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DS:  My name is  Dimakatso Shongwe from the 

Documentat ion Centre of  the Univers i ty of  Durban-

Westvi l le .   Today we are interviewing Mr Moe 

Shaik who is  the South African Ambassador to  

Algeria .  Welcome Mr Shaik.  

MS:  Thank you.  

DS:  Mr Shaik,  would you l ike to  tel l  us  something about  

yourself .  When and where you were born.  

MS:  A very diff icul t  quest ion but  I wi l l  s tar t .   I was born 

in  Durban,  in  1959,  which makes me 42-years-old.  .  

But  more important ly I was born in  a  part icular  area 

of  Durban cal led the Overport  Flats .   So I was born 

in  a  f lat ,  in  a  very working class  area in  Durban.  

DS:  Your school ing?  

MS: My school ing?   I at tended two schools  in  l i fe  –  the 

f i rs t  was the primary school  in  this  Overport -  
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Springfield area and the school  was cal led the 

Springfield Hindu State-  subsidised school .   So i t  

was a school  in  which took care of  poor kids ,  i t  had 

feeding taking place in  those schools  they would 

feed you with you know lunch we wil l  a lways get  

lunch.  And I spent  there unt i l  pr imary school .   

When I was in  s tandard four  they moved areas  and 

then I at tended my next  school  Gandhi-Desai  

Mani lal l -Val jee High,  and I s tayed there from 

Standard Four unt i l  Matr ic .   And I graduated in  

1976.    

DS:  Were your parents  born in  South Africa?  

MS: Yes.  Both of  my parents  were born in  South Africa.  

My Dad was born in  Pietermari tzburg.  He grew up 

in  Pietermari tzburg.   My Mum; and here I must  say 

there were two Mums.   The f i rs t ,  my natural  Mum, 

was born,  I think,  in  Johannesburg and she l ived in  

Johannesburg,  but  then she passed away when I was 

two,  three years  old.   I d idn’t  real ly get  to  know my 

natural  mother ,  but  my second Mum, whom I came 

to  know as  my Mum, was born in  Ladysmith and she 

grew most  of  her  l i fe  in  Durban.    

DS:  What  was the type of  work your parents  did?  

MS: My parents ,  my Dad and my Mum were,  or iginal ly I 

would say,  under  class  people,  you know. You 
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would have to  unders tand the part icular  contex t  in  

which some South Africans grew up in .   They were 

invariably working class  people,  poor,  bat t l ing to  

make ends meet .   And this  is  my memory of  my 

young chi ldhood.   This  is  how we l ived,  we l ived on 

a very s t r ingent  budget .  We l ived on,  in  fact ,  my 

Mum used to  make ice blocks.   And I don’t  know 

whether  you know what  ice-  blocks is ,  but  I suppose 

she was cal led the ice-block lady.   You know she 

would make the ice blocks and people would come 

knock on the door and say,  "Aunt ie,  I want  to  buy 

an  ice block."  And that’s  the amount  of  money;  

l ike meal ies ,  you know the meal ies  lady,  but  she 

was the ice-block lady.   And that  money would be 

used to  fund the house;  those were hard t imes,  

di ff icul t  t imes.   My Dad,  by t rade,  was an 

uphols terer .   I th ink he learnt  the t rade in  the 

leather  factory in  Pietermari tzburg.   How to 

uphols ter ,  how to cover ,  you know,  sui tes ,  lounge 

sui tes  and cushions et  cetera.   And he

 special ised in  covering these things for  cars ,  

and this  is  how he s tar ted he s tar ted,  very s lowly,  

by making these covers ,  and people would bring 

their   cars  to  him and then he would cover  i t .   Fi rs t ,  

he worked from home;  and then he got  into a  
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business;  and then that  business  grew and then he 

became a  businessman.  He wasn’t  very good at  i t ,  

so  i t  col lapsed in  the end.   So that’s  how- that’s  the 

background.    

DS:  You said earl ier  on you were in  Hindu-Tamil  

School .    Why part icular ly that  school?  

MS: Well  i t  was just  a  fate  of  coincidence.  

DS:  It  was nearby.  

MS:  It  was r ight  next  door,  you know, and we were very,  

very poor;  very poor and this  school  next  door was 

the Hindu school .   But  I tel l  you i t ’s  not  something 

I regret .  It ’s  something,  which has  made me 

uniquely South African;  because I told you that  my 

Mum was,  my natural  Mum was,  l ived in  

Johannesburg.  What  I didn’t  tel l  you was that  she 

was part  whi te .   She was part  whi te;  and her  

whi teness  was a source of  deep confl ict  between -  I 

think,  this  deep confl ict  caused deep confl ict  in  the 

marriage.   My father  was raised dark-skinned 

person.   And I think they were issues  between them. 

 And issues  in  which I think we would be able to  

deal  wi th different ly today.   But  issues  then,  

especial ly when you are poor,  magnif ies  into great  

tension.   I think there was tension in  their  marriage.  

In  a  sense apartheid also robbed us  of  a  mother .   
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But my second Mum was of  the Hindu rel igion,  and 

when I say uniquely South African;  because I grew 

up with a Musl im father;  wi th a  l iving memory of  

the Hindu mother  so I have al l  these different  

t radi t ions  or  things that  I could imbibe;  but  what  

makes me uniquely South African so I have no 

regret  about  i t  and that  part icular  school  was a 

school  in  which poor people went  to .    And one of  

my most  embarrass ing,  yet  l iberat ing,  experiences  

was when I was at  univers i ty.   I bumped into 

someone who was sweeping the univers i ty at  UDW 

the cafeter ia  he was sweeping the cafeter ia .   And 

this  guy and I were in  class  together .   And I was so 

shocked about  how we were in  the same school  

together ,  same,  we shared the same things together ,  

but  jus t  barely f i f teen,  ten years  later  our  worlds  

were too different .   He was sweeping the f loor ,  and 

clearly s t i l l  wi thin the working class  I think I was 

at tending univers i ty in  the middle class  you know.  

And that  i s  the background.  So this  school  looms 

very large in  my mind.  Part  of  i t  was shaped much 

of  our  pol i t ical  thinking.   But  also because i t  

reminds us  of  what  s t i l l  must  change in  our  society.  

 I know I speak too long but  you can s top me.  

DS:  It ’s  okay.  While you were in  high school ,  how was  
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 the l i fe  there?  

MS: You know the problem of having colours ,  of  

di fferent  things this  l i t t le  bi t  of  whi teness  that  my 

mother  brought  into us  made us  look not  al l  that  

Indian.   We didn’t  qui te  look al l  that  Indian you 

know so I mean i f  you look at  me I don’t  qui te  look 

al l  that  Indian.   But  I don’t  qui te  look al l  that  

Coloured so that’s  the other  part  of  the problem.  

And this  gave a huge problem in our  school  l i fe  you 

know this  problem haunted me for  the res t  of  my 

l i fe .   Because when we were regis tered at  bi r th  my 

mother  was looking obviously whi te,  my father  was 

looking obviously Indian,  depending on who took 

the chi ldren the chi ld  to  regis ter  the bir th  i t  

inf luenced the bir th  regis t rat ion.  One of  my brothers  

is  regis tered as  Indian,  one is  regis tered as  Malay,  

one is  regis tered as  Malay/Indian,  one is  regis tered 

as  Malay/Indian/other  Coloured,  you know.  So we 

have al l  these differences  in  the same family;  have 

al l  these different  regis t rat ions .   I,  in  part icular ,  am 

regis tered as  Malay.   And this  I went  to  school  so 

when we moved from this  area when we went  to  

primary school  went  to  l ive essent ial ly where Vino 

l ives ,  which is  an area cal led Greenwood Park.   But  

they had two s t reets  to  Greenwood Park,  there’s  the 
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border  of  the Indian area which borders  the 

Coloured area.   We were on that  border  that  says  we 

were a l i t t le  bi t  on the Coloured area.   And this  

made i t  fascinat ing because we were now going to  

school  in  town and coming home to the Coloured 

area.   So again this  brought  new experiences  to  us .   

And these experiences  were making us  r icher ,  we 

didn’t  know i t  at  the t ime.   At  the t ime,  i t  fel t  l ike 

this  al ienat ion always,  a  sense of  al ienat ion.   We 

were never  qui te  Indian;  we were never  qui te  

Coloured.  You know there was this  sense of  who am 

I,  where do I belong et  cetera.   But  coming back to  

your quest ion about  school  l i fe .   School  l i fe  for  me 

was absolutely fascinat ing,  real ly wonderful  in  

terms of  growing up in  Gandhi-Desai , .   It  was in  a  

sense i t  was a nice school  i t  was a very,  very 

compet i t ive school .   Some of  South Africa’s  bet ter  

doctors  would come from that  school .   Very 

compet i t ive,  but  very nice you know we played 

together .  So I grew up there,  but  more important  

thing was we met ;  I’m sure Vino knows this ,  we met  

-  I had an Afrikaans teacher .   But  before I had an 

Afrikaans teacher ,  I had two teachers ;  and they were 

two teachers ;  one was Naidoo teachers  -  two s is ters ,  

very pol i t ical ,  but  very subt le  in  their  pol i t icisat ion 
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of us .   We had a principal  who was very pol i t ical ,  

but  very subt le  in  terms of  things that  we had to  do 

and things we didn’t  have to  do.   But  then we had 

Saths  Cooper’s  Mum, Mrs Cooper,  who was my 

teacher  in  Gandhi-Desai .   I’m sure you know who 

Saths  Cooper is ,  but  she [Mrs Cooper]  was in  school  

wi th us  you know very popular  lady very,  very 

popular  lady,  very upright ,  wonderful ly caring,  but  

remarkably s t r ict  in  that  caring.   And I remember 

because my father  used to  get  involved in  what’s  

cal led Black Consciousness ,  and so from about  

Standard Seven you know I s tar ted to  interact  wi th 

the pol i t ical  thought  at  home,  pol i t ical  thoughts .   

