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THE Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj was 
formed in the year 1932 to serve the Hindu 

community of the Transvaal. The aims and 
objects of the Samaj are to preserve and pro
mote the cultural, social, religious and edu
cational welfare of the Hindus. 

Immediately after the inaugural meeting it 
was decided to purchase land in the centre of 
Johannesburg in order to build a hall and 
classrooms. The officials and members worked 
very hard, day and night, and collected funds 
in large and small amounts to erect an up-to
date building. The response of the Hindu 
community was very encouraging for it was 
generally agreed that a hall and school were 
absolutely essential for the preservation of 
Hindu culture and vernacular education. 

In 1932 a large plot of ground, consisting 
of stands No. 39, 40 and 41 : namely, 50 
Fox Street, Johannesburg, was purchased. It 
was then decided to name the hall after the 
revered leader, Mahatma Gandhi. The archi
tectural work was done free of charge by the 
late Mr. Kallenbach, who had been closely 
associated with Mahatma Gandhi. 

The Gandhi Hall, which has a seating 
capacity for approximately 800 people, is used 
by the Samaj for its general and committee 
!Ileetings. The hall is available to all people 
Irrespective of race, religion or creed. It has 
been '7sed for religious, social, political and 
e?'7catmnal conferences. Many distinguished 
VlSltors from overseas h{lve been welcomed at 
this hall. The Gandhi Hall is also used for 
wedding ceremonies and charitable shows. 

The Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya was started 
after the hall had been built. It provides 
vernacular and religious education. In the 
beginning it started with only 125 students and 
4 teachers. Today, this school has grown to 
such an extent that it caters for over 1,000 

students and has a teaching staff of 26. The 
Gandhi Bharat Vidyalaya is fortunate in hav
ing on its staff, teachers who were brought to 
this country from India for the purpose of 
teaching the mother-tongue. The teachers' 
salaries and other incidental expenses are met 
from school fees and from funds collected an
nually from the public. The school fee charged 
per child is 12/6d. per month but a number 
of children are given free education because 
of their financial position. As the accommo
dation is not inadequate classes are being con
ducted. at three different centres, namely, the 
Gandhi Hall, the Johannesburg Indian High 
School at Fordsburg, and the Gold Street In
dian School at City and Suburban. 

The Samaj elects a school committee of 
seven members at the annual general meet
ing. This committee is given the responsibility 
of managing the affairs of the school. A re
port by this Committee is presented to all an
nual general meetings. The Gandhi Bharat 
Vidyalaya owns a school bus which conveys 
children from their homes to school and back. 

In 1932 it was decided that a Hindu ward 
should be provided at the Non-European Gen
eral Hospital and with the generous response 
of the Hindu community and the assistance 
of the Provincial Administration this was ac
complished. In the course of time the Hindu 
ward has served thousands of patients and has 
been of great service to the Indian com
munity. The Hindu ward is not confined to 
Hindus only but caters for all sections of the 
Indian community. There are 5 rooms and 
1 office in this ward. It has a modern heating 
system and is very well ventilated. 

The Samaj has a library which has approxi
mately 5,000 books in English and Gujarati. 
The library caters for people of differing 
tastes. A great variety of newspapers, carry-
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ing the latest news and views from India, is 
placed on the reading tables every week. The 
library is managed by a committee of 7 mem
bers, elected at the annual general meeting. 
The Committee appoints a librarian to be in 
charge of the library. The cost incurred in 
running the library is generally collected from 
the public by means of shows and donations. 
The library is situated next to the Gandhi Hall 
on premises which also belong to the Samaj. 
The library is open every Saturday and Sun
day from 2 p.m. 

In its early years the Samaj built a crema
torium in Mayfair, for the benefit of Hindus 
and other people who desired to be cremated. 
According to the old custom, wood was used 
and is still used in the old crematorium. In 
1957 it was felt that a modern crematorium 
should be built. This was accomplished in 
1958 at a cost of £15,000. This modern 
plant has been built on the same grounds and 
adjoins the old crematorium. A special com
mittee of seven members administers the work 
of both the plants. The entire cost of erect
ing this crematorium was borne by the Hindu 
public. 

With a view to spreading the messages of 
the Gita, the Ramayana and various other re
ligious works, prayer meetings are held on 
Sundays at the Gandhi Hall. At these meet
ings bhajans and kirtans are sung and kathas 
recited. 

The Transvaal Hindu Seva Samaj celebrates 
some of the holy festival days of the Hindus 
every year. Among them are Krishna Jayanti, 
Gandhi Jayanti, Ram Navmi and Divali. The 
Independence and the Republic Days of In
dia are also observed. Relief work has also 
been undertaken by the Samaj. It sent thou
sands of pounds to India during the Bengal 
Famine in the early forties . It has contri
buted to the Surat Relief Fund and to many 
other humanitarian causes. The Samaj feels 
that it is the moral duty of the Hindus to try 
to preserve their civilisation and culture as a 
precious inheritance for the future generations. 
The need is greater now than ever before to 
make Hindus more conscious and aware of 
their great heritage. 

The present officials of the Samaj are :
Chairman: Mr. Z. V. Parekh; Vice-Presi

dents: Messrs V. Dayal, R. Nager, L. P. 
Modi, B. U. Master, J. Nana; Secretaries: 
Messrs. M. Bhagoo and Venilal M. Modi; 
Treasurers: Messrs. N. P. Delvadia and D. H. 
Gokal; Auditors: Messrs. G. Nager and C. L. 
Desai. 

Committee Members : Messrs. R. I. Patel, 
V. Nager, R. Ramjee, J. V. Patel, D. P. Naik, 
C. Chiba, P. Lala, H. Jeram, M. Sukha, N. 
Bhana, G. Perna, M. Mooljee, N. Karsan, 
D. Gopal, R. Khusal. 
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New Crematorium 
Hindu Ward in the Non-European General Hospital (Middle Picture) 

Old Crematorium 
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THE Patidars (Patels) who hailed from the 
District of Surat in India, having obtained 

domiciliary rights in the Transvaal, formed the 
Transvaal United Patidar Society with head
quarters at Johannesburg in 1912. Among the 
pioneers were Messrs. J ivanbhai Perna Patel, 
of Siker, the first president of the Society; 
Kalubhai Fakirbhai Patel , of Haripura; Jivan
bhai Ragha Patel, of Akoti; Bhikabhai Kasan
jee Patel, of Umrakh; Galabhai, Rama Prag
jee Bhagat, Odhavbhai Bhaga Patel, Dahya
bhai Bhagvanjee Patel, Parbhoobhai Jivan 
Patel, Ranchod Vahaljee Patidar, Manila) 
Galal, Chhotubhai G. Patel , Chunilal Vallabh, 
and Bhulabhai D. Patel. 

In order to realise its aim of serving the 
social and religious needs of the Hindu people, 
the Society built a magnificent hall called the 
Patidar Hall, at 69 Terrace Road, Fordsburg, 
Johannesburg, in 1934. The foundation stone 
of this edifice was laid by Mr. Kalubhai Fakir
bhai Patel of Haripura. The hall is used 
mainly for social and religious gatherings. At 
present, prayers, bhaans and kirtans are held 
every Sunday evening in the hall. 

The Educational Council of the Society con
trols, manages and runs a Gajarati School 
which was founded in 193 6. At first the 
Gujarati classes were held at the Patidar Hall, 
but as the number of children increased it was 
decided to erect a separate school. The Edu
cational Council was successful in its drive 
for funds. Within a short time it collected 
the necessary money and erected in 1943 , a 
beautiful school which today goes by the name 
of the Shree Bharat Sharda Mandir. It is situ
ated at 69 Lilian Road, Fordsburg, Johannes
burg. The school building has been so 
planned that all facilities are available. The 
school is staffed by ten teachers who not only 
teach the Gujarati language but through its 
medium, Arithmetic, Geography, History, 
Moral and Religious Instruction (Dharma 
Shiksha )and Hindi (Rashtra Bhasha). 

At present there are 500 pupils on roll and 
the classes range from standard one to standard 
seven. The maintenance of the school is made 
possible by the collection of fees and funds 
from the Indian community. A special bus 
operates for the convenience of pupils travel
ling from long distances. 

The importance of " a sound mind in a 
sound body" is kept alive by the Shree Arya 
Yuvuk Vyayamashala (Y. A. Gymnasium) 
which hold physical culture classes every even
ing, excepting Saturdays and Sundays, at the 
Patidar Hall. The Gymnasium was founded 
in 1936. Instruction in both eastern and 
western methods of physical culture is given 
by a specialist, Mr. Vinaychandra B. Patel, 
B.P.E., D.P.E. The trained gymnasts of the 
institution toured the Cape Province in 1946; 
Northern and Southern Rhodesias in 1959; 
and Natal in 1960, giving successful demon
strations of gymnastics and physical culture at 
various centres . The group is contemplating 
a visit to the Cape once again in the near 
future. The main aim of the institution is to 
create interest in the development of the b'Jdy 
and to improve the health of all Indians in 
South Africa. It is proposed to build a p:-o
per and well-equipped gymnasium and a swim
ming bath in the future. 

The Patidar Society also runs a first-class 
library, containing over 3,000 books in 
Gujarati and Hindi, on various subjects. 

The majority of the members of the Patidar 
community took a leading part in the first 
Passive Resistance Struggle, started by Ma
hatma Gandhi in South Africa, against the 
racial policy of this country. Some of them 
went to jail for this. A number of Patidar 
women rallied round Dr. Dadoo in the 1948 
Passive Resistanc~ Struggle and served short 
terms of imprisonment. 

The Patidar community has always re
sponded admirably to the calls for charity from 
within the country and abroad. Financial as-
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sistance has been rendered to the following : 
Congress Fund in India to fight for freedom, 
Swaraj Ashram, Bardoli (Surat District), Bar
doli Passive Resistance Struggle of Surat Dis
trict, Patidar Ashram of Surat, Flood Relief 
Funds for India, Educational Institutions in 
the villages of Surat District. 

