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Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee, Leader of the South Ahican 
Indian Congre3s Delegation to India, brings the 
follOwing messages from the Leaders in India to the 
South African Indian community. 

MAHATMA GANDHI. 

It is my firm conviction thqt Indians in South Africa must not 
submit to the latest racial legislation of the Union of South Africa. 
They have well-nigh exhausted all constitutional means of seeking 
redress. Therefore, they hove at their disposal the matchless 
weapon of Satyagraha which was successfully tried for the first 
time in South Africa. There is no cause therefore for despair. They 
must vindicate the honour of the nation to which they belong by 
the use of Satyagraha, whether they are few or many. They must 
not selfishly submit to the contemplated segregation nor accept the 
racial franchise. 

~OULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD (President Indian Nationa1 
Congress). 

The cau:;;e of the South African Indians has always been India's 
own cause. It is more so now, as the whole world is on the thres
hold of a new change. I assure all my countrymen residing there, 
that the Indian National Congress cannot forget them, and will exert 

. every nerve to alleviate their condifioh: 

, , 
~HRIMATI SAROJINI NAIDU. 

To our dear kindred in South Africa we send our greetings of 
affection and our assurance of deep sympathy and unfailing sup
port from India, the land of your forefathers, in your brave and 
non-violent struggle to establish your birthright in the for off country 
which is your true homeland and the heritage of your children. 

We are confident that you will keep unsallied the honour and 
integrity of India and that you will conduct your Satyagraha in 
accordance with the high principles of unity, courage, faith and 
sacrifice taught you by our illustrious leader, Mahatma Gandhi , 
and realise to the full your desire and your human right to live, 
labour and progress like other communities in the beautiful and 
huitful region which has a claim upon your service, your allegiance 
and your love. 

Be true and noble South Africans and also be true and noble 
examples of those great ideals for which India has always stood 
fbr many thousands of years. 

MR. ASAF ALI (Member All-Indian Congress Working Committee). 

India expects her sons and daughters to stand up for their rights 
wherever they may be, i.n full faith that they will win. They must 
never forget all human beings are equal in this world. 

2 EX LIIRIS 
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PUNDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU (President Elect Indian National 

Congress). 

We have followed with anxious interest the s truggle of our 
countrymen in South Africa against racial discrimination and un
fair treatment. The issue is one which affects all India intensely. 
But it is something even more than that for it raises vital problems 
affecting all Asia and Africa. In South Africa we see to-day the 
Nazi doctrine of race in full play. Of course this was no new 
doctrine for the Nazis as Asia and Africa well know. In India we 
have seen this racial arrogance during the last 150 years or more 
of British rule. 

.The time has now come when this theory and practice of racial 
arrogance and diScrimination must be challenged. There can be 
no submission to it. Certainly in India we do not intend to recog
nise it in any way and we are not going to tolerate our countrymen 
abroad being subjected to any indignity. It is true that at the 
present moment we are not strong enough as a nation or as a 
people to put an end to this racial discrimination and national in
djgnity. But the time is coming soon when we may be strong 
enough, but whether we are strong enough or not, one thing should 
be certain: that we prefer any consequence to submission to this 
evil. 

We must remember also that in this matter we do not stand 
alone. The whole of Asia and Africa will stand with us and we 
shall stand with them. Therefore we must not limit our claim to 
a mere national one but base it on the broad~r foundation of racial 
and .internationql ~quality and equal, opPQrtu~ity for all. Indians 
in Soutb. Africa must be careful not to 91aim anything 'which goes 
again$t the rights and the dignity of the African people. We 
cannot claim anything for ourselves which we deny to others. It 
is difficult for any· of us in India to advise our countrymen in South 
Africa as to what they should do positively at this juncture, for any 
positive action necessarily involves certain consequences and they 
ore the best judges of both the action and the consequences. They 
must remember that ultimately the rights of Indians all over the 
world will be safeguarded only by India's independence . The real 
battle has to be fought in India though' at the same time there may 
be many struggles elsewhere. We are engaged in this fi nal battle 
of India's independence, but we do not forget our countrymen 
abroad and we shall help them to the best of our ability. 

