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<Rall.iaHJaJ ffiadu J'e~• 
J'a-•i (<llalal) 

SOME seventy-five years ago, a small band 
of intrepid men, born of the hardy soil of 

that small corner of India, known as Kathia
wad, re-named Saurashtra and now forming 
part of the new State of Gujarat, came to the 
shores of South Africa. Like all pioneers, they 
possessed little material wealth, but were for
tified both in spirit and mind by their philo
sophy and heritage, the Hindu Religion. They 
were the Kathiawadi Hindus, the smallest sec
tion of the Indian people to have migrated to 
this country. Even today they do not number 
more than a hundred families. 

They were not all of the same group or 
caste. They included Brahmins, Vaniks, Lo
hanas, Khatris, Sonis (Pattanis and Girnaras) 
and others. But all had one thing in com
mon, the heritage of an old culture and civili
zation and courage and determination to es
tablish themselves in their new land. The 
first settlers arrived in 1884 and were followed 
by others in 1893 under the guidance of 
Gandhiji; then a young lawyer. 

Their forebears were materially poor but 
s!piritually rich. ' Their aptitudes lay essen
tially in the sphere of trade and commerce, 
with such crafts as some of them possesed in 
wrought gold and silver and jewellery of all 
kinds. By honest toil,· business acumen, thrift 
and much sacrifice and the great virtue of ab
stinence, they have made marked progress and 
today constitute an important section of the 
community. 

. ln the course of time. with greater security 
and, stability, the people began to think more 
:fod m9re in terms of a broad-based organisa
tion for the public good. In this way they 
were brought closer together and developed a 
broader outlook. 

The names of the societies formed in those 
d~_y~. wer~.; :Natal 'L(Jl)ana NitiDarshak Sabha 
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(1905), Kathiawad Arya Mandal (1908), 
Kathiawad Pattani Soni Association (1905), 
Saurashtra Hindu Association (1927), Sri 
Girnara Soni Hitvardhak Mandal (1932) and 
South African Yanik Association (1934). Of 
these institutions only the Kathiawad Arya 
Mandal and Saurashtra Hindu Association 
weer representative of all the Kathiawadi 
groups. The former did useful work in the 
early days. Their efforts were highly appre
ciated by Mahatmaji. 

Building on the work of their forefathers, 
many people have established flourishing busi
nesses, and with this economic advancement 
has come a widening of their interests. There 
has been a desire on the part of many to seek 
occupations outside trade, so that now num
bers have turned to medicine, law and educa
tion. With this there has been a great awak
ening in individual and community responsi
bilities, not only to their own small society 
itself but to the wider field of Indian interests 
and news. 

It was in this context that the Kathiawad 
Hindu Seva Samaj, was formed in December, 
1943. It is today a channel through which 
most of their educational cultural, welfare a11d 
charitable work is expressed. The Samaj has 
united the several sub-groups of the Kathia
wadi people into one organisation. Much of 
its inspiration is due to the energy of Dr. N. P. 
Desai and to a few others. 

The Samaj was ip.itially. mot.ivated by two 
great aims. Ot1.e was. to . epcpurage and prp
serve the home laJilgqage and cuJture, Gujarati, 
in order to instil in· the young people a re
verence and love for the heritage of the past. 
The other aim was to equip the people to 
play their part in a developing community 
around them, the Indian community, and be-



yond that in the special social order in which 
they found themselves. 

In no sphere of public activity have Indians 
as a whole contributed as much as they have 
in the cause of education, and, in this respect, 
the Kathiawadis can justifiably be proud of 
their contribution. 

One of their greatest needs was education 
for young people within a modern society 
where English is the medium of education. 
Within three years of its establishment, the 
Kathiawad Hindu Seva Samaj established the 
Lome Street Government-Aided Indian School 
in Durban, and the Mahatma Gandhi Hall at 
a cost of £35,000. The school provides ac
commodation for some 450 children from all 
sections of the Indian community in the central 
area of the city. In addition, the building has 
been used for some of the classes of the M. L. 
Sultan Technical College. 

When it was first established, the Lorne 
Street School took its pupils up to Standard II, 
and it was not until 1952 that the first of its 
pupils were entered for and passed the Stan
dard VI Examination. All 31 who wrote the 
examination passed. 

It was at this school, also, that lessons were 
given in the Gujarati language. And for this 
instruction the Gujaratis had to depend upon 
the devotion of those among them capable of 
imparting knowledge to their children. In this 
way, the Lorne Street School has served many 
purposes, endeavouring at all times to equip 
children for the society in which they would 
have to grow up. The Lorne Street School 
was a primary school and its pupils wishing 
to continue their education to the higher stan
dards sought admission to Sastri College, but 
Sastri College could not cope with the grow
ing demand for secondary education. Hun
dreds of students were thus turned away. 

The Samaj, therefore, gave serious con
sideration to this problem. Out of this con
cern, and to help alleviate the situation, the 
Samaj applied for and was fortunate in being 
granted a site situated at Curries Fountain in 
extent approximately 2 acres, through the gen
erosity of the City Council. An ambitious plan 
was drawn up to erect a primary and a second
ary school at this site. This huge scheme en-
tailed immense expenditure, a sum of over 
£125,000. Many members thought this too 
large an undertaking and too heavy a burden 
for so small a community. 