The present office-bearers are :-

President : Mr. Chhotubhai Govindji Patel. 
Joint Secretaries : Messrs. Dahyabhai K. Patel 

and Vinaychandra B. Patel . 
Treasurer: Mr. Kanjibhai C. Patel. 
School Committee Officials : President, Mr. 
Dahyabhai K. Patel; Secretary, Mr. Bhulabhai 
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Dayal Patel; Treasurer, Mr. Hirabhai 
Jivanji Patel. 



Shree Bharat Sharda. Mandir Patidar Hall 
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THAT great ambassador of Hinduism, Vedic 
missionary and philosopher, Swami Shan

keranandji Sannyasi, landed on the shores of 
Natal on the 4th of October, 1908, and soon 
roused the country to a new awareness of the 
teachings of Hinduism. This great spiritual 
guide, by precept and example, by his teaching 
and preaching, was able to eradicate ignorance 
and superstition and replace them with divine 
knowledge as contained in the Vedas. 

Under the influence of the Swamiji, Messrs. 
Makkan Singh, Parbhoo Makanjee, Gai Singh, 
Bekari Maharaj, Charlie Nulliah, Harribhai 
Makanjee, D. K. Soni and Padam Singh got 
together and formed the Veda Dharma Sabha 
on the 10th April, 1909. 

The Sabha purchased its first property in 
York Road {now known as Greytown Road) 
in 1910. This was named the Vedic Ashram 
and was the home of the Swamiji for some 
time. In order to cater for the needs of the 
orphans and the destitutes, the members 
formed a separate organisation known as the 
Arya Anath Ashram. 

In order to promote the Hindi language, the 
Sabha sponsored, in 1917, the Second South 
African Hindi Literary Conference. By 1921 
the Vidya Pracharnee Sabha had been formed 
solely for the purpose of controlling and man
aging. Hindi education . This society was re
sponsible for teaching Hindi in the city for 
te_n years. On 26th April, 1931, the Sabha 
with assets worth £ 150, amalgamated with the 
Veda Dharma Sabha. The following rendered 
selfless service towards Hindi education, Pandit 
Rampars~d Panday, Pandit Dasrath Panday, 
Pand1tSh1vnarain Panday, Mr. Sardwan Singh, 
Mr. Pushkarnath, Pandit R. Bunwarie, Mr. 
Maikooram, Mr. Ramparthap Singh, Pandit 
Sadanand Do~bay and Baboo Rambullie Singh. 
In I 940 Pandit S. Jughmohan who had studied 
in India was brought to Pietermaritzburg to 
take charge of the Hindi school. He was the 
principal for a number of years and though 
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he has resigned from this post he is still a 
very active and useful member of the Sabha. 
The Hindi school has at present 300 children 
who are given free tuition. Six women 
teachers are employed and their salaries are 
paid out of the Sabha's funds. The school is 
affiliated to the Hindi Shiksha Sangh, South 
Africa, and its pupils have written successfully 
the several examinations conducted by the 
Sangh and the Rashtra Basha Prachar Samiti, 
Wardha, India. Pupils of the school have also 
taken part in the various competitions of the 
Hindi Eisteddfod organised annually by the 
Sangh. 

Dr. Bhagat Ram, a distinguished Vedic 
missionary, arrived in this country in 1929. 
He extolled the teaching5 of the Vedas and 
strongly advocated the formation of Arya 
Samajes. A move was made to change the 
the name of Veda Dharma Sabha to Arya 
Samaj but was unsuccessful. This Jed the 
supporters of the Arya Sama j to secede from 
the Sabha and form an Arya Samaj. In 1941, 
however, in response to a call for unity, the 
Arya Samaj merged with the Veda Dharma 
Sabha, with assets valued at £1,150. 

In accordance with the belief in reincarna
tion and the hygienic disposal of bodies, a 
group of men formed the Satya Vardhak 
Sabha in 1928, for the express purpose of 
building a crematorium, the first of its kind 
in Natal. It was available to people of all 
races. In fact, Europeans used it until such 
time as they built their own. In 1940 this 
Society, with assets valuea._at £950, also joined 
the Veda Dharma Sabha\ This crematorium 
served the needs of the people for a consider
able number of years. In 1-954 · a resolution 
was taken to build a modern crematorium. A 
special Finance Committee got moving and 
within a very short time this was erected at a 
cost of £6,000, 50 per cent of which was 
provided by the City Council. It was offi
cially opened on the 18th August, 1956, by 

the Mayor of Pietermaritzburg, Councillor C. 
B. Downes. The credit for raising the £3,000 
from the Hindu public goes to a Committee 
comprising Messrs. D. G. Soni, G. Jagwanth, 
B. Bookhan, H. Ghela, M. Sewpaul, C. 
Maikoo, P. Shrigobin, R. Vaghjee and F. 
Satyapal. 

The Sabha purchased a property in Church 
Street for the sum of £1,750. In 193 5 a por
tion of this property was sold for £800, and 
on the remainder a £3,000 hall was built. 
Mr. Kuppie Murrie lai<l the foundation stone 
of the hall on the 2nd May, I 936. This hall 
was officially opened by Dr. Sarvapalli 
Radhakrishnan, now Vice-President of India. 
This hall is Jet at a rental of £540 per annum. 

For a long time it was the desire of the 
members of the Sabha to erect a Vedic Temple. 
To achieve this end, a strong committee was 
formed to devise ways and means of raising 
the necessary funds. Members of the com
mittee were: Messrs. F. Satyapal, G. S. 
Maharaj, T. Ramkelawan, B. A. Maharaj, S. 
Jugmohan, R. Bunwarie and D. S. Vather. 
Building operations commenced in 1956 and 
in two years time it was completed at a cost 
of £5,000. The Vedic Temple was conse
crated by Pandit Nardev Vedalankar, who also 
had the honour of delivering the inaugural 
sermon. The ideals were brought to fruition 
through the untiring efforts and great sacrifice 
of Messrs. F. Satyapal, B. Bookhan, S. Jug
mohan, S. Satyapal, R. Bunwarie, B. B. 
Maharaj, and G. M. Singh. 

In 1943 the Sabha was in need of £2,500 to 
free itself from all financial obligations. 
Messrs. G. S. Maharaj, B. Bhugwandin, B. 
Bookhan, G. D. Soni, B. Sewpaul, J. M. Soni, 
R. Vaghjee, R. Rajkumar and Sewsuran 
Satyapal toured the country and were able to 
collect the money required. 

Religious campaigns have always been a 
regular feature of the Sabha which is also be
lieved to have been the first organisation to 
conduct a Ramayana Week and a Gita Week 
on the occasions of Ram Navmi and Krish
nashtmi. 

The Sabha has been fortunate in getting the 
free use of the premis% of the Shri Vishnu 
Temple to hold its meetings and run its Hindi 
School. The co-operation is an example of 
Hindu goodwill and solidarity. 

Members of the Pietermaritzburg Hindu 
Stree Samaj have been very helpful in organ
ising bazaars from time to time for the pur
pose of raising funds for the Sabha. As a 
source of revenue to cater for the various ac
tivities of the Sabha, shops and flats have re
cently been erected on its property in Church 
Street. The Sabha is also planning to build an 
English school in the very near future. 

The half-century of successful functioning 
of the Sabha is due to the vision and courage 
of those officials and members, who by their 
singleness of purpose have made the Veda 
Dharam Sabha one of the premier institutions 
of the country. 

Crematorium 
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V.D.S. Hall (Regent Cinema) 

Shops and Flats 
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THE Tongaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha the generous donations of the public of Natal, 
Andhra Association, formerly known as the Transvaal and the Cape. 

Tongaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha Association, Later, the Association was successful in ob
was founded by the late Mr. S. Ramsamy taining a further donation of land adjoining 
Pillay, on the 6th September, 1912. The firSt the present one from Mr. Muthusany. Build
chairman and secretary were Messrs. Pavada ing operations commenced on 2nd June, 1917, 
Pather and Kitty Nair respectively. and after much effort the building was com-

The affairs of the Association were first pleted in 1920. The stalwarts who worked 
conducted in a wood and iron building be- untiringly at this time were Mr. R. E. Naidoo 
longing to one Mr. Allum, hired at a rental and the late Messrs. S. R. Naidoo, R. K. 
of five shillings per month for a period of two Naidoo and M. G. Naidoo. This was the first 
years. hall to be built in Tongaat. It has a floor 

The Association commenced with a mem- space of 800 square feet and the cost of erec
bership of 80. At that time membership was tion was £1,352 10s. 7d.-a worthy achieve
accepted on payment of an enrolment fee of ment in those days, especially considering the 
two shillings and sixpence and a monthly sub- low income of the times. The building was 
scription of one shilling. At present the As- planned and constructed by the late Mr. Swa
sociation has a large number of life members miyar Moodley who had learnt his trade in 
and ordinary members. Today members are India. He was ably assisted by Messrs. Krishna 
accepted on payment of an enrolment fee of Reddy, Kothunaar Ramsamy Pillay and 
one shilling and a subscription fee of five Thirumala Pillay. 
shillings per annum. The Tongaat Andhra Patasala which was 

The aims and objects of the Association founded on 20th September, 1915, by Mr. 
are:- V. M. Naidoo, merged with the Tongaat Hindu 

Samarasa Bodha Association, to form the 
(a) To encourage, improve and enforce the present Tongaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha 

study of Tamil and Andhra languages Andhra Association in 1921. The first chair
and literature and to open, conduct and man of the newly formed Association was the 
maintain schools for such purposes. late Mr. Narsiah Naidoo and the secretary was 

(b) To foster and encourage similar socie- Mr. R. M. Naidoo, now resident in Amatikulu. 
ties in Tongaat and elsewhere. The Tongaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha 

(c) To work in the interests of the Hindu Andhra Association was the first to bring out 
community in matters appertaining to a vernacular teacher from India in 1937 to 
their social, educational and religious conduct Tamil and Telugu classes. He was 
welfare. Mr. S. N. C. Varadacharyulu, who possesses the 

The Association holds prayer services; con- title Ubhaya Bhasha Praveena, conferred by 
ducts vernacular classes in Tamil and Telugu; the Faculty of Oriental Learning of the Andhra 
and maintains an Indian cemetery. University of India. He rendered yeoman ser

It was due to the generosity of the late Mrs. vice for three years before he was forced to 
return to India owing to the death of his wife. 

