
t::
I 

t::
I 

1-
3 

c:::
 

c..
 

g}
 

u 
tv

 
~

. 

H
 

!
-

.~

~ 
S

 
""

-<
 

b 
('~
 

H
0 

I-d
 

0 
H

 
~
 

H
 

~
 

1-
3 

!;;
::!

 
f--<

! 
~
 

1-
3 

I±
I 

H
 

I~
0 

""
-!

~-
~

-
C

) 
~
.J
 

C
. 

1-
3 

0
1 

~ 
~

. i
 

(C
 

0 
'-

.,i
 

C
 

u-
ri

 
1-

3 
t-

i 
p:

: 
0 9 

-
>

 

~ 
~
 

P:1
r--I

 
~
 

H
 

~
J
 

0 
f·:

J 
~
 

-J
 

L 
: 

• 



!=
' 

• 
~
 

~~
 

,.. ii
i 

iX " 
I.Io

f -



EX LIlliS 

D. BAGWAHDEEN 

The Indian in South Africa 


PAMPHLET No.2. 

THE SO-~ALLED ~~GHETTO" A~T 

Indian propagandists have dubbed the "Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representa
tion Act, 1946," the "GHETTO" Act and even the "Gutter" Act. In so doing they 
have been guilty of a plain lie. These Indian propagandists have spread their false version 
of the Act all over the world. In a letter to the U.S.A. Congress and leading business 
men in the States they said: 

"South Africa is now in the midst of one of its phases of maltreatment against 
the Indian citizens." 

They also say that "a tide of horror and anger is sweeping over India" ; that the Act has 
been denounced in America "as shocking to liberal Americans, and 'red retrogression in 
racial relations'." 

These anti-South African sentiments are based on misapprehension and falsehoods, 
supplied by a few self-styled Indian leaders and propagandists. 

It is always safe to denounce far-distant sinners, and the Indian propagandists re
mind one of the words of the immortal Josh Billings, who said: 

"It is dredful eazy tew be a phool. A man ken be one and not kno it." 

Moreover, it is axiomatic that the more mendacious the propaganda the more effective it 
is. For the time being. But then, generally, the mischief has been done. 

The much-maligned "Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act" has given 
the Indian community in Natal a status that it did not previously possess. Until 1946 the 
great majority of Indians were not regarded as part of the permanent population of this 
country. For many years a scheme under which they could be repatriated to India was 
in operation. Now they have been accepted as permanent residents in South Africa, and 
have been granted representation in both the Houses of Parliament and the Provincial Council. 

The Act does NOT place Indians in "ghettoes." Though their right to penetrate into areas 
set aside for other races has been restricted, a substantial part of Natal has been left free 
of restriction in order to enable the Indians to develop to the full. These sections include 



some of the most valuable land in Durban and Pietermaritzburg, the main cities of Natal. 
The rights of Indians who already own property in restricted areas have been COM

PLETEL Y PROTECTED for all time. Furthermore, even in these areas Indians may 
obtain permits to acquire property from other ra~es, and the constitution of the Board 

that authorises the issue of permits makes provision for two of the five members to be 
Indians. 

The present Indian community in Natal is largely descended from the "Untouchable" 
Caste in India-the "Scheduled Classes"-and the Indian way of life is entirely different 

from the European. For the sake of both communities zoning is indispensable, and this 
zoning is what the Act is intended to effect. It is as much in the interests of the Indians 

as it is in the interests of the white races. 

The same problem that exists between the Moslem and Hindu in India exists in 

Natal also. Moslem and Hindu do not inter-marry, do not feed at the same table or take 

food or drink from the same hands; they live in separate quarters, as in India, worship 
different gods and flame into violent antagonism over such matters as the killing of cows, 

which are venerated by the Hindu, or music within the hearing of the mosque, which is 
anathema to the Moslem. 

The new Act, therefore, is sufficiently liberal for people with these complexes-people 

whose recent politico-religious discussions (?) in Calcutta, in Bombay, in Delhi, and 

elsewhere, were intensely tragic, their much-vaunted "Satygraha" (passive resistance or 
soul-force) notwithstanding. 

From an Indian journal published here in Natal we read: 

"Another Moslem-Hindu clash is predicted when the Moslems celebrate the 
end of Ramadan." 

Four thousand people were killed and I 1,000 wounded in the recent "discussions" 
between Moslems and Hindus in Calcutta. 

