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R~a rPraliniJl..i cfa£1..a 
.J'oul6 R/ri~• 

WHENEVER there is decay of righteousness 
and the path of truth forgotten, there is 

born a great soul to bring deliverance to man
kind. One such great soul was Rishi Daya
nand who was born in India in 1824. By 
his dynamic personality, depth of knowledge, 
spiritual strength, erudition and courageous 
outlook, he shook decadent Hindu society off 
its deep slumber and completely revolutionised 
the social, cultural, religious, philosophical and 
political thought of the day. His clarion call was 
"Back to the Vedas", the eternal fount of 
wisdom and divine knowledge. Hei fought 
relentlessly against hypocrisy, falsehood, irra
tionalism, and everything dark, immoral and 
ignoble preached in the name and under the 
cloak of religion. He insisted in wordsl of 
burning eloquence that India should be purged 
of all the putrefying accretions of her Dark 
Age. Fearlessly he condemned the existing 
caste system and advocated forcefully the 
abolition of child marriage. In his stentorian 
voice he called upon his countrymen to re
store human rights to the under-privileged, 
the untouchable, the womenfolk, the widow, 
the orphans and the illiterate. With his burn
ing love for his country, indefatigible labour 
and dauntless spirit, he stressed the importance 
of "swarajya" (emancipation from 1 political 
bondage), with Hindi as the unifying national 
language. For the purpose of disseminating 
the pure and pristine knowledge of the Vedas 
he established the Aya Samaj in Bombay on 
April 10, 1875. Within a very short time 
hundreds of Arya Samajes were formed 
throughout the length and breadth of India. 

The first Arya Samaj in South Africa was 
formed in 1904 through the efforts of Babu 
Padam Singh and Messrs. Makkan Singh, 
Gaisingh, Beekarie Maharaj and Mr. Pragjee 
Soni. Professor Bhai Parmanand was the 
first Hindu missionary to come to this coun
try. He brought with him the invigorating 
message of Dayanand in 1905. Resulting from 

his work and that of Swami Shankeranandji, 
who later followed, a number of Hindu or
ganisations were established in this country. 
The Arya Yuvuk Sabha was one of them. Un
der the guidance of its President, Mr. D. G. 
Satyadeva, a meeting was convened of all fol
lowers of the Vedic Religion on 2nd Novem
ber, 1924, to form a committee to celebrate the 
Centenary of the Birth of Rishi Dayanand. 
The holding of the First Vedic Conference was 
one of the highlights of the celebrations which 
lasted for a week from 16th to 22nd February, 
1925. It was on the last day-a Shiva Day
that the Arya Pmtinidhi Sabha was formally 
established on the motion of Pandit Bhawani 
Dayal to promote the Vedic Religion. The 
first officials were : Pandit Bhawani Dayal, 
President; Mr. B. A. Maghrajh, Secretary; 
Mr. P. R. Pather, Assistant Secretar:y .. and Mr. 
R. K. Kapitan, Treasurer. Both Mr. Mag
hrajh and Mr. Pather resigned within one 
month of their election, and their places were 
taken up by Mr. B. Udit and Mr. N. Lallba
hadur respectively. In 1926 Mr. D. G. Sat
yadeva was elected secretary, and with the ex
ception of one year, when the headquarters 
shifted to Piet::rmaritzburg, he has held this 
post all these years with a credit and a sense 
of devotion to duty seldom equalled. 

The aims and objects of the Sahba are to 
foster the Arya Samaj movement; to dissemin
ate the Vedic Religion and Philosophy; to 
promote the art, culture and civilisation of In
dia; to encourage the study of Hindi and other 
Indian languages; to protect and defend the 
rights of Hindus and to l£Pncern its elf with the 
spiritual, moral and so~_l advancement; and 
to co-operate with other Hindu organisations 
in matters affecting the Hindu community . 