Mahaluxmi Desai that a hall and a temple were M G y N 'd h Ch · d M s r. . . a1 u, t e airman, an r. . T. 
erected on a piece of land donated by her in Naidoo, the Secretary, were responsible for 
1914. The building was constructed through making the necessary arrangements for his visit 
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to India. Mr. Varadacharyulu was accom
panied by the late Mr. S. V. Naidoo on his way 
to South Africa after his tour of India. 

The land for the Indian cemetery was 
donated by the Tongaat Sugar Company in 
1917 to the Andhra Patsala Committee. This 
was made possible chiefly through the untiring 
efforts of the late Mr. A. M. Naidoo. When 
the Andhra Patsala amalgamated with the Ton
gaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha Association com
plete control was taken over by the Tongaat 
Hindu Samarasa Bodha Andhra Association. 

The Sabha building which was originally 
used as an annexe to the Tongaat Govern-
ment Indian Junior School is now conducted 
as a separate school known as the Tongaat 
Hindu Sabha Government-Aided Indian 
School with a roll of 80 children. The school 
was opened on the 26th July, I 956, with Mr. 
S. T. Naidoo as the Grantee. 

Music classes were conducted under the able 
guidance of Mr. C. C. Naidoo, chairman at 
the time, and many of ·his scholars gained 

certificates of merit at the Andhra Eisteddfod 
held in Durban. 

The main assets of the Association are : 
Temple and Hall building, Land to the extent 
of 1 ½ acres, Benches and trestle tables, One 
set of Dekshas recently donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. S. K. Pillay. 

At the moment the only source of income 
is from the hire of benches and trestle tables. 
Tt ,therefore, has become difficult to maintain 
the vernacular classes. 

The younger generation seems to be losing 
interest in their Association. 

The following are some of the pioneers who 
worked for the furtherance of the aims and 
objects of the Association : Mr. Pavada 
Pather, first chairman; Mr. R. E. Naidoo, 
secretary; Mr. V. M. Naidoo, chairman; Mr. 
R. M. Naidoo, Secretary. 

Messrs. A. K. Nair and M. G. Naidoo, who 
are now deceased, rendered valuable service as 
office-bearers. 

The present trustees are Messrs . R. E. 
Naidoo, S. T . Naidoo and R. R. Naidoo. 

I . 

Tongaat Hindu Samarasa Bodha Andhra Association Hall 
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THE Arya Yuvuk Sabha was founded at a 
meeting held at the home of Shri D. G. 

Satya Deva (Vanaprasti) on the 19th April, 
1912, when the Arya Bal Mithra Mandal was 
constituted by a group of young men who 
were· the pupils of a Hindi school conducted 
by Mr. Satya Deva. Swami Shankeranandji 
suggested that the name Arya Bal Mithra 
Mandal be changed to Arya Yuvuk Sabha. 
The Swamiji was instrumental in teaching the 
correct recital of the Sandhya and the per
formance of the Yajna (Havan). Weekly ser
vices were held every Thursday under the 
guidance of Pandit V. C. Nayana Rajh, who 
was the first of the locally ordained Vedic 
priests. 

The Sabha was established on the principles 
of the Arya Samaj, with the main objective of 
propagating the tenents of the Vedic religion 
and serving humanity by educating children, 
and establishing a home to provide refuge 
to indigent, aged persons and children in need 
of care in the Indian community. 

In 1921 Pandit Ishwardutt Vidyalankar, a 
graduate : of Gurukul Kangri, India, was 
brought to Natal by the Sabha as a Vedic 
missionary. The Panditji delivered a series of 
lectures on religious and social matters. 

On 10th November, 1924, the Sabha con
vened an Aryan Conference. At this Con
ference a Committee was formed to celebrate 
the centenary of Rishi Dayanand's birth. On 
this happy occasion the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha 
was inaugurated. 

In the field of education the Sabha has not 
been found wanting. A private English school 
was started on the late Mr. B. M. Singh's pro
perty. Later the pupils of this school were 
transferred to a new school erected by the 
Sabha in Bellair Road, Mayville. The school 
was named the A.Y.S. Government-Aided In
dian School. The demand for accommodation 

was so great that additions had to be made 
three times to the school building. In 19 59 
an attempt was made to build a new school 
on a site about half a mile away from the 
present premises, purchased for the purpose 
of erecting a new school and extending the 
aged people's home. Unfortunately, owing to 
the proclamation of the area for the white 
race under the Group Areas Act, plans for a 
modern school building, have had to be 
shelved. Mr. S. L. Singh is the present 
Grantee of the school. 

As vernacular education is the gateway to 
the culture of one's Motherland it was felt 
that Hindi should be taught. Two teachers 
were brought out from India in the persons 
of Ram Shanker and R. Pratap Singh and the 
classes were held in the afternoons. Local 
persons were also employed as teachers. Tui
tion in Tamil was also imparted for some time. 

An excellent example of benevolent activi
ties inspired by the Arya Samaj creed is the 
Aryan Benevolent Home run and maintained 
by the Arya Yuvuk Sabha. 

One night in 1918, Mr. D. G. Satya Deva, 
the President of the Sabha, witnessed an ex
ceedingly _pitiful incident. An African con
stable hit and chased an old Indian beggar 
who, out of necessity, had rested his weary 
limbs by the roadside. The beggar, being 
homeless, sought shelter in a nearby public 
latrine. The incident had a profound effect 
on Mr. Satya Deva who narrated what he had 
witnessed to a meeting of the Sabha held on 
7th July, 1918. The reaction of the members 
was a resolution to establish a benevolent home 
for the amelioration of the sufferings of the 
aged, destitute and the infirm. 

Dramas and plays were staged in order to 
raise money as there was only one shilling and 
threepence in the coffers of the Sabha. Soon 
sufficient funds were raised. This enabled the 

157 



Sabha to purchase a property and convert it 
into a benevolent home. The opening was 
done by the late Swami Bhawani Dayal 
Sannyasi. Mr. Satya Bhooshan, who rendered 
his services gratis, was in charge of the home 
for the first 19 months. 

The home or ashram enjoyed the fullest sup
port of the Hindu community and other well
wishers. Three years after its establishment, 
through the goodwill of Mr. H. Robinson, 
the ashram received . the first of its annual 
Government grants. At the inception only 
very old, destitute persons were accepted as 
inmates, but later, orphan children were re
ceived. The 7th October, 1926, saw the first 
batch of orphans admitted into the home. 
Since then children from various parts of South 
Africa and of different religious groups have 
sought refuge at the home. As the number 
of inmates increased steadily the home had to 
be extended and separate wards were built for 
the aged and the young, 

The foundation stone of the first wing was 
laid by the late Mr. B. M. Singh, a great friend 
and supporter of the ashram. This section 
was opened by Sir Kurma Reddi, the then 
Agent-General for the Government of India in 
South Africa. The demand for accommoda
tion was so great that the home had to be 
extended further. Two more additions were 
made. In 1933, Mr. H. Robinson, the Pro
tector of Indian Immigrants, officially opened 
the Administration Block which had replaced 
the original wood and iron building. In 1943, 
the Administrator of Natal, Mr. Heaton 
Nicolls, opened the second block which houses 
the boys at present. 

The Home Committee is mindful of the fact 
that the inmates should receive a sound all
round education. It is alive to the truth that 
the inmates' spiritual welfare should form an 
integral part of their education. Therefore, 
regular weekly services are held in which moral 
lessons play a prominent part. Members of 
the Sabha take turns in conducting the religious 
services. 

Tuition in Indian songs and music is given 
to the inmates by Messrs. J. Dasrath and 
Bramduth S. Padarath. Classes in Bharata 
Natyam are conducted by Mr. S. Naidoo, as
sisted by Mr. N. C. Naidoo. 

When boys and girls come to the home with
out having gone to a primary school, they pre
sent a serious problem, especially since they 
have to be placed in the infant classes. For 

such children literacy classes are held twice 
a week in th evenings by Mrs. V. Suthie and 
Mr. J. Munien, both of whom have worked 
unostentatiously and without any remuneration 
since the classes were inaugurated in 19 59. 

The children of the home are taught First 
Aid by the Commandant of the J.A.D. 88 of 
the Nursing Division of the South African Red 
Cross Society, Miss M. Rughbeer. One senior 
girl has joined the Nursing Division and has 
successfully written her Home Nursing Ex
amination. It is hoped that it will not be 
long before a detachment is started at the 
home exclusively for the inmates. The 28 
inmates take a keen interest in the practical 
lessons. 

Mesdames S. L. Singh, P. Roopanand, S. 
Ramawtar, R. B. Maharaj, M. Diamond and 
Misses Dayawathie, Mayawathie and Dhar
mawathie Maharaj train the girls in sewing, 
knitting and embroidery. Many of the gar
ments sewn by the girls are for their own per
sonal use. 

The older girls help in the various domestic 
duties. They take turns in managing the kit
chen and preparing and serving meals under 
the supervision of the cook. The inmates 
en joy a balanced diet. 

The time of the inmates is so planned as to 
keep thm occupied and not to allow the " devil 
to find work for idle hands". The children 
are given an opportunity to develop their latent 
aptitudes and at the same time to occupy their 
leisure hours in a fruitful manner. 

