
ADVANTAGES 

Ironically the obnoxious Group-Areas Actdid result 
in some positive advantages, such as: 

• clearance of old (slum) areas, 

• Modern town-planning, 

• business/industrial expansion, 

• new residential areas, 

• new and better schools, 

• improved municipal facilities 

• new Indian towns established, 

• a rising middle-class, 

• Asiatic bazaars established, &c. 

Initially the effect of the forced removal was disas
trous ....... later .......... trade returned, often 
with detrimental effects to European business .... 

The implementation of the Act cost millions of Rand 
and was most forcibly executed in the Transvaal, 
where new areas included Lenasia (Johannesburg) 
a,nd Laudium (Pretoria) while examples in Natal 
include Reservoir Hills and Isipingo (Durban). 

The Middle Class has survived the upheaval 
socially and economically, but the re-settlement 
and the effect on the poorer working classes 
remains controversial. 



DISADVANTAGES 


INCLUDE ... 

Legislation to uproot the Indian from established 
residential and commercial areas has been 
regarded as inhumane, unjust and humiliating. The 
Act of 1950 (and subsequent legislation) has 
brought about untold misery as regards: inade
quate compensation, impoverishment, demolition 
of shops and homes, resettlement, loss of trade, 
increased transportation costs, a social and 
cultural upheaval &c. Previously societies, schools, 
cultural groups and the economy were established 
around a Mosque or a Temple. For the trader the 
loss was insurmountable. Many faced bankruptcy. 
The poorer classes found themselves homeless 
and life-savings were reduced to ashes (e.g. Cato 
Manor). The Act has aroused considerable contro
versy and resentment on the part of the Indian" 
community. 

The Group Areas Act together with other discrimi
natory laws such as the Mixed-Marriages Act and 
the Population Registration Act, were finally 
repealed in 1990 and 1991, heralding a new age in 
South Africa which we can conviently refer to as the 
"Post-Apartheid era". 



Our poster illustrates 
the broken bridge to 
symbolize the divided 
community ... 

THE DESERTED 
VILLAGE ... scenes 
from Louis Trichardt to 
illustrate the effects of 
the Group Areas Act, 
when Indian shops (and 
homes) in the centre of 
the town were closed 
and demolished ... 

EL TIVILLAS, the new 
Indian township built in 
Louis Trichardt (circa 
1980) on the eastern side 
of the National Road, 
illustrates the new 
Asiatic Bazaar complex. 
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