The fundamental principles and beliefs of 
the members of the Sabha are :-

l. God, His Characteristics : The Primor
dial Root-the Eternal Unseen Sus-
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tainer of all true knowledge and of 
objects made known by true: know
ledge-aye of all these-is the Su
preme God. 

2. His Attributes and Worship: God is 
Personification of Existence, Intelli
gence and Bliss. He is Formless, Al
mighty, Just, Benevolent, Unborn, 
Endless and Infinite, Unchangeable, 
Beginningless, Incomparable, Support 
of All, All-prevading, Omniscient, and 
Controller of all from within, Undecay-• 
ing, Imperishable,, Fearless, Eternal, 
Holy and Maker of the Universe. To 
Him alone worship is due. 

3. His Word, the Veda: The Veda is the 
scripture of true knowledge. It is the 
paramount duty of every Arya to learn 
and teach the Veda, to hear it read and 
to recite it to others. 

4. Truth: We should ever be ready to 
embrace Truth and to forsake untruth. 

5. Righteousness: All acts should be done 
in accordance with Dharma after de
liberating what is Right and Wrong. 

6. Benevolence: The prime object of the 
Arya Samaj-Vedic Church-is to do 
good to the world, that is, to promote 
the physical, spiritual and social good 
of every sentient being. 

7. Love and Justice: Our conduct to
wards all should be guided by Love, 
Righteousness and Justice . 

8. Nescience and Science: We should dis
pel avidya-Nescience, and Promote 
vidya-Science, spiritual and physical. 

9. Individualism and Altruism: No one 
should be content with promoting his 
good only; on the contrary, he should 
look for his good in promoting the 
good of all. 

l 0. Subordination and Liberty: All men 
should subordinate themselves to the 
laws of society calculated to promote 
the well~being of all; they should be 
free in regard to the laws promoting 
individual well-being. 

The Arya Pratinidhi Sabha consists of Arya 
Samajes and other Hindu organisations follow
ing the tenets of the Vedic Religion. At the 
moment the following institutions are affili
ated to it:-
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Arya Yuvuk Sabha, Durban; Arya Mithra 
Munda!, Sydenham; Arya Sangeet Mundal, 
Durban; Arya Samaj, Westville; Arya Samaj, 
Cato Manor; Arya Samaj, Mount Partridge; 
Arya Samaj, Plessislaer; Arya Samaj, Raise
thorpe; Arya Samaj, Ladysmith; Arya Samaj, 
Dannhauser; Arya Samaj, Durban; Arya 
Samaj, Springfield; Arya Sthree Samaj, Dur
ban; Arya Sthree Samaj, Plessislaer; Candella 
Estate Hindu Sungathan; Hindu Sthree Samaj, 
Pietermaritzburg; Nagari Pracharni Sabha, 
Springfield; Sanathan Veda Dharma Sabha, 
Dundee; Veda Dharma Sabha, Pietermaritz
burg; Vedic Vidya Pracharak Sabha, Pentrich; 
Vedic Yuvuk Sabha, Wilgefontein; Yuvuk Arya 
Samaj, Clairwood. 

During its 35 years of exixstence the Arya 
Pratinidihi Sabha has engaged in various un
dertakings for the general upliftment of Hindus 
in this country. The most important of these 
was the periodic holding of conferences and 
gatherings to revitalise and energise the inter
est of the Hindus in their religion, language 
and culture. In all, six Vedic conferences 
were organised. One was held in Ladysmith, 
for the success of which the late Mr. Rug
hoonath Singh played a very prominent part; 
another was held in Pietermaritzburg under the 
presidentship of Pandit R. B. Maharaj, and the 
rest in Durban. All these conferences at
tracted hundreds of delegates from various 
parts of the province. Deliberations took 
place on all vital matters affecting the Hindu 
community. 

