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STATUS OF INDIANS IN SOUTH 
'AFRICA 

This traCt is intended to deal in a specific 
way only with the status of citizens of the 
British Dominion of South Africa of Indian 
birth and descent, who by their domicile 
have become South African nationals and are 
no longer- Indian nationals -subjeCt to Indian 
laws and regulations. But in order to gain 
an intelligent understanding of their problem 
it is first necessary to have a general survey of 
the story of Indian, emigration to other parts 
of the British Empire. 

There are to-day some two and a half 
millions of British citizens of Indian origin 
and descent who are living outside of India, 
in various parts of the British Empire. Of 
this total some 220,000 are resident in South 
Africa.. These two and a half millions of 

?' 	 people are in the main the descendants (2nd, 
3rd, and even 4th generation) of emigrants 
from India who came long years ago and 
never went back. Thus, although of Indian 
birth and origin, they are no longer Indian 
nationals, but domiciled nationals of the 
British territories i;n which they have eleCted 
to settle. But while this is so, they have 
towards India as their motherland the same 

• 	 sort of sentiment, feeling, and attachment as 
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Britishers in the British Dominions have' 
towards Great Britain. 

I.-GENERAL SUR-VEY OF bTDIAN EMIGRATION 

In 1833-34 Slavery was ,finally abolished 
throughout the British Empire. Many of the 
British Colonies were then young, and more 
or less t:mdeveloped. Cheap and pl~ntiful 
labo:qr were thought to be essential for their 
economic development, and India offered an 
admirable hunting ground. The Indian un
skilled laboun;r was industrious, sober, docile, 
intelligent, plentiful, and cheap. Though 
quite illiterate, he could readily be taught the 
simple agricultural or other work he would 
be called upon to do. Soon after, and as an 
jmrpediate consequence. of the abolition of 
Slavery, Indian. emigration to the Colonies 
began. It is possible that the mentality of 
the slave-master had not yet been eradicated 
from the minds of those who once owned 
slaves, and this will probably account for the 
treatment which for a considerable time the 
Indian indentured labourers had to endure 
who were brought into the once slave
owning Colonies. 

'Recruitment at the first was in private, 
and often unscrupulous hands, but it soon be
came evident to the Government both in India 
and in Britain that this emigrqtion needed 
governmental supervision. The emigrants 
were exclusively from the humblest and poorest 
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classes; they scarcely understood the con.. 
tracts they entered into. They were often 
defrauded and ill-treate~. The emigrant ships 
were insanitary and overcrowded. Epidemics 
were frequent. 'Clearly these emigrants 
needed governmental protection and care. 
This sense of governmental responsibility led 
to the establishment of the "indentured" 
system of emigration, by which unskilled 
labourers could only emigrate under govern
ment control and contracts. Let it be said 
to the honour of both the Indian and British 
Governments that from the outset they have 
taken a keen and lively interest in the welfare 
of Indian emigrants, and from time to time 
a long list of legal and other enactments have 
been passed and measures adopted for their 
protection and care. 

. The periods and terms of contract varied 
in the various Colonies, but five years may be 
taken as an average. At the end of their 
contracts large numbers were repatriated to 
India, but large numbers also decided to stay 
on, and make their homes in the land of their 
adoption. Let it be remembered that in their 
earlier years the economic development and 
prosperity of many now prosperous members 
of the British Empire were carried out by 
Indian labour, and due regard must be given 
to this fact if' 'there is to be any equitable 
solution to the Indian question in South 
Africa and elsewhere. 

As these various Colonies developed Indian 
labour became less and less necessary. Racial 
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prejudices and social and moral evils reared 
th~ir ugly heads. Differences of modes of 
life and habits caused misunderstandings. 

, 	 The white population began to be alarmed 
lest their higher standards of life were jeopard
ised by economic competition with the non
whites with their ~enerally lower standards of 
living. All these sources of friCtion began to 
cause serious anxieties· to the governments 
concerned. The fear of cheap India,n labour, 
the very reason for which Indian labour had 
originally been imported, became a menace 
to happy relations. In due course the receiving 
Colonies at one end and the Indian Govern
ment at the other end alike began to restriCt 
immigration and emigration. Natal abolished 
indentured Indian immigration in 1911. And 
as the result of a Commission of enquiry led 
by an Englishman (Mr. McNeile) and an 
Indian (Mr. Chimanlal) the Government of 
India abolished the -whole system of " inden
tured" _emigration in 1916. Whatever the 
qisabilities of the Indian immigrants might 
have been, and there is no question they did 
suffer certain disabilities, the fact that such 
large numbers freely eleCted to remain on 
and settle down in the British Colonies to 
which they went is sufficient evidence that 
they found their lives sufficiently attraCtive, 
and that their advantages outnumbered their 
disabilities. For, let it be remembered that 
every Indian immigrant labourer had the· 
legal right to be taken back to India free of 
charge at the end of his indentures. 
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n.-IMPERIAL WAR CONFERENCES; 

1917 AND 1918. 

But · the question of Indian emigration to 
other parts of the .Empire could not be solved 
by the mere abolition of the "Indentured 
System." The first world war had won world 
significance and prestige for India, because of 
her magnificent contributions in men, money, 
and materials towards the achievement of 
victory. India had become a member of 
superlative importance within the Empire. 
Her citizens had gained world contacts for 
purposes of commerce, culture, pleasure, and 
other worthy ends. Accordingly the Govern
ment of India raised the whole question of the 
admission of Indians to other parts of the 
Empire at the Imperial War Conferences of 
I9I7 and 1918. The policy agreed upon by 
the various constituent members of the Empire 
at these two Conferences is embodied in the 
following resolutions :

(I) It is an inherent function of the 
Governments of the several communities 
of the British Commonwealth, including 
India, that each should enjoy complete 
control of the composition of its own 
population by means of restriction on , 
immigration from any of the other com
munities. 

(2) British citizens domiciled in any 
British country, including India, should 
be admitted into any other British country 
for visits, for purposes of pleasure or com
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merce, including temporary residence for 
purpose of education; but such right 
shall not extend to a visit or temporary 
residence for labour purposes or as a 
preliminary to permanent settlement. 

(3) Indians already permanently domi·· 
ciled in other British countries should be 
allowed to bring in their wives and minor 
children on condition: (a) That not more 
than one wife and her children shall be 
admitted for each such Indian; and (b) 
that each individual so admitted shall be 
certified by the Government of India as 
being the lawful wife or child of such 
Indian. 

The essential feature of this policy is that 
stated in section (I). Its validity cannot be 
denied, but great wisdom, taCt, and judgment 
are needed for its practical application within 
an Empire whose greatness and grace will 
only' grow as all its constituents conspire to 
live together as a family of peoples concerned 
in each others welfare. 

