AN APPRECIATION BY SIR EVELYN
BARING, H IGH COMMISSIONER FOR
THE UNITED KINGDOM
I first met Abdulla Kajee on the quay at
Durban In July, 1929, when I stepped off a
British India steamer at the end of a Jong
journey. Fresh from the rural life of northern India, South African Indians and
their complex problems seemed to me
strange and a little alarming.
Yet for those concerned with Indians. jp
South Africa the P.eriod was one Qf hope.
The Inqjo.n comniu~~ty . w~ ,¥~-, 'Ph~'
office bearers of the ~putH-•Ait'l~llJ?",Indiaw·•
Congress Includ.ctt ~ -Chr~s ti~,•:iNn htfu'' a,nd
a Muslim. The prganisaUon , wa9' e-qually:
representative ~?. the · Ta'rilil and Hind'f •
speaking descendants of indentured la1)6'urers on the one hand, and of the Gujerati
speaking , merchants on the other hand.
Its leaders were not only united, they were
also skllled representatives of their peep~:·'
They wcr~ day by dqy working out a
technique ~ approa~• to"and.,negotiation
with South:Afrll!an 11uthorities, whether the
central Government, the Provincial Administrations or the Municipalities. They had
profited greatly by association during the
1927 Cape Town Conference with the wise
and politically experienced delegates, both
Indian and British, who had in that year
come to South Africa on behalf of the
Government of India.
Abdulla Kajec was notable among South
African Indian leaders. He represented a
point of view; and it was a hopeful point
of view. He wished to serve his people, of
thls there was no doubt. But he saw very
clearly the picture of life in South Africa
for people of Indian origin. H e realised
that they must learn to live amicably side
by side with Europeans; that to succeed in
doing so they must establish good relations
with Europeans, must at times leave unsaid
what they might wish to say and at oth~r
times leave unclon(' things they wished to

do. It seemed to me that Kajcc believed
that only in this way could a leader of
South African Indians in South Africa be
effective; and Kajee himself wa.s a very
effective as well as a very painstaki ng
leader.
Kajec was eloquent and he was forceful.
He also had S<!nsc and political judgment .
H e understoo d and he acted on the well•
known maxim that ·•politics is the art of the
possible". He was, as I have said, cager to
serve his people, but he served them steadily
with patience and persistenc e, not by fits
and starts with violence and emotion. He
was frank and he was no respecter of persons. He had an open mind and was willing
to discuss any subject at any time. Later
he became fairly well-to-do, but at the time
I first knew him he lived In a small office
approach ed through an archway leading
out of Grey Street on the side where the
big mosque stands. Herc he would talk to
anyone at any time. He was a true product
of Natal, enjoyed the life of Durban, had
an excellent sense of humour and never
resented a joke at his own expense. All the
time during all his work he kept In mind
the necessity of the maintena nce of personal
relations with European s, and he realised
that the worst fate for Natal Indians would
be the developm ent of a complete breach
with European s.
Early this century when Lord Morley,
the great Liberal statesma n and historian ,
was Secretary of State for India, he
remarked that the South African Indian
problem was insoluble. There Is much to
be said for this view. People of two races
living side by side give rise not so much to
a single problem, which may suddenly be
solved, as to a series of episodes, and in
turn the treatmen t of these episodes either
Increases or decreases racial dislike. No
man can "solve the South African Indian
problem" ; but a man can by his life and
actions help to avoid the worst consequen ces
of the series of episodes. Abdulla Kajcc
was such a man.
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I first met Abdulla Kajee on the quay at Durban in
July, 1929, when I stepped off a British India steamer at
the end of a long journey. Fresh from the rural life of
northern India, South African Indians and their complex problems seemed to me strange and a little alarming.
Yet for those concerned with Indians in South Africa
the period was one of hope. The Indian community was
united. The office bearers of the South African Indian
Congress included a Christian, a Hindu and a Muslim.
The organisation was equally representative of the Tamil
and Hindi speaking descendants of indentured labourers
on the one hand, and of the Gujerati speaking merchants
on the other hand. Its leaders were not only united, they
were also skilled representatives of their people. They
were day by day working out a technique of approach to
and negotiation with South African authorities, whether
the central Government, the Provincial Administrations
or the Municipalities. They had profited greatly by
association during the 1927 Cape Town Conference with
the wise and politically experienced delegates, both
Indian and British, who had in that year come to South
Africa on behalf of the Government of India.
Abdulla Kajee was notable among South African
Indian leaders. He represented a point of view; and it
was a hopeful point of view. He wished to serve his
people, of this there was no doubt. But he saw very

clearly the picture of life in South Africa for people_ of
Indian origin. He realised that they must learn to live
amicably side by side with Europeans; that to succeed in
doing so they must establish good relations with Europeans, must at times leave unsaid what they might .wish
to say and at other times leave undone things they WISh~d
to do. It seemed to me that Kajee believed that only m
this way could a leader of South African Indians in
South Africa be effective; and Kajee himself was a very
effective as well as a very painstaking leader.
Kajee was eloquent and he was forceful. He also had
sense and political judgment. He understood and he
acted on the well-known maxim that "politics is the art
of the possible". He was, as I have said, eager to serve
his people, but he served them steadily with patience
and persistence, not by fits and starts with violence and
emotion. He was frank and he was no respecter of persons. He had an open mind and was willing to discuss
any subject at any time. Later he became fairly well-todo but at the time I first knew him he lived in a small
office approached through an archway leading out of
Grey Street on the side where the big mosque stands.
Here he would talk to anyone at any time. He was a
true product of Natal, enjoyed the life of Durban, had
an excellent sense of humour and never resented a joke
at his own expense. All the time during all his work he
kept in mind the necessity of the maintenance of personal
relations with Europeans, and he realised that the worst
fate for Natal Indians would be the development of a
complete breach with Europeans.
Early this century when Lord Morley, the great Libe~al
statesman and historian, was Secretary of State for India,

he remarked that the South African Indian problem was
insoluble. There is much to be said for this view. People
of two races living side by side give rise not so much to
a single problem, which may suddenly be solved, as to
a series of episodes, and in turn the treatment of these
episodes either increases or decreases racial dislike. No
man can "solve the South African Indian problem"; but
a man can by his life and actions help to avoid the worst
consequences of the series of episodes. Abdulla Kajee
was such a man.

An eal'ly photogn1ph of "A.I." with C. F. Andrews

I

CHAPTER 1

I'

P,
,;

Tm: main road south from Durban is never far from
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railway and the sea. In 1900 it was a sandy earth road,
baked in winter and seldom free from the dust thrown
up by the ox-drawn cart or the trail of natives and
Indians who used it. There were established settlements
on the road, mostly of Indians, the majority of whom
clustered into shacks and raised large families on the
bare subsistence which they gained from a steady
employment in the sugar fields or from the growing of
a few vegetables from the miserable patches of land
which they could afford to buy or rent.
One of these settlements is Isipingo. Fifty years ago
it was too far from Durban to attract Europeans as a
residential area. Its beach had not then received the
attention of the merchants in real estate. Instead it was
almost entirely Indian in character. It might have been
a village of Southern India, tuclfod between the sea, over
which, in summer, a heat haze hung with metallic
oppression, and the undulating country where banana
groves sucked moisture from the dry air in winter and
green sugar waved in a breeze stirred by the heat.
Th:ere were a few hundred people in the village. The
oldest of them remembered the days when the coastlines
of Natal were covered with natural bush being cleared
~y-colonial settlers for the planting of cane which became tlie crop on which the colony's later prosperity
depended. Some of them had arrived from India under
the recruitment of contract labour instituted by the
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British Government in agreement with the Government
of India. These were the indentured labourers. They
were housed, fed and paid ten shillings a month to till
the earth, tend, and raise the crops, and provide some of
the domestic service which the barbarous Zulu was then
not able to perform.
The Indian labourer was for the most part hard working and thrifty. After three or six years of contract
labour, during which his pay rose to 15 shillings a month
and his family increased yearly, he was sometimes in
a position to take advantage of the freedom he had
earned and to accept the gift of a piece of crown land in
exchange for the free passage back to India which his
contract guaranteed.
In these small beginnings lay the foundation of what
prosperity Indians enjoy in these parts to-day. Reports
of their life in Natal spread to the families they had left
behind in India. Others came and not under contract
to join their relatives. Traders emigrated from Mauritius
and India as passenger-Indians. Along the coast there
arose the Hindu temple, and in Durban the dome of the
mosque, beneath which the Muslim trader combined
shrewd business with the service of Allah. Quickly in
the eyes of British colonials all the children of India,
labourers and shopkeepers, Hindus and Moslems, became
'coolies' to be despised or used as occasion demanded.
The vegetable 'sammy' rose from hawker to market
gardener; the petty shopkeeper to wholesale merchant;
the labourer to sugar planter. The young man brought
his aged parents and returned to his ancestral village
to choose a wife. Among them was the father of Abdulla
Ismail Kajee.
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He was a restless individual from Kathor, India, a
petty trader encouraged by the reports of opportunities
in Natal.
He settled at Isipingo, in a little corrugated iron structure which he turned into a store catering for Indians
and natives in a conglomeration of Kaffir truck, which
has ·provided the means of so many European fortunes
in South Africa, and the disordered array of Indian
commodities which give character and odour to the
Indian store of to-day.
Inside, the store was dark. Heavy striped blankets, the
personal necessity of the Zulus, hung over wires stretched from wall to wall, next to colourful silks and cottons,
the material for Indian sarries and dhounies. Bags of
dholl, beans and marsala powder, spices of the East, held
up in confused array by bags of green and crushed
mealies, m'dombies and samp. Bunches of Natal tobacco
hung from the ceUing; green mealie cobs heaped on the
floor with heavy stalks of bananas. The counters were
heavy with cheap Indian jewellery, the bangles and ear
rings without which no Hindu maiden is properly dressed. These lay side by side with the rich red beans of the
'Kaffirboom' and beads, products of Japanese factories,
beloved of the Zulu maiden. Over all hung a mixture of
odours and exudations of perspiring Natives, so reminiscent of phosphorus, and the sickly pungency of
smouldering aggerbetti.
Behind the shop, the women of the Kajee family
prepared their meals of curry and rice, chatted in
Gujerathi, with an ear always to the call which demanded
their presence at the counter. Once the women folk
were able to look after the place, the father went off
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into the interio r and was away for long interv als establishing simila r small stores in variou s parts of the
countr y and giving them up with care-fr ee abando n.
The boy of five, Abdul la Ismail Kajee, was one of
three childre n the inheri tor of some of his mothe r's
frailty , small for his age and no differe nt from any other
child, except to his sister, Kathij a, then aged about 15
who loved him with a devoti on which, even at sevent y,
shone from her face at the mentio n of his name.
It fell to this girl to take charge of the family and the
shop during her father 's absence. She becam e the buyer
and the seller, dividin g her time betwee n the kitche n
and the counte r. All Indian girls of that day were
wome n long before they were out of their teens. Often
they were mothe rs at 15.
Kathij a took her duties seriously. As she had never
enjoye d leisure, she was not aware of its existence. It
was not, then, a questi on of submis sion to a harsh fate
or surren der to a prospe ct of a lifetim e of hard work
that concer ned this serious -minde d girl. The differe nce
betwee n the East and the West in the educat ion and
rearing of childre n of that genera tion was very real.
The Indian girl was brough t up on the princip le that the
earlier she took on the respon sibiliti es of marria ge and
life, the more certain was her salvati on. Her schooling
was of the poores t. Her only learnin g was that of the
kitche n and of the family, of work and religion. An
event which would leave a Europ ean girl of fifteen completely helples s and unprep ared was accept ed by Kathij a
not only as the will of Allah, a duty to be perfor med, but
as part of a life to be lived. To take the place of her
mothe r in the care of her mothe r's childre n was as
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natura l to her as to be a mothe r herself and to undert ake
the care of her own childre n. There was no rearra ngement of the house to be made at the expens e of her
educat ion or career . The gap which bereav ement
brough t, time filled with its abidin g solace for the human
spirit.
Kathija called him 'Abdu llara' and gather ed him to
her bosom. She was pale for an Indian girl, on the
smalli sh side. She had the olive compl exion and soft
skin of girlhood, high cheek bones and violet black eyes,
a ready smile and a quick sympa thy. The child Abdul la
clung to her skirts on every occasion he felt the need of
comfo rt, played in the shop with beans, within her sight
and hearin g, and came to love her as she loved him. No
woma n ever took her place in his life; no child- not even
her own-c ould ever displac e him in her affections. He
was her own Abdul la, grubby , naugh ty, and self-willed.
They were knit togeth er with bonds of warm affection.
All throug h his life, at mome nts of stress or crisis he
turned to her, and when he could not return , being too
farawa y on his travels , in New York or in India or in
Englan d, every burden of mind or body drew him back
to the demur e girl of his childhood, to find in her
woma nly consta ncy a haven for his spirit.
As he grew up to leave the places he knew, to travel
hither and thithe r at the biddin g of a consum ing ambition and drivin g will, Kathij a grew old, never leavin g
the little shop, never ceasin g to work, always there
waitin g, the only change in her, the deepen ing lines in
her face, expres sive of the nobilit y which waitin g brings .
His fortun e lay in becom ing a man of the world, in
expand ing his contac ts and politics beyond the limits of
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his origin; hers in staying where she was. Yet everywhere he went he took her with him, and she kept him
beside her.
Often she was a hard task-master. Work which was
her second nature demanded of the small boy, given to
play and mischief, a discipline which, though not appreciated then, became his chief mainstay. Ambition is almost a universal quality among Indians. The Indian
youth, faced with a score of obstacles unknown to
European children, soon realises that independence is an
end to be achieved as rapidly as possible. This is particularly true of Indians in a foreign land where the disabilities of the Indian in an alien political environment
intensify his natural ambitions and provide the impetus
to seek financial independence at the earliest possible
age. Indeed much of the quarrel of the Europeans with
Indians is the result of the success which accompanies
this fierce pursuit by Indians of material success. It is
responsible for the economic competition, in trade and
commerce, and for the determination with which Indians
sacrifice for the education of their children.
Young as she was, Kathija knew a little of this matter.
Though she was unaware of the politics of South Africa
and of the teeming problems which beset the country,
she knew the fundamental facts of success. In this she
was in total contrast to her father. No sooner did he set
up a store in one place in Natal or in the Transvaal that
he tired of it, closed it up and went elsewhere to repeat
the process. He was the perfect example of a rolling
stone that gathers no moss. His daughter, Kathija, for
her part, might have been a student of the American
metaphysician, Samuel Smiles, so ardent an exemplar
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was she of the business principles which he advocated.
For Kathija there was virtue as well as success in hard
work. Her soft hands, which were so obviously made to
be held, ladled the mealies, smoothed the cloth, weighed
the spices, and held the money. The same hand that
stroked her brother's head.and held him to her, cuffed
him sharply in reprimand when need arose. The voice
that soothed him so softly as a baby rasped into admonishment as he grew up. She dealt with him faithfully.
He must work; he must go to school; he must attend the
Madressa. As soon as he was able to carry he carried,
moving things from one part of the shop to another,
running errands about the place, watching Kathija
counting the money and fingering it himself.
Many a small Indian boy learns the rudiments of
business leaning over the counter of his father's shop.
Kaihija was his "father". As he grew he became stronger
and was able, though unwilling, to pull the hand-cart
loaded with goods from the station at Isipingo to the
shop a quarter of a mile along the road.
At the Madressa the Moslem boy is introduced to his
religious education. He repeats passages from the Koran
in Arabic. It is a painful exercise for a child who is not
disciplined to such intellectual ascetism. Abdulla accepted this routine after some rebellion. He had already
learned to play football, and was never happier than
when, with a few unshod Indian boys and bare-footed
Native children, he kicked a football about the road, or,
if he were fortunate enough to escape for a whole afternoon, on one of the flat patches near Isipingo beach.
The Madressa provides no English education. When
he was seven or eight he was entered at the Higher7

Grade Indian School in Durban. The site 1s occupied
now by the Dartnell Crescent Indian Girls' School, but
parts of it have not changed very much in the intervening years. He was an intelligent boy at school and
a quick learner, though not more so than many of his
class. He travelled to Durban every day to attend school
and fell to the usual pranks and fights either with his
fellows or with European boys, with whom quarrels
could easily be picked.
There is seldom anything remarkable about the school
life of a boy who is adjusted to his environment. Abdulla
was no introvert. His early boyhood was spent before
the new psychology in education had discovered child
and parent problems, or set both parents and child
thinking on lines which create the problems psychology
is there to treat. Nobody died of appendicitis before
King Edward VII was cured of it!
At the Higher-Grade School Kathija's Abdulla attended, the corrective of all wickedness was a light cane
wielded with skill by
"A man in blotting paper wise,
Acute, severe, in tongue and eyes".
Abdulla was never happy in the presence of schoolmasters. He seldom visited his old school when he became a man, but when he did he trod its floors with
trepidation, the memory of his beatings returning with
the sight of the building. As a result he treated schoolmasters with distant respect, having little regard for
them as men of the world but much respect for their
profession. He always had a profound respect for
learning.
The subjects taught at the school were limited. In
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those days there was great reverence for the three R's,
and in them Abdulla showed a very adequate competence. He wrote the large free bold writing of the day,
the script writing of the new education had not arrived
to ruin the handwriting of the modern school child.
Forty years ago every Indian child wrote a beautiful
hand; to-day few children write well. Never again will
the books of Indian merchants reflect such care on the
part of the teachers or such muscular obedience and
control on the part of the youthful Abdulla Ismail
Kajees.
It was at arithmetic that Kathija's Abdulla showed
promise. Some of his friends who were connected with
him in business or politics in his later life will see some
significance in the ease with which Abdulla worked out
examples of simple and compound interest, and how invariably he solved any problem in which pounds, shillings and pence played a part. One page of his exercise
book does not bring out as strongly as it might do the
boy's bias towards the arithmetic of commerce. The
same exercise book contains his attempts at sums on the
metric system. Here he was by no means so successful.
It may be that his teacher was also not very interested,
for, whereas all those sums having pounds, shillings and
pence as their basis are carefully marked right, the sums
which tell of kilometers, decameters and centimeters are
not marked at all, as if neither man nor boy was interested in their fate.
The boy left school early. Indian education was confined to standards one to four, and to obtain schooling
after attaining Standard IV the Indian boy had to find it
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in private study. Only recently has Indian education
been put on a free basis and been extended in progressive
form to the secondary schools, of which there are too few.
Though this condition is far from the ideals of western
democratic society it possesses certain advantages.
The progressive improvement in educational facilities
for the masses throughout western society has proceeded with the democratisation of society. If this has
done something for the enlargement of men's minds it
has effectively destroyed initiative and enterprise, selfreliance and independence. That which is bought at a
price is highly valued; that which is accepted as a right
is often despised. The withholding of freedom and equality in South Africa has produced in Indian youth qualities of sacrifice and hard work nothing can deny.
On leaving school, young Kajee attached himself as
a general help in the business of a relative, where for
a few shillings a month he made himself useful and began his business experience. There are many such to-day
who, at the beck and call of their employers in offices,
workshops, and factories, absorb the routine of commerce almost without knowing it. I remember calling at
one Indian wholesale house during a quiet period and
saw there behind the counter a bearded bespectacled
Moslem who, at sight, was at least 60 years old, but who,
in reality, was no more than forty, with a small boy at
each side of him, clambering over the counter and peering at a large ledger. The father was explaining to his
sons how their pocket-money account was kept and how
their credit stood. Small boys similarly placed, spend
hours in the warehouse, amusing themselves and un-
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consciously absorbing bits of information, getting the
feel of trade by touch, learning by the mere chance of
being there. With no sports fields they automatically
find their way to the places where there is always some
activity.
Raised in the atmosphere of the store, young Kajee
was soon master of retail business. He went into the
country for a time to work and live with a relative
at Bulwer for £ 18 a year. He became a bookkeeper at
Amod Bayats store at Pietermaritzburg and at Durban,
and for a few years after this there was neither distinction nor spectacle in his person or abilities. He did all
the things that any young Moslem Indian does, from
playing football and managing a football team in India,
where he had a rollicking time on little money, to frequenting the 'hot spots' which, in reality, were pretty
dull places. Amusement and entertainment for Indian
youth in those days was not exciting, and did not go far
beyond the sedate respectability of a Sunday-school
treat. There were no clubs.
They are numerous in Durban today, their aims and
objects are legion, many of them being sporting and
recreational, others of them being cultural. One or two
of them-such as the Orient Club, of which Kajee was
president at the time of his death-were established not
merely to provide facilities for business men but for the
purpose of inviting prominent Europeans for functions.
There was a belief among the members of the Orient
Club that by bringing Europeans to it an exchange of
views and social intercourse would do much to better
race relations. The Orient Club-essentially Muslim in
membership-is the richest of them. At its establish11

ment it had the blessings of Sastri, the first AgentGeneral. It is situated on the landside of the first undulation from the sea at Isipingo and is a delightful setting
for its purpose. One of the rules is that no European
woman be invited or be allowed to enter the club without an escort. For some years its members entertained
Europeans lavishly, quite apart from official functions
in honour of distinguished visitors. Now the entertainment has been dropped, Indians being finally persuaded
that the acceptance of hospitality does not carry with it
an obligation to think well of Indians. Indeed, at a
hazard, I fancy that the majority of Europeans who
have enjoyed a Sunday at the Orient Club as guests
of the President and members have left wondering what
Indians have to complain about in South Africa, so
pleasant are the surroundings and so obvious the signs of
hospitality.
Before Kajee settled down completely to business and
politics he spend a short time at Aligarh College in India.
Here he got himself into trouble as an agitator. The
story is that at debating societies he spoke extravagantly
in support of Indian's independence, and got himself
expelled as a consequence. Report has it that he afterwards went to sea as a tally-clerk in a cargo boat plying
between Indian ports and Malaya. It is a pity there are
no records of his experiences. His relatives in Natal
were not at all pleased with him.
Eventually he returned to Durban, probably a much
sadder and wiser young man. The experience, no doubt,
reflected his father's wandering instincts. It was a good
thing to get such wanderlust worked out of him early
in life.
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It was time to get down to business and a future. He
took a room at 175 Grey Street as the first step towards
it and started business as a broker and agent.
'This is the usual course adopted by Indians who as
clerks in the offices of others are ambitious enough to
strike out as individuals. They all become agents and
brokers. It requires little or no capital; it can be operated even without an office; the use of somebody's telephone and business address is sufficient office furniture.
A youngster of twenty will start thus. He scours the
newspapers and the manufacturer's list looking for an
agency. He wants a quick seller, something like tea or
cooking oil, sugar or soap, the necessities of the larder.
He does not want pots and pans that never break and
that stand gathering dust in the retailer's back premises.
If he can get cooking oil he i,s made. He comes roun~
with a sample, leaves his business card-he loves his
business card-and hangs like a leech to the job. He sees
no more of the product than the sample. He pays no
money to the manufacturer. He passes .orders. T~e
manufacturer does the rest. There is no risk except m
a bad payer, and even then the young salesman c~n, ':it~
the discretion with which he is endowed, avoid difficulty. The two qualities he requires are almost natural
to his race, a flair for selling and that virtue of t~e
economist, abstinence. Of these the more important is
abstinence; a willingness, a determination to give up
pleasure, to work late and early, and to eat ~nly ~hen
hungry, to live, in fact, on "the smell of an 011 rag .
There are hundreds of young Kajees, in and out of
retail shops in Durban and throughout the settlements
and villages in Natal. To watch any of them is to watch
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Kajee himself at work, for scores of them started at the
telephone switchboard in his office and having spent a
few years under his "accursed" disciplined direction find
themselves quite capable of earning their own five
pounds a month, their seven pounds ten and their ten
pounds. Before the young European in business has
reached the stage of paying for a girl at the cinema, the
young Indian has put down the instalments for a traveller's car.
It took only a few months for Kajee to get established.
He engaged two clerks, mere boys, one of whom Mr.
Harry Naidoo was one of the first Indians in Natal to be
expert at a typewriter, and the other of whom, Maganlal,
was equally expert at accounts. Among their other qualities was a willingness to sleep on the floor at night, to
accept goods in lieu of money as wages, and, when both
were scarce, to accept less than their wages on a promise
that they would be richly blessed when money and goods
were plentiful. Mr. Maganlal was about twelve or thirteen years old. He was employed as a messenger boy at
first and was responsible for packing the samples of
sugar in seed packets, which Kajee, looking older than
his years as a result of wearing a moustache slightly
larger but of the same texture as that usually attributed
to Mr. Charles Chaplin, carried round with him in a bag
of the sort used by old family doctors and itinerant
barbers.
The first agency Kajee obtained was the result of some
semi-political interests and association with Mr. Karl
Gundelfinger of the wholesale firm of that name. Mr.
Gundelfinger was a prominent member of the Chamber
of Commerce. With that propensity for associations and
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societies which is one of the characteristic features of
Indian life in South Africa, a few Indian merchants had
formed the Indian Merchants' Association. Its chief
function seems to have been in safeguarding the interests
of creditors in cases of insolvency. Kajee got himself
appointed the association's secretary, and in that position
soon became known to a few European business men
who, if they had no particular liking for his race, were
inclined to take to Kajee's personable ways.
Kajee's first agency, then, was sugar. He has sold a lot
of sugar since the days he canvassed with samples in
seed packets. To sugar he added rice, representing
C. A. Bassa Ltd. and others, and to rice, the flour and
wheaten products of Daniel Mills Ltd. This was sufficient to go on with, and it was much later that he obtained the agency for Nestle, to be followed by Five
Roses Tea, Quality Products Soap, and Natal Oil Products. All these are quick sellers, and the early struggle
gradually gave place to substantial financial relief.
He lived at Avoca. He had married, in the custom of
Muslims, a very young lady from India. In those days
the majority of young Muslims went to India for their
brides. His wife Amina was about thirteen or fourteen
years old, without any English education, and without
knowledge of South Africa. These child marriages are
now rapidly disappearing, but the marriage age is still
below that of the West and accounts for the youthful
character of the Indian population of South Africa and
has much to do with the "problem".
Kajee had three sons and three daughters. His eldest
son Ismail, now a director of the firm has three children.
His sons Abdulhaq and Sadekh are, at the moment, un15

married. His third daughter will be married before
this book is read, but she is twenty and not much older
than his eldest granddaughter. Uncles and nephews,
aunts and nieces look like brothers and sisters in Indian
families, and there is no easy way of sorting out relationships of cousins and uncles first-removed, so intermingled
are they.
It was in these days of struggle that Kajee became
friendly with Sorabjee Rustomjee. 'Sorab' was a Parsee,
the son of an Indian benefactor of these parts, monuments to whose charity stand in various parts of Indian
Durban. Abdulla and Sorab were 'buddies'. A hand
more cunning than mine might have written Kajee's life
around his relations with Sorab. Allies and conspirators
in their twenties, the two became political rivals in their
thirties, and personal enemies in their forties. The fight
was rising to the final rounds when Kajee died, and who
knows how it would have gone with them had he lived.
In the nineteen-twenties there is no sign of rivalry.
Kajee was making his way in the world. It is only when
he has made it that he must stand guard over it against
all men, friends and enemies. I am told, and my unfortunate lack of experience in this respect is willing to
give credence to it, that the making of a fortune is easy.
"It's easy to make" Kajee used to say, "but to keep it is
a task requiring superhuman qualities." In politics the
truth of this matter is common knowledge. No man has
political enemies until he has a political reputation.
Kajee and Sorab, then, were fast friends.
It is said that Kajee was first interested in politics as
a result of the example of Mr. Gandhi, and it is true that
Kajee must have known something of the Indian lawyer's

16

exchanges with the authorities. One report has it that as
a boy in his 'teens Kajee spent a short time at Phoenix,
where Mr. Gandhi had established a settlement and
where an ascetic life could be lived in tilling the soil and
in meditation. If the report be true it is certain that he
did not. stay long. The simple life did not appeal to .
Kaj~e._ Solitude and the rigours of work in the fields had
no appeal to so restless a spirit. Rather is it likely that
he was fired by Mr. Gandhi's revolt against the Govern•
ment and his leadership of the Passive Resisters across
the Natal border. This was enough to fire an¥ young
man in his teens, even as it does to•day in the young
Indians of the present passive resistance movement. Few
young pe<;i:Rle esca_pe a _phase in their lives when a crown
of thorns is the highest glory. It is the old who prefer
a night-cap.
Mr. Gandhi was a household name, and not far short
of being a household God, among South.African Indians
when Kajee was in his early teens. In 1914 Mr. Gandhi
had reached agreement with General Smuts, and not
long afterwards left the country for India. In passing,
it is worth remarking that Indians were not united
behind Mr. Gandhi any more than they are united by
Dr. Dadoo today, or anymore than they were united
behind Kajee in the heyday of his leadership.

