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This essay pretmas to no mer:'t oth,r than that it im/icales some ofthe many 

flaws c(}ntained in Mr. L. E. Neame's argument, and the line of reasoning that 

may De followed jlW their elimination. 

lNDIAN OPINION has always held one objeel ill vit1lJ-the bringing about 


of a better understanding between East and West. We have ever had before pur 


eyes the fact that our first duty was to i1lteryret the thought and feeling of the 


one to the other. Hence we have consistently declined to admit ' lie impossIbIlity 


of the I Wfl peoples dwelling together in peace and unity. We lume, therefore; 


deemld it necessary to lay bare the plausibilities of Mr. N eame's work, even 


though our manner of undertMinK the task may appear but superficial. Tn, 


reply is re-printed, with adt?!liolls dnd correctiom, from the columns of INDIAN 


OPINION, anti by reason of its purpose and 1M circumstances in whuli IT was 


written, appears in skeleton form. 


We have felt that Mr. Nea,. has laid undue emphasIs upon material wel

. 	 fare, and that he has been silent as to the moral aspect ofthe problem; for whtch 

reason we have endeavoured more particularly to expose the fol~yof attaching an 

exaggerated importance 10 the tmpermanent, and too Itttle 10 the las~tng. To-dav, 

t~e West craves for mechanical and material perfection. Our prayer is that 

the ~ast may be spared a 11M disaster. 

Phanix, 

June, I907. 



A Book-And Its Misnomer" 

THERE are books and books. Some 
deal with trivialities, others with 

matters of world-importance, and of 
the latter, one has com~ to hand which 
compels attention. The author, Mr. 
L. E. N eame, is a Johannesburg Jour
nalist of high repute, and already well 
and. honourably known to I'ellders of 
INDIAN OPJNION. Mr. Neame has 

. made ,Somethiftg of a speciality of tbe 
Asiatic Question in the Colonies, but 
is, in point of fad, particularly 
qualified, by reason of his journalistic 
experience in India and South 
Africa, to Aiisc'uss the status and 
cendition . of tile British Indians in 
this sub-continent.. 

Thevolume, "The Asiatic Danger 
in the Colonies/' is a handy work, and 
hould be on the book-shelf oj every 

man who interests himself in the pro
blems of Empire and the wider ones of 
race-struggle.. The preface is admir
able ,in tone, the b90k itself is a brief 
.08 well-printed pages, divided intt> 
eight concise chapters, and thlt appen
dices are of very great value to the 
reader, who, as the author, with a 
touch of sub-acid humour, suggests, 
.. has not.. the time to devote to the 
somewhat ~borious pasnme of read
ing blue-boolla and ~fficial papers." 
We note ODe remarkable omission 
from the list of these useful docu
ments, and that is Sir M. M. Bhow
naggree's historic letter to Mr. Lyttel
ton, which should undoubtedly find 
its place amongst authoritati,.e and 
official records dealing with tilis 
arresting subject. An error of com
m.ission is to be noted in the name of 
II Nabob" Motan. This should, of 
course, be Habib Motan. The error, 
naturally, has slipped into lhe index, 

which, by the way, is excellent. 
We rematk with pleasure the many 

references to INDIA:-l Ol'lNlON and to 
the directors of its policy. It is evident 
that Mr. Neame is a close student 
of our columns, and, if we may say 
so without offence, has culled much of 
profit . to his journalistic soul there
from. The numerous quotations from 
tb!s journal will undoubtedly place 
before the wider publ,ic, that does not 
honour us with its perusal, something 
of the British Indian attitude towards 
the Asiatic problem in these Colonies. 

Mr. Neame has certainly raised the 
question out of the rut of parochial 
politics. He has done his best to be 
scrupulously just to all interests, and to 
discuss the matter in a judicial and 
il1lpartial spirit, but, and we regret to 
have to say so, he has failed. Con
sciousl, or unconsciously-we believe 
the ·latter-he has commenced his 
studies with a bias-a very natural 
orre, be it said. The author is, 
obviously, an admirable type of 
1he Britisher that does not question 
the ultimate and inherent superiority 
of tBe white race. Instead of standing 
outside his subject, so to speak, and 
regarding it objectively, with no other 
mental reservation than a desire to let 
the better man win, Mr. Neame has 
entered · upon the contest with his 
mind already weighted with a Cau
casian bias. And we say this, •• 
withstanding the conscious effort made 
by. him to be more than fair to the 
party against whom he eventually sides. 