I 

All the self-governing Dominions have made 
it clear in one way or another that their 
objections to A~iatic immigration are not due 
to racial or pohLIcal prejudices, but to economic 
or cultural reasons. The European standards 
of life to which they are accustomed are in the 
main very much higher than Asiatic standards: 
and they are concerned lest those higher 
standards be jeopardised by the lower wages 
and lower standards of life with which the 
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latter are content. Again, the social habits 
and the general attitude to life differ vastly 
between the whites and non-whites, and this 
difference causes friction, misunderstandings, 

.and animosities between them, which must be 
avoided if the internal happiness and welfare 
of the country are to be maintained. ' These 
are valid enough reasons for the prevention of 
mass immigration from anywhere, but they 
are not valid reasons for adverse discrimination 
in any British territory against its own domi
ciled nationals with a standard of life lower 
than that of Europeans. The policy of every 
l}ritish administration in any British territory 
should always be to raise the standards of such 
domiciled nationals to the required levels. 

On her side, India has also the power to 
regulate immigration from any part of the 
world, and has laid it down as a fundamental 
principle that "persons not being of Indian 
origin domiciled in other British possessions 
shall have no greater rights and privileges as 
regards entry into and residence in British 
India, than are accorded by the law and 
administration of such possession to persons 
of Jndian domicile." For the closer union 
between all thernembers of the British 
Commonwealth, it will be a cause for sincere 
thanksgiving if this " tit-for-tat" policy were 
entirely abolished, as well as the reasons for 
its , adoption. 

2 9 



III.-':IMPERfAL CONFERENCE, 1921 

It is not surprising that the resolutions of 
the Imperial War Conferences of 1917 and 
1918 were not altogether pleasing to Indian 
sentiment either in India or South Africa, and 
left a sense of disappointment and even of 
hostility. The whole question of the status, 
rights, injustices, inequalities, and disabilities 
was once again raised at the Imperial Confer
ence of 1921, at which the following significant 
resolution was passed :

"This Conference reaffirms that each 
community of the British Commonwealth 
should enjoy complete control over the com
position of its own population, by restrieting 
immigration from any of the other com
mqnities, but recognises that there is 
incongruity between the position of India, as 
an equal member of the Empire, and the 
existence of disabilities ' upon British Indians 
lawfully <;lomiciled in some parts of the 
Empire; and this Conference, therefore, is of 
opinion that in the interests of the solidarity 
of the Commonwealth it is desirable that the 
rights of such Indians to citizenship should be 
recognised. " 

This declaration is of great value. With 
the exception of the representatives of South 
Africa, it was the otherwise unanimous judg
ment of the representatives of the British 
Commonwealth as a whole, which thus 
signified its assent to the recognition of India 
" as an equal member of the British Empire," 
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and her right to full citizenship. The constant 
use of the word" Commonwealth" instead of 
the word" Empire" is also significant of the 
change of relationship between its constitpent 
members. So long back as 192 I India was 
declared to be, no longer a dependency of 
Britain, but an equal partner within· the 
Commonwealth. 

This significant resolution of the Imperial 
Conference of 192 I was not accepted by the 
representatives of South Africa, who recorded 
their dissent in the following terms :-" The 
representatives of South Africa ' regret their 
inability to accept this resolution in view of 
the exceptional circumstances of the greater 
part 6fthe Union." This dissent was naturally 
the cause of disappointment to the Indian 
representatives, who, while expressing their 
appreciation of the acceptance of the Resolu
tion by the Conference as a whole, nevertheless 
felt" bound to record their profound concern 
at the position of Indians in South Africa, and 
hope by negotiations between India and South 
Africa that a way can be found as so~n as 
may be to reach a more satisfying position." 
With this general survey of the question of 
Indian immigration' into other parts. of the 
Empire in mind, we shall the better be able to 
understand the specific question of the position 
of Indians in South Africa. 
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IV.-HISTORY OF INDIAN tMMIGRATION INTO 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Indian immigrants were first brought into 
Natal in 1860, and then into other parts of 
South Africa. At that , period these fertile 
lands full of potential material wealth were 
largely, in some cases almost ~~ wholly, un
developed. The native Africans had not yet 
broken away from their leisurely tribal modes 

' of life, were unaccustomed to steady and 
systematised labour~ and disliked being tram
melled by ru.les and regulations. It is not 
surprising that the British and Boer farmers 
did not then find them suitable for their 
purposes. Sugar, tea, and crops of all kinds 
needed careful, skilful, and patient labour. . 
Suitable workers were needed. And so the 
Indian peasant, industrious, intelligent, patient 
and docile, was brought in. I use the words 
"brought in'" deliberately and advisecI1y. 
The Indian immigrant did not force ' his way 
into the country; he was induced, invited, 
and almost urged to come in. I t was to the 
advantage of South Africa that they should 
come in. They have had an honourable share 
in developing South Afx:ica, and in creating 
her prosperity. It would be neither just nor 
honourable to overlook this "simple .\listoric 
fact in attempting any solution of the Indian 
problem in South Afriql.. 

A Protectpr of Indian immigrants was early 
appointed to look after their welfare, and a 
steady flow of immigrants came in every year. 
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On the' expiry of their contraCts many eleCted 
to be repatriated back to India, but many also 
eleCted to stay on in the country. Some 
continued to work for their old 'masters; 
others, having saved a little money, became 
market gardeners, or hawkers, or started little 
shops of their own. Others became domestic 
servants. '!!

As the South African Government did not 
enact any anti-immigration laws till some 
years later, it came about that in addition to 
the" indentured." labour drawn entirely from 
the humblest classes, a different and more 
prosperous type of Indian immigrant began 
to come into the country, not subjeCt to any 
"indentures," but as traders, shop-keepers, 
clerk,s, and others of a like class, ,free to earn 
their living as best they could in a new country. 
They were people with some small degree of 
education. Their purpose was, in the majority 
of cases, not to settle down in the country, but 
having made a sufficient competence, to return 
to India as soon as possible. 

But while all this Indian immigration, 
indentured and non-indentured, was in 
progress, European immigrants also continued 
to enter in increasing numbers. It is'true to 
say that these Europeans had come to settle 
down and make a home for themselves in 
South Africa, and that they were not mere 
birds of passage like the majority of Indians. 
Therefore, from the point of view of the white 
settlers, it was reasonable that South Mrica" 
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should be essentially a country for Europeans, 
with European standards oflife, culture, habits, 
and social ideals. Moreover, although the 
position is now entirely reversed, the Indian 
population of Natal up to so late ' as 191 I 

exceeded the European. The threat to an 
European South Africa was therefore no 
illusion but a possibility. All these are facts 
which must be borne in mind if there is to be 
a just and happy solution of the Indian 
problem in South Africa. 