CHAPTER 2

IN the early nineteen twenties the Indian problem had
not assumed the proportions that we know to-day. Nevertheless the Indian community, particularly in Natal, was
undergoing a difficult time. During the 1914-1918 war
anti-Indian agitation had died down. But immediately
after it there was an outcry against the expansion of
Indians, and to meet this outcry the Prime Minister,
General Smuts, appointed the Lange Commission of
Enquiry to investigate the complaints made against
Indians in trade and residence. Although this Commission found that most European complaints were unfounded, the general agitation persisted and became
sufficiently clamorous to persuade the Smuts Government to introduce a bill whereby Indians would be
segregated in special areas.
The subject of Indians was raised as an important
issue by the political parties, and there is no doubt that
it had much to do with the result of the general election
in 1924 when the Nationalist party under the leadership
of General Hertzog, defeated the South-African party.
The Nationalist party formed a Pact government with
the Labour Party. One of its pledges during the election
campaign was the solution of the Indian problem.
The Minister of the Interior in this Government was
Dr. D. F. Malan, and it was he who introduced the
famous Class Areas Bill, a bill not unlike that proposed
a year or two before by General Smuts.
At the same time certain anti-Indian moves were being
18

L
~

·

!":""

re-~1:ti

-.=

made within the Natal Provincial Council, where it was
proposed to abolish the municipal franchise for Indians.
General Smuts when Prime Minister had refused assent
to this ordinance. When General Hertzog became Prime
Minister however, he recommended that the Governor
General-in-Council give assent to it.
It was in this atmosphere that Kajee began his political
career. There were some great names among the older
generation of Indians at the time. These had served
under Mr. Gandhi. They included Ta:Yob Hajee Khan
Mahomed, Hajee Habib, Aboobaker Amod, Dawood
Mahomed, Osman Ahmed Effendi, Abdoola Hajee Adam,
Moosa Hajee Cassim, V. S. C. Father, E. M. Paruk,
V. Lawrence, Omar Hajee Amod Jhaveri, Amod Bayat.
These men were mostly merchants; highly respected
and esteemed in European commercial circles. In those
days they could walk in West Street, where some of
them had their businesses, and chat with European business men on terms of friendship and mutual confidence.
They represented in the Indian community those old
English families to whom Durban could look for honesty
and probity in all their ways.
The period was one of those troughs in Indian affairs
which mark their history in this country. For redress of
their grievances they had no appeal except to the Government of India, and through it to the good offices of the
British Government. The Government of India entered
an immediate protest against what it looked upon as an
unwarrantable attack upon the rights and pr1vileges of
Indian subjects of the British Crown. Both in India and
in Britain public opinion was aroused and representations
made to the South African Government to hold the
19

progress of the Class Areas Bill pending discussions
between the Government of India and the Union Government. As a result of these representations a deputation
was sent from India which prepared for a round table
conference between the two governments. The leader of
the Indian delegation was Sir Mahomed Habibullah.
The outlines of the story of the round-table conference,
and the Capetown Agreement which emerged from it
are (or should be) well known.
The interest which these years had for Kajee was
vital. This was his first introduction to something
bigger than purely local politics. In local politics, during
the time Indians had the municipal vote, he had taken
an active part in election campaigns of one or two
Europeans standing for the Labour Party for election to
the Durban Town Council, and had enjoyed himself in
the way that young people do enjoy themselves in political campaigning. This experience is always useful, and
it was of special use to Kajee in bringing him into contact with many Europeans from whom he learnt something of European attitudes to political ·and party affairs.
It must be remembered that at this time in one or two
wards the Indian vote was almost decisive, and could be
relied upon to ensure the return of any candidate who
managed to gain its favour. Kajee was partly instrumental in helping to put a young European friend of his,
Sidney Smith on the Durban Council, a young man who
eventually became Mayor of Durban and a member of
the Union Senate. This may not appeal to all Europeans
as something to Kajee's credit, but the fact remains that
to this extent he had an influence with some of his
fellows, upon European affairs.
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The prospect of participation in national politics with
the appearance of a delegation of important people from
India was of a different order. He was now a political
secretar~,.responsible with a committee for the reception
and the itinerary of the incoming delegates. It was a job
after his own heart, and for twelve months he was seldom
free to pursue any other purpose than the particular
cause which occasioned the round-table conference.
Dail~ meetings took place, and almost daily travelling,
showmg one or other of the Indian visitors the conditions
under which Indians lived. All this was back-room and
committee work which brought him into contact with
many improved minds and prominent men. It was an
education in itself, and Kajee rejoiced in it, working
early and late in the mastery of his subject.
This contact with the Indian delegation widened his
outlook and enlarged his mind, and did much for his
character. He became at home on a public platform, and
was never happier than when acting with men who had
much to teach in politics and in the art of diplomacy.
It was during these years he met and came to know
Sir Evelyn Baring, whose friendship was delightful to
him.
t:
At this time too he made some of his first contributions
;-,, to affairs in the written word, and :from 1925 onwards
i""'
it is possible to see the rapid progress he made in his
p.;, mastery o:f the English language and in the presentation
of a case.
_.
There is no need to recapitulate the significance or
~: the terms of the Cape Town Agreement. What is more
~, important here is to appreciate that for Kajee the Cape
Town Agreement became the foundation for all his future
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do they not accept the disabilit ies that general laws
bring to them?" Kajee asked.
A few objector s were opposed to the facilities for
higher educatio n at Fort Hare, the College for nonEuropea ns which is associate d with the Univers ity of
South Africa. They objected to being educate d in the
same lecture rooms and to sharing the same college life
as Natives. ''If it is the proper thing," said Kajee, "to
claim to sit alongsid e a Europea n for your studies, why
not alongsid e a native of the country ? If the Europea n
does wrong by re1 using this right, has the Indian also
the right to look down upon a native because he is a
native? What is more regretta ble about these objectio ns
to Fort Hare is that they savour of base ingratitu de in
return for what that instituti on has done for many Indian
youths."
The appointm ent of the Colonisa tion Commit tee split
the Indian commun ity asunder . It was the biggest thing
that had happene d since Mr. Gandhi has left the country,
and the noise of its reverber ations went through the
Indian wor Id and beyond, giving editors of Europea n
newspap ers a subject for leading articles, and providin g
local Indians with opportu nities for holding mass meetings, a habit tradition al to them.
"It is characte ristic of the Indians, " wrote the Natal
Advertis er. "A reaction perhaps from centurie s of subjection to despotic rulers, that, now he has the right to
lift up his voice on matters affecting his well being, he
becomes the easy prey of the first mischiev ous demagog ue
that makes a bid for his support. We do not say this in
mockery of his credulou s air when the gusty rhetoric of
the agitator shakes him at his very base. We say it
24
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rather from a deep sense of compass ion that his ignoranc e
makes him so often the victim of the glib-ton gued
harangu es of men who see in him merely gun fodder for
their political ambition s and advance ment."
The leader of the Indian Settlers and Colonial -Born
Associat ion was Advocat e Albert Christop her. He was
supporte d by Mr. P.R. Father and by Advocat e Bernard
Gabriel. They resigned from the Natal Indian Congres s
and stumped the province arousing the people to resist
on the cry "why should we take part in an inquiry whose
purpose is to consider what we do not want?" Mr.
Sorabjee Rustomj ee at this time agreed with Kajee that
Congres s was doing the right thing by co-opera ting with
the Commit tee and by acceptin g Mr. S. R. Naidoo as its
represen tative on that Commit tee.
The Agent-G eneral, Kunwar Maharaj Singh, and his
wife, the Kunwar ani, came to Natal to interven e in this
Indian civil war in the hope of persuad ing the factions
to resolve their differenc es. The Indian masses would
have none of it. At a mass-me eting held in Durban Town
Hall, an audience of 4,000 men silenced spokesm an of the
Natal Indian Congres s. Mr. Sorabje e Rustomj ee, who is
possessed of a very bull of a voice, could not be heard in
the general commotion.
Into this uproar came the Agent-G eneral and his wife.
In the words of the Natal Mercury , "the only time in
the evening silence fell on the massed gatherin g as
the slight figure in the green and gold sarrie told them
in a voice full of emotion of the harm their behavio ur
would do and the hurt it brought to her."
"My heart is too full to speak to you. I am too ashamed to speak to you. You make me ashamed of my
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countrymen. You do not deserve the help of your mother
country. I am overwhelmed with shame. I think of
Mahatma Gandhi and the way you have behaved and
I think the only thing I can do is go on a fast and atone
for you."
"I want to call you children. My heart breaks and
aches for you, but, like children you behave like this."
The Agent-General also spoke and asked his audience
if it really knew what it was fighting for. "You talk of
non-co-operation," he said, "but two can play at that
game." "You can refuse to co-operate with the Government and it can refuse to co-operate with you."
A week later a similar meeting was held in the Maritzburg City Hall. Here rowdyism soon reached new limits.
As prayers were being said loud ejaculations were heard,
and as the first speaker rose to address the audience in
Hindustani he was told to speak in English-"We don't
understand Hindustani-we are South Africans. We are
Colonial-born." Within a few minutes a free fight started and attracted by the noise Europeans from the streets
crowded the City Hall entrance. A police patrol arrived
to subdue the uproar and to deal with a few local Indians
armed with knives and knuckle dusters, bicycle chains
and iron-rods. Broken skulls were the only result of the
affair.
At this meeting Kajee lost his overcoat.
The Colonisation Committee went on with its work and
after some months wrote a report which is interesting as
a study of the economic geography of places like New
Guinea, British Guiana, the Malay Archipelago, British
North Borneo. It recommended that these territories
might be looked upon as suitable places for the success-
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ful operation of a colonisation scheme. The report contained notes on the Solomon Islands-Bougainville and
Buka-places which could scarcely appeal to local Indians
as an outlet for their energies.
The Colonisation Committee seems to have been aware
of the unreal nature of its work and of the unlikelihood
that anything useful to South Africa or to India would
emerge from its activities. "Nowhere in any corner of
the world,'' it wrote, "is there a garden of Eden awaiting
in pristine and innocuous simplicity the disturbing and
conquering advent of civilised man."
It is unfortunate that so pitiful an approach to the
problem in South Africa should have caused so great a
disturbance in the community. Except for a few questions in .Parliament and a few echoes in the European
Press nothing further was heard of the Committee's
report. It passed into oblivion, but it left in the Indian
Community the scar that was yet slow to heal.
For ten years the Colonial born and Indian Settlers'
Association robbed the community of any hopes of unity,
despite the most anxious efforts of the Agent-General
and of Congress leaders. The Agent-General held many
informal meetings in the hope of bridging the gulf
between the two organisations. Reports of these meetings indicate the extent of the rift and some of the ideas
which occurred to Kajee and other members of Congress
to attract the rebels back to the fold. At some of these
meetings the Reverend C. F. Andrews was present, who
will be recalled by many as a staunch upholder of the
Indian cause.
Mr. Andrews, to whom at all times Indians looked as
a mediator between themselves, felt that reconciliation
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was going to be difficult, thoug h he did not think that
active rivalr y woul d conti nue if "the fire was not fanned" in the South Afric an India n Press . The Agen t suggeste d to Kajee and Mr. Sorab jee Rusto mjee that they
shoul d refra in from any furth er critic ism of !hei~ r~vals
for at least a fortni ght. Mr. Sorab jee RustomJee insist
ed
that they could not allow their case to go by defau lt, a~d
if the news paper "Indi an Opinion" attack ed them agam
they would hit back. Press ed by the Agen t-Gen eral
to ask whet her he had any pract ical suggestions Mr.
Andr ews thoug ht there were two ways by which Mr.
Chris tophe r migh t be broug ht round . One was by
the
appoi ntme nt of a Commission to inqui re into the econo
mic and social welfa re of India ns, the other was by
the
appoi ntme nt by the India n comm unity itself of a committe e to make such an enqui ry.
Mr. Rusto mjee point ed out that the Gove rnme nt
would not be likely to appoi nt a Commission. Mr.
Andr ews thoug ht that Kajee and Congress leade rs w_ere
not very gener ous in any appro aches to the ?ther side,
and the confl ict conti nued interm ittent ly with, as
the
Natal Adve rtiser put it, "The spect acle of the India
n
comm unity cleft into two partie s once more ; the one
distru stful of the other , their mutu al divisions encou raging the looke r-on to explo it this conge nital genius
for
intern al strife ".
The Colon ial-bo rn and India n Settle rs' Association was
a thorn in Kajee 's flesh, and he found himse lf in daily
battle with them . There is some evide nce that he wage
d
it throu gh other s, thoug h he was alwa~ s r~ady f_or
a
fight. The fact is that in the midd le thirti es his busin
ess
took up a large amou nt of his time and that the full days
28

•--

.,
~;

'

of Congress work in addit ion made it almo st impossible
for him to appea r publicly. He was a type more easily
to
be attack ed on that account, for India ns in the mass
ten
or fiftee n years ago were influe nced by the last speak
er
what ever he migh t say, and the politi cal leade r who
could reach India ns in the mass was invar iably the hero
of the mom ent. It is a weak ness which is not absen
t
from more advan ced societies.
A weary ing repet ition of mass meeti ngs held unde
r
the aegis of the Colon ial-bo rn and India n Settle rs' Associatio n mark ed this perio d, all callin g for a new deal
by
the Natal India n Congress and all of them just failin g
to
oust Congress leade rs from their position. The peopl
e
were the pawn s in this strug gle for power, and Kajee
no less than other s was conte nt to treat them in the same
mann er that all men veste d with autho rity are apt
to
use. He had taken on in the mind of the popul ace a few
of the chara cteris tics of the dictat or, and his rivals were
quick to label him as such. "A man witho ut enem
ies is
a man witho ut friend s" could certa inly be appli ed
to
him, and he was quick ly becoming one of the best hated
and one of the most loved men in the count ry.
The break ing up of meeti ngs becam e a habit with
these rival factions. There were alway s plent y of volun
teers to unde rtake the task of ruinin g the meeti ngs held
by the two bodies. It was a pract ice in which Kajee
acquiesced, and no doub t encou raged when it suited
his
purpo se. On one occasion at a mass meeti ng held at
the
Roya l Pictu re Palac e, Victo ria Stree t, when the Colon
ialborn and India n Settle rs' Association met to prote
st
again st Congress polic y a few of Kajee 's friend s distri
buted circu lars in the Hall itself, and then delib erate
ly
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set out to hold up the speakers and arouse the audience
to opposition. This particular meeting ended with the
intervention of the police, after the hall had been reduced
to a shambles and the uproar had disturbed the whole
neighbourhood. One of Kajee's followers standing on a
car in the street read his resolution of confidence in
Congress which was passed with the usual unanimity
and acclamation, and then went home to write his report
on the back of the circulars, where it is recorded that he
had as his assistants a few footballers from Mayville and
Overport.
These occasions illustrate the robust times in which
the domestic politics of Indians took place. Since then
democratic politics in South Africa have lost some of the
features which made the political hustings worth while.
Many who took part in breaking meetings did so for the
fun of the thing, and there was a boisterousness about
Indian mass meetings which enlivened the days and gave
political life a zest which it no longer possesses. If t~e
absence of unity in the Indian community was a disadvantage in its relations with European authorities,
disunity provided entertainment and diversion in a
society which enjoyed few opportunities. Kajee, and, we
may believe, his rivals rejoiced in exchanging hard blows
in this political tournament.
There was much more than sport in Indian politics.
Indians might quarrel among themselves, they had a
course to follow with every year that passed. It may be
in fact that the very disunity which tore them apart had
a merit which some of the seekers of unity never appreciated. A one-party system is always dangerous. The
party in power and in full control, however beneficent
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its intentions, cannot avoid or resist the temptation to
despise the masses, to destroy freedom and to identify
the good of the community with its own interests. And
there is no doubt that the men who ran Congress at this
time, including Kajee were the sort of men who, had
there been no opposition and no alternative party around
which the rebellious could unite, might have forgotten or
neglected the principles and the tasks to which the"
were called and to which they had committed then:selves. Kajee was the type of which dictators are made,
and there was a side to him which was ruthless, and
relentless. He and Congress were kept on their toes by
the presence of an opposition, the result of personal and
political division. The very personal rivalry with which
he and others were animated was a stimulus to endeavour. It sharpened his wits, tempered his mind, and
fired_ his imagination. There is no doubt about it, Kajee
was impelled by an ambition to conquer. His ambition
gave an edge to the manner in which he defended the
Indian cause against European attacks.
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CHAPTER 3

IN 1936 Sir Raza Ali, the Agent-General for India in the
Union, made public his intention of marrying a Miss
Sammy of Kimberley. Sir Raza Ali was a Moslem and
Miss Sammy a Hindu.
For months, enraged Hindus and Moslems protested
against this seeming affront to their convictions. ~ach
community was offended at the prospect of one of its
prominent members marrying into the other. Cables
were sent by all and sundry, by insignificant clubs and
fanatical religionists to members of the Government of
India asking them to intervene, to prevent, or to postpone
the marriage until its implications had been brought to
the notice of Sir Raza Ali and an opportunity provided
for a consideration of the feelings of the Indian public.
Some silly person telephoned the Prime Minister, General Hertzog, as if the Indian problem in its political and
economic and racial implications was not enough to
occupy him, without calling him into matrimonial complexities. Sir Raza Ali, it should be said, had obtained
the approval and the blessing of the Government of
India.
Hindu leaders were more incensed than Moslems, and
it was they who led the agitation against Sir Raza Ali
which spread to India. Some newspapers in India
demanded his resignation. Local Hindus holding prominant positions in the Natal Indian Congress-Mr. V. S. C.
Pather was President, Mr. S. R. Naidoo and Mr. B. M.
Patel, honorary joint-secretaries, Mr. J. W. Godfrey,
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vice-president of the South African Indian Congress,
they with Mr. V. Lawrence, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee,
executive members resigned en bloc as a protest. An
attempt was made to persuade the Agent-General to
postpone his marriage. Conversations Hindu leaders had
with Sir Raza Ali came to nothing. Angered by the indiscriminate and unwarrantable attacks made upon him
in South Africa and in India, Sir Raza Ali refused to
meet Indian leaders.
Correspondence suggests that he had discussed the
possibility of his resigning with Kajee and a few others.
In a letter written to Kajee in February 1936 he says,
"The newspapers received from India by this week's
mail show that Swami Bhawani Dayal has thrown himself heart and soul into the agitation against me in India.
In fact he went so far as to send a telegram to his
Excellency the Viceroy suggesting my recall from South
Africa in case I did not agree to the Congress proposals.
He is doing all that in the name of the Congress which is
supposed, as I informed you, to have sent telegrams on
the night of 15th January to India protesting against my
marriage. I shall be glad if you will let me know
whether my meeting of the South African Indian Congress or its executive authorised the sending of these
telegrams or gave authority to Swamiji to act on its
behalf."
It was expected that Kajee would take a definite line
on the incident. "I may tell you," a friend wrote to him,
"The Hindus have adopted a very definite attitude in
this matter. On the morning after I left you I met several
(Guierati Hindus) and they were very much upset. I
could see that they expect you to take up a very strong
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attitu de .... and to conde mn the agent for what he is
doing. They also think you at the back of all this affair
-at least that you were in and you purpo sely kept back
the inform ation till it was too late. I see they are callin g
a mass meeti ng to-mo rrow. If you go to this meeti ng and
join the protes t you will lose the symp athy of the Moslems. If you don't, then the trader s and others will
not give you busine ss .... if you are forced then the only
altern ative for you will be to resign. When you were
telling me about resign ing, I am sure you knew how far
things had gone but did not tell me."
Three days after this letter was writte n Sir Raza Ali
was marri ed. The same corres ponde nt wrote to Kajee .
"Wha t the Congress had to do with the affair I fail to
under stand. Unless it is mean t as a protes t agains t you,
and the other Moslem memb ers of the Congress. The
best form of protes t would have been to declar e noncoope ration with the Agent himself, but fanati cism
blinds people and they canno t see reason."
"The Congress is dead," contin ued the letter , "and
your friend s have saved you the troubl e of resigning.
What is the next move? Take my advice for what it is
worth , and keep away from all party and comm unal
affairs. Be a little charit able and take a broad er view.
It is clear Miss Samm y was a willin g party, and her
family were agreea ble to the wedding, as she was attend ed by her broth er and sister. Why could not Sorab
(Mr. Sorab jee Rusto mjee) and comp any argue with the
bride instea d of wastin g their time with the Agent , I fail
to under stand. They had more chanc es with her.
P.S. You must send a weddi ng prese nt to Sir Raza
Ali. I have sent one."
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It is not to be suppo sed that Kajee could feel so intensel y about the marri age as did his Hindu colleagues
and some of his Moslem friend s. He was never an orthodox Moslem, and he had long since relega ted religio us
princi ples and social prejud ices about inter- comm unal
marria ges. He appre ciated the repug nance with which
Hindu s and Moslems viewe d the union, but he could not
bring himse lf to conde mn either party. He was a close
friend of Miss Samm y's family, and in additi on he was
more conce rned about the politic al aspects of the marriage than about the religio us and social consid eratio ns
involved.
"Its a damn able scand al," he wrote , "that the marri age
dispu te should take up so much time and energ y when
we can ill afford to waste any at all."
He wrote to Kunw ar Maha rajh Singh expre ssing this
opinio n and receiv ed the following reply.
"Sir Raza Ali's marri age was in my humb le opinion
a mistak e," wrote the Kunw ar. "My wife and I knew
Lady Raza Ali in South Africa and had great regard for
her and her sister. From the perso nal point of view I
have no object ion to the marri age and wish Sir and
Lady Raza Ali every prosp erity. The position, howev er,
of the Agent -Gene ral in South Africa is at all times difficult and I am afraid that Sir Raza Ali has enhan ced the
difficu lties by marry ing. Perso nally, I would have preferred him to wait until he was on the eve of leavin g
South Africa for India. Marri age also with a lady of
anoth er faith alway s has its diffic ulties and no doubt
certai n influe ntial memb ers of the Hindu comm unity
were fright ened at the thoug ht of the lady's conve rsion
to Islam .
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"My Moslem friends in this country tell mt: that in
India Sir Raza Ali's marriage with a Hindu lady would
be illegal, since Islam allows marriage with a Christian
or a Jew, but not with a Hindu. I daresay also that you
are right in thinking that the Agent-Genera l gave the
objectors to understand that he would listen to their
objections and postpone the marriage. Now, however,
that the deed has been done, I deprecate with you a
further split in the Indian community. You will remember how in my time the cession of the Colonial-born
Association led to a regrettable rift among Indians in
South Africa. Happily with very few exceptions the
Indian Leaders adhered to the Congress. So did I. The
result was that the Congress gained increased strength
while its opponents mainly continued themselves by
passing resolutions. I do not think that a letter from me
to Sorab, S. R. Naidoo or V. S. Father etc. will do any
good. I am not sufficiently in touch with their views in
the matter, nor with the chances of a compromise or
with what will satisfy them. Nor has Sir Raza Ali written
to me. Personally, I can think of no better intermediary
than yourself. You are a great friend of Sorab etc. and
you are no doubt in touch with the Agent-Genera l. I am
extremely grateful to know that communal feeling has
not been stirred by the marriage. It would be interesting
to know from you what is the opinion of the leading
members of the Colonial-born Association. What have
Christopher and Manilal (Gandhi, the son of Mahatma
Gandhi) got to say in the matter?"
The incident of Sir Raza Ali's marriage left Kajee in
a commanding position. He was one of the few officials
of Congress who remained in office to continue the work,
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and he was vested with power and position of great
importance both to himself and to the community. When
ever anybody who is anybody resigns and a whole community is at sixes and sevens, the man who can retain
a sense of balance and act as a mediator appears to the
public as a model of sober thought and social stability.
It is not unreasonable to assume that Kajee had a curious
satisfaction in being thrust into a position where a display of magnanimity might redound to his credit. He
was, we may be sure, vitally concerned for the political
health of the community. Indeed his letters are evidence
of his passion for unity and his despair over the resignations following Sir Raza Ali's marriage. He appealed to
a number of public men in India to write personally to
those who had resigned, and was instrumental in persuading the executive of the South African Indian Congress to pass a resolution urging them to reconsider their
decision.
He wrote personally to each of the resigning members
calling their attention to matters pending between Congress and the Natal Municipal Association on the subject
of Indian segregation, adding "I feel that the community
that you have served so faithfully and well for so many
years is suffering irremediable harm by the attitude of
non-co-operat ion you have adopted towards Congress
work. Will you continue to persist with the spirit of
non-co-operat ion or will you allow your better judgement to prevail and continue the constructive work you
have been doing for years? I have written this personal
note of appeal in the hope that it will not be in vain.
I wonder whether it will have the effect that moves me
to write it. I live in hopes. I know you will put the
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community before your personal feelings. If things go
wrong then posterity can blame you that you let them
down and that all your work was in vain."
Writing to his friend Swami Bhwani Dayal who was
in India at the time, and who at one stage joined with
the objectors to the marriage, Kajee says "I learn from
Maganlal (the clerk in Kajee's office) that in your letter
to your people at Jacobs you say that you, Kunwar and
others in India consider the whole incident as a laughable
one. I entirely agree with you, but it is a matter of great
regret that friends like V. S. C. Pather, S. R. Naidoo,
Sorabjee and others should take it in the manner they
have done. My efforts are directed towards our friends
withdrawing their resignations because I feel it was a
blunder on their part to have tendered their resignations
at all. I may tell you that in the Cape and in the Transvaal, and even in Natal there is no bitterness on the part
of the Hindus in this matter. The affair is treated as
a joke, and if it were not for Raza Ali treating our friends
when they went to see him in Johannesburg prior to his
marriage in the manner that he did I am sure that the
personal feelings that have arisen would not have come
about. I should like to write to Sorab V. S. C. and others
to withdraw their resignations and not to cripple the
Congress for the private and laughable doings of one
who is a passing phase in our political life."
It would be wrong to infer from the foregoing that the
decision of Hindu leaders to resign from Congress was
impelled by anything but sincere motives. They were
convinced that the marriage would "deeply affect the
susceptibilities of the Hindus" and give rise to serious
communal differences. Their object in asking the Agent38
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General to postpone the marriage was to preserve Indian
solidarity and to maintain a cordial relationship among
all sections of the community. They believed that the
marriage would be a national calamity likely to produce
repercussions the grave effects of which could not be
foreseen. "To the eastern mind," they wrote in a statement to the Press, "having regard to its traditional and
religious character, such matrimonial alliances are undesirable; more so in the case of the Agent-General, who
holds a highly responsible position in this country.
Having regard to what has happened, and as it is not
possible for us to co-operate conscientiously with the
Agency whilst in charge of Sir Raza Ali, no other course
is left open to us but to resign our respective official
positions in the Congress."
The split in the community had two major results. It
placed Congress in the hands of the Moslems, and it
raised Kajee to a leading position in Congress. For the
first time Kajee was able to dominate policy, and the
quarrel which began with the marriage of Sir Raza Ali
can be looked upon as the occasion which brought Kajee
to the forefront as a leader and political personality. Up
to that time he was part of Indian political life, contributing to it in secretarial work and in cooperating with
men much older than himself in the executive, in helping the routine business of Congress and in performing
those tasks which others either refused or were too busy
to undertake. He was the willing horse in an organisation and in a community where willing horses are not
easily found. There were plenty of men ready to meet
to discuss, and to formulate policy; there were few indeed who would accept responsibility for the routine
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which must be done if a political policy is to be pursued
with success. A mere incident in the life of the community was the immediate cause of Kajee's rise to
power. That he was strategically placed when the _oc_casion demanded leadership was due to the unrem1ttmg
toil he had put into the work of Congress for so many
years.
.
.
With the marriage of Sir Razi Ali and the res1gnat10n
of Hindu Members of Congress a change came over the
character of Indian political organisation. Some of those
who resigned gradually gave up their interest in politics,
partly through their age and partly through a feeling
that they no longer had a contribution to make.
Congress moved uncertainly into the future. It w~s
important that the resigning members should be back m
the fold as quickly as possible. For two years endeavours
were made to persuade them to withdraw their resignations. At Congress meetings the temporary officials
guided by Kajee continued to hold the resigna~ions ov:r
in the hope that Hindu leaders would reconsider their
action. It was not until 1938, and after the most earnest
appeals had been made, that they came to the decision
to resume their public duty.
Among those who signed the joint-letter to this effect
was Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee. At every stage in Kajee's
political life Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee appears either as
good fairy or as bad ogre. Up to this time, Sorab, a~ he
was affectionately called, and Kajee had been firm
friends. Kajee owed much to Sorab in the early days,
both in business and in politics. There was complete
understanding between them and a degree of mutual
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help which made their work in Congress amicable and
productive.
Kajee's business as a broker and agent had developed
considerably, and a feature of Indian politics at the time
was the inter-play of business interests. Indians in business often help each other out of difficulties, particularly
at the end of the month when money is needed for
salaries and to meet accounts. A legitimate interchange
among them formed the basis of many a successful
business and forged links of inter-dependence which
bound them together.
Rising in age and security together, Kajee and Sorabjee
were too much alike to work in the same harness for
a lifetime together. In their youth they were David and
Jonathan, used each others money and nursed each other
in illness. Their friendship broke on Sir Raza Ali's
marriage. It was an estrangement which rapidly grew
into a political and personal rivalry. Indian politics
might be written around these quarrels. Whether either
of them was conscious of an estrangement having the
seeds of hatred at the time, no one can say, but from
1936 onwards any friendly competitive spirit which they
may have felt became a rivalry which had a decisive
effect upon Indian affairs, and which coloured the lives
and the careers of both of them.
Sir Raza Ali's hopes, expressed at his wedding reception, that his marriage to Miss Sammy would help to
unite Indians in South Africa and would "forge a new
link between Indians and South Africa" were quickly
dashed. His period of office was clouded by the divisions
in Congress, and much of the contribution he might have
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made was lost in the deteriorating relations between
rival factions.
Politics makes strange bedfellows. But all things pass,
and by the expiration of Sir Raza Ali's term of office
the community was once more united, if only officially.
At a farewell ceremony, held at the City Hall in Durban,
Congress leaders paid a tribute to the manner in which
the Agent-General had conducted affairs in this country.
At this ceremony an incident occurred which brought
Kajee some unwanted publicity. One of the difficulties
which beset Indian leaders in South Africa is the absence
of opportunity to present their views to the European
public.
Opportunities were confined almost solely to occasions such as the :farewell ceremony to Sir Raza Ali. It
is true that the Inda-European Council, an organisation
established to encourage Europeans and Indians to meet
for the discussion of subjects of mutual interest, did
some good work in bringing to the notice of Europeans
the disabilities under which they lived. But the IndaEuropean Council, like all inter-racial organisations,
talked to the converted and attracted to its membership
only those who were sympathetically inclined to the
Indian cause. Kajee was one of its moving spirits.
Lack of opportunity for bringing to the notice of the
general public the grievances which they took to the
Government in memoranda and by deputations accounts
for one or two features of the local Indian scene. Indians
are inveterate writers of letters to the newspapers.
Every Natal editor knows at what length Indians can
write. One of the reasons for the non-appearance in the
newspapers of so many letters Indians write is that the
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journalist responsible for the correspondence columns
has no time to read the manuscript sent in. They go into
the waste paper basket.
Whereas more importance is given to Indian affairs
by newspapers than hitherto, it is still a fact that English
Press has never succeeded in presenting a true picture
of Indian politics to European readers. These things may
account for the habit which some Indian leaders have of
using a formal occasion at which Europeans are present
for political purposes,
At the farewell gathering arranged to do honour to
Sir Raza Ali and Lady Ali previous to their departure
for India, Kajee's name was on the programme as the
last speaker, following Sir Raza Ali and preceded by
Mr. Maurice Webb, Hajee E. M. Paruk, and the Chairman, His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Fleming Johnston. The presence of the Durban Municipal Orchestra,
"under the direction of Mr. Edward Dunn" and by "kind
permission of the Mayor and City Councillors of Durban"
gave a social informality to the function and made it one
of those rare opportunities for the exchange of compliments between Indians and Europeans. Such opportunities unfortunately are very rare. They do much to
persuade European guests that their Indian hosts can be
interesting conversationalists and graceful speakers.
Until he was called upon to address the guests
nothing unusual had occurred. Mayors can always be
relied upon for a suitable phrase to open a function.
Hajee E. M. Paruk read his speech and made a presentation to Sir Raza Ali, and Mr. Maurice Webb, whose
work for the Indian community coupled with his conciliatory approach to all public affairs, commended him to
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an audience of this sort, spoke in appropriate terms.
Incidental music, with items ranging from "The Indian
Love Lyrics" or "In a Persian Market", and "Chu Chin
Chow" to the "Maid of the Mountains", provided a suitable background to light conversation and the jingle of
tea-cups.
Kajee was usually sensitive to such atmospheres.
Much to the consternation of European guests and to the
confusion of their Indian hosts, he chose to raise his
voice in a political harangue. He began by apologising
for referring to the lot of Indians in South Africa and
went on to an examination of the proposals before parliament to introduce the Mixed Marriages Legislation as
well as to criticise the Durban City Council for its
criminal neglect of Indian welfare.
It has been said of Kajee that he was a great orator.
No doubt the claim can be sustained if he is judged in
his own context. There are not very many good speakers
among the older generation of Indian leaders. The older
leaders, lacking the education of the younger generation,
are certainly not as good in public address as the rising
politicians in the resistance movement. There were
moments when Kajee had occasional flights of oratory,
but he can never be looked upon as a great orator by
European tests. Unless he gave very careful preparation
to a speech and put himself under severe restraint, he
could not resist the temptation to let himself go. Whenever he faced an audience of Europeans and Indians he
began his speeches quietly and in a conciliatory mood
but ended by "tearing a passion to tatters", as if a fire,
burning low, flamed into an all-consuming energy. A
torrent of abuse would tumble from him, and he would
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lose himself and his subject in a staccatto denunciation,
punctuated by his upraised fists.
His voice rose in the City Hall. "The Indian was also
a pioneer," he declared. "He cleared the swamps, he
carried commerce to all parts of the province. While his
civilisation was applauded and he was said to be a lawabiding people he was bracketed with the primitive
Native."
"Slums," he swept on, "were being cleared but those
dispossessed of their homes had nowhere to go to. Indian
housing had been talked about for years by the City
Council, but not a single house had been built and occupied. Not a single housing loan had been granted to an
Indian for the last three years. There were 15,000 Indian
school-age children out of school. There were some
apprenticeship committees that did not admit Indians as
apprentices. The Industrial laws applied equally to the
Indian yet equal opportunities were denied him."
"Such are the ways of this so-called democratic
country," he stormed. "The most defenceless section of
the community is always used as the butt in general
elections. Chivalry is dead in the political life of South
Africa. The heritage of the Nordic races no longer exists
here."
Kajee embraced all in one comprehensive and fierce
tirade. Some of his fellow Indians sitting next to their
European guests covered their faces in an anxious prayer
that he might stop. On the following day local newspapers came out with the headlines "City Hall Outburst
by Indian Leader-Councillors Resent Racial Tone of
Meeting"-and reported the reactions of Europeans to
this astonishing harangue. Councillor R. Ellis Brown,
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who a year or two afterwards became mayor of this
City, said "I consider the use of the City Hall was abused.
It had been lent for a purely formal and social occasion.
Certainly it will be difficult for them (the Indians) to
get the Hall again." Councillor A L. Barnes said "Mr.
Kajee must have lost control of himself; apart from
being ill-mannered it was an outburst which, if taken
seriously, can only be termed indiscreet in the least."
Councillor H. H. Harris maintained that "everything
possible is being done for Indians in Durban. The speech
was rank ingratitude".
Next morning, like every other public man, Kajee was
up betimes to see the reaction to his speech. He was
always quick in defence and attack, and was soon at
work on an answer to the comments made by City Councillors. He sent a statement to the newspaper denying
that the reception became a virulent political agitation,
and insisting that the City Hall was not lent but was
hired by Congress. Councillors R. Ellis Brown, P.
Osborne, and H. H. Harris were not present and "it is
rather taking a provoking liberty on the part of these
City Fathers to criticise a speech which they had neither
heard nor read". Ref erring to the opinion of one Councillor that the City Hall will not be lent to Indians again,
Kajee wrote, "evidently he is no lover of free speech and
is forgetful of the fact that the City Hall has been built
from public funds to which the Indian has contributed in
the way of rates and taxes as much as the European."
He was not "deeply concerned with good or bad taste
while my people are suffering as they are to-day, and no
one with a feeling for his community's welfare would
let pass an opportunity of bringing the miseries of his
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people to the notice of an influential gathering. He
assured Councillor Barnes that he had not lost control of
himself and had made similar if not stronger speeches to
audiences which had included Cabinet Ministers, Judges
and other high officials quite as important as those who
honoured us with their presence on Saturday."
"The Agent-General," he concluded, "has departed
with the applause of the European and the Indian community resounding in his ears, but the 220,000 Indians
he came to serve remain in South Africa, and it is but
natural that they expect from City Councillors and others
who rule over them common justice and humanity."
Kajee's protestations in defence of his outburst were
not entirely convincing, there is no doubt that many of
his colleagues felt he had gone a little too far in his
speech. The programme he used at the ceremony is still
to be found in the files. And Kajee seldom destroyed
anything on which he had made notes, and it is possible
by reference to this programme to infer that at the beginning of the ceremony he had no intention of making
an attack upon the political situation. He had jotted
down on the programme one or two headings which
suggest a very different intention. There are one or two
lines of verse still legible, and one or two others crossed
out, as if during the ceremony he was unable to recapture the exact words. It would seem as if he were intending to speak on a lighter note. On the back of the
programme are the lines
"Lived a woman wonderful
May the Lord amend her!
Neither, simple kind nor true,
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But her pagan beauty drew
Christian gentlemen a few
Hotly to attend her."
The lines trail off into illegibility and end with something about the "glory of her face". He was trying to
recall Kipling's "South Africa". It is probable that
he decided not to use these lines which he could not
complete in memory, and that, listening to speeches of
others on the platform, he was moved to carry their
remarks into more direct and open attack. This is not
to excuse any lack of courtesy, but rather to explain the
incident, and also to note the point that, lacking the
opportunity for making grievances known to Europeans,
Kajee snatched the chance of doing so.
It is well known in Natal that these rare formal social
functions shared by Europeans and Indians hide hostilities and antagonisms as intense as any class war. To
allow a little of the naked truth to break the veneer of
Society's demand for courtesy was probably not a bad
thing. We Europeans are apt to be squeamish about such
things but conditions being what they were in the Indian
community we should not be shocked when the cry of
the multitude is heard in the palace ground.
There is a note scribbled in the files which reads, "My
dear Kajee, you did the right thing yesterday. Hell with
the newspaper reports!"
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CHAPTER 4