The very title of his book points the 
moral of Our criticism. .. The Asiatic 
Danger in the Colonies"! There we 
are ~ No-one can possibly take the 
book up without beinis frolll ,ta.." 



mary of the ~iatic difficulty as it effects 
the Colonies, and to justify the strong 
feeling which exists in the great outer 
areas of the Empire against this class of 
immigration. 

The italics are Ours. Mark that 
word .. justify." It is the key-note to 
the whole of Mr. Neame's able and 
lucid exposition in which, having com
pletely negatived his claim to genuine 
impartiality, he finally ranges himself, 
~s ,is, . perhaps, very natural in the 
CircuGlstances., on the side of the 
.. party in pQWer." And this notwith
standing bis admirable summary of 
the British Indian position contained 
i'h ChapterV., and to which we olU'selves 
could add but little. We shall p'roceed 
in detail to endeavour to undermine 
'Mr. Neallle's stronghold.t and to open 
up once more !or argulJlent the q~s--
ion: .4 Priori, how does the Cau

brother-if we .,nay be forgiven 'the 
sarcasm I-however vari-coloured the 
latter may be. For Mr. Neame, the 
world is divided into two camps
the Asiatic and the non-Asiatic. He 
does not, evidently, believe in the 
brotherhood of man and his unity 
with Nature. He cannot conceive 
that men ar,e moulded, aU ' the world 
over, in the salDtl ·general way by the 
same series (){ circurDStances. For 
example, as the outward and visible 
sign and symbol of the inherent 
and everlasting difference betlveen 
the two sets of men, Mr. Neame 
pins his faith to the statement that 
"free Asiatic immigration must 
inevitably mean a lower standard 
of living for the white working'
classes-if -there is ant chance 
living , at a11.":- Must intvilaob I Mr. 
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olltset. prejudiced in favour of "en
dangered" Colop'ies and agai~st the 
" dangerous" Asiatic. Is it"not time 
that scare-heads of the type of the 
~. ¥eUow Peril" were rejected? 
We do not for one moment suggest 
that Mr. Neame has deliberatel} 
chosen a "yellow jqurnal " catchword, 
but it would certainLy appear as though 
he were willing to profess himself 
an ardent admirer of the German 
Empe);or's famous cartoon, illustrating 
the menace of the E.,ast in horrifying 
picture. Mr. Neame, in point of tact, 
does believe in the 6ltl,reme danger, to . 
the West, of the rise of the East, but 
~e doC4i not, like the Kaiser, believe in 
an appeal to .the arbitrament of war, 
but conceives that the "peril" will be 
im economic one. 

In further illustration of our con
tention that our author prejudices hls 
reader ab initio, we venture to quote 
the opening paragraph of his prefa10ty 
remarks: 

In the following pages an attempt is 
made to present a fair and impartial ,am· 

ITS 

propose to prove that he, 
the Asiatic, is to be 

specially privileged in the economic 
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cuian 

rather than 


and social struggle that is now com
mencing, and which will continue with 
increased energy in the days to come? 
If not by postulating the dictum that 
"might is right," then how does he 
justify his antagonism to the legitimate 
growth of the 'East? 

Mr. Neame is nothing if not frank. 
He is not of tbose who condemn a 
man for his colour aione. He honestly 
tells us that he accepts and adopts to 
the full Lord Milner's strictures upoft: 
all whose prejudices exist upon a 
colour basis alone, and whose mental 
horizon is bounded by the first streak 
of colour appearing in a vault 
of pure white. No, our author 
relegates the disturbing Asiatic t() 
the limbo of permanent inferiority 
for one sole and sufficient reason
that there is an unutterable, in~ 
describable, impalpable something 
that permanently disti"guishes him 
unfavourably {rold his non-Asiatic 
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commits himself again to the uncer
tai nties of eternity ! 

Mr. Neame says, in effect, that for 
ever and aye (or so long a.he unilateral 
understanding is not infringed by the 
unwelcoqle stranger to Ia:Dds set apart 
by the peculiar workings ofPrmridence 
(or :.the benefit of;. the chosen and 
p'rivileged race). the Asiatic and the 
non-Asiatic ~ l'nust be kept at arm's
length, lest, by the terrible contact, 
the great, su perior, miraculous I} -en
dowed non-Asiatic shall be contamin
ated, and descend to the degree or 
inferiority of the Asiatic. Exactly 
how that dread eventual4J is to come 
about vie are not inforaed: Bot, for 

things abd cleave to that which is true? 