And I don’t  know whether  you remember this  but  

the Natal  Indian Congress  once organised what  is  

cal led a Human Rights  Day i t  was held in  one of  the 

cinemas.   And i t  was long before ’76,  and we went .  

 And I was interested by what  was being said.  

DS:  How old were you?  

MS: I was in  Standard Seven so I thought  -  what  would 

that  make me thi r teen,  about  thi r teen years  old,  so I 

was interested.   Had this  fascinat ion for  this  but  

because our earl ier  l ives  were inf luenced by these 

things.  Poverty;  and you know not  knowing who we 

are looking different ;  unable to  explain know trying 
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to  f ind -  for  example I don’t  speak any vernaculars .  

My Dad used to  speak Urdu,  my Mum used to  speak 

Hindi ,  but  they forbade us ,  they s topped us  from 

learning ei ther  Hindi  or  Urdu,  so not  knowing this  i t  

was different .   So,  I was bui lding this  up to  this  

part icular  thing that  my Dad I mean has  been a 

phenomenal  man.  You know, I was tel l ing you this  

because we know the poverty of  that  we came from. 

 And my Dad came from that  same poverty and 

poverty can do two things to  people;  many things;  

but  two principal  things.   One,  you can forget  who 

you are,  where you come from, change your wishes  

and change your acquis i t ion of  weal th .  Or,  you can 

remember who you are,  and remember why things 

were so bad et  cetera and t ry to  do  something about  

i t .   I th ink this  affected my Dad very badly – 

poverty,  his  marriage had fai led because,  I think,  of  

his  dark skin.  And he joined,  he joined an 

organizat ion,  pol i t ical  -  about  Black Consciousness .  

And that  was a very important  t ime;  a  very 

important  organizat ion;  a  very important  

phi losophy;  and I remember al l  the  s logans of  that  

t ime,  you know.  And my dad grew up in  this  and,  of  

course,  my Dad was my hero,  he was my absolute 

hero,  so whatever  he did I did,  you know, I t r ied to  
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emulate him and I think we al l  t r ied because he was 

real ly our  hero because -  hero in  the sense so that  

he was a caring father .  He took us  through al l  these;  

he made,  he made poverty bearable,  you know.  

Poverty can be unbearable,  but  poverty can also be 

bearable by the way you do i t  and he did this .   And 

of  course,  he married;  he married my Mum who was 

much younger than him.   So,  there he had this  

wonderful ,  beaut i ful  younger wife who kept  him 

young and between them they had a,  qui te  a  

fantast ic  chemistry.   And they were caring people;  

they were people who would host  things and you 

know open -  they would have lunches ei ther  at  home 

or  in  the shops when they had the business  in  Albert  

Street .   It  became a place where people could come 

to.   And fr iends,  my fr iends,  your fr iends were 

always welcome people.   And Albert   S t reet  was 

a very nice part ;  i t  was you know the part  where 

Albert  Street  was here but  i f  you could  beyond 

this  you go the whi te part  of  town,  you know.  So at  

that ,  he was in  the very end of  the l imits  of  where 

Indians  used to ,  should be.   And i t  was very 

interest ing who went  [ there] ,  because everyone  then 

who was going to  town to do shopping or  whatever  

from Payne Brothers  had to  pass  there,  you know.  
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Some of  the legal  f i rms were also s i tuated on that  

s ide so people have to  go past  there so i t  was very 

nice spot  for  interact ion.   And this  is  where I met  

most  of  the people who shaped my l i fe  and my 

thinking.   Because just  s i t t ing there as  a  young  boy 

I would be able to  see who's  coming to  the shop,  

who's  speaking to  my Dad and because the 

 pol i t ical  community was very smal l ,  very 

compact ,  you know, and you would take care of  one 

another .   I mean I remember this  short  man with a 

beret ,  Docrat ,  would walk past ,  you know, who  wi l l  

walk past  Albert  Street  he was banned and I 

remember the Congress  Party was banned he would 

be there you know. And we would have a 

discussion,  I remember in  1974 the FRELIMO ral ly;  

at  the FRELIMO ral ly in  1974 i t  was a ral ly which 

was organized.  I was in  s tandard eight  at  the t ime.   

We were al l  there in  my Dad's  shop and he said okay 

guys he would have to  take to  us  home because we 

would walk from Gandhi-Desai ;  i t  was not  too far  

from where his  shop was.    We would walk there 

and then the evening we jumped into the car  and go 

home.   But  this  part icular  evening he said,  “No,  we 

are not  going home,  we are going to  Curries  

Fountain.” We were young boys you know, real ly 
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young boys so our father  is  keeping us  late  af ter  

f ive.   So we get  there to  Curries  Fountain and I 

think that  s ingular  event  changed me in  more ways 

that  I can imagine because I remember 1974 very 

wel l .   I can tel l  you we got  there we had to  park the 

car ,  or  the van -  we had a van,  we parked the van 

somewhere,  we jumped out  at  Curries  Fountain.  

There we a  lot  of  people gathering.   There was 

discussion  because Curries  Fountain was locked.  

There were  discussions about  whether  the people 

could go in  or  whether  the people could go out  or  

there was confusion so in  al l  this  we got  separated,  

we al l  got  separated -  there was a lot  of  people.   

Curries  Fountain is  here;  and there’s  the road;  

on the r ight-hand s ide of  Curries  Fountain was a 

l i t t le   embankment .   Now this  embankment  had then 

a f ield  then the school  was down there.   And then 

al l  of  a  sudden the gates  of  Curries  Fountain 

opened,  people came rushing out  wi th dogs and the 

top people came rushing out  the doors .   So you 

know people were t rying to  jump over this  

embankment  and there was this  there was a wire 

fence I don’t  know whether  i t  was del iberately put  

there or  whether  i t  was always there.   But  there was 

this  wire fence that  when everyone s tampeded this  
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dropped everyone;  and the dogs were picking 

people;  grabbing them; and pol ice dogs -  pr ivate 

parts  you know.  And this  horror  was unfolding in  

front  of  my eyes .    And I didn’t  know whether  to  

run;  whether  to  s tand;  whether  to  do a thing;  unt i l  

someone grabbed me and says ,  "run" you know.  So 

I’m shocked and I’m running and of  course af ter  al l  

the confusion everything passed;  jus t  clothes  were 

lying around;  shoes  were thrown al l  over ,  you know. 

You could see you;  could see there was a s tampede 

or  something that  took place here.   This  shocked me 

because this  is  something I personal ly saw with 

 my own eyes  and I think i t  was then I that  

real ised that  you know things are not  going to  be 

easy here.   But  also i t  was l ike a  secret ,  you know, 

happened – something.  This  was a turning point  in  

our  relat ionship with my Dad and my own growth as  

a  young boy into a mature adul t  -  I’ve seen i t .   And 

then the next  day,  the next  day,  Mrs Cooper,  who 

was my Afrikaans teacher  who was very dis t raught ,  

crying in  class  and a fr iend of  mine was also Barbay 

Pi l lay who was also at  this  and he was also arres ted.  

But  as  a  young boy he was released and this  was 

when Saths  Cooper and them were detained.   And I 

saw his  Mum, you know, real ly crying in  class ,  
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broken by this  experience.  Shout ing at  us  you know, 

"You are s tupid,  you are not  going to  change things,  

why are you doing this?"  You know this  is  normal ,  

a  normal  pain of  a  mother  saying want ing to  protect  

her  son and the hopelessness  of  the whole s i tuat ion 

that  ex is ted.   But  that  changed my mind very much.  