ONE of the immediate effects of the split over Sir Raza
Ali's marriage was to hold up certain negotiations between the Natal Indian Congress and the Natal Municipal
Association. The Natal Municipal Association was originally established to encourage co-operation between town
councils in matters of common interest. The body was
composed of representatives of town councils and performed some useful work in subjects such as public
health and sanitation, police control, uniformity of byelaws. One of its special concerns was to safeguard the
towns in the·three corner~d contest between the central
government, the provincial government, and the municipalities.
In the early thirties concern was felt over the alleged
intrusion of Indians in what were looked upon as European residential areas, and in 1934 a resolution was passed
at a conference of the Natal Municipal Association
~alling upon the Government to introduce legislation
which would enable either the Provincial Government
or the Municipality to p_revent such intrusions. No official action was taken in the matter and the resolution
re-appeared in 1935 and 1936, as the result of intermittent
E-uropean agitation in the Press. During- the interim
Mjee had discussiens with Mr. J, H. Hofmeyr, the then
Minister of the Interior, who, knowing the disabilities of
Indians, had advised the Natal Municipal Association to
seek in co-operation with Indian leaders an alternative
to legislation for the solution of the problem.
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Unlike their fellows in the Transvaal, Indians in Natal
enjoyed freedom of movement. There was nothing to
prevent them from living where they liked and from
purchasing property, either for investment or occupation.
There were certain areas in the town which were looked
upon as Indian areas, but these had grown up in a natural
way and as a result of the tendency of people of the same
race and culture to congregate together. There were no
locations in Natal as there were in the Transvaal to
which Indians were relegated.
Previous to 1927 few complaints were heard of Indians
moving into what were looked upon as European residential areas, but as a result of the Capetown Agreement
an impetus was given to the Indian community in almost
every direction. Indians felt themselves secure in South
Africa for the first time. The Governmen t had promised
to look upon those who could attain western standards
of life as an integral part of the population. A clause in
the Capetown Agreement stated that Indians would not
be allowed to lag behind other sections of the community .
Encouraged by these assurances, Indians who could
afford it sought to provide themselves and their children
with more desirable dwellings than they had hitherto
occupied.
There began a process which has since been called
Indian penetration . An increasing population demanded
outlets and found them in the only territories which
offered opportuniti es and which happened to be European in character. In the early thirties this movement
outward from their own areas into the larger European
areas was scarcely noticeable. It was a matter of a few
individuals buying houses and occupying them on the
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fringes of the Indian areas. It affected Europeans living
in near proximity, and it was these Europeans and the
politicians representin g them, who directed attention to
what was happening and began an agitation which dictated the character of Indian politics in South Africa,
and which, for that-matter , influenced European politics,
and to some extent Commonwe alth relations.
To all the European agitation, the Natal Indian Congress answered with an emphatic opposition. The word
segregation arouses in them fierce protests in defence of
their rights or national honour. In the words of the
Natal Post-War Works and Reconstruc tion Commission ,
"the Asiatic is fearful of legislation which will relegate
him to an inferior position in the eyes of the law, and
which may cause him to be regarded as an alien intruder.
He is suspicious of terminolog y and hypersensit ive where
racial differentiat ion is concerned; he is aware of a large
positive European opinion which wishes to see him
segregated entirely from the European population; he is
acutely conscious of the fact that all political power lies
in the hands of the European. In this atmosphere any
willingness to see the other man's point of view disappears entirely on the slightest provocation and the
difficulties of negotiation are increased."
This was written in 1944 and by men who had come to
appreciate the nice distinction which must be made in
any approaches to a proud but dispossesse d and subject
race on questions touching their affairs. The average
politican and member of the general public show no
finesse in their relations with Indians. They are clumsy
and crude and have little understand ing of the feelings
of others. It is the more surprising to find in 1936 the
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Natal Municipal Association referring to its desire to
separate Europeans and Indians by laying out "areas
for European occupation only", as if, conscious of Indian
susceptibilities, they were willing to incur the humiliation of European segregation. Needless to say, such concern for Indian susceptibilities was always accompanied
by the knowledge that the best residential areas remained in European ownership and occupation.
It is possible that the credit for this emphasis upon
European instead of upon the more customary Indian
segregation should go to the secretary of the Natal
Municipal Association, Mr. W. T. Walker, who was sympathetically disposed to the Indian cause and who took
a special interest in the attempts made to reach an
amicable settlement of the problem.
The personal relations between Kajee and Mr. Walker,
were such as to make Kajee's work with the Natal
Municipal Association easy and friendly. Mr. Walker
kept him informed of European opinions, and it was he
who in 1935 tried to interest Kajee in the formation of
an Indian youth movement for national service. About
that time the Union Government introduced a scheme
whereby European unemployed boys should be given
some defence training in the Special Service Companies.
This was part of a comprehensive plan which included
the construction of national roads to achieve a state of
preparedness in the event of war. Writing to Kajee a
resume of these defence proposals, Mr. Walker says,
"I see an opportunity here in this movement that our
Indian people must not miss. Arms you cannot bear, and
if you could you would not want to. Your aeons-old
civilisation have taught there is another way of settling
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disputes besides arms. Past campaigns have proved how
valuable your Indian Bearer Corps have been. Why
should you not offer the Union Government the services
of your people in this direction as becomes you as citizens
of this country. Let the offer come from your side before
it dawns on them that in your people valuable material
is neglected. Arrangements could be made through the
Red Cross to give our young fellows the necessary training. Given a uniform I feel certain our young people
will take a pride in their work and would show that our
Indian citizens are alive to their duty to their adopted
motherland."
There is no record of Kajee's reaction to this proposal.
Kajee was probably too busy running Congress with his
new untried and "pro tern" officials to take much notice
of the proposals.
Correspondence with Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr and meetings
with representatives of the Natal Municipal Association
led to an official conference at which, according to a
letter addressed to Mr. Hofmeyr by the secretary of the
Natal Municipal Association, "It was made quite clear by
the Indian representatives that they would be prepared
to co-operate in every way possible by discouraging their
community from acquiring property in an urban European area emphasizing that the Indian representatives
must be allowed to proceed in their work by moral
suasion and no compulsion." The letter records that
Kajee explained to the conference that it would be impossible to get the Natal Indian Congress to confirm the
undertaking owing to division in the community. Kajee
had referred to the deadlock following Sir Raza Ali's
marriage.
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There is evidence to suggest that this tentative understanding between Congress and the Natal Municipal
Association was acceptable to Muslim Indian leaders in
general, who felt that confirmation by the Natal Indian
Congress should await the expiration of Sir Raza Ali's
term of office when it was anticipated that Hindu leaders
would return to the fold.
In the meantime, it was arranged that Kajee, as secretary of the South African Indian Congress, and Mr. W. T.
Walker, should co-operate in dealing with individual
cases of Indians contemplating purchasing property in
a European area. The idea was that when such an intention became known the Municipality should inform
Mr. Walker who in his turn would take it up with his
"colleague of the Indian Congress" and with any help
he "can obtain from liberal minded Indians in the area
affected" try to dissuade the would-be Indian purchaser
from doing so.
This arrangement came to be known as the Kajee
Assurance. It is clear from the records that some local
authorities availed themselves of these services. In the
words of Mr. Walker, "this prompt action has so far
registered one hundred per cent success". Mr. Kajee on
one occasion immediately left Capetown by air to be in
time to prevent such a sale. Mr. Walker ends a letter
to Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr with the remark that the arrangement was recognised unofficially, and that if it were left
undisturbed until the departure of the Agent-Genera l,
Sir Raza Ali, much good would result.
In view of this, Mr. Walker suggested that everything possible should be done to preserve the official
recognition of the Indian community in South Africa.
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This letter was written in 1938; it gave the European
interpretation of Kajee's "assurance". It was an assurance which had the full support of the Natal Indian
Congress at the time. That it also had the acquiescence
if not the approval of the new Agent-General, Sir Rama
Rau, is obvious from the part that he played in dissuading one or two rich Indians from purchasing properties
in European areas.
It is important to recognise at this stage that the limits
of Congress co-operation, and, therefore, of Kajee's cooperation, with the Natal Municipal Association were
confined to persuading would-be purchasers of properties
in the Indian Community against occupying these properties. For Europeans the issue was the encroachment
of Indians as residents into European areas. On this
matter Kajee endeavoured to meet the wishes of the
European authorities. The point needs emphasis because
it has been the subject of contention ever since.
As this work was proceeding the Hindu members who
had resigned in 1936 returned to Congress and the organisation was once more established. The reorganised Congress neglected to confirm the policy carried out by
Kajee towards the Natal Municipal Association, largely
because the European public both in the Transvaal and
in Natal were agitating for some statutory control of
Indian movement. Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, who had persuaded
European authorities in Natal that legislation designed
to control so-called penetration into European areas was
not in the interests of the country, was followed as
Minister of the Interior by Mr. Stuttaford. One of his
first acts was to introduce a bill to add to the restrictions
on Indians in the Transvaal, and there was a strong
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rumour that he would bend to the importuniti es of politicians in Natal and direct his attention to the Indians
there. This threat had the effect of persuading Indians
throughout the country to sink some of their personal
and communal differences and to unite in defence of
their rights. Indians were alarmed at the shape of things
to come, and they hastened to close their ranks.
Unity among Indians has always proved an unattainable ideal. More words have been spoken and written by
Indians and their well-wishe rs on this question of unity
than on any other aspect of Indian life, and all experience
has shown that the Indian community in South Africa
can never present a united front any more than Europeans. From Mr. Gandhi downwards Indians have been
persuaded and cajoled, bullied and beaten into unity by
their leaders and their public men at home and abroad.
Succeeding Agents-Gen eral, and after them succeeding
High Commissioners, have arrived in South Africa inspired by the single hope that they would be successful
where their predecessor s had failed. All of them must
have prayed that they might leave the country at
the expiration of their term of office "with something
attempted, something done" for the unity of the people.
The task was looked upon as more important than the
official charges laid upon them by the Governmen t of
India. "Hope springs eternal in the human breast" was
never better exemplified than by Indian leaders in their
search for a condition which, by every test, is impossible
of attainment.
By 1943, the turn of events had made it imperative
that unity should be sought through the amalgamat ion
of the Natal Indian Congress and the Colonial-bo rn and
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Indian Settlers Association. Before Sir Raza Ali left the
country he made a last effort to bring the two bodies
together. His successor, Sir Rama Rau, called together
representat ives of both organisations. Time and again
he pleaded in vain. It was not until the visit of the
Indian philosophe r Sir Radhakrish nan visited Natal at
the invitation of Sir Rama Rau, that some progress was
made. A philosophe r succeeded where the politicians
failed.
Before leaving South Africa the philosopher issued
an urgent message calling upon Indians to find strength
in the united and organised efforts to improve their
position. In the words of the Natal Indian Association
some months later, "the final appeal for unity made by
Sir Radhakrish nan touched the hearts of all". The way
was open and the time seemed auspicious. Indians are
always more impressed by the mystic than by the statesman.
Discussions took place between leaders of the Natal
Indian Congress and the Colonial-born and Indian
Settlers' Association and the terms of an agreement were
drawn up which was placed before a meeting of the
Natal Indian Congress. At this meeting Kajee is reported to have stated "that no price was too great for unity"
and that the Congress Committee should stand by the
terms of the Agreement . Only one vote, that of Mr.
Abdulla Moosa was recorded opposing the proposals; it
only remained for the terms of the agreement to be
referred to the General Meeting of Congress for ratific~
ation. This meeting was called in the City Hall Durban
and was broken up by a section of the audience.
A bald statement of the negotiation s leading up to the
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amalgamation of the Natal Indian Congress and the
Colonial-born and Indian Settlers' Association presents
no picture of the domestic strife which accompanied the
discussions. One of the conditions of the amalgamation
was that the new body should be given a new name. The
name "Natal Indian Congress" had fallen into disfavour,
principally because since 1936 it had been dominated by
Kajee, and also because Hindu leaders who had resigned
in that year felt that a new start should be made.
Mixed up with this move to adopt a new name for the
new body were personal rivalries which gave colour to
the proceedings. The president of the Natal Indian Congress at the time was Swami Bhwani Dayal. He was in
India. When he heard of the proposals to amalgamate
he declined a position in the new body. He wanted to
withdraw from politics altogether.
Kajee asked the committee that consideration of the
"unity formula" be postponed until the return of Swami
Bhawani Dayal from India. In the opinion of his rivals
this was another manoevre to destroy the prospects of
amalgamation. Swami Bhawani Dayal wrote to say that
the proceedings should be continue his absence. Kajee
however, gained the point and decisions were postponed
on several occasions, until it was learnt that the boat by
which Swami Bhawani Dayal was to have returned to
Natal had been commandeered by the defence authorities.
Meanwhile, at two meetings attended by the AgentGeneral Sir B. Rama Rau, during which he used his
influence to keep in order what looked like an unruly
audience, the election of the officials proceeded. The
president was Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee. Kajee was at
this meeting. Speaking to a disorderly crowd he urged
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the acceptance of the decision reached by Congress
Committee and stated "constitution or no constitution
the meeting should give its full support to the unity
agreement to amalgamate". It was here that Mr. Abdulla
Moosa raised a question whether it was within the provisions of the constitution to discuss any amendment of
the original proposal without prior notice to members.
He was urged to withdraw his objections by Kajee and
the proceedings ended in an overwhelming vote for the
policy of unity. In the list of new officials Kajee's name
was absent.
On the question of the name to be given to the amalgamated body when it was formed, Kajee had succeeded
in persuading the president of the Colonial-born and
Indian Settlers' Association, Mr. Albert Christopher, to
expedite the proceedings by withdrawing the proposals
to appeal to Mahatma Gandhi in India for a suitable
name." What's in a name?" became an issue over which
Indians fought with increasing fury. Nor did the battle
remain localised in South Africa. "The Chairman of the
Imperial Indian Citizenship Association", who had been
informed of events in Natal, wrote to one of the opponents of the new organisation protesting the desirability
of forgetting the name in the larger obligations of united
action. "If I am right in thinking you did not join the
new organisation because it was not called Congress.
Now what's in a name if unity is achieved with a slight
change? May I venture to ask you a frank question?
Will you rather the name Congress or unity in the Indian
Community in South Africa? I do not see any question
of principle in it."
It is not easy to understand the differences of Indian
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leaders at this time withou t recogm smg the persona l
rivalrie s which underli ned the 'princip les' they advoca ted. The meetin gs were held in an atmosp here of a
struggl e for power and there seems to be some truth in
the allegati on made by one observe r that the move to
unity was animat ed by a desire to settle old scores and
antagonisms. The rivalry betwee n Sorabje e Rustom jee
and Kajee at this time was tense. Person al ambitio ns
often over-ru le the real issues and though Indian leaders
on all sides declare d' their willingness to submer ge self
in the common good their deliber ations seem to have
been intende d to encoura ge others in self sacrifice.
At this period Sorabje e Rustom jee was advancing. It
was Kajee who was on the defensive. Kajee was satisfied, not withou t some reason for his belief, that his
politica l rivals were determ ined to keep him out of
office in the new body. The Natal Indian Association,
for such was the name of the new organis ation, began
its work withou t him. It had the advanta ge of being
recognised by the authori ties and by Delhi as the official
represe ntative body. But Kajee was not to be defeate d
so easily. His persona l views on the nature of the unity
movem ent are to be found in an article he wrote at the
time extract s from which are quoted below:
'
"Were
it not for the grievou s harm that is being done
to the commu nity in the name of unity much amusem ent
would be derived from the antics of the princip le actors
in this farce at present being enacted .
The first questio n that arises is: was there real disunity among the Indian people when these frenzie d
moves were started in the early part of this year? In
reality the fight is betwee n certain individ uals."
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Referri ng to the quarrel over the Govern ment's Colonisation Commi ttee he went on to say:
"Indian leaders discove red that the princip le of participatio n and a Congress nomine e on a Govern ment Committee was sufficie nt to rend them asunde r. The ordinar y
man was bewilde red. He searche d for the causes that
divided his leaders on an issue for which they had all
signed an agreed formula . No reasons other than persona l
ones could be found."
Kajee then quoted the case of Sir Raza Ali's marriag e.
"Again ," he wrote, "the ordinar y man was bewild ered
and wonder ed why the interes ts of a quarter of a million
people should be thrown aside because of a persona l
matter affectin g two individ uals. He (the ordinar y man)
was answer ed by the mysteri ous word 'princip le'.
As for the events which led up to the formati on of the
Natal Indian Association he speaks of the "satani c haste
with which matters were pushed through . The strange
phenom enon was observe d of a preside nt (Mr. Sorabje e
Rustom jee) who had forced his own election on an unwilling constitu ency and was not given a hearing . It is
true that at the meetin g there were membe rs present
who acquisced in the elections and all that followed, but
as they had been enrolle d as membe rs by the preside nt
elect twenty -four hours before the meetin g the proceed ings were beyond their underst anding .
"The so-called amalga mation meetin g will therefo re
be a first steppin g-stone to real disunity . Becaus e of
persona l hatreds and animosity, proved worker s belonging to a particu lar section of the commu nity have by this
long process of subterf uge been driven away from the
area of public work. This history of the Indian commu -
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nity in South Africa is a sad one. Perhaps the saddest
page is yet to be written."
And so, in the event, it proved.