For the past 12 years the Durban Indian 
Lorry Owners' Association has provided the 
inmates with sumptuous meals and taken the 
children out for scenic drives in and around 
Durban. There are other persons, too num
erous to mention, who entertain the inmates. 
Indoor and outdoor games are organised by 
Mr. J. Munien, who sacrifices much of his 
time to add pleasure to the leisure hours of 
the children. 

The following table shows the admissions 
and releases of inmates s\2,ce the inception of 
the home to the 31st De~ber, 1959 :-

Admitted Released Married Deceased 
Men 
Women 
Boys .......... . 
Girls .... . 

788 614 154 
444 305 134 
449 395 2 3 
381 305 33 4 

Totals 2062 1619 35 295 
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The present officials of the Sabha are Mr. 
S. A. Naidoo, President; Mr. G. Hulasi, Sec
retary; and Mr. S. Ragannath, Treasurer. 

The Home is administered by a Committee, 
consisting of Mr. S. Rambharos, B.Com., 
Chairman; Mrs. V. Singh, Secretary, and Mr. 
S. Ragannath, Treasurer. The work of the 
Committee is distributed among three sub
sidiary standing committees, namely : Admin
istrative, Chairman, Mr. H. S. Singh; Secre
tary, Mr. S. K. Maharaj. Finance, Chairman, 
Mr. S. L. Singh; Secretary, Mr. S. Ragannath; 

and Welfare, Chairman, Mr. S. A. Naidoo; 
Secretary, Mr. S. Raghubeer. 

Although the following members have 
passed on the memory of their selfless and un
stinted services to the Sabha will always be 
remembered: Mr. B. M. Singh (English School 
Manager), Mr. B. S. Singh (English School 
Manager), Mr. S. D. Shanker, Secretary; Mr. 
R. Ramklass, President; Mr. B. Bhagwan, 
Member, Mr. D. Ghounuaree (D. G. Glen), 
Trustee; Mr. A. Dalip Singh, Secretary; Mr. 
K. Ra:nsaroop, Trustee; and Mr. M. Ram
charran, Member. 

Some female inmates at Aryan Benevolent Home, 
Durban 
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Some male inmates at Aryan Benevolent Home, Durban 
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NEWCASTLE has a special significance in 
the annals of Indian history in South Africa. 

Mahatma Gandhi used Newcastle as his start
ing point to organise the Passive Resistance 
Movement of 1913. The Satyagraha Move
ment launched by the Mahatmaji r.-::ceived the 
whole-hearted support of an eminent person
ality, Mr., later Swami, Bhawani Dayal. On 
being released from the gaol in Germiston he 
halted at Newcastle while on his way to Dur
ban. On the banks of the Jordan stream be
neath the shades of an old tree, a meeting 
which was addressed by Swami Bhawani Dayal 
was held on the 7th day of November, I 915. 
In order to propagate Hindu language and 
culture, the meeting resolved to establish an 
institution, called the Hindi Pracharni Sabha. 

The first office-bearers were : Chairman, 
Babu Luckraj Singh; Vice-Chairman, Mr. 
Munoo Kurmee; Secretary, Mr. J. H . Singh; 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. B. P. Baloo; Treas
urer, Mr. P. Rashpaul; Committee Members, 
Messrs . P. Sonpaul, Ramnath Singh , Audhan 
Singh, Karakdhari Singh. Bridgemohan, Gajee, 
Dwarika Singh and Tahadil Ramsaroop. 

In its formative stages the Sabha was for
tunate in having the services of enthusiastic 
and self-sacrificing men. They lost no time 
in acquiring a property, one acre in extent, 
from one Mr. Ramdew Mistry for five hun
dred · rupees. They next purchased an old 
brick building from the local coal mine for 
£20. The building was demolished and with 
the secor:d-hand material obtained from this, 
a Hindi school was erected. For many years 
this school also served as a community centre. 

With the growth of the town, the needs of 
the Sabha also grew. A decision was taken 
in 1935 to erect a larger hall. Through sub
scriptions solicited from the public the pro
ject was completed in 1937. As time went on 
more and more importance was given to Eng
lish education. Owing to the shortage of ac-
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commodation in the local Government Indian 
School, the Sabha gave serious thought to the 
opening of an English school in its hall. Ne
gotiations were made with the Natal Education 
Department, resulting finally in the establish
ment of the Lennoxton Government-Aided 
Indian School on the property of the Sabha. 
The school was officially opened on the 5th 
March, 1944. 

Within four years, on account of increased 
demand for place at school, three additional 
classrooms, at a cost of £1,500, were erected. 
The Sabha received a 50 per cent. grant in re
spect of the building from the Education De
partment. Two further classrooms were added 
in 1950. 

The pressure on accommodation continued 
to increase. To meet the situation the younger 
members of the Sabha persuaded the Sabha 
to launch out on a £10,000 building project. 
It was a courageous move because it involved 
the demolition of the old hall and the opposi
sition of the older members who thought that 
the scheme was too ambitious. Overcoming 
all obstacles, the Sabha managed to complete 
the project in 1955. The debts on the new 
venture were liquidated in 1955. Today the 
Sabha's assets exceed £16,000. 

Through the efforts of the local Stree Samaj, 
working in collaboration with the Sabha, a 
temple was founded on the Sabha's property. 
Though the Temple building is old and small 
it has, nevertheless, served the spiritual needs 
of the local community. The Stree Samaj is 
contemplating very zeallwsly the erection of a 
new temple. l 

In conjunction with the Newcastle branch 
of the Ramkrishna Centre religious services 
are held on Sunday mornings, and classes for 
adults on Wednesday evenings. Children, es
pecially, take a great delight in attending these 
services. 

Among the aims and objects of the Sabha 
are the observance of religious festivals, dis
tribution of cheer hampers; the use of the 
Sabha's hall as a community centre; and the 
promotion of the general welfare of the com
munity. 

Though the great building project under
taken recently is completed, the Sabha's 
troubles are not yet over. Immediate needs 
are furniture for several classrooms, chairs for 
the hall and additional toilet facilities. At the 
moment the Sabha is negotiating to buy ad
joining properties for further extensions and 
to serve as playgrounds There are at pres
ent limited playing fields, though a well main
tained tennis court on the Sabha's premises is 
at the disposal of the School. 

The present officials of the Sabha are : 
Trustees, Mr. B. Singh, Mr. P. Sonpal, Mr. 
R. K. Singh; President, Mr. H. J. Maharaj; 
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. H. B. Parbhoo, D. B. 
Singh, G. R. Maharaj, J. Mohan; Chairman, 
Mr. R. S. Singh; Secretaries, Messrs . U. B. 
Singh and K. M. Ghazi; Assistant Secretary, 
Mr. P. K. Singh; Treasurer, Mr. M. M. Ghazi. 
Committee Members, Messrs . U. Bhondu, A. 
K. Singh, B. Parbhoo, R. S. Singh (jnr.), 0. 
H. Singh, N. Ramsunder, R. T . Ramsaroop, 
R. Bhojairam and H. Rashpaul. 

The H;ndi Pracharni Sabha, which was 
founded 45 years ago by men of vision, has 
grown into a powerful organisation and is fully 
serving the religious, educational and cultural 
needs of our people. 

Hall and School 
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THE Tamil residents of Ladysmith met on 
the 6th of November, 1910, in a small hall 

behind Omar's building in Murchison Street, 
with the aim of fostering Tamil and English 
education and the tenets of Saivism, founded 
by the saints of South India almost 2000 years 
ago, and for the preservation of this doctrine 
by its followers for the future. 

The Hindu Thirukootam was established 
largely through the efforts of the late Messrs. 
V. S. Pillay, K. M. Naicker, Adikilum, C. 
Natasen Moodeliar, Vellaidum Naidoo,, V. P. 
Chettiar,, Poonsamy Pillay, V. M. Thumbiran, 
Cuppusamy Reddy and Messrs. M. Venkata
chellam Moodley, R. Anna Pillay and P. 
Nadasen Moodeliar. 

In 1915, a piece of land was generously 
donated by the late Shirmati Ponamma Pillay, 
mother of the late Mr. V. S. Pillay, who was 
at that time president of the organisation, for 
the erection of a temple and hall. This land 
was located at 113 Forbes Street, on which 
site stands the present Shree Ganaser Temple 
and Hall. These were built in 1916 by funds 
collected from the public. The Temple is 
amalgamated with the Hindu Thirukootam. 
The raising of the money, particularly during 
a time of considerable stress and unrest is 
testimony to the determination and conscious
ness of the officers at the time. 

In the years following, improvements were 
gradually effected and the Temple was raised 
to its existing status. The controlling body 
and its constitution were duly registered on the 
25th November, 1919. 

Thirukootam services are now conducted 
daily, and a special service is held on Sun
days. The Temple also serves as venue for 
the celebration of Hindu festivals. The or
ganisation itself renders assistance to the des
titute in the way of conducting funeral prayers 
and burial ceremonies whenever required. 

As early as 1910 a school for the imparta
tion of Tamil was already in existence, and in 
1916 the Temple Hall became the new venue 
for these classes. At present the school has 
a roll of approximate! y 40 pupil-s under one 
teacher. This number represents a minor 
portion of the total Tamil population of 
school-going age of about 150 children. 
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The present membership of the Thirukootam 
is 120, and it is fortunate to have still within 
its fold some of the members who established 
it-Messrs. M. V. Moodley and R. A. Pillay, 
whose ages are 76 and 74 years respectively. 

The assets of the organisation include the 
Temple and the hall, and an annexe which 
serves as the school. These are situated on a 
}-acre plot, with sufficient space still available 
for additions or for the construction of a 
separate hall, if necessary. 

As a result of the active interest displayed 
by the women members it was felt necessary 
to retain their enthusiasm in some concrete 
form. Consequently on the 8th of February, 
1959, a Tamil Madar Sungam was formed 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. N. S. Mude
liar. The Sungam members hold Sunday Ser
vices, and assist at all temple functions and 
festive occasions. 
. After the sad demise of Mr. Poonsamy 

Chettiar, who was the Temple's officiating 
priest for a long time, Mr. V. Gopal Moodley 
was appointed his successor. He enjoys the 
full confidence of the community, and his ser
vices aid greatly in knitting together into a 
united whole the members of the congrega
tion. 