And presently the inevitable happened. 
Trade competition bet,:"een the European and 
Indian traders began, leading to the usual 
evils of mutual hostilities and jealousies. The 
Indian trader with his simpler standards of 
life and cheaper modes of living could under
sell the European trader, and so drive him 
out of business. The European trader there
fore needed, and was entitled to, some measure 
of protection. I t would not be honest of 
Indian patriots not to acknowledge this faa, 
and in a fair-minded spirit to agree to it as 
right. The native African had by 191 I out
grown his tribalism, and was available in good 
numbers for the labour needs of the country. 
The'status of the Indian ,Population of South 
Africa was raising acute and contentious 
probLems. And accordingly in 1911 all further 
Indian immigration into Natal was prohibited; 
and as we have already seen, the "indentured" 
system was finally abolished in 19 I 6 through
out the Empire. 
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V.-SMUTS-GANDHI AGREEMENT, 19I4 

Since 191 I _the Government of South Africa 
has passed numerous Acts with a view to 
regulating and controlling the conditions under 
which Indians may "live in the country, and 
in such a way that they shall not conflict with 
the interests of Europeans on the one hand, 
and of the native African on the other. It 
would show a very prejudiced mind not to 
realise that the problem which the South 
African Government has to solve, namely, an 
equitable adjustment as between European, 
Native African, and Indian, is a most difficult 
and delicate one. 

N evertheless, when all has been said in 
support of the European view, the treatment 
of Indians was in some ways unjust and 
indefensible. They were treated as of an 
"inferior race.'" They were not of an 
"inferior race," because, although in the 
main they were drawn from the humblest 
class of Indians, they belonged to a race whose 
culture and civilisation were more ancient 
than those of the European, and of a very 
high order. They were subjected to petty 
indignities and insults; sometimes to injustice. 
They were not allowed to travel in 1st and 
2nd class carriages all. railways, forbidden to 
walk on footpaths, and the like. They were 
segregated in ill-kept and insanitary "loca
tions." The" colour bar" reduced them to 
a status of humiliation. A great deal of petty 
but hurtful wrongs were endured by them 
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for many years, by rich and poor alike. 
A wealthy Indian merchant once said to Mr. 
Gandhi :-"We can only live in a land like 
this on sufferance: For the sake of making 
money we have not to mind pocketing insults. 
So here w~ are ! '} 

Mr. Gandhi had originally gone out tq 
South Africa about 1892, in a law suit between 
two wealthy Indian merchants. There he 
~ame in close contaCt with the disabilities 
endured by the Indians, and it was not long 
before he him~elf had to endure som~ of those 
disabilities. On one occasion when he was 
insulted in Durban because of his colour, Mr. 
Joseph Chamberlain, then Colonial Secretary, 

. ordered the prosecution of the culprits; but 
Mr. Gandhi, and let it be said to his credit, 
asked that this should not be done. Let it 
be noted again that the British Government 
has always done its best to defend the rights 
of Indians in South Africa. But all the whites 
were neith.er cruel nor unjust. There were 
many whose contaCts with non-whites were 
kindly, just, and free from colour prejudice. 
Mr. Gandhi himself has borne testimony to 
the faCt that he received from the best type 
of 'Europeans, mainly pronouncedly Christian 
people both men and women, not only courtesy 
but intimate friendship, and that the colour 
bar was non-existent with them. Despite the 
disabilities, Mr. Gandhi, by his ability, industry 
and integrity built up a large legal praCtice as 
a Barrister, and by his patent si,ncerity and 
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goodness won for himself 'a position of honour 
and influence in South Africa. 

But - the growing sense of wrong in the 
minds of Indians came to a head when two 
obnoxi,ous ,measures became operative. One 
was the imposition of a poll-tax of £3 on 
every Indian, men and women alike, at 
the end of their indentures. The purpose of 
this was to compel them to go on working for 
their masters at the close of their contracts, 
the tax not being 'enforced if they continued. 
Most of the Indians were, of course, too poor 
to pay the tax" and thus were compelled to 
stay on. The oth~r measure was a legal 
decision that Indian marriages in South 
Africa, not having been registered, were 
invalid, even if the marriages had been duly 
and properly conducted according to Hindu, 
Moslem, or Parsee religious rites and cere
monies. Many hundreds, of Indian women 
were thus deprived of their status as wives, 
and reduced to a state of concubinage. 
These wrongs, added to a sub-conscious sense 
of general injustice, finally resulted in the 
great non-violent passive resistance of many 
thousands ofIndians in South Africa, organised 
by Mr. Gandhi and led by him. The story 
of that amazing march of thousands of passive 
resisters to authority, orderly and uncomplain-

I ing despite severe punishments, cannot here 
be r-elated. Suffice it to say that,the Govern
ment were obliged to yield; both wrongs were 
abolished; and resulted in what is now known 
as the 'Smuts-Gandhi Agreement, 1914. 
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Among other rights secured by this " gentle
men's agreement" was "the right of an 
Indian and his successors to live and trade in 
the township in which he was living and 
trading, no matter how often he shifts his 
residence or business from place to place' in 
the same township." 

" 
Vr.-FURTHER ASIATIC LEGISLATION, 1920 

Since that date the South African Govern
ment has passed various laws, rules and 
regulations for controlling the conditions 0'£ 
residence for Indians. It will serve no useful 
purpose to enter into their details. Indeed, 
the legal technicalities and terminologies 
involved in them and in their interpretation 
will only confuse and not enlighten the general 
public, desirous of getting to the heart of the 
problem. But the essential purposes are the 
same in them all. They may be stated as 
follows· :-( I), South Africa must be ,securely 
established and preserved 'as a home for the 
white races. (2) To ensure this Indian (and 
indeed Native African and the Coloured 
population) 'must be segregated, so that differ
ences in social habits, degrees of culture, and 
moral standards may not caus'e friCtion, mis
understanding, and clashes. (3) The trading 
rights of the non-whites must be under contro~, 
and restriCted to specified areas, in order that 
the white trader shall not be undercut 2nd 

.' undersold everywhere, so putting him out of 
business. (4) Such controls and restrictions 
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to be carried out with due regard to the 
interests of all concerned. And (5) Nothing 
must be allowed which will lower the standard 
of living of the white population, and every
thing done to improve it. I think these five 
points fairly and fully summarise the motives 
underlying all South African racial legislation. , 

It is no matter for ,surprise that South 
African Indians, being British- citizens in the 
fullest sense, should continue to resent these 
restrictions, limitations, controls and segrega
tions,. Despite the repeated dedarations of 
the South African 'Government that these 
discriminations were not meant to be racial 
but economic, the Indians continued to feel 
themselves stigmatised as an inferior race, 
causing resentment among Indians not only 
in-South Africa but ,also in India. Accordingly 
an Asiatic Commission of Enquiry was held 
in 1920, whose main recommendations were 
as follows : 

(I) 	That certain laws going as far back 
" 

as 
1885 prohibiting Asiatics f.rom acquiring 
and owning land in-the Transvaal should 
beuphe~d. ' 

(2) 	 In Natal, outside the towns, Asiatics 
should be permitted to acquire land for 
farming and agriculture only within the 
coast belt, and not more than some 20 

or 30 miles inland. This recommenda
tion prevented Asiatics from acquiring 
land in the healthier uplands of Natal, 
and the Government of India entered 
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an earnest protest against it,- but the 
Union Government upheld the recom
mendation. 