And of  course,  my Dad and Mum also -  they knew 

that  they did something.  Perhaps my Dad,  I think,  in  

later  years  -  my Ddad may have wanted to  regret  

what  he did because he didn’t  know that  this  act  was 

going to  pol i t icise his  chi ldren so much.   I think he 

thought  that  he would always,  as  a  father ,  be able to  

hold on the pol i t icisat ion.  But  then af ter  that ,  th ings 

just  got ,  you know, rapidly i t  went  on.  1976 I 

graduated [ from school] .  By 1977,  I was at  

univers i ty;  but  in  1976  because that  was matr ic;  in  

1976 was matr ic .   And  of  course,  1976 was the 

turning point  for  al l  of  us;  and we were 

pamphleteering the schools ;  we were,  you know, 

dest roying the -  what  do you cal l  that ,   that  old 

f lag of  South Africa -  the mast  you know.  We 

s tar ted to  engage in  subvers ive act ivi t ies ;  

 put t ing pamphlets  in  schools  in  the night ;  

ident i fying,  you know, things that  we could dest roy 

 because that  was naïve.  We were naïve in  
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what  we had to  do;  we know we had to  res is t .   The 

school   movement  or  the s tudent  l ives  of  1976 

didn’t  qui te  come to  the Indian schools  at  that  t ime,  

i t  came to  the univers i ty but  not  at  the Indian 

schools .  So i t  was also another  moving year  for  us  

very rapid things from FRELIMO to the FRELIMO 

ral ly 1974,   1976.  1977 I was at  univers i ty.   And of  

course,  in   univers i ty i t  was just  one pol i t ical  i ssue 

af ter  the  other .  Just  turning as ide from the 

seriousness  of   this  discussion,  I wi l l  te l l  you a 

l i t t le  joke.   When I  got  to  univers i ty you know 

this  thing I told you earl ier  that  I was regis tered as  

Malay r ight  so I go Univers i ty of  Durban-Westvi l le  

and I’m in the queue with al l  my family.  We had no 

idea what  we want  to  s tudy.   Except  the pressures  of  

our  parents   saying,  “Study medicine,  s tudy 

medicine.” So we al l  know we have to  do  the Big 

Four,  do the BSc.   None of  us  knew what  we 

wanted.   Al l  of  us  were there because of  the 

pressure of  our  parents .   So we are  s tanding in  the 

queue.  and the guy says:   "Fine,  do  you have your 

resul ts?"  I said:   "Yes."  "Do you  have your bi r th  

cert i f icate?"  I said:   "Yes."  He  says:   "Do you 

have a permit?"  I said:  "Permit?"  He says:  "you 

can’t  s tudy at  this  univers i ty because you are not  
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Indian."  So I said:  "Wait ,  I went  to  Springfield 

Hindu School ;  I l ive in  an Indian area;  I went  to  

school  at  Gandhi-Desai ,  you can see the resul ts ;  i t  

says  Gandhi-Desai ."   So he say:  "no but  you are not  

Indian you are Malay.   And because this   univers i ty 

is  only for  Indians  you need a permit ."    This  is  a  

shock,  this  personal ,  f i rs t  confrontat ion with 

bureaucracy.   Okay,  I go home to my Dad,  you 

know. I said:   "Dad,  we have got  a  problem."  He 

says:  "What’s  the problem?"  I said:  "You know I’m 

not  Indian."  He says:  "You know, you are one day 

at  univers i ty;  jus t  one day,  and al ready you are a  

radical ;  now you are not  an Indian."  I said:  "Well  

i t ’s  not  me,  i t ’s  what  the univers i ty says ."  But  I 

could only s tudy at  UDW if  I took a course that  was 

not  offered by the Univers i ty of  Western Cape.   For  

me that  course was computer  science.   So I had to  

begin my years  of  s tudy to  include computer  science 

otherwise I would have not  been able to  s tudy at  

UDW, because I was s tudying there under special  

permit .   So in  a  sense,  I owe to  apartheid my degree 

in  computer  science,  otherwise I would not  have 

s tudied computer  science.  So I have a degree in  

computer  science,  only because I would not  have 

been able to  s tudy at  UDW if  I didn’t  take computer  
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science.   And this  is  the kind of  background that  we 

were coming from.  And I remember there was a guy 

by the name of  Faulk;  he wore short  pants ;  long 

socks;  puts  his  comb here on  the s ide of  this  thing 

and there was just  no -  this  guy was the epi tome of  

arrogant ,  Boer,  you know, at t i tude.   We own this  

univers i ty;  we own you;  we are going to  tel l  you 

what  to  do;  and you walk in  his  off ice -  he wil l  be 

s i t t ing.  He doesn’t  even l i f t  [his  head] ,  he says:  

"Yes?" His  head is  down,  and you were there.   You 

know this  is  most  probably the f i rs t  t ime you are 

speaking to  a  whi te man.   "Yes?" By the t ime you 

speak to  him,  you know, you are s tut ter ing and  you 

think,  in  a  sense,  this  ref lected the power of  God.   I 

don’t  know if  we must  s top now because  they want  

to  leave so we can get  r id  of  them. Pause.  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

DS:  Okay we are back.   You were s t i l l  te l l ing us  about  

your univers i ty l i fe .  

MS:  Yes,  yes  okay.  

DS:  Firs t  year  of  your univers i ty.  

MS:  UDW in say 1977,  we were grappl ing with the f i rs t  

t ime perhaps we were -  the univers i ty adminis t rat ion 

was taking on non-Indian but  indigenous African 
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s tudents  who had Pinkie she was a s tudent  at  UDW. 

But  of  course,  you can imagine the discriminat ion 

against  Pinkie at  the t ime.  And the s tudents  

organised a huge demonstrat ion;  huge 

demonstrat ion;  and i t  was about  demonstrat ing;  i t  

was about   shout ing Black Power s logans;  going to  

the adminis t rat ion,  you know, feel ing pumped up;  

you are going there,  shout  our  s logans come back 

home.   And this  was happening at  the campus at  that  

t ime.  Remember we were coming through this  

period.  By October  1977,  there was this  huge clamp-

down on a lot  of  organizat ions;  but  in  the main the 

Black Consciousness  Movement ;  the BCM was 

banned.  I think SASO was also banned,  al l  b lack.  

But  there were nineteen black organisat ions .   

Resis tance organizat ions;  organisat ions  that  were 

inf luencing  our  pol i t ical  psyche at  the t ime -  

you know al l   banned.   So i t  was a bad t ime you 

know people were scat ter ing.  But  remember,  f rom 

1974 up unt i l  1977 you had this  movement ,  a  very 

crucial  period,  you know, our  own s t ruggles  to  be 

able to  give us  the power to  s tar t  res is t ing again.   

And I think for  me that’s  a  very important  thing 

because in  a  sense we were scared,  we were 

int imidated,  we didn’t  know the experiences  of  the 
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s ix t ies  were fading in  the col lect ive memories .   And 

the new,  the Black Consciousness  Movement  gave to  

South Africans and of  course i t  shaped,  i t  shaped 

the his tory of  South  Africa.  Many people today 

who are minis ters  come from the Black 

Consciousness  Movement  and I  must  tel l  you 

that  Black Consciousness  played a  very,  very 

important  part  in  my own consciousness ,   but  in  the 

consciousness  of  many people.   1977,  the 

organisat ions  were banned again there was an 

element  of  you know of -  not  int imidat ion -  but  a  

kind of  helplessness  coming back into the s tudent  

movement .   But  roundabout  the same t ime there was 

other  thinking taking place;  that  perhaps new 

 kinds of  organisat ion was needed;  so the 

whole concept  of  organisat ion as  an inst rument  in  

our   revolut ion;  an organisat ion as  an inst rument  

of  change rather  than just  mobi l izat ion -  

organisat ion.  And this  s tar ted to  take hold.  So 

roundabout   1977/78,  there were good things that  

people were coming together  to  s tar t  talking about  

the theory of  organisat ion.   How would we be able 

to  apply in   the South African context .  Would we be 

able to  apply the principles  of  organisat ion that  

Lenin spoke about?   We s tar ted to  read about  Marx ,  
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and we s tar ted to  s tudy the Vietnamese Revolut ion,  

s tar ted unders tanding how the s t ruggle was 

organised there.   And of  course,  this  immediately 

put  us  into the realm of  whether  -  and for  me one of  

the personal  decis ions  having to  make.   We have 

come to the point  where you know that  somehow 

change in  this  government  is  going to  be for  the use 

of  arms;  for  the use of  violence.   And would I,   or  

would I not  do i t?   Debated this  thing long in  my 

mind not  for  any moral  posi t ion of  not  using 

violence against  an apartheid s tate .  No I mean for  

me the issue was qui te  clear .   In  1974 when I saw 

the violence used by the Apartheid State against  us ,  

i t  was clear  for  me that  some point  we would have 

to  do this .   But  I was petr i f ied;  I was scared.  So I 

had to  muster  the courage to  say:  "Yes I wi l l  join."  

