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JN the year 1941, a few_people, namely, the 
late Mr. H. N. MaharaJ, the late Mr. B. R. 

Singh, the late Mr. M. K. Singh and Pandit 
Ramavatar Shukla, felt strongly that a Sana
than Dharma Sabha should be established for 
the purpose of preserving in this country the 
ancient teachings of the Vedas, Puranas, and 
the Shastras. With this in mind they visited 
the various parts of Natal and persuaded 105 
people to convene a mass meeting of Sana
thanists. At this historic meeting, which was 
held at the Durban Hindu Temple on the 7th 
September, 1941, a unanimous decision was 
taken to form the Shree Sanathan Dharma 
Sabha (Natal). 

In 1943 at a meeting of the Sabha, Mr. 
Baboolal Maharaj suggested that a property 
be purchased in Central Durban to propagate 
the aims and objects of the Sabha. The sug
gestion was readily accepted and very soon 
thereafter a property situated at 9a Crabbe 
Street, Durban, was purchased for the sum of 
£1,000. 

A committee meeting was held at the resi
dence of the late Mr. H. N. Maharaj to de
vise ways and means of collecting the amount 
required. It was decided at this meeting that 
anyone who donated the sum of £ 100 to the 
Sabha would become a life-trustee. A col
lection committee, comprising Messrs. Baboo
lal Maharaj, H. N. Maharaj, B. R. Singh, 
M. K. Singh and Pandit Dwarika Maharaj, 
was formed. Within three days the committee 
collected £100 each from Messrs. Baboolal 
Maharaj, Ramlal Maharaj, Pandit S. Lalla 
Maharaj, Messrs. R. D. Chowthee, B. Ram
charan, R. Parmalik Singh, R. Rampersad, the 
late Mr. H. N. Maharaj, the late Mr. M. 
Lutchman, the late Mr. S. L. Ramganas and 
the late Mr. B. D. Maharaj. They thus be
came the first life-trustees of the Sabha. 

To give stability to the institution it was 
resolved that a substantial building be erected 
on the property purchased. When the plans 
were drawn up, Messrs. H. N. Maharaj, B. R. 
Singh, M. K. Singh, Mahabeer Ramawtar and 
Baboolal Maharaj, as members of the collec
tion committee, visited Mr. R. Beachen, of 
Ixopo, in October 1944 and obtained from 
him the princely donation of £2,500. Mr. 
Beachen was made the first patron of the 
Sabha. This magnificent donation gave im
petus and enthusiasm to the Sabha to proceed 
further with its project. In the course of their 
collection the Committee met the late Mr. 
Bengali Mahabeer, who had already donated 
the sum of £100 and influenced him to make 
a further contribution of £505. In apprecia
tion of his generosity, Mr. Mahabeer was given 
the honour of laying the foundation stone on 
the 5th December, 1948. 

While the building was in progress, Mr. K. 
Lalloo and Mr. S. Salligram came forward to 
assist in speeding up the completion of the 
project. Twenty-eighth October, 19 51, was 
indeed a red-letter day for the Sabha when 
Mr. Baboolal Juggernauth Maharaj performed 
the formal opening of the hall, named Beachen 
Hall, at an impressive public function. 

With the hall completed, the Sabha decided 
to establish an English school in the morning, 
leaving the afternoon for the running of Hindi 
classes. The applicatio~to the Natal Edu
cation Department was s , essful and the Dur
ban Sanathan Govern ent-Aided Indian 
School, with 160 pupils distributed in four 
classrooms, was opened. Mr. K. Lalloo was 
nominated as the Grantee and Mr. K. Misra 
appointed as the Principal. 

The gallery of the Beachen Hall was oc
cupied for a number of years by the Divine 
Life Society which used the premises free of 
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charge for their Sunday services, kirtans, bha
jans, and for the printing and dissemination of 
their literature. 