(3) 	 Compulsory repatriation of Asiatics 
was not recommended, but voluntary 
repatriation should be encouraged. 

(4) 	 There should be no compulsory segre-. 
gation of Asiatics, but a system of 
voluntary S'egregation mutually agreed 
upon ifpossible, should be introduced, by 
which municipalities should layout 
suitable areas for · Asiatic residence, 
allocate certain streets and distriCts in 
towns where Asiatic traders could carry 
on business, such streets and distriCts to 
be selected by a board of independent 
p~rsons, including Asiatics, and that 
trading licenses for Asiatics, other than 
liquor licenses, should be entrusted to 
municipal bodi~s in the towns, and out

. side the towns to the Divisional Councils 
in the Cape Province, and in the other 
Provinces to specially appointed Licen
sing _Officers. 

All these recommendations were accepted by 
the Union Government. 

As has already been stated, the Union 
Government felt itself unable to a~cept the 
resolution of the Imperial Conference of 192 I 

which recommended that Indians should have 
the rights of citizenship in all the British 
Dominions, and the efforts made by the 
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Government of Ir:dia failed to change the 
opposition of the Union Government. Un
happily anti-Asiatic sentiment continued 
unabated, and during the next few years a 
series of ordinances were passed which did 
not mitigate Asiatic disabilities, but rather 
tended to make them more exact and precise. 
In 1925 the Areas Reservation, Immigration, 
and Registration Bill was introduced into the 
Uni9n Parliament, the purposes of which were 
to introduce compulsory segregation in Natal, 
and make more rigid the immigration of 
Asiatics. Both in India and South AfrIca the 
Bill aroused widespread resentment. Although 
Indians in South Africa are not Indian 
nationals but South African nationals, lhe 
Government of India, who from the very first 
has taken a keen and lively interest in the 
welfare of Indians everywhere, once again 
entered into negotiations with the Union 
Government. With the friendly co-operation 
of the British Government, the Union Govern
ment decided not to proceed with the Bill, 
and agreed to the holding of a Round Table 
Conference representing all the interests con
cerned. This Conference met in Cape Town, 
and in 1927 promulgated its findings, which 
were accepted by both Governments. These 
findings are known as the Cape Town Agree
ment 1927, which in the main regulate Indian 
life in the Dominion. 
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VII.-THE CAPE TOWN AGREEMENT, I927 

The Cape Town Agreement is thus officially 
summarised : 

( I) Both Governments reaffirm their ' 
recognition of the right of South Africa 
to use all just and legitimate means for 
the maintenance of western standards of 
life. 

(2) 	 The Union Government recognise that 
Indians domiciled in the Union, who are 
prepared to conform to western standards 
of life, should be enabled to do so. 

~3) For those Indians in the Union who 
desire to avail themselves of it, the 
Union Government will organise a 
scheme of assisted emigration to India 
or other countries where western stan
dards are not required. Uniori domicile 
will be lost after 3 years' continuous 
absence. Emigrants under this scheme 
who desire to return to the Union within 
the 3 years will be allowed to do so only 
on the refund of the cost of the assistance 
received by them. (This consisted of 
free passage, a bonus of £20 per adult, 
and £10 per child.) 

(4) 	 The Government of India recognize 
their obligation to look after such emi
grants on their arrival in India. 

(5) 	 The Union Government requested 
the Indian Government to appoint an 
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Agent in the U;lion in order to secure 
continuous and effective co-operation 
between the two Governments. 

There were some other recommendations 
of lesser importance which it is not necessary 
for our purpose to enumerate. With regard 
to the scheme for assisted emigration, the total 
result over a period of years was that only 
15,000 people took advantage of it, the great 
majority of the domiciled Indians preferring 
to remain ,on as South African citizens. This 
is a significant fact as showing that whatever
grievances .the Indians have, or think they 
have, they are more thaI). compensated for by 
the advantages they receive as South African 
citizens. The scheme has thus come to an 
end. One great reason for its failure was that 
South African Indians realised that their 
\:onditions of life were generally more favour
able than those in India of the same, social 
standing. And, o(course, as the vast majority 
of the South African Indians were born there, 
South Africa became home to them. 

' VIII.-AsIATIC LEGIS~ATION, !943 

Compulsory legal segregation has always 
been and still is extremely offensive to Indians, 
because they think it legally stigmatises them 
as of an inferior grade of citizens. Up to 
quite recently such segregation as was in force 
had been voluntarily agreed upon by 
Europeans and Indians as to wh<;l.t should be 
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treated as European areas and what Asiatic. 
Originally this segregation came about in 
quite a natural and simple way. Birds of a 
feather flock together is not only a natural 
instinCt among birds but also among human 
beings. And at the first, in accordance '''lith 
this instinCt, Europeans began to reside in 
certain quarters and Indians in another. 
Thus in due course and by a conscious or un
conscious consent, some quarters became 
definitely recognised as European and others 
as Indian. But it was voluntary and not 
made compulsory by law. Therefore penetra
tion into one anothers quarters could in faCt 
take place because there was no law to prevent 
it. 

Soon after the war began suspicions began 
to be entertained tnat Indian penetration intb 
European areas was in faCt taking place. In 
order to prevent a wave of anti-Indian feeling 
the Union Government, in January, 1940, 
appointed a Commission, with Mr. Justice 
.F. N. Broome as Chairman, the terms of 
reference being as follows :-" To enquire 
into and report whether, and if so to what 
extent, Indians since 1st January, 1927, have 
commenced occupation of or acquired sites 
for trading or for residential purposes in 
predominatingly European areas in the 
Provinces of Natal and the .Transvaal, and the 
reasons for such occupation and acquisition." 

The Commission reported in 194 I that 
penetration into the Transvaal had been 
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negligible. As the :.:esult of various investiga
tions it was further reported that since October, 
1940, a comparatively small number ofwealthy 
Indians had purchased properties in the 
European areas of Durban almost as great in 
value as during the previous 13 years, i.e., since 
1927; and that they were purchased mainly 
as profitable investments and not for purposes 
of residence. 

The result of the report was that in April, 
. 1943, an Asiatic ACt was passed, operative 
for three years only, which " pegged down" 
the areas in Natal and the Transvaal where 
Indians might own property, reside, and 
trade. In Durban all furt/ler sales of proper
ties between the two communities were banned 
for three years. This pegging down meant 
that whereas previously segregation had been 
voluntary, now it had been made compulsory 
by law, and Indians felt acutely that in the 
eyes of the Law they were still regarded as an 
inferior type of citizen. The ACt also stated 
that a Special Commission, including repre
sentative Indians, would be appointed to 
investigate the residential facilities of Indians 
in Natal, and more especially in Durban, to 
ensure that adequate civil, sanitary, and other 
amenities of aU kinds were available, and 
generally to see to their welfare. . 