In 1933, from 16th to 23rd October, the 
Sabha commemorated the fiftieth anniversary 
of the death of Rishi Dayanand. The occa
sion was used to unify all Hindus under one 
banner. A Hindu Conference was held. Re
presentatives of 80 institutions attended and 
participated in the proceedings. One of the 
achievements of the Conference, which was pre
sided over by Swami Bhawani Dayal Sannyasi, 
was the resuscitation of the South African 
Hindu Maha Sabha which, for a number of 
years, had been lying dormant. 

One of the principal aims of the Sabha has 
been to propagate the Hindi language. All 
assistance, support and encouragement have 
been given to institutions conducting Hindi 
schools. From time to time children's gather
ings have been held, at which competitions in 
speech-making, singing, elocution, dialogues 
and short sketches, have been conducted. With 
a view to arriving at uniformity in method, 



curriculum and syllabus, a conference of re
presentatives of Hindi schools in the province 
was held on 24th and 25th April, 1948. his 
conference gave birth to the Hindi Shiksha 
Sangh of South Africa which, under the dy
namic leadership of Pandit Nardev Vedalan
kar, a graduate of Gurukul Kangri, India, has 
put the teaching of Hindi on a sound and 
systematic basis. Under the jurisdiction of the 
Sangh students are prepared for the Pratha
mik (Standard IV), Pravesh (Standard VI), 
Parichaya (Standard VIII), Kovid (Standard 
X), and Ratna (Diploma) Examinations, con
ducted by the Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti, 
Wardha, India. The Sangh holds its own 
Prathama (Standard IV) Examination and has 
been responsible for the institution of Hindi 
classes at the M. L. Sultan Technical College. 
The Sangh also organises anually Hindi de
bates and Hindi elisteddfodau, stages dramatic 
plays and holds conferences of a literary nature. 

In order to keep the youth within the Hindu 
fold and to attract them to the beauties of 
Vedic Dharam, Aryan Youth Conferences 
have been held whenever necessary. The first 
such conference took place on 3 I st July, I 948, 
when Pandit Nardev Vedalankar spoke on 
"Dharma and Culture", Dr. N. P. Desai on 
"Health and Longevity", Mr. Sonny Moodley 
on "Physical Culture", and Mr. Harisingh on 
" Sangeet ". An Arya Vir Dhal was formed 
but it is not functioning at present. 

It is obligatory for members of the Sabha 
to have weddings and other sanskars performed 
according to Vedic rites, that is, by the use of 
the Sanskar Vidhi. written by Rishi Dayanand. 
A Vedic Purohit Manda} whose membership is 
restricted to Vedic priests functions as a sub
sidiary body of the Sabha. It c1me into exist
ence in 1944. On 16th August, 1958, 9 per
sons who had passed the Siddhanta Ratna were 
ordained as priests at a public function. Cer
tain Vedic priests are permitted by the Govern
ment to hold religious services for the benefit 
of Hindu prisoners in the gaols. Vedic priests 
issue marriage certificates, copies of which are 
forwarded to the Protector of Indian Immi
grants. Every Vedic priest possesses a certi
cate of competence and authority issued by the 
Sabha through its Purohit Mandal. Each one 
is also provided with a priest's gown. It is 
incumbent on the priests to lay emphasis on 
the daily recital of the Sandhya, performance 
of Havan and the 16 Sanskars, and attendance 
at the Saptahik Satsangs (weekly services). 

To increase the efficiency of the priests, Sans
krit classes have also been held. 

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the 
Sabha, observed for 10 days in February, 
1950, the Sabha published a history ,of the 
Arya Samaj Movement in South Africa, en
titled Religious Awakening in South Africa. 
This book, consisting of 116 pages, was writ
ten in Hindi by Pandit Nardev Vedalankar 
and translated into English by Mr. Sookraj 
Chotai. Pandit Ganga Prasad Upadhyaya, 
M.A., the General Secretary of the Arya Sar
vadeshik Sabha (International Aryan League) 
to which the Sabha is affiliated, was specially 
brought out from India to attend the function. 