There is no room for this type of behaviour in South Africa. So, in the interests of 
all races, the "Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Act" has been passed. 

Issued under the joint auspices of the Durban City 

Council and the Durban Joint Wards Committee. 


E.P. &: C.P . OURBAN 
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The Indian In outh Africa 


Pamphlet No.3. 

HOW INDIAN HEALTH IS SAFEGUARDED 
IN NATAL 

HOSPITALISATION.-All Durban Indian residents, irrespective of financial 
circumstances, receive FREE treatment (at the City Council's expense) in respect of any 
infectious diseases, including Tuberculosis and Venereal Disease. Treatment is either in 

~, hospital or at out-patient clinics. 

TUBERCULOSIS.-Whilst the Indian bread-winners are in hospital, the City Health 
Department arranges grants-in-aid for necessitous families. Until the bread-winner 
recovers, a Municipally-employed Indian Health Assistant invariably acts as the family 
helper. During the past year, 622 cases of tuberculosis were specially investigated by 
these Health Assistants. Patients are advised of the benefits to be obtained from hos
pitalisation and, in every case, arrangements made (involving transport) for family and 
other contacts to be tuberculin-tested, screened or X-rayed WITHOUT CHARGE. Over 
the year 1945/6

4,885 contacts were tuberculin-tested, screened or X-rayed; 
2,975 visits were made to patients' homes; and 
1,080 Indian tuberculotics were cared for in hospital. 

There is a traditional reluctance on the part of Indian females to train as hospital 
nurses, with the result that every case of tuberculosis amongst Indians has to be nursed 
by other races. 

The City Council has recently erected and equipped AN ULTRA - MODERN 
CLINIC where facilities are available for routine radiography and out-patient treatment 
of the Indian population. Moreover, it is intended, in the near future, to provide a special 
polyclinic for Durban Indians. 

In addition, the City Council has rendered financial and other assistance in connec
tion with the establishment and maintenance of an Indian Tuberculosis Settlement just 
outside Durban. 

VENEREAL DISEASES.-Apart from in-patient treatment, the Indian community 
is able to attend daily at a Special Clinic staffed by the Municipality. An Indian Health 
Assistant is employed full-time for the purpose of following-up cases or contacts of 
venereal disease amongst Indians. 

OTHER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.-The City Health Department offers the 
Indian community FREE protection from Smallpox, Diphtheria, Typhoid and Whooping 
Cough. Immunisation schedules are arranged as a regular feature and, for the convenience 
of families, mobile units have been specially organised for all suburbs. The following 
sta tistics show the number of Indians immunised during the past year: 

Smallpox Diphtheria Typhoid Whooping Cough 
389 8,250. 456 80 

SMALLPOX.-During an epidemic in 1944, the City Health Department vaccinated 
more than 100,000 Indians without charge. Public Health control was made exceedingly 



difficult because many Indians were concealing cases. The Indian community is now 
well protected against the disease, solely in consequence of the City Council's interest 
in their wellbeing. 

ENTERIC ("Carriers").-A free vi-testing service is also available weekly to Indians 
engaged in the food-handling trade. 

CIllLD HYGIENE.-A special staff comprising European Health Visitors and 
Indian assistants has been appointed to help the Indian population. Daily clinic sessions 
are held at the Magazine Barracks, where most of the City Council's Indian employees 
and families are housed, whilst bi-weekly sessions take place at three other centres in the 
City. During the past year, 7,453 Infants (-I year) and 8,223 children (1-6 years) 
attended these clinics. 

Expectant Indian mothers are encouraged to attend bi-weekly sessions at a central 
clinic. There were 3,291 attendances over the past year. 

The City Health Department has trained more than 200 Indian midwives, of whom 
134 are at present practising. The scheme was introduced in the absence of hospital 
training. All Indian women practising midwifery were given six.months' intensive training. 
A film depicting ante-natal treatment, management of labour and treatment in the puer
perium was also specially made for demonstration purposes. Indian midwives, who 
incidentally are able to have their dressings and appliances sterilised every day on the 
Department's premises, are supervised bya European midwife, assisted by an Indian 
midwife-interpreter. 