So tar as we can observe-it may 
be that we are so benighted as not to ' 
distingu·ish the fact of our own preju
dice-Mr. Neame should rather have 
entitled his work "The Everlasting 
Query n_" everlasting," from nte.cul'o 
rent point of view of tile extent 'of the 
existence of the favou~d race, "nd 
"query,." being the attitude. of those 
who live in the outer darkness of 
scept'ipism that prmnpts them to ques
tion the right of any race to claim 
permanence of superiority over other 
races with 0<1 other title thereto than 
the mere dogmatism. As a wen-l6town 
writer has said:

Neame . cannot get away from ·bis 
inevitable imperative. He implies, 
with all that rhe exp.ression connotes, 
that the non-Asiatic cannot and never 
will be able to compete successfully 
whh the Asiatic on equal fefms ! 

Has Mr. Neame thought out the 
full meaning af his confession? Has 
he pondereq carefully the logical out
come of his bewailing '1 Has it ever 
struck him that he ,ba\ u1t~red .the 
death-sentence of bis own race-if 
what he says be true? Ras he 
realised that he has condemned his 

on-Asiatic brethren to the status of 
;he incompetent and th~ inefficient in 

the struggle for lite? And has he 
'failed to~iearn tbe lesson that history, 
economics, sociqiogy, logic,./fnd ethics 
teach in cognate cases? :M.r. N eame, 
apparently, recognises only one god
'file Caucasian, jind Kipling is his 
p ropl:ret. For him,-no music sounds 
'so sweet as the jingle

" East is East and West is West 
A,nd nevl;f the twain shall meet! " 

But never. is. a l~Dg day-and we 
~ve not come to itlJ end yet. Pos
sibly, ere that time arrives, our author 
will have appreciated ' the virtues of 
silence and self-restraint before he 

the moment, it suffices to inquire how 
an inber~nt1y sutrerior race can ever, 
like our mythic friend Humpty
Dumpty,. $' have a areat fall. " Mr. 
N eame's helpless pes,imism is amazing.. 
Of what use is the inherent superiorit1 
of the "heaven-born" white race, if 
it is to fall? In what is it distinguished 
from an inberently inferior race? Are 
we to understand that the two epithets 
are coincident and synonymous? If 
a race is inherently superior, if it 
possesses that lubtle, intangible, im
perceptible something that perman
ently and ir~e~ocably raises it out 
of the rut of common-or-garden 
ordinary .races, what is the added 
advantage to be derived from Re
gistration Laws, Immigration Acts. 
commercial barriers, protective walls, 
and all the other conventional 
met)lOds betokening, not a calm self
assurance, not a strong sense of 
b~athing a punr atmosphere than 
tha. breathed by any other, but a 
P¥lrtal fear lest the phantom of an 
alleged superiority' should be dis
covered and exposed to public deri
sion~a terror lest the windy dummy of 
inBated self-importance be pricked by 
the wicked people who prefer to try all 
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The world has belonged to him (the 
white man) now for some thousands of 
yeats, Has he done all with it that could 
have been done ? Ate his ideals the last 
word ? 

We confess that we are curious to 
learn Mr. Neame's categorical replies 
to these straight questions. If he 
cannot al1Swer "them sat~factorily
and we- maintain that he cannot-where 
is his warranty for '"assuming that the 
"great outer areas of the Empire" 
are to be reserved for the privileged 
people that has divested itself of its 
Doble function, and has abdicated the 
:lofty position of leader of human.lt.1) 
pioneer of e ivilisation and progress? 
Does he really believe that such 
reservation can really b~ obl&ined by 
arti6cial nzedja. such as he suggests 
and approves? Where did '1le learn 
his science? Has he forgotten that 
disused members of the social ana
tomy eventually atrophy and are 
displaced by others that have b.eeR de
veloped by the needs of the situation? 

But Mr. Neame js not contep.t with 
raising a misty edrn.ce ' of unpr~vable 
race-suptriori ty. He does not rest sat
lsfied with puliia-g. up a theo(etical 
~vilisation-barrier. but strives to add 
e mphasis to his argument by giving in 
its support the concrete evidence of 
competition. Mr. Neame, to reduce 
his statement to its simplest form, 
avers that tbe white man cannot com
pete with the Indian because of the 
latter's simpler needs ·and hiS con
sequent lesser demands. And he 
proceeds to prove his point by quoting 
statisties from the I904 census. He 
goes on to add that the South African 
Colonies, being entirely suitable for 
European colonisatioJll, sholild be re
served for the white man as a maUer 
of inborn right. 