The golden jubilee of the Hindu Thirukoo
tam and Shree Ganaser Temple coincide with 
the centenary year of the coming of our fore
bears to South A£rica. Preparations are under 
way for suitable celebrations, and the Temple 
is in the process of being renovated. 

The following are the present officers of 
the Ladysmith Hindu Thirukootam and Shree 
Ganaser Temple: 

Trustees, Messrs. A. Lonnappen, P. G. Pil
lay and M. V. Naidoo; Hon. Life Vice-Presi
dents, Messrs. Gopal Reddy, R. A. Pillay, M. 
V. Moodley, M. N. Pillay\wnd N. S. Mudeliar; 
President, Mr. M. V. Naid~o; Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs. P. R. Pather, M. A. Naicker, Ram 
Reddy, V. G. Moodley and R. N. Pillay; Sec
retary and Treasurer, Mr. P. Pillay; Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. V. N. Chetty; Members of the 
Committee, Messrs, J. D. Pillay, V. M. Chetty, 
V. Pillay, T. Moodley and M. V. Moodley. 

LADYSMITH HINDU THIRUKOOTAM AND SHREE GANASER TEMPLE 
Tamil School Pupils 

Tamil Mathar Sangam 
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rPall.naajuranni JlnJl.ra $a£1.a 
(Clairfflood) 

THIS year marks the centenary of the arrival 
of the Indians in South Africa-a hun

dred years in which the Indians have acquitted 
themselves admirably in all walks of life and 
have made an indelible impression on the 
South African scene. And the Andhra com
munity has, during this time, steadfastly mai~
tained its own identity. The presence of Sir 
Kurma Vengetta Reddi, the second Agent
General for the Government of India in South 
Africa, spurred the Andhras to consolidate 
themselves. They got together and formed the 
Andhra Maha Sabha of South Africa on 14th 
May, 1931. 

At that time the only person from the Clair
wood district who was on the Andhra Maha 
Sabha's Council was Mr. M. L. Nydoo. He 
first thought of opening a branch of the An
dhra Maha Sabha in Clairwood, but it was left 
to Mr. M. A. Naidoo to commence this work. 
With the support of Messrs. M. L. Nydoo, 
N. Venkatarathnum, M. R. Naidoo, K. A. 
Philip, P. Chinna Naidoo and B. N. Atchan
nah Naidoo he convened a meeting of the 
Andhra people on the 2nd April, 1933. Al
though 31 persons attended it was neverthe
less agreed to form a body, known as the 
Pathmajuranni Andhra Sabha. It was imme
diately affiliated to the parent organisation, the 
Andhra Maha Sabha of South Africa. 

The late Mr. H. S. Done, Principal of the 
Clairwood Government-Aided Indian School, 
kindly granted permission to the newly-estab
lished Sabha to use one of the classrooms at 
his school to run Telugu classes. The Patasala 
commenced with 15 children on the 1st of 
August, 1933, with Mr. B. R. Moonsamy 
Naidoo as teacher. At this stage the Sabha's 
only source of income was from the members' 
monthly subscriptions. The period that fol
lowed was not so rosy; many storms were en
countered, mainly financial, which at times 
threatened the very existence of the Sabha. 

But those who were at the helm refused to 
yield. They dug deep into their own poc~ets 
to keep Andhrajyothi, the flag of Andhra1sm, 
flying. 

In 1936 the members, visualising an in
crease in pupils in the Patsala, discussed the 
idea of acquiring a piece of ground sufficient 
for a building to meet all the educational and 
social requirements of the Andhra community 
of the district. Owing to financial difficulties 
and to the fact that the Sabha was still in its 
infancy, the project could not be undertaken. 

In 1937 Mr. S. N. Naidoo, and a year later, 
Messrs. V. C. Naidoo, R. A. Naidoo and S. 
A. Peter, who are largely responsible for the 
achievements to-day, joined the Sabha. In 
1939 the plan to purchase a piece of land was 
discussed once more. 

Early in 1941 the piece of land in Bacus 
Road, Clairwood, on which to-day stands the 
Pathmajuranni Andhra Institute, the landmark 
of the Andhra community of Clairwood, was 
acquired for £295. This was made possible 
through the assistance of Mrs. Thiammah 
Naidoo who lent the Sabha £200. Messrs. 
S. A. Peter, M. L. Nydoo, S. Papiah Naidoo, 
R. A. Naidoo and V. C. Naidoo were elected 
as trusteees. Two years later, in spite of the 
austerities of war it was unanimously agreed 
to build a school and a social hall. 

The draft sketch submitted by Mr. M. A. 
Nydoo was accepted with minor alterations. 
Eventually proper plans were prepared. The 
initial application for a ~. ilding permit was 
refused. A few months ter, owing to the 
strenuous efforts of Mr. S. . Naidoo, Mr. B. 
M. Vengtas and Dr. J. M. Rogaly, the Build
ing Controller reconsidered his decision and 
granted a building permit. This rekindled 
interest among the members. A period of 
intense activity followed. A Building Com
mittee was formed on the 25th June, 1944. 
There was only £87 in the bank, whereas a 
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sum of £5,000 was required for the building 
project. Finally assistance was sought from 
20 persons who lent the Sabha £50 each for 
three years. Subsequently nearly all of them 
converted their loans to outright donations. 

A competition was held to decide which 
member was to lay the Foundation Stone of 
the Institute. Mr. M. A. Nydoo won the 
competition with £220, beating Mr. V. C. 
Naidoo who had tendered £210. Mr. Naidoo 
eventually donated the sum to the Sabha. On 
the 12th November, 1944, Mr. M. A. Nydoo 
laid the foundation stone of the Pathmajuranni 
Andhra Institute. Actual work on the build
ing commenced on the 22nd November, 1944. 
The building was completed on the 15th Aug
ust, 1945. Mr. V. C. Naidoo performed the 
official op;::ning ceremony on the 26th August, 
1945.. The entire cost of the dining hall in 
the building, about £500, was borne by Mr. B. 
Nagiah, a prominent Andhra businessman. He 
was privileged to open the dining hall on the 
15th August, 1954. 

The Sabha's premises, comprising a spaci
ous hall, an adjoining dining hall and a large 
schoolroom, constitute a rendezvous for the 
Indian community for weddings, shows, meet
ings, receptions and study classes. The Clair
wood Gymnastic Club uses the premises for 
physical training classes every evening. The 
South African Red Cross Society (Clairwood 
Branch) have the use of the schoolroom for 
First Aid classes every Thursday evening. The 
Health Department of the Durban Corporation 
have established their Child Health Clinic in 
the hall, which is open every Wednesday. 

Health films are screened in the hall once a 
month by the Clairwood District Health Coun
cil. 

The Pathmajuranni Andhra Study Group, 
a kindred organisation founded in 1945, uses 
the premises for weekly social and other meet
ings. The Pathmajuranni Andhra Mahila 
Manuia Sabha, an organisation of the Andhra 
women of Clairwood, also uses the premises 
for praye~ and other functions. 

The Pathmajuranni Andhra Sabha has cat
ered for the Indian community of Clairwood 
by providing a community hall, large enough 
for their requirements. The charge for the 
hire of the hall is very reasonable. Many 
charitable, educational and other needy orga
nisations hav free use of the hall. Many or
ganisations receive substantial donations from 
the Sabha. 

The Sabha has also provided a bursary at 
the Clairwood Indian High School, styled the 
Pathmajuranni Andhra Sabha Bursary, to en
able two pupils to complete the requirements 
of the Junior Certificate Examination. 

In the Sabha's employ are two Telugu 
teachers, a supervisor, and a caretaker. All 
other official and administrative work is per
formed in an honorary capacity by members. 

This then is the proud achievement of the 
Pathmajuranni Sabha. It serves the commun
ity without any differentiation over class or 
creed. It looks forward to the second century 
with confidence and renewed faith in the ser
vice to which it is dedicated and to offering 
guidance and assistance wherever and when
ever required. 

THE Benoni Hindu Maha Sabha was estab- ance of better understanding and closer co
lished in 1953, and represents all sections operation in all walks of life. 

of the Hindu community of Benoni. The Sabha has obtained from the Town 
Among the objects of the Sabha are to im- Council free sites for the erection of a temple 

and a school with three classrooms. The 
part the mother-tongue to children of all sec- foundation stone was laid on 11th October, 
tions of the Hindu community, and to work 1954. The building, when completed, will 
for the benefit of Hindus, and for the further- cost in the neighbourhood of £10,000. 
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THE Sanathan Dharam Sabha and the 
Temple were established in Ladysmith in 

1898 with the object of providing premises for 
public worship and religious instruction for 
the Sanathanists of Ladysmith and district. 
The chief aim was to promote religious, social, 
cultural and educational activities. 

All followers of the Sanathan Dharma are 
eligible for membership. At present there 
are 2,000 members. The first list of members 
comprised mainly Hindi immigrants and their 
descendants. In the early days week-end 
~atsangs or gatherings for the purpose of hold
mg discourses on religious subjects and sing
ing of bhajans were a regular feature. These 
gatherings were held not only on the Sabha's 
premises but in private homes throughout the 
Northern Districts. To-day regular weekly 
religious services are conducted by the Rama
krishna Centre at the Temple with the assist
ance and co-operation of the Sabha. The ser
vices of the Ramakrishna Centre consist of 
prayers, kirtans and arti, and sermons. In 
addition to the grown-ups, as many as 500 
children attend these morning services. All 
the important festivals, namely, Ramnaumee, 
Krishna Jayanthi and Shiva Rathree are appro
·-priately celebrated. Besides congregational 
prayers, the Temple is open daily to the public 
for individual offerings and meditation. 