Ever since the inception of the Arya Pra
tinidhi Sabha, the Arya Samajists have been 
keenly desirous of possessing their own hall 
and erecting a Vedic Temple, but owing to the 
poor financial position of its members, it was 
only 11 years later, on 1st April, 1936, that a 
property at 21 Carlisle Street, was purchased 
for £2,000 through the instrumentality of its 
zealous and generous president, Mr. R. K. 
Kapitan, who was good enough to pay_ !he 
first instalment of £100. Through the untmng 
efforts of a finance committee, comprising 
Messrs. B. Bodasingh, S. L. Singh, D. H. 
Satyadeva, G. Merhoy, M. Moonoo an~ ~
Bodasingh the debt on the property was liqui
dated on 7th December, 1941. 

The old hall with a seating capacity of 300 
served as a cultural and religious centre for 
well over 15 years. Prior to its demolition in 
1959, it was used as a Vedic Temple by the 
Arya Samaj, Durban, for the p_uq~ose of 
weekly services. The Durban Hmd1 Paat
shala Committee ran a Hindi School there for 
a number of years. The Arya Yuvuk Sabha 
met regularly there every Thursday evening to 
hold its meetings and Satsangh. For some 
time the hall was also hired out to the public 
for the performance of weddings. The b~ild
ing ad joining the hall was let out as busmess 
premises, and this was the main. source of re
venue to the Sabha for a long time. 

At present there is ~ing erected at the 
Sabha's property at 21 <ltrlisle Street, which 
has a frontage of 99 feet and a depth of 109 
feet, a very impressive building comprising a 
Vedic Temple, an assembly hall, a dining hall, 
a council chamber and two storeys of flats. 
The whole project is estimated to cost £60,000. 
The Sabha is very fortunate in obtaining an 
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Indian Determination (Open Permit) in respect 
of its property from the Group Areas Board. 

The Assembly Hall on the ground floor with 
a seating capacity of 800, the dining hall which 
is large enough to feed 400 persons at one 
sitting, and the council chamber where 50 
members can sit comfortably, are on the verge 
of being completed. A modem kitchen and 
scullery are attached to the dining hall. 

The Vedic Temple which has been the dream 
of the Vedic followers for over 35 years, when 
completed, will seat 500 persons. One wall 
of the Temple, adjacent to the Hall, is already 
up. Much care and thought have gone into 
the planning of the dome and the front eleva
tion. Sufficient attention has been given to 
architectural beauty, oriental setting and sanc
tity and utility value of the Temple. God 
willtng, it should be completed in the very 
near future. The Sabha expects to collect 
from Vedic followers and the general Hindu 
public about £40,000. A good portion of this 
amount has already been subscribed. 

There will be fourteen 2-roomed flats on 
two storeys above the dining hall. The re
venue from this will be utilised for the main
tenance of the Temple and the general man
agement and administration of the affairs of 
the Sabha. The Sabha is negotiating for a 
loan of £20,000 to accomplish this part of the 
project. 

The Sabha cherishes the memory of the 
persons whose names appear below-persons 
who are now deceased but who in their life
time were pillars of strength in the dissemin
ation of the ideals of the Vedic Religion, who 
male great sacrifices for the stability of the 
Sabha and who spared no efforts to popularise 
the message of the Arya Samaj: Swami 
Bhawani Dayal, Mr. B. M. Patel, Pandit R. B. 
Maharaj, Mr. R. K. Kapitan, Mr. Rughoonath 
Singh, Mr. B. A. Maghrajh, Mr. F. Satyapal, 
Mr. E. Gooldeep, Mr. M. C. Yarman, Mr. 
T. Baijoo, Mr. N. Lallbahadur, Mr. B. Boda
sing, Mr. B. Sookdeo Singh, Mr. R. Ramklass, 
Mr. B. Bachoo, Mr. Hans Maghrajh, Mr. B. 
Bhola, Mr. G. Merhoy, Babu Padam Singh, 
Pandit Audhbehari Maharaj, Mr. B. M. Chai
too, Mr. D. Singh, Mr. Meharchand, Mr. A. 
Daleep Singh, Mr. D. Seithloo, Mr. B. Pood
han, Mr. D. G. Glen, Mr. Gareeb Khushial, 
Mr. R. M. Naidoo, Mr. S. Muthray, Mr. D. 