In an examinition of the author's 
argument, we will take 1he case of 
Natal, which supportla Mr. N e3me's 

view more strongly than, perhaps, any 
other territory in South Afr ica. " Here 
there is an Indian popuhtion, acc'Ord
ing to the latest cemus figures, ex
ceeding the European innumbers. As 
a consequence, we should anticipate 
the worst form of that race-inferiority • 
which we are" told, results in the white 
man's being driven to the wall. What, 
however, do we find? Between the 
years I898 and 1904-the last year for 
which statistics are available-there 
was actually a greater numerical in
crease in the European population 
than in the Indian population, to the 
e xtent, in fact, of 1,000, This does' 
not go to show that the restricte'd 
Indian has driven out the privileged 
white man. Mr. Neame has taken 
the I904 census figures to show how 
gradually the Indian is taking the 
place: of the European- how, as a co 
sequence, the Colony is deteriorating 
in character and calibre of its people. 
Yet we are faced with the fact that, 
within the last few years of this 
constantly increasing competitiol), 
the E uropean population has been 
augm~n ted in a greater propohioQ 
than the Indian. What have the 
Europeans been doing? The answer 
/TIust be, either tb ey have been earning 
their livelihood orthey have been living 
at the expense of their fellow-men. 

We are told that the total number 
of Europeans occupied in farming, 
dairying, and agrictllture generally, is 
a mere 7,285, as against the 26,289 
Indians similarly occupied. But we 
are not informed that the vast majority 
of the Europeans are men of means, 
whilst the bulk of the Indians are 
labourers, men who slave away from 
murning to evening to derive a miser
able pittance from their interminable 
toil. It is the same with the trades. 
Nowhere do w~ discover large numbers 
of Indian masters and employers, and 
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the few that there are of these are but 
peddling storekeepers as compared 
with dleir European rivals. And it 
must be so. What is the normal trade 
of the Indian in this Colony? His 
custolllers~ in the towns, are ' usuallr 
confined to the lower , class of whites 
whose means are limited, and who 
~re, accordir.gly, unable to pay" the 
price demanJed by the better· class 
European store-keeper; and, in 
the ·country, the natives, who are 
shrewd bargainers, and who take 
advantage of the inter-competition of 
Indian traders to secure the satis
Cad ion of their needs at the loWest 

ost; The native and the European 
consumer, whose pockets are ' not too 
.\\IeU lined, have very good reason 
to ~ar the driving. out of the Indian 
tradwand the Indian fruit and vege
ta~e-&lower, for they well know that 
prices will advance rapidly in that 
e~nt. With the financial aspect of 
the question we shall deal presently. 

Meanwhile, it is stated that 75'85 
per ,cenb- of the Asiatics are in the 
rurll di~ricts, whilst -only 39'23 per 
cebt. 01 tbe Europeans are so returned. 
In other words, 75'85 per ceLt. of the 
Asiatics are either agriculturists or 
small traders that live by the custom 
of their brethren who are agriculturists, 
or of the natives; whilst 60'77 per 
cent. of the Europeans live in the 
towns, either by speCUlation, or by 
acting as middlemen oragents. In other 
wqrds, the general tendency is for the 
Indian to make the country better and 
more fertile for his having lived in it, 
whilst the net result of the existence 
of the towh-loving European is often 
the consequent impoverishment of 
those at whose expense he lives. We 
had always thought that the agri
culturiiit was the backbone of any 
coon try, more especially of a land that 
has no industries 0thet tl\an agricul-
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ture. "Back to the land" is a cry 
bas'ed upon a profound economic 
truth, -and we hold tlIat the British 
Indian, who devotes himself to the 
pursuit of agriculture, or the IUpport 
of those that do, is an advantage to 
the Colony. The ordinary man would 
conclude so, at all events. Nol so Mr. 
N eame. He says, in effect : "Yes, it 
is a fact that, to all appenances, the 
British Indian has been a benefit 
rather than the reverse, but that is pure 
mirage. In reality; he is a blight and 
a danger to a self-respecting, just
lPinded Imperial race, and an un
'ightly excrescence upon the smiling 

surface of this fail' land. You may not 
be able to ~ i~~ but that is 'becaUSe 
you have not yet learnt 'tC):tlnderstantl 
and ai>pr~ the subtle fascinatioQ 
of the vocabulary of South Africa. Our 
mott() here is "all that glisters i,5 not 
gold ". Although we talk of this as a 
white mag's country, it 'really isn't. It 
is merely a place where the white man 
is pre-orclained to eternally rule, and 
where the coloured ' man, by pre
destination, is eternaliy .t !J be ruled. 
Although we say that we are in tho 
van of progress, we really are on the 
hottom rung of the ladder of civili
sation, -for we are oontent, as rulers, ta 
have all our hard work, all our manual 
labour, performed for os by those " b o, 
in the capacity 01 thernled, are 
marked out by nature to do this 
derogatory work. We speak in terms 
of admiring affection of the 'dignity 
of labour'; and proceed to elE!"ate 
those, whose burdens we have so D8bly 
assumed, to that dignity, whilst we 
stand by and applaud. We know all 
t~ese things .exist!' but it does not do 