My brother  Yunis ,  whom you should meet ,  in  I think 

1977 or  1978,  made a t r ip  to  Swazi land just  as  a  

vis i t  to  fr iends.   In  Swazi land he met  wi th the ANC 

leadership in  Swazi land.   And he was then given a 

kind of  ins t ruct ion to  set  up an underground ANC 

uni t  here in  Durban.  When he came back and 

discussed this  wi th me.   And of  course we were  very 

exci ted and because there was something which  I 

must  tel l  you the which loomed very large in  the 
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minds of  al l  people and I think in  a  sense I came 

across  this  phenomenon later ,  in  detent ion.   But  this  

phenomenon was,  does  the ANC know about  us?   So 

the not ion of  recogni t ion that  somehow we had,  in   

our  minds,  that  i f  you,  you know, i f  the ANC knew 

about  you then you were worthy,  you were you know 

okay you were doing things r ight  et   cetera.  And I 

must  tel l  you this  was predominant .  Part ly,  because 

of  the myst ique of  the ANC as  an organizat ion;  

part ly because of  i t s  absence;  part ly because as  we 

are now moving towards the new phase in  our  

s t ruggle.   Liberated our minds by Black 

Consciousness ,  knowing now that  you have l iberated 

our minds that  we are going to  have to  s tar t  

grappl ing with the theory of  organisat ion and the 

ANC perhaps would be the organisat ion that  we wil l  

s tar t  to  have to  work with.    This  is  very  important  

the recogni t ion and the same  phenomenon was in  

detent ion,  but  hopeful ly I wi l l  come back.  Remind 

me about  that .   So we were then given inst ruct ions  

by the ANC to organise here in  Durban.  

DS:  So before you went  to  the underground movement  

did you have any,  or  did you al ign yourself  wi th any 

pol i t ical  organisat ion except  maybe ANC? 
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MS: Before I went  into underground I,  a t  UDW 

influenced by my mind the pol i t ics  of  my father  not  

want ing to  let  the image of  my hero down.  I was,  

when there were discussions about  organisat ion and 

the format ion of  an SRC at  UDW I was ant i .  I said:  

“No.”  You know which was the thinking of  Black 

Consciousness ,  the thinking of  Black Consciousness  

was no we do not  give credibi l i ty to  an apartheid 

educat ion univers i ty.   And remember,  at  that  t ime,  

we had the Separate Educat ion Act .  And the 

thinking,  correct ly at  the t ime,  of  Black 

Consciousness  was saying:  "We come to these 

univers i t ies ,  and we wil l  accept  that  we need the 

educat ion because this  educat ion wil l  help us  

s t ruggle later .   But  we wil l  do nothing to  give one 

bi t  of  glory to  this  ins t i tut ion."  So there was 

always this  tension between the univers i ty t rying to  

sel l  separate educat ion to  the world that ,  you see,  

separate educat ion is  working.   And the s tudents  

res is t ing any kind of  at tempt  by the adminis t rat ion 

to  market  us ,  or  to  put  us  in  a  part icular  way in  

which we were perceived to  the outs ide world that  

the Indians  in  South Africa is  accept ing separate 

educat ion or  separate development .   This  is  a  very 

important  thing and I think Black Consciousness  
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made a huge contr ibut ion to  this  very necessary 

phase of  the revolut ion.   Because af ter  the s ix t ies ,  

and when apartheid s tar ted to  have i ts  segregat ion,  

separate hospi tals ,  separate educat ion,  and they 

were real ly going into separateness  there was a kind 

of  sector  wi thin the Indian community that  could 

have been co-opted.   And were in  fact  co-opted,  and 

i f  this  co-opt ion cont inued the message that  would 

have been given to  the outs ide world in  part icular  to  

the indigenous African people is  that  Indians  are on 

the s ide of  the whi tes .   So Black Consciousness  

helped us  in  terms of  ensuring that  does  not  happen,  

you know.  Because i f  you take,  i f  you take -  I jus t  

want  to  go back a bi t  i t  real ly ref lects  in  my mind 

now that  I am thinking about  i t  -  when you are 

talking about  the plays  that  used to  held and we 

should have these plays  or  orientat ion days.   I 

remember we should cal l  i t  or  black days or  al l  of  

these plays  but  there was always a mixture of  

people.   Indian act ivis ts  together  wi th indigenous 

African actors  we were al l  together ,  everyone was 

together ,  you could see no separat ion-  I mean from 

Ben Langa to  there-  so that  everyone was together .   

I mean the uni ty amongst  oppressed people that  

Black Consciousness  produced was remarkable,  you 
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know.  And that  bore out  in  my mind when I was 

watching that ,  and I thought  you know this  what  

also made i t  very at t ract ive,  you know, that  Black 

Consciousness  was able to  break the bounds equal ly 

on both s ides .   So in  a  sense I would say yes ,  I was 

a supporter  of  Black Consciousness  before I joined 

the underground.   And at  univers i ty I took a very 

ant i -organisat ion posi t ion at  univers i ty,  I changed 

later  but  in  1980 I changed that  posi t ion.   But  in  the 

late  sevent ies  I was in  the camp of  the ant i -SRC 

grouping,  ant i -  SRC, ant i -sport  on campus.   But ,  

when I s tar ted get t ing involved with the ANC, I 

s tar ted to  unders tand perhaps more and s tar t  to  

agree with the argument  that  this  is  a  long s t ruggle;  

i t  i s  not  going to  happen overnight .   We need to  

organize;  we need to  equip ourselves;  we need to  

s tar t  in  a  way broadening the s t ruggle from beyond 

just  a  group of  act ivis ts  who were very,  very ex i ted 

about  the revolut ion.   But  how do we get  mil l ions  

and mil l ions  of  people involved in  that  revolut ion?   

And where our  people wil l  outnumber the dogs,  so 

that  brought  us  into organisat ion.   And organisat ion 

was very hard and we had to  come to unders tand the 

principles  of  our  revolut ion,  but  I think you have a 

quest ion.  
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DS: Okay you said earl ier  on that  you were detained 

 would you l ike to  expand on that  how did i t  come 

 about?  

MS: Well  in  I became a member of  the ANC then from 

1978;  conduct ing ANC operat ions;  ident i fying 

mil i tary targets ;  doing survei l lance;  passing this  

informat ion on;  recrui t ing other  people for  the 

ANC; but  keeping our uni t  very intact .   In  1985,  I 

remember the UDF was formed in  1983,  in  the 

1980’s  you had this  huge boycot t  of  s tudents .   So 

the act ivi t ies  of  organisat ion were taking place.   

There was this  big debate about  whether  now we 

intensify the armed s t ruggle or  not?  Whether  we 

s tar t  to  say that  we have reached the point  where we 

can in  fact  engage in  massive gueri l la  tact ics  

against  the enemy.   And this  was to  be discussed in  

the conference in  Kabwe.  And the Kabwe 

Conference of  1985,  required that  the ANC send in  

someone into the country to  get  an unders tanding of  

the thinking of  the underground uni ts .   So the 

person they sent  was Ebrahim Ismai l  Ebrahim.   

Ebrahim Ismai l  Ebrahim was the guy who spent  

eighteen years  on Robben Is land;  he came out  af ter  

two,  three years ;  he went  into ex i le .   He is  a  

Member of  Parl iament ,  he was the  chair  of  the 
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Foreign Affai rs  commit tee and now  he is  the adviser  

to  the Deputy President .   And we met  in  our  

t r ips  to  Swazi land before -  I met  many t imes with 

Ebrahim.   So Ebrahim was then nominated by the 

NEC [Nat ional  Execut ive Commit tee]  to  come in;  

and he 's  an NEC member;  he was a very important  

leader  of  the ANC and we were very honoured that  

our  uni t  was asked to  bring him in;  take care of  him 

et  cetera,  which we did.      

 I don’t  know whether  you remember maybe you are 

to  young for  this  but  there was the case of  Helena 

Pastoors  and Klaas  de Jonge.   Helena Pastoors  and 

Klaas  de Jonge were also ass is t ing the ANC and 

qui te  di fferent ly,  they were detained in  Johannes-

burg.   And Klaas  de Jonge became famous because 

he ran once.  He said he wants  to  go and renew -  he 

wants  to  go to  the Belgium with the Dutch Embassy 

and he then escaped on the road,  and ran in  and 

asked for  asylum.  And he was then kept  in  the 

Dutch Embassy and there was a big case.  There was 

a big case,  the Helen Pastoors  and Klaas  de Jonge 

case,  but  the pol ice were actual ly watching them.  

And then they came across  Ebrahim Ismai l  

Ebrahim, ,  and then they came across  me.   And we 

were t rying af ter  he was here for  s ix  months  to  get  
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him back,  but  we were having operat ional  

di ff icul t ies  taking him out .   And we knew we were 

under survei l lance,  we were under survei l lance.  

DS:  Can you remember when was that  the year?  

MS: 1985.  

DS:  1985.  