In the debate in the Union Parliament 
leading up to the ACt, General Smuts said that 
the vast majority of the Indian citizens of 
South Africa were good and hard-working 
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people, but a few wealthy Indians instead of 
helping the war effort by investing their money 
in war loans were undermining the European 
position in the country by using their wealth 
for the purchase of European properties, 
without regard to public sentiment. 

The Act does not represent the permanent 
policy of the Union Government, but is only 
a tentative measure awaiting full investigation 
after three years. No additional hardships 
are imposed on , Indians as this "Pegging" 
was based on the position as it actually was in 
I942; that is, few, if any, purchases were 
rendered invalid. Indeed, the Act validated 

, most if not all the purchases mad~. More
over, the Act is contingent on adequate and 
suitable housing accommod!ltion being pro
vided for Indians by the Durban City Council, 
who have now under consideration an 8-year 
building programme for Indians, costing over 
£2 millions. 

IX.-STATlSTICS AND GENERAL CULTURAL 

CONDITIONS OF INDIANS 

The total population of the Dominion of 
South Africa is approximately IO millions. Of 
these' 2 millions are Europeans, nearly 7 
millions are African Natives, nearly 800,000 
are" Coloured," i.e. -of mixed descent, and 
only 220,00.0 are Asiatics, mainly Indian. It 
will -be observed that the Indian population is 
only I -45th of the total population. 
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The Indian popul£ltion is thus distributed 
among the four provinces of the Union :-Cape 
ProVince, 10,500 ; Natal, 184,000 ; Transvaal, 
"25,000; and Orange Free State, 30. All 
these figures are from the 1936 Census. It 
will be noted that Natal has by far the largest 
Indian population. 

Durban has a total population of 260,000 ; 
·()f these 95,000 are European; over 88,000 
.are Indians; 69,000 are Native Africans; and 
nearly 8,000 are'" Coloured." I t will be 
·observed that the Indian population is nearly 
as great as the European, and it has been 
officially stated that the birth rate among the ' 
Indians is substantially higher than among 
the Europeans. 

Throughout the Union Indiap.s have their 
·own amenities' of all kinds; they have their 
·-own schools, their own shops and markets 
and places of business, their own sports 
grounds, their own places of entertainment, 
cinemas and theatres; they have their own 
facilities 'for sea-bathing, run their own cafes 
and restaurants, have their own places of 
worship, Christian, Moslem, and Hindu. They 
.are Jargely small retail traders, but not a few 
engage in big business and make considerable 
fortunes. NIany of them are also market 
gardeners and hawkers, or are in domestic 
service. Indeed, there is no trade for which 
he has an aptitude and a desire to \",hich he 
cannot devote ,himself and make a good 
·competence. 
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Primary education is free and compulsory 
and state financed. Many of them are, 
directed by missionary societies, who in South 
Africa and in other parts of the world have 
invariably been the pioneers in the education 
of the peoples of non-Christian lands. Secon
dary, high school and university education is 
open to all Indians, and all the professions~ 
medical, legal, educational, etc., are open to 
them. But the children of Europeans and 
non-Europeans do not attend the same school. 
It is difficult to maintain strict segregation in 
other spheres, put segregation in the schools is 
complete. European elementary schools pro
vide a somewhat higher standard of education 
than do the non-European elementary schools; 
as a result there are Training Colleges for the 
European teachers but only Training Schools 
for the non-European teachers. The per
centage ofliteracy is steadily rising as the older 
generation before educational facilities were 
provided steadily passes away, and the younger 
generation for whom such facilities have now 
been provided pass through the schools. 

But, outside the Cape Province, Indians 
have no political or municipal franchise. The 
latter was taken away in Natal in 1925. In 
the Cape Province there were in 1939 some 
1,566 Indian parliam~ntary voters, but by 
that year only 4- had been left in Natal. In 
the Transvaal and Orange Free State the 
franchise, both parliamentary and municipal; 
has always been strictly confined to Europeans. 
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X.-~EMOVAL OF RACE PREJUDICES 

I have endeavoured with fairness and with 
accuracy to summarise the salient facts as to 
the status of Indians in South Africa, and so 
enable a just and happy solution to be arrived 
at for the removal of the contentions which 
cause disharmonies between them and their 
European fellow citizens. And the facts at 
once make it clear that both communities 
must, in a spirit of good-will, reconsider their 
whole attitude one to the other, if those dis
harmonies are to be ,removed, not only for 
their own happiness, but also for the good of 
South Africa and of the British Common
wealth. 

And the most grave and glaring of those 
,disharmonies have been caused through race 
and colour prejudice. In a matter of such 
,delicacy thoughtless or heated words would 
be criminal. Let us then deal with it dis
passionately. 

As has already been stated, the majority 
'of the Indians to-day are the descendants of 
immigrants from India who were drawn in 
the main from the humblest and poorest 
.sections of the peoples of India. Many of 
them, it may even have been a majority of 
them, belonged to that class which "caste" 
Hindus regard as outcasts and untouchables. 
The extreme poverty and ostracism forced 
upon them ,by " caste" Hindus through long 
-centuries had kept them ignorant, and with a 

, pathetic and heart-breaking sense ofinferiority. 

29 



In India itself these much injured and cruelly 
wronged peoples were sp<?ken of as " coolies";. 
a word which ' although it simply means a 
" porter," yet it had come to have a significance 
of ' inferiority attached to it. Is it then sur
prising that they were spoken of as " coolies" 
when they 'came to South Africa? Indians, 
cannot blame the Europeans of South Africa 
for the use of the term. It would be insincere 
and inequitable for Indians to charge the 
Europeans as being alone responsible for the 
racial prejudices and discriminations which 
exist in South Africa to-day. They came into 
South Africa shackled with the prejudices and 
discriminations inflicted on them in their' own 
motherland. 

But tha.t is no reason why those wrongs. 
should. be perpetuated, in a new country like 
South Africa. These immigrants and their 
descendants were, in the main, industrious, 
patient, law-abiding, and trustworthy. They 
worked honestly for their European ma~ters, 
and helped to make them prosperous. They 
were therefore entitled to every consideration 
and' regard when they ceased to be Indian 
citizens and became South African citizens, 
for they had proved themselves to be good 
citizens. . 

The Union Government has repeatedly 
declared that any adverse discriminations 
against Indians are not due to racial prejudice 
but to economic considerations, and we ,are 
bound to regard those declarations as sincere. 
But while the Government as such has no racial 
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prejudice, it does not follow that the white 
population as a whole is free from it. Many 
Europeans undoubtedly are, but probably not 
the majority, and the Government.is bound to 
take cognizance of the faCt.' But the respon
sibility for the removal of race prejudice lies 
not only in the hands of the Government, but 
to a very large degree in the hands of t-he 
Christian Church. Racial differences cannot 
but exist, but racial prejudices need not exist 
'at all. It is for the Christian Church and for 
Christian people to show the more excellent 
way. I need not stress their high duty and 
gracious privilege in striving to bring about the 
removal of race and colour prejudices. As 
already stated, much of the education of the 
Indian ·community in South Africa is in the 
hands of missionary societies, and an excellent 
'opportunity is thus afforded for Indian children 
to be taught to understand the European 
mentality and habits oflife, so that unwittingly 
there should be no clashes. Let it be repeated, 
race differ'ences dmnot be avoided but race 
prejudices can be, and should be. And let 
it be also realised that material disabilities do 
not hurt and wound so· deeply as mental and 
moral disabilities . . 