,&0 parade eur knowledge, nor would 
it be mode.·on our part to do so; 
therefore we rest content with appear
pces. Appearances are notoriously 
deceptive, and ~o, although you may 



e, r,egarding the situation super
IiciatfYt that the British Indian· is 
a boor! and ~ blessing, yet that is not 

ligh. Material advantage is not 
eVelYthing. Man does not live by 
bread alone-.-at least, not in South 

rrica~ He has, if he be white, the 
pPiYilege 'of living by othtr people's 
labour, and it i~ this essen~iat dif(er
ence that singles ~m out as the truly 
JUperior beiQg, pre-eminent in charac
ter and ability, to whore should be 

ffered all tpc half-penee. whilst the 
ther !Dan gets .the kicks.'L 

That is, perbaps, an ironical sum
mary of~. Neame's illogical premises 
and their outcome, but we do "'not. 
think it a travesty of his argument. 
On the one hand, he admits that the 
Indian has been of some use and that 
the European should be proportion
ately grateful to the man WRO has 
vastly improved this Colony as a place 
to live in; yet, on the other, there is 

Obvious pri'cking of conscience'that 
tells Mr. Neame that aU this might 
ha\le" been done, ought to have been 
done, but has not been done, by the 
white-man whom the Indian is said tQ 
have displaced. Our critic, howevet:, 
has bor proved that the latter has, . in 
teality. displaced" anyone. He has 
frequently done work in the nature of 
pioneer work. He has often been the 
forerunner of what Mr. N eame deems 
to be civilisation. in that he has 
poimed out the vast potentialities of 
the native trade. He has broken 
down monopolies. Naturally, too, he 
has earned a portion of his reward for 
the labours ihat he has undertaken, 
and it is largely this fact that has 
aroused the jealousy of his European 
COnfl"ll"es. Mr. N eame says ; 

Anything which induces the natives to 
display more energy and enterprise must 
be welcome. 

And Ire quotes from the report 
of tqe Magistrat, Qf ; ~c:: ~ 
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Division, published in the Natal Blue.
Book on Nativa Affajrs~ 1904. who 
says: 

The nati~ trade " of the Division is 
tlmQSt' exclusivelY in the- hands of the 
!adiaJl, and Arab storekeepers, who are 
lIot only in the villages, but scattered all 
over the country; and as natives are buying 
more and more European commodities, 
their requirements are ever on the increase, 
and the native trade must be a growing 
one. 

Yet, later, he remarks; 
It would appear that the Asiatic immi

grant . . . is checking a tendency on 
the part of the native which would hllsten 
the spread of oivilisatien. ' 

How does he reconcile these con
flicting opinions? Is there no con- ' 
nexion between the increased intimacy, 
in business matters, of tbe- Indian 
trader with the native consumer, and 
the latter's increased rc:quirements? 
Mr. Neame ,is bound to believe that 
the best criterion, for practical I'lU'o 
poses, of the advance of the native 
races along the paths of civilisation ill 
the amount of European commodihes 
that"they can purchase. It bas become 
Il·commercial axiom that the ojvllisation 
of'll people is tested by the amount at 
soap that it uses. That is a succinct 

. statement of the case, and we hold 
that the Indian trader, who promotes 
the cause of progress in the manner 
above outlined has done all his duty 
towards those who believe that the in
crease of a man's wants is the measure 
of his advancement. We do not deny 
that the white man has often been the 
iirst on tbe scene, but we are entitled 
to claim thaqhe Indian has'enormously 
developed the latent possibilities tha 
were but little more than indicated ·by 
the former. Nor do we deny laat the 
white man, were he able and willing, 
for the same ca,use, to put forth 
as much energy as the Indian, 
would do considerably mote tb 
augment the material welfare of the 
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....tive peeples; bat the fact remains 
that ho-d6es not and will not put him
leU to that trouble, with the result 
that we have a Dog-in-the·manger 
policy of trying to g~t rid of the very 
man who can and will utiHse " bis 
op.portunities. It is not by 'such mearu; 
that a great nation is produced. 