The issue of Indians in South Africa has become a world issue. 
It is up to the Indians there to realise this fact and to act worthily 
on the world stage which they occupy in this matter. They have 
not only their own dignity and interests to safeguard but have the 
honour 'of India in their keeping. That is no light obligation. Let 
no man or woman or child who claims to be an Indian forget this 
privilege and obligation at any time. Let him remember that the 
day is coming when the strong arm and the stout heart of India 
will protect her children wherever they might be. Meanwhile let 
us carryon the good fight . in our respective spheres with all 
earnestness and with the resolve never to let down the cause of 
I~dia. For with that cause all our individual lives are bound up. 
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DR. 	N. B. KHARE (Commonwealth Relations Member of Council 
Government of India). 

Mr. Sorabiee Rustomiee, the Leader of the Indian Delegation 
from South Africa, has asked me to give him a message for the 
Indian people in South Africa. All I can say now is that I fully 
share the deep disappointment at the Union Government's attitude 
of indifference towards all the representations made to them for 
exploring an alternative settlement of the Indian question before 
going ahead with the Asiatic Land Tenure Bill. The Government 
of India have done their best to persuade the Union Government 
to explore an alternative settlement, but unfortunately there has 
been no response from them. I am afraid the Indian people in 
South Africa must be prepared for a period of suffering. They can, 
however, rest assured that the four hundred million people of India 
and the Government of India are behind them and will continue 
to do all they can to assist them in their struggle for obtaining 
iustice and equality. They may derive some encouragement from 
the fact that .India is about to embark on a new era of freedom and 
will soon be in a much better position to succour the Indian people 
who may be the unfortunate victims of racial discrimination in 
other countries. 

SARDAR VALLABBHAI PATEL. 

The honour of India is at stake in South Africa where a struggle 
is forced on the South African Indians by the South African 
Government. The burden of the struggle will fall on the Indians 
there but the whole of India will wholeheartedly sympathise and 
support them in whatever action they take in protecting the' honour 
of India. It is in fact a challenge to all the coloured races of the 
world. 

SIR 	 HOM! P. MODY. 

The South African Indian Delegation carries back with it a re
assurance of the active sympathy of every section of Indian opinion. 
When it came here, it found the country engrossed in its political 
struggle, but for all that, the Delegation met with widespread sup
port for the cause it had come to plead.

oUr countrymen in South Africa have reached a crisis in their 
affairs which will make a heavy demand upon their patriotism and 
capacity for sacrifice. The fight may be long and bitter, but I 
have no doubt that when Indians become masters in their own 
house, the struggle of our country men in South Africa for the 
assertion of their rights will wear a new complexion, and it will 
not be long before it is crowned with success. 

SIR 	C. P. RAMASWAMI AYER. 

Please accept my assurance of sincere interest in the South 
African Indian question and my readiness to take every step to 
help your endeavour to vindicate the Indian position. 
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SJT. C. RAJAGOPAL ARCHARIAR. 

From 1946 India will be a free country. Soon by reason of her 
ancient and stable civilisation and her potential power in human 
skill and industry she will be much more important than the South 
African Union of White people. No one need gloat or · scorn us 
for our present difficulties. God can easily create greater diffi 
culties for South Africa in the near future I And He may, if it 
please Him, make for us greater glory out of all our present 
troubles. I appeal to General Smuts and his friends who now 
control South African affairs not to insult India. That much co
operation at least may be due from them to Britain in her en
deavour to set Indo-British relations right as an integral part of 
World-Settlement. 

SHRIMATI VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT (Minister of Health United 
Provinces). 

Greetings and good wishes to Indian Brothers and Sisters in 
South Africa. We are with them in their struggle which is part 
of a great fight for human rights in which so large a section of 
world is engaged to-day. India is entering a new era and through 
her Independence will come freedom for all those who suffer op
pression. Let us look hopefully towards the future and pray for 
courage and strength to build new world on foundations of justice. 

