:   "oh,  she’s  rejoicing 

 and we’ve got  a  leg in  the grave now."  So what  do 
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 you make of  that?   [ laughs]   But  that  af ternoon 

 when we got  home,  al l  the act ivis ts  oh,  there were 

 hundreds of  us .   We just  got  into our  cars  and we 

 got  a  van I can’t  remember whose van i t  was i t  was 

 probably Ish’s ,  we got  wel l  we had a lot  of  ANC 

 f lags  you know.  So we put  this  on and we went  on 

 a  carcade in  Merebank and Wentworth we went  into 

 Wentworth and then the Wentworth group joined us  

 and we went  on this  joy r ide.   And we eventual ly 

 f inished up at  Dakota Beach in  Is ipingo and I 

 won’t  tel l  you what  happened there,  no.   [ laughs]  

MN: Now when did you take up the ANC membership 

because now UDF was coming to  an end?  

JJR:  You see becoming card-carrying members  -  as  i t  was 

a gradual  process  you know being NIC and then 

UDF and then ANC i t  was just  a  gradual  process  you 

know.  We just  moved in  with the progression of  

his tory.   So just  before we set  up our branch in  

Merebank we al l  s igned up as  members  and each one 

of  us  act ivis ts  were asked to  go out  and get  people 

to  join you know.  So we went  back to  our  famil ies  

and fr iends and whoever was ANC sympathisers  and 

supporters  and wel l  act ivis ts  we al l  jus t  s igned 

membership.   And then when we got  a  certain  
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number of  members  we could actual ly launch our 

branch,  which we did.  

MN: What’s  your opinion on the negot iat ions  that  took 

place between the Freedom Organisat ions  and the 

ANC and the PAC’s and the government .   I’ l l  te l l  

you why I’m asking you this  quest ion.   It 's  s imply 

because people 's  opinions vary.   Some people are 

against  i t ,  some people are for ,  some people have 

reservat ions .   What’s  your opinion?  

JJR:  Okay look,  coming from the background that  I am 

that  I do come from, al l  a long I envisaged a 

revolut ion.   I d idn’t  think that  we would come to a  

negot iated set t lement .   So al l  my l i fe  I had this  

feel ing that  there wil l  be a  bloody war;  there wil l  be 

a  bloody revolut ion;  and then there wil l  be a  

social is t  take-over .   During our discussions we did 

speak about  you know a two-part  take-over  one 

when we get  our  freedom from the apartheid 

government  and then a workers  take-over .   But  I 

jus t  didn’t  see a  negot iated set t lement ,  wel l  actual ly 

I didn’t  even think that  freedom wil l  come so early.  

I expected freedom after  2000 real ly.   But  always,  

always,  I thought  of  a  bloody s t ruggle and a 

revolut ion and a workers  take-over .   So al though I 

welcomed the fact  that  there wasn’t  a  war,  there 
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wasn’t  bloodshed,  I also welcomed the fact  that  you 

know what  we are doing is  peaceful ly.   I had 

reservat ions  with the amount  that  we gave away;  we 

gave away a lot .   And I fel t  that  a  lot  of  work that  

people did was actual ly in  vain you know.  We 

fought  a  long,  hard,  s t ruggle.   And we gave away a 

lot .  I mean i t  may seem a s imple thing but  to  

incorporate Die Stem into the Nat ional  Anthem I 

mean give me a break you know. 

MN: And they also the composi t ion in  the talks  -  I’ l l  

set t le  on i t  for  a  whi le  -  the composi t ion and the 

talk  some people have reservat ions .   The fact  that  

you had the Bantustan leaders ,  considered leaders ,  

and invi ted to  the talks  you had,  I mean also 

[ interrupt ion]  

JJR:  The Rajbansis .  

MN: The Tricameral  Parl iament  members  being so 

honourable,  or  cal led honourable,  honoured at  the 

table negot iat ing the future of  the country.   Do you 

think you fel t  betrayed?  

JJR:  Absolutely,  absolutely.   When I saw Rajbansi  

 there and Holomisa and al l  these,  wel l  you know 

 s tudent  days we cal led them sel l -outs  you know.  

 When we saw al l  of  them there i t  took me back you 

 know this  great  disappointment .  But  then when you 
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 look at  Pravin Gordhan there you know i t  gave you 

 some kind of  hope.   But  I was terr ibly disappointed 

 the whole composi t ion of  the CODESA.  And what  

 s t i l l  d isappoints  me and I’m -  i t  hurts  me I’m angry 

 about  i t ,  i s  the fact  that  a  lot  of  leaders  who did a 

 t remendous amount  in  the apartheid days were just  

 marginal ised.   I can name you people I mean the 

 f i rs t  person that  comes to  mind is  Thumba Pi l lay.  

 He's  a  judge now.  But  I mean he is  such a bri l l iant  

 man,  and he was marginal ised.   You have got  

 people l ike Farouk Meer you know. I can give you a 

 whole host  of  people who were marginal ised.   I 

 mean you have got  people l ike Yunus Mohammed,  

 who is  s i t t ing in  his  law pract ice,  at  the moment .   

 He’s  not  supposed to  be there,  he 's  supposed to  be 

 up there running this  country because they know 

 how to do i t .   You know the s t rategiz ing,  the 

 absolute bri l l iance of  these guys came out  in  the 

 eight ies ,  came out  in  the sevent ies .   They are 

 br i l l iant  guys I mean i f  you look at  Praveen Gordhan 

 during CODESA, his  sheer  bri l l iance was shining.   

 But  you have got  lots  of  Praveen Gordhans s i t t ing in  

 their  off ices ,  in  their  law off ices  I mean they you 

 know they are doing nothing they were just  margi-

 nal ised.   And I think was the greates t   d isappoint-
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 ment .   And what  also disappointed me now is  that  

 nat ional is ing.  

MN: I was going to  ask you that  when before they took 

over  the ANC had the nat ional isat ion in  their  

agenda now they are talking privat isat ion is  that  

what  you are disappointed in?    