The Child Hygiene programme amongst the Indian community also includes

(a) 	visit to every birth; 
(b) 	monthly visit to all "protected" infants and children (i.e. problem children 

referred by the magistrate for care to Homes, Institutions, etc.); 
(c) 	 free issue of dried milk for babies; 
(d) free issue of soya bean flour and "soupmix" in necessitous cases. 
PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION.-The Indian enjoys priority in this phase of 

the departmental programme. Subjects covered by lectures, demonstrations and films 
include Infectious and Communicable Diseases, Immunisation, Nutrition, Food-handler 
Hygiene, Pest Control and Personal Hygiene. Much pUblicity is given to the free medical 
and other services available to Indians. One of the major problems to be overcome is the 
religions objection of certain castes to destroying vermin. 

HEALTH CENTRES.-A chain of health centres has been started in Natal by the 
Vruon Government. Indian families are thus able to obtain free health advice and 
medical treatment. A feature of the scheme is the training of Indians to serve their own 
community. 

. . 	 ALL THE ABOVE SERVICES ARE FREE! . 

CAN IT BE SAID THAT THE INDIANS IN NATAL 
ARE BEING OPPRESSED AND NEGLECTED 
FROM THE HEALTH POINT OF VIEW? 

Issued under the joint auspices of the Durban City Council and the Durban Joint Wards 

Committee. 


e.p. & C .P .OURBAN 



The Indian in South Africa 

Pamphlet No. 4a. 

THE SO·C..~LLED PASSIVE RESISTANCE 

fX lIBRIS 
C.R, G~;I(ANliEEN 

MOVE~IENT 

Indian propagandists are indulging in a campaign of mendacity in order to. discredit 
the " ASIATIC LAND TENURE AND INDIAN REPRESENTATION ACT" 

They have started a movement which, called "Passive Resistance," is supposed to 
be based on Mr. Ghandi's doctrine of "Satygraha" (passive resistance, or soul force) 
and they are trying to represent this movement as constituting resistance to the operations 
of the aforementioned Act. The term "Passive Resistance" is purposely misleading. 
Their activities, at present, are confined to trespassing on Corporation land, i.e. law break
ing and not law resisting. As common trespassers, these self-styled "passive resisters" 
are, upon conviction by the Courts, sentenced to pay a small fine , or, failing this , go to 
prison for a few weeks. It is part of their plan to elect to go to prison, a plan that has 
enabled them to obtain further publicity by alleging ill-treatment of the prisoners. For 
example:

"PRISON HORRORS AND INDIGNITIES IN SMUTS' RAJ " is the head
line of a cabled article by A. 1. Meer, Secretary of the Natal Indian Congress, ap
pearing in the Indian newspaper "Blitz," published in Bombay. 

"Those who have now been released after serving their term of imprisonment," 
writes Mr. Meer, "relate tales of horror of jail life which are not dissimilar to those 
perpetrated by the Nazis in Belsen or Buchenwald." 
And so on. 
Their complaint of ill-treatment was investigated by Mr. J. R. Sullivan, Labour 

M.P., who is not a Government supporter, and who is the acknowledged friend of 
the non-European. 
His comments were :

"I gathered the definite impression that, notwithstanding the rigorous treatment 
in South African prisons, the Indians' lot as prisoners in the Durban Gaol is not 
such as to warrant the extreme complaints that have appeared in the Press regarding 
inhumanity, severity and unnecessary humiliation." 
The evidence of some of the passive resisters, too, is interesting :-
Mrs. H. Khan of Johannesburg came to Durban expressly to take part in the passive 

resistance movement. After her release from prison she told a representative of the 
"Natal Daily News"

"Women resisters are not being harshly treated in the Durban Central Prison 
... we had a lovely time . . . I wanted to stay ... it was not like jail at all. " 
These remarks were reported in the "Natal Daily News" of 23rd August, 1946, and 

were endorsed by Mrs. B. Gengan, who had served twenty-three days' sentence, seven 
days being remitted for good behaviour. 

Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee was recently released from jail and, addressing a meeting 
of Indians, said that he had had a particularly happy time. "I was His Majesty's guest," 
he said, "They took particular care of me." 

A large percentage of the passive resisters are unemployed Indians who have nothing 
to lose by going to jail. While they are serving their brief sentences, the Movement, 
which makes persistent calls on the Indian community for funds, supports their wives 
and families . Already according to one Indian newspaper the amount refunded in this 
way during the months of July and August reached a total of £8,684 12s. 4d. In this 
case, therefore, "martyrdom" has a definite financial value. 