62

CHAPTER 5

A domestic interlude should be revealing. No man's
private life can bear strict scrutiny. No man's private
life should be called upon to bear it. In these days we
expect all our leaders to be "good" men. The more a
politician can talk of God, the more he is certain to be
popular. Since 1914 Godliness has become synonymous
with statesmanship. A former era was full of men who
combined integrity and probity in public life with an
eighteenth-century robustness of living. We turn to
these men when the "good" religious men have brought
us to the edge of disaster. The Walpoles, the Pitts, and
the Churchills have always saved us from the Baldwins
and the Chamberlains. And even at lower levels
preachers have proved to be failures in the business of
political leadership and government.
Kajee was not a "good" man, in the strict orthodox
sense.
He was so busy with politics and business that he set
up a separate etablishment for himself at Ryde Avenue.
Ryde Avenue is off one of the roads leading up to the
fine residential areas of Durban called the Berea, the
beauty of which is red-roofed and red-flowered in the
sun. It is a modest side-street in a mixed area where a
few Europeans live cheek by jowl with a few coloured
people. Kajee's house is set back from the street in a
little culde sac wide enough to park a car. The house is
small and unpretentious, comfortably furnished and
spotlessly clean. There are a few roses in a patch of
garden, and two or three out-houses which Kajee turned
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into Guest rooms for the never-ending casual visitors
from distant parts of the country who came to enjoy his
hospitality with or without invitation. Some of these
guests arrived, stayed for weeks, and departed without
his knowledge.
Kajee never longed for a better or bigger house. He
showed no desire to move up the road into the prosperous residential areas. Europeans need never fear that
he would penetrate their districts or intrude upon their
resolute respectability. He could well have afforded it.
He might have kept an establishment with a dozen servants inside and outside it. It never occurred to him to
do so. There was no social competition in him, no social
jealousy, and no social envy.
You never found Kajee, as you do so many Indians,
wearing diamond rings and diamond tiepins, impressive
of their wealth and prosperity. He despised jewellery in
males. He was completely unostentatious in private and
public, extremely simple in his habits and tastes, fastidious in his person, and quiet in his dress. His wardrobe
consisted of about two dozen suits, all double-breasted,
with a proportionate number of other necessities. He
always wore a collar and tie, an achievement which used
to be looked upon by Europeans as a sign that the Indian
wearer must clearly be westernised. On noticing the
new summer fashions adopted by Durban's business men
to counteract Durban's summer humidity he remarked
that he must be behind the times. The European male in
Durban is just beginning to rid himself of the collar and
tie and adopt the open-neck shirt effect. "If this goes on
I'll never catch up," said Kajee, tightening the bow of
the "Paisley" he was wearing.
64

'

·'.

,_,
0

r

~;

1---

Kajee dressed was a better figure of a man than Kajee
in his shorts. On his travels he often found himself in
charge of some inexperienced person making a trip to
Capetown or Johannesburg. It might be a small boy or
a timid lady in semi purdah. A boy of nine turned up at
the station one day. Kajee put him to bed in his compartment, and, after reading a while, and thinking the
boy was asleep, prepared for bed himself, being strangely
shy of undressing in the presence of others. As he pulled
his vest over his head, the boy, watching him, surprised
him with the question "Mr. Kajee, what for are you so
like a baboon?" Kajee had the shoulders of a swimmer
and was as hairy and matted as an ape.
He lived quietly and well, and was served by one
native servant, John, who came to him early in his life
and stayed with him to the end. Between Kafee and
John there was an understanding and affection which,
though not uncommon between masters and servants in
South Africa, was still a wondrous thing. Indians as a
rule do not inspire life-long affection in their native
servants. Fewer Europeans do now than did half a century ago. If a man is never a hero to his valet, he can
sometimes be more than a friend and the valet more
than a servant. John knew more about Kajee than any
man alive, and John was the only person in the world
with whom Kajee would never get angry, and for whom
he would always find excuse at native peccadillo. John
might come home drunk. Kajee would say, "John's been
giving it a bang?" as if in memory of the days when he,
too, "gave it a bang". Drunk or sober, John was at his
beck and call, as nurse, cook, waiter and between-maid.
Kajee's morning ablutions took a long time. There
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much the result was Swami Bhawani Dayal also put his
shoulders to the work and in 1938 the Natal Indian Congress held its first Conference. Both Mr. Bull Goordeen
and Swami Dayal were just propaganda men bu't the
whole clerical work fell on my shoulders and I did my
work much more than Mr. Kajee expected to receive.
I was paid at that time £ 1.0.0 a week. One day I left
him and started at Kazi's Agencies-he then sent Bull
Goordeen and brought me back and offered me 25/- a
week and I then got stuck to him against all odds. I was
offered many jobs by several people who opposed his
political thoughts but I refused to desert him. Mr. Kajee
saw that my work was good so he asked me to take on
the work of the South African Indian Congress also and
that organisation too began to wake up from its sleep as
after eight years it held its 16th session in Johannesburg
in 1943 (the last was in 1935). When we shifted from
Grey Street to Albert Street in 1941, my work was not
only politics but also work for his business, because all
the work was performed in his office irrespective of
politics, business, or whatever subject he may be interested in.

would be people waiting for him while he was still
asleep. Once dressed he stuck a neat handkerchief into
his breast pocket, sprinkled Eau de Cologne 4711 over
his shoulders, and went into breakfast.
It was at the office he showed the least-pleasing side
of his character. At times nobody could do anything
right for him, not even the tongue-tied and confidential
personal and political clerk whom he rescued in 1935
during the Falkirk Iron Company strike.
The clerk, Mr. Govender, put it like this:
"Through the recommendation of the Labour D~partment several Indians and myself secured work m the
factory. The pickets asked us not to take on the work as
it would mean robbing them.
.
"I was interested in public work and knew Mr. KaJee
as a politician. I approached him wit~ ~he idea of enlisting his aid to secure a job through his influence as he
knew all those connected with commerce.
.
"One day I went straight into his private office at
175 Grey Street and explained my mission. I explained
that I can't hear too well and he took the trouble to
write out questions. I believe that he w_as satisfie~ an?then asked me to write out my application and brmg it
with me the next day. I followed his instruction and
after reading my letter he gave me a file of politic~l
papers (His pending file) and asked me to :E;>Ut them m
order of subjects, sequence and dates. I did what he
asked and then he said I could start the next day. That
was the beginning.
"The Natal Indian Congress was on the rocks at the
time. The community was divided over Sir Raza Ali:s
marriage but obtained a room from Mr. S. J. Randeria
behind Dr. Seedat's surgery and opened an office for the
Natal Indian Congress. His friend Mr. Bull Goordeen
then joined us and both himself and myself set ~bout
working for the Natal Indian Congress and we did so
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"Mr. Kajee was a very cute and shrewd man where
money was concerned. If one sought an increase we must
beg for it a dozen times. At times he was generous for
often he would dig his hands into his pocket and a £ 1
or 10/- tip at a time would not matter to him. To work
for him a man must be like a machine and he was a
ruthless exploiter. One must work for him day and night
and on top of that on Saturday afternoons and Sundays
too. In my twelve years service for him I only had ONE
holiday for 10 days in 1941. He couldn't just part with
a good worker.
.~,
::::t''..

"If there was any important work to do he would pay
my expenses and take me to Pretoria, Pietermaritzburg,

Johannesburg and Capetown. This was the case with
other good workers too."
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Govender became Kajee's PooBah. Govender served
him in the office as the Zulu John served him in the
kitchen, but without receiving the benefits of excuse for
misdemeanour.
Kajee was a magnificent swearer. His English curses
shot through the office and rose in rich cresendo if anything went wrong. And something was always going
wrong, in Kajee's opinion. At his every departure on
politics or business his office staff sighed with relief. It
was only because his departures were frequent that his
clerks could stand the racket and his confounded charm.
There was a bug in his brain that ate him up with the
idea that he was always being robbed and that all his
employees, his sons and his nephews and the rest of
them, "were a bunch of. . . . idiots". They couldn't spell,
they couldn't type, they couldn't file, they wasted his
time, they wasted his money,-"just a bunch of ....
rogues".
To the outsider it was grand fun.
To the slightly deaf Govender all this came through the
sign language of having papers chucked at him, and of
scribbled notes across his work and on odd bits of paper,
all of which the clerk filed with the same care that he
filed his employer's documents. The aggrieved Govender,
working night and day, would go back to his desk, sometimes sorrowful, sometimes maddened, and type out an
answer. Kajee was invariably sorry. "If I can't swear
at my friends," he used to say, "who can I swear at?"
Kajee: (scribbing across a letter) "This is nonsense-If
Charles is a fool, is it necessary for you to be
an idiot?"
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Clerk: "Then Mr. Kajee is a fool too because he gave
the instructions."
Kajee: (writing) "It would appear that you want to
destroy me! I am an impatient man."
"Don't be so sensitive."
"I appreciate it-you are dealing with idiots."
"You must just go on to the end, we all must."
"I'll try and get you 25 shillings."
"Why should I have to put up with blind, deaf
and dumb idiots?"
Clerk: "Mr. Kajee don't like trade unions."
"I have always made allowances for your weakness with your temper."
"We all can't expect to be in Mr. Kajee's shoes
or to be gifted with his brains."
"You simply scratch good work and in the end
when your theory is compared with mine it all
comes to the same fact."
Kajee: "I'm sorry."
"I realise that."
Kajee's desk had a glass top. Every morning when he
sat down before it, he found new cuttings of quotations
under the glass put there for his admonition.
"A man cannot be a Muslim till his heart and tongue
[are so."
"The Islam of the heart is its purity;
and the Islam of the tongue is the withholding it from
[fruitless words."
From "The sayings of Muhammed".
"Kindness is a mark of faith
and whoever hath not kindness hath no faith."
"One learned man is harder on the devil
than a thousand ignorant worshippers."
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"A woman may be married by four qualifications:
one on account of her money;
another on account of the nobility of her pedigree:
another on account of her beauty;
The fourth on account of her virtue.
Therefore look out for a woman that hath virtue:
But if you do it from any other consideration,
your hands are rubbed with dirt."
"Sayings of Muhammed".
"Anger is a wind which blows out the lamp of the mind."
But for all this Kajee could make amends. He appreciated the days and nights his personal clerk put into the
political struggle, and realised that he could never have
done what he did without the donkey-work of this man,
who, on his part, assumed a sort of political oversight
of his movements. Some serious letters and telegrams
passed between them dealing with important questions.
Kajee was always sensible enough to reply appreciatively
of the interest taken. At the same time, Kajee could
strip a clerk, or even a son, of his manhood by dressing
him down in front of friends or strangers. Like the Irishman he was up in a moment in consuming anger and
down the next in contrite apology. His contrition was at
times pitiful. "I'm sorry. Forgive me."
It had always been the custom of Indian leaders to
carry on their political work in their business premises.
Until recently there was no separate Congress office.
Because of this, Congress affairs became too personal
and there was always a danger that the files were not
available to interested people. Kajee retained his authority over these files to an extent that infuriated many
Indians. He did so for one reason that once they escaped
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his care they would be lost altogether. Indeed, had he
not kept the Congress library of files and cuttings, no
records at all would have been preserved.
Repeated mention has been made of the way in which
Kajee mixed politics with his business, to the advantage
of both but to the great disadvantage of his clerks who
were burdened with more work than any trade union
would permit. (Whereas Kajee was a supporter of trade
unions in principle he discouraged his own employees
from joining one.) It wasn't as if all his clerks were
allied to the cause he had at heart. Some of them were
on the other side, and he often suspected that they took
information to his enemies to be issued against him.
"Damned communists," he called them.
1
Indian business houses employ young people on a differ!
ent basis from that of European houses. An Indian will
I.
willingly let his son work in a business house for six
months without pay, merely to learn the business, and
this is apt to create in the minds of some Indian employers, though not all, a niggardly attitude towards
remuneration. So many Indian merchants having been
through the mill themselves think it a good thing. The
self-made man is the hardest of task masters, and Kajee
''·could be a P h a r a o h in setting the tasks of making
bricks without straw.
I ,,&,c...,. Kajee's obsession with making money and gaining
power often burned up his better self. His ambition was
r~ a furnace fired and blown to a white heat that scorched
r • his employees. There were no hours that he would not
! ' ~ work himself, and none that from the very first he did
, a; not expect and obtain work from his clerks. His first
'.~. clerks when he opened his small office at 175 Grey

t~:
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Street, Durban-Harry and Maganlal-often slept on the
floor in two hour shifts during the strenuous periods of
political activity and business. He was only a few years
older than either, and he got more out of both than any
employer has a right to expect. Harry was one of the
few Indians who could type, and came in useful in Congress work in the early days, while Maganlal concentrated on the "brokerage" business. Loyalty can go no
further than Harry Naidoo went for Kajee or much
further than Maganlal who finally started in his own
business with the legacy of Kajee training behind him.
It was not only with his employees that this Pharaohlike tasksetting was used. His close friends knew him,
but he could be as bad with them as with his clerks,
expecting them to wait upon him and carry out his
biddings. Such was the affection they bore him they did
so. They were not blind to his weaknesses. Asked to
explain why they served him they could not answer.
He attracted service. He was the sort of person people
could not keep away from, even when they disliked him.
He had magic in him-sometimes it was black magic.
His office was as wide open as his house. All sorts of
people came to him in distress. A never-ending importunity was his lot. He enjoyed it. As a result there were
always scores of hangers-on at the office and at Ryde
Avenue. They were not all Indians. Many of them were
Europeans. In his youth he had made the mistake of
believing that all Europeans who hung upon his words
and who slept at his home were not only friends of his
but friends of the Indian cause. It was possible to be
a friend of Kajee and yet be an enemy of Indians but he
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couldn't understand this at first, nor distinguish between
friends and enemies among Europeans.
At his funeral there was not to be seen one European
who could be looked upon as a life-time friend. There
were a few European officials representing various public
bodies who held him in distant affection. The European
friends of his youth were not there, except one. The
many deserted him, even as during the years so many
Europeans have deserted the Indian cause which they
once served. Kajee was not unmindful as he grew up to
adulthood of those Europeans who were the friends of
his youth. He showed them many a kindness. He raised
one or two of them to a rung in the ladder from which
they shot upwards to some political success and certainly
to some economic independence. It will be said, it is
said, that his friendship with them-gained for him many
a business and political advantage. In some cases this
was undoubtedly true, but to scores his generosity was
unselfish and charitable. If the European public often
cursed him, some of its public men had reason to bless
him.
Relations between these Europeans and Indians are
interesting. Today very few Europeans take an active
interest in Indian affairs and certainly no city councillors exist as there once did who are prepared to stand
up for Indians. Before 1924 when, in Ward 4 of Durban
Municipality, a sufficient number of Indians possessed
the Municipal franchise to be a decisive factor in local
elections, no European could get into the City Council
without the help of Indians. If Indians voted as a bloc
they could put their European choice into the Council,
and they did. They put Sidney Smith, a mere youth, no
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older than Kajee, who had a barber's shop, and Sidney
later became Mayor of Durban and rose to the Senate,
as one of the best brains the Durban Municipality ever
had. They put others in, some not so good as Sidney
Smith, whom they regretted putting in. They discovered
that the type of man they put in was far from being as
able as the type of man they put out. This had some•
thing to do with the determination of Mr. C. F. Clarkson,
who was then a member of the Natal Provincial Council,
and who later became Senator Clarkson and a Cabinet
Minister, to abolish the Indian Municipal franchise altogether. Towards many of these men Kajee showed
a generous friendship, and some of them rewarded him
not only by forgetting him but also by spurning him
and the Indian cause.
In those days in Ward 4, if nowhere else, candidates
for the City Council had to cultivate Indians. Today no
one who shows any care for the political welfare of
Indians has a hope of getting into the Council. Candidates must vie one with another in vituperation of
Indians. He whose language and intention is the most
vituperative wins every time and hands down. For
Europeans who come into close contact with them
Indians prove a stepping stone to success or a sliding
avalanche to perdition and ostracism.
There is much more that needs explaining about
Kajee's friends and the European friends of other Indian
leaders. There was some excuse for Kajee's choice of
friends in his youth. It was only a certain type of European from whom he could draw his friends. They were
a mixed lot enjoying what hospitality he could provide
and the help he could give to further their political and
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their business interests. Although the Municipal vote
was abolished in 1924, those who possessed it at that
date remained on the electoral roll, and for years afterwards Indians had to be reckoned with during election
campaigns. Kajee and his gang of Indian associates did
more than see to it that Indian voters voted for their
European choice. They worked slavishly for their candidate, often financed him, did the committee-room
work, put his election posters up and tore his opponent's
election posters down. In addition, as many an Indian
recalls with a smile, if there was any doubt about the
outcome of the election they saw to it that the names, on
the roll of voters', of Indians who had died since the
printing of the roll were represented by suitable live
Indian substitutes. How could the polling booth officials
know whether Applesammy was dead, or whether the
Naidoo that took his place and made his cross against
the chosen candidate was not Applesammy alive. No one
knew then, no one knows now, which is Applesammy
and which is Naidoo, who was Mutt and who was Jeff,
who was Flotsam and who was Jetsam, and which was
..
which. It was a lark played on the Mayor and Corporation. There is irony in the thought that some considerable and popular public careers have been made by the
votes in Indian dead-mens' shoes-a European phoenix
as it were, rising from some wretched Indian's ashes!
That is one side of the matter. There are others. There
-·
were Europeans who fell foul of Kajee and his friends.
As he grew up he saw some of these hangers•on for what
· ,' they were. The worst of them, angered for one reason or
-other, left him, turned to hate him as person, and then
projected their hatred of him into a hatred of all Indians.
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Many Indian leaders know how they themselves have
been similarly treated, and how their European one-time
cronies have turned upon them and become the worst of
racialists. No European says of Indians what many Gentiles say of Jews that they cannot hate them because
they have so many friends among them. The habit of
projecting hatred of the individual into hatred of the
whole race is one of the unhappy features of Indo-European relations in South Africa. And Kajee inspired much
individual hatred in men whose friendship was motivated
by no more than what they could get out of him.
It may be that, looking at the long list of Europeans
who at one time or another associated with Kajee and
with the Indian cause, and who came to reject Kajee and
to repudiate the Indian cause, the new leaders of the
Natal Indian Congress have been persuaded into a reluctance to welcome the interest of Europeans in their
affairs. Whatever the reason, and suspicion of European
intentions is surely one of them, the present officials of
Congress are wary of allowing unproved Europeans into
their discussions. Only the avowed leftist is now welcome among them. Congress leaders prefer to fight alone
rather than to risk the treachery of European politicians.
There is no doubt that Kajee gained much from his
association with European minor politicians. These early
electioneering days were full of rough and tumble, ana
Kajee learnt much about local affairs by active co-operation with candidates for municipal honours. To be able
to dictate and organise these candidates and their campaigns gave him confidence and personal satisfaction. In
those days for an Indian outside trade to participate with
Europeans in their affairs was unusual. It pleased Indian
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vanity. Now-a-days young Indian politicians despise
such emotions and satisfactions, and are very right in
doing so.
Kajee addressed Europeans in any position of authority as "Sir". No one can be quite sure whether in his
use of this he was as sincere as he might have been.
There was always a feeling when so addressed that he
was to follow it by some request which might put a
strain on the regulations. He explained this habit of his.
He used to say that it was a good thing to give the
impression at the other end of the telephone that an
insignificant Indian held the European in good respect.
It did no harm to make the European feel a big man, and
it might do much good, a view with which no one can
quarrel. But it was always amusing to hear Kajee switch
from dictatorial anger with his staff to telephonic obsequiousness to some petty European officials. He probably
knew what he was doing. Indeed the proof of the "sirring" lies in the smoothness with which Kajee got things
done, and with which he moved about the country.
Few Europeans could resist his courtesies. But let any
European try to "put one across" him, and he could use
the "sir" with a different implication, and meet the
attempt with the quickened faculties he reserved for
business deals. He was a sharp customer who between
he law and cunning could beat Kajee to the draw,
ough there were one or two Indians who recite with
outhwatering relish the story of their victories over
· . Their very recitals are proof of his shrewdness.
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CHAPTER6

IN the middle thirties a case came before the Courts in
which a European man avowed that he would marry
a Native woman with whom he had been living for more
than twenty years. He stated that the land owned by
him had already been made over to the woman in his
will. The man and the woman were sentenced under the
Immorality Act, the man to six months and the woman
to three months. There were two children of the marriage. In justifying the sentence imposed the Magistrate
said that it was directed to break the alliance between
the man and the woman, and he had every hope that the
total change from present surroundings would "kindle
the inherent spark of loyalty to his (the man's) national
instincts" and lead him to a better life.
Mixed marriages and miscegenation are common to
frontier societies. The Indian community in South Africa
is remarkably free from them. There are very rare cases
of marriages between Indians and Europeans within the
country. They are forbidden by law in the Transvaal
and the Free State, but before the Mixed Marriages Act
of 1949 they were permissible in Natal and the Cape
Province. The number of these marriages performed
between 1925 and 1934 was 33 in the Cape and six in
Natal. In the single year 1934 there were three in the
Cape and Natal combined.
A question that was continually arising between 1930
and 1940 was the manner in which Indians, who, at the
time, were forbidden from owning land in the Transvaal,
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could evade the law by marrying a European or a Malay
and owning land in the name of their wives. It was a
regular thing for Nationalist M.P's to raise the question
in Parliament and to call for inquiries into the extent to
which the prohibition of ownership of land by Asiatics
in the Transvaal was overcome by means of these marriages. There was a public outcry, too, against the employment of Europeans by Asiatics and a demand that
the government should check both practices. The Government was awkwardly placed. General Hertzog was Prime
Minister in a Coalition Ministry. The Cabinet consisted
of an equal number of the followers of General Hertzog
and of General Smuts. It contained men of such opposed
upbringing and background as Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr and
Mr. Oswald Pirow. It showed differences almost as great
as those between the Calvinist and the Communist,
between the Afrikaner doctrine crystallised in the statement, "there shall be no equality between black and
white in church or state" and the Victorian declaration
"all men shall be considered equal before the law".
The introduction of a private bill sponsored by General
J. J. Pienaar, a United Party member,-the Prohibition
of Mixed Marriages Bill-threw the Government into
confusion. The Bill provided that no European shall contract a valid marriage with an Asiatic or Native in the
Union. It did not include marriages between Europeans
and Cape Malays and other coloured persons, but it placed
the onus of proving race upon the parties to marriage.
The Bill was an attempt to modify a previous proposal
sponsored by two Nationalists designed to prevent marriages between Europeans and any Coloured person, a
proposal that met with such opposition all over the
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country that General Pienaar chose to divert attention
purely to Indians and Natives.
Introducing the Bill General Pienaar said that its main
object was to remove the anomaly between the marriage
and the immorality laws. What the immorality law forbade was made legal by the marriage laws outside the
Transvaal. The Bill aimed at preventing the mixture of
blood in South Africa. All races in South Africa should
welcome it, for it would protect all alike. There were
individuals in every race who did not respect the tradition that their race should be kept pure. They were
usually the least worthy representatives of their race,
and for that reason alone a mixed marriage was undesirable. Still less worthy was the generation born of such
marriages, and they were recognised neither by the Europeans, the Asiatics or the natives. "Theirs was indeed
a tragedy."
It was in the debate on this Bill that the late Mr. J. H.
Hofmeyr delivered what is looked upon as one of his
greatest speeches. A question such as this lay itself
open to all manner of mis-interpretations and distortions.
Whenever Mr. Hofmeyr spoke on race relations his words
were given a meaning so contrary to his intention that
they became completely unrecognisable.
"This is unnecessary legislation," he declared. "It is
dishonouring legislation. It is legislation that is unworthy -of this. House and this. nation.. I ask the House
to look at it soberly and dispassionately and not be mislead by any false exploitation of sentiment."
There was another attack upon the honour of the
Indian community in the White Womens' Employment
Restriction Bill. This Bill proposed to forbid Asiatics
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from employing European women except under Ministerial authority. The proposal was a direct affront to
Indians, for though Asfatics described the race to which
the Bill referred, Japanese nationals were excluded. The
reason for this was that an agreement existed between
South Africa and Japan to facilitate an exchange of trade.
A select committee was appointed to examine the proposed legislation. On it Mr. Hofmeyr served as Chairman.
It quickly became evident during the hearings of the
select committee that Mr. Hofmeyr and Mr. Derbyshire
were in the minority. The proceedings were followed
with rising interest in the country. An anti-Asiatic storm
was at its height, and it looked as if the Prime Minister
might be carried away by it. Both he and Mr. Pirow
were persuaded that the select committee would produce
a Bill acceptable to Parliament and public, and that soon
no white girl would be in the employ of an Asiatic.
Rumours of a Cabinet split were head-lined in the newspapers.
Commenting in a leading article entitled "What a
Travesty", the Natal Mercury described the Bill "as the
most ridiculous essay in tin-pot law-making ever to be
attempted by the Platteland jurists of this country", and
went on, "perhaps the most blatant piece of cynicism
in the matter is the exemption accorded to Japanese
nationals because a trade agreement happens to exist
between the two countries. It is reported that the lobby
is inclined to treat the Bill with contempt, but it must
not be forgotten that the Prime Minister was prepared
to risk a Cabinet crisis in order to countenance its
drafting."
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At the time of the Mixed Marriag es Bill and of the
White Womens ' Employ ment Restrict ion Bill, Kajee was
in almost complet e control of Congres s affairs in Natal
and was the driving force of the South African Indian
Congress. Another champio n was the late Mr. S. M. Nana.
Their approac h to this legislati on was probabl y the best
piece of work they ever did together , and probabl y for
Kajee the most successf ul defence of the Indian commun ity in Natal for which he was responsible. At the end
of this work, and after two bills had been withdra wn,
Sir Raza Ali, the Agent General for India, issued a public
statemen t, in which, after paying tribute to Mr. Hofmey r
for his sustaine d defence of principle , went on to describe "the highly valuable work done by the South
African Indian Congress, the statistic s collected by which
came as an eye-ope ner to all impartia l people and exposed the true nature of the cry of "wolf". I felt proud
of Mr. Kajee and Mr. Nana, the spokesm en of the South
African Indian Congres s before the select committ ee.
In any country which did not deny the equality of opportunity to its citizens they would probabl y have been
returned to parliame nt."
"In my judgeme nt," he went on, "the lesson to be
drawn from recent events is of very great importa nce to
the future of this country. It is the need of finding means
which would enable an Indian to rise to his full stature."
The amount of materia l collected by the secretar ies of
the South African Indian Congress, the organisa tion of
evidence, and the care with which it was tested and
collated reflected immens e credit upon the two Indian
spokesmen. No commun ity can claim that their case
could be better advance d or the issues involved be more
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clearly stated It is true that the bare facts carried conviction to any one not obsessed by racial bigotry, but the
days were so charged with emotion that facts were the
last things to appeal to the public. It was only by the
interven tion of Kajee during the evidence before the
select committ ee that the Prime Minister was persuad ed
to withdra w these Bills. Even then General Hertzog did
so against a backgro und of jeers from the follower s of
Dr. Malan.
Kajee was always emphasi zing that distincti on must
be made between a principl e he accepted as a basis for
public conduct and the statutor y impositi on of such a
principl e discrimi nating against his own or any other
race. He did not believe in the desirabi lity of mixed
marriage s, though he had no particul ar moral objectio n
to them. He realised that in a country like South Africa
the children of such marriag es are placed at a serious
disadvan tage, being heirs to an environ ment which more
often than not led to their deterior ation. He made his
points quite clearly before the Commission, and in answer
to a question he gave his assuranc e that Indians through out the country would rather dismiss Europea n women
and girls in their employ than submit to legislati on forbidding such employm ent. He said "Person ally I would
go so far as to say that we as Indians would consider
a proposa l to dismiss our Europea n employees, but we do
not want to be insulted by having this legislati on inflicted upon us. We would rather do it voluntar ily."
This was one of Kajee's persona l assuranc es. His habit
of speaking for his commun ity on his own judgmen t of
them and at his persona l discretio n has already been
noted. He was not always right in interpre ting Indian
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opinion, but the times he was right were more numerous
than the times he was wrong. Even when he was wrong,
his error was sometimes due not to a mistaken appreciation of the Indian community thought but to an antagonistic reaction which his attitude aroused in some of
his political rivals.
On this occasion he received many letters from many
Indians all over the country protesting that he had sold
the community by saying what he did before the Commission. "There is no need for alarm," he wrote, "I have
not sold the pass. I enclose a copy of the S.A.I.C. memorandum. It speaks for itself. I would like you to read it
carefully."
His assurance was opposed by Mr. Manila! Gandhi's
newspaper Indian Opinion. This newspaper gave a
modest welcome to the principles underlying the Mixed
Marriage Bill and suggested that it was unpatriotic for
Indians to employ white women. This attitude Kajee
could not understand. It cut right across his expectations
of the sticklers for principle, and he explained it by
saying that the protests were directed at him personally.
He insisted that when he spoke like this it was his own
personal opinion "I was speaking personally", he wrote.
Whether personally or otherwise, his opinion and his
assurance was confirmed by the South African Indian
Congress and referred to the Prime Minister, General
Hertzog, who, after deliberation with Members of his
Cabinet and his party caucus, took it up as the way out
of a difficulty.
Well might Kajee write "It has been found to be a
good peg on which the Government hung its way out of
the difficulty. It enabled them to save the faces of
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Ministers like Mr. Pirow who had made definite statements to the public that the Bill would be passed and
placed on the Statute Book. It saved the faces of men
like General Pienaar, Grabler and others.
"Let me tell you that the pressure of two mighty
Governments and a big sacrificing step taken by the
Agent-General, together with our efforts, saved the
honour of India."
"If the community, or at least some idiots among them,
who out of sheer jealousy and hatred condemn the
S.A.I.C.'s action then it will not be long before retribution
overtakes them."
Rising in the House of Assembly, General Hertzog
made a public statement of the Government's intention
of accepting "the Gentleman's Agreement", i.e., Kajee's
assurance, with the South African Indian Congress to
secure by voluntary action the cessation of all employment of the kind to which exception had specially been
taken. The Prime Minister added that acceptance of the
Agreement would be unconditional.
The Executive Committee of the South African Indian
Congress was soon faced with the allegation that this
step was a compromise of principle. It was forced to
issue a statement setting out that "It wished it to be
clearly understood that the declaration of its spokesmen
should not be construed as a compromise or an acceptance in any form of the principle underlying the now. rejected Bills". It called upon Indian employers of female
·,; Jabour to respect the feelings of Europeans and to dispense with the services of their employees.
European girl and women employees were in no mind
io accept such peremptory dismissal. The agitation had
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not started in the offices and the shops and the warehouses of Indian employers European women objected
to being thrown out of work on such flimsy pretexts and
addressed memoranda to Ministers setting out the facts
that their treatment by Indian employers was satisfactory, and that they had no occasion to complain of
molestation or design by Indians under the same roof.
It is doubtful whether there was in the whole country
a genuine case proved of molestation of European girls
by their Indian employers, or any advances which could
be looked upon as serious interferences with the "European moral code". This is not to say that Indians are
more moral than members of other races of the same
class. It is to say that they are not more immoral, and
that European women are never in danger with Indians
· unless they want to be.
It would be remarkable if in city life where Indians
and Europeans work in the same establishments, marriages between the two races has never been recorded.
It is still a fact that these marriages are so few that they
arouse attention when they occur.
The problem of miscegenation in South Africa has
nothing to do with Indians. The mixed communities here
are the products of European-African cohabitation. The
extent of Indian-African miscegenation is extremely
small. Indians, Kajee argued, must not be blamed or
humiliated for the follies of others. Even in those cases
where it was alleged Indians had married Europeans, he
pointed out it, was not always possible to prove the s·o
called European was in fact a European. Many coloured
people pass as Europeans.
The care with which Kajee searched the records all
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over the country for proof of such marriages was recognised by every one connected with the proposed legislation. There was a case in which he had collected an
affidavit relating to an alleged marriage which was
recorded in the evidence laid before the Commission of
Inquiry. Later the affidavit proved to be false. Kajee
went to unprecedented lengths to discover the truth
about the matter in order to correct the error and give
the evidence of the South African Indian Congress a
fool•proof value.
In the ordinary course of conducting the case for the
South African Indian Congress, Kajee wrote personal
letters to almost every member of Parliament, interviewed the leaders of the parties, and led delegations to
meetings such as that of the Labour Party caucus to
which Indians had been invited after Kajee had made
the most urgent representations to Labour leaders like
Senator Briggs. Where he made no personal approach
by letter or by interview, he sent telegrams.
His work did not stop at importuning European public
men. The Indian community itself had to be educated
both in the implications of the Bill and on the nature of
the assurance given by Congress upon which the Prime
Minister made his decisions to withdraw the legislation.
Mass meetings were held in Indian centres throughout
the country and Indian employers requested to dismiss
their European employees.
Between the two, Kajee and his colleagues were placed
in an uncomfortable position. Having won the case with
the Government, it became necessary to win the case
with the Indians. Indian leaders were always "in the
middle"; this time between the unctuous moral rectitude
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of Europeans and the pinpoint principles of Indians.
Indian Congress work must be among the least fruitful work in the world. An agitation arises on the slightest
pretext. A Press campaign or merely a Press report of
the agitation whips it into a nation-wide issue. Nobody
bothers about the facts or is concerned about the truth.
The two Bills under review were remarkable for the ease
with which it is possible to conjure up an Indian menace.
While the agitation was in progress, there was a protest
by certain European women about the disgrace of being
served in Indian shops by Indian men. The same women,
no doubt, took part in the objections to the employment
of European girls in the shop. Such are the curious
contradictions of race antagonisms. Indians can do
nothing right vis-a-vis Europeans. Indian leaders can do
nothing right vis-a-vis their rivals.
To every agitation Kajee brought his best answer.
The Indian defence was always the same. It was to
collect the facts, meet the Commission of Inquiry that
was always appointed, stump the country, approach the
Ministers, write memoranda, answer the questions and
await the result. The upshot of all the work in the case
of the two Bills was that they were shelved. The Gentleman's Agreement was forgotten after a few months.
The subject would be revived after a few years when
there was need for it. For the time being, Kajee could
close the file entitled "The Mixed Marriages Bill",Tookthrough the Congress treasurers'· statement of expenses,
wait for the statement from the post office detailing his
telephone, telegram, and cable expenses, run his hands
through his hair, put his elbows on his desk, and exclaim
"My Gawd".
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A few questions in the House of Assembly, a headline
in a newspaper, a rumour in the streets could cost Con•
gress hundreds of pounds and Kajee a year's salary.
A question was asked in Parliament as to how things
were working out and was answered with a casualness
which suggested that the public had forgotten what
things were to be worked out.
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CHAPTER 7