With short breaks owing to unforeseen 
circumstances, Hindi education has been pro
vided by the Sabha since its inception . For 
the past IO years good work has been done in 
this direction by voluntary workers. With the 
opening of new premises it is hoped that more 
attention will be given to the teaching of Hindi 
in the future. 

The Sabha has given all encouragement to 
the youth to participate fully in cultural activi
ties. The Prakash Band was formed under 
the auspices of the Sabha in 1940 and subse
quently a Dramatic Group was established in 
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1944. Both groups toured the important 
centres of Natal and Transvaal in 1945 with 
a Hindi play with great success. This year 
another successful tour was undertaken. Items 
by members of the band and the Dramatic 
Group have been rendered at eistedfoddau 
held locally and elsewhere. Members of the 
Sabha play an important part in the activities 
of the Deepavali Celebration Committee. The 
Sabha is also represented on the Education 
Committee, Technical Institute and Child Wel
fare Society of the town. 

During the Satyagraha Movement; ·Mahatma 
Gandhi used the Sabha's premises as his head
quarters and addressed several meetings there. 
The Durban Blood Transfusion Service has 
also been permitted to have its bleeding ses
sions on the Sabha's property. 

According to the Deed of Trust, executed on 
May 28, 1905, the first Trustees of the Sabha 
were Messrs. Moonoo Maharaj, Baldeo Ma
haraj, Rajcoomar Singh, Mandraj Singh and 
Haree Hirjee. The officials were : President, 
Mr. Baldeo Maharaj; Vice-President, Mr. Raj
coomer Singh; Secretary, Mr. Roop Singh: 
Treasurer, Mr. Haree Hirjee; Committee mem
bers, Messrs. Katharnath Maharaj, Sewbalak 
Maharaj, Negassur Singh, Dabee Singh, Gool
geri Lalla, C. Himunchal, Hutteram, C. Jewon, 
Mathadeen, Mathura, B. B. Matho, Bajrang 
Maharaj, Bhegelow, Sun Singh. 

The community was very poor and it was 
at a tremendous sacrifice that they acquired a 
property consisting of an old dwelling house 
on a ¾-acre site at 103 Forbes Street. The 
dwelling house was converted into a place of 
worship and used as such for almost 60 years. 

With the control of the activities of the 
Sabha passing on to younger members a con
centrated effort was made to erect a modern 
structure to serve the needs of the Hindi com
munity of Ladysmith. In the planning due 
regard was given to the provision of facilities 
to conform to present day conditions. 



After twenty years of hard work the dream 
has been realised. A magnificent edifice con
sisting of the Shrine and Hall has been erected 
at a cost of £15,000. The Shrine, which will 
be consecrated by the installation of Moorthees 
of Lord Vishnu and His Avatars as soon as 
they arrive from India, opens into the spacious 
Temple hall with a seating capacity of 850. 
The hall is well ventilated and has a large 
stage and is very well suited for the holding 
of religious, educational and cultural functions. 

During the Centenary celebrations the 
Temple Hall will be formally dedicated to the 
memory of the people who settled in this land 
during the early years. A library to house 
Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil and English books has 
also been comp!eted. Work is in progress to 
provide an amphitheatre to accommodate 
1,000 people. When completed this will. enable 
many activities for the general welfare of the 
youth to be undertaken . 

The Sabha's assets include I¼ acres of land 
and buildings valued at approximately £20,000, 

with furniture and fittings costing another 
£1,500. The Sabha has depended almost en
tirely on members of the Hindu community to 
finance its project. The response from the 
public has been magnificent. There is, how
ever, a debt of £5,000 still to be liquidated on 
the building. The Fund-raising Committee, 
ably assisted by the Ladies' Group and the 
Drama,tic Group, is continuing its creditable 
work to free the property. Tribute must also 
be paid to the past workers for the solid foun
dation they laid in the hope of providing a 
bright future for their descendants. 

The present officials are: Trustees, Messrs. 
T. Riga, H. R. Singh, R. Bennie, A. Haribhai , 
and R. Mothiram; President, Mr. _R. T. Riga; 
Vice-President, Mr. J. R. Singh; Joint Secre
taries, Messrs. K. R. Singh and B. Parag; Joint 
Treasurers, Messrs. B. Cheddie and B. Hurri
persadh. Committee members, Messrs. H. R. 
K. Singh, C. M. Nair, R. Kallicharum, S. Gun
path, B. Godhan, C. N. Naran, B. Mothiram, 
8. Ramkilawan, B. Maharaj, 8. Sooknunden, 
N. Haribhai and K. Assaram. 

Front View of New Temple and Hall 
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JT was in the year 1925 that the Hindus of 
East London met and formed the East 

London Hindoo Society to promote the social, 
moral, religious and general welfare of Hindus 
residing in East London and district. 

Immediately after the establishment of the 
Society, a building stand with a wood and 
iron house was purchased for the purpose of 
providing a centre where various activities in 
the interests of the Hindus could be under
taken. The dome of the temple which is in 
the front of the building was completed in 
1933. The other portions of the building 
were erected in 1957. On the ground floor of 
the building are the temple and the hall. A 
Gujarati school is run on the upper floor, on 
which there is a number of classrooms. The 
cost of the building was approximately £6,000. 

Gujurati is taught only in the afternoons as 
the children go to the English school in the 
morning. The Gujarati school waas started 
in 1942. At the moment there are 125 child
ren on the roll, taught by three part-time 
teachers up to standard three. 

Every Sunday evening from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. a religious service is conducted in the 
Temple. The congregation, consisting of 
adults, offers prayers by reciting slokas and 
mantras from the religious scriptures and sing
ing bhajans, kirtans and arti. In the morning 
from 10 a.m . .to 11 a.m. Sunday School Service 
is conducted especially for ,the children by the 
Secretary. The programme consists of devo
tional songs, arti and prayers. About 150 
children attend these services every week. 

The membership of the Society is open to 
all Gujarati male Hindus residing in East Lon
don and district. The entrance fee is five 
shillings per member and the monthly sub-

scription is two shillings and sixpence for 
officials, two shillings for Committee mem
bers, and one shilling for ordinary members. 

During the 35 years of the Society's exist
ence, the insHtution has been visited by many 
distinguished visitors from the different parts 
of the country and overseas. Some of the 
notable guests of the Society from India have 
been : Sir Deviprasad Sarvadhikari and Sir 
Sayed Raza Ali, who came to South Africa as 
members of the India Deputation in 1926; 
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, Sir Kurma Reddi and 
Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, India's Agents
General in South Africa, Lady Kunwarani, 
Swami Adhyananda of the Ramakrishna Mis
sion, Pandit Anandpriyaji with the Baroda 
Girl Guides, Sir Rama Rao (India's High 
Commissioner in South Africa), Lady Rama 
Rao, Pandit Rishiram (international lecturer), 
Pandit Ganga Prasad Upadhyaya (General 
Secretary, International Aryan League), Mr. 
Mukerjee (manager of the All India Football 
Team) and Pandit Harishankar Vidyarathi of 
the Bombay Arya Pratinidhi Sabha. 

The first Trustees of the Society were Messrs. 
Ghanshamdas Devan, Mala Renga, Khusal 
Govind, Gosay Morar, Lalloo Gopal, Daya 
Jeevan, Hasjee Karsan. 

The present officials are : President, Mr. 
Haribhai Nathoobhai; Vice-President, Mr. 
Bhavanbhai Gopal; Secretary, Mr. M . L. 
Harry; Assistant Secretary, Mr. I. V. Dullabh; 
Treasurer, Mr. V. Karsan. 

Committee members· Messrs. P. D. Bhika, 
R. L. Harry, B. Jivan, K. Rama, N. Vasan, 
D. Karsan and V. D. Bhika. Trustees: Messrs. 
P. D. Bhika, V. Hooka, K. M. Lal, R. Makan
ge, M. R. Parsotam, J. Makan and R. L. 
Harry. 

Li~rty of thoug~t and action is the only condition of life, of growth, of well-being. 
Where 1t does not exist, the man, the race, the nation must go down. 

-Swami Vivekananda. 
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1957 

Gujarati School, East London 

lmr-
The Kshatriya Gujarati Hall, Port Elizabeth 
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THE Shree Port Elizabeth Hindu Seva Samaj 
was founded on the 23rd July, 1944. Prior 

to that date there existed many other societies, 
the most important amongst which was Veda 
Dharma Sabha founded by Swami Shankara
nandji. 

A Gujarati School was begun in Port Eliza
beth in 1931. A snatak in the person of Sri 
Jagjivan Durlabhjee Dhruva from Gurukul, 
India, was sent for. His arrival made a great 
difference in the progress of social and religi
ous activities. Unfortunately his health was 
affected and he had to return to India within 
six months; but the good work he started con
tinues even to-day. Mr. Uttamlal D. Chavda 
taught Gujarati after Sri Druva. Later Sri 
Lalabhai Bhana Dhimar was sent for from 
India. He served the school for six years and 
then retired. His retirement created a prob
lem which was solved by getting, from Rho
desia, Sri Balubhai Fakirji Patel, who served 
as a teacher for nine years. At present the 
school is under the charge of Sri Shantilal 
Dahya. It has an enrolment of about 90 
pupils and provides education up to Standard 
JV. Prayer-classes for the children are held 
on Sundays. Prayer-meetings for adults are 
also held for an hour every Sunday evening 
when topics to promote religious consciousness 
are discussed and bhajans and kirtans sung. 

The following bodies are affiliated to the 
Port Elizabeth Hindu Seva Samaj : 

The Sri Kshatriya Gujarati Mandal. This 
Mandal owns a hall which is open to all Hin
dus for social and religious services and cele
brations. It also contributes generously to 
poor students and other destitutes in India. 

The Sri Mahila Mandal. This body is noted 
for its social work among women . 