J JR:  Yes.  

MN: Okay and the UDF, what  I can’t  remember what  you 

 cal led them leaders  the l ikes  of  Archie Gumede,  al l  

 those people some people feel  that  they were let  

 down as  soon as  the organisat ion was unbanned.  

 Any opinion?  

JJR:  Yes you know lots  of  key posts  were taken,  okay 

 f ine.   Lots  of  people came from exi le  took on posts  

 and that  kind of  thing.   But  I fel t  the act ivis ts  

 wi thin the country were marginal ised whether  they 

 were African,  Indian or  Coloured or  White.   They 

 were just  marginal ised and yet  they carr ied the 

 s t ruggle forward.   Look lots  of  people may cri t icise 

 me by saying this ,  but  I f i rmly bel ieve that  

 a l though the people in  ex i le  they lef t  their  famil ies  

 and they s t ruggled a lot ,  they were free outs ide.   

 People within the country fought  a  bat t le  as  wel l  as  

 they were harassed al l  the t ime.   Look I know of 

 harassment  of  ex i les  you know.  In  Swazi land they 
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 were harassed by South African SB’s ,  and al l  that .   

 I appreciate al l  that  but  the thing is  the harassment  

 the l i fe  that  the act ivis ts  in  wi thin the country went  

 through was horrendous.   But  at  the end of  the day 

 lots  of  them were marginal ised.   I’ l l  give I’ve been 

 talking about  Spider  al l  a long,  he’s  my brother ,  

 maybe I have sent imental i ty at tached to  i t ,  but  I 

 need to  say this :  Spider  is  a  teacher ,  he is  a  

 qual i f ied teacher .   And I’m a teacher  I have never  

 in  al l  my l i fe  met  such dedicat ion as  Spider 's .   He’s  

 commit ted to  the country;  he’s  commit ted wel l  he 

 was always commit ted to  the s t ruggle;  now he’s  

 commit ted to  the country.   And i t  shows in  what  he 

 does .   He teaches  excel lent ly,  he devotes  his  l i fe  to  

 s tudents ,  to  pupi ls .   He goes  that  ex tra mile and 

 does  sport ,  he organises  sport ing events  wi th the 

 schools  you know around he’s  teaching in  an 

 African area.   Spider  hasn’t  got  a  promotion.   Yet  

 you got  people who we know were total ly apol i t ical  

 people who were are actual ly in  the Tricameral  

 camp who are s i t t ing as  Inspectors  who are s i t t ing 

 as  principals  of  high schools .   And Spider  hasn’t  

 even moved one s tep.   This  is  what  I am talking 

 about  I’m talking about  the Spiders  of  the world,  of  

 the country.   And I can you know give you lots  of  
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 examples  l ike that .   You know I feel  ashamed 

 somet imes to  say that  there were Spider  who gave 

 his  l i fe  for  the ANC and the ANC’s is  not  even 

 recognis ing what  his  worth is  and he’s  worth a 

 t remendous amount .    

MN: I was going to  ask you that  being the quest ion that  I 

want  to  ask you actual ly that  being always being a 

person who has  been doing the spadework or  the 

dir ty work on the ground.   Because many act ivis ts  

or  relat ives  are doing the spadework are not  

recognised being some persons or  such,  can you not  

see any difference in  the l ives  of  the community 

compared to  their  apartheid years?  

JJR:  Oh yes  defini tely.  I for  one am not  act ive anymore.  

Al though after  1994 wel l  we worked on the elect ion 

campaign and then we worked on the local  elect ion 

campaign but  af ter  that  -  oh,  then I worked r ight  

unt i l  my ret i rement  I worked with SADTU.  But  i f  

you look at  Merebank for  ins tance you can count  on 

one hand the number of  act ivis ts  that  are working.   

Shanaaz  Issop shines  out ;  she shines  out  she’s  also 

a teacher  also never  given a promotion because of  

her  you know she’s  takes  no nonsense,  so people 

just  don’t  want  her  in  the admin because she you 

know what’s  r ights  r ight .   She s tands out  because 
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she s t i l l  belongs to  a  whole host  of  organisat ions  

she t r ies  to  keep the f i res  burning in  Merebank.   But  

not  many act ivis ts  are lef t .   People are jus t  get t ing 

on with their  l ives  and they are leaving the running 

of  the country to  the pol i t icians  because you must  

remember there is  a  clear  dis t inct ion between an 

act ivis t  and a pol i t ician.   And many of  us  were not  

pol i t icians  you know we were just  act ivis ts  doing a 

job of  work at  that  t ime.   So now that  the country is  

being run by pol i t icians  I think more people are jus t  

get t ing back into their  homes,  which is  sad.   

Because i f  you look at  educat ion for  ins tance i f  you 

get  progressive people in  SGB posi t ions  you know 

the schools  are going to  be upl i f ted because they 

have a his tory of  knowing how to run things.   They 

know how to organise l ike a  thing l ike fundrais ing 

for  ins tance,  i f  you are an act ivis t  a  seasoned 

act ivis t  fundrais ing is  chi ld’s  play for  you.   But  

these people are not  involved in  organisat ions  they 

are jus t  leaving i t  to  people.  So what’s  happening is  

lots  of  SGB’s you know School  Governing Bodies  

are run by people who are there for  their  gain.   Lots  

of  people actual ly join an SGB you know what  my 

wife’s  a  teacher  in  this  school  i f  I join the SGB I 

have influence on whether  she gets  a  promotion or  
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not .   You know that  kind of  thing so i t 's  sad in  that  

respect  that  lots  of  act ivis ts  have just  s topped 

working.   I think we need to  rethink this  one.  

MN: In as  far  as  the upl i f tment  and development  of  

 communit ies  do you see any difference between the 

 governance besides  the fact  that  now we have 

 human r ights  and al l ,  do you see any is  there any 

 bet ter  l iving condi t ions?  