There remains the "pocket" aspect 
t)f Indian competi~on. To-day, South 
Atrica is in the hollow of a depression 
luch as has never been known here 

efbre. Shipping freights are ex
cessive, railway rates are prohibitive, 
and, as a direet consequence, prices 
... high, But high prices and empty 
pocketi are quarrelsome bed-fellows. 
HeDce the Indian trader has stepped 
in as the "poor man's friend." His 
e¥penses, as a good business man, he 
has reduced to a minimum. He has 
'arefuUy cultivated his clientele, .and 

.... assiduously sought new markets 
for . his wares. "Small profits and 

"'Quick returns" has been his motto, 
and 'his customers have benefited 
accordmgly. It is true that the Euro

ean Rorekeeper frequently builds 
elabotite' premises, -with plenty .' 
varnish, plate-glass, and gold-leaf. But 
he does this out cf his accumulated 
profits. In other words, the customer 
has paid generously for the lavish ex
penditure that has resulted. He, in 
the long-run, has paid for the luxury of 
the European trader .. As a poor man, 
he cannot afford to do so. He needs 
food, not velvet; clothing, not polish. 
When he wants these, too, h~ pays for 
t\em knowmgly ; but it is unfair in 
he extreme to penalise him in his 
p~chasei of the very necessities ot 
liAs. 
. 1heutory goes that a wealthy man, 

wM. was accustomed to give five 
shHIings to a favoured mendicant each 
timethe saw the latter, one day gave 
ru. . ~lient" the half of that 'sum. 

Surprised, the recipi~t If~mand~the 
I"eason, and was told that 1ti~ bene. 
ractor had recently given his daughter 
In marriage, and that, owing to 
"ea~ expenses attaching to the ~ere
monies, hewas nowobliged loretiench.. 
Ndtunnaturally, thougb perhapssod!ea 
wbat ungratefully, the beggar rep'ie~ : 
"But, sir. I am not in a posidon 
to make your daughter a wedding 
present!" Aad so it is with the poot 
white and the native: Wages are 
falling, prices remain the same, and 
they cannot afford to pay (Or die 
luxuries of their tradesmen. . Their 
means permit them to purchase onty 
substance, not shadow. 

.Then, again, whilst the lower class~ 
ot the community turn to the British 
Indian for the satisfaction of their 
needs, the latter is enabled to increase 
his dealings with the European whole. 
saler, and so facilitate the circulation 
of capital. Or, again, he confide"hia. 
profits to the protection of banking 
institutions, thus ensuring the same 
~esuIts. Likewise, he pays his quota 
of the rates and taxes, he is mulct in 
tftany a heavy sum by way of rent, he 
contributes to th.e public funds by 
patment of shipping and railway. rates 
and customs dues-and, what is, per
haps, most important of all, he 
supports his own poor, not leaving 
them to be dealt with by public 
charity. Owing to the lack of Govern
ment facilities, he educates his own 
children as well as he know how, and, 
generally, does his best to rise above 
the disadvantages of his $ituation. Is 
this the ogre of South Africa? Is this 
the va~pire? Is this the cancer? Or 
is it not mther the simple, honest, 
enduring hard-working man, whose 
mUltiplication everywhere is a direct 
and invaluable asset to the State? 

Mr. Neame does not strive to con
ceal the · flloC' that he is fearful for 



.e materiaHI1tdre o(his white PhJleg4. 
:. tells us akain and again that it is 

,Gundantly evident tb. where the 
siatic is, thOle the white man must 

bide his diminished head, tor he aan
• not liurviv. against such heavy odds, 

he cannot compete succeJsfully in 
ircumstances so adveJ'S~ as these. 

by I)Ot? If the white mIlD can 
I'QIltvi.e. by reason alone of his superior 
efliciency, t~e Asiatic in the East 
,itself, where the od<As aglliD~t him are 
inoretie4 ,a million-fltld, why not 
eq~1 ia· South Atrica, "here all 
the pd~eS are open to him and for
bidden to his dark~r-hued competitor? 

hat he does not succeed in the 
)tI'uggle, in individual instances, may ' 
be perfectly true; that he cannot, we 
deny absolutely. 

Our author does not need to be 
' informed as to the authority of the 
Anglo-Indian organ, the Statesman. 
What does this paper say, whose 
obvious interest it is to rally to the 
sl1pport ot Its kith and kin so mira
c.lously endowed with all the saving 
grllCeS. so remarkab\y exempt from all 
tIIe'elements of disruption-save only, 
perbap~, a weakness' of spirit (ilat 
w901d be lamentable, indeed, were, it 
npt ludicrously fafltastic and illusory ? 