MS:  26th of  June 1985,  we had a meet ing in  which Ebi  

said to  me that  we are under survei l lance,  we could 

see i t  you know.  But  the decis ion of  the ANC was 

that  he should escape.   And that  we must  be the 

decoy,  so that  he could in  fact  escape.   And we 

unders tood this ,  this  was a very diff icul t  decis ion,  a  

very tough decis ion to  have made,  but  i t  was a 

correct  decis ion that  Ebrahim was a senior  leader  

and they would have ki l led him i f  they had 

discovered him here.   And we said f ine we wil l  take 

the courage of  the decis ion,  and so we prepared for  

Ebrahim's  escape.   And I was lef t  in  order  for  them 

to deflect  -  so they detained me on the 29th of  June 

1985.   But  wi th me they detained a comrade of  mine 

Sir ish Soni ,  a  cousin of  mine Bunny,  who had a f lat  

next  door where we were keeping Ebrahim.   And 

then later  because as  the invest igat ion unfolded 

there was another  person detained Fish,  Rajeshwar 

Maharaj ;  then my brother  Yunis  Shaik;  then my 
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Dad;  and my younger brother ,  Chippie.   So we had 

we had a group of  us  who were detained from the 

same family,  al l  a t  the same t ime.   It  was very 

diff icul t ;  not  necessari ly only for  me;  but  detent ion 

is  di ff icul t .  But  I think i t  was a very diff icul t  t ime 

for  the family;  i t  was a very diff icul t  t ime for  my 

Mum.  I mean her  husband was detained and then 

my Dad,  my Dad suffered a s t roke in  detent ion.  He 

was hospi tal ized;  they released him.   They then 

released,  I think they released my cousin.  In  the 

end,  i t  was just  Yunis  and myself .   They released 

Sir ish Soni  af ter  I think about  af ter  four  months  in  

detent ion,  was declared mental ly unfi t  to  be 

detained any longer.   It  was very good because the 

detent ion took i ts  tol l  on him in more ways than we 

could imagine.  I,  a t  the t ime,  spent  together  wi th 

Yunis ,  I spent  nine months  in  sol i tary confinement .  

 I was detained from 1985,  29th June 1985 to  22nd 

March 1986.  

DS:  So during your detent ion were you tortured,  or  

 would you l ike to  expand on that?    

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

RESUMPTION ON SIDE B 
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DS: We are back.  You were s t i l l  ta lking about  your 

detent ion in  sol i tary confinement  would you l ike to  

tel l  us  about  the condi t ions .  

MS:  You see,  there was two -  there is  a  l i t t le  background 

about  detent ion i tsel f  there.   There are two different  

kinds of  detent ion.  The f i rs t  i s  detent ion for  the 

purposes  of  prevent ion,  where you detain someone 

and i t 's  publ ic  order  detent ion.  The person is  

detained they don’t  have access  to  what’s  happening 

outs ide but  there is  kind of  other  s i tuat ions  that  go 

with i t  and most  people there was detained under 

Sect ion 30,  whether  you want  to  be a wi tness  or  

whatever .   But  we were detained under Sect ion 29 

of  the Internal  Securi ty Act .   Sect ion 29 is  the 

detent ion for  the purposes  of  interrogat ion,  for  the 

purposes  of  ex tract ing informat ion.   So you are kept  

incommunicado:  so you don’t  see anyone;  you are 

detained;  you are kept  alone;  you are kept  in  

sol i tary confinement .   You have your cel l .  You are 

taken out  of  your cel l  only for  the purposes  of  

interrogat ion,  and you are brought  back to  be kept  

there.   You do not  see your lawyer;  you do not  see 

your family.   And al l  this  was because for  twenty-

three hours  you are in  a  l i t t le  cel l  here,  one hour 

you are al lowed out  for  exercises ,  and this  is  what  i t  
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i s .   It ’s  very diff icul t ,  very hard,  but  i t  i s  something 

you -  I had to  survive,  you know, so i ts  harder  to  

speak of  i t  now but  i t ’s  a  -  very terr ible part  of  our ,  

very terr ible part  of  South Africa’s  his tory,  of  doing 

this  to  human beings.   But  I think this  is  what  has  

made South Africa so s t rong in  this  area.   To say 

that  because now we are -  we can look back into 

this  area and say when we now speak of  saying we 

must  never  again be in  detent ion without  t r ial ,  that  

the r ights  of  people who were detained are very 

important .   We do this  because we know we have 

been there;  we have seen this  horr ible thing of  

detent ion.   But  i t  was nine diff icul t  months;  i t  was 

not  easy;  cest  la  vi ;  that’s  l i fe .   It  was the price we 

paid for  our ,  our  bel ief ;  i t ’s  made me -  I mean I 

came out  of  this  period more,  more commit ted to  the 

revolut ion to  be very honest  wi th you.   Do you want  

to  take that  cel lphone?   No,  i t ’s  okay.   I came out  of  

that  detent ion period very,  very commit ted.   And I 

want  to  go back to  my cel l  to  see the things I wrote 

on the wal ls  there,  but  there is  something that  real ly 

was when I f i rs t  came there and,  of  course,  i t ’s  

shock of  being there.   And I would read the s logans 

on the wal l  you know Viva MK, Viva this  and those 

s logans were important  because i t  was the s logans 
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of another  person who was there who was passing 

down his tory to  you.   And clearly,  you would derive 

some s t rength from those s logans.   But  for  me i t  

d idn’t  teach me how to,  how to survive i t .   So I 

s tar ted to  wri te  my lessons on the wal l ,  and the 

lessons were s imple ones .   If  you want  to  survive 

this  day;  then don’t  think about  yesterday;  think 

only about  now.  Because you’ve got  to  imagine in  

sol i tary confinement ,  you are -  your mind is  racing 

with a  mil l ion things,  a  mil l ion things,  and you have 

got  to  say how do I survive now?   So I s tar ted to  put  

these lessons down,  and years  later ,  years  later ,  

another  detainee was in  the same cel l  you know.  

And he came to  see me and I think he’s  a  Counci l lor  

now, or  he’s  a  local  government  guy here.   And he 

says:   "You know Moe,  I want  to  tel l  you something 

I was in  your cel l ,  and those lessons you wrote there 

real ly helped me."  So in  a  sense i t  ref lected how 

even,  in  our  worst  s i tuat ions ,  we had to  f ind the 

s t rength to  go on,  but  also to  pass  on the lessons so 

that  the one coming after  you,  you know also drew 

some s t rength from your own period.   But  detent ion 

for  me was a very crucial  point  not  only because of  

changing me as  a  person,  but  many of  interrogat ing 

off icers  eventual ly came to  work for  the ANC.  
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Because what  the enemy then didn’t  real ise was that  

i f  you keep someone for  such a long t ime.  When you 

use a detent ion for  the purpose of  interrogat ion for  

such a long t ime,  you know there is  in  s ix  months ,  

there is  supposed to  been a review.   The review 

commit tee normal ly because i t  came after ,  i t  came 

after  Sect ion 6 of  the Terrorism Act  and when Biko 

was ki l led in  prison,  they changed the Act .   When 

the Terrorism Act  was scrapped,  Terrorism Act  

number 6 was scrapped,  and they int roduced a new 

law cal led the Internal  Securi ty Act ,  sect ion 29.   

And Sect ion 29 said you can only keep the detainee 

for  s ix  months  and i f  they are going to  ex tend i t ,  

they have to  apply before a  commission.   Of course,  

the commission was made up of  apartheid 

magis t rates  et  cetera.   But  in  my case,  they agreed 

to  ex tend i t .  Why,  I don’t  know, but  so surviving 

the s ix  months  was not  good enough,  you had to  

survive another  period.   But  I want  to  tel l  about  a  

magis t rate  in  detent ion.   You know they would 

bring these -  they cal led them inspector  of  

detainees .   And the inspector  of  detainees  is  -  his  

name was Haasbroek.   And Haasbroek in  Afrikaans 

means the t rousers  of  the rabbi t .   And Haasbroek 

used to  come there every two weeks,  and you would 
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be taken out  of  your cel l  and brought  this  guy in  and 

he would ask you three quest ions .  "How is  the 

food?”  “Okay.” “How is  your t reatment?"  “Okay.  I 

have got  some problems but  I know I can’t  do 

anything about  those problems.”  “Do you have 

other  needs?” “Yes,  can I have some books?” “No,  

you are not  al lowed any books."  Three quest ions ,  

every two weeks he would come and answer these 

quest ions ,  and then he goes .   So they were making a 

mockery of  this  Inspector-General  thing,  but  you 

know we s tar ted to  learn how to conquer sect ion 29.  

 But  i t ’s  surviving,  i t ’s  surviving,  bel ieving in  the 

reasons why you were there.   I th ink that  made a 

huge difference.   Because the sad thing of  our  

detent ion was I los t  my Mum when we were 

detained.   And they took is  this  -  these things I 

think took the tol l  on her .   So I came out ,  you know, 

I came out  to  a  very different  l i fe  s i tuat ion.    

DS:  So you are not  al lowed to  go to  the funeral?  

MS:  No I was al lowed.   No,  no I was al lowed to  the 

 funeral .  We were put  in  these handcuffs  and we 

were  taken to  the funeral  and brought  back to  detent ion.  

 It  was a mad t ime;  i t  was a s t range t ime for  our  

 country;  so i t ’s  okay.  