The Yuvuk Mandal. This mandal has been 
holding prayer-havan meetings every Sunday 
at different homes for the last 15 years. It has 
also published the Yuvuk Divali Number, a 

Gujarati annual , and distributed 500 copies of 
it free of charge for six years , thus contribut
ing its share to Gujarati literary activity. 

The Sri Rajput Mandal. This society is 
doing useful social work among its members. 

The Samaj, in a South Africa-wide fund 
drive, collected £4,000, which has enabled it 
to buy immovable property. The income de
rived from its assets is used to pay the 
teachers' salaries and other running expenses 
of the school and the Samaj. 

The Samaj is also responsible for the organ
isation of the celebrations of religious and 
national events, such as Divali-when all Hin
dus close their businesses and take part in 
prayers and havan-Ramnavmi , Krishnashtmi 
and Gandhi J ayanti. 

During the holy month of Shravan a daily 
programme of bhajans, havan and religious 
discourses is arranged every night by the Sri 
Mahila Manda!. 

The following have rendered meritorious 
services during the past 16 years to the Samaj : 

From 23/7/ 44 to 21/2/ 48: Chairman, 
Dahyabhai Ranchhodji Patel; secretaries, 
Chhotubhai Dahyabhai Maganlal Gajjar; 
treasurer, Ranchhodji Govindji Varma. 

From 22/ 2/ 48 to 14/ 4/ 49 : Chairman, 
Dahyabhai Ranchhodji Lalla; secretaries, Ma
ganlal Gajjir, Dhirajlal Mohanlal; treasurer, 
Bhikhubhai B. Ramjee. 

From 15/ 4/ 49 to 17/ 5/ 52: Chairman, 
Dahyabhai Chauhan; secretaries, Chhotubhai 
Dahyabhai Brijlal Jivanji ; treasurer, Narandas 
Kasanji. 

From 18/ 5/ 52 to 20/ 11 / 54 : Chairman, 
Naginbhai P. Amii ; secretaries, Brijlal Jivanji 
Harkisan Chhibabhai ; treasurer, Jagubhai Ra
tanji. 

From 21/ 11 / 54 to date : Chairman, Chho
tubhai Dahyabhai; secretaries, Shantilal Dah
yabhai Damodar Ratanjie; treasurer, Ambelal 
Bhagatji. · 
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THE events that led to the forrr_iation _of. the 
Hindi Yuvuk Sabha had thelf begmnmgs 

in a letter dated 8th December, 1938, written 
by Mr. S. Mungaroo to the Town Clerk, Lady
smith in which an application was made for 
a pie~e of land for the purpose of constructing 
a Hindi temple. 

This application was supported by a petition 
containing 72 signatures, which was submitted 
to the Ladysmith Town Council in the first 
week of January, 1939. The sequel to these 
early efforts by enterprising people with vision 
was a Jetter, dated 3rd February, 1939, from 
the Town Clerk to Mr. S. Mungaroo, convey
ing the happy tidings that the Council had 
agreed to grant a piece of ground .9 of an 
acre in extent, for religious purposes at a 
rental of 4 shillings per quarter as from the 
1st March, 1939. This land was later pur
chased outright for £25. 

With the grant of land now an accomplished 
fact, three persons took the responsibility of 
convening a meeting for the purpose of launch
ino a society. These men were Messrs. S. 
M~ngaroo, B. Gunpath and R. B. Singh. The 
meeting was held at the residence of Mr. L. 
Sewgolam on the 12th February, 1939. It 
was at this meeting that the Hindu Yuvuk 
Sabha was inaugurated. Those present at the 
meeting were Messrs. S. Mungaroo, S. Gun
path, L. Sewgolam, H . B. Bhola, B. Somaroo, 
D. Ramdutt, N. Parag, S. Maharaj , Moorally, 
S. Mahabel, K. Baijnath, B. Ramsaroop, 
Bharath Bhola, R. B. Maharaj, B. Sirikissoon, 
R. Somaroo, M. Prem, Chundernath Sewgo
lam, R. Maniram, B. Balkissoon, T. B. Bhola 
and Jodha Singh. They became the foundation 
members. The first officials of the Society 
were : President, Mr. L. Sewgolam; Secreta
ries, Messrs. S. Mungaroo and H. B. Bhola: 
Treasurer, Mr. B. Gunpath . 

The aims and objects of the Sabha, as em
bodied in the Constitution are : 

Hindu Religion, Literature and Culture; 

b. To invite missionaries and lecturers of 
all classes to deliver lectures on religion 
and social matters; 

c. To promote, encourage and provide edu
cational facilities, i.e., the : teaching of 
Hindi and English; 

d. To celebrate important national and re
ligious festivals. 

With the Hindi Yuvuk Sabha now properly 
constituted, the next milestone in its history 
was reached on the 21st August, 1949, when 
a meeting was convened to consider the erec
tion of a building. A permit for this purpose 
had been granted earlier by the Building Con
troller. A decision was taken to accelerate 
the programme of fund raising, and in this 
direction yeoman service was rendered by a 
host of willing workers. Secretarial duties 
throughout the period of building operations 
were in the hands of Mr. S. L. Sewgolam, the 
son of the Sabha's President. 

On the 24th November, 1949, Inspector 
Mr. Nico Meiring of the Natal Education De
partment, inspected the building in order to 
determine its suitability or otherwise for the 
purpose of an English school. Mr. Meiring 
was accompanied by the late Mr. M. Subban, 
the Principal of the Indian Secondary School, 
and the secretary. The 2nd of July, 1950, 
was, indeed, a red letter day for the Sabha for 
it was on that day that, amidst a large and 
representative gathering from all parts of the 
Province, Pandit Nardev Vedalankar (Presi
dent of the Hindi Shiksh~Sangh of South 
Africa) performed the offi ·. I opening cere
mony of the Sabha Hall. ndi classes were 
immediately started with an enrolment of 52 
children with the help of teachers who gave 
their services gratis. The Hindi school con
ducted by the Hindi Yuvuk Sabha was the 
first in Northern Natal to affiliate to the Hindi 
Shiksha Sangh. Later twelve of its pupils 

a. To promote and encourage the study of passed the Hindi Prathama examination. 
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At the celebrations of Hindu festivals, which 
are arranged jointly with the Arya Samaj, 
Ladysmith, the Hindi School has played an 
important part in rendering sketches, songs, 
bhajans and music and reciting mantras from 
the Hindu scriptures. The first sketch was 
performed during the Deepavali Sports, which 
was held at the Windsor High School ground 
before a gathering of over 600 people. The 
Hindi School also brought honours to the Sab
ha by capturing G. Amaidas's Floating Trophy 
at the annual competition, organised by the 
Deepavali Celebration Committee. Weekly 
services are conducted by Mr. Vithal Lalla, 
the Patron of the Sabha. 

Another momentous day in the annals of 
the Sabha was in July, 1950, when the Klip 
River Government Aided Indian School came 
into being with two classrooms and an enrol
ment of 48 pupils. In 1955 extensive addi
tions were made to the school in the form of 
three new classrooms, an office, a stock room, 
a cloak room, and a block of outbuildings, 
consisting of a school-meals kitchen, store
room and caretakers' quarters. The roll in 
1955 increased to I 59. With the introduction 
of platoon classes the roll rose to 398 at the 
end of 1959. 

The progress of the Klip River School is a 
happy indication of the growing strength of 

the Hindi Yuvuk Sabha. The Grantee of the 
School is Mr. L. Sewgolam, and the Principal, 
since its inception, is Mr. A. N. Chinnah. 

The first trustees of the Sabha were Messrs. 
L. Sewgolam, R. Somaroo, N. Parag, B. Be
choo and Baboonunan Maharaj. On the death 
of Mr. R. Samaroo, the vacancy was filled by 
his son, Mr. Bhagwandeen Somaroo. The 
present membership of the Sabha is 105. 

At th:! moment the officials of the Sabha 
are : Patrons, Messrs. Vithal Lalla, Pandit 
Nardev Vedalankar, Nathoo V. Morar, N. K. 
Singh. Mr. T. Baijoo, who died recently, 
was also a patron. President, Mr. B. Godhan. 
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. S. Pachai, D. Mun
garoo, L. Sewgolam and J . Kallideen; Secre
ttaries, Messrs. B. Vithal and B. Datadin; 
Treasurer, Mr. Arjun Sonpal. 

Management Committee : Messrs. H. B. 
Maharaj , Rubbie Narrandes, Sunker Singh, 
K. H. Bhola and S. Mungaroo. Auditor, Mr. 
R. Kallie. 

Others who have served the Society as 
office-bearers are Mr. Simbhoo Maharaj, Presi
dent, Messrs. H. B. Bhola, S. Mungaroo, Sar
wan L. Sewgolam, J. Kallideen, K. H. Bhola, 
R. Kallideen, B. Harriepersadh, B. Bharath, 
S. Sooknunan, as secretaries; Messrs. B. Gun
path, Sewlal Gunpath, N. Parag, B. Budhai, as 
treasurers; and Mr. B. Vithal, auditor. 

Hall and Klip River Govt. Aided Indian School 
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THE Hindu Young Men's Association, now 
known as the Newcastle Tamil Association, 

was established in 1910. In the early days 
it was a strong and virile body and looked 
after the interests of the Hindu community, 
pertaining to social, cultural and religious 
matters. 

In 1930, during the secretaryship of Mr. 
R. C. Naidoo (Dick), a building, which then 
housed the St. Oswald's Government-Aided 
Indian School, was purchased. A new consti
tution was drawn up. Mr. C. V. Aboo and 
Mr. G. S. Bryan were elected chairman and 
secretary respectively. This restricted the 
membership to mainly Tamil-speaking Hindus. 
The first trustees of the Association were 
Messrs. D. Poonsamy, P. Pachai and 0. J. 
Christopher. 