As Englishmen we object to the ass"mJ)
tion that the English race has no higher 
role to play than to maintain country stores 
for selling cheap goods to Kaffirs and BOers 
at fancy rates of profit. It is just bec;ause 
we hold ,that Englishmen have a far higher 

'role in the world that we demand equal 
rights for Indians in all parts of the 
Empire. • . . . . Our whole argu
ment has always been that w~ite men must 
prove their superiority by their actions, and 
not by their 36Sertions. Here in Calcutta 
white ihopkeepers are able to carty on 
business in competition with Indian shop
keepers, white barristeIS and doctors in 
competition with Indian barristel!l and 
doctors. Thev are able to do it because of 
their oWn efficiency, and if thatfaiJs. the, 
will inevitably go down, and. , wftl deserve 
to g~ down. No race can perman.eotty 
maintain supremacy excert by m.intaiDiltl 

superior eflicienw. and the whites of the 
Transvaal, in asking for anti-Indian legis
lation, in effect confess that they are unfit 
for the su~entaCy which they claim. 

W~ cannot better that statement di 
the case. M'oreover, iet us slyly hint 
to Mr. Neame that them.an that he is ' 
essaying to protect against himself, is, 
at any rate so far as regards petty 
trade, in so many instances a foreigner 
and not an Ertglishman at all. Not 
only that, but he is n0t infrequently all 
adventurer of a particularly unscru
pulous type. It is this class of mad 
that is the' most flagrant offender 
against the laws relating to immorality, 
illicit opium and liquor vending, and 
illicit gold and diamond buying, whils 
his record in the insolvency courts 
will not bear too narrow a scrutiny, 
It is, he feels, incumbent upon him to 
divest himself of some of the odium 
attaching to his malodorous practices_ 
Cute and cunning, but not over-bOld, 
he is quick to perceive and take 
advantage of the Britisher's habitual 
suspicion, jealousy, and dislike of 
whatever is foreign and strange, 
whether it be in matters of social cus
tom or religious habit. What more 
natur'al, then, than that he should seek 
to utilise the unfortunate Asiatic, his 
keenest competitor in legitimate trade, 
as scape-goat or whipping-boy. As an 
Englishman, does Mr. Neame, we ask, 
pretend to tolerate or condone such 
vicious injustice? Will he countenance 
a conspiracy born ~ villainy and 
folly? And can he, knowing all the 
facts, as being an intelligent and 
dis~riminating journalist, he should 
deny the validity of our protest? 
Time was when the British Indian 
was dubbed-ostensibly to the Bo 
rustics, wilo, however, but masked the 
aforesaid foreign hatred-mongers-a 
disseminator of immorality in its 
most horrid form, and a propagator of 
tbe most loathsome disease. 
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Neame, though h~is entirely oblivious . 
Of the fact, and will be, doubtless, 
indignantly surprised to, learn it, has 
lent his sanction to the veT)' principles 
involved in those shameless libels, 
differing only in degree and choree of 
subject (it being, ofcourse, understood, 
quite involuntarily, for no-one would 
accuse him of dishonesty of purpose) 
from their originators. And the reason 
is that he will not look the facts 
:Squarely in the face. As we have 
.~ndeavoured to show, Mr. Neame 
etarts with an unconscious bias
natural and creditable though it be~ 
and he finds that he must fit his 
argument to his preconception. In 
he end, he is lost in a maze of 

contradictions j he falls head foremost 
into a morass of impossibilities and 
inconsistencies j he breathes an atmos
-phere heavy with the mephitic vapours 
of illogical thought and fallacious 

. ~onclusi~n. 

Why does he not strive to eman
cipate ~imself from his own race
thraldom? Why does he not seek to 
escape from the entanglement ofpopu
Jar superstitions and the prejudices of 
the man in the street? It is true that 
-this is a democ.ratic age, but Mr. 
Neame would do well to remember 
that intellectual independence is worth 
more than plecious stones and fine 
linen. Where is all his philos~phy? 
Can he not perceive the action and 
reaction betwe41D man and his en
vironment? Can he not credit that 
elementary truth, the singleness and 
unity of human nature all the world 
over? And will he not believe that, 
giv,1J ide,ntical circumstances and a 
~omIllQD~humanity, men will act under 
the same impulses, with the same 
stimuli, in the same degree, and with 
the same results? Had he studied 
js~< Finot or his Ruskin, his Shaw 

!Ii his Carpenter, or· ev~n-we oj(er 

the nggestion in all humility-his 
New ';f;f;:staQlent, with ffiligeace and 
care, ere' eve! he JVrote thilJ specious 

. \York, ... are certain that he would 
SOODf'I ave cut qff his tight hand
tmm have added still anotber weapon 
to the ar~oury of the powers of evil. 
At tOo very least, he would have dared 
to be silent. 