JJR:  Yes defini tely,  defini tely.   The influx  of  Africans  

into the ci t ies  resul ted in  the shacks and so on.   But  

you can see you know, s lowly,  methodical ly the 

shacks are being replaced by these l i t t le  houses .   

With me i t 's  f ine as  long as  a  person has  a  roof  

above their  head,  i t 's  f ine you know.  I can see us  

only moving forward from there.   In  the so-cal led 

Indian areas  and Coloured areas  wel l  I’m talking 

now about  my experience in  Merebank,  Wentworth,  

Chatsworth that  kind of  thing.   There is  not  much 

improvement .  

MN: Why?  

JJR:  Well  I would say i t 's  lack of  funding i t ’s  a  lack of  

funding what  disappoints  me about  the government  

is  the amount  of  money they s t i l l  spending on 

defence on arms and that  kind of  thing you know.  I 

won’t  say i t ’s  not  necessary i t  i s  necessary to  arm a 
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country to  have a s t rong defence force.   But  I think 

the amount  being spent  is  a  bi t  much.   And I think 

we need to  upl i f t  our  country in  every other  aspect ,  

social ly you know, homes,  food that  kind of  thing 

and of  course cr ime is  a  big problem. I have a big 

problem with the cr ime factor .    

MN: You’ve also voiced your concern about  privat i -

sat ion and considering the fact  that  now there is  

such a high level  of  unemployment  and now you 

have touched on cr ime which I think interrelated 

things.   What  do you think makes the people the 

congress  who have spoken so loudly about  

nat ional is ing things then al l  of  a  sudden go to  

privat isat ion which they see is  causing 

unemployment  and al l .   Because people are los ing 

their  jobs  does  affect  that?  

JJR:  That  is  a  fact  and wel l  i t ’s  al l  in terrelated you lose 

your job you turn to  cr ime turn to  cr ime the country 

goes  down.   You know if  I have to  s tar t  talking 

about  privat isat ion and nat ional isat ion i t ’s  a  whole 

theoret ical  jargon you know.  I f i rmly bel ieve that  

profi t  you know capi tal is t -making profi t  i s  the 

biggest  s ingle factor  for  unemployment .   If  the 

profi t  of  the bosses  wasn’t  as  large,  as  big as  i t  i s ,  

then you wil l  get  employment .   Sharing resources  
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and that  kind of  thing.   Now my reason for  

nat ional is ing is  i f  the government  controls  al l  

means of  product ion,  then they wil l  have to  employ 

people to  sort  of  sustain that  kind of  system.  

Otherwise their  coffers  wi l l  be -  wel l  money from 

their  coffers  wi l l  be used to  give social  securi ty to  

unemployed people.   So you know at  the moment  the 

capi tal is t  doesn’t  bother  about  the man on the s t reet  

i f  he’s  unemployed the government  does  i t .   But  i f  

those profi ts  go into the coffers  of  the government ,  

then things even out .  

MN: Are you content  wi th the way our government  is  

being run I mean are content  wi th your former 

comrades?  

JJR:  No.  

MN: You’re not .  

J JR:  No I’m not .   There is  a  lot  of  things that  disappoint  

me.   But  I wi l l  s t i l l  say the country is  very young,  

i t 's  only ten years  old wel l  not  even ten years  i t s  

eight-years  old.   And I’m prepared to  give i t  some 

t ime.    

MN: Once the Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said:  "we 

have s topped the gravy t rain  not  for  you to  jump on 

i t  and move i t  but  we have s topped i t  so  that  i t  can 
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be hal ted."  Do you feel  that  i s  has  been hal ted or  

do you feel  the gravy t rain  is  s t i l l  moving?  

JJR:  Oh the gravy t rain 's  moving,  i t 's  moving i t 's  s t i l l  

moving with a  new pi lot  and a good number of  other  

passengers  on i t  which is  sad.   But  that’s  the whole 

contradict ion of  a  capi tal is t  system. That  people 

wil l  a lways be ready to  make a quick buck.  

MN: We are being faced with this  pandemic HIV/AIDS 

and knowing the government 's  s tance,  what’s  your 

opinion?   The cause of  i t ,  and al l  of  the thing.  I 

mean what’s  the what  do you think of  the 

government 's  s tance on i t ,  you being an act ivis t ,  of  

whom act ivism or  ret i red but  I don’t  think act ivis ts  

ret i re?   [ laughter]  

J JR:  You know, I think every individual  deserves  the 

r ight  to  l ive,  a  r ight  to  l i fe .   And I think the 

government  owes i t  to  people,  no mat ter  at  whatever  

cost  to  provide them with the resources  as  wel l  as  

the medicat ion to  make their  l ives  bet ter .   Whether  

i t 's  short - term or  long-term,  i f  an AIDS sufferer  is  

even dying the las t  few years  of  his  l i fe  or  the las t  

few months  of  l i fe  must  be made bearable.   This  is  

what  we owe society this  is  what  we owe to  our  

people.   And by depriving people of  drugs whether  

i t ’s  going to  give you l i fe  back or  not  I think i t ’s  
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pathet ic .   You need to  make people as  comfortable 

as  possible.   Otherwise we lose our  humani ty you 

know our human qual i t ies  what  are we saying a 

person has  got  TB you know we can’t  afford the 

drugs so let  him go back to  the township and just  

die.   You know i t  reminds me of  the t ime when my 

niece just  s tar ted work at  King Edward Hospi tal .  

She says  chi ldren were dying before they are f ive 

years  wi th Kwashiokor.  I mean I think i t 's  s t i l l  

happening I don’t  know you know recent ly.   But  that  

was during the days of  apartheid and we were 

blaming apartheid,  we were blaming the Nat ional is t  

government  you know these chi ldren are dying 

because of  Kwashiokor.   Now, who do we blame?  

People are dying of  AIDS you know what  are we 

doing about  i t?   We are supposed to  be a very 

progressive group of  thinkers  we are supposed to  be 

concerned.   But  human l i fe  is  supposed to  be 

concerned the qual i ty of  l i fe .   I mean this  was the 

song we were s inging during our act ivis t  days,  

qual i ty of  l i fe  must  improve.    