A Tamil school was conducted in the build
ing and all the minutes of meetings were re
corded in Tamil. Later the Association de
cided to demolish the old building and erect a 
new one. In order to achieve this various 
ways and means were devised to raise funds. 
The Tamil school children, accompanied by 
Messrs. N. C. Naidoo, T. M. Padayachee, 0. 
J. Christopher, D. Pachai, N. George Ellary, 
A. K. Naidoo, M. P. Chetty, V. V. Naicker 
and Miss Visalachee Pillay (Mrs. 0. J. Chris
topher), toured the main centres of the Trans
vaal and Natal with their dramatic play, "Nella 
Thunga", and collected a substantial amount 
of money. Simultaneously two troups of 
collectors consisting of the late Messrs. C. V. 
Aboo, R. Ramsaroop, Ramlal Singh, P. Pa
chai and Messrs. M. P. Chetty, 0. J. Christo
pher and N. R. Naidoo, made a drive for 
funds. With the moneys obtained from the 
public the present hall was erected. It stands 
as a monument to the efforts of these public
spirited persons. The foundation stone of the 
hall was laid by the late Mrs. Ammanie Ru
thnum Chetty who had rendered good services 
to the society. 

In 1958 a Ladies' Sungam, an auxiliary 
body of the Newcastle Tamil Association, 
came into existence, with Mrs. 0. J. Christo
pher as chairwoman, Mrs. N. R. Naidoo and 
Mrs. C. S. Naidoo as secretaries and Mrs. D. 

Pachai as treasurer. This body is responsible 
for organising all the poojas. It also holds 
a meeting every Wednesday when sacred songs 
are taught to them by the chairwoman. The 
present officials of the Sungum are : Chair
woman, Mrs. 0. J. Christopher; secretary, 
Mrs. C. V. Ramiah; treasurer, Mrs. G. P. 
Chetty. 

At present the property is freehold and the 
main hall is used as a cinema-house. Two 
classrooms are rented by the Natal Education 
Department as an annexe to the St. Oswald's 
[ndian High School. The income received 
from these two sources and membership fees 
have helped to put the Association on a sound 
financial footing. The Tamil School, which 
has a roll of 90 children, is conducted by two 
teachers. 

The constitution of the Association provides 
for the free use of the hall by any non-Euro
pean organisation for cultural purposes. The 
Association co-operates with other Hindu in
stitutions to promote the cultural and religious 
welfare of the general Hindu community. 

The Association is affiliated to the South 
African Hindu Maha Sabha and is a staunch 
supporter of the parent body. The future of 
the Newcastle Tamil Association lies in the 
hands of young men and women who no doubt 
will always strive to uphold its prestige. 

The present officials of the Association are : 
chairman, Mr. N. P. Naidoo; secretary, Mr. 
M. M . Naidoo; treasurer, Mr. C. P. Chetty. 
Mr. M. P .Chetty and Mr. Alfred Poonsamy, 
now resident in Pietermaritzburg, are the new 
trustees. 

During the 50 years of the Association's 
existence a number of sincere, enthusiastic 
men have come forward to manage the affairs 
of the Association as of\ge-bearers. Some of 
the most prominent have\been the following : 
Messrs. V. V. Naidoo, G. G. Chetty, R. M. 
Karayan, R. P. Govender, C. R. Naidoo, P. 
Pachai, C. V. Aboo, R. C. Naidoo, G. S. 
Bryan, D. Poonsamy, 0. J. Christopher, T. M. 
Padayachee, D. Pachai, N. R. Naidoo, C. R. 
Chetty, S. P. Pachai, L. S. Pillay, N. G. Nai
doo, M. M. Naidoo. 
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Newcastle Tamil Association Members of H.Y.M.A., 1921 
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THE Hindu Young Men's Association, Pieter- evenings. Each year the anniversary of the 
maritzburg, was founded in 1905 by Pro- Association is celebrated with a lot of thought 

fessor Bhai Parmanand, of Lahore, India, the and preparation. The celebrations are atten
first Vedic missionary to visit this country. ded in large numbers, particularly by delegates 

representing other Hindu organisations in the 
The aims and objects of the Association are city. 

to ~plift_ t~e Hind~s in matters pertaining to During the fifty-five years of its existence 
their rehg10us, social and moral welfare and the Association has been the custodian and 
to promote the Tamil language and culture. disseminator of the best in the Tamil language, 

At first the activities of the Association were culture, music and traditions. It has laboured 
centralised in a hall which was rented in to protect the interests of the general Hindu 
Church Street. Over the years that followed community. In fact, it is one of the oldest 
much enthusiasm was evinced and this enabled Tamil _institutions in this country. 
the Association to stabilise itself financially. i::amil dramas have been staged from time 
A_ propert~ ~as acquir~~ and on this a mag- to time as a means of swelling the funds of the 
mficent _building ~~mpnsmg a hall and library Association. An Educational Trust has been 
was built. Ad~it10ns to the main building for~ed fo~ the purpose of providing financial 
were made possible ~hrough the donation of ass1s!ance m the way of bursaries to deserving 
Mr. Kuppie Murrie. Tamil students and of inviting Tamil teachers 

A G?vernment-a_ided school is at present from India. The Trust was brought into exist
housed m the premises of the Association. In ence through donations magnanimously re
the afternoons tuition is imparted in Tamil to ceived from the public. 
well over 300 children. Adult classes in Tamil The patron of the Association is Shri Raja-
for both males and females are held in the gopalachari of India. 
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THE Pretoria Tamil League was established 
in 1905 for the purpose of imparting Tamil 

education, observing Hindu festivals and 
watching the interests of the Tamil people. 
The foundation members were Messrs. V. S. 
Pillay, Venugopal Naidoo, S. Naidoo, T. 
Naidoo, Moothoo Ranga Padayachy, Rajoo 
Pillay, A. G. Pillay, Satyappa Chettiar, R. V. 
Nayana, R. Kathir, Velloo Padayachy, Puck
eree Padayachy, Avatharanam Padayachy, 
Soobaya Padayachy, Goorusmy Chetty, Kan
dasamy Moodley and Nadesa Father. 

After being formed, the League took charge 
of the wood and iron temple built by Messrs. 
Veera Pillay and Pounambikay Naidoo on 
Stand 420, given to the community during the 
regime of President Kruger. Later the Siva 
Soobramaniar and Govinda Raja Perumaal 
Shrines were erected on Stand 419 and the 
Mariamman Temple on Stand 397. 

As there were no halls for the Indian people 
in the eady days in the city, the temple 
grounds were used to hold political meetings 
besides those held in connection with social 
and religious matters. Members of the Tamil 
League, notable among . whom were Mr. and 
Mrs. V. S. Pillay, Mr. Venugopal Naidoo and 
Mr. S. Naidoo, were staunch supporters of 
the Passive Resistance movement, launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi. Therefore, during the 
period 1905-1919, the emphasis shifted from 
religious to political activities. 

A Tamil Vedic School was established 
through the efforts of Messrs. V. S. Pillay and 
V. Appasamy Nayagar. To raise funds for 
the school they toured the Transvaal with a 
group of children, entertaining the public with 
garba, maypole dances and sketches written in 
Tamil by Mr. V. Appasamy Nayagar. They 
were assisted in the Transvaal by Messrs. R. 
Kathiray Velloo Padayachy, Venugopal Nai
doo, Coomarasamy Padayachy, A. G. Pillay, 
N. G. Pillay, P. Mooragasa Padayachy, and in 
the Cape by Messrs. R. K. Padayachy and C. 
B. Pillay. 

The Tamil Vedic School was opened by the 
Administrator of the Transvaal at that time. 
Mr. V. Appasamy Nayagar was appointed 
Principal. To complete the school a loan of 
£300 was taken from Mr. S. Nagappan of 
Witbank. Three plays-Nallathangal, Manic-

kavasagar, Alliarasani-written by Mr. V. 
Appasamy Nayagar, were staged in various 
parts to raise funds to repay the loan. 

In 1938 a building, 110 feet by 30 feet, in
cluding a kitchen, was erected on Stands 303 
and 322, adjoining the Mariamman Temple. 
The building was subsequently converted into 
a hall and school. In the mornings the school 
is hired out to the Transvaal Education De
partment. All the activities of the League 
and the Tamil School are held in the hall, 
which is also used as a venue for political, 
social, religious, educational and sporting 
activities, weekly first-aid classes and wed
dings. 

A deputation from the League, consisting of 
Messrs. V. A. Nayagar, P. S. Velloo, R. K. 
Padayachy, G. Krishnan, Perumal Naidoo, 
Coomarasamy Padayachy, and P. Moorugasa 
Padayachy, approached the City Council of 
Pretoria for the provision of white block 
houses for the poorer Indians. 

A chapel adjoining the eastern side of the 
Pretoria Hindu Seva Samaj Crematorium was 
built by a special committee consisting of 
Messrs. G. Perumal, C. A. Pillay, G. Krish
nan, V. Moonsamy and V. S. Moodley. 

In 1951 the school building on Stand 
397 /33 in Cowie Street was converted into 
dwelling houses and rented in order to obtain 
regular income for the upkeep of the temple 
and the Tamil school and for the administra
tion of the other affairs of the League. 

In 1956 the kitchen was demolished to en
able extensions to be made to the hall. Another 
kitchen was erected at the north-western side 
of the temple yard with a stove, geysers, and 
stainless steel sinks donated by the Pretoria 
Tamil Mather Sangum. Adjoining the nor
thern and western sides of the temple, dormi
tories to accommodate 300 persons were 
erected. The foUowing ~e responsible for 
the completion of this pro]lct: Messrs. C. A. 
Pillay, G. Krishnan, V. Soobrayan, V. V. 
Naidoo, P. Siva Chetty, S. A. Pandarum, G. 
Perumal, S. Veloo, A. Nadasen and M. 
Nadasen. 

The present officials are: Patron, Mr. C. A. 
Pillay; Chairman, Mr. V. A. Soobaya; Secretary. 
Mr. G. Krishnan; Joint Treasurers, Mr. V. V. 
Naidoo and Mr. P. Siva Chetty. 
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