I do not wish to claim excessive virtues for 
the British people. They would not thank 
me if I did. Underestimation rather than ' 
exaggeration is their characteristic. But this 
I can claim for them, that they are essentially 
a fair-minded people' desiring to do what is 
right and in accordance with Holy Scripture. 
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They are often very slow in doing what they 
know to be right, and will find excuses enough 
for their tardiness. But they are never really 
happy until they have done the right thing, 
and sooner or , later, sometimes sooner and 
sometimes later, they 'w·ill do it. They will 
do away with race prejudice throughout the 
Commonwealth, let us hope sooher rather than 
later. 

The. domiciled Indian community in South 
Africa does not only consist of the descend.;:lnts 
of the, early indentured labourers, but includes 
also a good percentage of educated, cultured, 
and wealthy people. These would not desire 
preferential treatment not accorded to the 
rest of their c·ountrymen, but common sense 
ansi the decencies oflife dictate that they should 
receive all the regard and consideration which 
their culture and status are entitled to every
where. 

XL-SOCIAL .AND TRADE SEGREGATION 

The segregation of Asiatics has behind it 
a two-fold purpose: (I) Segregation in neces
sary because mutually incompatible differ- , 
ences of culture, mentality, social habits, and 
moral codes, make residential contads between 
Asiatics and Europeans uneasy and uncomfort
able, and are likely to lead to clashes, to the 
detriment of law and order. (2) Because his 
standard of life is lower, an Asiatic can under
sell and. drive out of business his European 
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1 competitor, who therefore needs protection. 
Therefore also it is right that Asiatic trading 
should be confined to certain areas where he 
can do a good business, and yet not unjustly 
injure the European business man. Let us 
now enquire whether such segregations are 
justifiable or not. 

As regard~ the first: The principle of 
segregation is ackriowledged and practised 
throughout the whole length and breadth of 
India. - In every one of the three-quarter
millions of villages there is a Hindu quarter 
and a Mosle~quarter. The two communities
recognising their deep differences have volun
tarily agreed thus to segregate themselves, and 
no question of superiority or inferiority arises 
between them. But, _alas, it does not end 
there. The outcastes in every village are 
rigidly segregated in a most severe way from 
Hindu and Moslem alike. This segregation is 
not legal but social, but no law could have 
made it more rigid. The population of India 
is mainly rural, and thus it is an accepted 
Indian principle that residential segregation 
should exist. . 

Since that is the case, why should Indians 
complain if their own principle and practice 
are considered to be good and wise in South 
Africa? I am neither condemning nor defel).
ding segregation; I merely point out that it 
is an Indian principle, and that it is therefore 
wrong to make segregation in South Mrica a 
matter for heated controversy, to the detriment 
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of the happiness of the whole country. There 
is no reason for Indians to think that segrega
tion is necessarily a mark of inferiority. It is 

' only a work-a-day expedient for mutual 
happiness and contentment till a better one 
is found. Indeed, it may be said that segrega
tion is a natural human instinct. Jews 
naturally gravitate to the east end of London; 
European aliens to Soho; Medical Specialists 
to Harley Street; Barristers to the Temple; 
Diamond Merchants to Hatton Gardens; 
and so on. In South Africa segregation is 
only a common-sense modus vivendi; and so 
long as it is mutually agreed upon is socially 
inoffensive. The "pegging" legislation of 
1943 is only a temporary measure, subjeCt: to 
revision in 1946. 

The equity or otherwise of Indian trading 
being confined to certain localities is easily 
settled. It is a faCt: that the Indian trader can 
undersell the European, and so drive him out 
of business. - Live and let -live is a perfectly 
sound moral principle. And in spite of this 
limitation the honest and industrious and 
efficient Indian trader does as a matter of fact 
make, for his mode of life, quite a good living. 

XII.-THE FRANCHISE 

Th~ grant of the franchise to Indians 
throughout the Union as something just and 
right must inevitably come up for serious 
,-consideration; and the sooner a sound guiding 
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principle is arrived at the better it will be. 
The franchise should be for both municipal 
and parliamentary purposes. It must be 
remembered as a simple historical fact that 
parliamentary and municipal democratic 
governments have only been established in 
Britain after long centuries of experience and 
training; they have not been something 
imported from without, but evolved from 
within; and · universal adult suffrage for men 
and women are of comparative. recent date. 

The franchise for Indians in South Africa 
would be something in the nature of a foreign 
importation. It must therefore saturate them 
and become a part of their mental and moral 
make-up. A more educated type of Indian 
citizen is growing up in South Africa, and the 
time cannot be far distant when democratic 
ideas will be as native to them as to Britishers. 
When · that time arrives it will be right that 
they should be given both the municipal and 
parliamentary franchise. 

XIII.-RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION 

The conception of the British Common
wealth as a great family of free peoples of 
diverse races, creeds and .cultures, living 
together in harmony and unity n9t by compul
sion but by choice, striving for the welfare of 
each other as well as their own, and showing 
justice and good-will to all the world, is a 
noble conception of what human relationships 
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should be. The British Commonwealth,. 
capable of improvement of course, is a model 
of what a World Commonwealth might well 
be; and is supremely worthy of the high 
allegiance of all its members. 

It is therefore imperative, not only for the 
welfare of the Union but of the whple" British 
Commonwealth, that the status of Indians. 
in South Africa should be settled 'as speedily 
as possible ill a spirit of good will. Let the 
Europeans of the Union generously acknow
ledge the simple historic faa that the present 
prosperity of South Africa is to no small 
extent based on the patient industry of the 
humble Indian peasants who were brought 
into the country, and regard their descendants 
not as aliens but as fellow citizens to whom 
regard and justice are due. Let the Indian 
citizens of the Union with equal generosity 
recognise that they alre~dy enjoy large and 
ever expanding opportunities for a good life ; 
that their lot in life, despite the present dis
abilities under which they labour, is generally 
good; that they enjoy the protection and 
most of the privileges of a great British 
Dominion; that the:y should cultivate a spirit 
of patriotism towards it as their motherland ; 
and that by their own sustained efforts for 
mental, social, cultural, and all other develop
ments, they will secure a position second to 
none in the whole human family. 
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XIV.-EvENTS 	 LEfuJ1NG TO THE PRETORIA 
AGREEMENT ~ 

Since the first publication of this booklet 
further developments have taken place in 
regard to the Indian problem in South Africa, 
and it is advisable that the position should be 
brought up to date. 

"Attention is invited to Section VIII. 
The "Pegging" Act of 1943 aroused bitter 
dmtroversy in India, despite the fact that it 
was only meant to be a temporising measure 
giving time to find a better ,and more 
permanent solution. It is therefore necessary 
to enquire whether the agitation it caused was 
justifiable. 