DS:  Okay I jus t  want  to  f ind out  were you ever  charged?  
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MS: No,  I was exonerated from Sect ion 29,  as  they put  

i t .   I want  to  tel l  you about  this  word exonerate you 

see.  So af ter  nine months  I remember i t  was Shar-

pevi l le  Day,  21st  March,  22nd there was some 

demonstrat ions  outs ide,  and s tudents  who now knew 

I was there were,  you know, shout ing and 

screaming.   So I was shout ing back and then the 

pol ice opened my cel l  and I thought  you know today 

is  the day in  which I have had i t .  If  this  pol iceman 

comes here to  beat  me up I’m going to  beat  him up 

as  wel l .   So I had made up my mind.   So he comes 

into my cel l  and he says  “Vat  al  jou goete,  get  al l  

your s tuff!”  And we rehearsed this  moment  for  nine 

months  you know, what  would I do when I have to  

leave this  cel l  you know, because i t  became my 

home?   And I forgot  everything and I forgot  what  to  

do.  So I jus t  s tar ted to  grab things and you know 

walk out  we real ly didn’t  have much s tuff .   Just  had 

a few shir ts  or  that  so we grab i t ,  and he was 

saying:  "Come,  you are going we are taking you 

somewhere else."  I thought  okay where is  

somewhere else?   In  the meant ime al l  because we 

had codes so those of  us  who were in  sol i tary 

confinement  knew that  I am now being taken out  of  

CR Swart .   When I come outs ide of  the CR Swart  he 
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te l ls  me "You are being exonerated from Sect ion 

29."  And for  the l i fe  of  me I don’t  know what  

exonerated means.   So I look at  him and said:  

"exonerated?"  Al l  I know is  the lesson of  the 

revolut ion that  says  do not  show weakness  in  the 

face of  the enemy.   So I said:  "Hmm, that’s  very 

interest ing,  exonerated." You know so.   So he 

looked at  me I looked at  him.   So I went  upstai rs  he 

took me upstai rs  and the chief  interrogat ing off icer  

said:  "Well ,  aren’t  you happy?"  I said:  "Happy 

about  what?"  He says:  "You are going home."  I 

say:  "Going home?"  He said:  "Didn’t  this  guy tel l  

you,  you’re being exonerated?"  I said:  "Oh,  is  that  

what  exonerated means?"  So I’ l l  never  forget  the 

word.   But  when I was released,  they didn’t  charge 

part ly because there was no evidence.   And this  is  

why they kept  me in  detent ion for  so long hoping 

that  they wil l  f ind some evidence and part ly because 

no one was going to  give evidence in  the case,  in  

any case.   But  when we were released in  March of  

1986,  they came back to  detain us  again in  

December of  1986 because this  t ime they captured 

Ebrahim Ismai l  Ebrahim in Swazi land.   They had a 

few other  wi tnesses  and now they were looking for  

us  to  be charged in  the same,  in  the same case.   But  
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by this  t ime,  we developed intel l igence to  know that  

they were coming.   They didn’t  f ind me,  they didn’t  

f ind Yunis ,  but  they found my younger brother  

Chippie,  and they detained him for  eighteen months .  

 So he was taken from December 1986 to  two years  

later ,  they released him.   So I mean that  period 

changed my l i fe  because again from 1986 from when 

I came out  in  March they came to  us  in  December 

and I l ived underground for  two years ,  two years  

underground.   In  those two years ,  I lef t  the country 

because we developed out  of  -  r is ing out  of  my 

interrogat ion I developed a very good contact  wi th 

the securi ty branch.   Some of  them turned,  and 

s tar ted to  work for  the ANC.  And they were giving 

us  informat ion.  

DS:  So in  a  way they were informers  or  should I say 

 they were spies?  

MS: They were – no,  the ANC never used those terms.   

They were contacts  of  the ANC; they were resources  

of  the ANC.  They were giving us  informat ion.   We 

took that  informat ion and then I had to  take that  

informat ion to  London.   So I had to  get  a  false 

passport  and everything and took this  informat ion to  

London.   And invariably this  took me in  a  path of  

my l i fe ,  which I didn’t  qui te  intend,  at  that  t ime.   I 
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was,  from London sent  by our current  President ,  

current  Deputy President ,  Jacob Zuma,  who was the 

Chief  of  Intel l igence then sent  me to  East  Germany.  

So I went  to  East  Germany,  I t rained in  East  

Germany for  s ix  months ,  I was brought  back into the 

country.   So in  this  period of  two years  no one knew 

where I was but  we were set t ing up intel l igence 

s t ructures  in  the country.   And of  course al l  this  was 

in  preparat ion for  the next  phase,  which was 

Operat ion VULA, which is  ANC underground 

operat ion,  took place.   But  then from 1986 onwards 

I was ful l t ime working for  the ANC. In 1988,  I was 

given inst ruct ion to  take a job with the Univers i ty 

of  Durban-Westvi l le ,  you know because I was an 

optometr is t ,  I graduated at  UDW so I could apply.   

So I appl ied for  the job.  It  was a tes t  to  see whether  

they also wil l  now come for  me because Ebrahim 

Ismai l  Ebrahim was convicted;  he was sent  back to  

Robben Is land.   Eighteen years  the f i rs t  t ime;  ten 

the second t ime;  you know they put  him back on 

Robben Is land.   And so when I was given this  job at  

UDW; when I appl ied for  i t  and I was given i t ;  I was 

made a lecturer .   So I was a lecturer  at  UDW I think 

from 1988 onwards 1988/89.   Well  of  course,  me 

taking the job at  UDW was in  order  to  legi t imise 
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myself  again because the next  operat ion was 

s tar t ing,  which was Operat ion VULA.  Well ,  by 

1990 Operat ion VULA was discovered.  By that  t ime 

in  the country I was working with some very senior  

people who now are ei ther  Minis ters  or  Chief  of  

Defence Force et  cetera.   But ,  we were very much 

involved in  the ANC underground here.   The 1990,  I 

had to  go back into hiding,  you know, so they came 

again for  me and I had to  s tay one year  in  hiding in  

the ANC underground in  South Africa.   And then I 

must  ment ion two things:  one was a man by the 

name of  Mamoo Rajab.  He was with the Democrat ic  

Party,  democrat ic  was i t  the DP ja.   He raised my 

quest ion because at  UDW I was a lecturer  then,  and 

there was s tudents  who were saying that  why is  the 

pol ice harass ing this  lecturer  there was a lot  of  

support  for  us  at  f rom UDW.  And when this  was,  

when he raised this  in  Parl iament ,  I think the 

Minis ter  of  Pol ice then was -  who James Kriel  or  

someone i f  I’m not  mistaken said "No,  no,  no we 

don’t  want  to  detain him.  We just  want  to  have a 

cup of  tea wi th him,  you know."  So for  the f i rs t  

t ime,  you know, detent ion was described as  having a 

cup of  tea,  you know.  But  the ANC took up my 

quest ion of  indemnity with De Klerk,  and I was 



 39 

granted indemnity in  1991.   So in  1991 I could then 

resurface back into the open.   And I then joined the 

 -  I was asked to  join the negot iat ion process .   So I 

was in  the negot iat ing process  from 1991 so 

CODESA 1,  CODESA 2,  mul t i -party talks .  I was 

nominated by the Communist  Party to  serve on the 

Intel l igence subcounci l  of  the TEC.  I worked very 

closely with ANC Intel l igence and then because of  

the negot iat ions ,  I was asked to  develop with others ,  

posi t ions  on what  wi l l  the new Intel l igence of  South 

Africa look l ike.   What  should i t  look l ike?   I did a  

lot  of  research;  we knew there had to  be 

const i tut ional  pr inciples .   We negot iated this  wi th 

the Nat ional  Intel l igence Service on the other  s ide.   

Then I was appointed in  1994 as  part  of  a  group of  

two people and I was the chair  of  the amalgamation 

commit tee to  amalgamate the s ix  Intel l igence 

Services  of  this  country.   There was the NIS;  there 

was ANC; there was the PAC; there was Transkei  

Intel l igence;  BOP;  Ciskei  and Venda.   And i t  was a 

fascinat ing,  fascinat ing period of  my l i fe ,  which I 

did from 1994 to  1997,  the amalgamated al l  these 

services .   I was then appointed deputy co-ordinator  

of  Intel l igence.  Tthe co-ordinator  was Joe Nhlanhla,  

the Minis ter .   I was his  deputy so,  so I was a deputy 
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co-ordinator  for  Intel l igence,  working with the 

Cabinet ,  fantas t ic  period.   But  the I decided that  my 

l i fe  must  not  be forever  locked into this  world of  

Intel l igence,  and I then was asked to  look at  -  

Europe was s tar t ing i ts  integrat ion of  Europe,  the 

debate of  the Euro,  the s ingle currency was taking 

place.   It  was also East  Germany -  the world at  that  

t ime was the col lapse -  they used the term the 

col lapse of  social ism.   And Germany was s tar t ing to  

integrate the East  and the West .   So I was asked to  

go and s tudy this ,  because in  many senses  we had 

the same problem in South Africa.  Now that  South 

Africa is  going to  free and democrat ic  how would 

you integrate developed South Africa to  developing 

South Africa you know.  And I went  back to  

Germany to  look at  this  you know I was appointed 

as  the Consul  General  in  Hamburg,  and I was there 

from 1997 to  1999.   I was then asked to  come back 

to  South Africa,  which I did.   Then they al l  said 

"Lis ten,  we want  to  go and open this  miss ion in  

Algeria ."  So I then went  to  Algeria  and that’s  

where I am now three and a half  years .   I have taken 

you through this  rapid chronology of  my l i fe  and 

you can pick phases  or  quest ions  in  there,  yes .  
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DS: Alright ,  I jus t  want  to  f ind out  what  aspects  of  l i fe  

 under  apartheid most  affected you which makes you 

 jus t  going back a l i t t le .  