Roopanand, Mr. F. Ramlagan, Mr. Ben Ra
mawtar, Mr. Naseeb Singh, Mr. A. D. Singh, 
Mr. B. Udit, Mr. Makkan Singh and Mr. 
Gaisingh. 

Those prominently associated with the Sabha 
at the moment are: Mr. S. L. Singh (Presi
dent), Mr. Narain Jeawon (Vice-President), 
Mr. D. G. Satyadeva (Vanaprasti). Jt. Hon. 
Secretary), Mr. Sookraj Chotai (Jt. Hon. Sec
retary), Mr. M. Ramawtar (Jt. Hon. Trea
surer), Mr. G. Doorgapershad (Jt. Hon. Trea
surer), Mr. D. Bramdaw, Mr. R. Ramkissoon, 
Mr. R. Mahabeer, Mr. P. B. Singh, Pandit 
Nardev Vedalankar, Mr. Govan Mani, Mr. S. 
Batohi, Mr. D. Seebran, Mr. S. Rambharos, 
Pandit V. C. Nayanarajh, Mr. P. Seebran, Mr. 
B. Purmasir, Mr. H. J. Maghrajh, Mr. R. 
Bodasing, Mr. G. M. Singh, Mr. H. Bodasingh, 
Mr. A. Ramgulam, Mr. R. M. Singh, Mr. R. 
Rampershad, Mr. S. Dookran, Mr. R. Salli
gram, Mr. Ramesh Singh, Mr. R. N. Jeawon, 
Mrs. R. B. Maharajh, Mrs. P. Roopanand, 
Mrs. V. Singh, Mrs. S. L. Singh, Mr. D. 
Bandhu, Pandit 0. Shivarathan, Pandit R. 
Bunwari, Mr. V. Lalla, Mr. L. Sewgoolam, 
Mr. R. Kalli, Pandit Ramsunder Patak, Mr. G. 
Jagwanth, Pandit Bookhan, Pandit Narendra 
Dayal, Pandit R. Matai, Mr. S. K. Maharajh, 
Mr. R. Deoduth, Mr. R. Bhooshan, Mr. B. 
Rampershad, Mr. D. Jadhunundhan, Mr. M. 
C. Maikoo, Mr. B. Sewpaul, Mr. S. Satyadeva, 
Mr. S. Satyapal, Mr. B. Shrigobin, Mr. Mani, 
Mr. G. Baijnath, Mr. R. Deonarain, Pandit 
S. N. C. Varadacharyulu, Mr. S. Purmasir, 
Mr. R. Rajkumar, Mr. K. Ramdas, Pandit S. 
A. Naidoo, Mr. S. Bridgelall, Mr. R. Chotai, 
Mr. Narain Rao, Mr. L. Bhika, Mr. R. Dee
plal, Mr. N. V. Morar, Mr. P. Chirkut, Mr. 
Ishwar Singh, Mr. C. Ramanand, Mr. K. 
Lalloo, Mr. J. B. Patel and Mr. B. D. Lalla. 

Others who rendered great services but are 
now inactive are Messrs. M. Moonoo, R. Kar
path, B. Govind, J. Maganlall, B. Sewdeen, 
K. Nepaul, V. D. Pillay, and B. Gangaram, 
G. R. Singh and Pandit Tulsiram. 

The Arya Pratinidhi Sabha has a great con
tribution to make to the religious, cultural and 
philosophic thought of the multi-racial people 
of this country. Its emphasis on monotheism, 
rationalistic faith, universal brotherhood, 
peace and harmony should find favour with 
the enlightened. 
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Artist's impression of the Vedic Temple, Assembly Hall, Dining Hall and Flats under construction at 21 Carlisle Street, Durban 
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