In the year 1954, the Arya Samaj, who 
owned the Westville Government-Aided Indian 
School, got into financial difficulties, and an 
appeal was made to the Sabha to purchase 
this building in order to continue the education 
of the children in that area. Mr. R. Parmalik 
Singh, who was the new Chairman of Council, 
played a leading part in the collection drive 
to pay off the purchase price of the property. 
A substantial sum was collected and paid, but 
an amount of approximately £800 was still out
standing. This was subsequently wiped out 
by the proceeds of a dramatic show. On the 
redemption of the property a Thanksgiving 
Service, which took the form of a Shree 
Satyanarain Katha, was performed on the 6th 
July, 1958. 

The official opening of the school under the 
new proprietorship was performed by Mr. W. 
S. Singh on the 17th March, 1957. At a later 
stage the name was changed from the Westville 
Government-Aided Indian School to the Sana
than Sabha Government-Aided Indian School. 
Mr. N. Ramchurran was appointed the Grantee 
of the school. Since the opening, two new 
classrooms have been added to the building. 

The aims and objects of the Sabha are :-
a. To bind with the spirit of unity, concord 

and fellowship, all Hindus; 
b. To construct or build temples and other 

religious institutions in any part of the 
Province of Natal for the purpose of 
worship and religious work and to open 
branch institutions wherever the Com
mittee deems fit; 

c. To build, conduct and maintain schools 
for the furtherance of Sanskrit and 
other allied language and, in particular, 
Hindustani ,and for the propagation of 
Hindu literature, culture and religion. 

d. To work for the educational, social and 
religious upliftment of the Hindu com
munity; 

e. To enter into arrangements with the 
Government of the Union of South 
Africa and/or the Education Depart
ment of the Province of Natal or with 
any other Institutions for the mainten
ance of any school or schools, to lease 
any school or schools or to do whatever 
is deemed desirable for the p:irpose of 

providing educational facilities for 
Hindu children; 

f. To co-operate with any institutions, hav
ing similar objects for the furtherance 
of all or any of the objects herein; 

g. To acquire, purchase, lease or to re
ceive by way of donation, legacy or be
quest, possess and own property, mov
able and immovable, for the benefit of 
the Sabha, as a whole, and to hold any 
properties so acquired, in trust for the 
furtherance of the objects herein cited; 

h. To celebrate Hindu festivals, deliver lec
tures, hold discourses thereon, and to 
perform any other duties beneficial to 
the Hindu community in general. 

The membership consists of adults of the 
Hindu-speaking community from Central Dur
ban and its environs, and of representatives 
and officials from the various towns in the 
Uplands, Midlands and the North and South 
Coasts of Natal. Many towns and villages 
have formed local branches of the Sanathan 
Dharma Sabha, and these, together with their 
Temple Committees, are affiliated to the parent 
body. 

The constitution of the Sabha covers a very 
wide field and permits any Hindi-speaking per
son of 18 years and over to become a mem
ber, providing he undertakes to practise the 
teachings, principles and rituals of the Vedas, 
E:hastras and the Puranas. 

The birthdays of Lord Rama and Lord 
Krishna are celebrated. The Deepavali Fes
tival is observed annually, and on this happy 
occasion parcels of sweetmeat and fruit are 
distributed to the inmates of the F.O.S.A. 
Settlement, the Natal Indian Blind Society, 
the Aryan Benevolent Home, McCord's Zulu 
Hospital and other institutions. 

The Office-bearers for the present year are : 
President : Mr. K. Lalloo. 
Immediate Past President: Mr. R. R. Maharaj. 
Chairman of Council: Mr. K. L. Maharaj. 
Joint Hon. Secretaries : Mr. R. Ram Bharosa, 

Mr. M. B. Juggernauth. 
Hon. Treasurer : Mr. Imrith Juggernauth. 