MS:  Yes,  what  affected me most?   Ben Okrey says  i t  very 

wel l .   It  was the invis ibi l i ty of  our  ex is tence.   We 

were invis ible to  whi te South Africa.  You know 

they i ts  the humil iat ion that  comes with being 

invis ible.   Just  the inabi l i ty of  human beings to  look 

at  other  human beings and say they too are human 

beings.   So there was a kind of  i rr i tat ion with this  

we were invis ible.   That  real ly,  that  personal ly 

real ly affected me,  that  I could not ,  I could not  go 

to  these whi te movie houses .   I could not  you know 

bear  to  be humil iated by apartheid and even today i t  

s t i l l  affects  me that  i f  I and I t ravel  very often to  

Europe.   At  the s l ightest ,  s l ightest  ins inuat ion of  

racism I can feel  myself  get t ing very angry.   So as  

for  me the -  this  humil iat ing insul t ing invis ibi l i ty of  

apartheid real ly affected me badly.   Now that  I am a 

bi t  older  I think I could rat ional ise i t .   It  affected 

my family throughout  our  l ives  you know i t  jus t  -  

and for  the f i rs t  t ime I real ly fel t  complete and 

whole was when I was s i t t ing in  Parl iament  when 

President  Mbeki  made his  “I am an African” speech.  

 When for  the f i rs t  t ime in  my l i fe  you know, I fel t  I 
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belong,  you know that  this  is  why I refer  to  you as  

indigenous African because I too am African.   But  i f  

we have to  make a dis t inct ion then we have to  make 

the dis t inct ion between indigenous and non-

indigenous Africans.   So I was bothered most  by 

what  apartheid robbed of  so many of  us .   And this  is  

why even I think by them cal l ing us  and we carrying 

on with this  t radi t ion of  cal l ing people Indian South 

Africans or  Coloureds or  whatever .  I’ve never  set  

foot  in  India.   I share many t radi t ions  of  India;  I 

share i ts  good t radi t ions;  i t s  cuis ine;  i t s  music;  i t s  

cul ture;  et  cetera.   But  I have never  been to  India.  

I’ve l ived al l  my l i fe  in  Africa I’ve l ived al l  my l i fe  

in  this  country I’m 42/43 now.  And I think I claim 

because I l ive here and know that  also I wi l l  die  

here that  I claim the r ight  to  be an African.   And 

this  is  the very important  thing that  I think what  is  

s tar t ing to  affect  our  own country that  we need to  

s tar t  claiming these r ights  you know.  I think the 

Indian community in  South Africa needs to  do that ,  

to  claim the r ight  to  be African.   But  that  I think we 

don’t  intend to  go there.   Your next  quest ion?  

DS:  Okay I jus t  want  to  f ind out  I’ l l  jus t  go back a 

 l i t t le  bi t  the feel ing how you fel t  when you real ised 
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 that  the unbanning of  the pol i t ical  organizat ions ,  I 

 jus t  want  to  know how you fel t .  

MS:  I was on a special  operat ion of  the ANC at  the t ime 

in  Johannesburg when the announcement  was made.  

 And I must  confess  as  maybe one of  the few t imes 

in  my l i fe  I broke discipl ine.   I danced on the 

s t reets  wi th everyone else you know.  We were toi -

toing;  we were you know just  going a bi t  crazy;  we 

were supposed to  be hiding and al l  that  but  we were 

just  in  front  of  the pol icemen with their  cameras  

and we were dancing so i t  was a moment  of  

uncontrol lable euphoria,  uncontrol lable euphoria,  

uncontrol lable.   It  was a wonderful  moment ,  

wonderful  moment .   But  of  course we had to  wake 

up the next  day and say okay,  now what?   I mean 

and there’s  a  part icular  problem because a few days 

later  I had to  go and pick up someone from 

Swazi land who was crossing the border  and 

clandest inely come into the country.   And we had to  

meet  we said:   "Okay,  why must  we al l  r isk our  

l ives  now and do a clandest ine crossing when the 

organisat ions  are unbanned he can just  walk across  

and come into the country."  Huge confusion,  huge 

confusion to  the underground operat ives  what  do we 
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do,  do we bomb,  we don’t  bomb,  we operate,  we 

don’t  operate?   It  was a di ff icul t  t ime.  

DS:  So how did you manage to  col lect  that  person from 

Swazi land?  

MS: Well  we did i t  c landest inely we asked him to cross  

the border  we didn’t  want  to  take -  [ laughs]  we not  

sure we didn’t  want  to  take the r isk.   We asked him 

to cross  we picked him up and we brought  him in 

for  operat ions .   But  of  course the connect ivi ty of  

the ANC the networking,  the communicat ion system 

fi l tered through that  we had to  s tand down from 

operat ions  you know.  Stand down and things wil l  

normal ise,  I mean the funny thing is ,  r ight ,  wi th the 

unbanning of  the ANC, some people had to  be 

brought  into the country,  the leadership.   Some of  

those people,  in  fact  two of  those people,  Mac 

Maharaj  and Ronny Kasri ls  were al ready inside the 

country,  you know, when the ANC was unbanned,  

and then the debate about  bringing them from 

outs ide inside.   Now we are s i t t ing in  the 

underground and we are saying "My God,  how we 

are we going to  do this  now?"  We have to  send 

these guys out  you know and then bring them back 

legal ly in ,  you know.  And we had to  that  i t  was a i t  

was a joke but  we had to  do i t  in  order  to  keep,  
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because we didn’t  want  to  be arrogant  in  

demonstrat ing to  the pol ice or  because we didn’t  

know whether  negot iat ions  was going to  go this  way 

or  go that  way.   And i t  was very important  for  us  to  

keep our s t ructures  intact .   

DS:  Okay in  the negot iat ion process ,  so I jus t  want  to  

f ind out  from you what  do think made the Nat ional  

Party to  agree on negot iat ions?  

MS: Well  I think in  the country at  the t ime,  the 1980’s  

was real ly a  period in  which three or  four  things 

were happening that  was producing the i rrevers ibi -

l i ty quest ion.   The f i rs t ,  was internat ional ly i t  was 

the col lapse of  social ism,  but  there was a lot  of  

pressure on South Africa.   You know there was the 

Harare Declarat ion,  there was a lot  of  pressure from 

the UN on sanct ions .   There was Eminent  Persons 

Group vis i t  to  South Africa.   So internat ional ly,  the 

world was focusing on South Africa -  much credi t  to  

our  ant i -apartheid movements  that  were out  there 

organiz ing,  put t ing a lot  of  pressure on South 

Africa.   And the ant i -apartheid movement  made a 

huge contr ibut ion to  what  we cal led this  defining 

moment .    

 The second was our people,  our  people were s tar t ing 

to  res is t  in  inexpl icable,  you know, courage.   They 
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were taken to  the s t reets  we s tar ted to  talk  about  

mil l ions ,  one mil l ion march,  you know one mil l ion 

s ignature campaign.   If  we had a meet ing in  Durban 

I was looking at  some old photos ,  thousands upon 

thousands upon thousands of  people would 

converge.   So the UDF, the ANC star ted to  capture 

the popular  imaginat ion of  people.   And our people 

were s tar t ing to  r ise up in  -  no longer could the 

apartheid government  govern.   They could not ,  they 

could not  int imidate and they could not  govern.   In  

fact  the concept  of  dual  power ex is ted in  some of  

the township.   In  some of  the townships  there was 

no way the army could go in  there was no way the 

mil i tary could go in  or  the pol ice.   So dual  power 

was s tar t ing to ,  to  emerge.    