MR. M. H. HASSAM PREMJI (President Indian Merchants Chamber). 

In this their hour of trial and tribulation, I would like to 
assure my Indian brethren in South Africa that the public in this 
country generally and the commercial community, in particular, 
will stand by them steadfastly in their efforts to resist this latest 
racial offensive of the Union Government, designed to deprive the 
Indians there of the right of acquisition of property in all important 
areas. The public in this country have expressed themselves quite 
unequivocally against this black Act. The Government of India 
have also announced their intention of applying economic sanctions 
against South Africa and have, in fact, as a preliminary, given 
the requisite notice in terms of the Reciprocity Act. It has, fur
ther, been decided to raise this issue in the U.N.O. with a view 
to international attention being focussed on the racial and huma n 
a spects of the point at dispute. If occasion arises, India may also 
request other Asiatic and Western powers to exercise the neces
sary moral and economic pressure with a view dissuading South 
Africa from going ahead with the matter and enforCing the Act 
In short. we in India, without distinction of caste or creed and irre
spective of political affiliations, are one with you in this issue, and 
are prepared to stand by the Indian community in South Africa in 
their legitimate attempts to resist this menace of anti-Indian 
legislation. 
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LT.-COL. LAKSHMI-AZAD HIND FAUJ-OF RANI OF IHANSI 
REGIMENT. 

Sisters, 

I take this opportunity to send you my greetings. It is with 
great interest that we have been watching the struggle which you 
are putting up, in order to uphold the honour and self-respect of 
India ns in South Africa. In spite of your valiant efforts, unfortu
nately you have not been able to gain your rights-but do not be 
discouraged~the cause for your failure lies not in South Africa, 
but in India, your Mother Country. It is only a completely Free 
India that can demand protection for her nationals abroad and see 
that Justice is done. India is now on the threshold of freedom and 
tllOt there is no doubt. She has reached this stage, not through 
the ripeness of time, but by the unceasing efforts and unlimited 
sacrifices of millions of her sons and daughters both at home and 
abroad. 

In this crucial stage it is absolutely vital that women should 
come forward ready to shoulder their responsibilities. No longer 
·can women be content with only the welfare of their own homes
in fact in order to protect their own homes it . is essential that they 
share in the. responsibility of looking to the welfare of the com
munity at large. In India to-day fortunately women in increasing 
numbers are beginning to realise that the welfare of the Nation 
depends on women being ready to share the burden equally with 
the men. Outside India, too, Indian women have woken up from 
the .slumber and have proved that in times of need they are capable 
of working shoulder to shoulder with their men enduring the same 
sufferings and making the same sacrifices. Thus it was that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was Oble to raise the Rani of Jhonsi Regi
ment-a regiment composed of women entirely, who formed part 
of the Indian National Army. 

Finally, I would like to tell you .to make common cause with 
the sons and daughters of the soil in all your undertakings. 

JAI HIND. 

SIR TEI BAHADUR SAPRU. 

I wish you all our countrymen in South Africa complete suc
cess in your attempt to vindicate your rights and honour of the 
country . 

SJT. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE. 

To all Indian comrades in South Africa I send my greetings. 
They have been putting up a brave fight against racial discrim 
ination all these' years; and, though at the moment it seems that 
the forces of reciction have triumphed, I am confident that truth 
and justice will triumph in the end. The cause of Indians in South 
Africa is a righteous one. The Mother country will give the cause 
all the moral and material support it is possible for her to give. 
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SHRIMATI AMMU SWAMINADHAN (M.L.A. Centra]). 

To my Indian sisters in South Africa. 
My very warm and cordial greetings to you all. I know the 

difficulties experienced by all our people in South Africa because 
of unjust laws introduced against Indians and the Natives of South 
JUrica due to racial prejudices. When India is free, which we all 
hope will be before long, there is no doubt that she will fight for 
the freedom of not only her own people abroad, but for all op
pressed people of the world, and I am also sure that no Nation will 
be able to stand against a Free India. I want our sisters to re
member that this fight is not only men's, but women should take 
their full responsibility and work side by side with those who are 
working for the freedom of our people. Unless women take their 
full share of responsibility in every walk of life I am convinced 
no country can advance or progress. So my message to you is 
that don't let us forget in this struggle for freedom whether in India 
or outside that we women also must take our full share of re
sponsibili ty. 