MN: What  is  your opinion on the Truth and Recon-

ci l iat ion Commission?   How did you see i t  were you 

for  or  were you against  i t?  
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JJR:  I didn’t  make up my mind about  i t  you know I tel l  

you the l i t t le  that  I saw about  i t  I was going through 

a very bad patch personal ly.   I was going through a 

s tate  of  depression and I was on medicat ion and that  

kind of  thing.   So during that  period I jus t  wi thdrew 

into a shel l .   And i t ’s  only recent ly that  I’ve gone 

back into reading the newspapers  I jus t  never  

wanted to  read the papers  and that  kind of  thing.   So 

I jus t  didn’t  keep my f inger  on the Truth and 

Reconci l iat ion process .   But  you know if  I have to  

think about  i t  now lots  of  t ruths  needed to  be told.   

I don’t  know if  I can just i fy the amount  of  money 

spent ,  you know. 

MN: I was about  to  ask you that ,  that  considering the 

budget ,  was i t  worth i t?  

J JR:  You know, because what  came of  i t?   As I say I 

didn’t  fol low i t  closely,  because I was going 

through this  personal  problem.  But  I can’t  reconci le  

the fact  that  so much of  money was spent  on 

something that  didn’t  have a f i rm end-resul t .    

MN: Any member of  your family tes t i f ied in  i t?  

J JR:  No.  

MN: No not  a  member of  your family?  

JJR:  Not  my immediate family,  but  wel l  Krish Rabi lal l  

died in  this  -  in  Maputo and Krish is  my s is ter- in-
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law's  nephew.  So you know, his  immediate family  

are very close to  my family.  

MN: Having read about  i t  s ince you said that  i t  was a bad 

period for  you do you think i t  achieved i ts  goal ;  did 

i t  achieve i ts  goal?  

JJR:  No,  no,  no I think i t  brought  out  a  lot  i t  brought  out  

you know to the surface a lot  of  what  happened you 

know, during the apartheid years .   The senseless  

ki l l ings ,  the senseless  interrogat ion,  detent ion and 

that  kind of  thing i t  brought  i t  out .   But  I also 

bel ieve that  people who would read about  i t  are 

people who are in  the know anyway you know.  

MN: Yes but  whi le we are s t i l l  on i t  some people di ffer  

about  i t .   I want  your opinion on i t  I want  to  know 

some people say the t ruth that  came out  is  

something that  was known.   I mean that  was known 

that  happened to  other  people but  now the 

reconci l iat ion part  of  i t  was did they achieve i t?  

J JR:  I don’t  think so,  I don’t  think so because there is  

s t i l l  –  look,  in  the individual ,  people are t rying to  

reconci le .   I l ive in  the so-cal led whi te area there 

are people who would embrace us  but  there are a  

great  many people who just  don’t  want  me there.   

My immediate neighbour doesn’t  want  me there.   My 

opposi te  neighbour doesn’t  want  me there.   Each 
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t ime we do something he is  phoning the cops and 

the cops are coming over  and harassing us ,  and that  

kind of  thing.   Well  of  course the cops come there 

and tel l  us  "hey you know what  jus t  turn the music 

down your neighbours  are complaining" you know.  

And then you get  Ngema wri t ing this  song of  his ,  

you know.   

MN: What’s  your opinion about  i t?  

J JR:  About  the song.   Well  I real ly didn’t  l i s ten to  I 

mean I don’t  unders tand any African language.  

MN: But  you have seen a rough t ranslat ion?  

JJR:  Yes a rough t ranslat ion.  You know i t  awakened me 

 i t  real ly awakened me.   I didn’t  think he had to  put  

 in  song because lots  of  us  know the problem I think 

 this  song wil l  br ing an antagonism you know 

 between Africans and Indians .   I d idn’t  think we 

 needed that  at  this  t ime when we need to  reconci le .  

 But  I wouldn’t  disagree total ly wi th what  he is  

 saying because I come from the Indian community 

 and I see the way African women especial ly are 

 t reated.   I mean not  only by Indians ,  everyone 

 t reats  their  domest ic  workers  -  wel l  no I shouldn’t  

 say that  -  lots  of  people t reat  their  domest ic  

 workers  as  servants .   Even they refer  to  gardener  as  

 the garden boy;  he may be 50 going on 70 you know 
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 but  they refer  to  him as  the garden boy.   They give 

 him separate utensi ls ,  he eats  outs ide you know, 

 the maid doesn’t  s i t  a t  the table and eat .   These 

 things are real i t ies  but  I s t i l l  f i rmly bel ieve he 

 didn’t  have to  bring i t  out  in  this  song,  you know. 

MN: Do you some people have an opinion of  perhaps the 

opinion from people who were involved in  the 

s t ruggle saying that  choosing the Bengal  Tiger  he is  

r iding on i t  and some people are using i t  for  their  

own gain populari ty and al l .   What  do you think?  

JJR:  Well  I’ l l  give you an example to  i l lus t rate  what  I am 

saying to  you.   There was a teacher  in  my school  

very,  very young thi rd-year  teacher ,  she had to  move 

from our school  because she was redundant  and she 

made hersel f  redundant .   So once you make yourself  

redundant  you are placed in  another  school .   She 

made hersel f  redundant  and she was placed in  this  

school  where she is  there permanent ly,  but  yet  you 

have got  teachers  who are teaching f i f teen,  twenty 

years  who were not  placed in  a  school  unt i l  las t  year  

or  the year  before.   But  she was placed in  a  school  

the f i rs t  year  that  the R & R process  s tar ted.   And 

she belonged I mean she is  a  member of  one of  the 

Tiger 's  s idekicks .   So I can i l lus t rate  what  I am 

saying.  
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MN: I ful ly unders tand.   Well  i f  or  let  me s tar t  by saying 

 -  who are the inf luence in  your l i fe  the people who 

 inf luenced or  your role models?  