As it is, Mr. Neame curdles the 
blood with dire ana dreaclful prognosti
cations relevant lib what bas been cur
rently termed *he" Yellow Peril." Bat 
what of the "White Peril" ~ Is it ant 
less minat()ry? Mr. Neame begs the 
whole question. His plea is, all said, 
hot that the white man should make .. 
living, but that the Asiatic should not. 
But what does he mean by " making a 
living"? What does he understand by 
"life"? In what does its summum 
bonum consist-simplicity or complex
ity? A wise contentment or a fevered 
avidity? A generous use or a foolish 
accumulation? The control of desire 
or its augmentation? Restraint or 
indulgence? Mr. Neame cannot get 
to rock-bottom. He plays with shadows 
and loses sight of the substance. He 
treats of the evanescent and disregards 
!he real and lasting. 

But, unwittingly, he draws aside the 
veil concealing. the root-principles 
involved. The West has devoured 
the East these many centuries past, 
to what end? What has been the 
ultimate gain to either? Is ,the West 
the rarer spiri ted or more harmoniousl y 
attuned by reason of its multifarious 
conquest '? Has it added one jot or 
tittle of e.elf-conquest t.o i~s omnivorous 
victories? And the East, how has it 
advantaged'? Are plague and famine 
less prevall::nt? Are the conquered 
more seltrespecting and more peace
ably.inclined towards each other? Is 
the sum-'of happiness or true know
ledg.e increas_ed -in either case? To
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day, we have a Eur6pC so little united 
to the cardinal doctrines of Chris-. 
tianity that, on the one band. its blood 
is hot witll the lust oCdomination, 
whilst, on the other, its vitalfluids are 
chilled at the awful prospect of red 
ruin, consequent upon o\'erwhelming 
armaments (which it dare not reduce 
(or laclt of a clear conscience), and of 
the menace of the impending self
liberation of its aforetime vassals. 
Truly, a moral ague! 

Is this the netresuIt 01 two thousand 
)lears of the practice of precepts voiced 
from a million pulpits by the official 
interpreters of tpe Prince of Peace? 
That were, indeed, a sorry satire upon 
the innate goodness of humanity, 
which we 'cannot for one moment 
..: reJit. N<l Y, more, ....'e aver that the 
only pleasing aspects of Western 
civilisation ensue from the mistrusted 
influence of the despised East-the 
birthplace of the very faith that exacts 
the utmost simplicity of its votaries, 
Christianity itself. In their varying 
methops, with their many subtle errors 
and diminished truths, the teachings. 
ofEmerson, the Theosophical Society, 
modern Spiritualism, the ChristiaJl . 
Science Church, and other similar 
variants of the New Thought-old as 
Time itself-are but facets of that 
splendid jewel of Religious Perception 
:-recognising the final identification 

.ef the Created with 'the Creator; sworn 
foe of that materialistic apathy and 
grossness universal in the Western 
world-that finds its home in the 
East. 

To-day, the West claims inspiration 
from what are fondly supposed to be 
the clarifying processes of Science, 
and regards blindl:y only the material 
aspects of that Science and its 
ephemsal "certainties." TG-morrow~ 
we venture to prophesy, the mystic 
forces of the East will haTe created 

faith anew, spiritualised the present. 
materialistic worki ngs ofa self-absorbed 
Sci~nce, annihilated moral apathy, 
broadened the bases of Life, brought 
together and unified presently anta
gonistic and mutually destructive 
forces, and realised and rendered of 
permanent avail the vast and living 
purpose for which men were created
not to be hailed as demi-gods to 
be worshipped by the crowd of fools 
and inanimates that alone are victims 
of self-delusion, but veritable gods, 
resplendent in the light that they shed 
around them from the Sun of Truth 
burning within each one of them, 
testifying to their brotherhood, that 
divinest of all human relationships, 
and to their sense of at-one-ment with 
all else . 

In that day, men will know no 
differences of race or colour. All will . 
be giants, strong to defend and protect 
the right; when self-h"elp will wait 
upon self-sacrifice, and self-devotion 
will be the handmaiden of self
conquest. In tl,at day, men will breathe 
the rarefied atmosphere of Love and 
Justice. The word "competition" 
will warm hearts with its vital meaning 
-a -"seekins-together" (of the Truth) 
not a "striving against" (the mani
festation of that eternal and omnipotent 
force). And who knows but that, in 
that day, a regenerate and rightly
inspired N eame will have realised the 
beneficence of the great Power that 
has mercifullY consigned to a well
merited oblivion this fatal fruit, turned 
ashes, of his ancient rashness and 
immaturity! 

• "The Aiiat4; Danger in the Colonies," by 
L. E. Neame-3s. 6d., George Routledge, 
London. 


