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people. They sing songs as ancient as the hills 
of India and if they expire the last link with 
the music of the early indentured labourers 
will be lost. But if we look at the theatrical 
companies and count the number of people 
who sit throughout their own shows we are 
encouraged. These companies give good en-
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tertainment. If there is a complaint against 
them it is that many of their artists are like 
unpolished diamonds-lacking refinement. 

In spite of these faults the companies do a 
great service to the world of Indian music. Let 
us hope that they will still be here in another 
cne hundred years. $0 ... e fie ... ini•~en~e• o/ 

$oall. rJnJian $elller• 

THE early Tamil pioneers came to Natal 
with their religion and imm~diately set 

about establishing it in their new environ
ment. The new conditions and situations had 
their influences on the practices and beliefs of 
these people. The Tamilians of those early 
days and the Telugus regarded themselves as 
one entity. 

Their social contacts grew, and one learnt 
the language of the other. There was no 
real difference between them in modes of 
worship, the observance of religious festivals 
and the celebration of historical and religious 
events such as Deepavali, Tihai Pujay, Karthik 
Deepam, Puratasi Fasting, Sarasvati Pujay, 
Ganas Jayanti, Krishna Jayanti and others. 
This close relationship and friendliness led to 
absorption of each other's social standards. 

The South Indian group showed early evi
dence of a desire to live in friendship with 
other racial groups, which inhabited the 
country. This remarkable achievement on 
their part evoked praise from White colonists 
and others as to their dependability and their 

By S. R. NAIDOO 

ing brought with them their bits of religious 
practices, usages and customs, dance and 
drama from their villages and cites in South 
India to a strange country which was to be
come their own. They were mostly illiterate, 
but in their blood veins ran culture, spirit 
of religion and ethics. Their ancient civilisa
tion, culture, the epic stories of the Ramayana 
and the Mahabarata, the spirtual experience of 
the saints and sages as contained in the Peria 
Puranam gave them solidity and depth. They 
drew abundantly from these sources and estab
lished a religious way of life akin to that in 
South India. 

Following t:he injunction "Live not in any 
place which is without a temple", they cast 
their minds about and built temples in ideal 
localities in Durban, Pietermaritzburg and else
where. These became centres of religious and 
social meetings. Trustees were appointed and 
committees formed rto carry out the work of 
the temples. Pujas were performed and fes
tivities were regularly observed according to 
the Tamil Calendar. 

frugal way of life. And, above all, they Readings from the Ramayana and the 
earned a reputation for being industrious and Mahabarata, story telling, the Katha Kalat
law abiding and were acclaimed as an abiding chapam, depicting the exploits of heroes and 
asset to the country. It was officially recorded heroines, like Rama and Sita, Pandus and 
that they turned what was a wilderness in Kauravas, Draupadi, Shakuntala and Savitri, 
Natal into a "Garden Colony" and brought Shiva and Parvati formed a regular feature of 
prosperity to the country. Their presence was religious and moral lessons. 
desirable and their permanent settlement .was They were not without entertainments. 
encouraged. Dances and drama, including folk dancing in 

At this stage if I record my reminiscences the streets, and called "Theru Koothoo ", and 
and early experiences of what I have seen, felt puppet shows in improvised pandals were or
and learnt of the religious work done by our ganised to meet the cultural needs of our 
forefathers, it would be of some interest to people. 
readers. In the social field, the rigidity of the caste 

I have often and openly said that we owe a system which was to disintegrate later, was re
deep debt of gratitude to our pioneers for hav- cognised and respected. For any breach of 
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offence against social rules ostracism was ap
plied to individual offenders-all with a view 
to maintaining the honour and respect of a 
family, which was considered as a vital part 
in the social structure of society. 

Thus the South Indian community took root. 
Charitable work was not neglected. In times 
of distress it became the duty of the com
munity to afford relief. Individual acts of 
charity by people higher in the social levels 
were freely done. Those were happy days. 
Despite the hardships they endured, people 
lived in peace and contentment. 

Above all these the importance given to the 
subject of education was astonishing even in 
those days. Wherever possible provision was 
made for the teaching of the mother-tongue in 
ope!) spaces, in small rooms, and on the 
veraitdlths of buildings overlooking streets. 
Every family saw to it that its children, es
pecially boys, attended schools and were taught 
English. The enthusiasm shown by parents in 
this direction and sacrifices made by them to 
equip their children with English education, 
laid the foundations of future progress. 