JJR:  Spider ,  Spider  defini tely and my husband.   Well  I 

didn’t  talk  to  you about  two very important  aspects  

of  my l i fe .   One is  my t ime with SADTU and my 

vis i t  to  Cuba.   I spent  a  month in  Cuba.   So okay I 

joined SADTU when i t ,  you know, at  the launch and 

we launched a branch in  Merebank.   And I was 

elected secretary by a very conservat ive teacher ,  and 

the reason he wanted me as  secretary I think was 

because I was a woman and I could keep minutes .   

He didn’t  think that  I am going to  contr ibute to  

SADTU as  an organisat ion as  a  progressive 

organisat ion.   So when I joined SADTU and I began 

showing exact ly what  where I come from and what  I 

am he was taken aback and he actual ly told me one 

day he says:  "oh,  I thought  you are jus t  going to  

take minutes ." You know that  kind of  thing.   But  I 

joined SADTU ful l  force,  and being secretary I was 

involved at  regional  level .   So I l ike to  think that  I 

actual ly kept  SADTU al ive for  the t ime that  I was 

there.   I worked t i reless ly -  al l  the boycot ts  and the 

placard demos,  I organised carcades ,  and even our 

s t r ikes  you know the middle of  i t .   Because of  my 
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t ime in  the s t ruggle I have excel lent  organisat ional  

ski l ls  so I brought  that  into SADTU with me you 

know.  So wel l  the f i rs t  couple of  years  I was 

secretary and then I became chairperson and during 

my t ime as  chair  that  i s  when we had the workers  

the cleaners  s t r ikes  and they were f i red af ter  that .   

So you know throughout  that  t ime these were the 

act ivi t ies  that  we embarked on you know. 

MN: Can we pause please?     

END OF TAPE 2A 

RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2B 

JJR:  Okay.   I worked t i reless ly in  SADTU and apart  f rom 

day-to-day teacher  issues  we t r ied educat ing people 

in  terms of  their  r ights  l ike we organised someone 

to  talk  about  teachers '  r ights  and you know in ELRC 

we spoke about  terms or  condi t ions  of  service and 

that  kind of  thing.   So apart  f rom the day-to-day 

running of  SADTU and teaching and that  kind of  

thing we always had orientat ion courses  and that  

kind of  thing.  As chairperson you know, I invi ted 

people to  come over  i f  a  document  came out  we 

went  to  regional  level ,  i t  was workshops and then 

we would come back and workshop i t  to  our  

teachers .   What  was sadly lacking was that  we 

didn’t  make inroads into the so-cal led ex-model  C 
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schools  you know to get  whi te  teachers  aff i l iated to  

SADTU. Hopeful ly you know they are going to  do 

that  soon.  What  is  sad very,  very sad among 

teachers  is  that  you have al though this  is  a  capi tal is t  

country and there is  jus t  two classes .   Indian 

teachers  think that  they belong to  a  middle class .   

And lots  of  these middle class  teachers  bel ieve they 

don’t  want  to  ident i fy with workers ,  workers  being 

Africans.   So you have got  the owning class  and you 

have got  the so-cal led middle class  amongst  

teachers  and then you have got  the workers  who are 

the African teachers .   So they don’t  want  to  ident i fy 

with workers  so they join APEC.  APEC belongs to  

a  di fferent  el i te  group.   I asked one teacher  "why 

did you join APEC?"  Well  she was on the defensive 

because she knows I’m SADTU I said:  "no,  no,  no I 

jus t  want  to  know one reason why you joined 

APEC."  And she says:  "i t ’s  a  profess ional  

organisat ion and I’m a professional ."  So I said:  

"okay as  opposed to  that  what’s  SADTU?" She says:  

"oh,  they are workers ."  So this  is  what  disappoints  

me about  Indian teachers  there is  a  lot  of  them who 

are actual ly joining APEC.  And what  saddens me is  

that  you know if  you look at  APEC i t ’s  a  old whi te 

teacher  union you know and they forget  who their  
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oppressors  were.   These whi te teachers  enjoyed such 

cushy teaching environments  meri t  notches .   Most  

whi te  teachers  got  their  three meri t  notches  just  l ike 

that .   And they forget  you know who sustained the 

s t ruggle and that  kind of  thing.   And what  they also 

forget  is  that  SADTU fights  for  the pay increases ,  

and gets  i t  too.   

MN: And i t 's  appl ied across  the board.  

JRR:  And i t 's  appl ied across  the board you know.  So 

 SADTU is  the f ighters ;  they wil l  do al l  the 

picket ing  and the s t r ikes  and al l  that  and these people 

just   get  the benefi ts  i t  d isgusts  me.  

MN: The professionals  get  the benefi t?  

J JR:  The workers  do the f ight ing and the professional  

gets  the benefi t .  

MN: Can you tel l  us  about  your t r ip  to  Cuba,  what  was i t  

a l l  about?  

JJR:  Okay wel l  what  happened was in  1997 there was a 

 l i t t le  ar t icle  in  Teachers  Voice,  in  the Voice i t ’s  a  

 SADTU newslet ter .   And i t 's  this  t r ip  a  brigade to  

 Cuba and they got  four  numbers  i f  you are 

 interested phone.   So I phoned a person in  Cape 

 Town and he says:  "no we are going in  December 

 and get  your money ready" and blah,  blah,  blah.   

 But  i t  d idn’t  material ise.   Out  of  the blue in  1990 
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 around June Brian phones me from Cape Town and 

 he says:  "you know what  we are sending a brigade 

 to  Cuba,  are you interested?"  I said:  "yes ."  By then 

 al l  the money I had for  the t r ip  was spent  anyway.   

 But  I jus t  said yes  and he says  a  group cal led 

 Friends of  the Cuban Society is  organis ing this  t r ip  

 and we wil l  be hosted there by EKARP, r ight  i t ’s  a  

 propaganda,  wel l  a  branch of  the Cuban Society 

 there.   They deal  wi th propaganda.  And we were 

 expected to  go to  Cuba and work.  