Let it be remembered that the Indian 
community in South Africa has a standard of 
life generally higher and better than that of 
communities of the same social standing in
Asiatic countries. It is not true that Indians 
in South Africa are badly off because they are 
unfairly treated. On the contrary, they are 
a progressive people who are ,steadily growing 
more prosperous because of th~ conditions 
under which they live, which in the main are 
just and good.. Nevertheless, their standard 
-of living falls below that of the South African 
European. The great majority are financially 
unable to purChase properties in the European 
'quarters, or reside in them. Moreover, differ
ences of social codes and habits would make 
residential' contacts between them and 
Europeans uneasy and uncomfortable for both. 
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The great majority of Indians in South Africa 
have neither the desire nor the means to 
reside in the European quarters. In its aCl:uaf 

_	operation, therefore, the Pegging ACl: could 
only aff~Cl: that small fraCl:ion of the Indian 
community which is wealthy enough to pur
chase, and to reside, ' in properties in the 
European quarters. And further, when such 
properties have been purchased they have 
been more for profitable investment than for 
residence. 

No right-thinking and fair-minded person 
could possibly agree that the good relations 
between the 400 millions of India and the 

- Dominion of South Africa should be jeopard
ised merely to allow a few wealthy Indians to
grow wealthier, seeing that there are many 
other ways for the investment of their wealth~ 
To cause dis~armony between India and South 
Africa for such a purpose w0l:lld' be wrong 
indeed. The vested interests of a few wealthy 
Indians should not be allowed to over-ride 
and menace the cordial relations which should 
subsist between two great m~mber states df 
the British Commonwealth., While they ought 
to receive due and just consideration, they 
must not confliCl: with far higher and nobler 
interests. From the purely economic point of 
view, the heated agitation in India against 
the Pegging ACl: cannot be justified. 

But there is another and more vital aspeCl:., 
The Pegging Act legalised segregation which 
before had been a voluntary and mutually 
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agreed arrangement between the two com
munities. Indians, not only in South Africa 
but in India itself, felt keenly that they had 
thereby been legally stigmatised as an inferior 
grade of British citizens. That feeling needs 
respectful and sympathetic consideration. It 

'needs to be eradicated for the welfa're and 
happiness of the whole .British Commonwealth. 
I respectfully suggest that this desire for 
segregation is mainly due to social incompat
ibility rather than to racial prejudice. It is 
natural for people of the same way of living 
and thinking to want to be together. I do 
not think that an Englishman would be a 
welcome tesident in the Brahmin or high caste 
quar~ers of Ben ares ! And the lack ofweJcome 
would not be due to any racial prejudice ,on 
the part of the Brahmin or high caste man. 
Let Indians look at the problem in this light 
and much of their hostility to well-defined ' 
European and Indian areas in Natal, and in 
Durban and other towns, will subside. 

", , 

. Nevertheless, the best way to have these 
well-defined residential areas is' by mutual 
agreement and not by legislation. And such 
agreement should ,not be too difficult to arrive 
at. Since Europeans in South Africa are 
anxious to keep properties in their areas in 
their own hands, it should be quite a simple 
matter to ' regard it purely as a business 
transaction, which in fact it is. Let them 
form .a European Property Purchasing Fund 
of their own for the purchase of European 
properties when they are up for sale. The 
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banks' could easily arrange this. There is no 
need to iN.voke the aid of legislation to prevent 
European properties falling into Indian hands, 
causing as it does bitter friction and mis
understandings. It is in essence a commercial 
matter and should be dealt with in accordance 
with ordinary commercial methods. No racial 
questions would then arise, and the Dominion _, 
Government would be saved much difficulty. 
Reverting to my statement that an Englishman 
would not be a welcome resident in the 
Brahmin or high caste quarters of Benares, I 
can well imagine that if the practice threatened 
to become general, the Brahmins and high 
castes might be clamouring for legislation to 
prevent it! Imagination and consideration 
for each others points of view ought to settle 
this not-so-difficult matter. 

XV.-THE PRETORIA AGREEMENT AND THE 

Rl!-SIDENTIAL PROPERTY REGULATION 

ORDINANCE 

As a result of the agitation in India 
against the " Pegging Act" the Governmynt 
of India in 1943 passed the '~Reciprocity 
Act," by which it took to itself powers to impose 
the same disabilities .on South African 
Europeans -in India as the Dominion" Govern
ment imposed on Indians in South Africa. 
But with a wise and commendable moderation 
the Indian Government did not then take 
any hasty retaliatory measures. With .. an 
equal and laudable wisdom, Field-Marshal 
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Smuts, in deference to Indian feeling and 
in order to allay it, invited representatives of 
the Natal Indian Congress to meet him and 
certain of his ministers to find a solution 
which would be equitable to both Indians and 
Europeans. And here it is necessary to point 
out that it is not true that the Dominion 
Government are indifferent to Indian senti
ment and feeling. As a result of the meeting 
there emerged ip June, 1944, what became 
known as "The Pretoria Agreement," which 
the Indian representatives accepted. Its main 
feature was that ' residence in each others 
quarters sholJ,ld be regulated by a joint 
Occupation Board consisting of two Europeans, 
two Indians, and a European, preferably a 
lawyer, as Cha:irman. This arrangement met 
with a favourable response in India" as under 
it Indians would have an equal voice with 
Europeans, it being of course rightly assumed 
that the European Chairman would act with 
stria impartiality regarding the merits of each 
~ase. 

But while under the "Pretoria Agree
ment" residence in each others areas was 
'Specifically provided for, it made no specific 
mention of how purchase of properties in each 
others areas was to be regulated. Such an 
omission left it in doubt as to whether each 
party was free to purchase properties in each 
-others areas. When steps were being taken 
to give formal and official validity to the 
" Pretoria Agreement" the strong European 
opposition to this omission made it impossible 
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to carry it through in it~ original form. A 
Select Committee of tpe Natal Legislature 
accordingly recommended that the " Pretoria 
Agreement" should be amended so as to 
regulate acquisition as well as residence; in. 
other words, Indians were not free to buy 
European properties, and vice versa, all pur

. chases being made strictly subject to regulation. 
and control. Accepting the recommendation 
of their SeleCt Committee the Natal Provincial 
Council in November, 1944, passe~ a new 
Ordinance entitled "The Residential Property 
Regulation Ordinance," the principle of which 
was that no member of one race shall purchase 
or reside in a dwelling formerly occupied by 
a member of the other race, without the 
sanction of Local Boards ,to be set up for the 
purpose, consisting of three Europeans and 
two Indians. There was als'o a specific pro
vision that ·where a European wishes to sell 
residential property in a mainly European 
area to a non-European, or vice versa, the 
Natal Housing Board shall have the immediate' 
option to purchase the property. 