How indeed were they to obtain such a vast 
amount of money? But it was here, in the 
very size of their project, that t~e)'. found t~e 
greatest evidence of the magnamm1ty of their 
people. One of their most respected members, 
Mr. V. Valjee, came forward with an, offer 
of £10,000, a stirring inspiration to their So
ciety. At a later stage of this project, the 
Desai Brothers, of Messrs. Gandhi & Co., well 
known as the Gandhi-Desai family, members of 
which have played a leading role in the Samaj, 
increased their initial contribution to the 
School from £5,000 to £10,000. There is no 
doubt that these magnificent gestures coming 
from Mr. V. Valjee and the Desai Bros., 
roused even the most cautious members of the 
Samaj to the greatest e~deayours of ser_vice and 
sacrifice. Other contributions came m, large 
and small, and soon the Samaj was able to es
tablish a new and great institution, consisting 
of two schools, situated in most desirable sur
roundings at Curries Fountain. 

Quite apart from the financial aspect of such 
a project, there was an enormous amount of 
work to be done in planning the school, in 
negotiations with the Natal E~ucation au
thorities, with architects and builders, all of 
which required the daily attention of the com
mittee. The school building stands today as a 
monument to the devotion of the people and 
to the public-spiritedness of the Je3ders. The 
Samaj looks back upon ~he ceremony o_f laying 
the foundation stone with humble pnde and 
recalls the commencement of the two schools 
in January, 1959, with a feeling of work well 
done. 

There exists now at Curries Fountain the 
Manilal Valjee Government-Aided Indian 
School and the Kathiawad Hindu High School 
-soon to be changed to the Abhechand 
Gandhi and P. G. Desai High School. The 
Manilal Valjee Government-Aided Indian 
School consists of sixteen classrooms, and ac~ 
commodates 650 pupils. It has a staff of 18 
teachers. The Kathiawad Hindu Indian High 
School accommodates 500 students in 14 
classrooms, with a staff of 20 teachers. The 
pupils are drawn from all tr,.ctions of the In
dian community. The bu1'1ings, themselves, 
conform to the highest standard of modern 
school architecture and add their contribu-
tions to the educational centre which has 
grown up at Curries Fountain, being one of 
a number of institutions devoted to Indian edu
cation on this site. With the erection of these 
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two new schools, the Lorne ~treet Gover1:
ment-Aided Indian School, which up to this 
time has been a primary school f?r boys ~nd 
girls, was re-oq~anised and made mto a prim
ary school for girls only. 

The Samaj can count among. its a_chieve
ment in the seventeen years of its ex1~tence, 
the erection of the Mahatma Gandhi Hall, 
which has grown into a library and a 
meeting place serving varied ed1.1:cational _cul
tural and social needs, the Kathiawad Hmdu 
Girl;' School, the Manilal Valjee Governme1;1t
Aided Indian School for boys, and the Kath1a
wad Indian High for boys. In money. alon~, 
this contribution to the welfare of Indians m 
Durban must amount to over £200,000-an 
enormous sum for so small a commun_it)'., T~e 
Samaj, however, has by no me3ns lu:11ted it
self to the immediate interests of its own 
people. In addition, its individual m~mb~rs 
have contributed largely to other Indian m
stitutions, such as St. Aidan's Hospital, th_e 
M. L. Sultan Technical College, the South Afri
can Hindu Maha Sabha, Aryan Benevolent 

Home, the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha and a host 
of other religious, educational and cultural 
societies. 

The following were elected officials and 
members of the Management Committee and 
Trustees of the Samaj at the annual general 
meeting held on the 14th A~gust, _1960: 
President, Mr. H. N. Naran; vice-presidents, 
Dr. N. P. Desai, Mr. V. J. Thucker, and 
Mohanlal Valjee. Joint secretaries, Messrs. 
H. H. Dhupelia, N. V. Mehta. Joint treas
urers, Messrs. V. P. Desai, Damjee Nathoo. 

Members: Messrs. P. H. Dhupelia (Trus
tee), T. Manjee (Trustee), M. K. Lod~ia 
(Trustee), V. R. Pare~h (Trustee), V~l1ee 
Raghavjee (Trus~ee), K~1shna?~s P. Des~1, B. 
M. Valjee, Som Mool1~e H19ee, Dam1ee J. 
Kara Kantilal P. Desai, Ratllal V. Parekh, 
Nara~das Valabhdas, Dayalal R. Mandan, Dr. 
s. H. Thaker, Soni Jeram Premjee, Hirjee 
Trikamjee, Dharamshi Jethalal, Nathoo Tabha, 
Chimanlal J. Mehta, Mansukhlal N. Mody, 
Harilal H. Lakhani, V. Vasanjee. 
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\fahatma Gandhi Hall and Kathiawad Hindu Govt. Aided Indian Girls' School 
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Manila! Valjee G.A. Indian School and Kathiawad Hindu G.A. Indian High School 
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