MN: They did i t  to  suppress  i t  or  spread i t?  

J JR:  To spread i t .  

MN: Okay.  

J JR:  We are expected to  go there and work but  we were 

also told that  we wil l  meet  wi th different  organisa-

t ions  and we wil l  get  people coming to  us  every 

evening to  give us  talks  and that  kind of  thing.   So I 

said:  "what  about  vis i t ing Cuba?" I mean a l i t t le  bi t  

of  vis i t ing.   They said okay we’l l  t ry and 

incorporate i t .   So our i t inerary came and we were i t  

was a mixture of  al l  four  things you know.  The 

work;  vis i t ing places;  meet ing with different  

organizat ions;  and having input  by the different  

organizat ions ,  as  wel l .   So we were qui te  thr i l led 

because we were going to  go r ight  up to  -  oh,  I’m 
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terr ible wi th direct ions  -  the West  Coast  you know 

to Sierra region.   And then I thought  wel l  our  las t  

s top,  the Western most  part  was the Mandela 

Museum.  So I thought  from there I’ l l  jus t  take a 

bus  and go down to Sierra Maestra because i t  

fascinates  me the Cuban war just  fascinates  me.   But  

that  didn’t  material ise the furthest  we went  to  was 

Santa Clara.   We s tayed at  a  place cal led -  oh,  you 

know my memory Antonio Mila;  i t ’s  a  camp where 

people from throughout  the world al l  supporters  of  

Cuba send s tudents  and people to  this  work-camp 

and they do basical ly what  we did.   And i ts  

especial ly bui l t  for  this ,  so we s tayed there and each 

evening we had talks  you know the f i rs t  evening we 

had a person from the Just ice Department .   Then we 

had a women’s  organisat ion,  then we had a person 

who was in  Angola,  a  group of  Cuban f ighters  who 

were in  Angola.   One evening we had an economist  

talk  to  us  and then people from Sierra Maestra 

people who fought  wi th Fidel  and Che Guevara,  that  

kind of  thing.   Then we went  to  vis i t  people l ike the 

chairperson of  the local  commit tee,  provincial  

department  and central  government  we met  wi th 

people you know from this .   We met  wi th the 

foreign affai rs  organiser ,  the chairperson of  the 
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women’s  inst i tute,  and then we spent  a  lot  of  t ime 

with the t rade unions.   And I spent  a  l i t t le  more 

t ime with the secretary-general  of  the teachers  

union.   And then of  course we vis i ted his torical  

places  l ike the palace where Francisco Bat is ta  l ived 

now i ts  converted into a  museum, a museum of the 

s t ruggle.   And then we went  and saw the Grand Mal  

you know, the boat  that  Fidel  crossed.   We vis i ted 

Che Guevara’s  home.   And hospi tals ,  univers i t ies  

we saw a match between one of  the African 

countr ies  and South Africa a  footbal l  match,  

s tudents  who are s tudying in  Cuba.   We vis i ted you 

know chi ldren from the Chernobal  disaster ,  t reated 

in  Cuba.   I think Cuba is  the only country that  took 

on these chi ldren and t reated them and gave them 

medical  operat ions  and that  kind of  thing.   Then 

they rehab,  they spend the t ime there in  the rehab 

centre and then they're  sent  back home.   We vis i ted 

-  oh,  Lenin’s  monument ,  and then Cel ia  Sanchez  

monument  things l ike that .   We worked,  the guys -  

wel l  because of  my age I worked in  the ki tchen and 

I worked t i l l ing soi l .   But  lots  of  others  wel l  f ive 

others  went  on orange-picking sess ions.   So i t  was a 

fantast ic  experience work experience as  wel l ,  and 

then the las t  week we went  to  San Fuegos,  the most  
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beaut i ful  beach in  the world in  Badedero.   And we 

s tayed in  San Fuegos.   We met  wi th the local  

government  there and members  of  EKARP again we 

did a bi t  of  s ightseeing.   And then f inal ly we went  

to  Santa Clara and saw the,  wel l  i t 's  Che’s  province 

actual ly,  the univers i ty where he s tar ted his  ambush.  

 You know the derai lment ,  we saw the actual  plant  

he used to  derai l  that  t rain .   The t rain  i tsel f  i s  lying 

there you know, things l ike that .   Then we met  wi th 

South African s tudents .   I said  museums and then 

we went  to  Che Guevara monument ,  exclusively -  an 

exclusive museum for  him.   But  these were the 

things we did but  what  I learnt  in  that  t ime was so 

t remendous I could never ,  I read a lot  about ,  my 

interest  i s  his tory,  I read his tory.   And I’ve read 

I’ve read just  everything I could put  my hands on 

lay my hands on,  on Cuba.   But  what  I learnt  in  that  

month about  Cuba surpassed al l  the books that  I 

read.   Oh,  we vis i ted a commune a farming 

commune;  what  I found that  the embargo against  

Cuba is  real ly,  real ly get t ing Cuba down 

economical ly.   But  when the embargo began,  when 

Russia became capi tal is t ,  there was no t rade-l inks  

anymore for  Cuba to  send i ts  sugar  and i ts  export  

goods and no one was export ing to  Cuba.   And USA 
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said that  any country who t rades  with Cuba wil l  not  

be al lowed to  t rade with USA.  And USA wil l  not  

send i ts  goods to  that  country.    So most  capi tal is t  

countr ies  who have close t rade l inks  with USA had 

to  s top t rading with Cuba.   So economical ly i t  

real ly,  real ly,  real ly had a negat ive impact  on the 

country.   But  everyone loves  their  Commander-in-

Chief  and they wil l  s t ick by whatever  he says .    

MN: Is  i t  through force?  

JJR:  You know i t  didn’t  come out  that  way,  and people 

 that  I have spoken to ,  who vis i ted Cuba  subse-

 quent ly,  told me that  as  wel l .   It  jus t  didn’t  come 

 out  that  way.  