Issued under the joint auspices of the Durban City 

Council and the Durban Joint Wards Committee. 


E.P.& c. 
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Pamphlet No.3. 

HOW INDIAN HEALTH IS SAFEGUARDED 

IN NATAL 


HOSPITALISATION.-All Durban Indian residents, irrespective of financial 
circumstances, receive FREE treatment (at the City Council's expense) in respect of any 
infectious diseases, including Tuberculosis and Venereal Disease. Treatment is either in 
hospital or at out-patient clinics. 

TUBERCULOSIS.-Whilst the Indian bread-winners are in hospital, the City Health 
Department arranges grants-in-aid for necessitous families. Until the bread-winner 
recovers, a Municipally-employed Indian Health Assistant invariably acts as the family 
helper.. During the past year, 622 cases of tuberculosis were specially investigated by 
these Health Assistants. Patients are advised of the benefits to be obtained from hos
pitalisation and, in every case, arrangements made (involving transport) for family and 
other contacts to be tuberculin-tested, screened or X-rayed WITHOUT CHARGE. Over 
the year 1945/6

4,885 contacts were tuberculin-tested, screened or X-rayed; 
2,975 visits were made to patients' homes; and 
1,080 Indian tuberculotics were cared for in hospital. 

There is a traditional reluctance on the part of Indian females to train as hospital 
nurses, with the result that every case of tuberculosis amongst Indians has to be nursed 
by other races. 

The City Council has recently erected and equipped AN ULTRA - MODERN 
CLINIC where facilities are available for routine radiography and out-patient treatment 
of the Indian population. Moreover, it is intended, in the near future, to provide a special 
polyclinic for Durban Indians. 

In addition, the City Council has rendered financial and other assistance in connec
tion with the establishment and maintenance of an Indian Tuberculosis Settlement just 
outside Durban. 

VENEREAL DISEASES.-Apart from in-patient treatment, the Indian community 
is able to attend daily at a Special Clinic staffed by the Municipality. An Indian Health 
Assistant is employed full-time for the -purpose of following-up cases or contacts of 
venereal disease amongst Indians. 

OTHER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.-The City Health Department offers the 
Indian community FREE protection from Smallpox, Diphtheria, Typhoid and Whooping 
Cough. Immunisation schedules are arranged as a regular feature and, for the convenience 
of families, mobile ' units have been specially organised for all suburbs. The following 
sta tis tics show the number of Indians immunised during the past year: 

Smallpox Diphtheria Typhoid Whooping Cough 
389 8,250 456 80 

SMALLPOX.-During an epidemic in 1944, the City Health Department vaccinated 
more than 100,000 Indians without charge. Public Health control was made exceedingly 



difficult because many Indians were concealing cases. The Indian community is now 
well protected against the disease, solely in consequence of the City Council's interest 
in their wellbeing. 

ENTERIC ("Carriers").-A free vi-testing service is also available weekly to Indians 
engaged in the food-handling trade. 

CHILD HYGIENE.-A special staff comprising European Health Visitors and 
Indian assistants has been appointed to help the Indian population. Daily clinic sessions 
are held at the Magazine Barracks, where most of the City Council's Indian employees 
and families are housed, whilst bi-weekly sessions take place at three other centres in the 
City. During the past year, 7,453 infants (-1 year) and 8,223 children (1-6 years) 
attended these clinics. 

Expectant Indian mothers are encouraged to attend bi-weekly sessions at a central 
clinic. There were 3,291 attendances over the past year. 

The City Health Department has trained more than 200 Indian midwives, of whom 
134 are at present practising. The scheme was introduced in the absence of hospital 
training. All Indian women practising midwifery were given six months' intensive training. 
A film depicting ante-natal treatment, management of labour and treatment in the puer
perium was also specially made for demonstration purposes. Indian midwives, who 
incidentally are able to have their dressings and appliances sterilised every day ·on the 
Department's premises, are supervised by a European midwife, assisted by an Indian 
mid wife-interpreter. 

The Child Hygiene programme amongst the Indian community also includes

(a) 	visit to every birth; 
(b) 	 monthly visit to all "protected" infants and children (i.e. problem children 

referred by the magistrate for care to Homes, Institutions, etc.); 
(c) 	 free issue of dried milk for babies; 
(d) free issue of soya bean flour and "soupmix" in necessitous cases. 
PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCAllON.-The Indian enjoys priority in this phase of 

the departmental programme. Subjects covered by lectures, demonstrations and films 
include Infectious and Communicable Diseases, Immunisation, Nutrition, Food-handler 
Hygiene, Pest Control and Personal Hygiene. Much publicity is given to the free medical 
and other services available to Indians. One of the major problems to be overcome is the 
religious objection of certain castes to destroying vermin. 