Indians took strong exception to this 
drastic limitation of what they considered their 
right to purchase, contending that it was not 
in the" Pretoria Agreement," but the Natal 
Legislature held that such control was implicit 
therein. The passing of this new Ordinance 
by the Natal Provincial Council once again 
aroused very bitter and heated agitation in 
India, and the Government of India now took _ 
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retaliatory measures under the powers gIVen 
them by the Reciprocity Aer. 

But the new Ordinance could not become 
law until it h,ad received the assent of the 
Governor General in Council. Acting on the 
advice of Field Marsh.v Smuts that "~ssent 
be reserved," the Governor General in Council 
has reserved assent, and the new Ordinance 
is therefore dropped and has no further effect. 
The " Pegging Aer" thus remains in force till 
April, 1946, and in the interval the whole 
position will again be considered, and other 
ways be explored for a settlement satisfactory 
to both parties. Such is the position to date. 
But it is right that it should again be pointed 
out that the South African Government so far 
from being indifferent to Indian sentiment have 
again shown by "reserving assent" their 
deference to it. 

XVI.-A SURVEY 

It would be grievous indeed if India and 
South Africa, two vital members of the British 
Commonwealth, could not come to a happy 
solution of the' difficulties involved. With 
good.:will ori both sides, and a mutual desire to 
see each others point of view and so help each 
other to solve the problem, an arrangement 
satisfaerory and fair to both .communities can 
easily be arrived at. For the problem is 
essentially simple and limited in scope. The 
causes of ffierion are almost entirely confined 
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to Natal, and mainly to Durban. Of the 
220,000 Asiatics, mainly Indian, in the whole 
of the Dominion no less th~lllI 84,000 are in 
Natal. The Transvaal has an Indian popula
tion of 25,000, and the Cape Province 10,500. 

The Orange Free State has only 30. In the 
Cape Province 'Indians have both the 
municipal and the parliamentary franchise. 
Durban has an European population of 95,000 

and an Indian population of 88,000. Surely 
the affairs of this small Indian colony can be 
settled to the satisfaCtion of all concerned. 

The Indian colony in South Africa is 
progressive, industrious, intelligent, and sober. 
'They are frugal. They live simply. They save 
money, and know that they can safely invest 
their savings. They enjoy all the blessings of 
law and order which a great Dominion up
holds. Education is freely at their disposal. 
All the professions are open to them. They 
,can engage in any business they like. Their 
:standardof life to-day is vastly higher than 
that of their humble forefathers who came 
into the country as indentured labourers. 
They could not have made the rapid and sub
stantial progress they have made unless the 
South African Government had given them 
conditions of life which made such progress 
possible. It is true that they suffer from a few 
disabilities which ought to be put right. The 
Indian newspapers are doing a grave disservice 
to the ca,use 'of truth and good-will by not 
generously acknowledging that Indians in 

.South Africa are a progressive and thriving 
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colony, and that therefore their general con
ditions of life, which they share with the 
Europeans, must be good. 

Race prejudices, alas, are not confined to
South Africa. But that is no reason why they 
should not be removed from a great British 
Dominion of the moral stature ofSouth Africa. 
Courtesy costs nothing, but it ennobles. A 
great step will be taken towards the solution ' 
of the Indian problem in South Africa if 
Europeans ' will show to Indians the same 
courtesy -and regard which well-mannered 
Europeans show to one another. The Indian 
has an innate sense of courtesy, and courtesy 
shown to him enhances his respeCt and regard 
for those who show it. Discourtesy is de
grading, individually and nationally. They 
will think all the more highly of Europeans for 
showing courtesy, and race contaCts will' be 
happier. The Churches must play the leading 
part in the elimination of. race prejudices in 
South Africa. 

The buying and selling of property are 
essentially commercial transactions, and unless 
there, are good reasons to the contrary should 
be transacted accordingly. If South African 
Europeans were poor and unable to look after 
their own interests, there would be good reason 
for them to invoke governmental and legal aid 
in preventing their properties falling into 
Indian hands. But they are wealthy and 
powerful, and could easily arrange to buy up 
any property in ail European area as an, 
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ordinary business transaction. The suggestion 
herein made for the creation of an European 
Property Pu)'chasing Fund needs consideration. 
'The Dominion Government could then no 
longer be charged with race injustice and 
prejudice, and much of the heated controversy 
in India and among Indians in South Africa 
will' necessarily come to an end.- It seems to 
me to be wrong that Europeans should be free 
to offer their properties to non-Europeans for 
sale, and then for . the State to step in and 
legally try and prevent non-Europeans from 
purchasing what has freely been offered to 
them , for purchase. 

The franchise, both municipal and parlia
mentary, cannot and should not indefinitely be 
denied to Indians. There is no question that 
South Africa must be essentially and solidly 
European iri its life and culture. But the 
grant of the franchise to the small colony of 
Indians will in no way endanger this, or under
mine the European position. What is morally 
right is politically sound. For the welfare and 
happiness, as well as for the honour and good 
name of the whole British Commonwealth, it 
is right that the Indian colony should be given 
the franchise as soon as they have suJficiently 
advanced in democratic ideas, and have 
attained a degree of educational, social, and 
other qualifications which will enable them to 
use the vote with advantage both for them- , 
selves and for the common good of all South. 
Africa. For the democratic vote is not a 
:selfish thing but a thing for the good of all 
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others. It must be the high purpose of all 
members of the British Commonwealth of 
whatsoever race they may be, to uphold and 
enhance her honour and her destiny to be the 
moral leader of mankind in righteo!-lsness, 
justice, freedom, and truth. 

EX L.RIS 
D. BAGWANDE£N 

I-. 

" 


The Southern Publishing u,., Ltd., 130 North Street, Brighton-D6461 



BRITISH INDIA COMMONWEALm LEAGUE 

P resident: 

TH E LORD RADSTOCK . 

Vice-Presidents: 

SIR EVELYN B. HOWELL, K.C.I .E., C.S.I. 
T. EDMUND HARVEY, Esq., M.A. , M.P. 

MAJOR 	E. F. HOLLAND, Royal Garhwal Rifles 

(Retired). 


J. CHINNA DURAl, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

PHILIP F. SKOTTO WE, Esq., Ll.B., 


Barrister-at-Law. 

SIR ALFRED T HOMAS DAVIES, K .B. E. , C.B., D.L. 

Alderman EDWARD DENNE, F.R.G.S. • 
FRANK DERRY, Esq. 


SIR CHARLES MORGAN-WEBB, Kt ., C.S.1. 


Honorary Treasurer : ........ 

Captain ANDREW D'CR UZ, . 
56 Marshal Avenue, Bognor Regis, Sussex. 

H~norary Secretary: . 

Rev. PITT BONARJ EE, 
22 Salisbury Road, Hove, Sussex. 

AIMS AND OBJECTS : 

,To promote mutual understanding and goodwill between 
Britain and India, and to create' in I ndia a Common
wealth Consciousness which will enable her to become 
a happy and equal partner in the British Common

wealth of Free Peoples. 

,Annual Subscrip tion 2/6 