 The thi rd I think,  was that  our  ANC uni ts  or  the 

armed s t ruggle was reaching the point  of  

sophis t icat ion i t  was reaching a point  where we 

could bring in  huge amount  of  weapons,  where we 

could s tar t  at tacking mil i tary targets  in  a  very 

s ignif icant  way.   So I think,  and the apartheid 

government  s tar ted to  real ise this  that  there are 

these things.   Of course you know by then that  in  

the northern parts  of  the borders  of  the country,  

they lost  the war in  Angola.   Cui to  Cuanavale was 
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the turning point ;  Namibia was now free;  Zimbabwe 

was free;  Mozambique,  even though they had the 

Nkomati  Accord,  was free.   So South Africa s tar ted 

i ts  ret reat  into i ts  own laager .   And al l  these things 

were;  were turning.   So,  I think i t ’s  a  combinat ion 

of  things,  I think i t  was the ant i -  apartheid 

movements ,  world sol idari ty wi th the oppressed 

people of  South Africa,  the eff iciency of  the ANC’s 

work and other  pol i t ical  part ies  outs ide.  The 

col lapse of  social ism;  our  victories  in  -  of  our  

African brothers  and s is ters  in  the north of  the 

country.   And more important ly,  and I want  to  tel l  

you this ,  i t  was due to  the fact  that  the spir i t  of  our  

own people here was unbreakable.   And I think the 

Apartheid Government  came to  unders tand that  to  

cont inue with apartheid now is  going to  cost  more 

l ives  they can ever  imagine.   They knew they were 

at  this  very crucial  point  of  i f  they cont inued i t  

would have dest royed everything.   And of  course we 

also knew that ,  that  we cont inued that  no longer 

could we just i fy only -  no civi l ian targets .   At  some 

point  we are going to  have to  say and you wil l  

not ice there was the Magoo's  bombing,  there was 

the Pretoria  bombing,  there was the Amanzimtot i  
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bombing;  we were s tar t ing to  say:   "We've got  to  

take civi l ian l i fe ."    

DS:  So those bombings were not  mistakes?  

MS: They were not .  I think perhaps Tot i  was a mistake,  

Magoo's  was not  necessari ly a  mistake.   And we 

were not ;  we were not  comfortable -  they were in  

that   grey area we were not  comfortable about  

taking civi l ian l i fe .   The ANC was very s t rong on 

that  -  no soft  targets .   Mil i tary targets ,  we must  be 

able to  jus t i fy these targets  to  our  people to  our  

revolut ion  et  cetera.   But  what  I am saying is  that  

i f  we  cont inued,  i f  we cont inued,  as  the enemy was 

ki l l ing us ,  we would s tar ted to  also by necessi ty 

would have to  engage in  those operat ions  where we 

wil l  s tar t  to  take l i fe .   

DS  Okay.   

MS   We didn’t .  Thank God we didn’t .   But  we al l  knew 

that  i f  i t  cont inued,  victory or  defeat  wi l l  come at  a  

very dear  price.   And that  was the point  in  which 

our contact  between the two s ides  were taking place 

and that’s   how the negot iat ions  s tar ted.    

DS:  Okay.  So I jus t  want  to  change my quest ion;  jus t  

focus on the TRC? I jus t  want  to  f ind out  whether  

you gave tes t imony at  the TRC? 
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MS: Not  me,  but  the people who tortured us ,  they 

appl ied for  they appl ied for  amnesty from the TRC. 

 And they had to  give reasons why they are applying 

and of  course they l is ted our tor ture as  a  thing.   So I 

was away at  the t ime,  but  we appointed my brother  

Yunis  to  be the person to  speak on behalf  of  us .   

About  the tor ture,  about  what  detent ion did et  

cetera.   And he then gave evidence to  the TRC in 

relat ion to  the amnesty appl icat ion by the 

interrogat ing off icers .  

DS:  Okay the reason that  you didn’t  offer  tes t imony is  

because you were not  around by then or?  

MS: No for ,  for  me -  i t ’s  a  very diff icul t  thing.  I’m -  and 

I’m not  saying I’m r ight  or  wrong in  this ,  but  

somehow in the sense that  the TRC was not  was not  

for  us  who were in  the revolut ion.   It  was a 

necessary thing for  South Africa.   You wil l  see how 

painful  i t  i s  for  me to  talk  of  being in  detent ion 

now, i t  would not  be easy for  many,  many of  our  

people who I know have suffered more than I have 

to  go before the TRC and tel l  their  s tories .   These 

s tories  belong I mean they belong to  our  own what  

you wil l  cal l  our  own category of  sacri f ice.   We 

can’t  impose i t  on our people.  We can’t  ex tract  one 

ounce of  benefi t  f rom i t .   I th ink within discipl ined 
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cadres  of  the ANC, we come to unders tand this .   We 

must  not  profi t  f rom our detent ion,  we must  not  go 

out  and project  these s tories  and impose them, as  

brutal  as  they are,  on the psyche of  the nat ion.    

 What  the country needed at  that  t ime and s t i l l  

needs,  i t  needed ordinary people to  tel l  their  s tories .  

They needed us  to  say our s tories  are less  important  

than the s tories  of  our  people,  which have to  be told 

and they- so I’m saying for  a  few reasons,  I would 

not  have gone before the TRC.  I think i t  was 

necessary for  some people to  go to  the TRC.  The 

TRC and the process  of  reconci l iat ion was the t rue 

s tories  of  what  happened and the prices  were paid.   

It  was more important  you know; the removals  of  

people;  the mass  suffer ing of  what  happened in  

townships;  those should be documented as  the 

his tories .   The personal  things,  the tor ture,  the 

beat ings ,  you know, those things l ive with us  

forever .   They the element  of  forgiveness  not ;  when 

I qui te  unders tood the interrogat ing off icer .   He was 

engaging more with me,  that’s  f ine.   He should have 

had he should have done i t  wi th  a  l i t t le  bi t  more 

respect .   There should have,  there should have been 

rules  and regulat ions  enforceable for  him not  to  
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have done what  he has  done.   But  for  me i t ’s  

necessary that  we move on you know.   

 So what  I am saying is ,  I would not  have gone to  the 

TRC and said "Lis ten there’s  this  man he did this  he 

did this ."   For  me victory,  victory real ly was when 

he said you know, said he’s  not  going to  l ive his  

l i fe  properly i f  he does  not  go for  to  apply for  

amnesty,  and that  was a remarkable for  me a 

remarkable victory.  That  he real ised that  what  he 

did was wrong.   And he had to  apply for  amnesty 

because he had to  work out  that  i f  he did not  apply 

for  amnesty,  perhaps we could charge him.   So when 

he appl ied for  amnesty i t  was a very nice thing 

because we could then tel l  the s tory,  and we 

mandated Yunis  to  tel l  the s tory.  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF 

ON RESUMPTION 

DS:  We are back,  so I jus t  want  to  f ind out  you know 

 there is  a  delay with the reparat ion and al l  that  

 s tuff .  And apparent ly the people are not  happy 

 about  that .   So would you l ike to  your opinion on 

 that?  

MS:  Yes,  I think my own view on this  quest ion is  there 

is  a  misunders tanding of  our  pol i t ical  t ransi t ion.   

Time and t ime I go back to  that  decis ion where we 
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did not  win this  revolut ion by force,  i t  was a 

negot iated set t lement .   And negot iated set t lement  

means a lot  of  compromises  were made along the 

way.   But  in  part ,  the outcome of  the negot iated 

set t lement  al lowed South Africans,  each and every 

one of  us ,  a  second chance in  l i fe ,  to  be able to  

reconstruct  a  bet ter  future.   Personal ly,  I don’t  think 

we can reconstruct  that  future i f  we are held vict ims 

to  the at roci t ies  of  the past .   I am sure there were 

at roci t ies .   I’m sure the reparat ion issue the way I 

see i t  being debated now is  that ,  in  my opinion,  the 

70 or  80 percent  of  the people of  South Africa who 

l ived in  apartheid South Africa who need some form 

of  reparat ion or  the other ,  reparat ion or  the other .   

I’m sure each and every South African can claim a 

r ight  to  reparat ion.  And that’s  unaffordable in  terms 

of  our  State.   What  is  affordable is  that  we can 

bui ld  a  bet ter  future for  everyone.  A bet ter  l i fe  for  

everyone and I think to  concentrate on bui lding the 

macroeconomic or  the macro archi tecture of  this  

bet ter  l i fe  for  everyone is  the way to  go.    

 So I personal ly think reparat ion way is  not  the 

correct  way.   We need to  look at  certain  principles  

of  reparat ion,  reparat ion could be bui lding 

monuments ,  could be bui lding our his tory in  a  way 
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that  future generat ions  wil l  know where South 

Africa was coming from.  In  terms of  socio-

economic issues ,  the r ight  to  bui ld  a  society in  

which there is  access  to  housing;  there is  access  to  

water;  there is  access  to  elect r ici ty;  there is  access  

to  educat ion;  so that  the ful l  potent ial  of  al l  South 

Africans is  brought  out .   For  me that  i s  the bet ter  

reparat ion than handing out  money or  whatever ,  

because we don’t  have those kinds of  means to  hand 

out .   And where do you s tar t  who do you say that  

"Oh,  you were tortured less  and you were tortured 

more therefore because you were tortured less  you 

should get  this  amount  because you were tortured 

more you’l l  get  that  amount ."  I don’t  think our 

society is ,  should be able to  deal  wi th such kind of  

problems.  Bui lding a bet ter  future is  the real  

reparat ion.  

DS:  Okay.  I think we have come to our  end of  our  

interview.  Thank you Mr Shaik for  your 

part icipat ion in  this  project  we real ly appreciate.   

MS:  I want  to  thank you for  giving me the chance.  

DS:  Thank you.  

INTERVIEW ENDS 

---  oOo ---  
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