IN 1942, a strike was called at the Dunlop rubber factory in Durban The Natal Rubber Workers' Union had
been organised in 1939. This Union opened its membership to European, Indian and Native workers in the industry. This open membership was significant as an
example of co-operation between workers of various
races. Trade unionism in South Africa has always been
faced with the problem of organization and the relations
between European and non-European workers. In one or
two industries, the representative Trade Union embraces
workers regardless of race. In others are parallel unions,
a union for Indian workers and a union for European
workers.
The strike at the Dunlop rubber factory was called
as a result of the alleged refusal of the Company to grant
allowances to two hundred of their employees who were
away on active service. There were other matters causing
dissatisfaction. The strikers insisted that a "yellow
union" had been formed with the encouragement of the
Company. The organizer of this "yellow union", it was
said, was given every opportunity by the Company's
officials to organize the workers, and to use the Company's time and office staff for the work of this Union.
A hundred and fifty Indian workers were put off "on
the pretext of a rubber shortage". According to the strike
committee "the campaign of victimisation came to head
when thirteen Indian workers were dismissed on the
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grounds that their positions were reserved for men who
returned from active service".
Five hundred Indians and Africans downed tools and
were charged under the Industrial Conciliation Act and
Masters and Servants Act. European employees did not
take part in the strike, owing in the words of a statement
issued by the secretary of the strike Committee, "to their
peculiar position". They are mostly unskilled workers
and have been recruited from the Platteland and from
low wages and pay conditions." The statement explained
that the European workers were paid comparatively
higher wages, and that Europeans feared to take action
that might prejudice their continued employment.
"Nevertheless, most of the Europeans had informed
the management that unless the strikers were met they
would not return to work after the Christmas holidays."
Kajee came into this dispute as an official of Congress.
Unemployment is a recurrent condition of many Indian
workers. Kajee's attitude to labour disputes and to Indian
employment was based upon the promise of the Cape
Town Agreement of equal pay for equal work, and upon
the--lndustrial Conciliation Acts and Wage determination
Acts on which he was an authority. "Equal pay for
equal work", when it is applied to workers of different
races can have a serious effect upon non-Europeans.
Generally speaking an employer faced with the choice
of dismissing workers all of whom receive the same pay
, · will decide to dismiss an Indian in preference to a European. The Indian's chances of retaining his employment
. at the onset of a depression or in difficult times depend
upon the fact that he is willing to accept a lower wage
than his European fellow. Furthermore, in those indus91

Ttries where equal pay for equal work applies a Europe an
employ er will choose to employ a Europe an rather than
an Indian. These factors influen ce the degree of employ ment among Indian worker s. In a sense they are the
first to be put off and the last to be taken on.
In mixed trade unions there is always a danger of
conflict betwee n Europe ans and Indians on such an
occasion as a strike. An exampl e of this was the case of
the Dunlop strike. Althou gh the solidar ity of trade
unionis ts among Indian worker s has grown to compar e
with that in Britain and elsewh ere, a few years ago the
uncerta inity of his economic situatio n often persuad ed
the Indian worker himself to become a blackleg. Such
was the case during the strike of the Falkirk Iron Works.
The difficul ties of Indian worker s in industr y had their
counte rpart in official attitude s toward s non-Eu ropean
labour. The white labour policy, laid down by the government during the ninetee n twentie s, resulte d in keeping
out of employ ment many Indians and in closing the
channe ls of employ ment to them. Betwee n 1934 and 1938
for exampl e the numbe r of Indians employ ed by the
Railwa y fell from eightee n hundre d to five hundre d and
sixty-tw o, and there was a proport ionate decline in other
Govern ment departm ents. In bad times when Europe ans
are looking for employ ment there is a tendenc y on the
part of various departm ents to provide them with employme nt at the expens e of Indians . In effect Indians
can only look to full employ ment when Europe an employment is under-s upplied .
Europe an worker s are by no means unanim ous in their
official and non-official attitude s toward s non-Eu ropean
labour. One trade union is persuad ed that the salvatio n
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of the white worker rests in the accepta nce into its
membe rship of Indian worker s. Anothe r trade union
believe s that the white worker can be protect ed only by
keeping out the Indian worker . Some trade unionis ts see
in the princip les of equal pay for equal work a practic e
which should be univers al and be free from all conside rations of race. Others incline toward s the emphas is of
race.
What is taking place is the overlap ping of the interes ts
of the Europe an as a worker over his interes ts as a
Europe an. To many the old slogan "worke rs of the wor Id
unite" means more than the defence of the privileg e
contain ed in his racial suprem acy. To many more the
call of race is more import ant than the call to the worker s.
It is this conflic t betwee n race antagon ism and the urge
to the unity of worker s which explain s the absence of
a well-de fined policy among trade unions and which
accoun ts for the fact that what is good in princip le and
practic e in a homoge neous society must be good in principle and bad in practic e in a heterog eneous society.
Like most men, Kajee's politics moved from a youthful enthusi asm for revolut ionary socialism to a steady
conserv atism. A man's politics are almost invaria bly a
functio n of his bank balance . The young Kajee who at
a debatin g society meetin g at Aligar college could offend
the college authori ties, and get himself expelle d by the
virulen ce of his attack upon the British raj, became in
·s latter days the leader of modera te opinion. His conrn, howeve r, for the employ ment and workin g conditns of the Indian commu nity was one of the greater
~passions of his life. His knowle dge of trade unionis m
~as extensi ve, and in South Africa he took part in most
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of the commissions of inquiry appointed to investigate
wages and working conditions. It was one of the functions of the Natal Indian Congress to assume some responsibility for the care of families of unemployed
workers. During a strike this responsibility often entailed the setting up of soup kitchens and large-scale
expenditure. Many will recall the service rendered in
the early nineteen thirties in this direction. It was to
Kajee as the leader of the Natal Indian Congress that
trade unionists often applied for counsel and advice in
their difficulties, and it was to him that they looked
for such intervention as the Natal Indian Congress might
decide upon to sustain their claims.
It was in the field of employment that Kajee's fears
took real shape. Many people have the idea that Kajee's
struggle for political recognition for his community was
an aggressive thrust towards equality with Europeans.
For thousands of Indians politics is a game played by
those who can afford it for their own interests or amusement. The vote means little to the Indian peasant, but
to Kajee it meant a great deal. He was less concerned
with it because it gives a man a sense of pride. He saw
it as a factor in ensuring that this fellows obtained a fair
deal in such things as employment.
One of his fears was that under the political restrictions existing in South Africa there was a danger that
unemployment would be a permanent condition of many
thousands of Indians except in times of war or bounding
prosperity. For this reason he never ceased to insist that
ways should be found to open up new channels of
employment for Indians and to throw open some closed
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channels. Without that he felt that the Indian community, and particularly the Muslim section of it, was
doomed.
Related to his work in these directions Kajee took
a close interest in Indian education. Most of his own
education had been gained by wide reading. Where he
specialised was in those subjects concerned with his own
business and with political affairs. He had a very extensive knowledge, of law, particularly Company law and
Bankruptcy law, as many Indians and Europeans know
who had dealings with him. Outside these special territories, however, he was extremely well informed in many
branches of human affairs, and about the only blanks in
his mind were music and art, in which he showed little
interest.
The value of education, however, is almost always an
obsession with those for whom it is difficult to obtain.
His interest then in education was not unique amongst
Indians, for all of them, except the more orthodox relig!ous zealots, seek education for their children as passionately as they seek economic independence for themselves. ~uite apart from any official reluctance or ability
to provide educational facilities for all Indians who
• demand them, there are certain domestic difficulties surrounding Indian children about which Kajee had some
strong views. The education of the orthodox Muslim or
·Hindu has a dual character. In the state-aided Indian
, sch?ol the chi~d is expected to spend the school day
.Jaking the subJects laid down by the provincial depart_: ,ments of education. In addition to this, however, he is
,called upon to take classes in the vernacular and, in the
;~case of Muslims, to learn his religious duties and the
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recitation of the Koran under the direction of a religious
teacher. These classes are sometimes held before the
secular classes begin in the morning, and sometimes after
school in the afternoon. The burden upon the child is
very great, not only restricting his movement, but also
in passing from one type of teacher, the trained professional, to another type of teacher, the religious teacher,
who is often a molvi.
This accounts to a large extent for the fact that the
Indian boy is often two years behind his European fellow
in taking his matriculation.
Though there remains still much to be done, great
progress has been made in Indian education since 1926.
Much of that progress can be placed to the credit of
A. I. Kajee. His opinion, however, on the education of
the Indian child was not one which found favour in the
eyes of older Indians. He considered that Indians could
no longer be brought up within the environment of the
vernacular and that conditions in South Africa did not
permit the identification of education with religion to
the extent observed in India and elsewhere. He was
persuaded that religious exercises should take their place
in the ordinary school curriculum and in the way that
they do for European children, and he was never prepared
to accept the principle that after a day at school an
Indian child should be expected to begin on vernacular
and religious education.
Kajee was instrumental in building, organizing and
managing several state-aided Indian schools. He appeared before innumerable commissions of inquiry, and was
constantly engaged on some educational project. The
work attached to the building of Sastri College fell to
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Ismail A. Kajee
Eldest son of A. I. Kajee, a director of the
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him, and before his death, in co-operation with several
Muslim friends, he was engaged on plans for the building
of an Indian boys' school, an institution which would have
been established in his life time had the local authorities been more actively sympathetic in providing a site.
During the last few years of his life, he established the
Avalon Bursary Fund, which provides financial assistance to suitable young Indian, native, and coloured
students for their school and university education. This
fund was a scheme jointly prepared by him and his
partner in the cinema business, A. B. Moosa. More individually Kajee helped a large number of young people
in manifold ways, from using his influence to place them
in universities abroad, to the purchase of books on entry
into the elementary school. There are many successful
young men in the professions today who owe to A. I.
Kajee the opportunities they have enjoyed in college and
university education. Nor did he confine these interests
to the smaller section, the Muslims. He never neglected
an-opportunity-to -advance the schooling and education
of all sections, and often made a point of including in his
donations institutions doing good work which were not
Indian, and not even non-European.
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CHA PTE R8

DURING the black- out on the night of the 7th Decem ber,
1942, somew here about 10 o'clock, there was a scuffl e
outsid e the Avalo n Theat re in Victor ia Street , Durba n
as the patron s were leavin g after the show. The Avalo n
Theat re was the first cinem a establ ished by Kajee and
his partn er Mr. A. B. Moosa. It is a mode rn buildi ng
situat ed in the centre of the Indian busine ss area and
caters , throu gh the Twen tieth Centu ry Fox-C ircuit, for
non-E urope ans-In dians , Native s, and Colou reds. Victoria street is a busy thorou ghfare . At night it is a parad ing place and rende zvous for hundr eds of non-E urope ans
seekin g the warm th of nightl ights and, in the black- out,
the excite ment of the unusu al.
On the whole orderl y, most of the patron s of the cinem a
on this occasi on were unaw are of a sharp alterc ation on
the pavem ent and disper sed to their homes ignora nt of
the fact that a young Indian , G. H. D. Shaik , had been
stabbe d. The lights had just gone off in the cinem a as he
ran back from the pavem ent to the entran ce where he
collap sed inside the door and begge d anoth er Indian to
stay and help him. The cinem a mana ger teleph oned for
an ambul ance. The woun ded boy was taken to St. Aidan 's
hospit al where , thoug h he receiv ed medic al attent ion, he
died early the follow ing morni ng.
The police invest igatio n fasten ed upon the movem ents
of Adulh aq Kajee , the secon d son of A. I. Kajee , who was
then emplo yed as assist ant projec tionis t in the Theat re.
Statem ents were taken from a numb er of person s who
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were in the vicini ty when the stabbi ng took place. As
soon as he was aware of the suspic ions fallin g upon
him young Kajee surren dered himse lf to the police in
comp any of his lawye r. He was detain ed and later
broug ht before the magis trate at Durba n on three occasions on a charg e of murde r. On Janua ry 5th 1943 the
Publi c Prose cutor gave instru ctions to withd raw the
charg e and to contin ue invest igatio ns. Two or three
.months later he was allow ed to sail for India, the Immigratio n autho rities havin g been advise d by the police that
they had no reason to insist upon withh olding a permi t.
In India young Kajee joined the merch ant marin e and
served in variou s merch antme n plying the Pacifi c ports.
Towa rds the end of the war he reach ed Londo n where he
found emplo ymen t in a cinem a and in part-t ime study.
The failur e of the police to solve the crime led to some
dissat isfacti on in certai n quarte rs. The record s show that
there was in the mind of the police a theory that the
crime was motiv ated by jealou sy over a woma n and that
some suppr ession of eviden ce had been obtain ed. Affidavits were taken from nume rous peopl e witho ut fresh
eviden ce being forthc oming , and nothin g else was heard
of the matte r in public until three years later, when, in
1945, Mr. J. S. Marw ick, then M. P. for Pineto wn, raised
- certain questi ons in Parlia ment. The case was invest
igated for a secon d time with the same result . Later still
renew ed questi ons were put in the House of Assem bly,
and there follow ed a third exami nation by the Police
which led to the applic ation for an extrad ition order
~
against young Kajee in Londo n.
In his questi ons Mr. Marw ick spoke of the extrao rdin• ary condu ct shown in the invest igatio ns of the case and
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demanded to know the name of the officer responsible
for the investigations, as well as the name of the father
of the alleged assailant, his address and occupation. In
the ordinary way a parliamentarian's concern for the correct conduct of police investigations requires no comment.
Part of the function of a member of Parliament is to
watch the interests of justice in cases of this sort, and a
zealous appreciation of responsibilities in this respect has
always been one of Mr. Marwick's claims upon public
esteem.
It happens in this case that Mr. Marwick's questions on an incident which had occurred three years
before and which had been disposed of by the Attorney
'
.
General of Natal, were linked with other questions set
down for the Minister's reply on the same day. At this
time the South African Indian Congress was considering
the advisability of sending a deputation to the San-Francisco Conference to advice the delegates from India upon
the Indian questions in South Africa and to inform delegates of other nations of the plight of Indians in the Union.
Marwick referred to a Press report in which the names of
the Indian delegation were given. He asked the minister
whether the father of the suspect in the Avalon Theatre
stabbing case was included in the list, and whether t~e
police would lodge an objection to the issue of any exit
permit for the father of the suspect to leave the Union
until the investigation of the case had been completed.
By linking the movements of the father to the son's all~ged connection with the stabbing incident, Mr. Marwick
laid himself open to a suspicion that he was attempting
to make capital against Kajee out of the son's situation.
The suspicion was aggravated by the fact that other
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members of Parliament were questioning the Government at the time on the advisability of issuing exit permits and passports to South African Indians for the
purpose of attending the San Francisco Conference. They
felt it was an attempt on the part of local Indians to
influence the governments of other countries to interfere
in the domestic affairs of the Union.
As a member of the Dominion Party, Mr. Marwick was
recognised by Indians as an anti-Indian. He had taken
a leading part in the agitation for protection against
Indian penetration, and was responsible, with his colleagues of the Dominion Party, for the pressure upon the
Government which resulted in the introduction of the
Pegging Bill. It may be that Mr. Marwick's attitude
towards Indians persuaded them that his interest in
the stabbing case at the Avalon Theatre was dictated by
the desire to discredit their leader, Kajee, in the eyes of
the Indian masses as well as to arouse European feeling
against him. One Parliamentarian, referring to this
matter, remarked that Mr. Marwick anxiety seemed to
be to visit the sins of the son upon the father.
Whatever the motive, the effect of Mr. Marwick's
questions in Parliament upon Kajee could not be anything but shattering. He was already suffering from a
sense of political defeat and frustration, added to which
a domestic blow of this kind brought double tragedy and
shame upon him.
He used to say that public opinion should never be
allowed to divert one from a course resting on deliberate
conviction, and that public ridicule and opposition must
be accepted as part of the process through which a leader
eventually triumphed in his cause. In his public utter101

ances, and in the published policy to which he gave his
allegiance, there was never any sign of weakness in the
face of the opposition, European or Indian. Few would
look upon him as a man to whom the constant sustaining
encouragement of his intimate friends was a psychological necessity. Yet such was the case. He was, in fact,
extremely sensitive to the opinion in which he was held,
both by his own community and by those outside it. He
would never, for example, enter a European shop to
make any purchase, fearful of being slighted by some
thoughtless assistant. He gave a lot of his cash to European shops, but his shopping was always done for him
by his friends.
At the same time he had a very strong sense of family
pride, and anything which seemed to touch him through
the actions of his children or through their failure to
attain certain standards of conduct or status overwhelmed him in personal responsibility. He made no allowances.
Like many parents his judgment of his children suggested
that he had forgotten his own boyhood. His family then
was a constant concern to him and the smallest dereliction of one of its members a source of anxiety and sorrow
which he often showed in a ruthless and critical discipline. His personal letters to his children are occasionally
marked by expressions of dismay which suggest that he
expected more from them than any parent is entitled
to demand from his offspring.
The case of Abdulhaq illustrates one or two aspects of
Kajee's character which have a bearing upon his public
work. As a private individual he reacted to the attack
made upon a member of his family as any father possessed of a sense of filial duty would react. He sought
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means whereby his son's position might be fortified.
After Mr. Marwick's questions in Parliament, the Department of Justice, furnished with additional evidence
through officers detailed to probe deeper into the matter
arrested a woman, who, it was alleged, had some connection with the affair. At the same time the authorities
sought to bring Abdulhaq Kajee to South Africa.
The son was arrested in London on a provisional
warrant under the Fugitive Offenders' Act and was
remanded for seven days pending the arrival of the
necessary papers and a police escort from South Africa.
Young Kajee was lodged in Brixton Prison, bail having
been refused.
When this was known Kajee wrote the following letter
to his son:
"My dear Abdulhaq,
This letter will serve to introduce to you Detective
Head Constable. . . . of South African Police, Criminal
Investigation Department, Durban. Mr.
is being
sent to England, to act as an escort in the event of an
extradition order being granted, to accompany you back
to South Africa. You will find Mr.
, in the event
of an order being granted, courteous and considerate, and
I am sure he will show you every consideration in his
power. You, I am sure, will reciprocate by complying
with his lawful requests, and making no unnecessary
difficulties or embarrassments for him of any kind. He
has his duty to do as a police officer, and, of course you
cannot take him into your confidence in any way, and
you must do and say nothing without prior advice from
your legal advisers.
With kind regards,
Yours faithfully,
Before this letter was sent, and, indeed, immediately
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Mr. Marwick's questions had been asked in Parliament,
and before any action had been taken by the Department
of Justice, Kajee indicated through his lawyers that he
was willing to bring back his son at his own expense
to meet the charges against him. No indication was
given of the Minister's attitude to Kajee's offer, though
it was repeated as soon as the decision of the Department
of Justice was made to apply for an extradition order.
Kajee would have preferred that if the boy was to return
to South Africa he should return without the humiliation
of a police escort. At the same time, enraged and dismayed by what he considered to be the result of a political
attack on him by Mr. Marwick and others, he was determined to fight the case in London with all the means in
his power.
There began an exchange of cables and letters between
Kajee and friends in London (among whom should be
mentioned members of the Society of Friends), and
between lawyers in South Africa and England, which
mounted in a few days to bulky personal files. From
them it is possible to glean an idea of the lengths to
which Kajee, the father, went to defeat what he looked
upon as the sinister design of a European politician upon
his own reputation and to defend Kajee, the son, in the
charges made against him.
Young Kajee was charged at Bow Street Police Court
as a fugitive offender. After eleven appearances at Bow
Street during which Mr. Derek Curtiss Bennett, K.C.
the son of Mr. Justice Curtiss Bennett appeared for
young Kajee. The magistrate decided that a case had
been made out and that it was one that should go back
to South Africa. The extradition order, however, was not
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to be executed for fourteen days to allow young Kajee,
if he so wished, to contest the decision in the Higher
Court.
The appeal came before Lord Chief Justice, Lord
.Goddard. It was again in the hands of Mr. Derek Curtiss
Bennett. The argument revolved around the identification of Kajee on a photograph which had been brought
from South Africa, and which at the morning hearing of
the case was not exhibited. The absence of the photograph evoked strong comment from Lord Goddard, and
he directed that an immediate search be made for it at
Bow Street and at the Home Office. When it could not
be procured by the mid-day adjournment, Lord Goddard
adjourned the hearing to give the authorities an opportunity of finding it. It was never found.
"It is shocking that this exhibit should have been lost,"
said Lord Goddard. "It is the one exhibit of importance
in the case and the Court will require some explanation
of what has been happening. It is a very serious charge
--one of murder-and in those circumstances the court
does not propose to continue until that photograph has
been found. The case will be on the list tomorrow and
if it has not been found by then, the respondents will
have to proceed on the footing that it is not before the
Court."
Without the photograph, the application for the extraditon was refused and young Kajee was set free.
Accusations were made by Mr. Marwick in the South
African Parliament of blundering on the part of the
police, and the Natal Mercury, in a short editorial drew
attention "to certain unsatisfactory and disquieting
features of the police handling of this case", and pleaded
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for "a searching inquiry into the police and departmental
side of this whole regrettable affair".
It is a common failing of most people to magnify public
reaction to success and to disaster. Implication in legal
difficulties, either of a domestic or public nature creates
a belief in most men that the whole world is watching
and denouncing them. Even the innocent man, faced
with the publicity of his acts, imagines himself to be the
object of a nation-wide attention. The petty gossip of
which he is aware is enlarged to a wholesale condemnation in his imaginings. When impartial consideration of
the matter would persuade him that the rest of the
world has its own troubles, the intensity of his own
emotions insists that he is being singled out for special
publicity.
Kajee passed through great travail and deep anxiety.
In such a domestic crisis few men can think straight and
make decisions. They are apt to act hastily and to make
the mistakes habitual to the panic-stricken mind. They
are inclined to accept help from all and sundry and
listen to advice from all quarters. They believe that
every man's hand is against them. It is impossible to
enumerate the people, anxiously sympathetic during this
domestic crisis, tendered some advice or took some part
in the countless comings and goings in the interests of
young Kajee.
It is typical of Indians in a position to afford it that
one legal opinion is not enough. In consequence an
extravagant expenditure on attorneys and advocates is
a feature of Indian business. The amount of fees involved
was the monetary reflection of the multiplicity of advices
tendered by his intimate friends. All this added to the
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general confusion and exaggerated the significance of his
son's alleged culpability beyond all sense of proportion.
Young Kajee was a minor at the time of the occurrence.
Guilty or not guilty, he would have had to be tried as
a minor, and it is not unreasonable to assume that his
guilt or innocence would have been assessed with the
integrity which stands out in South Africa as one of the
few abiding bulwarks against political and social tyranny.
Looking back on this episode Kajee was aware of the
wisdom that comes after the event. Judgement is at its
worst when the matter for judgement touches family
honour, and between what to do and what not to do for
the best is often a struggle between heart and head so
painful as to preclude the possibility of wisdom.
An interesting sidelight of the case is to be found in
Kajee's belief that being an Indian he was at the mercy
of European authority which would go out of its way
to put him on the spot. Most Indians are satisfied that if
they are in any sort of trouble involving the police, they
will receive rougher treatment and sterner sentences than
are the experience of Europeans. In this attitude they
lie midway between Natives and Europeans.
Like all Indians Kajee was persuaded that no mercy
- could be expected from Europeans either in thought or
deed. In this, of course, he was hopelessly at fault.
Though the general public takes an avid interest in any
,, sensational case reported in the newspaper, its larger
sympathies go out to victims of disaster. This does not
- _even stop at members or one's own race. Europeans on
. the whole were sorry for Kajee. Their sense of fairplay
was offended, and it is probable that they despised
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extremists who were ready to make political capital out
of his situation.
The disabilities from which Indians suffer in South
Africa are responsible for their suspicious attitude. This
again makes them cunning in their relations with European authorities. A vicious circle is produced. Indians,
it is said have to be watched, and of course they have
to be watched because the laws of the country drive
them into impossible situations. These impossible situations drive them to actions which arouse European suspicions of their business and personal morality.
It is not surprising then, that, when the photograph
was missing in court at the time the case was being tried
before Lord Goddard, same people in South Africa suspected that Kajee in Durban was responsible for spiriting
it away. The loss of the photograph remains a mystery,
but it can hardly be put down to Kajee who was 6,000
miles away, or to his friends in London who were lawyers
in charge of the case, or to any magic or sleight of hand.
That would be to claim for Kajee a degree of cunning
far in excess of his capacity.
The most important feature of this case as far as
Kajee's personal actions are concerned is that at all times
he showed a willingness to bring his son back to South
Africa to stand trial. His letters addressed to the Minister
of Justice, to Senator D. G. Shepstone, and his instructions to his lawyers all bear witness to this willingness.
And in his correspondence to his son the same resolution
is to be found.
In some ways it is unfortunate that the turn of even.ts
prevented bringing the case to absolute finality. The
cloud· under which young Kajee lived threw a deep
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shadow over the father's life. In the years remaining to
him Kajee was never free from anxiety. The whole
affair left a permanent mark upon his mind. When the
news was received that his son was set free, Kajee found
relief in tears and in the hundreds of affectionately
phrased telegrams sent by his friends.
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CHAPTER9