HEALTH CENTRES.-A chain of health centres has been started in Natal by the 
Union Government. Indian families are thus able to obtain free health advice and 
medical treatment. A feature of the scheme is the training of Indians to serve their own 
community. 

• . 	 ALL THE ABOVE SERVICES ARE FREE ! . 

CAN IT BE SAID THAT THE INDIANS IN NATAL 
ARE BEING OPPRESSED AND NEGLECTED 
FROM THE HEALTH POINT OF VIEW? 

Issued under the joint auspices of the Durban City Council and the Durban Joint Wards 

Committee. 


E .P . & C.P.DURBAN 



---

I 
The Indian in South Africa 


Pampbl,' No. 4a. I_ _E~ IIBRIS 

THE SO-C..~LLED PASSIVE RESISTANC~ '" §"'i;JWAND£EH ~ 
MOVEMENT 

Indian propagandists are indulging in a campaign of mendacity in order to. discredit 
the "ASIATIC LAND TENURE AND INDIAN REPRESENTATION ACT" 

They have started a movement which, called "Passive Resistance," is supposed to 
be based on Mr. Ghandi's doctrine of " Satygtaha" (passive resistance, or soul force) 

- and they are trying to represent this movement as constituting resistance to the operations 
of the ' aforementioned Act. The term " Passive Resistance" is purposely misleading. 
Theil4tctT'vities, at present, are confined to trespassing on Corporation land, i.e. law break
ing amf not law resisting. As common trespassers, these self-styled " passive resisters" 
are; upon conviction by the Courts, sentenced to pay a small fine , or, failing this, go to .---. 
pfl.s.pn for a few weeks. It is part of their plan to elect to go to prison, a plan that has 
enabled them to obtain further publicity by alleging ill-treatment of the prisoners. For 
example:

"PRISON HORRORS AND INDIGNITIES IN SMUTS' RAJ" is the head
line of a cabled article by A. T. Meer, Secretary of the Natal Indian Congress, ap- • 
pearing in the Indian newspaper "Blitz," published in Bombay. 

"Those who have now been released after serving their term of imprisonment," 
writes Mr. Meer, "relate tales of horror of jail life which are not dissimilar to those 
perpetrated by the Nazis in Belsen or Buchenwald." 
And so on. 
Their complaint of ill-treatment was investigated by Mr. J. R. Sullivan, Labour 

M.P., who is not a Government supporter, and who is the acknowledged friend of 
the non-European. 
His comments were :

" [ gathered the definite impression that , notwithstanding .the rigorous treatment 
in South African prisons, the Indians' lot as prisoners in the Durban Gaol is not 
such as to warrant the extreme complaints that have appeared in the Press regarding 
inhumanity, severity and unnec'essary humiliation. " 
The evidence of some of the passive resisters, too, is interesting :

~- Mrs. H. Khan of Johannesburg came to Durban expressly to take part in the passive 
resistance movement. After her release from prison she told a representative of the 
"Natal Daily News"

"Women resisters are not being harshly treated in the Durban Central Prison 
... we had a lovely time ... I wanted to stay ... it was not like jail at all." 

"', These remarks were reported in the "Natal Daily News" of 23rd August, 1946, and 
~re. endorsed by Mrs. B. Gengan, who had served twenty-three days' sentence, seven 

" da'ys being remitted for good behaviour. 
Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee was recently released from jail and, addressing a meeting 

of Indians, said that he had had a particularly happy time. "I was His Majesty's guest," 
he said, "They took particular care of me." 

A large percentage of the passive resisters are unemployed Indians who have nothing 
to lose by going to jail. While they are serving their brief sentences, the Movement, 
whjch makes persistent calls on the Indian community for funds , supports their wives 
and families . Already according to one Indian newspaper the amount refunded in this 
way during the months of July and August reached a total of £8,684 125. 4d. In this 
case, therefore, "martyrdom" has a definite financial value. 

Issued under the joint auspices of the Durban City .... 
Council and the Durban Joint Wards Committee. 

. P. DURBAN 
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