MN: When did you come back?  

JJR:  A month later  I spent  l i t t le  more than a month in  

Cuba.   Everyone I spoke to  you know, I was looking 

for  i t ,  I was looking for  i t ,  i s  Fidel  i s  such a bogey-

man that  you know he’s  holding people through 

force.  I spoke to  academics ,  I spoke to  intel lectuals  

I spoke to  people who clean the place where we 

were l iving,  i t  jus t  never  came out .   One person in  

that  month I spoke to  who said they want  to  move to  

USA, just  one person.   So I sat  down;  in  fact  i t  was 

at  a  f lea market  and I crossed my legs  and I sat  

down I said:  "okay,  let 's  talk  about  this ."   And I 
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asked him:  "why do you want  to  move?"  He says:  

"no I don’t  l ike communism."  I said:   "f ine,  every 

individual  has  a  r ight  to  chose."  I told him "okay,  

tel l  me what  you l ike about  i t? '   And he says  "I l ike 

to  be free to  earn my own l iving and that  kind of  

thing."  So I said:  "okay I can talk  to  you in  South 

African terms what  would you l ike to  earn in  South 

Africa?"  So he gave me a sum of 10 000 you know. 

 So I told him "okay f ine,  10 000,  af ter  tax  you get  

about  8  000.  

 Then you’ve got  to  pay your pension which is  

another  R500,  and then you’ve got  to  pay medical  

aid  which is  700,  you got  to  pay school  fees  which 

is  that  and food that’s  that  and rent  there" and blah,  

blah,  blah.   And you are lef t  wi th wel l  he came out  

wi th something l ike R800 for  enter tainment  and that  

kind of  thing.   His  jaw dropped he says:  "but  don’t  

you have free medical  faci l i t ies?" I said:   "no."  

"Free school ing?   No."  Suddenly he woke up 

because he thought  a  capi tal is t  country is  jus t  l ike 

Cuba except  that  i t 's  bet ter  you know.  He got  a  

shock he couldn’t  bel ieve that  we pay for  educat ion;  

he couldn’t  bel ieve that  we pay for  medical  

faci l i t ies .    

MN: Educat ion.  
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JRR: Well  educat ion he was l ike shocked he says:  "isn’t  

i t  the duty of  the government  to  pay for  educat ion?" 

 I said:   "no my dear ,  you have got  chi ldren to  send 

to  univers i ty;  you have got  to  fork out  R10 000 a 

year  only for  fees  that’s  wi thout  the books.   What  

impressed me about  Cuba was the promotion system 

in teaching because I think I was a teacher  and i t  

in terested me.   Unl ike here where lot  of  things are 

done you know secret ly and nepot ism and that  kind 

of  thing,  promotion there i f  you are a  level-one 

teacher  you want  to  move to  level- two you have got  

to  go and t rain  for  i t .   So you spend a year  of  

Saturdays at  a  univers i ty I vis i ted this  univers i ty as  

wel l  you t rain  for  your post  as  a  HOD.  And then 

they place you in  a  school  where you are a  HOD.  

And then from level- two to  three you’ve got  to  t rain  

again to  take on that  post .   So that  was amazing and 

I jus t  wonder why you know more countr ies  don’t  

adopt  that  system where you actual ly t rain .  

MN: So you came back.   Now I asked you about  the 

person who had more influence on you and you said 

i t  was your brother .   If  there was anything at  al l  in  

your l i fe  that  you say "Janey what  have you done 

wrong that  you would l ike to  correct ."   Anything 

that  you would l ike to  correct  in  your l i fe?  
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JJR:  That’s  a  tough quest ion there’s  lots  of  things -  ah,  

yes  my career  decis ion.   Yes that’s  the one s ingle 

thing I wouldn’t  want  to  I would want  changed.    

MN: In your l i fespan or  in  your I don’t  whether  to  say in  

your l i fe  or  in  your act ivism what  can you say was 

the most  sat isfying achievement?  

JJR:  I think 2nd of  February 1990.   Oh apart  f rom that  a  

meet ing wel l  not  meet ing but  seeing Chris  Hani .   I 

went  to  the SACP ral ly in  Johannesburg and I think 

when he walked onto the s tage the whole s tadium 

shook i t  was real ly a  beaut i ful  experience.  

MN: Tomorrow we wil l  be marking the 25th anniversary 

of  one of  your inf luences  [Steve Biko] .   What  are 

you going to  do what  i t  means to  you to  supplement  

that  one.   What  do you feel  about  the fact  that  no 

conclusion was reached as  to  what  happened to  him?  

JJR:  There is  a  lot  of  anger  about  Steve’s  death s t i l l  you 

know.  But  then there is  a  lot  of  anger  about  

Zondo’s  death,  as  wel l  you know.  And I s t i l l  feel  

that  there’s  this  business  about  you know carrying 

on with l i fe  wi thout  bringing to  book the 

perpetrators  I think I feel  s t rongly about  that .   

Al though I would want  the country to  move ahead 

but  there are t imes there is  a  lot  of  anger  in  me 

about  these things not  being set t led.   Lots  of  people 
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got  away with lots  of  things.   And we are just  going 

on as  i f  these things never  happened.   Okay we are 

remembering Steve’s  death but  who’s  remembering 

i t?   The people closest  to  him you know.  Do we 

mark Steve’s  death as  a  nat ion?   It 's  sad but  we 

don’t .  We need to  because these were the heroes  of  

our  t imes.   We don’t  even I mean okay we have a 

ment ion in  the paper  about  Chris  Hani’s  death.   But  

as  a  nat ion we need to  mourn Chris  Hani ;  we need 

to  mourn Steve Biko;  we need to  celebrate Steve’s  

l i fe  because he didn’t  only inf luence me he 

influenced thousands and thousands of  people.   He 

is  s t i l l  inf luencing them.  The other  day I walked 

into the l ibrary and there was a young African 

s tudent  and he picked up Steve Biko’s  book and so I 

looked at  i t  and he says:  "you read i t?"  I said:  

"yes ."  Then he says:  "is  i t  good?"  I said:  "i t  wi l l  

change your l i fe ."   A few days later  I met  him he 

comes to  me he says:   "you’re r ight ."   You need to  

highl ight  them, you’ve got  to  celebrate their  l ives  

because they had so much to  give to  us .   If  i t  wasn’t  

for  the Bikos of  the world,  we would s t i l l  be 

oppressed.   As much as  I say that  grass  roots  

act ivis ts  changed our l ives  so did these guys l ike 
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Biko and Oliver  Tambo and everybody,  everyone 

had a place in  the s t ruggle.  