KAJEE was always acutely aware that his Congress was
not recognised officially by the Union Government and
the Government of India. It was important that the
position of Congress vis-a-vis the two Governments
should be satisfactorily clarified. When Sir Rama Rau's
successor, Sir Shafa'at Ahmed Khan arrived in South
Africa, Kajee had several talks with him on the general
question of Indian unity and on the more particular issue
of the recognition of the Natal Indian Congress. Sir
Rama Rau had refused any such recognition, the advice
of his Government, pointing to the legal opinion of
Mr. Graham Mackeurtan, K.C., and Mr. A. Milne that
the amalgamation with the Colonial-born Indian Settlers'
Association was legal, that there had been a complete
merger of the two bodies into the one new body, with
the extinction of the identity of the two old bodies. In
effect, this meant that the Natal Indian Congress was
defunct.
The Congress answer, which, of course, was Kajee's
answer, insisted that the Agent General would be well
advised not to be unduly influenced by legal points, and
they were probably based on a one-sided story. Kajee
too took legal advice and received the assurance "from
equally able counsel" that no constitutional merger of
the two bodies had taken place. He informed the AgentGeneral that whatever counsel might say about the Congress having no members it remained a fact that the
membership roll contained 2,000 names in Durban and
1,500 names in the branches.
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Refusing to concede Kajee's point, Mr. Rama Rau
admitted that "it is open to you and your supporters to
constitute yourselves into a new body, if you should
desire to do so". While deploring the existence of two
rival organisations he would be quite prepared to consider impartially the possibility of working with such a
body. "But he added the warning that active assistance
can, of course, be given only to those who work in agreement with the policy of the Government of India whom
he (The Agent General) represented in this country".
In his letter the Agent-General reminded Kajee that he
was present at the amalgamation meetings which resulted in the formation of the Natal Indian Association.
This, wrote Kajee, "cannot by any stretch of imagination
make right what was obviously wrong". As for the point
the Agent-General raised about giving assistance only to
those who work in agreement with the policy of the
Government of India Kajee emphasised that that is what
Congress had already done. This policy, he maintained,
was expressed within the four corners of the Capetown
Agreement.
This was one of those occasions when Kajee believed
that the -:'-gent-General, Mr. Rama Rau and his secretary,
Mr. S. Ridley, had a personal grudge against him which
they showed by a refusal to consider the recognition of
., : his Congress.
The non-recognition of Congress became a personal
~
~ont.. It affe:ted Kajee's amour-propre and anything
which did that infuriated him beyond measure. He could
ot remain calm in the knowledge that his political rivals
ere :ecognised by Delhi when he was not, and he looked
an msult upon the diplomatically-couched phraseology
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of the Agent-General's letters repeating the Government
of India's decision.
Sir Shafa'at Ahmed Khan came imbued with the
hope that he might achieve what his predecessors had
failed to achieve, the unity of Indians in South Africa.
Sir Shafa'at Ahmed Khan was a man of very different
temper from Sir Rama Rau. Most of his life had been
spent in the field of education. He was a brilliant scholar,
a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, and an authority
on various aspects of Indian culture. He was less a
diplomat than many of those he followed, and at times
was guilty of rather clumsy approach to his ambassadorial
functions. His opinion 'Of Indian leaders in South Africa,
and indeed of the whole Indian community, was not_
very high. His relations with the Union Government
were never very happy, and there was a time when he
was not persona grata with the Ministry in power.
The situation of the Indian community when he arrived was about as bad as it could be. By this time, as a
gesture to India's valiant part in the war against the
Nazis, the Smuts Ministry had raised the status of the
Government of India's representative from that of AgentGeneral to that of High Commissioner. Mr. Rama Rau
was so honoured, and Sir Shafa'at Ahmed Khan followed as the second Indian High Commissioner in the Union.
If h:is relations with_the :Unfon Government-were at
times strained, much credit must go to Sir Shafa' at for
a shrewd approach to the difficulties that beset- local
Indians in their politics and their public affairs. It took
some months but he was finally successful in persuading
the Government of India to give de-facto recognition to
the Natal Indian Congress though he always insisted that
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the Natal Indian Association should have first claim as
the legally and officially-recognised political organisation. This de facto recognition was a step forward in
Kajee·s policy of re-establishing himself as a leader of
the community. It would simplify his approach to the
Union Government.
The Minister of the Interior, Mr. H. G. Lawrence,
showed no inclination to give Congress the authority
which Kajee claimed for it. Kajee was anxious to disabuse Mr. Lawrence's mind of any impressions left that
interference with the work of the Lawrence committee
had been part of Congress policy, and several letters
were written setting out a defence of the position of
Congress. Except for official acknowledgement Mr.
Lawrence preferred to negotiate solely with the Natal
Indian Organisation.
Baulked in this approach, Kajee went to Mr. J. H.
Hofmeyr, and set out the position to him, writing later to
ask Mr. Hofmeyr to use his influence with Mr. Lawrence
that Congress might be recognised by the Government.
Before anything could be done on these lines a situation
had arisen which destroyed the need for them. Other
things demanded attention. A most serious threat to the
whole position of Indians in Natal and the Transvaal
relegated small domestic matters to the background.
For the events leading up to it it is necessary to go back
a year or two to the time when in 1937 Mr. Stuttaford
was Minister of the Interior. The centre of gravity of
Indian politics then lay in the Transvaal There, a certain
section of the Europeans instituted a campaign urging
upon the government to introduce restrictions on property transactions by Indians. As a result of this outcry
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Mr. Stuttaford sponsored a Bill which became known to
Indians as the Transvaal Pegging Act. It was supposed
to be of a temporary character to keep the situation static
until the findings of a Transvaal Commission of Inquiry
were published and the Government had time to consider what its policy should be. It was an essay in the
segregation of Indians. The more conservative of the
Transvaal Indian Community were inclined to accept
this position and to await the findings of the Commission
of Inquiry as to the extent of Indian so-called penetration,
satisfied that they could rely with confidence on the
figures that the European agitation which had given rise
to the act had no real foundation in fact.
-The more progressive elements, however, had no mind
for this complacent attitude. The leader of these "progressives" was Dr. Yusuf Dadoo, a member of the Communist Party and a believer in the policy of uniting
all non-European interests in an aggressive front against
the Union Government. This "nationalist bloc", as it was
called, gained the support of certain Natal Indian politicians, foremost among whom was Mr. Rustomjee. Mass
meetings were held both in Johannesburg and in Durban
where it was decided to initiate a passive resistance campaign. Kajee frowned upon such militant action. He
insisted that neither the Transvaal Indian Congress nor
the Natal Indian Congress, of which respectively the
leaders of this passive resistance movement were members had the right to decide a unilateral or even a joint
cour'se of action. The responsibility for policy lay with
the South African Indian Congress and it could not be
usurped by individuals or sections.
Enraged by Kajee's opposition to the national bloc and
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the passive resistance movement, as well as by other
incidents which were at the root of their political rivalry,
Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee issued a challenge to Kajee to
go up to Johannesburg and face Indians there, offering
to pay his fare if he did so. One of Kajee's weaknesses
was to rise to any bait offered him. He refused to go to
Johannesburg but he eagerly snatched the opportunity
to have a shot at his one-time bosom friend and his
present accepted political enemy. Kajee, if truth be told,
had become a little scared of Sorabjee who was now the
proud possessor of the popular name "steam roller".
Kajee often preferred to use the indirect method of attack.
It may be that his name appeared so often in the Press
and in public reference that he chose occasionally to use
the signatures of some of his friends on articles and
statements which he himself had prepared. Again it may
be that he did not want his name to appear in an exchange of blows which concerned him. Whatever the
reason, in his quarrel with Sorabjee, he chose less obvious
methods of attack and defence. On this occasion he put
into the mouths of others what he himself prepared.
There appeared in one of the Indian weekly Journals
an article purporting to come from an old Congressman
in answer to Sorabjee's challenge. The article is the
same, almost word for word, as a statement written in
the first person.
"The Rip Van Winkle of Indian public affairs," the
statement reads, "again comes to life. The last time he
w~ seen awake was when he was trying to divide the
Indian community on the marriage of Sir Raza Ali-that
a ~oslem should not marry a Hindu. This Rip Van
Winkle was then a communalist. Now after four years
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of sleep he awakes as a passive resister and a 11:-ember _of
the Nationalist group. He would soon be noddmg agam,
and then asleep, while others will have to carry on the
work of the Indian community.
If he thinks that he has the Indian c<:mmunity ~o
support him in the question of passive res1st'.1nce, he 1s
deluding himself. Natal Indians as a _whole "Y11l not take
part in any movement of passive resistance maugurate;l
in the Transvaal. Mr. Rustomjee's c~~llenge to me 1s
characteristic of his well-known qualities of showmanship. The Indian community knows his love for the
spectacular.
Mr. Rustomjee has generously offered to pay my f~re
to Johannesburg. He has certainly shown ~1s generos1t_y
by taking several of his friends with him. I~ pubhc
necessity required my presence I have neve: waited until Mr. Rustomjee got generous. He was a!so ma_ genero1;1s
mood a little while ago. He offered passive ~es1stance_m
connection with the Bell Street slums. But his generosity
quickly evaporated with the evaporation, if I may so put
it, of his tenacity.
He now probably fears that my criticism may r~move
his platform of passive res!sta:1ce so .that. he w1l~ 1;1-ot
have an opportunity of baskmg m the hmehght ~r g1".mg
an occasion to help our Rip Van Winkle of showing signs
that he awake once more."
The legislation which had given rise to this threat of
passive resistance was such as to persuade .Mr. J. _H.
Hofmeyr to consider resigning from the Cabinet. Wit~
such powerful opposition to the principle of the Act it
was not to be supposed that some Transvaal Indi~ns
could do other than go into revolt. Once more KaJee
found himself diametrically opposed to mass opinion, and
must have been a little surprised that his view was held
by Mahatma Gandhi whose cabled advice to Dr. Dadoo
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was to postpone passive resistance. Mahatma Gandhi's
reasons were rather different from Kajee's. The Mahatma
was persuaded of the imminence of war and thought the
time unpropitious for militant action in South Africa. In
addition Mr. Gandhi opposed the idea of Indians in South
Africa joining other non-Europeans in a united front.
Kajee was not at all times on good terms with Gandhi
but during this period he had some correspondence witn
the Mahatma.
After the outbreak of war he wrote a letter to Shri
Gandhiji in which he outlined some of his views on the
new Government. One or two of his opinions are worth
recording. For example he writes that "Mr. Sturrock
and Col. Stallard, who are friendly disposed towards
Indians are included in the Cabinet". It was not long
before Col. Stallard proved to be most unfriendly. He
proceeds:
The present Government is certain to adopt a more
liberal attitude on the Indian and Coloured question, due
principally to the composition of its cabinet. I do not
feel however, that we can be justified in being too optimistic and it is essential that the future should be watched
with care. However friendly the Cabinet itself may be
disposed towards us, the constitution of the Union Parliament cannot engender any hope for the substantial relief
or progress. It may be expected that the Government
will manifest its sympathy by means of administrative
reliefs, more especially with reference to employment,
and in the administration of the various laws under
which Indians suffer in this country, but it would be too
much to expect the Union Government to adopt a truly
progressive, liberal and effective policy in relation to the
Indian question. The Government has a majority of
- approximately twenty in the legislature, and is fairly
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safe from defeat in the House on major issues affecting
Europeans in South Africa. I am afraid, however, that
the majority may cease to be one, on the Indian and
colour issue, and in the event of the Government introducing a measure substantially benefitting the coloured
and Indian people, it is certain that a few members of
the Government party will vote against it, and thereby
effect its defeat."
The passive resistance movement was called off. Reference has been made of the intention of the Government
to appoint a Commission of Inquiry into the extent of
Indian penetration into European areas in Natal. The
intention was made public at the time the Lawrence
Committee was established. Kajee, and indeed all Indians
accepted this proposal with satisfaction. Indians welcome every opportunity for an unbiased judicial analysis
of any aspect of their public affairs, convinced as they
are that facts serve two purposes, one of proving their
case and two of dispelling the ignorance upon which
they maintain most anti-Indian agitation is based.
Rumblings of an anti-Indian campaign had already
been heard before the war. They had subsided a little
after the General Election of 1938. Early after the outbreak of war however, the outcry about Indian penetration into European areas which had been heard in the
Transvaal as early as 1937 and which had resulted in
Mr. Stuttaford's legislation restricting the economic freedom of Indians in that province, echoed through Natal
Ever since Union, Natal had remained outside the mainstream of South African politics. For the first two decades
after Union it was essentially the all-British Province,.
and except in Northern Districts, it was a novelty to
hear Afrikaans spoken in the towns. To a very large
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extent it remained if not anti-Afrikaaner at least so
fervently pro-British as to call from observers inside and
out the observation that it was more English than the
English. It distrusted General Smuts almost as much as
it distrusted General Hertzog. It was the centre of the
Dominion Party, one of those third-party organisations
which crop up as a protest against the main parties at
odd times and which, after having served their purpose,
should go out of existence but seldom do. The Dominion
Party was formed to defend the British connection in
South Africa at a time when it seemed as if, owing to
the activities of the Nationalist republicans and owing to
certain changes in Commonwealth relations, the British
connection was in danger of being loosened.
At the outbreak of war in 1939 when the Dominion
Party held seven seats in Durban, its leader Col. Stallard
held a seat in Maritzburg and became a member of the
war Cabinet set up by General Smuts in 1939. The war
had made an end of the reasons for the continuation of
the Dominion Party. There was no longer any need for
a splinter organisation to defend the interests of the
British Commonwealth and no longer any need to doubt
the ~ona fides of General Smuts. When this happened,
a third party, like the Dominion Party, should automatically disappear and be submerged in one of the major
parties, in this case the United Party. The Dominion
Party chose to retain its individual identity, with the
result that as time went on it had to find a platform
other than the one upon which it had been able to claim
the popular support. The search for a platform for any
political campaign in Durban and Natal is comparatively
easy. A cause lies at hand in the presence of Indians.
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It might be presumption to assume that the Dominion
Party deliberately seized upon the growing agitation
against Indians as a new cause upon which they sustained themselves in popular esteem. It is probably more
accurate to say that the campaign against Indians arose
spontaneously amongst certain sections of the public
who were most affected by what they alleged to be the
penetration of Indians into their residential areas.
The habit of people in South Africa with a grouse
against the government on any subject is to pester their
M.P.'s about it. In England and I believe in America the
average citizen has to be bullied into "write to your
M.P.". In South Africa citizens write to their M.P.'s as
a matter of course, indeed most of the business of being
an M.P. in South Africa is to act as the political guardian
of the individual voter's interests. As most of the M.P.'s
in Durban were Dominionites the complaints made about
Indian penetration went to Dominionites, and the Dominionite Party may thus be said to have merely done its
duty in taking the matter up.
Once a fire starts in an area where there is no means
of combatting it, it swiftly rages through the community.
And there is no better material for a fire in Natal than
180,000 Indians. On this subject no number of facts will
quench emotion. The Commission set up by the Government was called the Indian Penetration Commission, and
popularly referred to as the First Broome Commission,
Mr. Justice F. N. Broome being its Chairman.
The Commission was a purely fact finding Commission. Its appointment settled the matter of the recognition
of Kajee's Congress. Noting the existence of the Natal
Indian Congress, the Commission referred to the Minister
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of the Interior and to the Agent General of India requesting their opinion as to the standing of the two rival
bodies, the Natal Indian Association and the Natal Indian
Congress. "The Commission formed the opinion that the
Natal Indian Association had the stronger claim to official
recognition as the representative body, but it was also
apparent that the resuscitated Natal Indian Congress was
in fact an influential body with a large membership. In
these circumstances the Commission felt that it would be
wrong to take a narrow official view and that any association with any substantial claim to be representative
ought to be granted de facto recognition."
In passing it is worth nothing that the Nationalist bloc
in the Transvaal attempted to get Indians there to boycott the Commission but no apparent interference with
the Commission's work was discernible as a result of
this minor rebellion. The Commission quickly came to
the conclusion that the two organisations came before it
as rivals rather than as collaborators, each inclined "to
put questions directed to the improvement of his own
standing, and the standing of his association, with the
Indian public rather than to the subject matter of the
Inquiry". A better spirit prevailed as the Commission's
work proceeded. Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee was the chief
spokesman of the Natal Indian Association, and, needless
to say, Kajee was the chief spokesman of the Natal Indian
Congress. The Commission recorded its indebtedness to
both of them and remarked on the great ability with
which they conducted their cases.
The purpose of this book is not to examine the evidence
and findings of Commissions, except into as far as they
throw some light upon Kajee and his place in the comm-
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unity. No attemp t therefo re is made here to review in
detail the factual situatio n or the reasons which such
Commissions and such investig ations declare as the
origins of a particu lar situatio n, but it is essenti al to give
the bare facts of penetra tion as discove red by the Commission. The Commi ssion found that in the old Boroug h
of Durban there were 512 cases where Indians had bought
and occupied Europe an propert y during the years from
1927 to March 1940. In the rest of Natal the numbe r
was 328.
It was in the present ation of the Indian case before this
Commission that all Kajee's previou s experie nce and
knowle dge was shown to special advanta ge. His encyclopaedic mind worked at full pressur e before and during
the proceedings, quick to meet the substan tial case put
forward by the Durban City Council and swift to help
Indians elsewh ere in the provinc e to gather and classify
the necessa ry evidenc e for Indian defence. To him is due
much of the excelle nce with which Indian evidenc e was
advanc ed and the volumi nous classification of the records
as well as the contest ing of detailed points continu ally
being raised during the course of the investig ation.
There were times when the greates t care was require d
to avoid serious flaws in Congress policy. Before the
Commission A. I. Kajee was suppor ted by Mr. A. M.
Moolla, a shrewd and able busines sman, who had made
a recent entry into active politics. One of the great
difficul ties facing the Commission was to decide at the
outset the racial charact er of particu lar areas, what areas
in fact were predom inantly Europe an in 1937. The Commission took the view that whethe r an area is predom inantly Europe an depend s upon the racial charact er of that
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area and that in determ ining that charact er occupa tion
is a more import ant factor than owners hip. The Durban
City Counci l contest ed this view, mainta ining that ownership by reason of its greater perman ence was the truer
indicati on. Accura te data of Indian owners hip in 1927
was availab le, and though there was no comple te inform ation as to the Europe an and non-Eu ropean occupation,
it was known that the great majorit y of Indian- owned
propert ies were occupie d by Europe ans.
In giving evidenc e it occasio nally happen ed that Kajee
and Moolla differed on certain aspects of the issue, and
in particu lar on this questio n of the charac ter of a particular area. Betwee n the meeting s Kajee and he quarrel led, and in a quarrel on a subject so import ant to their
case Kajee was apt to become so angry that it was difficult to remons trate or to discuss the subject with him
calmly. On this questio n he actuall y went so far as
to refer his conflic t of opinion with Mr. Moolla to his
attorne ys to seek counsel 's advice. Actuall y counsel 's
opinion favoure d the attitude adopted by Mr. Moolla.
The instanc e is recorde d here to illustra te the lengths to
which Kajee would go to clarify a problem and to make
the case he served as invulne rable as possible. It also
illustra tes a certain lack of confide nce first in himself
and second in people like Mr. Moolla who were there to
help and suppor t him in advanc ing the Indian cause. He
was always afraid of being caught in an official inquiry ,
and it was natural ly on this occasion because no lesser
person than Mr. Graham Mackeu rtan, the most eminen t
K.C. in Natal at this time, represe nted the Durban City
Council. Neithe r Kajee nor his colleagues could afford
to make mistake s before so shrewd a cross-e xamine r. It
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says much for both of them that throughout the whole
proceedings they conducted themselves with distinction.
One or two subjects of more general interest were
raised during the investigation. Kajee was often called
up for a considered opinion at a moments notice on a
question which for most Indians, and indeed for most
Europeans, would require some careful thought. For
example, the question arose of whether when an Indian
purchases and occupies a property in a European residential area the value of the neighbouring properties owned
and occupied by Europeans depreciates. The question is
not so easy as it sounds. The popular view amongst
Europeans is that once an Indian enters an area in this
way the market price of the rest of the properties falls.
Here is what the Commission thought of it.
"At almost every centre in Natal and the Transvaal
where penetration was complained of the allegation was
made that the acquisition or occupation of sites by Indians
depreciated the value of surrounding property. We
regard this matter as falling outside our terms of reference and so have made no finding upon it. We feel bound
to say, however, that the allegation was not established.
Europeans assumed its truth, but when invited to give
specific instances were unable or unwilling to do so. The
following extracts from the evidence are typical:"Have you any samples of properties which have
depreciated in value through Indians having purchased
property next door?"
"I cannot give you them now, but it is obviously
evident; it must be so."
"You are of that opinion?"
"Definitely so."
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"Have you got any facts?"
"I cannot give the facts, no, but it must be of necessity
so."
"You _cla~m that. an acq_uisition by an Indian depreciates
properties m the immediate neighbourhood?"
"Yes."
"Can you give me instances where such depreciation
has taken place?"
"Lot 10, Block "I"."
Chairman: "Has the purchase of Lot 10, Block "I" by an
Indian, depreciated the value of surrounding property?"
. "I think that is rather a difficult question to answer,
sir."
"Mr. Rustomjee asked you to give him figures of the
depreciation of surrounding properties as a result of
Indian acquisition; can you give any concrete cases of
that?
"Is there any reason why we should give a concrete
case?"
"If you would rather not do it, you need not. I am
asking you to do so if you can?"
"I refuse to answer the question."
The following was more helpful:"Mr. Howes, I do not know whether we have any
evidence of the depreciation. Have you any example?"
"No, I have not."
"I do not know how far it is relevant."
"I have my doubt about that too, sir. I have spent
a very considerable amount of time and thought on this
matter in an endeavour to discover proof somehow of
either of the two assertions that are made and I find that
I am up against so many obstacles in the way of it, such
as the fact that values of properties are not static; they
are in a constant state of flux, that it is impossible for
me, with my limited ability, to work out proof of either
of the two contentions advanced. If one had a district in
which one could arrest the fluid state of the values of the
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properties in it for a sufficie~t time for the effect o~ th:
entrance of Indian purchases mto that area to make 1tseh
felt· if we could do that, then we could work out this
resttlt. Of course, one cannot work it out because one
cannot do that; values are constantly changing and as
I say they are fluid and you can never arr~st them at
one particular point so as to test these theories put forward. That is the conclusion which I have come to."
"Of course among Europeans the view that depreciation does foliow is almost universal-that depreciation
follows upon an Indian purchase."
"Yes. Of course, Mr. Chairman, I am inclined to believe that there may be some substance in the contention
that depreciation follows; if one's eyes are fixed only on
the market consisting only of potential Europeans, that
may be the reason tor the fallacy of this be_li~f i~ it is
fallacious; but I am not able to say whether 1t 1s fallacious or not. I do not know."
"Towards the conclusion of our public sittings in Natal,
figures were placed before us in support of the allegation
and further figures against it, but we were unable to
accept either set of figures as conclusive. The truth of
the matter probably is that, while the asse~tion ~ay be
true the truth is incapable of demonstrat10n owmg to
the ~any other incalculable factors affecting property
values. But however that may be, we regard the question as falling outside the scope of the enquiry."
Another question put to him as well as to Mr. Rustomjee
which still has some validity to-day ran like this:"The Chairman .... does the Natal Indian Association
look forward to the time when Europeans and Indians
residentially will be separated?"
Mr. Rustomjee: "Well, sir, we are against the separation of races; but at the same time we are always
prepared to and always do offer the Durban Corporation
and other Corporations our collaboration and co-<:>pe:ation in trying to see that the friction that does exist is
avoided, and it can only be avoided by a generous feel126