My good wishes to all our people in South Africa. 

SJT. GOVIND BALLABH PANT (Premier United Provinces). 

Country is behind your valiant struggle in vindicating honour 
of Mother land. Watching your sacrifices with sympathy and ad
miration. Our approaching Independence alone will effectively 
remove Indian grievances in other lands. All strength to your 
elbow. 

SIR SHA'FAAT AHMAD KHAN. 

" I am convinced that unless the Land Tenure Act is repealed, 
the fate of the Indian race in Natal and Transvaal is sealed. It 
behoves every Indian, at this critical juncture in its history, to 
devise suitable ways and means for the progressive realisation 
cf freedom from the colour bar. 

" There should be no manifestation of hatred against the ruling 
race and the highest traditions of Indian chivalry should be main
tained in the organised effort for freedom from discrimination. 

LADY MAHARAJ SINGH. 

It is, most disturbing to think of the plight of our people in 
South Africa. I wish I could come and join you in your struggle! 

My warmest greetings and love to the Indian .women and my 
message to them is: "Be strong, and of good courage," and God 
will be with you in your efforts to establish your rights. "Trust 
also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass." 

May I suggest that our people observe a day of prayer and 
penitence before embarking on the proposed movement. 
. - We shall be praying for you and shall follow all your steps 
with deepest interest. 

With my love to you all. 

~ 7 



RAJA MAHARAJ SINGH. 
Through myoId and valued friend, Mr.Sorabjee Rustomjee, the 

leader of the South African Indian Delegation and his able col
leagues, I send a message of affection and gratitude to our brothers 
and sisters in South Africa. At the outset I should like to con
gratulate you on the excellent composition of your delegation and 
the great work which they have done in India. To thousands of 
persons in this country they have conveyed first-hand informa
tion of the Indian Problem in South Africa and have made us 
sincerely to think. Everywhere and among all classes and creeds 
they have voiced the deep and burning sympathy of India for your 
cause which is also our cause. We long 'to help you though alas! 
in present circumstances our help is of little use. Weare grateful 
to you for maintaining the honour of India and indeed of all non
European races in South Africa. We realise that very difficul times 
He ahead of you and we appreciate to the full the great sacrifices 
which you will be called on to make. But if in this world right is 
greater than might and if, as is surely, your cause is just, I have 
no doubt that in the end you will succeed against the forces of 
injustice and colour prejudice. Be of good heart, be united, show 
to the other non-European races of South Africa that your and 
their cause is one and God will be with you. 

SIR M. AZlZUL HUQUE (Commercial Member of Commerce, 
- Government of India). 

We can assure our Indian friends in South Africa that in their 
hour of trial and suffering the whole of India will be behind them 
and that India will not hesitate to take every possible measure 
which may be necessary to support them in the stand they have 
taken in defence of a supreme ideal. The cause of the Indians in 
South Africa is just and right, and it is only the just and the right 
that can ultrmately sway world opinion. 

LADY RAMA RAU. 

During the next few years you will be passing through very 
anxious times, and our thoughts will be with you constantly. It is 
most unfortunate that the South African Parliament should have 
passed this grossly unfair piece of legislation, when the Nations of 
the world , are trying to ensure Peace and Security by means of a 
United -Organization of Nations, based on Freedom, Equality and 
Justif=e. India will always be behind you in any steps you may 
be obliged to take, to safeguard your rights and vindicate India's 
honour. I should like to add a personal message of love and good 
wishes to the Indians of South Africa. 

PUNDIT RISHIRAM. 
In-dia is now at the threshold of freedom and immediately on 

regaining freedom India is bound to look to the self respect of her 
countrymen abroad. 