MN: How should we remember them?   Do you think we 

 should probably set  as ide a day where al l  those 

 heroes  are remembered or  should we take them 

 individual ly l ike for  ins tance tomorrow being his  

 death should we celebrate his  death or  should we 

 celebrate his  l i fe?  

JJR:  We celebrate his  l i fe  yes .   Look a 25th anniversary 

gives  you the ideal  opportuni ty to  celebrate Steve’s  

l i fe .   Do i t .   Let 's  do i t .   You know coming to  back 

to  Cuba their  heroes  are not  forgot ten.   Their  heroes  

are al ive.   We’l l  dr ive down Southern Freeway and 

we see ads  for  Mercer  and Grafton Everest  and 

whatnot  and whatnot .   You drive down Cuba there’s  

a  huge poster  bi l lboard s ize of  Che Guevara of  San 

Fuegos you know there is  no pictures  of  Fidel  

Castro but  the heroes  of  the s t ruggle are there.   

There’s  beaut i ful  murals  everywhere.   Again in  

Cuba also I don’t  see a  big poster  of  Cel ia  Sanchez  

or  Haley but  I mean there are posters  everywhere,  

the schools  have murals  of  the heroes .   There is  a  

mural  of  Che Guevara in  Revolut ion Square that’s  

about  ten s tories  high.   They remember their  heroes .  

 You know you ask a s tudent :  "there’s  a  mural  there,  
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who’s  that?"  They know exact ly who i t  i s .   You ask 

a s tudent  in  Kharwastan or  in  Secondary or  in  

Crawford Secondary who Chris  Hani  is ,  I can bet  my 

l i fe  most  of  them wouldn’t  know.  They don’t  know 

who,  they probably wil l  know Chris  Hani  because he 

was recent ,  they won’t  remember Steve.  For that  

mat ter ,  in  Merebank,  nobody knows Krish Rabi lal l .   

Why don’t  we name a school  af ter  him?   Why don’t  

we name a hal l  af ter  him?   Why don’t  we name a 

s t reet  af ter  Krish?  They are heroes  of  our  s t ruggles  

and they must  not  be forgot ten.  

MN: What  sort  of  books are you reading for  pleasure for  

leisure for  your leisure t ime?  

JJR:  Okay I read about  four  or  f ive books at  a  t ime.   So 

i t ’s  always something l ight  and something heavy 

you know.  I read everything about  Cuba,  I read 

everything about  the Mafia;  I read everything about  

the Second World War.   And then I read junk.    

MN: If  you were to ,  i f  somebody was to  recommend or  

ask for  your recommendat ion what  would you 

recommend?  

JJR:  In  what  category?  

MN: In any category i f  somebody would for  younger 

people for  ins tance s ince you’ve said that  l ike for  

ins tance you just  said that  young people don’t  know 
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we don’t  know our heroes .   I mean i f  to  enl ighten 

the youth what  you recommend the readings because 

some people tend to  bel ieve that  the youth of  today 

real ly reads junk and s i t  in  front  of  TV they are 

couch potatoes?  

JJR:  They don’t  read.   The book that ,  Mila 18.    

MN: What  sort  of  music do you l is ten to?  

JJR:  Semi-class ics ,  folk,  I love Crosby,  St i l l s  and Nash.  

MN: Judy Blue Eyes.  

J JR:  Oh that’s  my favouri te ,  favouri te .   Sui te  Judy Blue 

Eyes is  my favouri te ,  favouri te  song.    I love Hey 

Jude,  I love the Beat les .   But  I think I can catego-

r ical ly s tate  that  Crosby St i l l s  and Nash are my 

favouri tes .   But  of  course i f  Mark Knopfler  comes 

to  South Africa,  I’m going to  camp at  the s tadium to 

get  front  seats .  

MN: Even though he lef t  Dire Strai ts?  

JJR:  Yes.  

MN: Janey thank you very much for  your -  [ interrupt ion]  

JJR:  Oh I need to  tel l  about  Reiki .  

MN: I’ l l  come back.   Janey what  words would you l ike to  

leave us  with as  we f inish and conclude this  

interview.   Your hopes,  your dreams?  

JJR:  My hope is  -  yes  look,  we fought  a  long hard 

s t ruggle;  we lost  a  lot  of  comrades;  we lost  a  lot  of  
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fr iends;  we lost  a  lot  of  t ime in  terms of  family l i fe;  

we have sacri f iced a lot  in  terms of  our  chi ldren,  

family l i fe .   And my hope is  that  now that  we are 

free,  that  our  government  takes  the responsibi l i ty of  

making us  real ly,  real ly free.   In  terms of  you know, 

l ike we must  be free to  eat  a  substant ial  meal ;  we 

must  be free to  walk on our s t reets  wi thout  fear  of  

being harassed,  raped,  murdered;  we must  be free to  

choose a government  that  del ivers  these goods.   

That’s  i t .  Lots  of  hopes.   But  I have a lot  of  fai th  in  

the government  and wel l  hopeful ly the people who 

are there make a di fference.  

MN: Janey,  thanks once again for  your presence and 

thank you again.  

J JR:  No i t ’s  a  pleasure.  

MN: That’s  f ine.  

- --  oOo ---  
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