ing on the part of the Corporations concerned in making
ample_ provision for the community."
Chairmai:i: ''.You have not answered my question. Does
your Association look forward to the time when Indians
will be living in one portion and Europeans in another
portion, on a friendly basis?"
Mr. Rust?mjee: "By mutual agreement, yes, but not
by compulsion."
. Mr. Kajee: "I would :epl?' to the question in this way:
firstly that town planmng 1s an essential requirement in
any European area; secondly, so far as visualising what
will happen in the fut~re is concerned, we would have to
fall ~ac~ on the experience as we see it today and as we
saw it m the past; and that experience has been that
natural ca~ses-the causes_ of affinity of religion, c~lture
and race will always prevail and will always group people
of one race, one colour, and one religion into certain
areas. Therefore it is not difficult to visualise from what
has been human experience all over the worid -even in
the east, in towns like Singapore, Bombay, and ~lsewhere
-:that people of 01;-e race, one colour and one religion,
will always group mto certain areas. Therefore, if town
planning was done with justice and understanding and
was re:m_oved above local prejudice and local feelings, we
can see ~n t~e f_ut1;1re that, without compulsion, our race
group :win live m its own area. We are supported in this,
as I said before, by our own experiences here in Durban
from our experience and the facts that have been sub~
mitted to you in the Transvaal and Natal in the towns
that we have visited where Indians have been settled
for 75 years, they have created areas of their own, and, if
there has been any overloading, it has been in the areas
adjacent and contiguous to those areas and not into
areas belonging to other groups. There ~ill always be
a few cases, but those few cases must, in the interests of
harmony and go?dwill, be overlooked; there will always
be a few cases Just as much as there will be cases of
European acquisition of property in Indian areas, but,
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the cases would be so fe'": and far betweer_i that it woul~
not require any compulsion and the hurtmg of peoples
susceptibilities and racial feelings."
Altogether Kajee's appearance before the Commission
was a satisfactory piece of work of which any man might
be proud, and certainly demonstrated that there ar~. in
South African Indian community men of great ability
and improved minds.
His final address to the Commission, though it gives
no idea of the mass of evidence he presented deserves
permanent record.
"My Lord, before we conclude, I would like to say
how deeply grateful the Cor_igress an~ 1;1Y colleagues who
have worked with me on this Comm1ss10n are to you, the
Members of the Commission, to Mr. Kriegler, the Secretary, to Mr. Rigby, the official_ reporter, and others,
for the kindness, courtesy and patience you have sho~n
to us at all times when we have come befor7 you with
our case. We realise that we may ha\l'e !t times taxed
your patience by repetition and the brmgmg forw~rd of
matters that might not have been relevant to the issues,
but we ask you to forgive us 3:nd to pardon us for those
failures· with the understandmg that we are a people
who fe~l that the findings of this Commission can. go
a long way towards creating happiness for us or creatmg
sorrow Even if we have laid a great deal of stress on
the ma~y aspects of our troubles, or troubled life in this
country we trust you will forgive us.
"One 'word more, my Lord, this Com11:ission, so far as
Natal is concerned, is one of the ~ost important Commissions that has come to enquire mto the aspect of our
life in this country. We submit, my Lord, that we ~e
a people who have now cut away all our. contacts with
India. Beyond the fact of the geograph1?al means of
looking to India as our Motherland, we desire to become
South Africans in the fullest sense of the word. We are
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doing all the things possible for us to do to become good
South Africans, save and except that we do not want
to lose our racial characteristics and to remain pure in
our race. Beyond that, for all practical purposes we wish
to be South Africans. I would like to take all the responsibilities that go with that, and to say that through
your findings the day may not be far distant when we
will be accepted. We desire to remain tenacious of our
race and of certain good things in our culture; we want
to contribute what good there may be in our culture
towards the growing culture of this land. We have shown
by our manifestations, by our life, particularly in the
last fifty-years, that we are not only anxious but prepared to do the utmost that is possible in us by self-help in
the direction of education and living conditions. In all
these things we ask you to take cognisance of what you
have seen and what we have expressed to you. The fate
of 200,000 Indians resident in South Africa depends upon
the Commission's findings. I hope that it has been shown
that Indians have been assimilated in the general life of
South Africa and are becoming more and more South
African in the full sense of the word. India is our country
of origin, the country of our fore-fathers but now it is
merely a term to us. Since the Capetown Agreement we
have shown by our efforts in the direction of education
and attempts to improve our standard of living that we
desire to assume the responsibilities, burdens and risks
of being true South Africans. At the same time we hope
to receive some of the benefits of our South African
citizenship. In conclusion I would say that we leave our
case in your very judicial hands, and in the impartial
hands of Mr. Nimrod Smit and Mr. Charter; and once
again I express my grateful thanks to the Commission
and to my colleagues; and express the hope that at no
far distant date we shall be able to read your report-to
which we have so humbly contributed-and rejoice in it."
It is only fair to add that his rival of the Natal Indian
Association, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee made a like
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declamation at the end of the proceedings, and that the
hopes of neither of them regarding the final outcome of
the Commission's findings and recommendations were
fulfilled. Not that the report was in anyway damaging
to the Indian cause. Indeed the Commission's report
proved how little penetration had taken place in the
years from 1927-1940. On the evidence provided in the
report there was no real cause for European agitation
and certainly not for the periodic campaigns of antiIndianism which had marked the previous two or three
years.
Europeans accepted the report's figures with consternation. The figures were unbelievable. They seemed to
deny the facts of casual experience and observation.
Every day almost there were reports of Indian purchases
of property in European areas. As the reports mounted
a new demand was heard arising from the question of
what had happened after 1940. What was happening
now, at this very moment, in war-time, in 1943, not what
had happened in the thirteen years before 1940 was the
question. Mass meetings were held, women sat behind
tables in the entrances of West Street shops in Durban
urging people to sign petitions demanding another inquiry. Resolutions were passed calling upon members of
parliament to call upon the Government to do what the
Government would not do as a result of the Commission's
report, that is legislate against Indian purchasers of
European property and so save the fair city of Durban
from becoming what Europeans said it was fast becoming-another Bombay. The voice of the people rose to
high heaven. It was heard above the roar of battle in
North Africa. General Smuts could not silence it. As

the clamour rose, the hearts of Indians sank, and Kajee's
with them. They had put forth a mass of factual evidence. They had spent days and nights in collecting information and in preparing their case. They had spent
money with liberality and even with extravagance, and
they had met, through Kajee and others, a veritable
barrage of attack from European bodies and individuals,
apparently to no avail. They said nothing would assuage
European thirst or appease European appetite for the
destruction of Indians.
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CHAPTER 10

As a result of these enquiries and the pressure brought
to bear upon the Government, the Pegging Act was
passed. The Pegging Act was described as a temporary
measure, to operate for three years, in order to provide
time for a new commission, The Natal Indian Judicial
Commission, to investigate all aspects of Indian life and
labour in Natal.
It was expected as a result of the pegging act that antiIndian agitation would die down. The Pegging Act
applied only to Durban. Briefly it laid down that no
Indian could buy or occupy a house owned or occupied
by a European without obtaining a permit from the
Minister of the Interior. In this way the situation in
Durban was "pegged".
It was not long, however, before other Municipalities
in the province seeing the protection given to Durban
began an agitation for the extension of the Pegging Act
to their areas. This probability was not unknown to

Kajee.
One of the experiences of the Indian Community is
that what is passed as a temporary measure always finds
permanence in government legislation, and Kajee was
fully aware of the unlikelihood of the Pegging Act falling
away after its three year period. He had behind him
what had happened to the Transval pegging act of 1939.
This too was described as a temporary measure, only to
be re-enactive annually, until it in fact took its place in
a very general law passed in 1946.
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The effect of the Pegging Act on Indians in Durban
was in many ways disastrous. It confined them to fixed
residential areas and gravely affected their economic
activities. The areas in which their freedom of movement was not restricted were small and over-crowded,
with the result that property values soared beyond even
the levels caused by war inflation.
Kajee's problem at this time was twofold. First he had
to do all in his power to prevent the extension of the
Pegging Act to other towns than Natal The second, he
had to discover some means by which he might ensure
that the Pegging Act would fall away at the end of its
three years, or provide some alternative scheme which
would be acceptable to the Government and to the public.
These two problems occupied much of his waking life.
At the same time he, together with Mr. S. R. Naidoo had
accepted appointment to the Natal Indian Judicial Committee, of which Mr. Justice F. N. Broome was once
more Chairman. Added to this volume of work Kajee
had to play his part as an official of the Natal Indian
Congress in the collection and the formulation of evidence
to be submitted to the Commission. And though there
appears to be a contradiction in his work as a Commissioner and his duty as an Official of Congress, he was
able to relate both to the satisfaction of the Chairman
who, we may believe, was a little concerned about Kajee's
dual role.
It is easier at this stage of the narrative to follow
Kajee in his tacties over the Pegging Act instead of as
a Commissioner investigating Indian life and labour.
Much evidence was given before the Commission which
in the event, was never used, for the Commission wa~
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eventually suspended in the tumbling circumstances of
the time. Though Kajee expected much of the Commission's investigations, and indeed was very hopeful about
its final outcome, his energies at this time were devoted
to discovering alternatives to the Pegging Act.
For years Kajee had become aware of what he believed to be was an extraordinary conclusion in European
minds about the nature of the Indian problem. He knew
of course, the prejudice which besets Europeans living
amongst coloured people, and he was quick to understand the fears which obsess Europeans regarding their
economic and political supremacy. But the causes of
hostility had not been accurately defined. In his search
for these causes he was convinced that the main objection
of Europeans was a distaste of living in close proximity
to Indians. This was not a novel discovery. Indians on
their side have always agreed that they have no particular desire to live among Europeans. It was one of
Kajee's oft-recurring declarations that all over the world
people of the same race, culture and religion, congregate
together for residence. The natural affinities make possible a voluntary segregation. At all times there are
occasional flights from the herd, when individuals leave
their own and pass into another territory. These individual cases, Kajee maintained, should not call for the
government legislation discriminating against whole
communities.
In the mutual agreement regarding the undesirability
of residential intermingling between Europeans and Indians Kajee felt that there might be a common platform
offering a useful basis of discussion and a possible settlement. He discussed his views with scores of people and
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particularly with public men from the Cabinet level
downwards. There are records of discussions with representatives of Natal Municipalities, and in particular he
was in close touch with Senator D. G. Shepstone, who
by this time, at the request of the Prime Minister, was
taking an increasing interest in Indian affairs. Through
Senator Shepstone he had ready access to General Smuts.
It was not to be supposed that in the negotiations which
followed Kajee was a free agent acting completely on
his own. He was at all times responsible to Congress, at
the very beginning of the moves he made he obtained,
though not without difficulty, the sanction of Congress
Working Committee to pursue his discussions with the
Government for the purpose of seeking remedy of the
Pegging Act. It is true that he did not always report
fully to Congress the progress made. He knew that to
broadcast his intentions would stir his political enemies
to immediate action. Those nearest him were kept informed of the discussions and were made aware of the
policy shaping in his mind. He was persuaded that if he
could convince the Government to substitute for the
Pegging Act some measure acceptable to Europeans and
Indians alike which would be confined to the control of
residential proximity, he would gain a valuable concession.
The greatest gain would, of course, be economic freedom, which the Pegging Act restricted in Durban, but
the secondary gain would be the avoidance of an extension of the Pegging Act to the rest of Natal. At first
sight such a proposal seemed easy enough to put into
operation. There were, however, many things at the time
which made it extremely difficult. During the war
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General Smuts asked each province and indeed each city
to set up a post-war Works Reconstruction Committee
for the purpose of making plans for the future whereby
the ideals of war might be translated into the facts of
peace. The Natal Commission, under the Chairmanship
of Mr. D. E. Mitchell, undertook a survey of the province
and formulated the plan for the separation of races in
residence in Natal. This principle was called Radial
Racial Zoning. It was an attempt to give effect to widespread desire on the part of the European public to
segregate each race in some area. The idea was that
Indians and Natives should be congregated in their own
territory and enjoy a measure of political autonomy and
economic individuality.
The Indian Congress, through Kajee, and one or two
others, put a vast amount of evidence before the Commission, the reports of which Commission were eventually published. Needless to say the Commission's work
has since proved fruitless, for seldom is it possible to
give effect in post-war years to the hopes and aspirations
aroused by war itself. There is one point the Commission
made which was extremely valuable to Kajee's argument that the only real issue between Europeans and
Indians was question of residential intermingling. The
Commission expressed the opinion that "the population
of Natal cannot be divided into economic water-tight
compartments based on racial lines. That is to say if
economic prosperity is to be established for the whole
community, then, in its view the laws of economics must
be allowed free play between the different racial groups
as they are between individuals in each group.''
The "Pegging Act" provided that Indians should not
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be allowed to buy property in certain areas of Durban
even for investment purposes. This restriction on economic freedom is contrary to the Commission's opinion,
and Kajee made the most of it in all his arguments.
Towards the end of 1943 Kajee sought an interview
with the Prime Minister when he placed before General
Smuts the ideas he had in mind. Briefly his proposal
was this. He suggested that legislation should be initiated by which the residential occupation of premises in
Natal would come under the control of a special licensing
Board. This Board should be presided over by a judge
or a man of legal training and consist of Europeans and
Indians. Its procedure would be simple. Whenever an
Indian wanted to occupy a house formerly occupied by
a European, or vice versa, an application would be made
to the Board. The Board would decide whether the permit
should be granted. Its decision would rest on considerations of the environment in which the house was situated. The Board would also give attention to Indian housing
needs. Fundamentally, the Board would decide whether
this change would aggravate social friction between
Europeans and Indians. In this way Europeans and
Indians would be treated alike, and there would be no
need for the Pegging Act.
The Prime Minister saw in this proposal a possible
way out of the difficulty. It is important to recognise
that General Smuts had his difficulties. He did not like
the Pegging Act. He was engaged in a war in which
India was playing a tremendous part, and he was about
to go to London for a Conference with other Commonwealth Prime Ministers. South Africa was getting a bad
name, and General Smuts was anxious if possible not
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to do any thing which would alienate opinion abroad.
The proposal appealed to him, and he asked Senator
D. G. Shepstone to make suitable enquiries in Durban of
public reaction to it. Al; a result of these enquiries
General Smuts was encouraged to go further into the
matter. He wondered how it could be implemented. At
first Kajee suggested the Prime Minister might use
his war emergency powers. This, of course, the Prime
Minister could not entertain. The idea was then mooted
that the Government should instruct, by Special Cabinet
Minute, the Natal Provincial Council to formulate a
special ordinance giving effect to the ideas. With the
passing of this ordinance, the Pegging Act would fall
away.
When Kajee reported this suggestion to his supporters
in Congress they were filled with anxiety. Never in the
history of Natal Indians have they been willing that
their affairs should be governed by the Natal Provincial
Council. At all times they prefer the oversight of the
central Government. It looked as if Kajee's plan would
be defeated. Meetings were held daily and nightly during
which everybody talked at length of the dangers of
allowing the Natal Provincial Council any legislative
powers over them. In the end, however, they agree provided that certain safeguards could be incorporated in
the Minute issued by the Cabinet and that this be looked
upon as a special case not to be taken as a precedent.
Eventually Kajee and his friends formulated a document incorporating the whole plan. They travelled to
Pretoria to see General Smuts on the eve of his departure
for London. At this interview the Prime Minister studied
the document in the presence of the Administrator of
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Natal, Mr. Heaton-Nicholls, Mr. D. E. Mitchell, The
Minister of the Interior, Senator C. F. Clarkson, and
others. The Prime Minister put his signature to the
statement, and after expressing his pleasure that an
agreement had been reached, despatched a cable of felicitation to the Viceroy of India, Lord W avell.
This document came to be known as "The Pretoria
Agreement".
It is important to appreciate that the plan described in
the Pretoria Agreement was to be a temporary expedient, to be a substitute for the Pegging Act and to stand
until Natal Indian Judicial Commission had made its
report and its recommendation. Unless this fact be understood, it is not possible to realise the value of Kajee's
work.
This interview was undoubtedly Kajee's finest hour,
and the Pretoria Agreement his greatest achievement.
The most restrained observer of the scene could not
fail to concede Kajee's triumph. It was not, of course, on
the same ground as the diplomatic achievement to which
the term great is usually applied in international affairs.
No one could have claimed so much for it.
It was not a "Vereeniging", it was not a "Versailles";
though it was intended to be something of a treaty of
peace. It was not an "Atlantic Charter" for South African Indians, it was not even a new Cape Town Agreement. It was none of these things. In fact, in the end,
it proved to be a "Munich", for Kajee personally as well
as for the Indian community. But Kajee was not to
know that at the time. In the ministerial atmosphere of
the Union Buildings at Pretoria, there was the security
of the Prime Minister's presence, the support of Kajee's
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colleagues, and the assurance of the Prime Minister's
signature. Natal, with its enemies among Indians and
its "vigilantes" among Europeans, seemed far away.
Kajee and his friends, overcome by emotion, listened to
the words of General Smuts who, reminding himself and
them of his negotiations with Gandhi thirty years before,
talked like a father to his children and bade them seek
peace and ensure it. Given easily to tears, Kajee swallowed the lump in his throat and could not bring himself
to believe that what had taken so long to bring to the
Prime Minister's desk should take so little time to dispose of once it reached there.
The merit of Kajee's contribution in the Pretoria
Agreement is to be found in two things. One is that in
conception and scope it was Kajee's own work. True he
had many advisers and collaborators, some European and
some Indian. There was Senator D. G. Shepstone on the
European side, and it would be churlish not to mention
P.R. Father, the Secretary of the Natal Indian Congress
on the Indian side, upon whose support Kajee relied
with full confidence. The former rendered services in
a manner consonant with the immense and solid contribution he has made in a lifetime of interest in the Native
problem. The latter P.R. Father played a valuable part
in the critical discussions which took place with other
Indian leaders on the subject. But the credit for the
initiation of the plan and the driving force behind its
progress must be given to Kajee.
The second feature about it is of historical value. For
the first time in the history of the Indians in South
Africa, an Indian had initiated and carried through
negotiations designed to culminate in a piece of Minist140

erial legislation. This had novelty and drama. For any
previous instance comparable with it we must go back
to the discussions between General Smuts and Mr. Gand~i
in 1913 which ended in the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement.
At that time Gandhi's protest was directed against certain disabilities suffered by Indians, the chief of which
were the Immigration Laws and the Three Pound Tax
imposed upon Indians many years before to force them
out of the country. Gandhi's Passive Resistance Movement was instituted in 1906 as a protest against these
disabilities, and it was only in 1913 that they were disposed of to the satisfaction of Mr. Gandhi and the Indian
people.
It is important to recognise that the Smuts-Gandhi
Agreement confined itself to the remedy of grievances.
No social legislation was required to give it substance.
The Smuts-Gandhi Agreement was admitted by Mr.
Gandhi as a final solution to Indian difficulties, and
during the negotiations which led to it Mr. Gandhi was
inclined to accept the view that Indians were scarcely
entitled to demand more from the Government than he
was fighting to obtain. He was criticised by his own
followers for this expression of satisfaction with the
conditions he had reached, and in a statement he spoke
of the time which must pass before further remedies
could be sought. In other words, Mr. Gandhi at this time,
talked the same language as other leaders, like Mr.
Gokhale, who it will be recalled declared in 1908 that
South African Indians had no desire whatever to contest
the right of the Europeans in their supreme control of
the country or to claim political equality.
The later contribution of Mr. Gandhi to the struggle
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for independence in India has influenced the assessment
of his work in South Africa. Gandhi had not become
a saint in 1913 and though it would be a deadly sin as
well as a most grievous error to talk of Gandhi and
Kajee in the same breath it is not blasphemy to contrast
the Pretoria Agreement with the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement in their respective contexts. Anti-Indian feeling in
1913 and 1914 was no more intense than it was in 1944.
In 1913 and 1914 European agitation was not organised.
There were no European Ratepayer's Associations formed for the express purpose of curbing Indian progress,
and no Natal Municipal Association established to safeguard the interests of the Europeans. Thirty years before
the Pretoria Agreement, Europeans in public positions
could always be found who were prepared to defend
Indians against European reaction. During the hearings
before the Lange Commission in 1921 and in its report
there was abundant evidence of the anxiety of some
sections of European opinion to support the cause of
Indians in Natal and in South Africa as a whole. In 1944,
no Europeans could be found to come out boldly on behalf
of the Indian community. The few so-called liberals
went into retreat at this time, and except for presenting
an occasional modestly-worded memorandum reflecting
democratic ideals, preferred silent acquiescence in European reaction to forthright political denunciation of
racialism.
It was in these conditions that Kajee conceived, initiated, and carried through to a conclusion the piece of work
known as the "Pretoria Agreement". To give him credit
for a modest degree of statesmanship is not out of place.
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At any rate, to do so is to echo the appreciation of General
Smuts himself.
Kajee's triumph was short lived. The news of the
Pretoria Agreement came as a thunderbolt to an unbelieving public. Europeans were astounded when they
read of it in their newspapers. No less astonished were
Kajee's opponents in Congress. There was an immediate
outcry against the whole affair. Objections were made
that it was a piece of secret diplomacy designed to do
away with the protection given by the Pegging Act.
Mass meetings were held in the City Hall at which
Mr. D. E. Mitchell tried to allay European disquiet. Not
even a special telegram from General Smuts to the public
of Durban calmed public temper.
It is obvious that the handling of the publicity side of
the Pretoria Agreement was at fault. A certain clumsiness was evident at the time. Editors of newspapers had
the greatest difficulty in interpreting the implications of
the Agreement and were at a loss how to treat the
subject in leading articles.
The Administrator of Natal was Mr. Heaton-Nicholls.
The task fell to him to translate the Pretoria Agreement
into a Provincial ordinance. His first attempts were not
very happy, and his reported interviews with the newspapers suggested that he was by no means fully consonent with the provisions and the spirit of the Agreement.
Eventually a draft ordinance was framed which was
called "The Occupational Control Ordinance". The Provincial Council decided to send this to a Select Committee
before introducing it into the Council proper.
This Select Committee, of which Mr. D. E. Mitchell
was the Chairman, took a tremendous amount of evidence.
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The Natal Indian Congress was represented by Counsel,
Mr. D. E. Molteno, and the Durban City Council briefed
the eminent K.C., Mr. Frank Shaw. Before this Commission Kajee and other Indians gave evidence. The work
attaching to such evidence was particularly onerous.
Kajee in fact was between two fires, between the Europeans who had renounced the agreement and the rising
Leftist group in Congress, led by Dr. Naicker who had
recently formed the Anti-Segregation Council.
The Select Committee did a very unusual thing. It
produced a new draft ordinance as a result of its enquiry
into the whole affair. This draft ordinance went much
further than the Pretoria Agreement in proposing that
the investment of money in the purchase of property by
Indians should be controlled. This was a complete departure from Kajee's intentions. Indeed all Kajee's work
had been devoted to relieving Indians from this restriction which is incorporated in the Pegging Act. He sought
interviews with the Minister of the Interior, Senator
Clarkson, with Mr. Hofmeyr and others in the absence
of General Smuts, putting before them the obvious depar- ·
tures in the ordinance from the Pretoria Agreement.
Nothing he could do restrained the authorities in their
determination. His final act was to make a special appeal
for Congress to appear before the bar of the Provincial
Council for address of their grievances. This appeal was
granted and Kajee, supported by a few leaders of Congress, spoke to the assembled council in impassioned
words, placing the history of the Agreement and analysing the manner in which it had been treated in this
proposed new ordinance, the Residential Property and
Occupation Control ordinance. Some of the points he
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made are worth quoting. The Pretoria Agreement insisted that the only control intended was that of residential
intermingling by individuals. It was confined to Durban.
The new ordinance was to restrict the acquisition of land
for business and agricultural purposes throughout the
whole province. The Pretoria Agreement made clear
that legislation· designed for the government of Indians
should remain, as itjfad been before, in the hands of the
central government. 'The new Ordinance sought to make
the Provincial CoUI)cil the arbiter of Indian destiny.
After deploring the fact that Indians possessed neither
direct nor indirect representation on the Provincial
Council Kajee ended his speech with the following words,
"The fundamental issue before the Provincial Council
today can be described in a single question. Does the
European dominant group really want to solve racial
strife, or does it not prefer to establish its own supremacy
even at the cost of racial strife? So long as the European
section insists upon the economic and social inferiority of
the Indian community, so long will there be racial strife;
so long as the European community insists that the Indian
shall have no representation on bodies which determine
the destiny of Indians so long will there be racial strife;
so long as the Indians are depressed and segregated by
statutes legally imposed by the dominant group so long
will there be racial strife.
What does the European section prefer? That is the
real issue.
·
·
Today this Province is being asked to give permanence
to conditions and antagonisms which are rending .the
world. The Provincial Council is being forced by an
aroused and incited public opinion to effect 1egisla:tipn,
racial and discriminatory in its character and fraught
with the gravest consequences of injury to the whole
state, Public opinion has been incited. by one vested
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interest and another, and there is great danger that even
a democratic assembly to which all men should look
for wise and sober leadership will be driven to accept
extreme policies based on racial antagonisms. When Mr.
Churchill remarked that this war is war to re-establish
the stature of man, he did not distinguish between Indian
and European. Indeed he had every good reason to think
of the Indian as a man equal in all respects to any other
man even in winning the V.C. in this war. Something of
this equality and appreciation of the rights of man have
been recognised in the constitution of this country.
We Indians in South Africa have, since the Cape Town
Agreement, progressed beyond measure. We have been
attracted the more in affection to the British Commonwealth by every gesture of goodwill and tolerance. It
would be a sad and disastrous consequence if the racialists of this province now triumph over the wisdom of
this assembly and lead Natal into paths of racial disaster
and so alienate the affection of the coloured peoples of
this land.
We believe that we can make a contribution to the
solution of our problem by measure of representation,
and by a determination of remedying the conditions of
poverty and distress which today ravage the whole of
our society in disease; by the recognition by Europeans
that we are members one of another. By the application
of the principles Europeans themselves cherish; the
present conflict will cease and we shall go forward into
a newer hope."

Ordinance can be gazetted it must receive the approval
of the Governor-General-in Council. Kajee was yet to be
vindicated. The Governor-General-in Council refused
his consent to the Ordinance. In a special statement to
Kajee and Congress, General Smuts agreed that the
Ordinance was not a true reflection of the Pretoria
Agreement.
Later, overwhelmed by public clamour, the Prime
Minister said "The Pretoria Agreement is dead".
"We must start de novo."