The arrival of Mahatma Gandhi (then M. K. 
Gandhi) in Natal and his work and stay among 
us added another link of solidarity to our 
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people. His presence stimulated them and 
created political consciousness. His passive 
resistance campaign, to which the Tamils also 
gave support in abundance, was another chap
ter in our turbulent history. 

The occasional visits of religious mission
aries from Indi,a to this country added 
strength to our spiritual ties with India. Mis
sionaries like Professor Parmanand, Swami 
Shankaranandji, who founded the South Afri
can Hindu Maha Sabha, Pandit Jaimini, G. K. 
Gokhale, Dr. Radhakrishnan, and others, 
deepened our interest in our religious, educa
tional and social welfare work. By and large, 
the presence of the late Rt. Honourable Srini
vasa Sastri, the Honourable Mahomed Habi
bullah, Kunwar Maharaj Singh and other dis
tinguished sons of India who represented her 
in South Africa gave us a new outlook in 
life, a new spirit and a new vis.ion. 

In recent years there has been a religious 
upsurge among our people. The astonishing 
interest shown in the spread of religious teach
ing and in spiritual development, particularly 
by our younger generation, is proof in itself 
of the progress our people are making in the 
acquisition of deeper religious knowledge, and 
love and attachment for their religion. 

<Cl.e <'#ulure o/ r/linJuis ... 
in $oull. R/ri1:a 

THE system of Hinduism I visualise in the 
future in this country, must not be as

sumed to represent the system I would per
sonally wish to see professed or practised. It 
is not my duty to advocate any particular 
form of Hinduism but to follow the, .ge:Qeral 
historical plan of studying and analysing the 
formative forces operating on and shaping 
Hinduism today, in order to arrive at some 
intelligible synthesis that may be representa
tive of Hinduism in the future in this country. 
And this at best must be regarded as purely 
speculative in view of the unpredictable 
changes taking place, almost overnight, in 
most of our institutions. South Africa is dom
inated by Western civilisation and the all-im
portant question-Will Hinduism survive in 
this country ?-must be answered first. 

We are passing through one of the most 
critical periods in human history, witnessing the 
most revolutionary changes in our political, 
social and economic system. Restlessness is 
widespread. Our religious system which un
derlines the ultimate purpose of all other sys
tems, has not escaped the serious challenges 
of the times. The impact of modern utilitarian 
civilisation, with its utterly disproportionate 
emphasis on man's outer development, has left 
the inner spirit in a turbulent state. Mental 
and spiritual ill-health have not only become 
endemic but are spreading like contagious epi
demics. The giant mind that proudly har
nessed the latent forces in matter is now itself 
enslaved by insentient matter. This, indeed, 
is the great tragedy of the age. It is the bitter 
price that man must pay for ignoring the de
velopment of his inner spirituality to harmo
nize with his wider outer development. 

To assert, as some fussy pedantic moralists 
of the day are asserting, that all is lost and 
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mankind is doomed to eternal damnation, is 
to ignore completely the divinity in man that 
points to his divine destiny. The divine dis
content which epitomizes the feeling of the 
generation is already producing the type of 
healthy reaction which augurs well for the 
future of religion. Let us have no delusions. 
Religion will triumph. It will assert its king
dom, for it is the only stable institution offer
ing the anchorage of tranquility, ensuring man 
the only means of lasting solace and happy 
harmonious living. And because Hinduism 
offers that spiritual haven which the frustrated 
spirit of the age is seeking, Hinduism will 'sur
vive and flourish in the future of South Africa. 
But, and this all-important, this Hinduism will 
be different from that as generally believed and 
practised today. It will have lost some of its 
superficialities, the outer coverings and mean
ingless ritualistic growths ,and will reveal in 
bolder perspective its fundamentals and es
sentials. 

Although as we enter the second century of 
our settlement in this country the shadows of 
uncertainty darken every hour, and evil looms 
ominously all round the silver-lining of hope 
for the survival of our religions nevertheless 
grows brighter every day. This is not the 
hope of wishful thinking nor hope hinged on 
blind faith but hope springing from the posi
tive attitude of youth to religion. 

The educated young Hindu who in the last 
decade was abandoned as a force lost to the 
cause of Hinduism in this country, has reacted 
psychologically not only to his inferior status 
as a citizen of his country but also to the frus
trated spirit of the age. He has realised with 
painful experience, that in spite of his Western 
education qualifying him to participate in and 
contribute to the political, social, educational 