The eleven Trustees at present are : Mr. 
Baboolal Maharaj, Mr. Ramlal Maharaj, Mr. 
S. Lalla Maharaj, Mr. D. N. Maharaj, Mr. B. 
Ganesh Maharaj, Mr. R. Mahabeer, Mr. R. D. 
Chowthee, Mr. R. Rampersad, Mr. R. Bhug
wandass, Mr. Rampa! Sing, Mr. B. Ram
charan. 

13,5 



Building at Crabbe Street, Durban 

---..::; 

Sanathan Sabha Govt. Aided Indian School, Westville 
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THE forefathers of the Surat Hindus of South 
Africa came to this country as free pas

sengers towards the end of the nineteenth 
century. Most of them did not bring their 
families with them so they lived a single life. 
They used to visit the mother-country every 
three or four years . Some of them brought 
their sons with them because in those days 
this was permissible. It was not necessary 
for them to be accompanied by their mothers. 
In the early days most of them were engaged 
in hawking fruit and vegetables as there was 
very little scope in other business. 

Although they did not know English most 
of them had an elementary knowledge of 
Gujarati, and as they were religiously inclined 
they celebrated the important Hindu festivals, 
among them, Ram Navmi, Krishna Ashtmi, 
Deepavali and Holi. 

In the year 1907 some people with fore
sight got together and formed the Surat Hin
doo Association at the suggestion of Swami 
Shankeranandji Maharaj. In 1910 the Asso-1/ 
ciation purchased a property at 127 Victoria 
Street, Durban. To pay for this property 
money was collected in Durban and Johannes
burg. 

On this property there were two · cdttages 
which were let on rent. Some rooms in the 
central portion were kept vacant as a Dhar
mashala or rest-house for visitors from Johan
nesburg and the Cape Province. From the 
accumulated income of this property the As
sociation bought another property in Cross 
Street in 1917, where a new building, com
prising two shops and a warehouse on the 
ground floor and three storeys of flats, is in 
the process of construction. 

cause the School Committee passed a resolu
tion that the children attending Gujarati 
classes should also learn Urdu. Mr. Shaikh 
Mehtab took exception to this resolution and 
resigned from the Madrassa School Commit
tee. At this stage the Surat Hindoo Associa
tion opened a private school in Mr. D. P . 
Desai's warehouse in Brook Street, which was 
obtained rent-free for the purpose of a school. 
Mr. Shaikh Mehtab'' was engaged as the 
teacher. 

In 1925 the Association demolished the 
front portion of the Victoria Street building 
and erected in its place a magnificent edifice, 
comprising two shops, flats and a hall. About 
•this time the Union Government passed a 
law restricting the introduction of sons unless 
they were accompanied by their mothers. In 
order to meet this legal requirement many of 
the people were obliged to bring their wives 
to this country. As a result of this the num
ber of school-going Gujarati children increased 
rapidly, thus causing a pressing need for a 
proper vernacular school. In 1933 a pro
perty was purchased in Prince Edward Street 
where, a year later, a Gujarati school was 
built . 

To run the Gujarati school a new body, 
named the Surat Hindoo Education Society 
was formed. In order to support and main
tain the Gujarati school, this Society collected 
some £300 and purchased the property at 
4 7 / 49 Prince Edwa.r.cL.Street. As time went 
by, it7'5ecame diffi~~lt for children to get ad
mission into English schools. Therefore, a 
private English school was opened in the hall 
at 127 Victoria Street in 1948-49. As the 
number of school-going children continued to 
increase annually the Association decided to 
build a proper English school at 13 7 / 139 
Prince Edward Street, Durban. 

Adequate attention was given to mother
tongue education. Mr. V. N. Naik . used to 
run a private Anglo-Vernacular school to 
which both Hiindus and Muslims were ad- After undergoing some initial difficulties, the 
mitted. Some children attended Gujarati Association managed to get its school plan 
classes in the Madrassa School in Pine Street passed by the City Council, and obtained an 
but they were forced to leave the school be- occupation permit from the Minister of In-
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