When Kajee and his friends left the chamber the
Council was addressed by the Administrator, and by one
or two members. Not a word was spoken which left the
Indians with any hope.
The Residential Property and Occupation Control
Ordinance was passed.
But that was not the end of the matter. Before an
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CHAPTER 11

turned from his opponents, the Europeans, to
his opponents in his own community.
He was faced with a rising storm of opposition from
the anti--segregationalists led by Dr. Naicker in Natal and
Dr. Dadoo in the Transvaal. The Congress at this time
was divided into three groups. There was the group
around Kajee, which included men like P. R. Father of
the old Natal Indian Association, Advocate J. W. Godfrey,
and personal friends whose loyalty never wavered. There
was the Anti-Segregation Council which was to develop
into the passive resistance organisation. And there was a
third group, smaller in numbers, which seemed to hover
between the two. The outstanding personality of this
small group was Sorabjee Rustomjee, who, as we have
seen, was Kajee's political rival.
Congress affairs up to this time had been in the hands
of a small section of leaders. Many of these leaders failed
to appreciate the growing resentment felt among Indian
trade unionists and so called progressives for the dictatorial manner in which Congress policy was formulated.
The anti-segregationalists set out to force a congress
election on the issue of the Pretoria Agreement and the
leadership of "the old gang, of which Kajee was the
chief".
This election campaign in the end came to nought. The
anti-segregationalists were able to add to their numbers
and at the same time add to the membership of Congress
thousands of Indian workers who before had taken no
:KAJEE
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interest in Indian politics, but who were now aroused in
the way masses of people can be aroused by the demigogues.
It was obvious that if the election fight ever came
to the ballot box it would go in favour of the rebels,
among whom as leaders were many avowed communists.
Over many w~ks, after attempts had been made to
placate the rebels while offering them some representation on Congress executive, a typical election campaign
was carried on. In the event, when the elections were
due to be held at a mass meeting at Currie's fountain,
the Congress party and its leaders kept away, leaving
the field to the rebels who constituted themselves into
Natal Indian Congress and took over power quite properly and legitimately.
In effect Kajee and his Congress supporters lost the
election by default. The communists win everytime.
It was always Kajee's hope that this class warfare
amongst Indians would not arise until Indians, as a race,
had obtained their democratic rights in South Africa.
Now the Indians were split in several ways. There were
the old religious and communal divisions underlying a
new class division. Internally disrupted by these considerations, their leaders were still divided on personal
rivalry.
The difficulty of the new Congress was to get itself
recognised by the Government. As a fighting force
among the masses its strength is obvious. Its weakness
lay in diplomacy with the Government. This is understandable. Lack of experience was the main factor in
accounting for some of the clumsiness with which the
new Congress played its cards.
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Meanwhile Kajee was able to move freely within his
well-known diplomatic circles. He was out of power in
Natal, but he and a few of his friends retained office in
the South African Indian Congress. It was not until 1946
that he was ousted from the National body.
During this time he had worked hard on the Natal
Indian Judicial Commission. The word judicial has very
special meaning for Indians. They have implicit faith in
the integrity and probity of the Supreme Courts, and
with good reason, for the Supreme Courts in South Africa
retain the qualities for which the Judiciary in Britain
is known. A judicial commission is always received by
Indians with great satisfaction.
The Natal Indian Judicial Commission was graced by
the chairmanship of Mr. Justice F. N. Broome. His
name alone carries great confidence in all sections of the
community, and Indians were satisfied that the outcome
of that Commission would be just if not favourable. Unfortunately however, the intervention of the Pretoria
Agreement and the new Ordinance placed the Commission in a very invidious position. It was called upon to
enquire into the condition of Indians which had been
stabilised bij the Pegging Act. Now that an Ordinance
had intervened which altered that stabilised situation,
the Chairman of the Commission felt very properly that
his investigation was prejudiced. He therefore suspended
its work and issued an interim report.
This report made several suggestions, among them
that the Government should give some consideration to
the possibility of Indian representation in Parliament of
the common roll with Europeans. It also recommended
that the only way to reach any solution to the Indian
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problem was to initiate discussions with the Government
of India.
The Government and the European public would have
none of it. There was scarcely a single leading article in
the newspapers that welcomed such an idea. Indeed
such was the tempo of the times that in order to give
expression to public demand, the Prime Minister introduced in 1946 a new comprehensive bill. This legislation
enjoys the full title of "The Asiatic Land Tenure and
Indian Representation Act No. 28, of 1946". It is known
among Indians as a Ghetto Act. The whole of India and
the whole of South African Indian community rose in
opposition to this legislation. Kajee scarcely slept for
weeks preceding the parliamentary debate, so great was
the demand upon his time and energies. Conferences
were held daily and nightly, in Durban, Johannesburg
and Capetown in an endeavour to influence parliamentarians and to formulate plans by which legislation could
be opposed. The Government of India played its part
through the High Commissioner, Mr. Shafa'at Ahmed
Khan, and recalled this official as soon as the Act was
passed, preparatory to an appeal to the United Nations
Organisation.
The South African Indian Congress divided in a manner
already indicated. Kajee and his friends were determined
to be :represented when the disputes had gone before the
United Nations. Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee rushed to India
to make his protest, and the anti-segregationalists now in
control of the Natal Indian Congress sent their delegates
to New York. Kajee followed with Mr. P.R. Pather and
Mr. A. C. Christopher. The South African Government
was represented by the Prime Minister who took with
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him a numbe r of people represe nting Natal includi ng a
City Counci llor of Durban , Mr. A. L. Barnes. Arrivin g in
New York Kajee set to work to prepare memor anda, to
contact the newspa per editors, and to do what he could
in the lobbies of the assembly. These days were full of
interes t if not of great achieve ment. They were notable
for one interes ting feature . Kajee realised, and regrett ed
the fact, that the Indian problem was rapidly passing
out of the hands of South African Indians into the hands
of the interna tional body where all manne r of considerations bore down upon its significance. As the debates
proceed ed he became less and less convinced of the value
of the United Nations as an arbiter on such a peculia r
issue. And he left the United Nations feeling that the
sooner the problem was returne d to a round table conference in South Africa in which local Indians should
take part, the better for all concerned. He was aware,
of course, of the powerf ul significance of world wide
publici ty which had been given to the dispute , but he
never ceased to mainta in that in the end the dispute
would have to be settled betwee n Indians and Europe ans
in South Africa. He returne d home then with this conviction firmly in his mind, and set himself to influen ce
public opinion on the desirab ility of a rapid return of the
problem from Lake Success to Capeto wn.
In this, of course, he differed fundam entally from his
opponents. They placed their confide nce in a rapid
decision of the United Nations. The United Nations however, worked slowly and tentativ ely on the problem ,
making recomm endatio ns that the two countri es should
get togethe r and resolve their differences. For two years
more this tentativ e approa ch continu ed, and at the time

152

of writing only the prospec t of a Round Table conference,
as Kajee desired , remain s.
While he was in Americ a Kajee though t he might take
advanta ge of the medica l services at the Johns Hopkin s
Institut e. He had been ailing for some time and was
anxious to have a check-u p at that Institut ion. Unfortunately he was not able to arrange the inspection. He left
the matter too late. When the debates in the Assembly
were over he spent some time in the United States.
'I also saw a play/ he wrote, "called 'Deep are the
Roots'. 'A mixed cast enacted it, and the plot was about
the negro problem in the South and the love of a white
girl for a returne d negro soldier. It was a brave and
courage ous play. I met the leading actress, Edith
Atwate r.''
'Last Sunday I roamed about Harlem . It is not a
separat e suburb for the avenue s and streets are a continuatio n of the main thoroug hfare!
'New York is a great city. It looks hard and materia listic but here are many human e people among its inhabitan ts.
'I am having breakfa st tomorr ow with Dave Kerr of
Life Magazine.
'I attende d the Premie re of "Razor 's Edge" last night,
and it was really a great affair.'
These excursi ons extend ed to a visit to Los Angeles
and the Niagar a Falls. All along the route he met many
corresp ondents and acquain tances in the journal istic or
the cinema world and enjoyed himself largely . This visit
to the United States was in many ways a very happy
interlud e. His mind always lifted as soon as he got out
of Durban and Natal. He was happie r for exampl e in
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Cape Town than he was in Durban. It provided some
relief from the importunities of his office and the tense
atmosphere which he always felt in Durban. At the
same time his own people were never very far from his
mind and he was glad to get back to the rough and
tumble of South African politics.
The passive resistance movement was at its height.
Jail was sought after as a martyr's crown. Indians
were disturbed by the dramatic quality of sacrifice,
and they, men and women, the young, and the not so
young felt that the best service they could perform was
to follow the example of Gandhi and invite arrest rather
than stand by and accept the Ghetto Act. Kajee was not
unaware of the sincerity of many of these passive
resisters, though he thought the movement was illadvised. Particularly he was concerned over the fact
that these passive resisters were led by avowed communists. He was afraid that the identification of the Indian
cause with communists and communism would seriously
damage Indian aspirations. The Government frowned
upon communists, and Kajee always insisted that the
Indian cause could not be merged into an ideological
cause without injury to Indians in general. It is not unreasonable to assume that communist leadership in Indian
politics gave the whole problem a new slant and projected it from an issue concerning a quarter of a million
Indians into an issue embracing ten million non-Europeans in South Africa.
For some months Kajee acted as a free lance in politics,
keeping his contacts with members of the Government
and doing what he could to counteract the extremer
follies of Congress leaders. He had however, no power
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to act for any group of Indians, though there were
Indians in large numbers who opposed Congress Policy
and who were only too anxious to follow moderate leadership. Out of this need there arose a small and influential
body called the Natal Indian Organisation. Its president
was Mr. A. S. Kajee, and among its officials were Mr.
P. R. Father, Mr. A. B. Moosa and Mr. A. M. Moolla. In
this organisation Kajee was the obvious spokesman
though he remained outside it. Its policy, however, coincided with that of Kajee's. It rested on the belief that
the best way to deal with the Indian problem was for
the two Governments to meet with representatives of
local Indians present completely without prejudice. The
two Governments at the time were at variance about the
basis of a round table conference. The Government of
India maintained the stand taken up by the United
Nations Assembly, and would not consider a round table
conference except on the basis of the resolution passed by
the Assembly. General Smuts, on his side indicated that
this resolution was damaging to South Africa. To concede
it as the basis of a round table conference would be to
acknowledge South Africa's guilt. This, General Smuts
was in no mind to do. The prospects then of an early
round table conference were very gloomy.
General Smuts was moving towards the desirability of
a conference. In 1946, during the debates in Parliament,
he looked upon a round table conference as a counsel of
despair, reminding his hearers the Government of India
had a representative in the presence of the High Commissioner through whom any representations should be
made. Later he was annoyed by the withdrawal of the
High Commissioner and the imposition of trade sanctions
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against his country. The war was over, and he could
afford to stiffen his attitude. As time went on, with
second meeting of the United Nations some of the emotion
died down.
There was a better atmosphere, and once or twice
Mr. H. G. Lawrence who led the South African delegation at the 1947 assembly was able to approach the
Indian delegation on more friendly terms. There was a
feeling that a round table conference might be held
"without any strings attached". This was what Kajee
and a few of his friends aimed at. Kajee hoped and
worked for a round table conference on the basis of the
Capetown Agreement, which provided for periodical discussions. He was concerned entirely with getting the
parties together, feeling that, whatever the agenda, the
benign atmosphere of the Committee room would divert
the talks into accomodating channels. This was the line
he took whenever he had an opportunity of meeting
Europeans either in private conversation or on public
plat£orms. He spoke in these terms at one or two Rotary
Club lunches to which he was invited and where he was
received with respect if not with sympathy. He was
never successful in persuading the Government of India
of the wisdom of his views. The Government of India
had its own policy, and was not likely to be influenced
very much by what a South African Indian had to say.
Moreover, Kajee was not very popular with the Government of India at this time. His support lay in the 'broad
will of thousands of Indian people throughout the
country. These moderate people were less articulate than
the Congress leaders. Moderation is unpopular in these
days, and moderate men are too apt to remain silent
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when their speech would be useful in combatting the
follies of extravagance.
In the latter part of 1947 the strain upon Kajee was
almost too great to be borne. No man can see his life's
work challenged without being physically affected by it.
The shock may not be effective at once. It is in the after•
effects that the signi;t:i.cauce of defeat is shown. Kajee
was a sick man. No one know how sick. For twenty-five
years rising from obscurity he had striven and reached
a point at which success was in his grasp. He had long
ago become a fairly wealthy man. Wealth in South
Africa is judged in terms of the huge fortunes made by
the few in the diamond and gold-mining industries. Kajee
was not a rich man by this judgment. "I spend too
much," he said. But he had an economic competence
and he could claim to be a successful business man. He
and his partner A. B. Moosa now owned a considerable
cinema circuit, the Avalon Associated Cinemas, his business as :a Broker was well established.
What remained now was to achieve as a public man
those aims and objects to which he had set his mind ..The
strain of the years were not to be denied. Before Mr.
H. G. Lawrence returned from the 1947 Assembly Kajee
fell sick. His doctors advised him to take a long rest.
His friends were anxious for him to do so. He chose
however, to continue his work, promising himself complete retirement from business and public affairs as soon
as a round table conference was held. Instead therefore,
of seeking some relief from Indian politics he continued
more than was necessary to engage upon a score of things,
from the management of his several schools to interviewing the Prime Minister, which might have been left to
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those to work and travel. Indeed at this time he devoted
himself to a variety of objects to which he had given
much service during his life. The average man inclined
to social service usually chooses one cause and makes
that his contribution to society. Kajee gave himself to so
many causes of educational and social character that it
is quite impossible to enumerate them without burdening the reader with a catalogue. There is scarcely a
single department of Indian social life which he did not
touch. His files are full of correspondence dealing with
all sorts of work. One or two of his clerks spent all their
time dealing with his personal interests, his books and
newspapers, the Avalon Scholarship fund, Indian Child
Welfare, Muslim Education, Relief Funds, the problems
of his friends. It remains a constant source of wonder
how he managed to accomplish so much: At this latter
part of his life he returned to these things and made of
them a diversion from his more serious political work.
It was as if he wanted to see how everybody with
whom he had come in contact was getting on. Perhaps
for the first time in his life he discovered his family and
his friends, the extent of his interests and the progress
of his efforts in the small things. It was as if he were
beginning to realise that he hadn't so long to live.
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CHAPTER 12

AND so indeed it was.
Kajee was on the way out. His hair was already grey.
Now his face was grey, with the greyness that an Indian's
face assumes in sickness, like the bloom on a black grape.
He was working with the demonic energy of a man to
whom time had become the only wealth worth possessing. He knew something of the despair that Cecil Rhodes
knew, an almost universal despair of men who know the
impulse of creative work.
He had a slight diabetic stroke. His doctors ordered
him a long rest, prolonged treatment and undisturbed
quiet. One side of his face was slightly contracted. One
of his eyes was a little closed. But his mind was as
lively as ever, too lively for this condition and too stimulated by the friends who came to see him.
Indians have a gratifying concern for one of their
fellows who is sick, and 28 Ryde Avenue became a sort
of Mecca to which his friends made their pilgrimage
either in body or in spirit.
The most endearing feature about Kajee was his
capacity for friendship. Where other men choose their
friends from a small group of acquaintances in a particular class, Kajee knew the friendship of people in all
ranks of society and among all races. Kajee had magic
in him. You couldn't meet him without being attracted
by his magic, his striking face and eyes, his voice and
gestures, his conversation and his all embracing affection. He would weep with you and laugh with you; he
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would fight with you and fight for you, if you were
willing to let him. To many he was a friend indeed. To
them his memory is surely golden in every sense.
Among his closest and dearest friends were those who
were not much interested in politics and who stood by
him with quiet confidence, ready when he needed them.
For months he did not see them, so busy was he in his
affairs. I am thinking of people like ''Banja Bobat" and
Suliman Parw:, •men who had grown up with him and
had chosen to live simple lives outside the hurly burly
of public life. To them he turned in deep affection at
those moments when he looked for calm advice and
serious help. To the end of his life they were brothers
to him. Then there were other friendships of a different
order though of the same worth. Younger men by a few
years, in Essop Randeree and Sol Paruk, the sort of men
who would go anywhere, do anything, for him and for
whom, he would go anywhere and do anything. The
attachment of such men was often sneered at by the
younger rebels. Little did they know of friendship. Included too were his business associates, the most recent
of whom was A. B. Moosa, but amongst whom must be
mentioned the shrewd M. A. Motalla. There were a host
of these, some of more critical vein like A. M. Moolla
with whom he often strove in discussions, and upQn
whom he relied for the critical judgment which some of
the others could not supply and- which was so necessary
to him in his political .work.
But best of all perhaps were those who loved him and
did not care a jot for his politics or for his affairs, the
countless ordinary people whom he had known in childhood or whom he had got to know during his life. His
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".John"

the faithful servant

house was open to them all, young and old. Nor were
they confined merely to Indians. Kajee is the only Indian
I know who could move with grace and distinction from
the east to the west. He was, in fact both a westerner
and an easterner, changing from one idiom to the other
with ease and delight, laughing easily and talking
fluently, throwing himself into rollicking ornamentations of incidents as attractively as a boy, and passing
into the most profound discussions when occasion arose.
He counted among his European friends many men of
improved minds and of various vocations. Among them
was General Smuts, Sir Evelyn Baring, Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, and Mr. Justice F. N. Broome. There is good
reason to know that these men had held him in respect
and even affection. For one thing he appealed to them
as a man of the world and as a man of affairs. He knew
more about the Indian problem in South Africa than any
other man in the world, not excluding General Smuts.
He was the only authority in the world on this
particular problem. He could meet South Africa's public
men therefore and feel quite at ease. At times some of
them who were not notable for sympathy with the Indian
cause were often worsted at his hands in a recapitulation
of facts on which they proved astonishingly ignorant.
The men I have mentioned were men of improved
minds, in the presence of whom he learnt much. The
esteem in which he held Mr. Justice Broome, for example,
was a tribute to both, for in many ways they were men
of contradictory natures and outlook having but one
thing in common, an earnest desire to pursue the truth.
It is a big claim for him that he was the only authority
on the South African Indian problem. There have been
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many Indians who have devoted themselves to some
aspect of Indian welfare and who deserve the gratitude
of a community singularly inarticulate in gratitude. But
Kajee knew all aspects of his people's affairs. There was
nothing he did not know.
There were other things that set him apart from his
fellows. To use a current expression, Kajee 'Had something' that is not given to all men. No European met
him without recognising it. He counted among Europeans many enemies and many more friends. He always
acknowledged the benefits he had received by being in
their company. There are many people I could mention
of whom he often spoke, and one more particularly than
others is Mr. J. W. Meldrum, the secretary to the High
Commissioner for India, whose critical assessments of
Kajee's views and policies did much to sharpen the intellect.
One of the secrets of Kajee's success which is worth
passing on to any young Indian desirous of similar
success was the fact that he knew his opponents' case as
well as his own. He never allowed his knowledge to
weaken his arguments or to divert him from the ends he
set. Instead he used this knowledge to fortify the Indian
case. It is one of the weaknesses of many present leaders
of the Indian community that they are ignorant first of
their own history and secondly of the European case.
We live in an age, it is true, when noise serves for knowledge, and when the loudest voice is substitute for wisdom. The world has been brought low by the vociferous
chancer. For the most part we are governed by the
groundlings but the time will come again when ability
and merit, knowledge and wisdom will be needed to put
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right what the rabble has put wrong. Then the Kajees
will be needed, the men who combine the adventure of
public affairs with the ability and knowledge to lead the
illiterate masses.
This feature which was so marked in him of studying
and knowing the context in which Europeans moved
was a tremendous help to him in all his public work.
The influence of individual Europeans upon him was
great. One of the most abiding friendships which he
knew was that of a European woman Mrs. Pauline Morel,
the headmistress of an Indian school in Durban. To her
he owed so much in so many ways that it is quite impossible for any narrator to catalogue his debt. This
friendship cannot be described in any other terms than
those of beauty. In his private life Kajee was a complex
character, a man of many moods, of sharply rising temper
and short periods of depression. The friendship of Mrs.
Morel brought into his life, not only a wealth of good
counsel but a kindliness for him and those near him
which made smooth many difficult periods. Kajee was
not always as sympathetic with his own as he was with
others, and it was in these periods when the smaller
things went wrong .that Mrs. Morel brought to him a
womanly wisdom for which he was always grateful.
It is always difficult to read the mind of another. In
many ways Kajee was a singularly shy fellow. In many
other ways he was attractively vain. This mixture of
shyness and vanity was best seen on those occasions when
he was entertaining some new visitors to his house. Many
travellers sought him out, authors and foreign correspondents of newspapers. People like Negley Farson and
Stuart Cloete. They would come to Ryde Avenue, and
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Kajee woud greet them in a shy manner and preen himself a little, like a small boy, when they remarked about
the pleasant lounge, and he would take them into dinner
rather proudly, certain that John would serve up the
food in the correct manner. He rejoiced in these meetings and in the exchange of reminisciences and opinions.
He had the mind of an historian. His reading was wide
and catholic. He read every newspaper published in
South Africa, from the Guardian to the Star. He knew
journalists and editors throughout the country. He was
either at war with them or at peace. Many are the
reporters who have reason to bless him for the way he
would provide them with copy when copy was difficult
to obtain. He acted for a long time as a sort of voluntary
correspondent of the Bombay chronicle to which he sent
the most amazing cable "Press collect". He kept up a
voluminous correspondence with all manner of people
about all sorts of things. He seldom read a novel. The
booksellers had a fixed order to choose for him anything
they thought might interest him. He must have been one
of their best customers. It was not that he paid no
attention to novels. Indeed there were always a few by
his bedside. He picked them up at odd moments, for he
was the sort of man who could read an average length
novel in half an hour or so. Most of his reading was confined to subjects bearing upon his immediate interests.
He liked studies of American life. He was an avid reader
of biographies. There was not a blue book on any subject relating to non-Europeans in South Africa that he
did not study and to which he did not add his marginal
notes.
Kajee had no idea of the meaning of leisure. What he
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did know was that a change of scene even with extra
work was a holiday. He was stimulated by new aspects
of his own work, the travel which work entailed and he
was always excited, like the boy he was, at the prospect
of going a train journey or flying to some other place.
Movement was the breath of life to him. He always said
he wanted to go to Switzerland. But then he wanted
to go to South America.
But now Kajee was ill. His face had the lines of sickness imposed upon the lines experience and character
had drawn. It was obvious if Kajee lived it would be
a very different Kajee that rose from his bed. Kajee was
restless in bed as out of it, and within a couple of weeks
he was persuaded to go into the country to escape the
importunities of those who looked to him for counsel and
help. He went to stay with another dear friend, Cassim
Lakhi at Greytown. Cassim Lakhi had the things which
Kajee needed at this time.
Cassirn Lakhi had spent many years as a student in
England. His house at Greytown is distinguished for a
library, its music, and its pictures. There are few Indians
who live the sort of life that surrounded this Greytown
home. It was the sort of change Kajee needed, restful
and quiet, orderly and satisfying.
Here in good company Kajee's spirits rose. He had his
close friends around him. There was old Mahomed
Ebrahim, who in Muslim circles was well known for his
cooking. Mahomed prepared special meals. Others of
his friends accompanied him on short walks or sat chatting in the garden. This was a time of great solace. The
telephone, on which for 25 years he had lived, was forbidden. Incoming calls were taken by others and the
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callers diverted to their own business. The office at
Albert Street was far away. The cares of business and
politics receded, and Kajee remembered the things worth
remembering, his boyhood days.
A man, they say, goes home to die. A man certainly
finds his own when he knows he is dying. I do not think
Kajee ever knew a matter of personal habits until this
time. Driven by ambition and impelled by purpose to
spend his days tearing himself and others in a host of
activities. It was at Greytown he began to know himself and to be reminded that there was in the world such
a thing as happiness. He might have recovered completely had he been able to resist the importunity of his
friends and to silence the call which always urged him
in the service of the Indian community. He went from
Greytown to a friend at Bulwer for a few days, and
from there on a sudden call from a friend in difficulties
in Durban he hurried back home. Once more Ryde
Avenue became the centre of his industrial and energy.
He worked himself up to such great passions in some
personal trouble confronting one of his friends and at
the same time was tempted once more to make a last
effort on behalf of his community to see Mr. H. G.
Lawrence who, as we have seen, had just returned from
the United Nations. Against the advice of those near
him he travelled to Capetown by air where he stayed at
his flat on the top floor above the Avalon Theatre in
Hanover Street. At Capetown he went to a specialist
who confirmed all his fears.
"There will be no second chance," the specialist said.
Kajee had had a number of previous warnings as early
as 1946. Some of his doctor friends had indicated the
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course he must travel if he wished to retain his health
and usefulness. A specialist in Johannesburg had added
his diagnosis of Kajee's condition. He knew that unless he
gave up the struggle, the struggle would destroy him. To
the pleadings of his family and friends he always made
one answer. "I shall retire from politics and business as
soon as a round table conference is arranged." At this
time Mr. H. G. Lawrence, himself a man overburdened
with work and by no means well, was staying at George.
Kajee travelled there in order to see him, and while
waiting for his appointment he spent a few days with
one or two friends and acquaintances on holiday in this
the most beautiful part of the country. Kajee used to
say that he would like to die in the Knysna district. His
friends were all keen on sea fishing and would take
Kajee with them. Here again, as at Greytown, he discovered what he had been missing all these years, in
leisure and recreation. The friends he was with were
the sort of people to be found in any society who take
opportunities to enjoy themselves in simple ways. It
seldom occurred to Kajee to go fishing. Or indeed, to do
anything in the way of bodily or mental diversion. He
enjoyed the pictures, but since his very young days as
a footballer he took very little exercise and was never
seen taking part in any of the games or activities which
attracted a few of his friends. At George however, he
recaptured once again something of his boyhood, as far
as his physical condition would permit.
The day came when he met Mr. H. G. Lawrence for
an interview at the Magistrates Court. He had his notes
with him. Poor Kajee. He was talking, exchanging views
with this minister to whom he was much attached, when
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a sharp attack caught him. His sight became blurred.
He went on talking clumsily for a few moments, trying
to regain his composure and to collect his thoughts. He
could not bear to embarrass Mr. Lawrence, and after a
minute or two he pushed his notes towards Mr. Lawrence
and begged him for a glass of water. He had been talking
on the best way in which he could help to forward the
proposal to hold a round table conference. His political
life might be said to have begun with a round table
conference in 1926. His life was to end with a plea that
another round table conference should be held.
He had recently had some discussions with General
Smuts. The Prime Minister and he had come to the same
conclusion. General Smuts informed Mr. Lawrence by
telegram to see Kajee. The Natal Indian Organisation
was to hold a conference at Durban on January 8th and
Mr. Lawrence had agreed to open the Conference. Kajee's
purpose was to talk over the approach Mr. Lawrence
might make in his speech to the subject of a round table
conference. They were talking about this when Mr.
Lawrence noticed that Kajee was ill. He suggested that
Kajee should see Dr. Mann, who occasionally had been
brought in to check the health of General Smuts. Mr.
Lawrence proposed that Kajee should go over and see
him there and then, and afterwards join Mr. Lawrence
at his hotel where they could continue their chat.
Mahomed Paruk was with Kajee at the time, and they
went out together to the car to be taken over to Dr.
Mann's rooms. Getting out of the car Kajee's sight became blurred. He leaned heavily upon his friend who
helped him into the Doctor's house. Reaching there his
legs sagged beneath him and he was placed on a settee.
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Before the Doctor had time to apply his stethescope
Kajee was heard to repeat a few prayers in Arabic. As
he did so he turned over and died.
As tenderly as if bearing a General, his friend Mohamed
Paruk had his body taken to the hospital. There it lay
until Sol Paruk and others motored from Cape Town.
Mr. Lawrence was able to arrange for his friends to
telephone quickly to Cape Town and Durban.
Next morning, they placed his body in the garden
shortly before sunrise and waited for the dawn, at the
first sight of which they said their funeral prayers over
him. Here within the range of the Outeniqua mountains,
where a day before he had said he would like to die and
be buried, a few rose trees bent in the morning breeze.
It is a simple enough story, from then on all the confused issues surrounding Kajee were straightened out
as neatly as the sunrise. He had arranged to return to
Durban by air, and so he came by air. His small frame
was laid on the floor of one of the rooms at 136 Mansfield
Road, surrounded by his women relatives, as is the
custom of Islam. They sat praying silently over him
sprinkling camphor on his chest. His wife was in Indi~
at the time on a visit.
I went to see him there. What a small coffin, I thought.
Kajee was buried as a Muslim. His coffin, headed by
the white bearded and majestic looking Molvi crowded
about by his friends was carried down the Old Dutch
Road, along Grey Street to the Mosque, and from there
to the cemetary at Brook Street. His friends, surging
about the coffin, took turns in carrying him a few steps
on his way. At long last they carried him, as he, for so
long, had carried them, while from the housetops, the
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shops; and the blocks of flats Indians, their women and
children, looked upon this strange and moving spectacle,
and in the crowd that followed a few Europeans joined
the procession.
So passed Abdulla Ismail Kajee.
The ways of estimating a man's worth are legion.
Two days before he died, he with Mohamed Paruk,
called on an old Irish doctor. It was almost as if Kajee
was trying to discover some Doctor who would give him
hope as to his condition, so numerous were the medical
men he consulted.
"Are you any relation to A. I. Kajee?" the Doctor
asked him.
The two men smiled and Mohamed Paruk playfully
interpreted the remark, "No, he is no relation to A. I.
Kajee."
"Pity," observed the Irishman. "Great man, A. I. Kajee.
We need more men like him."
When the Doctor was told that he was examining the
A. I. Kajee, he said "You are too sick a man to get better.
Pity!"
A short time after his funeral the Prime Minister
received a deputation of Natal Indian Organisation at
Pretoria. At the outset General Smuts spoke of Kajee
in terms of affection and esteem. He and the Indian
delegates with him stood in silence for a few moments
in Kajee's memory. General Smuts had watched so many
of his fellows younger than he depart this life. He was
often called upon for such occasions as he provided at
this interview. It is very satisfying to know in life the
friendship of a man like General Smuts. Such friendship
is not offered without good reason.
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Measuring Kajee's achievements perhaps the best
memorial that can be raised is the inspiration he leaves
to a community which at times lack inspiration.
The Indian community is entering a new era in its
affairs. As I suggested at the beginning of this appreciation of Kajee, his death marked the end of a particular
period in relations between Indians and Europeans. An
entirely new order is opening. The new Indian leader is
a product of the class war. He is a part of the revolutionary change. Indeed he is a revolutionary. Inside the
Indian community there is no man to take Kajee's place.
The destiny of the Indian community rests almost entirely on the choice of leaders and the man they choose
to follow. At the moment they appear to have chosen
to attach themselves to the new ideology that is sweeping the world, if the noise with which their leaders
blazon the new truths is any criterion of their opinions.
Kajee was never ignorant of the forces moving in the
world, and he knew better than most men where the
Indian community might go under the influence of a
younger generation of politicians raised in the militant
schools of communism. He was only too fully conscious,
as many of us are who have lived through two world
wars, of the disappearance of systems and orders and
the rise of other ideas. But just as he in his early manhood recognised the contribution of a generation of older
men who preceded him, so too will the younger generation of leaders come one day to recognise his contribution
both to his community and to his country. For Kajee
was a great South African patriot, even as he was a great
South African Indian. The day is not past I hope, when
patriotism too is also despised. Kajee was the single
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Indian who can be described as an Indian South African.
As such his spirit will continue to inspire the men of this
and of future generations.

At a meeting with a few Indians shortly after A. L's
death, General Smuts said:

"I welcome this conference. This is our round table
conference so we can talk to each other as fellow citizens
and I only regret as you do most deeply the absence of
a very remarkable man whom I have looked to in years
gone by for advice in the difficult problems that faced
us. In A. I. Kajee we have lost a wise and very remarkable man, who as a business man could give and take and
who was not influenced by any particular ideologies but
by facts. The late Mr. Kajee was a very good man to
talk things over with, not only to you but to the Government and myself as Prime Minister."
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